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March-22, 1995

7
ALBANY C On

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:
We are writing to express our serious concern about HousingSecretary Henry Cisneros' decision to support government funding of

security contracts with affiliates of Louis Farrakhan's Nation ofIslam. These security affiliates have engaged in proselytizing,handed out racist and anti-Semitic literature and sold religiousitems at housing projects while being paid by federal taxpayerdollars. We do not believe that government funds should be used to
help promote the racism and anti-Semitism advocated by Louis
Parrakhan.

We were also extremely disturbed by Secretary Cisneros' recent
testimony before Congress during which he compared the Nation of
Islam, with an avowedly racist agenda, to the Salvation Army andB'nai Brith. At a time when many of us are waiting for theAdministration to position itself to fight for the noble, originalprinciples behind the civil rights movement, Secretary Cisneros has
decided to defend Nation of Islam Security which will not hire
whites, Jews, Latinos, women--anyone other than male members of the
Nation of Islam.

We urge you to reconsider your Administration's support for
government funding that has become the financial base of the Nationof Islam. As elected Democrats and members of the New York State
Legislature, we support New York's decision to prevent state funds
from being used by security companies to promote the Nation of
Islam agenda. We hope you will ensure that the federal governmentdoes the same.

Sincerely,

ASS LYMEMBER J. BRENNAN

ASS LYMEMBER POLONETSKY
e

SEMBLYMEMBER E. DU

ER J.-BDINOWITZ
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20410-0001

MEMORANDUM
TO: Jennifer O'Connor

FROM: Bruce Katz

Financial Assistance and Firms with Possible
Connections to the Nation of Islam

SUBJ: Review of Contracts Between Recipients of Federal

DATE: March 31, 1995

This memorandum provides you with background on HUD has
handled the issue of federal funding being provided to security
firms with possible connections to the Nation of Islam (NOI). A

separate memorandum will summarize the Secretary's March 2nd
testimony before a House Subcommittee.

The Department received a number of letters during 1994 from
Members of Congress and private organizations expressing concern
that the Nation of Islam and firms affiliated with the Nation of
Islam had been awarded contracts to provide security at public
and federally-assisted housing developments. During that
period, the Department received no individual complaints of
housing discrimination by the security firms. Nevertheless, in
January of 1995, the Department commenced a review of these
contracts at the request of Senator Dole ana other Members of
Congress to ensure that the contracts complied with civil rights
requirements.

The Department has not contracted with the Nation of Islam
for the provision of security of services. The Department funds
local public housing authorities (PHA's) and federally-assisted
housing providers who, in turn, enter into subcontracts for
various operating services. These PHA's and assisted housing
providers are local government bodies or private firms which, in
most cases, have full authority to make their own contractual
decisions without HUD approval. Also, the security contracts
identified are with firms which are separate, legally-
incorporated entities, which purport to be distinct from the
Nation of Islam, although the principals of these firms and their
employees may have other associations with the Nation of Islan.

At the outset of our review, we identified eleven contracts
between assisted housing providers and firms that may have some
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ties to the Nation of Islam. Four of these contracts were with
PHA''s in Baltimore, Chicago (two contracts) and Dayton, Ohio.
The remaining seven were with private housing providers receiving
HUD assistance in Brooklyn, Buffalo, Pittsburgh (two contracts),
and Washington, DC (three contracts). All of these contracts
were for security services except the one contract in Dayton,which is for the provision of social services. Also, by the time
of our March 2, 1995 hearing before the House Subcommittee on
General Oversight and Investigations, the two contracts in
Pittsburgh had expired. Thirteen other contracts in five
metropolitan areas had expired before the Department commencedits review. Those expired contracts were in Los Angeles,
Washington, DC (five), Pittsburgh (five), Philadelphia, and
Freeport, NY.

HUD conducted its review, in part, under its compliancereview authority under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and Section 109 of the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974. HUD also conducted its review in order to determine
whether there was evidence to warrant a Secretary-initiated
complaint under Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968.

During the recent congressional oversight hearing, questionswere raised about the employment practices of the security firms,
including suggestions that the firms may discriminate on the
basis of race, gender, and perhaps religion. During HUD's
review, investigators observed that the security firms'
workforces were all African-American and overwhelmingly male.
Several members of the oversight subcommittee suggested in their
questions that a mono-racial work force was strongly suggestiveof discrimination. The American Jewish Congress (AJ Congress),
one of the private organizations that has expressed concern about
the NOI-related contracts, also alleged possible employmentdiscrimination when, in March 1994, they asked the Department of
Labor's Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) to
investigate whether the firms were in compliance with the equal
employment requirements for federal contractors. The OFCCP
informed the AJ Congress that it did not have jurisdiction overits allegations and referred the matter to HUD.

HUD does not have jurisdiction over employmentdiscrimination unless (a) the primary objective of the federalfinancial assistance is to provide employment, or (b) employmentdiscrimination operates to deny equality of opportunity or
otherwise discriminates against the beneficiaries of the public
or assisted housing program involved. HUD has not, to date,
uncovered evidence to this effect.

Despite the Department's limited authority to investigate
employment discrimination under Title VI, the Department did
request the voluntary cooperation of the security firms in
providing employment records to the Department. To date, the
security firms have failed to provide employment records to HUD
er to the public or assisted housing providers. As the
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Department has no authority to compel the companies to providethis information, we believe that the appropriaction is to turn over any further review of the employmentmatter to the EEOC.

Since the March 2, 1995 subcommittee hear ing, the ChicagoTribune and the Baltimore Sun. have publishedarticles reporting a number of other problemsfirms are facing, including tax evasion, a posinterest involving a PHA Chairman, charges aga inst guards for"assault with intent to murder," and renewed qinter-relationship between the Nation of Islamfirms. Also, the Washington Post reported on
the Department of Health and Human Services' Office for Civil
Rights is investigating an NOI-affiliated AIDS
Northeast Washington, DC for alleged failure to treat patients
who are not African-American.

As the Secretary stated at the hearing on
Department/'s review, although thorough and detailed, was limitedin scope. The review focused on compliance wi
discrimination provisions, contract performance, proselytizing or
improper religious recruitment, discrimination
towards residents, as well as any complaints and grievances that
had been filed against the security firms. The results of the
nearly 1,000 interviews illustrated that there
"widespread or systematic" problems in the are
Department, however, has not exonerated the fi
time constraints imposed by the March 2, 1995six weeks after we commenced our review), the
completing its initial review of these contrac
the Congressional subcommittee hearing. Since
Department's lawyers have had an opportunity to conduct further
review of the documents and the other information collected.

The Department will undertake further rev lew of thecontracts to determine whether the conduct recently reported in
the Baltimore and Chicago press justifies deba
renewal of the contracts.

I await any advice that you or your office may have as the
Department continues its investigation.
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WLIB - 2/28/95

Speech of Louis Farrakhan on February 26, 1995
:

To you know why I'm teaching the subject on Jesus saves? Cause after } say what
I'm today, if I ain't got a savior, I'm sure gonna need one after [ say what I say today.
Let me just finish Don't be frightened for me. You better be frightened for yourself.
Because some souff is going down in America right now as we speak And all our lives are
in danger right now. And I've got to sound the alarm, brothers and sisters. I dont care
nothin' about my Life. Irs your life that I wanna save. Lister. Now thar the bank the: prints
money the hand of private interest, the idea is to push up snd inspire the government to

©

borrow. How do you do it? Get America into war! The war in Europe started in 1914, and
by 1917, under a Lie about the Lusitania being sunk by German subs, the American people
were called into a war to end all wars. Boy, this is heavy, mas. You can't believe how
Wicked, hew low-down, how rotien, wait 2 minute, wait a minute, wait You cant
believe how wicked these people are to play games with your lives and the ves of your
babies, cttate a war fust to get more money, to charge more interest, and send your bebiesto ~

die for balishie! Excuse me, but bullshit is the dropping of a cow or bull, it's b.s., it's Hes, its
deceit, andthe American people wert to war in 1917, and black people sucd to become a part
of the War, ::berause we didn't want to be left out of America, so American signed us to

fight the wax. And blackmen died, But they don't know what the hell they were dyin' for,
and neither did the white ones now what they were dyin' for. But the man of gotta be
revealed, arid I thank God that he pot it in my heart, I don't have no fear of those bastards, I
waaus expcee them ali! God is present, God is in theworld, and I'm gonna prove to you by

"RNOT LEN veel
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my life chat has power to save. Don't worry about me, You beter worry sbout yourself,
Exevse my isnguage, but they are bastante, they're illegitimare children When America
started borrowing moncy, they had have a way to pay it back. And that's bow they thougnt
up the IRS. Then they started taking income tex. But by Gat time the Reckefullers acd the

Carnegies bad their money in trust finds, and they bad found ¢ way to get armmd paying
taxes, but the faxes were for the poor and the middle class. Ir was @ gradual income tax. Jt
was to keep on escalating. And in the came year, the FBI was established. You think the

Fel is out to fight crime. The FBI bes done some of the most wicked, criminal things ic
esis cousuy against the citizens of America. Who are you, Farrakhan? Who are you to take
on the unseen power of the world to expose ther to the Ligh: cf day? Who ze you? I asy

your brother. I'm a servant of these cwo mighty mea. Toe FBI hes spied on and ss
te persecute everybody, white or black, that tampers with contol of the pear people.
Wherhe you're comrnmnist, sociatisSt, Whecex you have ag idee thar could stomtlate the

masses with truth, the FBI pouncss on you, In the same year thet the FBI was established,
the Anti-Defamation League wes established, The Anti-Defamation League has been used to

caver up and to fight against anybody that is not necessarily anti-Semitic bu aaytedy whe
will expose those Jews who have beea at the root of the control of the banking system of the

. Federal Resecve So when you start opeaing up the truth, immesiately they you end
call you cither a Intent ar antiSemite they want to stifle you, They'll
Gzive you out of Congress, They'll drive you oat of business. They drive you out of
wherever you are. But! say to the Leagne, this is one black sama that yon
aint gonna dsive one damp thing. Now, from 1913 to 1995, the debt is nearly $5 trillicn, md

GWM 4S8 ETE "RNOLLUN PyIST
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PM-HUD-Nation of Islam, 1st Ld-Writethru, 20444,750

STUDY FINDS NO RECRUITING BY MUSLIM
PATROLS IN HOUSING PROJECTS
Eds: LEADS with 8 grafs to UPDATE with Cisneros, other tesimony;
PICKS UP 6th graf pvs bgng, "Congress is'
By SONYA ROSS
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Housing
Secretary Henry Cisneros said today he
found no evidence that Nation of Islam
security guards recruit for their faith while
patrolling housing projects, He warned a

congressional hearing that further
investigation of ther work
would only "persecute" the Muslim sect

With one exception, he said, the
firms with federally funded security
contracts were entirely separate entities from
the Nation of Islam, a black Muslim sect led
by Minister Louis Farrakhan.

He acknowledged that the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development's six-week review of the
contracts was somewhat limited, but said,
"Going any further than this" would
"persecute an organization" that has been
effective in stamping
out crime in low-income housing.

"We have been absolutely,
scrupulously straight in our review,"
Cisneros told the oversight and
investigations subcommittee of the House
Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs
Committee. "I abhor the tendency toward

division in our society. When I hear some of
the expressions by Minister Farrakhan, they
obviously grate. But we've followed the
law."

