
Donald L. Fowler Christopher J. DoddNational Chair General Chair

MEMO TO: For the Record

FROM: Donald L. Fowler yfa
RE: Meeting with New York State Political People on August 30

DATE: September 7, 1995.

At the meeting convened by Chairs Judith Hope and John Sullivan, we had about 20 politically
significant people. A complete list of those attending is attached. Among the more important
comments were the following:

1. Congressman Charles Rangel insisted on beginning a specific, directed voter registration
in the African-American/Latino communities. He was joined in this by Roberta Ramirez,
the leader in the Bronx.

2. Congressman Rangel and Congressman Tom Manton both insisted that we be more
upbeat in conducting our business.

3. Arthur Eve indicated that we need to be more effective in delivering the message. He
agrees that we have a good record, but we haven't done a very good job in explaining
it. He suggested we identify some key people, have meetings across the state and get
them to help us spread the word.

4, Denny Farrell indicated that the Democratic performance in the upstate in 1994 was very
bad. We have to do better both in the City and in the Upstate in order to win in 1996.
Normally a 500,000 vote margin in the City wins statewide, but in 1994, Democrats
produced a 600,000 vote margin in the City, but still lost because of the poor
performance in the Upstate.

5. Dennis Hughes said we are late getting started with our voter registration effort and the
New York State Party needs an executive director in the immediate future.
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Eileen Dugan said we have to work not only for the presidential campaign, but also for
the Party at the assembly district level. One thing that needs to be done is to identify
good candidates and provide them with a good campaign apparatus.

6.

Dick Fafalia suggested that we get local input before we make television buys. He was
particularly critical of the buy made on the Medicare question. I told him that was
difficult to do, but if he had suggestions he should send them to us and we will try to
incorporate them into future television buys.

7.

Kate Lacey said we need to build the Party all over the state. We cannot suffer losses in
the Upstate as we did in 1994 and hope to win anything.

8.

Delegate selection process begins in October/November. Immediate preparations need
to be made now.

9.

It was a good meeting, but a great deal needs to be done in the immediate future to build n
effective state operation.

DLF/dao

ce: Harold Ickes
Doug Sosnik
Minyon Moore
Maureen Garde
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NEW YORK STATE DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE
60 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10165

212-883-0259 John Sullivan
Judith Chait Executive Chair

MEMORANDUM

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL E3ETERMINED TO BE AN ADMINISTRATIVE

DATE: August 28, 1995 MARKING INITIALS: 4 29

TO: Chairman Don Fowler ole} 5

FROM: State Chair Judith Hope

State Chalr

4

Wednesday, August 30th - 9AM
24th floor conference room 2418 - Paul, Weiss, Rifkin et al

1285 Avenue of the Americas

are political leaders by virtue of the public offilce held, or 8) will be actively involved In

campaigns for their own interests In 1996. Since those in the second category will be

raising and spending campaign dollars, and actively engaged In thelr own campaigns
in '96, It ie important to create a mechanism for communication and cooperation in

order to advance the Coordinated Campaign.

RE: New York City Meeting

A)This meeting has been billed as "a small meeting to discuss preliminary planning for

the 1998 presidential race | have invited principals, 1.e., Individuale who 8ther:

| forasee the need for periodic meetings of this nature, with the plan to expand the
circle of participants with each meeting.

As for organized labor, | have invited only representatives of the AFL-CIO leadership to
this initial meeting hecauga Chalrman Fowler will be meeting.with the full Labor
Adylsery Committee after he speaks to the New York State Committe Meeting on
September Sth. In Syracuse. | have also Invited Jay Mazur (UNITE) because he is a
trusted friend of the administration and should be considered a "senior adviser' to the
Clinton Campaign in New York.

Aitending the Meeting will be:

Speaker Sheldon Silver - Speaker Silver was first elected to the State Assembly in
1976 representing the residents of the Lower East Side of Manhattan. He has been
re-elected by substantial margins every election since then, and was elected Speaker
on February 11, 1994. He has inherited the tacit leadership of the state democratic
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rty since the party no long has the govemers seat. Democrats control the State

Gerry Harper - Counsel to the New York State Committee and our host for this meeting

at his law firm: Paul, Weiss, Rifkin

Suzy Ballantyne - Poiltical Director NY State AFL-CIO (President Ed Cleary is unable

to attend and Is sending Suzy Ballantyne and Dennis Hughes.) Suzy is a
+ New York

knowledgeable, experienced campaign person in all geographical areas o
State.

Henry Berger - Acting as Counsel to the Clinton Campaign (per Instructions from

Jennifer O'Connor).

Billy Cunningham « Chief of Staff to US Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

Arthur Eve - Senior Assemblyman from Buffalo. Highly influential in African-American

community, Greatly respected for political Judgment. Father of White House Alde Eric

Eve.

