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TRANSPORTATION
TRADES
DEPARTMENT
AFL-CIO

CONGRESSIONALALERT

May 16, 1996

Dear Representative:

The Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO ("TTD"), representing several million

transportation workers including more than 700,000 rail and motor carrier employees, urges you to

vote againstH.R, 2594, The Railroad Unemployment Insurance Amendments Act ("RUIA"), when
it comes to the floor next week, possibly under suspension of the rules. Although the underlying bill

provides long overdue benefit increases for furloughed and sick rail employees, a non-germaine

special interest provision, apparently inserted by the Republican leadership of theTransportation and

Infrastructure Committee, would harm motor carrier employees, thus forcing us to strongly oppose
this bill.

Enactment ofRUIA legislation is amajor priority oftransportation labor, We haveworked in unison

with the major railroads to craft a compromise bill that can be universally accepted by Democrats and

Republicans alike. While this was achieved in the bill reported out inMarch by the Committee, we
understand that Chairman Shuster now intends to bring the bill to the floor with what some refer to

as a "technical" amendment, but which in reality is a substantive measure that we strongly oppose.

Under this amendment, a company that is deemed an "express carrier," that otherwise would fall

under the jurisdiction of the National Labor Relations Act, will instead be subject to the Railway
Labor Act ("RLA") for purposes of labor relations. In the ICC Termination Act (P.L, 104-88),
Congress eliminated this distinction by striking the term express carrier from the RLA and the

Interstate Commerce Act, This was done because the term is obsolete and had no relevance under

the law. No company falls under the jurisdiction of the RLA simply because of it being an express
carrier. Indeed, according to the records of the ICC (now the DOT/STB) no operating company has

been registered as an express carrier for two decades. This deletion is thus consistent with the goal
of simplifying and updating transportation law as well as with Congress' intent, as expressed in PL.
104-88, not to expand or contract the reach ofthe RLA. Congress should not be party to a blatant

attempt by certain special interests to manipulate labor laws by invoking some archaic terminology.

Although the removal of this obsolete term from the law was supported by a majority of both
chambers of Congress and signed by the President, Chairman Shuster is attempting to reverse this

action without so much as a single hearing on this complex issue, By inserting this controversial

yontgon ef tLe eleventh hqyr to g bill that atheryige has broad hinartisan autport the Majority
of the Coumittes ie rutting at tisk basin uneamnloyment and sick henefitg that thousands

of rail workers bedly need and have wajted for patiently.

400 N. Capitol Street, NW, Suite 861 Ron Carey, President

Washington, DC 20001 Sonny Hall, Seeretary-Treasurer
phone 202.628.9262 . fax 202.628.0391 Edward Wytkind, Executive Director
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Ifthe express carrier provision is attached to H.R, 2594, transportation labor strongly urges you to
vote against this legislation when it comes to the floor as early as next Tuesday on the Suspension
Calendar. Transportation labor will instead work with Members ofCongress on both sides of the
aisle, aswe have in the past, to pass a clean, straightforward RUIA bill that can be enacted without

delay.

If you have any further concerns regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me directly
or Larry Willis on our legislative staff at 628-9262.

Sincerel

EdwardWytkind
Executive Director
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VICE PRESIDENTS

CAROLYN FORREST » JACK LASKOWSKI # ERNESTLOFTON © RICHARD SHOEMAKER
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May 16, 1996 IN REPLY REFER TO
1757 N STREET, N.W.

WASHINGTON, 0.0, 20096
TELEPHONE: (202) 828-8500

FAX (202) 203-2467
TELEX 710-822-1941

Dear Representative:

Next week the House is scheduled to take up the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act (H.R, 2594), possibly
under suspension of the rules. Unfortunately, we understand that Representative Shuster plans to attach a non-germane
special interest rider to this bill which would effectively remove the Federal Express Company from the jurisdiction of the

when it is considered by the House.
National Labor Relations Act. The UAW strongly opposes this rider; we therefore urge you to vote against H.R. 2594

