
March 3, 1995

Mr. James David McDonald
Wheeler High School
375 Holt Road
Marietta, Georgia 30068

Dear James:
I am pleased to join your family and friends as you are

honored on Vietnam Day by Wheeler High for your valiant service
to our country.

America depends on teachers like you to help our children
gain the knowledge and expertise needed to succeed in a rapidly
changing world. Your distinguished leadership and extraordinaryservice as an educator reflect your commitment to improving younglives. Your work has touched the lives of countless youth, and
you can be proud of your efforts to build a brighter future for
the young people of your community.

On behalf of a grateful nation, I extend my deepest
gratitude for your heroic service to this nation and for your
continuing dedication to our country's most important resource.

Sincerely,

Bi
BC/KMB/DH/lynn-pw (Corres. #2033868)
(3.mcdonald.jd)
cc: Jennifer O'Conner, C
cc: Secretary Brown, VA

binet Affairs, w/incoming
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

DEC22 1994

Mrs. Jennifer O'Connor
Special Assistant to the President
Cabinet Affairs
The White House

Dear Mrs.3O'Connor:

Secretary Jesse Brown of the Department of Veterans Affairs
requested that I forward the attached letter to you. Please
note, Ms. Love requested Secretary Brown's assistance in
inviting the President to participate in a belated medal
ceremony on May 19, 1995, at the Wheeler High School,located in Marietta, Georgia. Regretfully, Secretary
Brown's schedule prohibits him from personally participatingin this event.
If the President's schedule will not accommodate this
request, I suggest that a suitable letter from the President
be forwarded to Mr. McDonald.

Sincerely,

R L. Jones, SpecialAssistant to the Secretary

Attachment
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Wheeler High School
- Cobb County Public Schools

Dr. H. Earl Holliday, Principal

December 9, 1994

Jesse Brown
Secretary of the Department of Veteran Affairs801 Eye Street, NW
Washington, D.c. 20091

Dear Mr. Secretary:
I am writing this letter on behalf of James David McDonald.Dave McDonald is a friend and coach at Wheeler High School.Because of some gross error, he never received his medals from theVietnam War. He was awarded the National Defense Service Medal,Army Commendation Medal, and Vietnam Service Medal with two BronzeService Stars.
When Senator Sam Nunn visited Wheeler High School in November,I gave him Dave McDonald's service record. Senator Nunn's officeis working to see Coach McDonald receive his medals. CoachMcDonald has mailed the information they needed back to SenatorNunn's office.After reading an article about you in the paper in which youstated "Anyone who puts his or her life on the line deserves to betreated with the utmost dignity and respect", I thought you wouldagree that it would be a travesty for Dave McDonald to receive hismedals in the United States Mail. Coach McDonald has been ourgreat speaker on Vietnam Day at Wheeler High School for the pasteight years. He is a man of great courage, honor, and is verypatriotic. Dave has shared his story and inspirational message tohundreds of teenagers each year. Sir, it would be a shame for aman who gave so much to his country to merely receive his medals inthe U.S. Mail. So I am appealing to you for help. Help us giveDave McDonald the recognition that he so greatly deserves, therecognition that he has been denied for entirely too long.We would like Coach McDonald to be honored and presented his

medals to Coach McDonald at this ceremony. We feel this isextremely appropriate. Please help us with our project. You havedirect access to President Clinton. Max Cleland, Georgia Secretaryof State and former P.O.W. from Vietnam, will be speaking at this

medals in a ceremony at Wheeler High School on our annual Vietnamba
y, May 19, 1995. We would like President Clinton to present the

ceremony as well. It would be an honor and pleasure to have you asour guest also.

375 Holt Road Telephone: (404) 509-6138 / FAX: 509-6148 Marictta, Georgia 30068
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Wheeler High School
Cobb County Public Schools

Dr. H. Ear] Holliday, Principal

Sir, you have made so much progress in helping our Veteransand insisting that they are treated with the respect they deserve.
We look forward to hearing from you.consideration of our request and for all your efforts on Dave'sbehalf.

Thank you for your
I am enclosing a copy of Dave McDonald's service request.Please get in touch with Senator Nunn's office and make sure hismedals are not sent in the mail.

375 Holt Road

Sincerely,

Kitty cqLove

Thank you again.

Social Studies Teacher
Wheeler High School

:

Telophone: (404) 509-6173 / FAX: 509-6148 Marictta, Georgia 30068
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Reg MIS# Description Award Amt \FB OPEN AWARD

3 §06H27 ANN ARBOR, MI CLINICAL ADDITION EAST PARKING STRUCTURE $0 8/29/94 11/0/94 4/13/95
Due

3 506127 ANN ARBOR, MI CLINICAL ADDITION PH-3 (ASBESTOS) 8/29/94 11/10/94 1/13/95
Due

2 508D18 ATLANTA, GA CLINICAL ADDITION (PHASE III) $16,993,000 98/18/94 40/13/94 12/13/94
Due

1 512045 BALTIMORE (LOCH RAVEN), 120 BED NURSING HOME $11,310,000 6/8/94 7/29/94 9/19/94

a
1 527036 BROOKLYN(ST.ALBANS DIV), MOD KITCHEN & SATELLITE DINING AREAS $6,000,000 9/15/94

3 552E90 DAYTON, OH BED REPLACEMENT/MOD PHASE 4 (DEMO B3 300) $2,500,000 9/30/94
>

4 600C99 LONG BEACH, CA SEISMIC BLDG 1 AND RENOVATE BLDG 126 $27,092,000 7/19/94 9/14/94 10/15/94
Due Due

1 604086 LYONS, NU 180 BED PSYCH BLDG. $32,725,000 G/17/94 8/16/94 9/16/94

Due Due Due

2% 4 612095 MARTINEZ, CA DEMOLITION MAIN BUILDING $4,500,000 7/15/94 9/1/94 9/30/94
Due Due Due

§ 818016 MASSACHUSETTS NATL.CE GRAVESITE DEVELOPMENT $5,154,000 7/29/94 9/26/94 11/8/94
Due Due

2 623053 MUSKOGEE, OK REPLACEMENT BED BUILDING - OVERVIEW $0 B/24/94
Due

As Of 07/07/94 VA Wide Major Construction Actions Due .. by 9/30/94 Page 1

Location

Due Due
n

_.OUTPATIENT ADDITION, $38,184,000 6/24/94 8/23/94 9/21/94527027 BROOKLYN NY527027 Due Due

z Due

Due

3 592065. KNOXVILLE, IA LAUNDRY REPLACEMENT $3,529,000 7/8/94 8/9/94 8(29/94
Overdue Due Due

Due

$e7T00 55/10/943 609019 MARION, IL OUTPA ION 6/30/ 8/30/94
Due

4 612018 MARTINEZ, CA 120 BED NURSING HOME CARE UNIT $1 ,500,000 7/15/94 9/1/94 94
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Reg MIS# -Location Description Award Amt \FB OPEN AWARD

1 627E32 NEWINGTON, CT MEDICAL CENTER MODERNIZATION - PHASE 2 $46,849,000 7/12/94 9/7/94 9/30/94
Due Due _--Due-.

3 660C39 SALT LAKE CITY, UT RENOVATE BLDG 1 (ASBESTOS) PH 2 $0 3/8/94 4/1194
Overdue

4 665152 SEPULVEDA, CA SEISMIC CORRECT/CLINICAL SERVICES (OV) $0 9/15/94 11/10/94 12/10/94
Due

Overdue

Due

2 680090 TUSKEGEE, AL 120 BED NURSING HOME CARE(REPLACEMENT) $7,176,000 7/15/94 8/15/94 9/15/94
Due Due Due

4 685G77 WACO, TX BUILDING 7 DGS (ASBESTOS) $0 9/30/94
Due

4 685H77 WACO, TX RENOVATE BUILDING 7 $9,900,000 7/15/94 9/1/94 9/30/94
Due Due Due

1 460024 WILMINGTON DE OUTPATIENT CLINIC ADDITION (PH 2) $17,175,000 6/24/94 8/11/94 9/8/94
Due Due

2 623A53 MUSKOGEE, OK REPLACEMENT BED BUILDINGS(ASBESTOS) 8/24/94

REPL BED BUILDING PHASE 1 SITEWORK $1,500,000 3/3/942 623B53 MUSKOGEE, OK 8/22/94
Due

1 627032, NEWINGTON, CT MEDICAL CENTER MODERNIZATION (OVERVIEW) $0 S730/94
Due

4 640G42 PALO ALTO(PAD) CA REPLACE CLINICAL/BED TOWERS (PHASE 4) $108,100,000 5/2/94 7114 8/30/94
Du Due

§ 317007 ST.PETERSBURG(RO), FL RELOCATE R.O. TO DEPT. OWNED GROUNDS $20,948,000 7/12/94 8/23/94 9/16/94
Due Due Due

4 674064 TEMPLE, TX BED REPLACEMENT BUILDING $43,000,000 6/15/94 7/28/94 /8/25/94
Overdue Due / Due