The Nation of Islam is an all-black
Muslim denomination headed by Farrakhan,
who has criticized Judaism and made
Statements offensive to Jews. The guards
have been credited with reducing crime in
some of the country's most chaotic housing
ptojects.

HUD's review "has identified
some local contracts with security firms
which are run by persons who practice the
Islamic faith," Cisneros said. Housing
agencies may not deny a contract based on
religious affiliation, he noted.

AbdulArifMuhammad, lawyer for
the security companies, said the owners of
the security firms are "acknowledged
members" of the Nation of Islam, but there
are no legal or corporate connections
between them,

In testimony, he said allegations
that the Nation of Islam is a hate group
already has cost the security firms several
private contracts with companies such as
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STUDY FINDS NO RECRUITING BY MUSLIM
PATROLS IN HOUSING PROJECTS
Eds: LEADS with 8 grafs to UPDATE with Cisneros, other tesimony;
PICKS UP 6th graf pvs bgng, "Congress is'
By SONYA ROSS
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Housing
Secretary Henry Cisneros said today he
found no evidence that Nation of Islam
security guards recruit for their faith while
patrolling housing projects, He warned a

congressional hearing that further
investigation of ther work
would only "persecute" the Muslim sect

With one exception, he said, the
firms with federally funded security
contracts were entirely separate entities from
the Nation of Islam, a black Muslim sect led
by Minister Louis Farrakhan.

He acknowledged that the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development's six-week review of the
contracts was somewhat limited, but said,
"Going any further than this" would
"persecute an organization" that has been
effective in stamping
out crime in low-income housing.

"We have been absolutely,
scrupulously straight in our review,"
Cisneros told the oversight and
investigations subcommittee of the House
Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs
Committee. "I abhor the tendency toward

division in our society. When I hear some of
the expressions by Minister Farrakhan, they
obviously grate. But we've followed the
law."

The Nation of Islam is an all-black
Muslim denomination headed by Farrakhan,
who has criticized Judaism and made
Statements offensive to Jews. The guards
have been credited with reducing crime in
some of the country's most chaotic housing
ptojects.

HUD's review "has identified
some local contracts with security firms
which are run by persons who practice the
Islamic faith," Cisneros said. Housing
agencies may not deny a contract based on
religious affiliation, he noted.

AbdulArifMuhammad, lawyer for
the security companies, said the owners of
the security firms are "acknowledged
members" of the Nation of Islam, but there
are no legal or corporate connections
between them,

In testimony, he said allegations
that the Nation of Islam is a hate group
already has cost the security firms several
private contracts with companies such as
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Holiday Inn, Federal
Stouffer-Renaissance Hotels
Washington Convention Center.

Congress is scrutinizing the federal
contracts to determine whether security firms
violate laws barring discrimination in
employment or use their security patrols as
a Tecruitment tactic.

Express,
and the

Late last year, Senate Majority
Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., asked HUD for a
list of Nation of Islam-held contracts either
with HUD or agencies it regulates.

The HUD review found nine
current contracts for security in public
housing projects or federally subsidized
apartment complexes in Baltimore, New
York City, Chicago, Dayton, Ohio,
Washington, D.C., and Buffalo, N-Y. Fifteen
other contracts either have expired
Or were terminated.

The current contracts, worth about
$10 million, are held by NOI
Secunity Agency Inc., New Life Self
Development Co., X-Men Security, Inc. and
Nation of Islam Community Support Group.

They were reached with local
housing authorities and private landlords
who "have full authority to make their own
contractual decisions without HUD
approval," Cisneros said. The suppor
group holds a contract with the Dayton
Mewopolitan Housing Authority to provide
community services, not security, Cisneros
said. It was included in the HUD review
because its name implied a direct link to
Farrakhan's sect, the secretary said.

Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y., who has
inttoduced legislation prohibiting federal
contracts for extremist groups, said the HUD
review skirted the employment
discrimination issue. He also wants to know
whether the companies were the lowest
bidders for their
contracts.

"These reports seem to be goinginto the quality of the work.

OFC OF SEC + 202 456 6797 NO. 850

They never looked into the employment
discrimination," King said. "In Brooklyn,
we know they were proselytizing, sellingNation of Islam products.

"He does have the right to stop
them, I believe, if it turns out there were
bidding irregularities," King added. "My
feeling is ... once they got the contracts,
Cisneros looked the other way."

Cisneros said HUD had not
received any discrimination complaints from
tenants against the contractors, The Nation
of Islam, he noted, is not on the FBI's list of
hate groups.

As for recruitment, Cisneros said,
all HUD could find were "isolated,
short-lived incidents" where the Nation of
Islam's newspaper, The Final Call, was
distributed. The newspaper is sold primarilyon street corners by dark-suited, bow-tied
Nation of Islam members.
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March 2, 1995

The Honorable Henry G. Cisneros
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development451 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20410

Dear Secretary Cisneros:
Following up on yesterday's letter to you, we write to
express our deep dismay and disappointment with the
Department's testimony at today's hearings on federallyfunded security services provided by affiliates of theNation of Islam.
In other circumstances, Mr. Secretary, you havedemonstrated an understanding of the importance of
strong federal action to confront racism ana
@iscrimination. Not today. [In concluding yourtestimony, you noted that some of Minister Farrakhan's
expressions "have caused national concern" and you said
you rejected them. But you then stated: "But that's a
separate question."
It's not a separate question, Mr. Secretary -- andthat's the point. Beyond any excessively legalisticattempts to distinguish the Nation of Islam and itsaffiliated security services, remains one painfullyobvious truth: These are not just any servicecontracts -- and the Nation of Islam is not just anysubcontractor.
We wanted to hear some recognition of this simple,Spparent fact in your testimony -- an@ we did not. Tothe contrary, the overall picture presented of theNation of Islam through HUD's testimony was
complimentary.
The Nation of Islam is an organization with a well-
documented, irrefutable public record of racism andbigotry. Yet, HUD's lim ted and inadequateinvestigation of their affiliated seourity servicesinevitably resulted in an inaccurate and distorted viewof the organization. Further, your statement's shallow
comparison of the Nation of Islam with CatholicCharities, B'nai Brith, and the Salvation Army isodious and deeply offensive.
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The Honorable Henry G. Cisneros
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development451 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20410

Dear Secretary Cisneros:
Following up on yesterday's letter to you, we write to
express our deep dismay and disappointment with the
Department's testimony at today's hearings on federallyfunded security services provided by affiliates of theNation of Islam.
In other circumstances, Mr. Secretary, you havedemonstrated an understanding of the importance of
strong federal action to confront racism ana
@iscrimination. Not today. [In concluding yourtestimony, you noted that some of Minister Farrakhan's
expressions "have caused national concern" and you said
you rejected them. But you then stated: "But that's a
separate question."
It's not a separate question, Mr. Secretary -- andthat's the point. Beyond any excessively legalisticattempts to distinguish the Nation of Islam and itsaffiliated security services, remains one painfullyobvious truth: These are not just any servicecontracts -- and the Nation of Islam is not just anysubcontractor.
We wanted to hear some recognition of this simple,Spparent fact in your testimony -- an@ we did not. Tothe contrary, the overall picture presented of theNation of Islam through HUD's testimony was
complimentary.
The Nation of Islam is an organization with a well-
documented, irrefutable public record of racism andbigotry. Yet, HUD's lim ted and inadequateinvestigation of their affiliated seourity servicesinevitably resulted in an inaccurate and distorted viewof the organization. Further, your statement's shallow
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The Honorable Henry Cisneros
March 2, 1995
Page 2

Your testimony essentially ceded civil rights oversightresponsibilities to other federal agencies -= incircumstances we believe, instead, call for much morevigorous and proactive HUD enforcement scrutiny.
The articulated racism and anti-Semitism of bigots can
poison the atmosphere of civil discourse and do much
damage. But the real danger of racist demagoguery canoccur only when good people are silent in the face ofbigotry, when thay avert their eyes from it, or chooseto ignore it altogether. That is when prejudice can
grow and that is when minorities that are thetargets of hate and discrimination should really beginto worry.
Sincerely,

Abraham H. Foxman
: National Director
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Your testimony essentially ceded civil rights oversightresponsibilities to other federal agencies incircumstances we believe, inatead, call for much morevigorous and proactive HUD enforcement scrutiny.
The articulated racism and anti-Semitism of bigots can
poison the atmosphere of civil discourse and do much
damage. But the real danger of racist demagoguery canoccur only when good people are silent in the face ofbigotry, when they avert their cyes from it, or chooseto ignore it altogether. That is when prejudice can
grow and that is when minorities that are thetargets of hate and discrimination should really beginto worry.
Sincerely

Abrahan H. Foxman
National Director
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@ The Ospartment of Housing and
Urban Davalopment hea cleared security
firms affiliated with the Nation of islam
of any wrongdoing. The inveatigation,
prompted by prisaure from Jawish groups
and members of Congress, has coms under
altsck. (Page 1)

© Israel? pallce launched an investiga
tion inte alaged misuse of funda fa the
Histadeut leker faderation, A maior
Political scandal erupted efter reports that
police officials are Investigating Labor Party
loeders whe allegedly misappropriated
Histadrut funds for their own pollticel investigate $10 million in security contracts at owejacome housing develop
purposes. [Page 2!

@ leraall afficlals and Jawiah landers
expressed dismay and surprise aver a
statement fssuad by sight ehereh load
ate that oriticized the Clinten administration
for "failing te resognize and support Palas.
tinian tighte and interests in Jerusalem."
Avi Granat, an officlal with the Isragli
Embassy in Weahington, sed he "was
uffended thet Jerse! waa apt consulted.

@ Repreesntatives fram israel, Egypt,
Jordan and the Palastioieas eonvaned
In Atiman fer thelr first masting to
discuss the return ¢o the territariee of
Palestinians diepissed during (he 1887
Six-Osy War. Olfterences regsrding the
scope of the meating ware evident, with
the leraall teem calling {1 an "Informal
consultation meeting." while the Arab mere than five haurs.
leaders relarred te it as a formal attempt
to solve tha problem of Raphacad sersoas,

@ The pr Security
Counell met with an
tive to express, soncarn aver
blockade of the Lebanese cosst. The
meating came h the weke of ¢ letter
ceulatad by Lebanen asking for U.N.
intarvantion te end the weeke-old blockade.
(Page 2]

@ More than 1,800 farvently Orthadox
Jawa gathered outeide the israeli Con-
sulate in New York to protest tha axce
vation at the site of en ancient cemetery
in Jaffe. The damansiretars sald the dis
putad tend, designeted for an underground
parkerg lot, wes a Jewish grave sits, Jere

- Officiais said such dais are "baseless"
and that the lend ic « Christien burial site.

HUD probe into Nation of isiam
blasted by Jewish organizations
By Matihe.. Dorf

1: be

1

W.SHINGTON, March 7 (ITA)- A Department of Housing and
Urban Dev--loyment investigation, which has cleared security firms sffillaud
with the Nuiion of Islam of any wrongdaing, is under attack from members
of Cangress and Jewish activists,

signaled a low palne in biaek-Jewish relations aa some black memt ers of
Congress ascused Jewish groups of launching an assquit ca Isiam and biseks.

