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Medical Costs
Slower to Rise

In New York

By MILT FREUDENHEIM

Changes in the way doctors and hos-
pitals are paid — how much and by
whom — have begun to curb the steady
rise of health care costs in the New
York region. Costs are still going up
faster than overall inflation, but the
annual rate of increase is the lowest in

said. It was the smallest 12-month in-
crease since 1972,

“We have led the inflation parade,’
said Samuel M. Ehrenhalt, the bu-
reau's New York Commissioner. “This

.|is a rarity, whether you are talking

about medical care or anything else in
mu mn

What is particularly important is
that the gap is narrowing between the
medical portion of inflation- and the
rest of the price index. Health care
prices across the country are still ris-
ing at 5.5 percent, almost double the 2.7
general inflation rate. But the increase
nationwide had been as much as 9
percent three years ago.

Health care experts said the moder-
ating trend was propelled by growing

Continued on Page 36, Column 3

CLINTON T0 REQUIRE
STATES T0 FINANCE
ABORTIONS OF POOR

CASES OF RAPE OR INCEST

Administration Aide Calls Move
Interpretation of New Law
Lifting Ban on Funds

IRVIN MOLOTSKY
wmmmvm Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 — The Clin-
ton Administration has decided to re-
quire states to pay for abortions for
Jow-income women made pregnant by
rape or incest, the Federal official in
charge of the Medicaid program said
tonight.

The official, Bruce C. Viadeck, said
the Government intended to issue a
directive by Jan. 1 requiring the states
to pay for such abortions for those who
want them.

“We think that this is the most con-
sistent and defensible interpretation of
the new law,” Mr. Vladeck said, refer-
ring to a measure passed by Congress
in October that removed an existing
prohibition against publicly financed
abortions in cases of rape and incest.

Symbolic Importance

The White House did not make an
announcement of its decision, which is
bound to stir strong opposition from
groups that oppose abortions. Instead,
it was disclosed in an article in The
Washington Post, and Mr. Vladeck, the
Medicaid Adminjstrator, confirmed

{ssue has great symbolic importance to
both proponents and opponents of abor-
tion.

The use of money under the state-
Federal Medicald program for abor-
forbidden

| lican of Illinos. ' i

In October, the spending bill ap-
proved by Congress for the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services

removed the Hyde Amendment.
“This Is a Welcomed Move'

Medicaid money has been permitted
for the last 12 years for abortions when
the mother's life was in danger, but Mr,
Vladeck said tonight that the Reagan
and Bush Administrations had issued

Brooklyn, applauded the Administra-
tion's decision tonight.

“I think that this is a welcomed
move by the Clinton Administration,”
Mr. Schumer said. ‘“The vast majority
of the American people, regardless of
their views on abortion, believe that
anyone who is the victim of rape or
incest should not be required to give

[ New ork

-\/‘V\.'-. ‘.l /2:)“1‘\37



edical CostsRise More Slowly-in New York Area’

2
y
»
!

oy R e o_....|.m._. ¥ nmmum_m..ww.m.mw. :
8 i § pEEE Ty oik £ 49 g 0. o8 7
P k] (il 2 T
S i (] s g
i ommm— Mm HaRE il b
H Wm - ‘mmmmmmmwmm Emmwmmxmmmm W
§I5 ommmam | 2. |8 Ehsp e g el 8
i o5y e il wmwmﬁmnw il &
Al e T
e 2 il |2
Mmm —m mn. 8345 203 m X
mmm. i wm_m_ i mm S ) i
m__. mm_ .mM i £ m M_ i am u mm.%m m.. “.zﬂmﬁwmm
A ; A ety
Hohid Ml R

)
3
)
|
’1
e!
4!

5 w w m mm: um it mu R ;m Emaﬁ
xmxm mm_mm_a www ih _,%me m.mmm mmmm il mﬁm
i1 g gm m
w ﬂmmzmrﬁ“w m:m m mm_ m_.ﬁ Awmm-u“u mm mmmmwmwwu m ._.w

Yeawnd BN LSBT S Ao e
e ee—— 3