4 674A64 TEMPLE, TX BED REPLACEMENT BUILDING (ASBESTOS) 6/15/94

CA $500,000 8/15/94WAREHOUSE/OFFICE BLDG JPG (PHASE 1
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As of 07/07/94 VA WideMajor Design Development Actions Duce ... by 9/30/94 Page 1

§ 917001 ALBANYNATL.CEMETERY, MASTER PLAN/PHASE | DEVELOPMENT $700,000 9/1/94 9/9/94 7/14/95
Due Due

1 523024 BOSTON, MA AMBULATORY CARE ADDITION $1,400,000 7/1/93 6/1/94 12/1/94

LocationReg MIS# Description Award Amr AE Awd AStart DD Compl DD

Overdue

8/15/94 4/15/95
5 101169 CLEVELAND NATL CEMETER EIS/MASTER PLAN/PH1 DEVELOP. $503,000

Due

PHASEE 1 $0 8/15/94 4/14/95
5 918001 CLEVELAND NATL. CEMETER Due.

AMBULATORY CARE ADDITION $750,0003 543005 COLUMBIA, MO rece 10/15/94 1/4/95

5 916001 DALLAS/FORTWORTH, TX NEW CEMETERY DEVELOPMENT $400,000 94 12/3/94 4/3/95
Due

1 590064 HAMPTON, VA AMBULATORY GARE ADDITION $1,025,000 8/27/90 8/29/90 7/22/94
Due

Due

2 581053 HUNTINGTON, WV RESEARCH ADDITION BLDG. 5 $489,000 9/30/92 1/5/94

Due

4 612018 MARTINEZ, CA 120 BED NURSING HOME CARE UNIT $450,000 4/21/94 7/22/94

2 621114 MOUNTAIN HOME, TN RELOC MED SCHOOL FUNCTIONS/RENOV B2,3,5 $2,500,000 9/15/04 / 12/6/94 10/16/95
Due

2 626052 NASHVILLE, TN PARKING GARAGE $112,000 4/16/90 2/1/91
Overdue

4: 459L01 HONOLULU, HI NEWMEDICAL & RO CENTER (CONST. MANAGER) $263,000 7/21/94
Due

§ 851017 HOUSTON NATIONAL CEMET GRAVESITE DEVELOPMENT $157,000 57T3/92 6/30/93 7/8/94

8/3/94
Due

5 323009 JACKSON (RO), MS RELOCATE RO DEPT OWNED GROUNDS $120,000 8/31/92 7/19/93" 7/14/94

Due

2 621083 MOUNTAIN HOME, TN LAUNDRY/WAREHOUSE 1/4/95$80,000 /8/15/94 \11/3/94
Due
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o

2 547002 ORLANDO AREA, FL SATELLITE OUTPATIENT CLINIC/NURSING HOME $500,000 41/10/95 9/5/95

904014 SANTA FE NATL. CEMETERY, MASTER PLAN & GRAVESITE DEVELOPMENT $380,000 86/92 7/6/93 7/30/94
Due

Due

As of 07/07/94 VA Wide Major Design Development Actions Duc .. by 9/30/94 Page 2

Award Am AE Awd Stati DD Compl DDReg MISH Location Description

5 914002 NAT. MEMORIAL CEM. OF AZ. GRAVESITE DEVELOPMENT $388,000 10/13/93 7/7/94
Overdue

9/13/94

4 649117 PRESCOTT, AZ 60 BED NURSING HOME CARE CENTER $300,000 7/19/94 9/21/94
Due / Due Due

4 101334 REGION 3 SUBGROUP 3-B T FACILITY DEVELOPMENT PLANS - 4TH GROUP $1,000,000 94
Due

4 65152 SEPULVEDA, CA SEISMIC CORRECT/CLINICAL SERVICES (OV) $461,840 3/29/94 7/15/94
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3 506027 ANN ARBOR, MI CLINICAL ADDITION AND RENOVATION (OVW) $9,190,000 9/24/92 7/29/94
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Due

3 506E27 ANN ARBOR, MI CLINICALADDITION PH-3 CLINICAL ADDITION $2,706,000 9/23/93 10/14/93 9/6/94
Due

3 506H27 ANN ARBOR, MI CLINICAL ADDITION EAST PARKING STRUCTURE $0 9/23/93 9/23/93 9/5/94
Due

3 506127 ANNARBOR, Mi CLINICAL ADDITION PH-3 (ASBESTOS) 9/23/93 9/23/93 9/5/94
Due

2 508D18 ATLANTA, GA CLINICAL ADDITION (PHASE II!) $1,714,000 9/30/88 12/5/88 a/8/94
Due

1 527036 BROOKLYN(ST.ALBANS DIV.), MOD KITCHEN & SATELLITE DINING AREAS $433,000 THOS 6/1/94
Overdue

Due

1 590064 HAMPTON, VA AMBULATORY CARE ADDITION $2,046,000 10/3/94 5/15/95

aa Due

5 818016 MASSACHUSETTS NATL.CE GRAVESITE DEVELOPMENT $271,000 9/30/93 10/7/93 . 7/28/94

O

2 573019 GAINESVILLE, FL AMBULATORY CARE ADDITION(OVERVIEW) $800,000 7/29/94 \ 8/6/94 5/17/95
Due / Due

2 573C19 GAINESVILLE, FL ANB. CARE ADDTN.,SITE WORK & ENERGY(PH1) $0 8/8/94

9/26/94

4 459001 HONOLULU, HI NEW MEDICAL CENTR. NHCU PHASE $600,000 10/14/947/21/94. 7/28/94
Oue / Due

2 581053 HUNTINGTON WV RESEARCH ADD TION BLDG. 5 $350,000 8/31/94 §/2.4/95
Due

@ 5 323009 JACKSON (RO), MS RELOCATE ROTO DEPT OWNED GROUNDS $628,000 7/18/94 12/15/947/15/94
Due / Due

4 612095 MARTINEZ CA DEMOLITION MAIN BUILDING $0 3/21/94 7/12/94

Due

2 614011 MEMPHIS, TN SEISMIC CORRECTIONS (OVERVIEW) $4,000,000 THN5/94 7/28194 5/30/95
Due Due
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2 614811 MEMPHIS, TN SEISMIC CORRECTIONS PHASE 1 $0 7/15/94 5/18/95
Due

2 621D64 MOUNTAIN HOME, TN BED TOWERS/RENOVATIONS (PHASE 3) $0 10/29/84 9/30/94 12/30/94
Due

4 649117 PRESCOTT, AZ 60 BED NURSING HOME CARE CENTER $300,000 9/22/94 9/26/94 10/28/94
Due Due

4 664G41 SAN DIEGO, CA NON-STRUCT. SEISMIC CORR AEMAIN BLDG PH 3 $0 10/4/85 8/29/94
Due

2 672045 SANJUAN, PR AMBULATORY CARE ADDITION(OVERVIEW) $1,500,000 8/30/94 7/11/94 8/31/95
Due Due

2 672A45 SANJUAN, PR PARKING GARAGE (PH 1) 9/7/94 11/9/94
Due

2 672B45 SANJUAN, PR AMBULATORY CARE ADDITION (PH 2) 9/7/94 8/18/95
Due

2 680090 TUSKEGEE, AL 120 BED NURSING HOME CARE(REPLACEMENT) $463,000 9/90/91 3/10/93 7/14/94
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4 685H77 WACO, TX RENOVATE BUILDING 7 $0 1/15/94 7/14/94
Due

1 689029 WEST HAVEN, CT AMBULATORY CARE ADDITION 6/30/94 18/94 4/4/96
£2,050,009/ 0verdue Due

5 907023 WILLAMETTENATL.CEMETE MASTER PLAN & GHAVESITE DEVELOPMENT $415,000 3/4/: 9/9/94 9/14/94
Due
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July 7, Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell (D-CO) chaired a Veterans' Affairs Committee
hearing in Denver on health and compensation issues related to Persian Gulf (PG) veterans.
The Senator stressed the need for:

© research into the causes of PG veterans' health problems;
© creative outreach to inform veterans about Persian Gulf-related programs;
o health care benefits to be provided on a priority basis; and
© compensation claims to be handled in a timely manner.