Nation of Islan.
Cisuetos' evaluation drew the ire of representatives from the

American Jewish Concrete and the Anti-Defimstion League, who slse
testified at the hearing before tha House Banking end Financial Services
Subcommities on General Oversight and Investigations.

menis held by firms with des te the Nation of islam, the vinilently snti-
Semitic group led by Louis Parrakban,

HUN finally sgreed to the lavestigation in January, suocumbing to
extensive pressure from Jewish groups includiag 4,000 letters from

Peter King -R-N.Y.) and Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole (R-Kan.),

Ato hearing last week, the ewish groups both critisiaed the HUD
investigstion and reiterated their belief that the Nation of Islam should net be
granted govi rment contracts.

shitked its rcsponsibility and ''mnisinterpreted™' its role,

At the same time, a congressional hearing on the subject last wek

At the hearing, HUD Secretary Henry Cleneros said contiouinx the
investigaticn ''would simply be Using government to persecute the

had requested that HUDPor mare than

Supporters «7 AJCongress and f rem menbers of Congress, including Rep.
a4Tt my view that these contracts are helping to finance Parrakhen's

empire of hate," King said in pushiog for the investigation earlier this year.

Both ADL ond AlCongress argued at the hearing that HUD hes

Af): went further, calling the investigation "limited end inadequate.

Sassion te ierlarates into Jawlsh va. black debata
The March 2 hearing had been expected to provide a forun to

explore tho link between the ascurity firms and Farrakhan. [t was also
exparted t cxplors allegations that these firms discriminate against
flon-blacks und peopte whe do not belong to the Nation of Islan.

ad, the marathon session before a packed eongreasiona! hearing
room dmerk vated into a minority vs. white and Jewish vs, black debate. The

The entire Republican side of the commitice present were white man,
which was iv: contrast to the bleek and Hispanis Democratic subcommittee
members.

And the panel testifying against the Nation of Islam was made up
exelusively lows; Mare Stem of the American Jewish Cangress; Jess
Herdes and Meyer Bisenberg of the AntiDefamation League; and Jules
Polonutsky, » New York atate Assemblyman and Orthodox Jew.

'T have to adanit that | wish today that you wera Irish, block, Italian,
Asian, Mispsnie, that you didn't necessarily have to all be Jewish," Rep.
Kweisi Mfume (DeMd.) sald the Jewish pans! testifying againstNation of

"Tho uagedy, markmy words, 1s that this hearing Ia be seen
as a referendum on dlack-Jewlah relations, [t's not thet af al esld Mfume,
a former chairman ofthe Ccagressional Black Cauous and himselfa Musitm,

Rep. Maxine Waters Lif.) salled the heacing a ''witeh hunt."
"Yo ."re treading on dangerous grouad when you make an argument

against the 'fuslims. If you ge afler them today, it will be the Jows
temarrow,"" : 1d Waters, who dass not Serve on the subcommilley bul was

Republican mambers of the committee argued thet the hearing was
an appropricte lavesiigation inta whether government money Is belng used ta
finance the hite and anti-Semitism of the Nation of tslam.

1 gimmuarily reject and repudiate these remarks,"' sald Rep. Bob

the UN

' the

allowed to In the hearing,

SC00 : (XL) "Ldad
p/\ d C6, 8 YWJAN SS3Y0N0D HSIM3R

03/28/95 AJCongress @oo212:29 @202 387 3434

DAILY NEWS BULLETIN
Austzhed by the TELHGRAPHIC AGENCY ing © 230 Seventh Ave. = 11th Slog: > New York, N.Y. 10001 » (212) 843-1196

Votume 73, No. 43 Wednesday, March 8, 1995 78th Year

@ The Ospartment of Housing and
Urban Davalopment hea cleared security
firms affiliated with the Nation of islam
of any wrongdoing. The inveatigation,
prompted by prisaure from Jawish groups
and members of Congress, has coms under
altsck. (Page 1)

© Israel? pallce launched an investiga
tion inte alaged misuse of funda fa the
Histadeut leker faderation, A maior
Political scandal erupted efter reports that
police officials are Investigating Labor Party
loeders whe allegedly misappropriated
Histadrut funds for their own pollticel investigate $10 million in security contracts at owejacome housing develop
purposes. [Page 2!

@ leraall afficlals and Jawiah landers
expressed dismay and surprise aver a
statement fssuad by sight ehereh load
ate that oriticized the Clinten administration
for "failing te resognize and support Palas.
tinian tighte and interests in Jerusalem."
Avi Granat, an officlal with the Isragli
Embassy in Weahington, sed he "was
uffended thet Jerse! waa apt consulted.

@ Repreesntatives fram israel, Egypt,
Jordan and the Palastioieas eonvaned
In Atiman fer thelr first masting to
discuss the return ¢o the territariee of
Palestinians diepissed during (he 1887
Six-Osy War. Olfterences regsrding the
scope of the meating ware evident, with
the leraall teem calling {1 an "Informal
consultation meeting." while the Arab mere than five haurs.
leaders relarred te it as a formal attempt
to solve tha problem of Raphacad sersoas,

@ The pr Security
Counell met with an
tive to express, soncarn aver
blockade of the Lebanese cosst. The
meating came h the weke of ¢ letter
ceulatad by Lebanen asking for U.N.
intarvantion te end the weeke-old blockade.
(Page 2]

@ More than 1,800 farvently Orthadox
Jawa gathered outeide the israeli Con-
sulate in New York to protest tha axce
vation at the site of en ancient cemetery
in Jaffe. The damansiretars sald the dis
putad tend, designeted for an underground
parkerg lot, wes a Jewish grave sits, Jere

- Officiais said such dais are "baseless"
and that the lend ic « Christien burial site.

HUD probe into Nation of isiam
blasted by Jewish organizations
By Matihe.. Dorf

1: be

1

W.SHINGTON, March 7 (ITA)- A Department of Housing and
Urban Dev--loyment investigation, which has cleared security firms sffillaud
with the Nuiion of Islam of any wrongdaing, is under attack from members
of Cangress and Jewish activists,

signaled a low palne in biaek-Jewish relations aa some black memt ers of
Congress ascused Jewish groups of launching an assquit ca Isiam and biseks.

Nation of Islan.
Cisuetos' evaluation drew the ire of representatives from the

American Jewish Concrete and the Anti-Defimstion League, who slse
testified at the hearing before tha House Banking end Financial Services
Subcommities on General Oversight and Investigations.

menis held by firms with des te the Nation of islam, the vinilently snti-
Semitic group led by Louis Parrakban,

HUN finally sgreed to the lavestigation in January, suocumbing to
extensive pressure from Jewish groups includiag 4,000 letters from

Peter King -R-N.Y.) and Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole (R-Kan.),

Ato hearing last week, the ewish groups both critisiaed the HUD
investigstion and reiterated their belief that the Nation of Islam should net be
granted govi rment contracts.

shitked its rcsponsibility and ''mnisinterpreted™' its role,

At the same time, a congressional hearing on the subject last wek

At the hearing, HUD Secretary Henry Cleneros said contiouinx the
investigaticn ''would simply be Using government to persecute the

had requested that HUDPor mare than

Supporters «7 AJCongress and f rem menbers of Congress, including Rep.
a4Tt my view that these contracts are helping to finance Parrakhen's

empire of hate," King said in pushiog for the investigation earlier this year.

Both ADL ond AlCongress argued at the hearing that HUD hes

Af): went further, calling the investigation "limited end inadequate.

Sassion te ierlarates into Jawlsh va. black debata
The March 2 hearing had been expected to provide a forun to

explore tho link between the ascurity firms and Farrakhan. [t was also
exparted t cxplors allegations that these firms discriminate against
flon-blacks und peopte whe do not belong to the Nation of Islan.

ad, the marathon session before a packed eongreasiona! hearing
room dmerk vated into a minority vs. white and Jewish vs, black debate. The

The entire Republican side of the commitice present were white man,
which was iv: contrast to the bleek and Hispanis Democratic subcommittee
members.

And the panel testifying against the Nation of Islam was made up
exelusively lows; Mare Stem of the American Jewish Cangress; Jess
Herdes and Meyer Bisenberg of the AntiDefamation League; and Jules
Polonutsky, » New York atate Assemblyman and Orthodox Jew.

'T have to adanit that | wish today that you wera Irish, block, Italian,
Asian, Mispsnie, that you didn't necessarily have to all be Jewish," Rep.
Kweisi Mfume (DeMd.) sald the Jewish pans! testifying againstNation of

"Tho uagedy, markmy words, 1s that this hearing Ia be seen
as a referendum on dlack-Jewlah relations, [t's not thet af al esld Mfume,
a former chairman ofthe Ccagressional Black Cauous and himselfa Musitm,

Rep. Maxine Waters Lif.) salled the heacing a ''witeh hunt."
"Yo ."re treading on dangerous grouad when you make an argument

against the 'fuslims. If you ge afler them today, it will be the Jows
temarrow,"" : 1d Waters, who dass not Serve on the subcommilley bul was

Republican mambers of the committee argued thet the hearing was
an appropricte lavesiigation inta whether government money Is belng used ta
finance the hite and anti-Semitism of the Nation of tslam.

1 gimmuarily reject and repudiate these remarks,"' sald Rep. Bob

the UN

' the

allowed to In the hearing,
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rhembers of the committee attacked the ewish groups for

Testifying In defense of wie Nation of. Isiam-

ofNew Life, ons such firm, and a Nation of Isiam ufficigt, president of theU.N. Security Council mer with an

told King In a heated exobange, "You ought to he representative this week to express concem over the laracti

mad said, "The laws you seek compliancewith should also. Ambassador Li Zhuoxing, who this month holds the
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Group,
to venture into sea for more tsa half a mile."

There has been no Indication as to whether the

Cisneros equated the Nation of Islam contracts to struck as Hezbollah bases in the southern Lebanon security

with Cetholle charities, B'nai B'rith and the Salvatian soldiers were waunded whea a roadside bomb was deto-
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not address the question ofwhether the firms discriminate. Lahad, toured Jenteaism on Monday with @ delegation of

"The igswe ls nat whether the guards are doing 9 13 other SIA officers as the guests of municipal council

Both AYCongress and ADI, sald they will alse this repori)
-
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By Larry Vudalton

Leganon lust week circulated lettard ta Chinese

gavad?"*

were proselytiving on the
devalopment in New York.

Melamed expinined that lerec("s mcasuroswere not

reasons or have since expited. from known bases in Une ares.

The $10 million In contracts are held by New Life

issue will pracead further in the United Nations.
"Here we do our utmost,' seid Mahmoud,

pralsed the security services.
plier in the region this week."*

hestedg up.
adTilladan."'

zone shortly befors midnight Monday,
Abour the same time, Israeli jets flow over a

sectlon af Beirut where Hezbollah malntains the headquar-

After the

Claneros. the security xene.
Israeli sorties and ari llery bombardments of

Hezbollah positions rsaursed Tuesday in southern Lebanon.

whem ha wanted to how ln Jecusalem.
Lahad alsomot with PrimsMinister Rubin
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HUDWASS HAD!
AND AMERICA IS THE LOSER
Development (HUD) investigation recently cleared

security firms affiliated with the Nation of Islam to

continue receiving government contracts.

Farrakhan Attacks Jews, Catholics and Others
The Nation of Islam has a well-documented pub-

lic record of racism and bigotry. And that abysmal
track record continues. As recently as February 26,
1995, Minister Louis Farrakhan railed against Jews at

his annua: S-:viour's Day message in Chicago. Using
centuries-old conspiracy theories and code words like
"international bankers," Farrakhan excoriated Jews
as those who "have been at the root of the control of
the banking system of the Federal Reserve.