The Federal Express rider effectively provides that any company which is an "express carrier would be subject to

previously passed the ICC Termination Act, it struck the term "express carrier" from the Railway Labor Act and the
Interstate Commerce Act in order to simplify and update transportation law, and to make sure that the jurisdiction of the
RLA is not expanded or contracted, Now, Representative Shuster is trying to reverse this action by Congress without the
benefit of any hearings and without providing adequate opportunity for debate and amendment,

the Railway Labor Act for the purposes of labor relations, not the National Labor Relations Act. When Congress

There is no substantive or procedural reason why any company should be excluded from the jurisdiction of the
National Labor Relations Act simply herause it is an "express carrier', 'This represents a blatant attempt by Federal

Express to block organizing drives by various unions, including the UAW. In effect, Federal Express is trying to ram this
rider through Congress in order to frustrate the right of its workers to democratically decide through a secret ballot election
whether they want to be represented by a labor union.

The UAW believes it is particularly inappropriate for Representative Shuster to attach this special interest rider to
the railroad unemployment iegistation, H.R. 2594. This bili would assist laid off and sick rail employees, It represents a

bipartisan compromise which is supported by both industry and labor. Thus, we are troubled that Representative Shuster
would jeopardize passage of this consensus bill by attaching the controversial, special interest Federal Express rider at the
lastminute.

Accordingly, the UAW strongly urges you to vote against H.R. 2594 when it is considered by the House. We

urge you to insist that the Federal Express rider be deleted from this legislation, so that a clean bill can be brought to the

floor which can then be passed with broad bipartisan support.

'Thank you for considering our views on this issue.

Sincerely,

Alan Reuther
Legislative Director

AR:car/opeiu494/1032
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1757 N STREET, N.W.

WASHINGTON, 0.0, 20038
TELEPHONE: (202) 828-850

FAX (202) 293-2467

Dear Representative:
TELEX 710-822-1941

Next wek the House is schedule to take up the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act (H.R, 2594), possibly
under suspension of the rules Unfortunately, we understand that Representative Shuster plans to attach a non-germane
specjal interest rider to this bill which would effectively remove the Federal Express Company from the jurisdiction of the
National Labor Relations Act. The UAW strongly opposes this rider, we therefore urge you to vote against H.R, 2594
when it is considered by the House

The Federal Express rider effectively provides that any company which is an "express carrier would be subject to
the Railway Labor Act for the purposes of labor relations, not the National Labor Relations Act. When Congress
previously passed the ICC Termination Act, it struck the term "express carrier" from the Railway Labor Act and the
Interstate Commerce Act in order to simplify and update transportation law, and to make sure that the jurisdiction of the
RLA is not expanded or contracted Now, Representative Shuster is trying to reverse this action by Congress without the
benefit of any hearings and without providing adequate opportunity for debate and amendment,

Ther is no substantive or procedural reason why any company should be excluded from the jurisdiction of the
National Labor Relations Act simply herause it is an "express carrier' 'This represents a blatant attempt by Federal

Express to block organizing drives by various unions, including the UAW In effect, Federal Express is trying to ram this
rider through Congress in order to frustrate the right of its workers to democratically decide through a secret ballot election
whether they want to be represented by a labor union.

The UAW believes it is particularly inappropriate for Representative Shuster to attach this special interest rider to
the railroad unemployment iegistation, H.R. 2594. This bili would assist laid off and sick rail employees It represents a

bipartisan compromise which is supported by both industry and labor. Thus, we are troubled that Representative Shuster
would jeopardize passage of this consengus bill by attaching the controversial, special interest Federal Express rider at the
Jastminute

Accordingly, the UAW strongly urges you to vote against H.R. 2594 when it is considered by the House We

you to insist that the Federal Express rider be deleted from this legislation, so that a clean bil can be to the

floor which can then be passed with broad bipartisan support.

'Thank you for considering our views on this issue

Alan Reuther
Legislative Director

AR:car/opeiu494/1032
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Ppouse of Representatives
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May 17, 1996

DEFEATA SPECIAL INTERESTRIDER TOHELP ONE
COMPANYRESISTEFFORTSOFWORKERS TO ORGANIZE

VOTE "NO" ONE.R. 2594t-

Dear Colleague:

The House {a scheduled to consider the RailroadUnemployment Insurance
Amendments Act of 1995 (H.R, 2594) on suspension on Tuesday.