Three panels of witnesses testified. The first were PG veterans and a spouse of a PG veteran.
The spouse stated her belief that her husband was exposed to chemical or biological warfare
agents. A nurse who served in the Gulf War stated that she thinks that the PG veterans' health

problems are transmissab e. Several of the veterans praised VA for its efforts; others criticized
the lack of aggressive medical care and expressed the concem that some veterans were being
means-tested inappropnately.

VA and DoD representatives from Washington testified on the second panel. Dr. Fran Murphy,
Acting Director, VA Environmental Agents Service, described VA treatment programs, priority
health care, special studies, planned environmental research centers, and information and
education efforts. Gary Hickman, Director, Compensation Service, discussed claims by PG
veterans for compensation and centralized processing at the Louisville Regional Office. Dr. Ken
St. Andre, DoD's Deputy QDiector, Scientific Studies, described DoD's comprehensive clinical
evaluation program and other efforts to improve services for its beneficiaries, including the
establishment of an 800 number.

Local VA and DoD representatives testified on the final panel. The Director of the Denver and
Grand Junction VAMGs and Denver Regional Office described program operations, workload,
and other services at their facilities. A representative from Fitzsimons Army Medical Center
discussed implementation of DoD's comprehensive clinical evaluation program.

July 9. The House Veterans' Affairs Subcommittee on Housing and Memorial Affairs will hold a
field hearing in Tacoma, WA, on homeless issues (primarily medical). (9 a.m. -11 a.m., Clover
Park High School, 11203 Cravely Lake Drive, S.W., Tacoma, WA)
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS Nis
WASHINGTON

. MAR 8 1995

Mr. Alan C. Miller
The.Los Angeles Times
Washington Bureau
1875 I Street, NW
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20006

Dear
This to acknowledge receipt of your FOIA request for additional

information regarding the Secretary's travel. Your correspondence was
addressed to a public affairs specialist who has been out of the office rather
than to the FOIA officer. Accordingly, it did not come to our attention until

is

the afternoon of Monday, March 6.

This is to let you know that the Department intends to fulfill your
request. However, due to the magnitude of material involved and the fact
that you have asked for it in a format thatmust be developed, we expect
preparation time to be approximately 10 working days. We will notify you f
it appears that we will be unable to accommodate your request in that time.

As with your prior requests, all fees will be waived.

Sincerely,

A Kaufmann
Freedom of Information Act Officer

Lh

Fd

Putting Veterans F rst*
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Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20510.

Dear 'Senator Byrd

Amendment thet is soon to be considered on the. Senate floor.
I appreciate the need for continuing efforts to reduce
federal deficits and support the goal of a balanced budget.
However, I am extremely worried :about how the current ©

proposal would affect vaterans ond their families.
The proponents of the smenfment have refused

indicate what spending cute they would make in order to

in taxes. At the same time, they are promising to create.
new deficit pressures by increasing defense spending and

initiatives. In contrast, despite the vary fundamental
nature of the federal government's solem obligations to our

indicated no intention to establish special protections for
-veterans' benefits. This would leave VA programs amorig
those on the table subject to tremendous, inevitable
pressures thst the amendment will create to cut unprotected

Tt is my Understanding that, if /Aecuv
defense are exempt from reductions and stax
considera, then remaining faderal programs will have te be.
reduced by 0 percent in FY 2002. Assuming, in the current
ahaancea af /apecifies, that such a reduction would be applied
across the/board,. it would have a devastating affect on

A reduction to the Veterans Health
Administration would prohibit us. from providing health care

FTES. of 63,000 in 2002 would be expected and we would be.

2024566704;# 2

OR pps P

Di:

The Nenorahia Robert C. Byrd
Ranking Minority Member

United States senate

Mis is response to your request for
the potential ffect on VA the Balanced Budgat :

many of them haveeliminate the deficit. Nevertheless,
pledged both that they will opose two major approaches to
deficit reduction -- eute Bocial Security and increases :

actually reducing taxes, again without showing how they:
would offaet the involved in their

'veterans, Balanced Budget Amendment proponents have

programs. the ContractWirhBrean

ore. than

services to many of those whom ve treat. A reduction n
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able to treat 488,000 fewer and would be able to
aseomme4ate 11,403,000 fewer. outbatient visits. The
cutbacks will mean the closing dé many VA hospitals,
outpatient clinics, and nursing/homez, In fact, the.
vinbility of the VA as a nation health-care system.for
veterans would be : threatenad, tt certainly could nat ha

on the same scale as today's system, and the
Department's ability to maintain the current, high

level of
quality care could be severely

reduction of 3,000 FTEE, which would make it. impossible for
us tO process veterans' cl=img for benefits in a timely way.

Similarly, our Regional Offices would also suffer a

would
Likewise, operations in the National Cemeteey

have to be our ab lity to bury
veterans with dion ty

veterans woulé a so ba subject to deep cuts: As an-The many benfit programs that VA for :

the moah severely: disabled veteran who receivas
compensation for a service-connected disability would, under

currant policy, be approximately 542,400 per year
by 2002. A. 30-percent reduction in this veteran's earned

+

hardly a response for a grateful nation to express to thosebanafit would-aquate to $12,721 that vear. This is

who answered their country's call and nar back leas than
whole.

Our pension program for. non-vervice-dieahtnd wartine
vetarang (a designed to keep these Aisabled veterans from.

living a life of abject poverty. A 30-percent cut in 2002

would result in a loco of u te $4,790 for the neediest of
veterans, and would force all VA pension recipients below
the poverty line.

Concerns regarding the Balanced Budget Amendment.

vetaraens and the r familias.

Thank you 'for this opportunity to shares wilh you my.

for and support of
always,

Sincerely,
:

Jesse Brown
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Department's ability to maintain the current high level of
quality care could be severely danegs4

Similarly, cur Regional Offices would also suffer a
reduction of 3,000 FTEE, which would make it. impossible for
us to process veterans cining for benefits in a timely way.
Likewise, operations in the National Cemete tea would
have to be severely curtailed, impairing our ab lity to bury
veterans with dionity

The many benfit programs that VA for
veterans woulé also be subject to deep cuts. As a :

the moat severely: disabled veteran who receives
compensation for a service-connected Aigability would, under
currant. palicy, be receiving approximately 542,400 per year
by 2002 A.30-percent reduction in this veteran's earned

to $12,721 that y This is
hardly 8ponse for a nation to express to those
who answered thelr country's call and nam back less than
whole.

veterans designed to Reap Chase veterans from
Our pension program for. non-service-disawt ed wartime

living a life of abject poverty A 30-percent cut in 2002
would result in a loco of u te $4,790 for the neediest of
veterans, and would force all VA pension recipients below
the poverty line.
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their famil a
2 appreciate your conceza fur and support of

Sincerely, :

sasse Brown .
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

FEB 14 1995

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

DearMr. President:

I'am appealing to you the Office ofManagement and Budget's decision to
disapprove the enclosed letter to Senator Rockefeller in support of his amendment to the
Balanced Budget Amendment.

Senator RockefelJer's amendment would protect benefits and services provided for
service-connected disabilities or deaths from the cuts necessary to carry out that
constitutional amendment,

It would be an outrage for this Administration to withhold support from the
Rockefeller amendment. With the Balanced Budget Amendment proponents refusing to
disclose how they would achieve a balanced budget and taking off the table various meansof reducing the deficit, I believe it is imperative to exempt at least this one paramount
category of veterans' benefits. I see no moral or strategic basic for us failing to extend our
support for Senator Rockefeller's effort, and I strongly urge that the OMB decision be
reversed.

Respectfully,

esse Brown

Enclosure

JB/eps

Putting Veterans FIrst
:
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

The Honorable John D. Rockefeller Iv
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Veterans' Affairs
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-6375
Dear Senator Rockefeller:

I am writing to congratulate you on your proposedamendment to the Balanced Budget Amendment to exemptbenefits provided for service-connected disabilities ordeaths from the cuts necessary to eliminate the deficit
pursuant to that constitutional amendment. In light of therefusal of the propenents of the amendment to describe what
programs would be cut to reach a balanced budget, there islittle choice but to exempt these benefits and services fromcuts if we are to maintain what is a very fundamental
commitment to our veterans.

