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THE ODD DEATH OF VINCE FOSTER
Unanswered Questions Get Scarce Media Play

By Thomas McArdle
Investor's Business Daily

Why is it that almost no
journalist is looking into the
case of the strange death of
Vincent FoSter?

Foster was a close friend of and
personal financial lawyer for Bill and
Hillary Clinton. He was the White
House deputy counsel found shot in the
head on July 20, 1993 on a Civil War
battlefield park nearWashington.
He was also the highest-rankingexecutive branch official to die violently

since the assassination of President
Kennedy in 1963.
Kenneth Starr, the new special pros-ecutor in the Whitewater affair, has

reopened the Foster case with a Wash-
ington grand jury investigation.
The case was officially ruled a suicide

by Starr's predecessor, Robert Fiske.
The previous Congress reached the astounding in light of the anomalies in
same conclusion.

Revealing even minor wrongdoing,much less a cover-up, in the White
House's handling of the death could
tuin Clinton's re-election hopes. It also

"ahight earn a writer a Pulitzer.
Yet apparently only two journalists

seem to be spending any serious time on
the case: Christopher Ruddy, covering
the Foster case full time for the Pitts-
burgh Tribune-Review, and Ambrose
Evans-Pritchard, Washington Corre-

66

a lead prosecutor during
the Watergate scandal had

0 te V gin a site, it saidave been headline news.
- London Sunday Telegraph

-33
spondent for the London Sunday Tele-
graph.

Ruddy's past work has exposed
abuses in Social Security and once led to
the first-ever withdrawal of a PBS
documentary.

the case, including some provocative
developments. A recent inquiry, for
example, concludes that homicide in the
Foster case should not be ruled out.
Vincent J. Scalice, a retired New

York City police detective, and Fred D.
Santucci, a forensic photographer for
the NYPD for nine years, conducted a
two-month investigation and recons-
tructed the events of the case. Richard
Saferstein, formerly head of the New
Jersey State Crime Lab, conducted the

lab tests.
Their report, prepared for the conser-

vative Western Journalism Center of
Fair Oaks, Calif., and released in April,found that "the overwhelming evidence
does not support the conclusion that
Vincent W. Foster Jr. committed sui-
cide in Fort Marcy Park. Insteaddeparted in such

¢-there is ''a high probability" that Fostercircumstances, 1t wou 1¢d e sew e y was a

oster wou ave have walke
more than 700 feet to the spot in the
park where his body was discovered, yetFBI laboratory tests found no soil on
his shoes or clothes.
The independent report conducted

tests on three pairs of shoes and
clothing worn by a model at the site.
Both the shoes and the clothing were
found afterward to contain soil.
The Scalice report also found that the
Osition Of rosters DO nd n

>So little coverage
e par ls com etely unnatural with
1cide OI ty

and the special prosecu-tor Fiske's report concluded that Foster
must have died in a sitting position. If
so, the Scalice report said, then "it is not
logical to expect that his arms and legswould have -fallen into 3 neat and
orderly position."
The report continued: "The neat

arrangement of his arms close to the
body, coupled with the overall arrange-
ment of the body itself, is not consistent
with suicide."

Continued on Next Page
LEADERS & SUCCESS

Cincinnati Bell's John LaMacchia:
Moving To Believe That Business, Not Gov't, Helps People
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THE ODD DEATH OF VINCE FOSTER
Frompage 7

Also, little blood or brain tissue was
found near the body. This is inconsistent
wit booster shoot Nhe himsclt there in the

puk I he fic hd hin there
there most definitely should have been
obvious blood staining above his head,"
Scalice noted

thing raising doubts about where the
death occurred.

Not Consistent
In the' on y photo re ease the

public. a certain tyve of leaf. Magnolia
Acuminata, is vjsible But it 1s not
consistent with the "second cannon
area" of the battlefield park, where
Foster is supposed to have been found,
but instead is found in the "first cannon
area," sore 200 feet away.

Moreover, the Scalice report said the
position of Foster's index fingers as
reported by the Fiske pathology panel
- "conclusively demonstrates that nei-
ther his right nor left hand was on the
hand grip when it was fired. This
evidence is inconsistent with suicide."
The 1913 Colt still clasped in Foster's

hand also disturbs Scalice and Santucci.
A footnote in their report said, in a
combined 50 years experience, they had
"never seen a weapon or gun positioned
in a suicide's hand in such an orderly
fashion."

Perhaps mostsuspicious of all is the
finding of carpet f bers of var ous co ors
on almost all of Foster's clothes. This
clearly indicates, according to Scalice
and Santucci, "that his body probably
was in contact with one or more carpets
at some point in time prior to his
death."
Yet neither the U.S. Park Police nor

Fiske's investigators systematically in-
vestigated the carpets in Koster's home
or at theWhite House.
The official reports do not mention a

search of Foster's car for trace evidence,
either in the trunk or the interior. A car
search could have helped determine

whether Foster drove to the parking lot
or was taken there in the trunk

Gunpowder was found on Foster's
indi a ng thes muse h ve

been tung trem his head of shit P
But Scalice calls it "inconceivable" that
they could have traveled 13 feet,
through foliage, to the spot where they
were found. "This would seem more
hkely an indication that the scene
was tampered w.th.'

