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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

As a member of the Armed Services Committee, I am compelled to 
urge an immediate plan f o r withdrawal of our troops from Somalia. We 
should not reinforce f a i l u r e by sending additional well-trained U.S. 
m i l i t a r y personnel to accomplish what can be described as an int e r n a l 
police action. 

I have long been wary of placing U.S. m i l i t a r y forces under the 
command of a m u l t i l a t e r a l organization such as the United Nations. As 
the world's lone superpower and singular leader of the free world, our 
v i t a l national security interests are unique to those of any other 
nation, and c e r t a i n l y cannot be defined by the U.N. As such, we must 
put to an end the practice of almost exclusively using our m i l i t a r y 
forces to achieve vaguely-defined U.N. goals. 

Our troops performed an important humanitarian role by ensuring 
that m i l l i o n s of Somalis received food and avoided starvation. Having 
accomplished that goal, we should not r i s k our power and prestige by 
sending additional m i l i t a r y personnel whose mission i s vague and 
m i l i t a r y objectives i l l - d e f i n e d . Indeed, t r y i n g to provide an 
acceptable security environment w i l l undoubtedly continue to be 
elusive, especially considering the disorganized and increasingly 
v i o l e n t nature of Somalian society. A reasonable short-term solution, 
i n my opinion, would be to quickly begin to replace our forces with 
those of other nations. 

For those reasons that I have mentioned, I urge you to begin 
working towards the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Somalia, and request 
a timetable f o r such a move. 

Sincere 

RKM: j sc 

m Machtley 
Member of Congress 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

As a member of the Armed Services Committee, I am compelled to 
urge an immediate plan f o r withdrawal of our troops from Somalia. We 
should not reinforce f a i l u r e by sending add i t i o n a l well-trained U.S. 
m i l i t a r y personnel to accomplish what can be described as an i n t e r n a l 
police action. 

I have long been wary of placing U.S. m i l i t a r y forces under the 
command of a m u l t i l a t e r a l organization such as the United Nations. As 
the world's lone superpower and singular leader of the free world, our 
v i t a l national security i n t e r e s t s are unique to those of any other 
nation, and c e r t a i n l y cannot be defined by the U.N. As such, we must 
put to an end the practice of almost exclusively using our m i l i t a r y 
forces to achieve vaguely-defined U.N. goals. 

Our troops performed an important humanitarian role by ensuring 
that m i l l i o n s of Somalis received food and avoided starvation. Having 
accomplished that goal, we should not r i s k our power and prestige by 
sending additional m i l i t a r y personnel whose mission i s vague and 
m i l i t a r y objectives i l l - d e f i n e d . Indeed, t r y i n g to provide an 
acceptable security environment w i l l undoubtedly continue to be 
elusive, especially considering the disorganized and increasingly 
v i o l e n t nature of Somalian society. A reasonable short-term solution, 
i n my opinion, would be to quickly begin to replace our forces with 
those of other nations. 

For those reasons that I have mentioned, I urge you to begin 
working towards the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Somalia, and request 
a timetable f o r such a move. 

Sincere 

RKM:jsc 

Ron Machtley 
Member of Congress 
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W A S H I N G T O N 

October 6, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM ITOH 
NSC Executive Secretariat 

FROM: HOWARD PASTER 

SUBJECT: Presidential Correspondence 

Attached are copies of l e t t e r s sent to the President from 
various members of Congress. 

Since these l e t t e r s address national security issues, we 
would appreciate your assistance i n having d r a f t s w r i t t e n . 

Thank you very much fo r your assistance. I f you have any 
questions, please f e e l free to c a l l LeeAnn Inadomi at x7500. 

The following i s a b r i e f description of the l e t t e r s : 

1) Elton Gallegly (R-CA), concerning Somalia; 

2) Ron Dellums (D-CA), concerning Somalia; 

3) Ron Machtley (D-RI), concerning Somalia; 

4) Peter Blute (R-MA), concerning Somalia. 

Attachments 