Your amendment would protect a very special group ofindividuals -- the 22 million veterans who incurreddisabilities serving in the defense of our Nation and the
more than 300,000 survivors of those who died from service-connected causes. Your amendment would protect disabilitycompensation for veterans and survivors' compensation forservice-disabled veterans' families, which reflect paramountcommitments to those who served. It would also protect avariety of other very important benefits includingvocational rehabilitation, automobile and specially adaptedhousing grants, service-connected burial benefits,
dependents' educational benefits, and medical care forservice-connected conditions.

misgivings about a balanced budget amendment that leavesveterans' benefits on the table. I still have them and theyare heightened when the proponents of the amendment announcetheir opposition to a number of other means of reducing the.deficit. Nevertheless, adoption of your amendment would go

I have previously informed the Senate of my serious

Putting Veterans First
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a long way to ease my fears about what harm might be done toat least this one, most deserving category of beneficiariesif such an amendment were adopted I applaud you for yourvision and wish you success.

Sincerely,

Jesse Brown
JB:wh
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fos Anaeles Times
WASHINGTON BUREAU

February 24, 1995

Ms. Linda Stalvey
FOIA Officer
Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Ms. Stalvey:
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, I
request the following information concern Secretary Jesse Brown'sfor all of 1993 and 1994: a state by state numerical breakdownof the invitations that he has received to speak, visit or make
an appearance. The list should include all 50 states as well as
the Virgin Islands. Please provide separate breakdowns for.invitations for 1993 ana 1994..

Iam a journalist employed by The Los Angeles Times, and am
preparing a report for which the requested information is
indispensable. There is a genuine public interest in such anissue. To the best of my knowledge, based on my research, the
records I'm seeking are not available elsewhere on the publicrecord.
I promise to pay reasonable search and duplication fees in
connection with this request. However, the FOI Act provides for

or reduction of fees if disclosure could be considered as
"primarily benefiting the general public," which I believe it
would do in this case.
'Than< you for your assistance. I look forward to hearing from
you.

y yours,

Aldn C. MillerStaff Writer

INTERNATIONAL SQUARE / 1875 EYE STREET, N.W. / WASHINGTON, C.C. 20006-5482 / TELEPHONE [202] 293-4650
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Chairman, Board of Veterans' Appeals

Washington DC 20420

GT 16 1995

oe

In Reply Refer To: 0141A119
XC 6 798 229
FAY, Addison H.

Mrs. Grace V. Fay
Route 1, Box 102
Laclede, MO 64651

Dear Mrs. Fay:

This is in further response to your correspondence of July 20, 1995, to the White
House, concerning your appeal. Your correspondence was forwarded to the Board for
reply on September 15.

The Board issued a decision in your appeal on August 31, 1995. A copy of the
August 1995 decision was mailed to yourmost recent address, P.O. Box 102, Laclede,
MO 64651. However, I have enclosed another copy of that decision. Your
correspondence has been forwarded to the St. Louis Regional Office for association with
the file.

I hope that this information is of assistance to you.

Sincerely yours,

A
Charles L. Cragin

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Thomas L. Sullivan ce: Agency Liaison
Attorney at Law The White House
113A South Kansas Avenue
Marceline, MO 64658a001B
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Check VAL,
Grace V. FayRt. 1 Box 102

€816> 258-3612buy ? Laclede, Missour! 64651

_-_

Mr. Harola Ickes
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N. W
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Ickes,
My late husban'? Addison. H. Fay; served in the United StatesArmy during World War II. He saw extensive action, earningthree Bronze Star.and a Purple Heart. In August, 1944, hewas wounded In combat against the Germans in France. As aresult of his wounds, doctors had to remove his spleen. Thelack of a spleen caused him extensive problems, andcontributed to hls death In 1991.
In 199], I flled a request for beneflts with the Departmentof Veterans Affairs, based on my bellef that my husband'sdeath was due to hls service-connected Injury. After beingdenied at lower levels, my clalm reached the Board ofVeterans' Appeals in Washington In December, 1991. It Isstil) there, awaiting actlon.
.In March, 1995, the Board of Veterans Appeals notifled methat they were requesting an opinion on.the medica! !ssue Inmy case from an outside medical expert. On Apri} 17, 1995,Dr. B. Mark Hess, the expert selected by the V.A., sent thema report stating In clear and unamb!guous terms, that myhusband's death was service connected. 1 have enclosed acopy of that report for your information.
Despite the passage of three months since receiving thatmedical report, the Board of Veterans Appeals has falled toact on it. I cannot understand why my clalm has now been
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dragged out longer than the war In which my husband waswounded. It is time to bring this matter to a close.
I respectfully request that you bring this matter to theattention of the Board of Veterans Appeals at once, and urgethem, in the strongest possible terms, to approve my clalmand pay me what they owe me. I simply should not have towalt any longer.
When contacting the Board of Veterans Appeals to discuss myclaim, refer to the following data to help them Identify thefill:

Ol41B19
XC 6 798 229
Fay, Addison H.

Very truly yours,
Dv.

Feyrace V. Fay
Enclosed: medical report
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BOARD OF VETERANS' APPEALS

INFORMAL HEARING PRESENTATION

IN THE APPEAL OF: FAY, Addison H. XC 6 798 229

DATE: February 2, 1995+.

REPRESENTED BY: Mr. Michael Bargmann
Disabled American Veterans

TRANSCRIPT OF ORAL ARGUMENTo ® SUBSEQUENTPRESENTATION TO AND REVIEW BY THE BOARD SECTION, BOARD OFVETERANS' APPEALS, WASHINGTON, D.C,

QUESTION AT ISSUE:

Entitlement to service connection for cause of death.

MR. BARGMANN: Grace V. Fay, widow of the above-identified veteran andappellant herein petitions and secks relief from the Board of Veterans' Appeals asto the issue certified via 38 U.S.C.A. § 7104. The appellant's claim is wellgrounded as provided by § 5107(a).

The appellant asserts, in essence, that no amount of reasons or bases can bearticulated to deny entitlement to service connection for cause of death based onthe fact that the veteran's splenectomy caused autoimmune deficiencies to includechronic infections which affected all visceral organs which Jed to the veteran'suntimely demise.
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09/08/95 09:26FAY, Addison H

In this instant case we have two medical opinions. The first being from a Dr. F. A.Santer in letter dated January 21, 1993, and that of a Department ofVeteransAffairs physician with the rating board at the agency of local jurisdiction datedJune 2, 1993, by Dr. C. S. Sherwin.

First, a medical opinion by a rating specialist did not hold the same credibility asthat of the veteran's treating physician. Additionally, Dr. Santer annotates in hisletter to include the first paragraph: "I have completed an extensive review ofMr: Fay's medical records on which my medical conclusions are based."
What is not know in this instant case is what extensive review ofmedical recordswere accomplished by Dr. Santer. We need this information so an informeddecision can be rendered. Was the medical information within the evidentiaryclaims folder or private medical records? Without "formation, again, an'informed decision cannot be rendered and due process 'vould not be served.

Thus, we ask that all treatment records on this veteran prior to his untimely demisebe obtained. Then, we ask for an independent medical opinion via 38 U.S.C.A.§ 1709 as to the causal relationship between the veteran's splenectomy andresiduals as a result thereof and the veteran's untimely demise. Once this isaccomplished then, and only then, can an informed decision be rendered and dueprocess served.

4W39:mps:2/8/95

2

"formation, ous

09/08/95 09:26
FAY, Addison H XC 6 798 229

In this instant case we have two medical opinions. The first being from a Dr. F. A
Santer in letter dated January 21, 1993, and that of a Department ofVeterans
Affairs physician with the rating board at the agency of local jurisdiction dated
June 2, 1993, by Dr. C. S. Sherwin

First, a medical opinion by a rating specialist did not hold the same credibility as
that of the veteran's treating physician. Additionally, Dr. Santer annotates in his
letter to include the first paragraph: I have completed an extensive review of
Mr: Fay's medical records on which my medical conclusions are based."