In his own words, Farrakhan makes it clear that he
and the Nation of Islam hate not only Jews, but

Catholics, whites, homosexuals and anybody else who
is not like them. Sounds like the rhetoric of the Ku
Klux Klan.

Your Taxes Where?
So, why are HUD and the United States

Government spending your tax money on Nation of
Islam contracts?

Would HUD be willing to spend your tax money
on contracts with the Ku Klux Klan?

Would you let them? There is no rational reason to

David H. Strassler
National Chairman

allow this to continue. The Anti-Defamation League
is outraged that the Nation of Islam's message of hate
and its discriminatory hiring and proselytising prac-
tices were ignored by HUD as not relevant to its scope
of inquiry.

A Department of Housing and Urban

HUD's Deaf Far
HUD not only turned a deaf ear to our arguments,

but the Secretary of HUD even equated doing busi-
ness with the Nation of Islam with B'nai B'rith,
Catholic Charities, Lutheran Social Services, United
'Church Homes, Habitat for Humanity, and the
Salvation Army. What's going on here? Who's on
first?

You can help. If you agree that it is wrong for
America to support the Nation of Islam with public
funds, write to HUD Secretary Henry Cisneros (451
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, D.C. 20410) and to

your Representative and Senators. If you would like
more detailed information, including copies of hear-

ing testimony, write to us, Department E.

The racism and anti-Semitism of bigots can poison
the atmosphere of civil discourse. But the real danger
occurs when good people are silent in the face of big-
otry, when they avert their eyes, or choose to ignore
it altogether. The words of Edmund Burke say it best:

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do nothing."

Abraham H. Foxman
National Director

Anti-Defamation league

The Anti-Defamation League is the world's leading organization
fighting anti-Semitism through programs and services

that counteract hatred, prejudice and bigotry.

AntiNiefamatian 823 United Nations Plaza. New York. NY 10017
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WHY IS IT SO HARD TO GET AREAL INVESTIGATION
OF FARRAKHAN'S CONTRACTS WITH THE GOVERNMENT?

* * *

EXACTLY ONE YEAR AGO, the A] Congress

to determine if they practiced em-
ployment discrimination in hiring Secretary:

employer.

According to the published reports we have seen, the Nation of Isles and its affiliates
have heid federal contracts at least since 1988. They thus have a sufficient track record for
OFCCP to assess whether these contractors have made any effet ar all to comply with the

Cogress
Congress House

American Jewish Congress asked 15 Bast 86th Street
New York, NY 10028-0458

the U.S. Department of Labor for an
212 879 4500 212 249 3672

urgent and immediate review of
March 8, 1994

federal contracts held by the Nation
of Islam (NOI) and its subsidiaries

TheHonorable
abor

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
200 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Mr.

On behalfsecurlty guards for housing projects
Federal Contrac Compliance Pograms conduct an urgent and mmediae review of

funded by the federal government federal contracts held by the Nation of Islam and its affiliates and subsidiaries

heard a word
overnment agencies tar. doDart on prveyort of hate

There was no response. We never We recognize that the OFCCP has no authority to oversee the propriety or desirability 0

licism and anu-Semitism. But OFCP is arged "jth that all government
contractors ensure those bolding

This was our letter: contractstcts of Sex, and
religion.

At the most basic level, one s hard-pressed tn organization whose
laders preach that whites are devils, thet Jewsaré blood-suckers, and who have made gnerally
disparagin comments about the of the Catholi Church is, in an

suspect, they are not in compliance with the policy of the only
policy of non-discrimination which lies at the beart of federal contracting policy. If, as we

appropriate remedy is a broad onder of disbarment.

Last month, following acampaign organized by AJCongress Whatever their race or religion, Americans reject dscrimna
that produced 4,000 letters, and after hearing expressions of con tion. There is nothing controversial about investigating a govern
cem from Sen. Bob Dole (R-KA) and Rep. Peter King (R-NY), ment contractor to ensure that the government is not funding bias
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, which inemployment. And good performance on government contracts

excuses political oppression.
funded the security services, at long last began an investigation. no more excuses bigotry than making the trains run on time

Even then, it was the wrong kind of investigation, which
asked altogether the wrong kind of questions has no place in America. The U.S. govern-

travesty be called an investigation.
As aresult, after a perfunctory inquiry, HUD cleared NOI of ment has no business financing it. And AJCongress wil not let a

discrimination, and in fact, told a Congressional hearing that NOI
was doing excellent work. We wil not let the matter rest. The legislative hearings are

Why this delay? Why this toe continuing. We intend to make certain that the U.S, Congress does
what HUD won't.

Phil Baum
real investigation ofNOI's practices?

HUD apparently believes either that it would be politically David V. Kabn

Islam or that the Nation's performance excuses possible racial
discrimination. HUD is wrong on both counts.

dangerous to conduct a rigorous investigation of the Nation of President Executive Director

I to am very concerned. Here is my contribution to assist the work of AJCongress in

| fighting discrimination and federal funding for discrimination, racism, and anti-Semitism.

1

I
Adress ]

i Enclosed is my check for: 1 $25 O $50 $100 0 $250 O $___Other

AL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAXDEDUCTIBLE TO THE FULLEST XTENTOF THE LAW.

American Jewish Congress
1

15 East 84th Street, New York, NY 10028-0458
(212) 879-4500

x * *

A] Congress
*
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U.S. Begins Probe of District AIDS Clinic
Facility, Linked to Nation ofIslam, Is Focus ofBias Complaints more than a
4

By Amy Goldstein
Washington Post StaffWriter

F@deral health officials are launch-
da investigation into discrimina-

ic in Northeast Washington that has

late last week of the probe in-
allegations that the clinic has

to treat patients of all races
nationalities, in violation of fed-

alterbgtive 'medical treatment for
<

poor African American residents in
the District and nearby suburbs who
are HIV-infected or have AIDS.

It is directed by Abdul Alim Mu-
hammad, a physician who is national
spokesman for Louis Farrakhan,
thinister of the Nation of Islam. Mu-
hammad rejects commonly usedAIDS medications and treats several
hundred patients with an unproven
drug that he has touted as a poten-tial cure for the fatal disease and
that he has lobbied the federal gov-ernment to research.
Muhammad said yesterday that

1 ifs ir 2 major cource of Abundaht Life "has no policy of dis-
crimination. Anybody who shows up

Wash Post
3-26-5

at the clinic is welcome and would be
treated like any other client."
He called the probe a form of reli-

gious harassment. Even though. A Health and Human ServicesAbundant Life is not financed by the spokesman saidNation of Islam, he said, "the fact'! not legallyam national spokesman .. . makésme a target... by gil manner $f Gardett,said,
people, and it makes tly clinic a tat" enough to satisfy thet thiswrranted
get.
"My gut reaction is, this is goingto turn out to to-de about conservative organisation that con-

nothing," he sid.
Muhamma has said in public t

urging

speeches that : he United States and
other "white guvernments" manufac-

See CLINIC, B4, Col. 3

Complaints of Discrimination
Lead Agency to Probe Clinic

:

:

FromBl

weapon against black people. De-
spite Muhammad's criticism of the
government, Abundant ife has be-
gun to seek and receive federal

ject to federal anti-discrimination
statutes.

targets of those investigations
gred to comply with federal rules,
Gardett said. If investigators find government, specify that it target its
that a complaint is valid and cannot
negotiate a settlement, they can re-
fer a case for an administrative hear-
ing that could lead to revocation of
the federal aid, or to the U.S. Justice
Department for possible prosecu-

preparing to begin a long-delayed
clin cal trial of

Muhammad said. Abundant ife will
be one of 12 sites participating m
the federally funded trial, estimated
to cost at least $1.5 million, that
Muhai d said ia scheduled to
start in June.
Julian Tolver, Abundat Life's cli-

ent services director from 1993 un-
til late last year, anid that "probably

tured the AIDS virus genocidal prmotes, low-dose alpha interferon,

ta tre

sabsidies,dollars in including
this year

Those

he could "Mygut reaction is,
this is going to turn
out to be a big to-do

TheAmerican about nothing.
"

ties Islam spobesman,JS. Department of Health "We ookedServices' Office for Civil
notified the Abundant Life further

Jewish Cogreés, a
-Abdul Alim Muhesnmac

tends that the Nation of Islem is an-
99 percent" of its patients are African
American, many of them living in oa
near Paradise Manor, the housing
complex at the eastern edge of the
District where the clinic is located.
Tolver said the clinic has treated

Latino patients and "as a matter of

er, that the terms of the clinic's grant,
administered through the District

work among residents of the District's
largely black neighborhoods east of
the Anacostia River, where other
medical services are scarce.
"Things like this don't discourage

us," Muhammad said of the investiga-
tion. But he added, "It certainly
tracts people from their real work.

been federaleral law.
health officials to
er discrim nates in ite
hiring Stern, a law-

for the A Con-
gress, said yesterday that the group
had not fi invoiv-

fact, we had a white female."mg the clinic's services to patients.

"We accept everybody an any
The civil rights office has initiated
investigations thie of

body," Tolver said. He noted, howev-wh ch have been settled when the

The
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Editorial

Bigotry and double standards
Bang! Better duck - you're hearing the opening shots of the 1996
presidential election.

Some have been fired in our direction. Thus, Jewish liberals -
there was a time when adding "liberal" would have seemed a redun-
dancy - are going after the weak links in
the conservatives' armor the two Pats.

That helps explain the recent burst of
essays outlining the kooky, and possibly
anti-Semitic, historical theories espoused
by Pat Robertson and the virtual pop-
ulism and anti-Semitism of presidential-
possible Pat Buchanan.

George Orwell once observed that when
he became an anti-communist, he was
embarrassed by his new allies. Anti-commu-
nism, after all, included left-wing, liberal,
conservative and fa.cist variations. Somethingof the same thing seems to underlie this chal-
lenge to Jews who have already gravitated over
to the GOP - aren't you embarrassed by your
allies?

But there is an additional twist. Orwell saw the
problem with new allies as the occupational hazardof the democratic left; that is, he refused to abandon
anti-communism to the far right. Of course, the
Democrats of the 1990s are not the communists of the
1940s, so the argument for holding fast to the liberal
coalition, whatever its other flaws, does not require us
to support totalitarianism, the way Stalin's sup-
porters did when Orwell's views were taking
shape in Spain.

So the new twist here is that, reductio ad absurdum,
the two Pats (with Jesse Helms thrown in for good
measure) illustrate the dangers to Jews posed by right-
wing politics.

And the alleged failure of Republican-oriented Jews
to stand up to the two Pats underscores their failure
to be embarrassed by their allies, and therefore under-
cuts their claim to political leadership ofAmerican Jews.

There are real problems with the Republicans, including the ten-
dency toward isolationism and nativism that manifested itself in the
anti-foreign aid and debt forgiveness rhetoric of some GOP mem-
bers in Congress and anti-immigrant initiatives elsewhere.

©

But the two Pats don't make up the GOP and, anyway, Jewish
neo-conservatives have so attacked Buchanan. (On the other hand,
they attacked ADL for a report critical of the Christian right.)

Unfortunately, Jewish Democrats have enough problems within
their own ranks.

Last week, we reported on the congressional hearings duringwhich U.S. Housing Secretary Henry Cisneros said he found no
problem in awarding contracts to Nation of Islam-linked security
firms.

