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Organizations signing the letter are listed on the attached
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117 MAJOR GROUPS ATTACK DOLE PROPOSAL 
IN LETTER TO ALL SEN ATORS

WASHINGTON’ -- One hundred seventeen leading organizations that 
support health caie lefonn today urged all Members of the United States Senate to 
oppose Senator Bob Dole's most recent health care idea, saying it "falls far short 
of guaranteeing Americans universal, secure coverage like Members of Congress 
[including Dole] now have.”

I
i

The Dole plan “would have serious, adxerse impacts on millions of 
Americans.” the lettei continues. It “will continue to drive up health care costs and 
shift the burden onto the backs of businesses and families dial pay for coverage. ’

Rather than passing a bill that comes even close to universal coverage. 
Dole's plan will leave ‘anywhere from 24-40 million Americans, many of them 
working, without Ivealth insurance.” The Dole plan even cynically suggests 
eliminating employer-based financing for Members of Congress and the President.

“.Americans don’t want to take away good health care coverage from 
anyone,” including Members of Congress, the letter says. “Instead, they want a 
guarantee of affordable coverage” for all “just like Members of Congress have 
now.”

hot Immediate Release
July 7, 1994

The letter strongly criticizes Dole's proposal for encouraging employers 
only to provide catastrophic coverage with huge deductions, for not including any 
cost containment provisions and for penalizing small businesses that alreadv cover 
their employees bv forcing them to subsidize small businesses that don’t.
Dole plan even limits die insurance reforms which are at tire heart of his plan.' the 
letter says. "Insurers could deny coverage for pre-existing conditions for six 
months under group policies and for up to one year for individual who do not 
maintain continuous coverage.”

Contact; Mark Jolmson
(202) 289-5900
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July 7. 1994

Dear Senator

-- The plan docs not include any cost containment for individuals and 
businesses that pay for insurance, and by capping federal spending, the plan 
will actually shill more costs onto the private sector and families.

Several other provisions in the Dole plan (or excluded) would hurt working 

families.

U.S Senate
Washington. D C. 20515

We write to express our strong opposition to Senator Dole's new health retomi 
proposal and to urge you not to support or co-sponsor this package. It you have 
already signed on. we ask you to withdraw your support.

In our collective view, the Dole plan net only falls far short of guaranteeing 
Americans universal, secure coverage like Members of Congress now liave. but it 
also would have serious, adverse impacts on millions of .Americans.

Most importantly, the Dole plan would not guarantee universal coy erage or 
provide security to .Americans who are now covered The plan would leave 
anywhere from 24-40 million .Americans, many of them working, without health 
insurance, which will continue to drive up health care costs and shift the burden 
onto the backs of businesses and families that pay for coverage.

- The plan also invites employers to stop providing health insurance at work 
to low wage employees by linking employer coverage with eligibility for 
subsidies Under the plait employers would make their employ ees 
ineligible for subsidies by paying for 50° <» of their health insurance.

The Dole plan also would hurt small businesses tliat provide insurance by 
continuing to force them to subsidize the costs tor businesses that don’t, f urther, 
unlike many other health plans, the Dole plan does not include any subsidies to 
help small, low wage firms that pay for insurance And it would delay the 100% 
tax deduction for self-employ ed individuals until the year 2000.

Senator Dole’s plan would hurt older Americans by making cuts in Medicare 
without providing prescription drug coverage or any other needed benefits in 
return The only long term care included in the plan is a tax deduction which only 
helps those who can aft'ord such care in the first place. Further, the Dole plan 
allo1 vs insurers to charge older .Americans four times more for premiums than 
younger people, even where “community rating'’ is applied

- The plan creates incentives tor employers to offer only catastrophic 
coverage with high deductibles. This Medical Savings Account approach 
discourages patients from seeking, cost-effective preventive care, and has 
been criticized by the .American Medical \'ews which warned that these 
accounts “tlueaten quality " in our healtii care system.
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lliaiik you for y our consideration.

Sincerely.
AIDSAct.un C'Mncil
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union

Alzheimer's Association
American Issociation for PartialHospitcdaation, Inc
American Academy cf Family Physicians
American Association of Respiratory Care
A menl an Associadon of Retired Persons (AARP)
Amer can Association rfUnn-ersity Women
Am< rican College ofNursesddidmves
American College q/ Pliystcians
A nencan College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
Imericun College of Preventive Medicine

American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) 
American Federation of State. County and Municipal Empk^ves (AFSCME)

American Federation of Teachers
American Health Planning Association
American Institute of Architects
American Medical 11 omen 's .Association (AMWAj
American Postal Workers Union (APWU)
American Public Health Association

J mencan Psychological Association
.-1. Philip Randolph Institute
Asian <& Pacific Islander American Health Forum
Association of Asian Pacific Community Health Organizations
Association of Black Cardiologists
. Issoc atton cf Maternal and Child Health Programs
Bait Ion Center for Mental Health Law
Bakery, Confectioner)’ & Tobacco Workers
Business and Professional Women
1 'ampaign for Women's Health
Catholic Health Association of the United States (CHA)

Children's Defense Fund
Child Welfare League of America

Citizen Action

Finally, the Dole plan even limits the insurance reforms which are at live heart of 
his plan. Insurers could deny coverage for pre-existing conditions for 6 months 
under group policies and tor up to one y ear for individuals who do not maintain 
continuous coverage. Community rating provisions apply only to small employers. 
50 and under, and even this provision pennits discrimination against older
Americans Lastly , as Hie Washington Post recently editorialized, universal 
coverage is essential to make these insurance reforms work.