What is not know in this instant case is what extensive review ofmedical records
were accomplished by Dr. Santer. We need this information so an informed
decision can be rendered. Was the medical information within the evidentiary
claims folder or private medical records? Without ;formation, again, an
informed decision cannot be rendered and due process 'vould not be served

Thus, we ask that all treatment records on this veteran prior to his untimely demise
be obtained. Then, we ask for an independentmedical opinion via 38 U.S.C.A
§ 1709 as to the causal relationship between the veteran's splenectomy and
residuals as a result thereof and the veteran's untimely demise. Once this is
accomplished then, and only then, can an informed decision be rendered and due
process served

4W39:mps:2/8/95

2



gj 00609/08/95 09:26,

Wright State
University
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April 17, 1995 Schoo! of Medicine
Depariment of Medicine

Montella Pollard (014)
Board of Verterans' AppealsSuite 343
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Ms. Pollard:

In a March 30, 1995 letter from Jack W. Blasingame, I was asked to provide an independentmedical expert opinion concerning the death of a veteran. The specific question is whether"the. veteran's service-connected splenectomy, and the residuals thereof, caused orcontributed to the veteran's death via a myocardial infarction.
My conclusion, explained below, is that the splenectomy significantly cc --"ihuted to the... :patient's risk of myocardial infarction and his death is therefore relatec NG military injury?' :

Sources of Information:

The sources of patient information available to me consisted of two Jarge packets of recordswhich were reviewed in detail. One was labelled "VOL 1" and contained extensiveinformation about the claims made and administrative response to date. Jt contained clinicalinformation from the 1940's and early 1950's, of only limited relevance. The other packetwas labelled "VOL II MED RECORDS ONLY - SUBMITTED BY SURV. SPOUSE," andcontained copies of extensive and pertinent hospital records, as well as limited records fromtwo physicians' offices, dated 7/14/69-8/28/78 and 8/19/81-3/1/91, one day before theveteran's death.

In addition to detailed review of the patient records, my investigation included readings inWilliams' Hematology (Sth Edition, 1995) and Wintrobe's Clinical Hematology (Sth Edition,1993) and - more importantly - a MEDLINE search of the medical literature from 1966-1995 for information relevant to the patient's condition.
Clinical Summary: Infectious Disease and Immune Status
During August of 1944, while serving in France, the veteran received a shrapnel wound in"the back of the left chest", which required urgent laparotomy and splenectomy. Thereappear to have been no complications, and the patient was apparently well at discharge12/5/45. Apart from pneumonia in March, 1947 there are no records of significantinfectious disease until August, 1978 when he is again said to have had pneumonitis, and inNovember, 1983 bronchitis. Frequent. apparently minor, respiratory infections during 1989were treated with antibiotics. Ayserious joint infection in the right knee required protractedintravenous antibiotic therapy following surgery on the knee in 1/90.

Reply to: Box 927, Dayton, Ohia 45401-0927 Office §13/220-2010 FAX 513/220-2621
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+ The patient had a normal electrocardiogram both 8/3/91 and on 10/24/91 when he wasadmitted to Pershing Memorial Hospital. Three days later he suffered an acute anterolateralmyocardial infarction complicated by posterior extension. His prognosis was "guarded" atdischarge on 11/15/81, and during the approximate ten years until his death, he had repeated,serious cardiac problems. These required coronary artery bypass grafts (3/18/82 and3/15/88) and emergency care and/or hospitalization for chest pain (3/3/83, 9/24/84,11/25/86, 4/15/88, 9/26/89). In addition to recurrent chest pain, he required admission forcongestive heart failure (5/5/88 and 8/2/88) and severe ventricular arrhythmias (8/2/90). Hisdeath on 3/2/91 was attributed to cardiac arrest caused by myocardial infarction.
Because splenectomy is known to be associated with thrombocythemia, and thrombocythemiais in turn associated with myocardial infarction, the patient's records were reviewedspecifically for information concerning platelet counts. No platelet counts are reportedduring the patient's initial hospitalization for myocardial infarction in 10/81. Between12/14/83 and 11/4/89 platelet values of 342,000, 346,000, "normal", 325,000 and 397,000are reported. All are within the usual normal limits, though the patient's values are all wellabove the mean of 250,000 reported by Wintrobe. The patient's reported platelet countswere all pre-operative values, done at a time that he was presumably well.
The platelet count obtained preoperatively at the time of his 1/24/90 admission wasabnormally high (421,000), and following several normal determinations (294,000, 262335,000), very high values occurred (586,000, 697,000, 735,000, and 643,000). The onlyadditional value obtained prior to the patient's death was 308,000, during the 9/25/80-9/28/90 admission.

Issues:

1. Is there evidence, as claimed, that impaired immunity contributed to the-patient'sdeath?

2. Does splenectomy result in a significantly increased risk of death from ischemic heartdisease?

3.. Does the veteran's record contain any patient-specific evidence to suggest that thesplenectomy may have contributed to his risk of ischemic heait discase?
Responses:

1. Splenectomy is known to increase the risk of death from infection, specificallypneumonia. Review of the veteran's record, however, does not demonstrateunusually severe or frequent infections. with the possible exception of the post-operative knee joint infection. It could be argued that his splenectomy made himuniquely susceptible to that infection, but there is no evidence of associated morbidityafter 3/23/90, and no demonstrated relation of that infection to his death of ischemicheart disease a year Jater.

The arguments advanced in the documents contained in VOL I, that impairedimmunity contributed directly to the veteran's death rest, in my opinion, entirely onspeculation.
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3 . The possi

0927 ui une years 1900-1995 was carried Ou to see if the medicalliterature reports an association between/among splenectomy, myocardial infarction,and life expectancy. An article published in the July 16, 1977 Lancet speaks directlyto the question. In "Splenectomy and Subsequent Mortality in Veterans of the 1939-45 War," Robinette and Fraumeni followed 740 American servicemen who hadundergone splenectomy during World War IJ, and compared their mortality andspecific causes of death with those of a control group. The overall death rate of post-splenectomy patients was increased in comparison with the controls. Specifically,death from ischemic heart disease was 1.857 times more common in veterans who hadundergone splenectomy. Quoting the authors, "The chief finding of our survey wasthe excess mortality from ischaemic hear disease, principally acute myocardialinfarction. An abstract of this article is attached.

3.

It cannot be proved that splenectomy directly contributed to the death of this veteran,but the imcreased death rate from ischemic heart disease in 740 other post-splenectomyveterans World War I] is, in my opinion, compelling evidence. The patient, as adirect result of his combat injury, belonged to a group demonstrated to have
increased mortality from ischemic heart disease.

ibility of a patient-specific risk is suggested by the patient's thrombocythemiaduring thepost-operative period (1/24/90-2/21/90). This veteran had normal plateletcounts under normal pre-operative conditions, but in 1990 developed severethrombocythemia post-operatively. Available records do not establish how frequentlythe patient developed thrombocythemia. No data are available to show whether thepatient had thrombocythemia at the time of his initial myocardial infarction or duringsubsequent cardiac events. The patient's record does, however, indicate thatunder some circumstances this particular veteran developed severethrombocythemia, a condition directly attributable to his splenectomy and whichis known to be associated with myocardial infarction.
In my opinion, the previous argument attempting to relate the the veteran's death to impairedimmunity (Issue #1) is without merit. However, the demonstrated association ofsplenectomy and death from ischemic heart disease (Issue #2) and the veteran'sdemonstrated abnormal thrombocythemia in 1990 (Issue #3) both link the veteran'sservice-connected splenectomy, and the residuals thereof, to his death of a myocardialinfarction.

iS iio" (eo uf:
Sincerely,

B. Mark Hess, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Department of Medicine
Wright State University School of Medicine

-76 OO SY 5/36/99
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Sincerely,

B. Mark Hess, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Department of Medicine
Wright State University School of Medicine

-76 OO SY 5/36/99
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BOARD OF VETERANS' APPEALS

INFORMAL HEARING PRESENTATION

IN THE APPEAL OF: Fay, Addison H. C 6 798.229

DATE: June 3s 1995

Michael G. BargmannREPRESENTED BY:
National Appeals Officer
Disabled American Veterans

TRANSCRIPT OF ORAL ARGUMENTS FOR SUBSEQUENT
PRESENTATION TO AND REVIEW BY THE BOARD SECTIONVETERANS' APPEALS. WASHINGTON, D.C.