Dick Farfalla - Effectively the "Political Director" for NY Assembly Speaker Sheldon
Sitver. Although he Js on the State Assembly payroll, during off-hours he directs the
activities of the paid staff of the Democratic Assembly Campalgn Committee. This
committee {s probably the best financed, best equipped, and most effective Democratic

political committee in New York State at this point In time. The committee existe

pursuant to the bylaws of the Democratic State Committee, but following the foss of

Govemor Cuomo In '94, the transfer of political power to the State Assembly and to

Speaker Silver has, in fact, strengthened this committee.

In 1996, the entire State Legislature will be up for re-election. The State
Assembly is the last bastion of Democratic majority In state government. Republican
State Chairman Bill Powers has announced his intention to spend whatever it takes to
win the majority in the State Assembly and has been raising millions of dollars,
already, to accomplish this objective. In the past, people associated with DACC have
expressed some concem over sharing the Democratic ticket with President Bill
Clinton.

Herman Farrell, Jr. - "Denny" Farrell is Chairman of the Ways & Means Committee of
the NYS Assembly, a powerful and prestigious position. He is a trusted political
adviser to Speaker Silver.

Jeff Feldman - Counell to the Kings County Democratic Committee (Brooklyn) which
has a sizable percentage of the four million ragistered Democrats in New York State.
He is here representing Kings County Democratic Chair Clarence Norman who Is on
vacation.
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Dennis Hughes - Chief Aide to AFL-CIO President Ed Cleary.

Carl Kruger - State Senator Kruger from Brooklyn is Chair of the State Senate

Campaign Committee Minority Leader Marty Connor is unable to attend this meeting

but would like to be included in the future. The Republican Party controls the state

senate by a margin of 37 to 24.

David A. Paterson - State Senator Paterson from Harlem and the Upper West Side Is

the son of former Secretary of State Basil Paterson. African-American and legally

blind, Senator Paterson is greatly respected for his intelligence, hard work, and

integrity. He is a major leader in the New York African-American community.

Kate Lacey - Govemmental Aide and political adviser to State Comptroller Can

McCall. Former campaign alde to Geraldine Ferraro. Knowledgeable about upstate

politics.

Jay Mazur - The "Senior Statesman' of the New York labor community. Highly

regarded and respected by all segments of labor. Trusted advisor to Harold Ickes.

Robetto Ramirez - A member of the state assembly and Chairman of the Bronx County
Democratic Party. An energetic and very effective political leader. He will be elected
to the DNC at the September 5th State Committee meeting.

Judy Rapfogel - Chief of Staff to Speaker Sheldon Silver, she has worked for the

Speaker for over sixteen years and is his highly trusted chief aide. Knowledgeable
about New York City politics, particularly the lower east side, the Speaker's district.

Attached Is a complete attendance sheet.

Page 3

15:46 NO. 396 Ba4
NYC DEMOCRATIC FAX NO. 2128181723 AUG 28. 1995 tt 2? AM P 4

Dennis Hughes Chief Aide to AFLCIO President Ed Cleary.

Cart Kruger - State Senator Kruger from Brooklyn is Chair of the State Senate
able to attend this meeting

Campaign Committee Minority Leader Marty Connor is un

but would like fo be Included in the future. The Republican Party controls the state

senate by a margin of 37 to 24.

O vid A. Paterson - State Senato Paterson from
Aric merican ndl ily

Harlem and the Upper West Side Is

the son of former Secretary © State Paterson.

blind, Senator Paterson is greatly respected for
and

integrity He is a major leader in the New

Kate Lacey - Governmental Aide and political adviser to State Comptrolier Cari

McCall Former campaign alde to Geraidine Ferraro Knowledgeable about upstate

politics

Jay Mazur > The Senior Statesman of the New York labor commun_ Highly

regarded and respacted by all segments Trusted advisor to Harald Ickes

Robetto Ramirez - A member of the state assembly and Chairman of the Bronx County
Democratic Party. An energetic and very effective political leader He will be elected
° the DNC at the September 5th State Committee meeting.

Judy RaPpfogel - Chief of Staff to Speaker Sheldon Silver, she has worked for the

Speaker for over sixteen years and is his highly trusted chlef aide Knowledgeable
bout New York City politics, particularly the lower east side, Speaker's district

Attached Is a complete attendance sheet

Page 3



88/26/95 15:46 NO.396 D25

ROM NYC DEMOCRATIC FRX NO. 2128191723 28, 1995 1127 AM 5

trevers

$ 0 Sullivan gohn 315-343-1097 \915-343-2742
3 t Vaione Peter 788-7207 : 212-788+7210

88/26/95 15:46 NO.396 D25

ROM NYC DEMOCRATIC FRX NO. 2128191723 28, 1995 1127 AM 5

trevers

$ 0 Sullivan gohn 315-343-1097 \915-343-2742
3 t Vaione Peter 788-7207 : 212-788+7210