Instead of dealing with the issues raised by congressional detrac-
tors of the contracts and by Jewish groups - including the Anti-

Defamation League and American Jewish Congress - Cisneros set
up straw men, arguing that residents of housing projects patrolled bythe security firms had not complained, and that other religious
groups - he specifically mentioned Catholic agenciegand B'nai
B'rith- were also receiving HUD grants.And Cisneros, in concert with black lawmakers, chose to portrayNOI as a victim of religious persecution, rather than the anti-white
and anti-Semitic organization it has been documented to be.

The Jewish groups pressed the point, to no avail, that the real
issue was that NOI firms could not possibly be equal opportunity

employers, and that they were spreadingLouis Farrakhan's message ofhate.
We agree with AJCongress' Marc Stern

that NOI is "an equal opportunity hater."It is also probably corrupt. According
to a series of articles that ran in the ChicagoTribune this week, "Nation-affiliated com-
panies are riddled with debt, failure and
allegations of fraud, while Farrakhan, some
relatives and top aides live lavishly."
So what accounts for Cisneros' logic-defy-

ing, clean bill of health? The embattled HUD
secretary, along with the White House, saw
no political benefit in locking horns with
NOI. President Bill Clinton's team has its eye
on the '96 election, and is moving to shore upits base among African American voters,

Clinton's potential problem is that a focus on NOE
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:
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Affirmative Action Is Jewish Suicide
any years ago, in a as a po-
litical speech writer, I accompa-
nied a candidate on an upstate
swing. The candidate was a
forceful, eloquent spokesman for

the concept of affirmative action, and I must

ical masterpiece.
Affirmative action was "ourmoral debt to

those forwhom the American Dream had be-
come the American Nightmare," he asserted
in Buffalo.

Affirmative action was our "atonement of
compassion for the slavery of our black
brethren," he thundered in Batavia.

Somewhere between Corning and Utica, it
occurred to me that when these guys' grand-
fathers were slaves, mine were serfs, and no
one was offering me nothing.

Butt it was in Syracuse that the scales truly
fell from my eyes. Mounting the ramp to the
plane for the trip home, the candidate suddenly
froze, grippedmy arm. andmotioned to the top
of the ramp.

Hilly Gross is a local businessman.

There at the entrance to the plane, as big as
life, was an African-American man dressed in.
the traditional costume of an American Air-
lines pilot. "They're not serious," he said.
"They're not really going to let him fly the
plane. They're kidding," said the panicked

thetor- didate.

"No," I lied, "he's probably just the flight
attendant."

Relieved, we settled into our seats for an
uncommonly bumpy 50-minute flight to La-
Guardia in which we honed our affirmative
action speech to even greater oratorical heights.

Conceived in hypocrisy, midwifed bywell-
meaning Jewish liberals, affirmative action has

bees -he illegitimate offspring of a promis-
cuou: social engineering policy. Hopefully,
with California's coming referendum, it will
die a quick, merciful death. But what havoc it
will have left in its wake.

Basically, what affirmative action did was
change the rules of our societal game in the
ninth inning. Instead of the team with the most
runs, the victor would be the team with the
fewest runs.

To our black brethren, affirmative action
was as mean-spirited a form of racist, pater-
nalistic putdown as any Southern sheriffwho
ever blocked a schoolhouse door could deliv-
er, for it cheapened the coin of black accom-
plishment. A black college diploma was
suspect, black achievementwas ainted, a black
success was diminished. .

In addition, it created a culture of entitle-
ment. Entitlement must be justified by depri-
vation. If there is a "deprivee," there must be
a "deprivor," and so the once-vaunted black-
Jewish coalition disintegrated into a tarpatch
of ethnic rivalry.

Tt was one thing to march with our black
brethren to get them a fair slice of the Ameri-

can pie; it's a different story altogether when
they're demandingwe submissively hand over
our slice as well.

And make no mistakes about it, brothers
and sisters, if affirmative action is allowed to
survive, it is our Jewish community that will
be its greatest victim.
A simple mathematical calculation will il-

lustrate. The entering freshmanclass at Yale
is 42 percent Jewish. Jews comcomprise less than

admit the spechwe had Craftedwas a

03 5

percent of the total American population
Blacks and Hispanics come close to 20 per-
cent. Ifwe must apportion admission on per-
centage quotas rather than on merit, one need
not be a rocket scientist to calculate where the
numbers are going to come from.

Our tradition teaches us to be fair, to be
compassionate, to be just. It says nothing about
suicidal.

If the last Jewish liberals cannot get it
through their brains that affirmative action
is nothing less than the end of civilization
aswe know it, then maybe it's time for a col-
lective lobotomy. With their luck, it would
be performed by a quota-ordained neuro-
surgeon. [7]
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Jews quiet on affirmative action
by Debra Nussbaum

Cohen
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

NEW YORK- Severai
Jewish groups long associ-
ated with civil rights causes
recently took part in plan-
ning a news conference de-
signed to shore up support
for affirmative action - a

policy increasingly under at-
tack.
But when it came time for

the news conference itself,
which took place March 1

and was led by the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, the Jewish groups
were nowhere to be found.
Jewish representatives

"didn't know what positions
would be staked out'' at the
news conference, said the
representative of one group
involved in the planning stag-
es,
The Jewish groups in-

cluded the National Jewish
Community Relations Advi-
sory Council, the American
Jewish Congress and the Re-

Action Center of Re-
form Judaism.
Their partial involvement

in the news conference re-
flected the deep ambivalence
within the Jewish community
over one of the most volatile
issues black-Jewish rela-
tions.
"It's a little bit early yet to

be guessing at how the Jew-
ish community will react,"
said Marc Stern, co-director
of the Commission on Law
and Social Action at the
American Jewish Congress.
"This is going to be a big

issue, and we want to see
what the Clinton
tion does on it and how other
political factors play out" be-
fore taking our own stand,
said the head of one major
Jewish group. This leader's

sitivity of the issue
the Jewish community.
The issue has taken on in-

creased prominence since the
election of a Republican-
controlled Congress last No-
vember. President Clinton,
under political pressure from
conservative Republicans,
agreed recently to review af-
firmative action policies cur-
rently in place. A California
ballot proposition against af-
firmative action may appear
on the ballot in November
1996.
Affirmative action policies

followed on the heels of the
civil mghts era, when Jews
worked together with blacks
to' enact laws guaranteeing
fair treatment for minorities.
The first two major court

cases challenging affirmative
action policies related to
white men trying to gain ad-
mission to graduate schools
that had reyected them while
accepting less-qualified mi-
nonty students.
In 1973, Jewish groups

spearheaded support of a
Sephardi Jewish law student,
Marco De Funis, whose ap-
plication to the University of
Washington law school had
been rejected. He claimed
that less-qualified blacks
were admitted instead.

A year later, a non-Jewish
Vietnam War veteran named
Allan Bakke made similar
charges when he was not ad-
mitted to the University of
California Medical College at
Davis.
The Jewish community

was divided over the case.
The Amencan Jewish Com-
mittee, Anti-Defamation
League and AdCongress filed
briefs with the U.S. Supreme
Court on behalf of Bakke.
The National Council of

Jewish Women and the Re-
form movement's Union of
American Hebrew Congrega-
tions filed briefs on behalf of
the university.
Still, "Jewish groups were

singled out for attack" by
hlacke who felt that the Jew-
ish community had deserted
their cause, according to a
new boak by Murray Fried-
man, "What Went Wrong?
The Creation and Collapee of
the Black-Jewish Alliance."
"The position of the Jew-

ish community was pretty
uniform when this debate
over affirmative action start-
ed," said Jack Greenberg, a
professor at Columbia Uni-
versity Law School who for-
meriy headed the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund and was
a central player in the civil
rights movement.
For the past decade or so,

most Jewish groups have
cautiously favored overcom-
ing discrimination with com-
pensatory training and edu-
cation programs - but have
drawn the line at anything
smacking of quotas.
The policy adopted in

1973, and slightly amended
in 1975 and 1981 by the con-
stituent agencies ofNJCRAC,
is an exercise in achingly
careful wordiness.
Its policy emphasizes

merit-based opportunity, op-
poses quotas and advocates
"compensatory education,
training, retraining, ap-
prenticeship, job counseling
and placement, financial as-
sistance and other forms of
help for the deprived and dis-
advantaged."
"The sole criterion of eligi-

bility fog such special services
must individual need; the
services must not be limited
or offered preferentially on
the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, religion or sex,"
the policy statement says.

Stull, today, only ADL sup-
ports most white challenges
of race- based remedies when
the cases reach the courts.
"Weve long believed that .

there 1s no place in our soct-
ety for quotas or goals and
timetables," said Abraham
Foxman, national director of
ADL.
"We're beginning to coa-

lesce around some of the 1s-
sues" related to affirmative
action, said Karen Senter,
NJCRAC's co-director of do-
mestic concerns.
The National Council of

Jewish Women, which had
supported race-based gradu-
ate school admissions policies
in the Bakke case, adopted a
different policy in 1993, stat-
ing: "We resolve to work for
affirmative action programs
which ensure equal op-
portunity for all. We resoive
to work for the elimination of
quota systema in both the
public and private sectors.""
NCJW's executive director,

Rosalind Paaswell, declined
to explain the shift and
would not hazard to predict
what position her organiza-
tion will take in the current
debate. 'We have to see what
our members say," she said.
According to Stern of AJ-

Congress, "We're in the pro-
cess of setting up a task force
to begin a full-fledged review
of our policies to see how we
ought to respond to the cur-
rent debate."
"There are clearly new po-

litical winds blowing and we
have to look at where the law
is and the effectiveness of
these programs," Stern said.
"Maybe affirmative action
was a pump primer and
maybe it's tume to move onto
new programs."
The main vehicle for Jew-

ish support of affirmative ac-
tion is through the Wash-
ington-based coalition known
as the Leadership Conference
on Civil Rights.
Jewish participants in the

conference's steering com-
mittee on affirmative action,
which 1s still being formed,
include NJCRAC, the Reli-
gious Action Center and Ad-
Committee.
This time around, the issue

is emerging not as one of
Jews vs. blacks, but one pit-
ting conservatives vs. liberals
and Congress vs. the Clinton
administration. ®

refusal to for attmbu-
tion in itself reflects the sen-
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WAV aha'
BACKGROUND ON AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

FOR DISCUSSION AT
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

OCTOBER, 1985

BACKGROUND
The pursuit of affirmative action in this country has posed some thorny issues that are once
again coming to the fore of public debate. For over 20 years there have been laws
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, sex, ethnic origin, religion, and, more
recently, age, but these alone have not been sufficient to end discrimination. Dismantling a
system of pervasive and extensive discrimination is a worthy goal to which the country has
committed itself, but is one not easily achieved.

How then to proceed? Vigorous enforcement of the law is clearly one avenue. However,
this alone, it is argued, is not sufficient because it is expensive, time-consuming, and
discrimination is not easily proved. Aggressive outreach to minorities in education, job
training, and employment are similarly almost universally endorsed (although recent funding
cutbacks have seriously impaired some of these efforts).

Quotas - A more divisive issue is whether or not affirmative action should include numerical
quotas. Quotas are fixed numbers or percentages set aside for the exclusive use of a
particular group. If the country is to :com theoretical to actual equality, this is the
only way to proceed, say many civil rights activists, The Jewish community have been
leading opponents of this as a remedy to discrimination. Having suffered from exclusionary
quotas, they have opposed inclusionary quotas as being the same--destructive of the very
concept of equal opportunity.