BOARD OF

QUESTION AT ISSUE: Entitlement to service connection for cause ofdeath.
Mr. Bargmann: Previous argument of February 2, 1995, on behalfof the appellantMrs. Grace V. Fay, widow of the above-identificdl veteran, asserted the veteran'schronic infections, and service-connected splenectomy had a causal relationship

A

with the veterans untime!v demise. See 38 U.S.C.A. §§ 1310 and 1312 as well as
38 C.F.R. §§ 3.303. 3.310 and 3.3 12.

Medical opinion of April 17, 1995 by Dr. B.M. Hess, Assistant Professor of
Medicine, Department ofMedicine. Wright State University School ofMedicine,held "[t]he demonstrated association of splenectomy and death from ischemicheart disease (Issue #2) and the veteran's demonstrated abnormal
thrombocythemia in 1990 (Issue #3) both link the veteran's Service-connected
splenectomy, and the residuals thereof, to his death of a myocardialinfarction" (bold type his).

Thus, as previously argued on behalf of the appellant. there is no amount of
reasons and bases thal can be articulated to deny service connection for the

only be equitable but sell-systaining.

veteran's cause of death Therefore. a grant of benefits by the Board would not +
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MEMORANDUM
: tDATE December 4,.1995

7

TO: Jennifer M. O'Connor

FROM Nan Roman, Vice President of Policy and Programs

SUBJECT: VA, HUD, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Bill
Conference Report

{

$

The following letter addresses Conference Committee language contained in
the HUD McKinney portion (Amendment No. 23) of the VA, HUD, Independent
Agencies Appropriations bill Conference Report (104-353). It was sent to the
chairmen and ranking members of the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees. Thank you for your attention. If you have any questions regarding
this issue please call me at (202) 638-1526. t

:

:
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THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE TO END HOMELESSNESS, INC.
t

j
f

November 27 , 1995

:

The Honorable David Obey
U.S."House of Representatives
Raybium 2462
Wasliington, DC 20515-4907

Dear Representative Obey:

addrassing homelessness at the local level, write to you to request your assistance in clarifying
Janguage in the Conference Report (104-353) of the VA/HUD/Independent Agencies
Appropriations bill (HR 2099). This language directs that, "...to the maximum extent
practicable, the conferees direct the Department [ofHUD] to allocate homeless assistance grantsunder the Shelter Plus Care program...."

organizations whose members and affiliates are directly involved in

if

This lariguage threatens the in-place, comprehensive| homeless :assistance systems
developed by : nonprofit organizations and local governments, with support from the U.S.
Depaftment ofHousing and Urban Development, over the past tén years. The Shelter Plus Care
Program, while an important component of a strategy to address homelessness, meets the needs

Tequite intensive treatment. It does not address homeless people's need for permanent housing
without intensive services, for transitional housing, or for sheltér. It is not flexible enough to
address the widely varying needs of a diverse communities and a diverse homeless population.

only. of avery defined segment of that population (people with jdisabilities, almost exclusively
single for a very particular type of housing (service enriched or! supportive). It is not designed
to meet the needs of families or individuals without disabilities. or with disabilities that do not

In addition, it is our understanding that the homeless assistance programs will be re-
designed in an.authorization bill next year. Any changes necessitated by appropriations report
language will only apply for one year. Thus, local homeless assistance plans will have to be
shifted and federal bureaucracy re-tooled this year -- and then, again next year when a full-
fledged reauthorization is complete. As last year's allocation of Homeless Grant Program funds
is generally accepted to have been effective in supporting local efforts to provide comprehensive
homeless assistance, there is no compelling reason why this disruptive change is necessary.

t
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For these reasons, we urge you to clarify the Conference Report accompanying HR 2099.
We ask that you stipulate that HUD can allocate the Homeless Assistance: Grants as it did in
FY1995, taking into account the Conferees concern that short term solutions to homelessness not
be over-emphasized, and that long term comprehensive strategies be supported.

Thank you very much for your attention to this critical inatter.
1

Sincerely,

National Alliance to End Homelessness
The Wnited States Conference of Mayors

Travelers Aid International
Natianal Law'Center on Homelessness and PovertyMRR Coalition for Homeless Veterans
Greater Boston Housing and Shelter Alliance, Inc.

Council of State Community Development Agencies
National Community Development Association

:

Coalition for the HomelessNatia

:

:
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Clinton's phone call

By Rita Price
Dispatch Staff Reporter

. CHILLICOTHE, Ohio --In
the 10 years or so that: he's beena
patient at the Veterans Administra-
tion Medical Center, Wiliam Friz-

never had the luxury of a bedside.

Frizzell,.71, sat in his room and.
chatted briefly with President Clin-.
ton, who made a call to the Chilli- .

cothe center te commemorate Veter-
ans Day and to kick off a new
bedside telephone project called PT.
Phone Hame {Patient Phone Home).

Frizzell said he was honored to
speak to the president, but no burn-
ing questions came to mind.

"We're having a weét-one," the
former Marine and World War II
veteran said,

Clinton, not surprisingly, had
his own Chillicothe westher story.

"T visited that community once. difficult
I went running around inthe city
park when it was 3 degrees. They weeks ago, and now 264 have
thought I needed a mental examina-

Fri grinned, and Clinton
moved on with his message of
thanks. In addition to Frizzell, three
other veterans at U.S. medical
centers were included in the confer

neers of America (active: and retired
telephone industry employees) and
ther interested groups, Winter said
the installation and equipment. nor-

- mally would have cost the VA at
least $400,000. .

Volunteer rewards come in the
form of smiles, Winter said. "These

thrills Chillicothe vet
'ence call.

"I'm grateful to all of you, and I
hope that the Veterans Administra-

owe our freedom to you," Clinton
told them. "We're doing: everything
we can to try.to preserve the quality

Clinton also praised the PT
Phone Home project, saying, "We're
expanding it as rapidly as we can."

The nationwide, all-volunteer
effort is providing bedside phonesor veterans hospitalized in the na-

Because phones were long con-
sidered nénessential and too costly,
most VA medical centers have only
an antiquated portable pay phone to
wheel nto patients' rooms for calls
to loved ones, officials said. There
generally is one. phone available per
wing, making staying in touch with
friends and family infrequent and

ChUlicothe's upgrade began six

lines, sa)d Cliff Winter, Ameritech
safety coordinator and PT Phone
Home project leader.

The labor and equipment were
donated by Ameritech, the Com-
munication Workers of America, Vi-
etnam Veterans, Telephone Pio-

to their girlfriends, wives, loved
. ones, It means a lot"

Frizzell, who served in the Mar-
ines from 1942 to 1945 and was
aboard the USS John Hancock, has
been receiving care in Chillicothe off
and 'on since 1984. He has been a
patierit n the Nursing Home Care

guys were so happy to be able to talk. Unit for most of the past two years.

The bedside phone is a boon.
"Tve been wanting to talk to my
sister," he said.

Winter said volunteers are hap-
py to oblige "Contact with farnily
and friends is a powerful healing tool
during times of ilness and' stress,"
he said. "We feel it's the least we can
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Clinton and an Ohio veteran chat-

@:
Clinton called 71-year-old Wil-

ijiam Frizzell, a patient in the Chilli-
sothe Veterans Affairs Medical :

Center, to thank him for his service
a 40 the nation.

Saturday's calf also marked the

Sabeginning of a new bedside tele-

"phone project .that will allow pa-
tients at VA centers across the
country to make phone calls from

2:
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4hiWe know on this Veterans Day that we owe our

network. , 5
-President Clinton .

their bedsides.
Frizzell said he was honored to

speak to the president 'but had no

pressing questions to ask:
"We're having a wet one," the

former Marine and World War II

veteran said of Saturday's rain.
Clinton shared his own Chilli-

cothe weather stary.
He visited the area once and.

- wenl running around in the city
park when it was 3 degrees, Clin-

"They thought I needed 0 mén-
tal examination for doing it,*' Clin-
ton said.
Frizzell grinned, -and. Clinton

moved on with his message of
thanks. In addition to Frizzell,
three other veterans at U.S, med-
ical centers were included in the
conference call,

He is grateful to- the veterans-
and hopes the VA is taking care of
them, Clinton said.

We know on this Veterans Day
thal we owe our freedom to you," wheel into patients' rooms for cals

.the pesident told. them. 'We're

preserve the quality of health care
in the veterans network."'

