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WASHINGTON, D. C. 2 0 5 I 5 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HINGTON, D. C. 2 0 5 I 5 

E D T O W N S 

lOTH C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T 

N E W Y O R K 

The Honorable William Clinton 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

While I applaud your efforts to redirect our mission 
in Somalia to one that i s more diplomatic than military 
in nature, I remain concerned that our continuing troop 
presence there w i l l ultimately lead to further c i v i l i a n 
and military casualties. 

Moreover, I believe that we should also urge the 
United Nations to tn reconvene the dialogues aimed at a 
peaceful settlement between the various Somali factions. 
The rebuilding of the country should be expedited so that 
the Somalis may resume a normal l i f e . The highest 
priority should be given to fostering these negotiations 
rather than the current U. N. effort to destory or 
capture General Aidid and his forces. 

While financial, lo g i s t i c a l and technical support 
from the United States continues to be important, I 
believe that this support can be given without the 
presence of our military troops. To that end, I would 
urge you to withdraw U.S. troops as soon as our missing 
service personnel are accounted for and Chief Warrant 
Officer Michael Durant has been released. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Towns 
Member of Congress 
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