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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
SECRETARY OF ARON
WAGHINGTQN D.C.

The Honorable Cass BallengerChairzan
Subconamittes on Workforce Protactiona
Committee on Enonomie and Educational
OpportunitiesU.8. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20815
Dear Chairman Ballenger

Z aw vriting to provide you with the views of the Departmentof Labar on.H.R. 2089.
The Department of Labor is committed to helping thisnetion's youth find weaningful and productive employment;however, thelr safety and heaith must not be plac

rastrictions on the employment of 16- and 17-year olds in jobsthat require driving. It will increase the on-the-job drivingtime of young vorkere, and increase the likelihood that nore
rtment is toncerned

such employment. H.R. 2089 vould veaken existing

eople The

+hath s legislation will raise the ristK of injury and deoth young
wor Kers

anyone under the age of 18 fron being employed to drive -- withlimited exception for "incidentel and occasional" driving ofautomobiles (and trucke weighing 6,000 pounds or less) undercertain cirgumstances. H.R. 2089 would greatly expand the
exemption to sllow minors age 16 and 17 to operate such vehiclesuniesa the operation is the priwery duty of the ainor's job.Thie proposed legislation would nean that teenagers ~~ many ofwhon will have just been licensed to drive -- would he perwittedto s alpost half of their working hours behind the wheel onpubl c roads and highways under the pressures associated with anyemployment situation. Sixteenand 1?-year old youths could beemployed to deliver pizsas or,shuttle passengers to and frosautomoblie dealerships, for example, as long as it is not their"primary" duty.

£

The existing rules governing occupational driving for young
r the

workers, set forth in Hazardous Occupation Order No. 2, prohibit Publi ¢

The needa to protect young workers in an increasingly fast-

for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) study, automobilecrashes vere the single largest cause of ocoupationsa deethe for16- and 17-year-olds during the 1980 and remain a leading causeof fatalities. And, despite the fact that most occupational

aged, ighly"competitive workplace ig as real as when the childlave were ret nacted. According to a National Institute
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drivin is prohibited for thie age pAa third a11Graches
involvinglicensed drivers are especislly at risk, with highor orash rates

Highvay Safety have all added to the growing stotistical basisfor continuing restrictions on occupational driving by youth,
Our own record, ae vell, is replete with examples of 16- and 17-
year-olds who have been injured or killed while driving.

Noviy
than
the Nati other sage group. The American Autonobile Association

onal Safety Council and the Insurance Institute for

The Department is examining aspects of the chila labor
regulations, including thie Hazardous Occupation Order, to
determine whether the rules should be updated to accemmndate the
modern American vorkplace, but that efrort is grounded in thebasic assumption thet responsible public policy that
work not be detrinental to young people's health well-bein
ex interfere with their schooling. The Departmen
oppeses Jsyisiative changes reguiations,-suchas those

RR. 22089 that incréase the chance thet young---

Sincerely,

Robert B. Reich

be lieles Het an issue wah signifi cant
Tamificahons , Such as the legis ati @hange
Proposed. in H.R, 2080, Should be. dealt with
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