There have been instances when courts have ordered temporary quotas in hiring as a remedy
to past, proven discrimination and, usually in these cases, there is also a continuing
resistance to ending discrimination. Some opponents of quotas find this acceptable
(American Jewish Congress and ORT, for example). Others (American Jewish Committee
and ADL) believe that in such instances the courts should impose fines or perhaps jail
sentences on those responsible for perpetuating discriminatory practices and to grant remedies
such as back pay to those who can prove they were against. Quotas under anydiscriminated
circumstances, they hold, are unacceptable,

Goals and Timetables - Most affirmative action plans include some provisions for goals and
timetables. Goals mean a reasonable, realistic target and no penalty is exacted for not
meeting that target, provided that a good faith effort has been made to reach it within a
stated period of time. Changing circumstances or unrealistic estimates can interfere with
realizing goals, despite best efforts, An example is in an executive order drafted by
President Johnson that is presently being rewritten by this Administration. That order as it
presently stands, requires that businesses that wish to receive government contracts must
determine if there are fewer women or minorities in their employ than would be expected
according to their availability for work. If there are fewer, the contractor must develop
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goals and a timetable and make a "good faith" effort to meet these targets. These regulations
specifically prohibit "inflexible quotas, require only "good faith" efforts to reach
"reasonable attainable goals. A study by the Department of Labor in 1983 of 77,000
companies showed that minorities and women made significantly greater gains in employment
at companies contracting with government than in those that did not. The Administration is
proposing to change this orderso that affirmative action plans will not include any numerical
goals or timetables, even voluntary ones. Such goals, they argue, violate a race- or gender-

-«neutral approach that is the hallmark of true equality.

The Administration makes no distinction between quotas or goals (nor does ADL). Others
(such as the American Jewish Congress, American Jewish Committee, and Union of
American Hebrew Congregations) say that overzealous administrators have sometimes used
goals as fixed quotas, but in fact, they are different. To assure that goals are properly used
in affirmative action plans they must be properly developed, adequately monitored, and
periodically reviewed.

Collection of Numerical Data - A related issue is whether or not statistical data on race,
gender, ethnic origin, etc., can be collected and used to assess progress in affirmative action.
The Administration is proposing as part of its revision of the executive order mentioned
above, to prohibit such collection. Others (including virtually all Jewish organizations) find
that if such data are collected without violating the privacy of being used to favor or
discriminate against an individual, it is acceptable to assess progress in eliminating
discriminati
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Melting Pot Boils Over
yoQWARD

By ADAM BRODSKY

gcnuinely mystified. Why would anyone oppose sys-tem that they see as clearly progressive, designed as it1s to integrate the country and compensate for pestwrongs? Why would well-meaning Americans want to"roll back the clock" on civil rights? The New. YorkTimes chalked it all up to a nefarious plot by Republi-cans to skim off white male Democrats and capture theWhite House in 1996. "Blue smoke andmirrors," an edi-torial in the papcr called it, facilely dismissing all that"rhetoric about reverse discrimination." Another publication on the left, The Village Voice, claimed thatwhite males are simply getting "whiny."The better question is what took so long for simmer-ing resentment over racial favoritism to boil over.Americans, after all. find preferenceprograms abhorrent, and by over-
whelming majorities, according to
polls. That is no surprise. White males, Unequal treat-

* Affirmative action sends a destructive implicit
ng into the open like a festering wound because of environment or genetics - and don't have

president, Francis Lawrence, accidentally voiced that
message out loud recently, his campus exploded.* Quality in certain areas of the work force, particular-ly in government and at universities, is suffering becausemerit is no longer the primary factor in hiring decisions.

¢ The program often helps the wrong people.Wealthy and middle-class blacks benefit over paorwhites simply because of their color.
¢ Fraud and corruption have plagued the system, aswhites have uscd black "partners" to win lucrativegovernment contracts.
One of the most powerful arguments is that affie-mative action just doesn't work. After 30 years, thesuccesses - and there are some notable ones - have

been too few to outweigh the pro-gram's ill effects. Despite some
growth in the black middle class, theunderclass seems more entrenchedthan ever.

recently unbandaged, those on the left seem the skills to compete fairly. When Rutgers University's

the debate over affirmative action burst- nicssuge that certain groups are inferior - whether

at whose expense today's programs
Finally, the argument that reverse

are carricd out, make up a good chunk ment based on
accounts for much of the resentment. race offends
of the population; their opposition disccimination is toa small of a prab-lem to worry about - because thereOn a broader scale the idea of
unequal treatment dasea on race fundamental whites - won't hold up. For oneoffends fundamental American ethics

are too few blacks to displace many

of fairness, merit and hard work American ethics and Asian Americans account for
thing, it isn't true. Blacks, Hispanics

force from this country's start. They and their percentages are growing. In
oTtairness merit

Those values have been a significant almost quarter of the population,

and hard work.
have triumphed over bigotry time and New York, "minorities" already are

in the majority. It is true that in some
again and have led directly to the cur
rent ubiquity of anti-discrimination
laws. Su the teal mystery is how Amer-
icans with valucs like that could have
tolerated for so long a system that is discriminatory bydesign and that, indeed, discriminates against suchlarge share of the population.Affirmative action has enjoyed a 30-year ride for tworeasons. One is that it has received broad support froma coalition of guilt-ridden whites, misguided integra-tionists and understandably bitter blacks, Hispanicsand women. Pandering for votes, politicians on bothsides of the aisle have reinforced the idea that race-based hand-outs and favorable treatment are accept-able, indeed necessary, forms of social redress. Thesecond explanation for the systein's longevity is thatsome opponents tolerated it in exchange for politicalsupport on other issucs. Voters who opposed racialfavoritism may have backed affirmative-action -

Democrats nonetheless because of the politicians'positions on, say, abortion, which those voters mayhave considered more important.Still, the very passions that led to affirmative actionand the civil rightsmentality now seem poised tobringthem down. Discrimination is such an anathema that itsimply cannot be tolerated indefinitely by Americanseven when it is done out of good intentions. It was onlya matter of 'ime before Americans realized that'penal-izing one group is no better than penalizing anotherand that, in fact, such racial-preference formulas comewith pernicious side effects.
Flaws in the program that have long been pointed to~ even by staunch civil rights leaders, includingmanyblacks - are now being reconsidered.
e Tokenism poisons race relations.
¢ Blacks and women in top positions aren't takenseriously because they're regarded as quota-fillers,even when they've riscn on their own talent.

parts of the country, and in certainficlds, like academia, luw and
medicine, minorities make up a muchsmaller share of the labor pool than they do in the pop-ulation at large. Yet it is precisely in those areas thatthe most egregious lapses occur. Because black pro-fessors, for example, are so scarce, universities havehad to reach way down into the applicant pool to findthem. At one school in the metropolitan New York

area, The William Paterson College of New Jersey, adesire by the board of trustces to boost the number of
minority faculty members led to a directive in hiringthat could bemet only if the bulk of all new hires were
minority members, even though they may representless than 10% of the applicants.The more important point, of course, is that when itcomes to matters of principle, quantity should not mat-ter. Even smat] degrees of bias against whites and menshould not bewritten into the law any more than small
degrees of discrimination against blacks, Hispanics orwomen should be. The dangers of the slippery slopeand the double standard became clearest in CrownHeights in 1991, when officials believed that
"apgricved" black youths were entitled to a little vent-
ing of their anger and allowed rioting against Jews to
go on for three days.
Jews; as a matter of fact, have been on the losingend both coming and going. When quotas and outrightbans were erected to keep out blacks, Jews were gen-erally kept out as well. Then, when affirmative actioncame along intending to limit whites, Jews werecounted along with them and subjected to reverse

quotas, Though the subjects of past discriminationthemselves, hberal-minded Jews went along gladlywith the new systein, hoping to sce a litle social jus-tice for at least some groups, even if those groups didnot include Jews.
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DL,March 1, 1995

The Honorable Henry G. Cisneros
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
451 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20410

fona furtive

W E CREENBERC
GRAUEARD

- Dear Secretary Cisneros:

A report in today's Chicago Sun Times has indicated that in testimony before
the House Banking Committee you will state that an investigation into the
Nation of Islam's security agency does "not indicate any widespread or
systematic problems" with the organization's contracts at federally funded
housing projects.

LEONARD L ABESS
DOROTHY BINSTOCK
VOY

MAXWELL DANE

If this is indeed the case, we raise strenuous objections to this position. As we
have stated in our letter to you in recent months, racism and anti-Semitism are-
-and have always been--central to the Nation of Islam's agenda, and it is highly
inappropriate for the Department to fund contractual agreements w th them
which include quasi-law enforcement responsibilities and such ancillary
services as counselling.

The horrendous nature of Nation of Islam bigotry was underscored only this
week, when Minister Louis Farrakhan, the group's leader, delivered 8 speech
[excerpts attached] laced with anti-Semitic conspiracy accusations to thousands
of his followers in Chicago. (For instance, he condemned "Jews who have
been at the root of contro! of the banking system of the Federal Reserve.")

CHARLES COLDRING

It is difficult to believe that an organization with the Nation of Islam's record
of bigotry and racism is an equal opportunity employer. Your apparent
exonefation of the Nation of Islam raises questions as to the scope of your
investigation and clearly sends the wrong message to the American people. It
Suggests that an organization dedicated to spreading racism and division is a
worthy recipient of their tax dollars.

The bottom line could not be more obvious--the government of the United
States should not be in the business of providing legitimacy, approval, or
encouragement to a hate group. Any other conclusion debases.the very
concept of the civil rights movement and squanders the moral authority of our
nation.

STUART Tau

We strongly urge you to reconsider your position on this matter.

Sincerely,

yf
Abraham H. Foxman
National Director

CHARNEY X. BROMBERG
+

:

Amectace General Counc

Anti-Defamstion League of B'nai 8'rith, 823 United Nations Plazes, New York, NY 10017 (242) 490-2525 FAX: (212) 667-0779
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Speech of Louis Farrakhan on February 26, 1995

Deo you know why I'm teaching the subject on Jesus saves? Cause after say what
I'm saying today, if I ain't got a savior, Tm Sure gonna need one after I szy what I say today,
Let me just finish. Don't be frightened for me. You better be frightened for yourself,
Because some stuff is going down in America right now as we speak And ai1 our lives are
in danger right now, And I've got to sound the alarm, brothess and sisters. I dont care
nothin' about my life. It's your fife that I wannz save, Listen. Now thar the bank that

that

prints
money is in the hand of private interest, the idea is to push up end inspire the goverment
borrow. How de you do it? Get America into warl The wer in Europe Started in 1914, ond

by 1917, under @ Ne about the Lusitania being sunk by German subs, the American people
were called into a war to end all wars. Boy, this is heavy, man. You can't believe how

wicked, how low-down, how rotten, wait a uuute, wait a minute, wait a minute, "You can't

babies, Create a wa fust to get more money, to charge more interest, and send your babies to

die for bullshit! Excuse me, but bullshit is the dropping of a cow or bull, it's b.s., its lies, its
deceit, and the American people 1went to war in 1917, and black people sued to become 2 part
Of the war, because we didn't want to be left out of America, 80 American signed us to

fight the war. Aud blackmen died. But they don't know what the hell they were dyin? for,
and did the white ones know What they were dyin' for. But the man of sin gutta be

revesied, and I thank God that he por it in roy heart, J don't have no fear of those bastards, I
wauun expose them ali! God is present, God is in the world, and I'm ganna prove to you by

believe how wicked these People are to play games with your lives and the Hyves of your