Odd Resignation
Besides the anomalies at Fort Marcy

Park, other recent developments are
cause for doubt. Miquel Rodriguez, an

Rodriguez could be filled by the grand
Jury 1n Washington

Ruddy quotes Thomas Scorza, for-
mu Cnewmo tecer Prosecutor ind
protossor cf ws at thy Univer
sity of Chicago, who says a grana jury
can, of its own power, assure tHat it not
become a "rubber stamp
The federal grand jury's powers

include
w Appealing to the supervisory judge

to subpoena witnesses. Even prosecu-
tors Rodriguez and Tuohey could them-,
selves be subpoenaed, according t
Scorza.

The neat arrangement of his arms close to the body,
coupled with the overall arrangement of the body itself, is

*. not consistent with suicide
- report or wingent Scarce ant Fred Santuh

assistant U.S. attorney in Sacramento
who was assigned to independent coun-
sel Starr's office to look into Foster's
death, quit abruptly earlier this year,
along with his assistant.

Rodriguez has declined comment.
According to the Pittsburgh Tribune's
Ruddy, a Washington law enforcement
official close to the case says the
Harvard-educated Rodriguez quit be-
cause of the following disputes with his
supervisor, Starr deputy counsel Mark
H. Tuohey If:

@ Tuohey insisted that witnesses be-
fore the Foster grand jury be allowed to
review evidence before testifying. Rodri-
guez is said to have feared this would
allow witnesses to rehearse or alter their
testimony.

m Rodriguez was not allowed to bring
expert witnesses from outside the FBI
before the grand jury.

@ Tuohey interfered with Rodriguez's
wish to use non-FBI lab and forensic
analysis.
Tuohey seems to have begun interven-

ing after Park Police complained to
reporters about Rodriguez's hard-edged
questioning of them.

But the vacuum left by the aggressive

-35
@ Voting for indictments, and appeal-

ing to the judge if the prosecutor refuses.
@ Refusing to continue proceedings.
@ Writing their own report and

asking the judge to issue it as a public
document.
The grand jury inquiry into the Foster

case is still going on.
Timing Questions

British journalist Ambrose Evans-
Pritchard in April reported .that the

scene at 7:30 p.m. and was the first
medical examiner to see the body, told
Evans-Pritchard that everyone at the
scene knew the body belonged to a
White House official.
A county rescue worker who left the

scene at 645 pm and who told Evans-
Pritchard he was "under a 'strict gag
order" said. "We all knew that it was a
Winte House «tiie ll when we left."

Ly ins Prict ue concedes that after
two major investigations by the Park
Police and Fiske concluding suicide,
maybe reporters can't be blamed too
much for going along. but he added that
there 1s more to it than journalistic
indifference.
"It's very natural to assume tha

judicial and police institutions have
\

curiosity," he told Investor's Business
Daily.
"And the reflex many journalists tend

to have of simply calling anybody who
questions or raises doubts about very
serious discrepancies in the official
version a conspiracy theorist or a
Clinton hater is despicabl."
According to Ted Smith, professor of

mass communications at Virginia Com
monwealth University in Richmond
'the concern .s that journalists are
unwilling to dig too deeply on people
associated with President Clinton.

"Ht's interesting," added Smith, "'that
with the possible exception of the
Washington Times, very little has been
turned up on associates of President
Clinton even though an unusual number
of them are either under investigation or
have pled guilty to some sort ofcharge."

e Washington Times has
shown l tt e skepticism" of ¢ € 'oster
suicide scenario.

One journalist, who has covered the

ket

Congealed blood on the hack of
'oste HC

examuner present at the scene may
indicate "the exit wound may have been
covered if the body was moved."
The inconsistent nature of blood

tracks on Foster's right cheek "further
supports the theory that the body may
have been transported," the report said.
The body's condition was not the only

think therebehaved properly
has been an of

White House may have been tipped off Foster case closely for a: widely read
early to Foster's death - "long before
the Secret Service unit in the building
was officially notified." That contra-
dicts the official version of the events.
Arkansas state trooper Roger Perry,

on duty that night at the Governor's
Mansion in Little Rock, signed an
affidavit contending that aa White House
aide told him about Foster's death
before 8 p.m. Eastern time, and possibly
much earlier.

publication and preferred not to be
identified because the case is ongoing,
strongly disagrees with Evans-Pritchard
and Smith.

There are clearly anomalies and
ere are clearly things that don't add

up," the reporter conceded. "But on the
other hand, to take it to the next step, as
I see it, requires belief in a rather
elaborate conspiracy involving a whole
bunch of people who never met each

The Secret Service said it learned of other before.
Foster's death at 8:30 p.m. Eastern time.
According to Evans-Pritchard, "there

is no doubt that the Park Police found
Foster's White House ID on the front
seat of his Honda Accord much earlier,
probably before 6:45 p.m."
Dr. Donald Haut, who arrived on the

I cannot imagine any conceivable
reason why Park Police people and the
Fairfax County's Coroner's office.
would want to lie and dissemble and
conceal evidence to further a cover-up
that doesn't further any of their goals
whatsoever,"
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