
Case Number: 2008-0994-F-3

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential
Library Staff.

Original OA/ID Number:
2736

Document ID: 9904859

Stack: Row: Section: Shelf: Position:
V 46 4 8 1

Case Number: 2008-0994-F-3

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential
Library Staff.

Original OA/ID Number:
2736

Document ID: 9904859

Stack: Row: Section: Shelf: Position:
V 46 4 8 1



UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 9904859
NSC/RMO PROFILE RECEIVED: 25 JUN 99 13

TO: BERGER

FROM: PRESIDENT DOC DATE: 23 JUN 99
SOURCE REF:

KEYWORDS: KOSOVO MEDIA

PERSONS: GALL, CARLOTTA SURROI, VETON

SUBJECT: POTUS FWDS 21 JUN NYT ARTICLE RE ALBANIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST

ACTION: FOR RECORD PURPOSES DUE DATE: 01 JUL 99 STATUS: C

STAFF OFFICER: NONE LOGREF :

FILES: PA NSCP: CODES:

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO

CROWLEY
GORDON
HURLEY
NSC CHRON
SARGEANT
SCHULTE
STROMSETH

COMMENTS :

DISPATCHED BY DATE BY HAND W/ATTCH

OPENED BY: NSTSM CLOSED BY: NSTSM DOC 1OF 1

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 9904859
NSC/RMO PROFILE RECEIVED: 25 JUN 99 13

TO: BERGER

FROM: PRESIDENT DOC DATE: 23 JUN 99
SOURCE REF:

KEYWORDS: KOSOVO MEDIA

PERSONS: GALL, CARLOTTA SURROI, VETON

SUBJECT: POTUS FWDS 21 JUN NYT ARTICLE RE ALBANIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST

ACTION: FOR RECORD PURPOSES DUE DATE: 01 JUL 99 STATUS: C

STAFF OFFICER: NONE LOGREF :

FILES: PA NSCP: CODES:

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO

CROWLEY
GORDON
HURLEY
NSC CHRON
SARGEANT
SCHULTE
STROMSETH

COMMENTS :

DISPATCHED BY DATE BY HAND W/ATTCH

OPENED BY: NSTSM CLOSED BY: NSTSM DOC 1OF 1

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 9904859
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT

DOC ACTION OFFICER CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED

001 X 99062514 FOR RECORD PURPOSES

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 9904859
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT

DOC ACTION OFFICER CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED

001 X 99062514 FOR RECORD PURPOSES

UNCLASSIFIED



b -A3-T9

THE NEW YORK TIMES
June 11, 5690

stands to hie nea Paper. shiek *or Re pust
weeks has been published 10 Macedonia by

After Hiding for Months,
Albanian Is Local Hero

Once, on one ofhis rare ventures outside to swap safe houses,
Surral saw three armed men ¢limb cut ofa spacial police car and
come toward him,

"[was scared as hell," he recalled in an interview Sunday in the
looted offices of his newspaper. Koha Ditore. Kosovos main
Albanian-language daily.

"| was saved by « urlliry ruck that came by," he seid, The men tn the
tevek were looters and drew the incerest of the palice. "| went quickly
dawn a gids street. It gave me time to get away."

(¢ was just one of several close shaves in the 11 weeks he lay low in
Pristina, Kosovo's capital, evading Serb police squads and
paramilitary groupa who were herding Albanians out of the city and
hunring down eminent incellecruals,

Surror was almost certainly a target. After the human rights lawyer
Bayram Kelmendi was kitled on March 24 on the first night of
violence im Pristina, Surrol went underground.

He has emerged as something of a hero to local Albenians, one of
the few who stuck it aut throughout the NATO bombing and the
Serb rampage. refusing to flee to neighboring Macedonia or Albanis.
He looks weary, a lice thinner, with dark smudges under his eyes
and a closely trimmed beard,

Sitting smoking his @ademark pipe, he said the decision to stay wos
a moral one. "I chought that us somebody who signed the Paris
accords, J had taken some responsibility and could not go out
thought 'lam going to suffer the consequences.'

"Also the people here {n Kohs Ditore, we are kind ofa family. [ was
absolutely not going to leave while others were here."

Survol, son of a Vugeslav diplomas, who grew up largely abroad and
speaks fluent English and Spanish. afsa admined that he had misread
both Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic andNATO.

"Tchought it would be shorter, { had miscalculared Milosevic and
overesdmated NATO. thought they would move much faster in
their targeting. The first week thay looked like the sisters ofmercy. It
drove me crazy."

Although Surroi routinely denies any political ambitions, he is often
mentioned by diplomats and forcign observers as potential polidest
leader of Kosovo. His stint underground in Prigtma is tikely to
enhance his image among local Albanians.

Aaked what he intends do new, he joked: "First, { am thinking
how to get an expresso machine into the office." His newspaper
officea wera looted of equipment and his printing presses across
town were destroyed. On top of that, Pristina still has no water and
there 1s nota single cafe in town serving coffee, the favorite drink of
the Balkans,

"We need strong democratic institutions. Koha Ditore is a strong
instirution and has survived." Surroi said. drawing on his pipe. "It
needs to be independent and « pillar of society through which
citizens can be informed."

did escape He wants, he tad, io hetp nurture new political figures
und pames.

He ts sniucal of the two men who are curmmels the main for the
politcal loyalty of Kosovo Albanians ~ Hashim Thachs, the young
commander trom the Kosove Liberanan Army, and Ibrahin Ruges a.
the writer long seen 2¢ the leader of Kosovo's Albanians. who has
lost ground over the past year to the KLA and whose image
suffered ducing the war because of his televised meetings with
Milasevie.

The wo should halp to form a consensus government that would
work cloealy with che U.N. mission chat ts to run Kosova oor the
foreseeable future, Surrov said. Elections should not be held before
next sping or summer. he said,

By CARLOTTA GALL
--

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia - Veron believes he owes his life (0
footers in a utility truck. The prominent publisher, a member of the
Albanian delegation to che Kosovo peace talks in France (ast spnag.
was one of the few leaders of the Albanun community to remain 10

istma throughout the last chree months of carmen! end survive.

Despite scrong urging from the international community, Thaci and
Rugova have not met since the Kosovo peace talks collapsed
March after the Albanian delegation signed an accord but the
Yugoslav refused, Surrat said.

Rugove, who stayed in Prisona and went to Belgrade, the
Yugoslav capical, on a1 two occasions co see
eventually fett in May for (taly. Thaci's whereabouw: are difficult to
determing he is aften m Albanie's capital, Tirana but also in
Kosove with his guerrillas.

Surrol, by contrast. can say with truth that he has suffered along
with the people of Kosova,

Recalling his time in hiding, ha ¢aid the low point was staying wch
four families crammed into one house end realizing chat his presence
was endangering them. "[ was thinking,Why should they pay the
price, why is my life worth more than that ofa 1 Jeyear-old kid?"
Surrol said,

That pushed hie to move another time. Hit only moments ourside
were the (our times he changed his hiding place. He believes he was
fot caught because he avoided the welephones, which he said pollee
were tapping, and which soon went down anyway. Hs was careful
even about girbage that might give away his presence, he gard,

He started outmaying with relanves. and ended up in the homes of
vague acquaintances. His bhyearold mother was with him all the
time. "She is a strange kind of revoludionary,* he sard. laughing.

END
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