SP:StGaze
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my life that God has power to save. Don't worry about me. You beter worry about yourself.
Excuse my language, but they arc bastards, they're Hlegitimaze children. When America
started borrowing money, they bad to have a way to pay it ber'. And that's how they
up the IRS. Then they started taking income Bur dy that time the Rockefellers and the

Caraezies bod their money in trust funds, and they bad found way to get around paying
taxes, but the taxes were for the poor and the middle class. Ita a gradual income tix, Je

was to keep on escalating, And in the same yenr, the FBI wes established. You think the

FBI is out hera te fight crime. The FBI has done some of the most wicked, things ix
this county against the citizeos of America. Who are you, Farcakhan? Whe are you to mike

on the uzseen power Of the wosid te expose them to the Loh: ef say? Wko ze you? I say
your brother. I'm a Servant of these two mighty men Tre FB hes spied oa and sangat

te persecre everybody, white or black tha: mages with conse of the peer people.
Wheer you're commrniet, socialiss, you have an thar coald stings the

masses with troth, the FBI pounces en you In the same year thot the FBI was established,

the League w2s esmblished, Tae League hes bem used to

caver up and ta fight againe that is nor necessarily anti-Semitic but anybody Wee

will expose those Jews who have besa at the roct of the control of the banking syste of the
. Federal So when you stat opeaing up the tuth, immediately they attack you and

call you either a latest hecage they want to stifle you, They
drive you out of Congress. They'll drive you out ofbusiness. They'll drive you tut of
wherever you ate, But] say to the Anti-Defamation League, thit is one black that you
ain't gonna drive one damn thing Now, from 1913 to 1995, the debt id neatly $5 and

oN "deesa
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Mr. Abraham H. Foxman
National Director
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
823 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Foxman:

Thank you for your recent March 1, 1995 letter expressing
the concerns of the Anti-Defamation League about privatecontracts with the Nation of Islam for security services at
public and assisted housing facilities. Specifically, you voiced
your concerns about a report in the Chicago SunTimes dated March
1, 1995, which stated, among other things, that HUD's review of
these contracts did not "indicate any widespread or systematic
problems" with the reviewed security firms. You indicated that
HUD's "apparent exoneration of the Nation of Islam raises
questions as to the scope of your investigation and clearly sends
the wrong message to the American People." Finally, you stated
that it was "difficult to believe that the Nation of Islam was an
equal opportunity employer. Allow me to address your concerns
and explain more precisely the status and results of our review,
which were not fully reported in the Chicago Sun Times article.

As you know, your letter predated. my detailed testimony
before the Subcommittee on General Oversight and Investigations
on March 2, 1995. I hope, therefore, that the various pointsdiscussed throughout my testimony answered some of your
questions. I have enclosed a copy for your records.

Let me start by reiterating that I, and HUD, condemn
intolerance and hatred and do not in any way support bigotry. As
I have stated in the past and as I emphasized at the hearing, I
vehemently disagree with many of the views shared by Louis
Farrakhan. However, under the present state of the law, a local
housing provider cannot be prevented from entering into a service
contract merely because of the religious affiliation of the
firm's owner. Nevertheless, HUD conducted a review in order to
assure that the local housing providers and the security firms
'identified were complying with civil rights laws.

Please be assured that HUD has not "exonerated" the Nation
of Islam. As I stated at the hearing on March 2, 1995, our
review, although thorough and detailed, was limited in scope.
The review focused on compliance with contract non-discrimination



MAR-28-1995 12:34 FROM OFC OF SECRETARY TO 94566704 PP6

2

provisions, contract performance, proselytizing or improperreligious recruitment, discrimination or harassment towards
residents, as well as any complaints and grievances that had beenfiled against the security firms. The results of the nearly
1,000 interviews illustrated that there were no "widespread or
Systematic" problems in the areas reviewed. The review, on the
other hand, could not address in any depth the issue of
employment discrimination as I shall explain more fully below.

To the extent that the facts have established some isolated
and/or short lived incidents of violations applicable to HUD
programs such as proselytizing on the housing sites, I can assure
you that HUD has taken immediate action to eliminate and correct
any such conduct identified in the review. In order to ensure
that public housing authorities and assisted providers are aware
ef the civil right requirements that flow from receipt of federal
funds from HUD, we have sent a letter to each of the housing
providers involved advising and warning them that the failure to
assure compliance with civil rights requirements can result in
the initiation of administrative sanctions including declaration
of breach of the ACC or Regulatory Agreement, findings of non-
compliance with Title VI and/or Section 109, the issuance of
Limited Denial of Participation orders for HUD programs and
possible debarment from participation in Government contracting
programs.

With regard to the question of employment discrimination,
our review did not certify that the security firms identified
were "equal opportunity employers. We did note that our review
did not reveal any complaints about employment discrimination on
the basis of race or gender by the security firms involved,
either from residents of the housing developments or from personsotherwise alleging injury as a result of any allegeddiscrimination. However, as I and Assistant Secretary Achtenbergtestified on March 2, 1995, we asked the Housing Authorities and
the three security firms, Citywide/New Life Self Development
Corp., Nation of Islam Security Agency, Inc., and X-Men Security,Inc., as well as the Nation of Islam Community Support Group,that they provide us with incorporation documents and employmentdata. We have received no data as of today. While HUD's
jurisdiction to investigate the employment practices of firms
doing business with public housing authorities and private
housing providers is limited under Title VI, the Department is
taking steps to see that the housing providers comply with their
contracts with HUD with respect to equal employment requirements.

After discussing this issue further with the Chairman of the
Equal Employment and Opportunity Commission (EEOC), we have
referred the matter of the firms' employment and hiring practicesto the EEOC for review pursuant to their jurisdiction over Title
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VII. It was decided that the EEOC is the appropriate agency to
address the issue of employment practices.

Thank you for your support of the Department's action in
reviewing these contracts expressed in your January 19, 1995
letter and for sharing your concerns with us. I hope that I have
answered your questions, and feel free to contact me again if you
have any further comments. I am also sending a letter to Mr.
David Strassler who cosigned your previous letters to me.

Sincerely,

Henry Cisneros

cc: Jess N. Hordes, ADL Washington Representative
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March 2, 1995

The Honorable Henry G. Cisneros
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development451 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 204101. ARFSS4E0NA

RUDY BOSCH

Dear Secretary Cisneros:EDGAR BRONFMAN

Poliowing up on yesterday's letter to you, we write to
express our deep dismay and disappointment with the
Department's testimony at today's hearings on federally

KANE
haa, ki UTZNIt

funded security services provided by affiliates of theNation of Islan.
In other circumstances, Mr. Secretary, you have
demonstrated an undarstanding of the importance of
strong federal action to confront racism anddiscrimination. Not te@ay. In concluding your
testimony, you noted that some of Minister Farrakhan's
expressions "have caused national concern" and you said
you rejected them. But you then stated: "But that's a
separate guestion."

Geer dice

It's not a separate question, Mr. Secretary -- andthat's the point. Beyond any excessively legalisticattempts to distinguish the Nation of Islam and itsaffiliated security services, remains one painfullyobvious truth: These are not just any servicecontracts -- and the Nation of Islam is not just anysubcontractor.

Vine Pre bond

We wanted to hear some recognition of this simple,
apparent fact in your testimony -- and we did not. To
the contrary, the overall picture presented of the
Nation of Islam through HUD's testimony was
complimentary.

chil NOt
The Nation of Islam is an organization with a well-
documented, irrefutable public record of racism and
bigotry. Yet, HUD's lim ted and inadequateinvestigation of their affiliated security services
inevitably resulted in an inaccurate and distorted viewof the organization. Further, your statement's shallow
comparison of the Nation of Islam with Catholic
Charities, B'nai B'rith, and the Salvation Army ia
odious and deeply offensive.
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Your essentially ceded civil rights oversight
circumstances we believe, instead, call for much more
vigorous and proactive HUD enforcement scrutiny.

to other federal agencies __ inresponsibilit es

The articulated racism and anti-Semitiam of bigots can
poison the atmosphere of civil discourse and do much
damage. But the real danger of racist demagoguery canoccur only when good people are silent in the face ofbigotry, when they avert their eyes from it, or chooseto ignore it aitogether. That ia when prejudice can
grow -- and that is when ninorities that are the
targets of hate and discrimination should really beginto worry.
Sincerely,

Abraham H. Foxman
National Director
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 28, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
LEON PANETTA
ABNER MIKVA

FROM: HAROLD ICKES

SUBJECT: SECRETARY CISNEROS' NATION OF ISLAM TESTIMONY

The Anti-Defamation League objected to a portion of Secretary Cisneros' testimony on the

Nation of Islam's security contracts at public housing developments. Essentially, the ADL
takes the position that HUD should not be legitimizing the Nation of Islam.

I have attached a paragraph taken from the Secretary's testimony that has caused particular

concern. In it the Secretary draws the analogy that public housing organizations have ties to

many religious organizations, including B'nai B'rith, Catholic Charities, etc. I have also

attached a copy of a newspaper advertisement the ADL took out condemning HUD, a memo

describing the Secretary's testimony, a letter from ADL to the Secretary and the Secretary's

draft response. The Secretary is trying to set up a meeting with the ADL in the next two

weeks to try to sort the matter out.

Ab Mikva and Kitty Higgins are focussing on this issue, along with staff from HUD.
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W9] sontracts.
492 Second, HUD does not support intelerance or hatred by an

493 organization. The Department, I believe, has been very

UOu <orcaful in its efforts to assure that there is no

495 Wiserimination in its programs and its activities.

u96 Thirdly, the security firms we have identified are

ug7 :separate legally incorporated entities distinct from the

498 Yation ef Islam. Even if there is an affiliation between

499 the security firms and the Nation, thousands of local

500 'acusing providers throughout the country obtain services and

501 wonduct some form of secularly related business with various

$02 organizations that have some affiliation to religious

S03 yroups, such as B'nai B'rith, Habitat for Humanity, Catholic

Soy @harities, Lutheran Social Services, United Church Homes,

S05 the Salvation Army, and the establishment clause of the.

S06 vonstitution does not forbid such activity.

$07 Fourth, there is concern that contracting with the Nati

508 o£ Islam results in providing funds to a hate group. The

509 term ''hate group'' is not defined by the Department of

510 Justice statutes ox regulations; but it may prosecute

511 individuals who commit acts of prejudice.

$12 Although the Department of Justice does not keep a Lis4

$13 iate groups, the FBI does maintain a list of groups Known

Stu tave committed terrorist acts. The Nation of Islam is not

§15 on that list.
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Washington Jewish Week, March 23, 1

:

AND AMERICA IS THE LOSE!
A epartment of Housing and Urban

Development (HUD) investigation recenuy cleared

security firms affiliated with the Nation of Islam to

continue: receiving government contracts.

The Nation of Islam 'has a well-documented pub-

lic record of racism and bigotry. And that abysmal

track record As recently as February 26,

1995, Minister Louis Farrakhan railed against Jews at

his anne. Saviour's Day message in Chicago. Using

centurietold conspiracy theories and code words like

"internadonal bankers," Farrakhan excoriated Jews

as those wha "have been at the root of the control of

the bankjng system of the Federal Reserve."

In his own words, Farrakhan makes it clear that he.

and the Nation of Islam hate not only Jews, but

Catholic, whites, homosexuals and anybody else who

is not like them. Sounds like the rhetoric of the Ku

Klux laa.

Your TaxeeWhere?