ELR. 2594, as reported by the Committes on Transportation und Infrastructure, is an
excellent bil} that provides necessury telief to unemployed rail workers and should be enacted,

Tt revises railroad ynemploymant and sickness benefits, bringing them into linewith benefits

provided by State unemployment systems. Republirans, Temoornta, ruil labor, and rail

management strongly auppart this bill.

Unfortunately, rather than allow a clean vote on this important legislation, the

Republican leadership of the Committee plans to include a special interest, killer amendment

that would revive an arcane, obsolete term to wssist one company's effort to prevent its

workers from ofganizing. If the po-valled "Federal Express' amendment is attached,we

urge 8NO vote on H.R. 2594, us do Rall Labor,UAW and the AFL-CIO!

This is thewrong time andplace to consider the "FedEx" amendment
+ The amendment would allow trucking companies otherwise the

Natlonal Labor Relations Act to olaim coverage under the Railway Labor Act,
mnaking Itmore difficult forworkers to organize. Although the amendment
could signifieantly affect transportation employees, no Cormmittes has hald

hearings or voted on thia important \aue,
« The "Fed Ex" amendment is not germane to H.R. 2594.

Tha amandmant is not "technical" op "non-contraversial.
» Unions solidly oppose the amendment, including the rail unions who worked 10

hard for the RailroadUnemployment Insurance Amendments Act. They feel 80

strongly, they'rewilling te appose the basio bill - a bill which includes reforma
in unemployment comparaation onwhich they have been working for years.

We must not allew a paison pill to be attached to bipartican that would help

working familion.

INSURANCEAMENDMENTS ACTTOUNDERMINEWORKERRIGHTS!
DON'TALOW SPECIAL INTERESTS TOHSE RAILROAD UNEMPLOYMENT

VOTE "NO" ON E.R, 2594!

the
Wise, Jr, Oberstar, MLC.

Ranking DemocraticMember Ranking DemocraticMember

And InfastructueSubcomittes of Railroads Committee on Transportation

Wittig O, Liginski
Ranking DemootatleMember
Subcommittes on Aviation
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SPECIAL INTERESTRIDER TOHELP ONE
COMPANYRESITEFFORTSOFWORKERS TO ORGANIZE

VOTE "NO" ONE.R. 25941

wague:Dear

The House ia scheduled to consider the RailroadUnemployment Insurance
Amendments Act of 1995 (H.R, 2594) on suspension on Tuesday.

ELR. 2594, as reported by the Comittes on Transportation und Infrastructure, is an
excellent bill that provides necesary to unemployed enil workers and should be enacted.

Tt revises railroad ynemploymant and sickness benefits, bringing them into linewith bnefits

provided by State unemployment ystems, Temoornta, rail labor, and rail

management strongly auppart this bil

Unfortunately, rather than allow a clean vote on this importan legislation, the

Republican leadership of the Committee plans to incl ea ial interest, killer amendment

thet would revive an arcane, obsolete term to asist one company's cifort to prevent
others from ofganizing. fthe po-walled "Federal Express" amendmentis, attached,we
rge aNO vote onH.R 2594, us do Rail Labor,UAW and the AFL-cio!

This is thewrong time andplace to consider the "FedEx" amendment
The amendment would allow trucking companies otherwise the
Nuatlonal Labor Relations Act to elaim coverage under tha Railway Labor Act,
muking itmore dificult forworkers to organize Although the amendment
could affect transportation employees, no Comittee has hald

hearings or voted on this important ismue.
¢ The "Ped Ex" amendment is not germane to H.R. 2594.

The amandmant is not "wehnical" ot "non-controversial'
Unions solidly oppose the amendment, including the rail unions who worked #0

hard for the RailroadUnemployment Insurance Amendments Act, They feel 80

they'rewilling to oppose the basic bill ~ bill which includes reforms
in unemployment compensation onwhich they have been working for years.