Clinton also praised the phone
project, saying it was being ex-
panded as rapidly as it can.
The nationwide, all-volunteer

effort is providing bedside phones
for veterans hospitalized in the na-

tion's 173 VA medical centers.
-Phones were long consilerec

freedom to you. We're doing everything we.can to try
m,ie about freedom and the city's

Oa= VeteransDav
weather aS the pair celebrated to preserve'the quality of health care in the veterans :

-nonessential and too costly, anc

most VA medical centers had only
an antiquated portable payphone tc

to loved ones, officials said.
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part of a ceremony to in- 2
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phone system for VA patients.
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from 1942 to 1945.

Installation of the bedside
telephone system was made
possible through the efforts of > 7 ao

an organization called PT
Phone Home and volunteers 2

from the Communication 3 wo

Workers ofAmerica.
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Clinton's phone call
thrills Chillicothee vevet

By Rita Price
Disparch Staff Reporter

CHILLICOTHE, Ohio --n
the 10 years or 90 that he's beena ton is taking
patient at the Veterans Administra-
tion Medical Center, Wiliam Friz-
Zell never had the luxury of a bedside,

Yesterday, the Columbus native,held a hot line to the White House,
Frizzell,.71, sat ini his room and.

chatted briefly with President Clin-.
ton, who made a call to the Chilli- .

expanding it as rapidly as we can.
cothe center te commemorate Veter-
ans Day and to kick off a new
bedside telephone project called PT.
Phone Home (Patient Phone Home).

Frizzell said he was honored to
speak to the president, but no burn-
ing questions came to mind.

"We're having a wet one," the
'former Marine and World Wer II
veteran said.

Clinton, not surprisingly, had

"TI visited that community once, diffienttI went running around in. the city
park when it was 3 degrees. They
thought I needed a mental exarmina-
tion for doing it," the Pppresident said.Frizzell grinned, and Clinton
moved on with his message of .
thanks, In addition to Frizzell, three
other veterans at U.S. medical
centers were included in the confer

neers of America (active: and retired
telephone industry employees) andother interested groups. Winter said
thé installation and equipment ner-

. mally would have cost he VA at

form of smiles, Winter said. "These

ence call,
"I'm grateful to all of you, and I

hope that the Veterans Administra-

owe our freedorn to you," Clinton
told them. "We're doing everythingwe can to try.to preserve the quality'of health care in the veterans
network".

Clinton also praised the PT
Phone Home project, saying, "We're

The nationwide, all-volunteer
effort is providing bedside phonesfor veterans hospitalized in the na-
tion's 173 VA'medical centers.

Recanse 'phones were long con-
sidered ndnessential and too costly,most VA medical centers have only
an antiquated portable pay phone to
Wheel into patients' rooms for calls
to loved ones, officials said. There
generally is one. phone available per
wing, making staying in. touch with
friends and family infrequent and

Chillicothe's upgrade began six
weeks ago, and now 264 rooms have
lines, said Cliff Winter, Ameritech
safety coordinator and PT Phone
Home project leader.

The labor and equipment were
donated by Ameritech, the Com-
Tunication Workers of America, Vi-
etnam Veterans, Telephone Pio-

to their girlfriends, wives, loved
. ones, It means a lot."

Frizzell, who served in the Mar-
ines from 1942 t6 1945 and was
aboard the USS John: Hancock, has
been receiving care in Chillicothe off

the and on sinee 1984. Hé has been a
patient in the Nursing Home CareBuys were so happy to be able to talk? Unit for most of the past two years,

The bedside phone is a boon,
"T''ve been wanting to tak to my
sister," he said.

Winter said volunteers are hap-
py to oblige. "Contact with farnily
and friends is a powerful healing tool
during times of ness and' stress,"
he said. "We feel it's the least we can
do."
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t=nClinton and an Ohio veteran chat-
ied about freedom and the city's

m5weather as the pair celebrated
™ Veterans Day.

Clinton called 71-year-old Wil-
Frizzell, a patient in the Chili-

President Clinton
rings Chillicothe
Veteran received call
from Clinton Saturday

CHILLICOTHE - President 6 Weknow.onthisVeteransDaythatweoweour
freedom to you. We're doing everything we.can to try

network. 73
@"othe Veterans Affairs Medical - :

Center, to thank him for his Service
,(0 the nation,

@e Saturday's call also marked the
sbeginning of a new.bedside tele-
"phone 'project .that will allow pa-
tients at VA centers across the
2eountry to make phone calls from
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their bedsides.
Frizzell said he was honored to

speak to the presidéff 'bul had no
pressing questions to ask:
'We're having a wet one,"' the

former Marine and World War IT

_ {0 preservethe quality of health care inthe veterans

-President Clinton

veteran said of Saturday's fain.
Clinton shared his own Chilli-

cothe weather story.
He visited the area once and.

' went running around in the city
park when it was 3 degrees, Clin- .the president tald-them. We're

"ton said.
"They thought I needed a méo-

tal examination for doing it,"' Chin-
ton said. °

Frizzell grinned, -and. Clinton
moved on with his message of
thanks. In addition to Frizzell,
three other veterans at U.S. med-

. ica centers were included in the
conference call.

He is grateful to the veterans.
and hopes the VA is taking care of
them, Clinton said.
"We know on this Veterans Day
that we owe our freedom to you,"

Clinton chats with local vet
dong everything we can to te

preserve the quality of health care
in the veterans network.
Clinton also praised the phone

project, saying it was -being ex
panded as rapidly as it can.
The nationwide, all-voluntee:

effort is providing bedside phone:
for veterans hospitalized in the na.
tion's 173 VA medical centers.
: Phones were long considerec

nonessential and too costly, anc
most VA medical centers had only
an antiquated portable pay-phone tc

* wheel into patients' rooms for calls
to loved ones, officials said.
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Clinton to
talk with..
area veteran
President William Clinton

will extand a specia) Veterans

War I veteran today. ©
Day greeting to a local World

William Frizzell, a. resident.
at the, Chillicothe Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center Nursing
Home. Care Unit, is one of four
veterans across the country
who is scheduled to receive
the call from the president as
part of a ceremony to in-.
augerate a new bedside tele-.
phone system for VA patients.
Frizzell is a native of Co-

Jumbus and served as a Marine
from 1942 to 1945,

Installation of the bedside
telephone system was made
possible through the efforts of
an organization called PT
Phone Home and volunteers
from the Communication
Workers ofAmerica.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

17 November 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR HAROLD ICKES
JAMES CASTELLO
MELANTE VERVEER

FROM: JENNIFER O'CONNOR

RE: ATTACHED

Attached is a draft letter from Jesse Brown to Senator Daschle
along with a review from the General Counsel at the Department of
Veterans Affairs.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

17 November 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR HAROLD ICKES
JAMES CASTELLO
MELANIE VERVEER

FROM: JENNIFER O'CONNOR

RE: ATTACHED

Attached is a draft letter from Jesse Brown to Senator Daschle
along with a review from the General Counsel at the Department of
Veterans Affairs
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

The Honorable Thomas A. Daschle
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-4103

Dear Senator Daschle:

Thank you for your letter on VA's implementation of section 107 ofPublic Law
103-446, regarding the health status of the spouses and children of Persian GulfWar
veterans. I sincerely regret the delay in responding to you. You and I share. a deep
concern for the well-being of these veterans' family members and a strong desire to learn
as much as we can as soon as we can about their health problems.

We are moving ahead with efforts to add to the Persian Gulf Health Registry

mandated by section 107 of PL 103-446 to determine the nature and extent of the
association, if any, between these family members' health problems and the illnesses of
the veterans.

information about spouses and children. We are also proceeding to cary out the study

In your letter, you urge us to offer diagnostic tests and examinations to the

spouses and children of Persian GulfWar veterans on a self-selected basis. However, we
cannot legally do that. VA's General Counsel recently reviewed the legality of providing
such testing and examinations. She concluded that the only interpretation of the law that

is consistent with the wording of the provision and legislative intent, as reflected in the

Veterans' Affairs Committees' explanation of their compromise agreement, is that the

Department has authority to provide such tests and examinations only as part of the study

required by section 107. The law does not generally authorize the VA to provide tests

and examinations to spouses and children of Persian GulfWar veterans. Her opinion is
enclosed.