So; why are HUD and the United States

Government spending your fax money on Nation of

Islam co.atracts?.

Would HUD be willing to spend your tax money

en contracts with the Ku Klux Rlan?

Woulc! you lec them? There is no rational reason to

David H. Strassler
Nauonal Chairman

allow this to continue The Anti-Defamation Leas

is outraged that the Nation of Islam's message of h

and its discriminatory hiring and proselytising p1

ticeswere ignored by HUD as not relevant to its sec

of inquiry.

HUD's Deaf Far
HUD not only turned a deaf ear t our argue:

Farfakban Attacks Jews, Catholics and Others

bur the Secretary of HUD even equated doing b

ness with the Nation of Islam with B'nai B'r

Catholic Charities, Lutheran Social Services, Uni

Church Homes, Habitat for Humaniy, and

Salvadon Army. What's going on here? Who's

first?

funds, write to HUD Secretary Henry Cisneros

Seventh Street, SW, Washington, D.C. 20410) a

your Representative and Senators. If you would

more detailed information, including copies of

ing tesdmony, write to as, Department E.

The.racism and antiSemitism ofbigots can p

the aumosphere of civil discourse. But the real d

occurs when good people are silent in the face u

otry, when they avert their eyes, or choase to if

it aleogether. The words of Edmund Burke say i!

You can heip If you agree that it is wron

America to support the Nation of Islam with p

:

"The only thing necessary for the triumph

evil is for good men to do nothing."

Abraham H. Foxman
Director
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U.S, DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C..20410-0001

March 2, 1995

MEMORANDUM TO: KITTY HIGGINS

FROM: BRUCE KATZ /S~
RE: NATION OF ISLAM HEARING

Secretary Henry will testify on Capitol Hill this
morning about HUD'a review of Nation of Islam (NOI) security
contracts at public housing developments.

Testifying before the icuse Committee on Banking and

Financial Services Subcommictee on General Oversight and

Investigations, the Secretary will discuss HUD's review of
contracts between public housing authorities and assisted housing

providers that receive federal funds and security firms which
have been associated with the Nation of Islam.

HUD initiated a review of these contracts following
inquiries from Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole, Representative
Charles Schumer, Representative Peter King, and others
questioning why federal funds were being awarded to NOI.

The Secretary will make the following five points in -his
teatimony: First, it is the local public housing authorities and

lecal private housing providers, not HUD, who do the contracting
for services such as security. These local authorities and

housing providers are local government bodies or private firms
existing under State law which own and operate their own housing

programs for low-income families.

Second, HUD does not support intolerance or hatred by any

organization.
Third, the security firms we have identified are separate

legally incorporated entities, distinct from the Nation of Islam.
Even if there is an affiliacion between the security firms and

the Nation of Islam, thousands of local housing providers
throughout the country obtain services and conduct some form of

secular-related business witn various organizations such as B'nai
B'rith, Habitat for Humanity, Catholic Charities, Lutheran Social
Services, United Church Homes, and the Salvation Army.

Fourth, there is a concern that contracting with the Nation
of Islam results in providing funds to @ "hate group." The term

"hate group," is not defined by the Departmenc of Justice's
Statutes or regulations, it may prosecute individuals who

commit acts of prejudice. Although the DOJ does not keep a list
4
1



of "hate groups," the FBI dces maintain a list of groups known to
have committed terrorist acts. The Nation of Islam is not on
that list. In addition, in the last five years, the Department
of Justice has filed no criminal prosecutions alleging hate
crimes by members of the Nation of Islam.

Finally, since these security firms first began their work
in 1988 and throughout our review, there have been no complaints
filed against these firms regarding any inappropriate religious
activity. In fact, the result of close 1,000 interviews of
residents and management illustrates that these security guards
have been effective in transforming many drug ridden properties
into places where there is now safety and peace.

Also, I have attached an AP story which is embargoed until
after the Secretary testifies this morning. It will run on the
afternoon cycle.
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March J, 1995

The Honorable Henry G. Cisneros
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
451 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20410KENETH SULKIN

LEVINSON
- Dear Secretary Cisneros:

A report in today's Chicggo Sun Times§ has indicated that in testimony before

the House Banking Committees you will state that an investigation into the

Nation of Islam's security agency does "not indicate any widespread or

systematic problems with the organization's contracts at federally funded

housing projects.
MAWELS DAME

SRUCT HOCHMANGlu ba, JOSEPH

If this is indeed the case, we raise strenuous objections to this position. As we
have stated in our letter to you in recent months, racism and anti-Semitism are-

-and have always been--central to the Nation of Islam's agenda, and it is highly
inappropriate for the Department to fund contractual agreements with them

which include quasi-law enforcement responsibilities and such ancillary
services as counselling,

SAdd KANE
bel, KLUTZNICK

SAMUEL, MILLER
BERNARO O. MINTZ.
MILTON NOLLEN

NATH
ROBERT R. NATHAN

The horrendous nature of Nation of Islam bigotry was underscored only this

week, when Minister Lovis Farrakhan, the group's leader, delivered a speech

[excerpts attached] laced with anti-Semitic conspiracy accusations to thousands

of his followers in Chicago. (For instance, he condemned "Jews who have

been at the root of contro! of the banking system of the Federal Reserve.")

It is difficult to believe that an organization with the Nation of [slam's record

of bigotry and racism is an equal opportunity employer. Your apparent
exoneration of the Nation of Islam raises questions as to the scope of your
investigation and clearly sends the wrong message to the American people. It

suggests that an organization dedicated to spreading racism and division is a

worthy recipient of their tax dollars.

Women

The bottom line could not be more obvious--the government of the United
States should not be in the business of providing legitimacy, approval, or

ACOASON:

eacouragement to a hate group. Any other conclusion dehaces the very
concept of the civil rights movement and squanders the moral authority of our
nation.XPFEEY 9, EINENLKY

We strongly urge you to reconsider your position on this matter,

Sincerely

Abraham H. Foxman
National Director
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The horrendous nature of Nation of Islam bigotry was underscored only this

week, when Minister Lovis Farrakhan, the group's leader, delivered a speech

[excerpts attached] laced with anti-Semitic conspiracy accusations to thousands

of his followers in Chicago. (For instance, he condemned "Jews who have

been at the root of contro! of the banking system of the Federal Reserve.")

It is difficult to believe that an organization with the Nation of [slam's record

of bigotry and racism is an equal opportunity employer. Your apparent
exoneration of the Nation of Islam raises questions as to the scope of your
investigation and clearly sends the wrong message to the American people. It

suggests that an organization dedicated to spreading racism and division is a

worthy recipient of their tax dollars.

The bottom line could not be more obvious--the government of the United
States should not be in the business of providing legitimacy, approval, or

ACOASON:

eacouragement to a hate group. Any other conclusion dehaces the very
concept of the civil rights movement and squanders the moral authority of our
nation.XPFEEY 9, EINENLKY

We strongly urge you to reconsider your position on this matter,

Sincerely

Abraham H. Foxman
National Director
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Mr. Abrainam H. Foxman
National' Director
Anti-Defamation Leaque of B'nai B'rith
823 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Foxman:

Thank you for your recent March 1, 1995 letter expressing
the concarna of the Anti-Defamation Leaque about private
contracts with the Nation of Islam for security services at
public aid assisted housing facilities. Specifically, you voiced

your convzerns about a report in the Chicago Sun Times dated March

1, 1995, which stated, among other things, that HUD's review of
these contracts did not "indicate any widespread or systematic
problems' with the reviewed security firms. You indicated that
HUD's "apparent exoneration of the Nation of Islam raises
questions as to the scope of your investigation and clearly sends

the wrony message to the American People." Finally, you stated
that it was "difficult to believe that the Nation of Islam was an

equal opportunity employer. Allow me to address your concerns

and explain more precisely the status and results of our review,
which we: re not fully reported in the Chicago Sun, Times article.

As 'vou know, your letter predated my detailed testimony
before the Subcommittee on General Oversight and Investigations
on March 2, 1995. I hope, therefore, that the various points
discussed throughout my testimony answered some of your
questions. I have enclosed a copy for your records.

Let me start by reiterating that I, and HUD, condemn

intolerance and hatred and do not in any way support bigotry. As.

I have sitated in the past and as I emphasized at the hearing, I

vehement.'y disagree with many of the views shared by Louis
Farrakhan. However, under the present state of the law, a local
housing provider cannot be prevented from entering into a service
contract merely because of the religious affiliation of the
firm's owner. Nevertheless, HUD conducted a review in order to

assure that the local housing providers and the security firms
identified were complying with civil rights laws.

Pleise be assured that HUD has not "exonerated" the Nation

of Islam. As I stated at the hearing on March 2, 1995, our

review, although thorough and detailed, was limited in scope.
The review focused on compliance with contract non-discrimination
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. provisioss, contract performance, proselytizing or improper
religious recruitment, discrimination or harassment towards
residents, as well as any complaints and grievances that had been
filed agsinst the security firms. The results of the nearly
1,000 interviews illustrated that there were no "widespread or

systematic" problems inthe areas_reviewed. The review, on the
other hand, could not address in any depth the issue of
employmeat discrimination as I shall explain more fully below.

To the extent that the facts have established some isolated
and/or saort lived incidents of violations applicable to HUD

programs such as proselytizing on the housing sites, I can assure
you that HUD has taken immediate action to eliminate and correct
any such conduct idenrified in the review. In order to ensure
that public housing authorities and assisted providers are aware
of the civil right requirements that flow from receipt of federal
funds from HUD, we have sent a letter to each of the housing
providers involved advising and warning them that the failure to
aasure compliance with civil rights requirements can result in
the initiation of administrative sanctions including declaration
of breacia of the ACC or Regulatory Agreement, findings of non-

complianze with Title VI and/or Section 109, the issuance of
Limited Yenial of Participation orders for HUD programs and

possible debarment from participation in Government contracting
programs.

With regard to the question of employment discrimination,
our review did not certify that the security firms identified
were "equal opportunity employers. We did note that our review
did not :reveal any complaints about employment discrimination on

the basi of race or gender by the security firms involved,
either f:rom residents of the housing developments or from persons
otherwise alleging injury as a result of any alleged
discrimination. However, as I and Assistant Secretary Achtenberg
testified on March 2, 1995, we asked the Housing Authorities and

the three security firms, Citywide/New Life Self Development
Corp., Nation of Islam Security Agency, Inc., and X-Men Security,
Inc., aS well as the Nation of Islam Community Support Group,
that they provide us with incorporation documents and employment
data. We have received no data as of today. While HUD's

jurisdiction to investigate the employment practices of firms
doing business with public housing authorities and private
housing providers is limited under Title VI, the Department is
taking steps to see that the housing providers comply with their
contracts with HUD with respect to equal employment requirements.

After discussing this issue further with the Chairman of the

Equal Employment and Opportunity Commission (EEOC), we have
referred the matter of the firms' employment and hiring practices
to the EHOC for review pursuant to their jurisdiction over Title
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VII. It was decided that the EEOC is the appropriate agency to
address the issue of employment practices.

Thank you for your support of the Department's action in
reviewing these contracts expressed in your January 19, 1995
letter and for sharing your concerns with us. I hope that I have
answered your questions, and feel free to contact me again if you
have any ::

further comments. I am also sending a letter to Mr.
David Strassler who cosigned your previous letters to me.

Sincerely,

Henry Cisneros

cc: Jea3 N. Hordes, ADL Washington Representative
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