We must net allew a poison pill to be attached to bipartican {aglsiation that would help

working families.

DON'TALOW SFECIAL INTERESTS TOHSETHERAILROAD
NSURANCEAMENDMENTS ACTTOUNDERMINEWOXREARIGHTS!

VOTE "NO" ON H.R, 2594!

Wise, Jr, Oberstar, MLC.

Ranking DemocraticMember Ranking DemocraticMember

Subcomittes of Railroads Committee on Transportation
And Infastructue

Wittiam O, Lipins
Ranking Member
Subcommities on Aviation
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Carrmltter on Sransportation ant Infrasteucture

Congress of the United States
Mouse of Representatives
2181, Mapdurn Monee Ottice Pulling
Washington, Be 20515

Cope (200)

May 17, 1996

"IT'SDEJA VU ALLOVERAGAIN"
Defeat Republican Efforts to Attach an Ant Worker

Amendment to Pro-Worker Bill

DearDemocratic Colleague:

In a repeat ofthelr tactics on minimurn wage, the Republican leadership of the Committee

on Transportation and Infrastructure plans to attach to awidely-supported bil (H.R. 2894) to
improve employment benefits for rail workers, & special interest Tider to help one company resist

efforts ofworkers to organize.

BR 2594 is scheduled for the Suspension Calendar on Tuesday, May 21.

The rider, generally known as the "Federal Express" amendment, would fucilitate that

company's ability to ewitch workers who would otherwise be protected by theNational Labor

Relations Act to the Railway Labor Act, This shift would make it more difficult for these workers

to organize.

Apparently, the Republicans hoped that their ploy would split labor -- representatives of
railroad workers would support the Federal Express amendment, as the price for getting a long

overdue improvement in their benefits, notwithstanding the strong objections ofrepresentatives of

trucking workers to the Federal Express amendment,

The tactic has not worked. The AFL-CIO is united in opposing the package.

We strongly urge a "no" vote onBR. 2594 if it includes the Federal Express amendment.

Sincerely,

7
es L, Oberstar,MC.

Ranking Democratic Mamber g Democratic Member

Subcom ttee on Railroads

William O. Lipinski
RankingDemocratic Member
Subcommittee on Aviation
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Per my conversation with Shana please advise.

JenniferTO: aot
Shana Tesler

PLEASE CALL THE PERSON(S) NAMED ABOVE FOR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP.
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May 17, 1996

"IT'SDEJA VU ALLOVERAGAIN"
Defeat Republican Efforts to Attach sn Antl-Worker

Amendment te a Pro-Worker Bill

Dear Democratic Colleague:

on Transportation and Infrastructure plans iv attach to widely-supported bill GLR. 2594) to

efforts afworkers to organize.

In of their tactics on minimum wage, the Republican leadership ofthe Comittee

improve employment benefits for rail workers,
2 special interest rider to help one company resist

HR 2594 js scheduled for the Suspension Calender on Tuesday, May 21.

The rider, generally known 89 the "Federal Express" amendment, would facilitate that

company's ability to switch workers who would otherwise be protected by theNational Labor

Relations Act to the Railwsy Labor Act. This shift would make it more difficult for these workers

10 Organize.

railroadworkers would support the Federal Express amendment, as the price for getting a long

overdue impovement in their benefits, notwithstanding the strong objections of representatives of

muckingworkers to the Federal Express amendment.

The tactic has not worked, The AFL-CIO is united in opposing the package.

Apparently. the Republicans hoped
that their ploy would spHit labor - representatives of

We pitongly urge 8 "no" vote onBR. 2594 ifit includes the Federal Express amendment.

bert

Sincerely,

bert E. Wis Jr.
L. Oberstar, M.C

Ranking Democratic Member
Democratic Member

ttes an Railroads

William O. Lipinski
Ranking Democratic Member

Subcomumittes on Aviation
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DEFEATA SPECIAL INTERESTRIDER TOHELPONE
COMPANYRESISTEFFORTSOFWORKERS TO ORGANIZE

VOTE "NO" ONELR. 2594!