In closing, we believe that the Dole plan is seriously out of touch with the desires 
of Americans for health care reform. Perhaps the best example is the provision of 
the Dole plan that would deny Members of Congress and the President employer- 
provided health care .Americans do not want to take away good health care 
coverage from anv one. nor force families to lace the health insurance system on 
their own Instead, they want a guarantee ot affordable coverage for every 
.American, and health insurance at work, just like Members of Congress have now 
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Center for Community Change
Communications Workers of America
Conservation Services Croup
Consumers Union
D.C. Center for Independent Living
Epilepsy foundation of America
Families USA
Family Service America
Friends Committee on National Legislation
Human Rights Campaign Fund
INTERFAITH IMPACT for Justice and Peace
Interreligious Health Care Access Campaign
International Association of Machinists
International Association of Psychosocial Re habiillation Services
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEWj
International Ladies Garment Workers I won
International Union of Electronic, Electrical Salaried, Machine and Furniture Workers 
Jewish Labor Committee
Grey Panthers
League of Women Voters of the United Stales
Legal Action Center
National Air 1 raffle Controllers Association
National Association for the Achancement of Colored People (N.4.4CP)
National Association for Community Health Centers
National Association of Chain Drug Stores
National Association for Music Therapy
A itiona! Association of Letter Carriers
Jationa' Association of People with AIDS

National Association of RF Parks and Camp Grounds
National Association of Public Hospitals
National Association of Social Workers
Motional Association of State Mental Health Directors
National Association of Working Women
National Slack Caucus of State Legislators
National Breast Cancer Coalition
National Caucus and Center on the Black Aged, Inc.
National Community Action Foundation
National Community Mental Healthcare Council
National Consumers League
National Council on Aging
National Council on Independent Living
National Council of Churches of Christ tn the USA
National Council of Negro Women
National Council of Non-Profit Associations
National Council cf Senior Citizens
National Education Association
National Family Farm Coalition
' aLona! Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association
Jationa! Farmers Union

National Federation of the Blind
National Gas and Lesbian Task Force
National Head Injury Foundation
National Health Care for the Homeless. Inc.
National Health Policy Council
National Hispanic Council on Aging
National Hispanic Medical Association
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National Jew ish Community Relations Advisoty Council 
National Medical. Issociation
National Medical Political Action Committee
National Minority AIDS Council
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
National Osteoporosis Foundation
National Women's Health Network
National Women ’$ Law Center
NETWORK - Nut.onal Catholic Social Justice Lobby 
Neighbor to Neighbor
Pain Net. Inc.
Physician Leadership Committee for Healthcare Reform 
Proleslant Health Alliance - a Division of InterHealth
Older Women's League
Real Health Care for All
Service Employees International I 'nion (SFlti)
Summit '93 Health Coalition
Hu Episcopal Church
Uuon of American Hebrew Congregations 
' nilarian Universalis t Association of Congregations
JnitedAuto Workers
L nnedMine Workers
I hhed Steelworkers of A merica
United Transportation Union
Voice of the Retarded
Women of Reform Judaism
Women Strike for Peace
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Pro-Reform Coalition Launtli :s Ads 
Against Rowland-Ucpublican Substitute 

Ad Endorses Gephardt Pi m

FOR IMMEDIATE RET.EASE
August 16, 1994

Cunlacl. Bo Chlopak, Charhe Leonard 
202/289-5900

IWlSsw.lM Wasfinffon,DC20005

SroitrHtt OrgjnajTior 202/7SS-4323 
Fax: Z0V7JH327 
fr«s’. I OtSi- Ingu ftrr 
For MJ/W-OI

The ad will run for approximately one week on seve d Washington ladio 

stations.
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The Project said aiteinative health tefonn plans have rjeeived comparatively little 
scrutiny and that it hoped the radio ad would make « ongress, the media and 
others aware of the plan's senous shortcomings Th new ad says the Row land 
plan is "the same fend-fcr-yoursdf approach ■we’ve s -en before " Ii claims that 
tlie bill is particularly tough on seniors because it cm > Medicare without giving 
older Americans new benefits like prescription drug; or long term care. I he ad 
also says the Rowland bill lacks effective cost cental unent measures and will 
make sniull businesses that cover their workers pay i ven higher insurance costs. 
The ad also criticizes the Rowland plan for falling cr: nsiderably short of universal 
coverage. The plan is expected to achieve only abo; t 90% coverage.

The ad then describes the problems with the Rowlan bill and concludes with the 
choice before the House. "If you think America nevi y health reform that costs 
you more, gives you less or leaves you out in the col support the Rowland 
Republican substitute. But if you want affordable he ilth coverage that can t be 
taken away, support the Gephardt plan "

Washington. D.C. - The Health Care Reform Projec., the leading pro-reform 
coalition of business, providers, seniors, labor and co isumers, today unveiled a 
new advertisement running on Washington, D.C rad ? stations that sharply 
criticizes the bill recently introduced by Representatr es Rowland, Cooper and 
Biiirakis. and concludes with an endorsement of Maj rity Leader Gephardt s plan.

The advertisement opens with an announcer saying Some politicians just don't 
get it on health care reform First, they said there wt > no health care crisis. Now 

they've got a bill with no solutions.’
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