For this reason, and in order to use the $2million allowed by section 107 in a way
that willmaximize the scientific knowledge we gain from the examinations, we will
provide them in connection with an epidemiological study.. VA has worked with

nationally recognized scientists to develop this study, the National Persian Gulf Survey.
It will be conducted of a representative sample of 15,000 Persian Gulf veterans and
15,000 Gulf-era veterans. The study will address symptom frequency, exposures while

serving in the Gulf, birth defects in veterans' children, and reproductive problems after
Persian Gulf service. The survey began on October 11, 1995, withmailing of a
notification letter to the 30,000 veterans selected for participation. The survey
questionnaires will be mailed to participants on November 8, 1995. Later phases will
examine participants' medical records and provide examinations of a scientifically-
selected group of veterans and their family members.

Putt ng Veterans First
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In this way, providing the examinations as part of a research study, VA plans to

obtain the most accurate answers about the health status of Persian Gulf veterans and
their spouses and children. If, however, VA were to provide the examinations on a self-

selected basis outside of a scientific study, the $2 million allowed under section 107

would quickly be used up, and we would be unable to fund examinations as part of a

study. This would be amajor setback for our efforts to find the answers that these

families deserve.

Section 107 also requires VA to include in the Persian Gulf Veterans Health
Registry the results of an examination by a private physician of any individual (1) who is

the spouse or child of a veteran listed in the Persian Gulf Veterans Registry and who is

suffering from an illness or disorder which cannot be disassociated from the veteran's

service in Southwest Asia, and (2) who, in the case of a spouse, has granted VA
permission to include in the Registry relevant medical data. VAwill comply fully with
this provision.

The operations manual changes providing instructions for the uniform case

assessment protocol for evaluation ofGulf veterans' family members were published in

September 1995. The publication of a code sheet and instructions for private physicians'
reporting of family members examination results is expected in December 1995. This
will make it possible to add to the Registry information on the illnesses of spouses and
children of Persian Gulf veterans who are included in the Registry. However, because of
the self-selected nature of the participants, they will not necessarily be representative of
the families of Persian Gulf veterans as a whole. Thus, the results will not be
generalizable to all spouses and children of these veterans, nor can they be used to draw

valid conclusions regarding any association between the illnesses of Persian Gulf veterans
and their family members. It is because of these inherent drawbacks in health registry
databases that it is so important that we use an epidemiologic methodology to explore the

possible association of unexplained illnesses iin Persian Gulf veterans and their families,

including birth defects.

As always, I appreciate your concern for and advocacy on behalf of veterans and
their families. We hope that this information is helpful to you.

Sincerely,

Jesse Brown

Enclosure
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DepartmAffairs MemorandumVeterans
JUN 29 1995

Date:

General Counsel (023)

Public 'Law 103-446, Section 107

To:

From:

Subj:

Under Secretary for Health (10/103)

1. You have asked whether section 107 of the Veterans'
.Benefits Improvement Act of 1994, Pub. L. No. 103-446,
authorizes VA to pay for routine care of Persian Gulf
veterans' spouses and children, as suggested by the White
House. You believe that this legislation only authorizes VA
to provide these family members with diagnostic testing and
medical examinations as part of a study conducted by the
Department to determine any association between an illness
of a spouse and/or child and that of a veteran. We agree
with your interpretation.
2. The terms of section 107 and the Act's pertinent
legislative history indicate that VA was given limited
authority to provide diagnostic tests and medical
evaluations of spouses and children of Persian Gulf veterans
in the conduct of an epidemiological study designed to
evaluate any health effects suffered by them as a result of
the veterans' service in the Gulf. Congress did not grant
VA general authority to treat or provide medical care to
these veterans' family members.

3. Specifically, section 107(a) states, in part, that
subject to the funding limitation ($2 million):

VA shall conduct a study to evaluate the health
status of spouses and children of Persian Gulf War
veterans. Under the study, the Secretary shall
provide for the conduct of diagnostic testing and
appropriate medical examinations of any
individual --

2105VA FORM
MAR 1989
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« 2.

Under Secretary for Health (10/103)

who is the spouse or child of a veteran (who is
listed in the Persian Gulf War Health Registry and
suffering from an illness or disorder); and

who is apparently suffering, or may have suffered
from, an illness or disorder (including a birth
defect, miscarriage, or stillbirth) which cannot
be disassociated from the veteran's service in the
Southwest Asia theater of operations.

The Veterans' Benefits Improvement Act of 1994, Pub. L. No.
103-446, § 107(a) (1), (2).

4. The specific purpose of this study (§ 107(a)) is to
"gather such medical data . . . to determine the nature and
extent of the association, if any, between the spouse or
child's illness or disorder and the illness of the veteran."
Id. at § 107{a).

5. We interpret this section, based on its plain and
unambiguous language, to mean that VA must conduct a study
to evaluate the health effects, if any, on family members of
Persian Gulf War veterans, who are suffering from an illness
that may possibly be related to their exposure to a toxic
substance or environmental hazard during their service in
the Gulf. The statute, by its terms, limite VA's authority
to provide diagnostic tests and medical examinations to only
those spouses and children who meet the criteria for
inclusion in the mandated epidemiological study. That is,
only spouses and children who participate in the study are
eligible for such tests and examinations. (For purposes of
section 107, the terms "child" and "spouse" have the.
meanings given in 38 U.S.C. & 101(4) and (31), respectively.
Id. at § 107(j).) Section 107 does not give VA general
treatment authority to care for these veterans' family
members.

6. The legislative history supports our interpretation. It
indicates that the House and Senate Committees on Veterans'
Affairs ultimately rejected the Senate's proposal (found in
section 5 of S. 2330) to require VA "to conduct medical
examinations and testing, consultation, and counseling for
the dependent of any veteran listed in the registry if the
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who is the spouse or child of a veteran (who is
listed in the Persian Gulf War Health Registry and
suffering from an illness or disorder); and

who is apparently suffering, or may have suffered
from, an illness or disorder (including a birth
defect, miscarriage, or stillbirth) which cannot
be disassociated from the veteran's service in the
Southwest Asia theater of operations.

The Veterans' Benefits Improvement Act of 1994, Pub. L. No.
103-446, § 107(a) (1), (2)

The specific purpose of this study (§ 107(a)) to
gather such medical data to determine the nature and4

extent of the association, if any, between the spouse or
child's illness or disorder and the illness of the veteran.'
Id. at § 107(a)

We interpret this section, based on its plain and
language, to mean that VA must conduct study5

to evaluate the health effects, if any, on family members of
Persian Gulf War veterans, who are suffering from an illness
that may possibly be related to their exposure to toxic
substance or environmental hazard during their service in
the Gulf The statute, by its terms, limite VA's authority
to provide diagnostic tests and medical examinations to only
those spouses and children who meet the criteria for
inclusion an the mandated epidemiological study. That is,
only spouses and children who participate in the study are
eligible for such tests and examinations. (For purposes of
section 107, the terms "child" and "spouse" have the
meanings given in 38 U.S.C. 101(4) and (31) respectively.
Id. at 107(3) Section 107 does not give VA general
treatment authority to care for these veterans' family
members.

6. The legislative history supports our interpretation. It
indicates that the House and Senate Committees on Veterans
Affairs ultimately rejected the Senate's proposal (found in
section of S. 2330) to require VA uuto conduct medical
examinations and testing, consultation, and counseling for
the dependent of any veteran listed the registry if the
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veteran believes that the illness of any family member is
related to the veteran's service in the Gulf War." Joint
Explanatory Statement for H.R. 4386,-- CONG. REC. H11352,
H11354 (Oct. 7, 1994).

7. The Committees explained their intent with respect to
section 107, as follows:

Section 107, which is derived from the Senate
provision, would require VA to conduct a pilot study,
whereby VA would develop an evaluation protocol and

guidelines for medical examinations, tests, and
consultations with dependents of Gulf War veterans.
These procedures would be restricted to those
dependents whose illness, birth defects, or other
disorder cannot be disassociated from the veterans'
services in the Gulf War. The purpose of the
pilot study is to ensure that the VA conducts research
on the illness of (dependents), using an existing data
base and objective medical information.
Id.

8. The compromise agreement does not state or imply that
Congress intended to give VA blanket authorization to
provide medical examinations and tests to spouses and

children of Persian Gulf War veterans. Rather, it reflects
that Congress only intended to authorize VA to provide
testing and medical examinations to spouses and children who

are included in the pilot study and does not authorize the

provision of treatment for any person.

Mary Lou Keener
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These procedures would be restricted to those
dependents whose illness, birth defects, or other
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