Dear Colleagues:

The House is scheduled to consider the Railroad Unemployment Insurance

Amendments Act of 1995 (HLR. 2594) on suspension on Tuesday.

TLR. 2594, as reported by the Commities on Transportation and Infrastructure, is an

excellent bill ther provides necessary relief to unemployed rail workers and should be enacted,

It revises railroad unemployment and sickness benefits, bringing them into line with benefits

provided by State unemployment systems. Republicans, Democrats, rail labor, and rail

management strongly support this bill.

Unfortunately, rether than allow a clean vote on this important legislation, the

Republican Jeadership of the Commiticc plans to include a special interest, killer amendment

thatwould revive an arcane, obsolete term to assist one company's effort to prevent its

workers from organizing, If the so-called "Federal Express" amendment is attached, we

urge aNO vote on H.R 2594, as do Rail Labor, AW and theAFL-CIO!

TAts is thewrung time andplace to consider she "FedEx" amendment

¢ The amendmentwould allow trucking companies otherwise subject fo the

National Labor Relations Act to claim coverage under the Railway Labor Act,

making itmore difficult for workers to orgatize. Although the amendment

could significantly affect transportstion employees, no Committee has held

hearings or voted on this important issue.
© The "Fed 5x" amendment is not germane to H.R, 2594.

The amendment is not "technice!" or "non-contreversial
© Unions solidly oppose the amendment, including the rail unions who worked so

hard for the Railroad Unemployment Insutanee Amendrnents Act, They feel so

strongly, they're willing to oppose the basic bill ~ a bill which includes reforms

in unemployment compensation on which they have been working for years.

Wemust not allow a poison pill to be attached te bipartisan legislstion that would help

working families.

DON'TALLOW SPECIAL INTERESTS TOUSE THERaILROADUNEMPLOYMENT

INSURANCE AMENDMENTS ACT ToUNDERMINEWORKERRIGHTS!
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SPECIAL INTERESTRIDER TOHEL?ONE
COMPANYRESISTEFFORTSOFWORKERS TO ORGANIZE

VOTE "NO" ONELR. 2594!

Dear Colleague:

The House is scheduled to consider the Railroad Unemployment Insurance
Amendments Act of 1995 (HLR. 2594) on suspension on Tuesday.

TLR. 2594, as reported by the Commitiee on Transportation and Infrastructure, an

cellent bill that provides necessary relief to unemployed rail workers and should be enacted

It revises railroad unemployment and sickness benefits, bringing them into line with benefits

provided by State unamployment systems Republicans, Democrats, rail labor, and rail

management strongly support this bill

Unfortunately, rether than allow a clean vote on this important legislation, the

Republican leadership of the Commiticc plans to include a special interest, KdNer amendment
thatwould revive an arcane, obsolete term to assist one company's effort to prevent its
workers from organizing, If the so-called "Federal Express" amendment is attached, we

rge aNO vote on H.R. 2594, as do Rail Labor, T/AW and theAFL-CIO!

TAts is thewrung time andplace to consider she "FedEx" amendment
The amendmentwould allow trucking companies otherwise subject to the
National Labor Relations Act to claim coverage under the Railway Labor Act
making itmore dificult for workers to orgatize Ajthough the amendment
could significantly afect transportstion employees, no Committee has held

hearings or voted on this important issue
The "Fed Bx" amendment is not germane to H.R, 2594

The amendment ie not technical or "non-controvercial n

Uno ¢ alidly oppose the amendment, ineluding the rail unions who worked so

hard for the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Amendrnents Act, They feel so
strongly, they're willing to oppose the basic bill ~ a bill which includes reforms
In unemployment compensation on which they have bean working for years.

Wemust not allow a poison pill to be attached te bipartisan legislstion that would help
working families

DON'TALLOW SPECIAL INTERESTS TOUSE THERaILROADUNEMPLOYMENT
DNSUHANCE AMENDMENTS ACT TOUNDERMINEWORKERRIGHTS
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Sincerely,
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RankingDemocraticMember

RankingDemocraticMember
Subcommittee on Railroads

Committee on Transportation

Cush.expWilliam O. Lipinski
Ranking DemocraticMember

And Infrastructure

Subcommittee on Aviation
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Sincerely,

ertE.Wise, Jr. ames L. Oberstar, MLC.
RankingDemocraticMember

RankingDemocraticMember
Committee on Transportation

Subcommittee on Railroads And Infrastructure

Wiliam O. Lipinski
Ranking DemocraticMember
Subcommittee on Aviation
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SEC. 8. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.

