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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY'S REGIONAI. REPRESENTATIVE
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NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10278
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EDUCATION HOT ISSUES: NEW JERSEY

According to the 1990 U.S. Census New Jersey has population of-7,730188 million citizens. It ranks eighth in population, andforty four in land mags.
There are 611 school districts in the state. Each of the twentyoné counties and most towns have their own school board,superintendent and cducation agenda. This stale also has acentral board. Local property taxes alone finance most of theschools in the state. It's commonly felt that property taxesalone can not properly support poor urban school districts. In1973 the State Supreme Court declared that exclusive reliance onproperty taxes to finance schools violated the state constitutionStating that exclusive reliance on property tax revenue preventedChildren in poor districts from obtaining a "thorough andefficient" education. To address issues of parity the state'sfirst income tax was passed into law,

TAXES
Governor Christine Whitman faces the same dilemma that all NewJersey Governor's faced since 1973: How to provide cqualeducation to all New Jersey children and not raise taxes? Shewas elected on the promise to lower state income taxes. She didthat. She is uow faced with the likelihood of having to cutstate funding for education. This in turn will force localitiesto raise property taxes to maintain their schools, and meet theunfunded state mandates. For example, in Fort Lee the averageproperty-tax increase last year was $228 the typical income-taxbreak a mera $87.
Education in New Jersey is very expensive. There are 611 publicechools in New Jersey. The per student cost is $9,000 thehighest in the country. New Jersey teachers are also among thevery best paid. The Whitman administration claims that despitethe high per student cost, New Jersey is at the bottom when
comparing dollars that actually go to the elassroom. School
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administrative costs account for a huge portion of the schooldollar. In an effort to stop profligate school spending thestate has made huge cuts in financial contributions to thedistricts with the highest administrative cost. The wealthiestfowns have seen the greatest cuts. Many of these communitieshave expressed "shock" that this means austerity for them aswell,
STATE STANDARDS

Governor Whitman and the Commissioner of Education, Leo Klagholzhave a néw approach to the problem, They unveiled their proposalto promote state wide standards for all school children in NewJersey on February 23rd during a Town Meeting in which SecretaryRiley participated. Statewide standards give the state newauthority and more power in traditionally local matters. Tt isfelt that few school boards will readily relinquish power to thestate. Whether it may avoid the tax dilemma. all remains to beseen. In order to promote the new etandards the Governor and theCommissioner will hold information meetings in all twenty onecounties across the state, They will have to do a great salesjob, given voters here traditionally independent Local authority.
VOUCHERS

The states largest union (NJEA) remains opposed to schoolvouchers. A year ago Governer Whitman told teachers that shewanted to experiment with vouchers for private schools for NewJersey students. The union spent milliong of dollars last yearattacking Whitmaus' pilot program which would pay for Jersey Citystudents to attend private school if they wished. The plan tomove forward on vouchers has gone very Slowly though shementioned a September '95 date for implementation of a JerseyCity pilot in her "State of the State Address. Many statelegislators both Democrat and Republican oppose vouchers.
THE BELL CURVE/RUTGERS

President Francis Lawrence of Rutgers University has been underfire since his comments concerning minorities and test gcores.In a meeting with faculty members last fall he asked how to dealwith "...(a) disadvantaged population that doesn't have the

protested and demanded his resignation, At one point protestingBtudents shut down a basketball game. President Lawrencereceived a vote of confidence from the Board of Trustees in arecent meeting. Things are relatively quiet at the moment.

genetic hereditary background to have higher average?" Sincethe statement was made public in February students have

BILINGUAL EDUCATION
State legislators are trying to reform the English-as-a-SecondLanguage Program. New proposals would require small school
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districts that now get waivers to institute programs. It wouldalso provide more flexibility te larger districte. State lawshave mandated for years that schools provide special teaching fornon-English speaking children if they have 20 children or morewho speak the same non-English language.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Thomas Kean, former governer of the state, an eutspokcn advocatefor affordable college and the president of Drew University inNew Jersey, was recently appointed a member of the newly formedCommissiou on the National Investment in Higher Education. Heregularly writes editorials for the state papers advocatingaccess to college for all students.
SCHOOL LUNCH IN NEW JERSEY

New Jersey has 494,002 students participating in the federal
sludents out of a population of 42,000. students.. Many educatorsexpress concern that the block grant will not be able to meet thegrowth in need during an economic down turn. This cencern led toRep. Marge Roukema, R Ridgewood to cross party lines to vote foran unsuccessful Democrat amendment that would allow lunch grantsto increase if the unemployment xates increases. Roukema alsoexpressed concern that nutrition standards would fall andchildren might drink sweet soda with their lunch instead of milk.

breakfast and lunch program Newark aloné has 37,000 ligible
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NEW JERSEY DEMOCRATIC
STATE COMMITTEE

::

Adamic County
Michael Garvin
Mary' E. Haynie
Patricia McCullough
Fred Scerni

Bergen County
Dr. 4lan Baskin
Joan Fernandez
RobertGordon
Judy Kah!
Joseph R. Mariniello
June Momag
Kevin P, OConnor
Walter Slamienski, Jr.
Helen Torricelli
Theresa Vallone

Burlington County
Else J. Barney
Edward NelMonico
Willan M. Kaufman
Dorothy B. Riley

Camden County
StephenAyscue
Margaret M. Finken
Lewis R. Fnedner
Algiers Holmes
Thomas J. Kikcourse
Barbara A. Pine

Cape May County
Bruce Gorman
Carla Lcusner

Cumberland County
Nancy Sungenis
JulieMerede,

Essex County
Patricia McGarry Drake
Rita Fumosa
.A "Buddy" Fortunato
Calvin D. West
Carole A. Graves

MEMBERS +:

Warren Grover
Luna | . Mishoe. Ill
Carolyn Meacham
Carmen A. Grechio
Catherine P. willis

Gloucester County
Alice D. Corsey
Nancy Elkis
David P. Fanslau
Paul A. Oland

Hudson Coury
Maria Barrios
Kathieen Fieki
Robert Haney
Samuel Hill
Carmine ingicse
Juanita Seidel

ttunterdon County
Shirley Dudick
Ronaid Pittore

Mercer County
Marge.Caldwellwilson
Catherine Graham
Manuel Segura
Mark Setaro

Middlesex County
Anne Alonai
Armand Cannamela
Janet Fallon
Jann J. Fay
Camille Fernicola
Frank Forst
Angie Puleio
Vito Puleio .

Monmouth County
Ermon K. Jones
Diane M. Melody
Constance V, Nolan
Jonn F, Philips
Richard Vuola
Barbara A, white

Morris County
FE. Drew Britcher
Robert C. Grant
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Ocean County
James Blaney
William M. Coulter

Tin pleased in

Catherine M. Dolan
Lueilie C. Foley
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the Democrati

Barbara J. Newmar
John F. Russo

Passaic County
Roscoe Baker
Eli M. Burgos
FertieColeman
Maria P. Havasy
Samuel Taylor
JoanWaks

Salem County
Blanche Bailey
Josepn Davenport

Somerset County
Kanak Dutta
Bill lannone
Eileen miller
Michacl TD Nee

Sussex County
Margarita Cart
Joseph Keslo

Union County
Ren brdos
June Fisther
Jerry Green
Prod Kessler
SamMcGhee
Joanne Ralopp!

Warren County
PhilipMugavero
Annette Munley
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