(a) REFERENCES. (1) Section 34307(e}(3) of title

49, United States Code, is amended by striking "Loter-

state Commerce Commission" and inserting in lieu thereof

(2) Section 24808 of title 49, United Stetes Code,

is amended-

10

11

12

13

14

1

2

3

4

5 "Surface Transportation Board".

6

7

8

9

(A) by striking 'Interstate Commerce Commis-

sion" in subsection (a)(2)(A) and inserting in Jiew

thereof "Surface Transportation Board"; and

(B) by striking "Commission" each place it ap-

peers and inscrting in lieu thereof "Surface Trans-

portalivu Board",

(3) Section 24811(c) of title 48, United States Code,

15 is amended-

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

(A) by striking "Interstate Commerce Commis-

sion" in paragraph (1) and inserting in thereof

Surface Transportation Board"; and

(B) by striking "Cammission" each place tt ap-

pears and inserting in lien thereof "Surface Trans-

portation Board"

(h} CLARIFYING AMENDMEEKT.-(1) The first para-

23 graph of section 1 of the Railway Lebor Act (45 USC.
24 151) is amended by inserting "The term 'carrier' includes

25 any express company or Sleeping car company subject to

26 subtitle IV of title 49, United States Code, within the

May 16. 1996 (9:16 p.m.)
:
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meaning of such terms under this suction as in effect, on

December 31, 1995." after "in any of such activities."'.

(2) The amendment made by paragraph (1) is mede

for the purpose of clarifying the policy stated in section

10501(c)(8)(B) of title 49, United States Code, that the

enactment of tbe ICC Termination Act of 1995 did not

expand or contract coverage of employees and employers

by the Railway Labor Act.

(e) TrrL 49.-Title 49, United States Code, is

amended-
(1) im section 16102(10)(A) by inserting after

"her dwelling" the following: "'and if the transpor

tation is at the request of, and the transportation

charges are paid to the carrier by, the householder";

(2) in chapter 151 by striking "CHAPTER

151--GENERAL PROVISIONS" the second place

it appears;
(3) in chapter 153 by striking "CHAPTER

163-JURISDICTION" the second place it ap-

pears;

(4) in chapter 157 by strung "CHAPTER

157--OPERATIONS O# CARRIERS" the second

place it appears;

(5) chapter 159 by striking "CHAPTER

159-ENFORCEMENT: INVESTIGATIONS,

May 46,
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RIGHTS, AND REMEDIES" the. scoond place st

W
w appears;

(6) in the table of sections for chapter 159 by

striking the item relating to section 15907;

(7) in chapter 161 by striking "CHAPTER

161--CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES" the

second place it appears, and

(8) in section 41309(b)(2)(B) by striking "com-

mon'.

10 (a) TITLE 28.-Section 2842(8)(A) of title 28, Unit-

11 ed States Code, is amended by striking "part B or (C)"

3

4

5

6

q

9

12 and inserting "part B or C". :

13 (e) ICC TaRMINATIONAcT.-Effective December 29,

14 1995-
15 (1) section 808(j) of the ICC Termination Act

16 of 1995 (109 Stat. 947) is amended by striking

17 "30106(d)" and inserting "30166(d)"; and

18 (2) section 327(3)(B) of sueb Act (109 Stat.

19 951) by insorting "earh place it appears" before

20 "and inserting in en thereof".

21 (f} ARMORED Can INDUSTRY Recrprociry ACT or

22 1993 AMENDMENTS.- Section 5(2) of the Armored Cur

23 Industry Reciprocity Act of 1993 (15 U.S.C. 5904) is

24 amended by striking preceding "registered".

Mey 16, "008 010p>.)
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