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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
5-21-99

Copied Apache Copters Inspire Awe in Balkans,
But TheyMay Be Wrong Birds for Job
Staff Reporter of TRE WaLL Srrezt JOURNAL 64A) Apaches are here, and! have no doubt

By A. CRAIG Copetas Boeing hasn't been brought in. "'The [AH

TIRANA, Albania-On this city's pot- they will make a huge difference," says

to tattoo "Apache" on their arms and T- Joint Chiefs of Staff.
holed streets, children use felt-tip markers Gen. Henry Shelton, chairman of the U.S

shirts. Nevertheless, some critics charge that
In the Italian-style cafes, armchair the accident-prone outdated for

warriors drink beer and swap tall tales of its Balkan mission, and that the two
secret Apache mis-
stons that NATO
says never took
place. Radio stations
broadcast Apache
Sightings with the
frequency of incor-
rect® weather re-

:

ports.
"Every hell-

copter in the sky is
an Apache, and
everyone believes
they are invincible,"
says Zeneli Orhani,
a professor of psy-
chology at the Uni-
versity of Tirana
who has spent the
past seven weeks U.S. soldiers working on an Apache helicopter at Tirana airport
counseling ethnic Al- in Albania earlier this week.
banian srefugees.
"The Apache is the only faith the Kosovars Apache crashesmay have resulted from pi-
can turn to, their only hope of returning to Jot error based on the outmoded radar tech-
their homes."

Almost from themoment North Atlantic Vietnam veteran familiarwith the Apache,

nology employed by the AH-4A. One re
tired U.S. military officer, a decoratedNear-Mythic Status
claims the AH-64A model is a "hangarcommanders re-Treaty

quested them for the Yugoslavian cam queen," a term used to describe military
aircraft that look better than they workpaign, the AH-64A Apache helicopters have Those birds are stiffed up and polishedtaken on near-mythic status in the for a public-relations war,"' the retired offi
cer says. "The only thing they're good forBalkans. Equipped with 16 Hellfire anti

tank missiles and 1,200 rounds of 30mm ar
mor-plercing aminunition, the sleek black is cannibalization.'

Fires back Lt. Col. Garrie Dornan chief
b irds are awe-inspiring fighting chines.

But since 24 Apaches last month spokesperson for the Apache task force
"the Army issues it, we use it."

known as Tirana Beach, the mystery sur- The Wrong Apache
landed in the Rinas Airport mud. flats

rounding their role has only deepened. Indeed, some attack-helicopter special-

in one incident-for reasons the Army editor of the rotorized-aircraft bible Jane's
hasn't explained. Washington has yet to Helicopter Yearbook, says the Army
give the go-ahead to unleash the beasts, should have deployed its active squadron
and some wonder if it will ever come. {94 Aten Tanghowe its new generation

rate training missions-killing two pilots here the wrong Apache. Gunter Endres,
Two Apaches have crashed during sepa ists suggest the Army has given its pilots

desert flatlands of southern Some senior NATO military office
here privately suggest the odds are stacked
against any Apaches ever flying into battle
because the U.S. isn't prepared to accept
the casualties almost certain tooc

But the question that nobody in the
y so far has been willing to answer is

why its 24 Apache Longbows are sitting
on the ground in Fort Hood, Texas, in-

Suspects he knows the reason. The Long-
bow is clearly the weapon of choice,"" he
says. "But it was developed under a black
program, and I'm certain the Army does-
n't want to see one of them shot down in
Yugoslavia, and all that sensitive technol-

vO.
wing number of soldiers here are

wondering why the Army has declined the
offer of the helicopters manufacturer,
Boeing Co., to send in specialists to help
maintain the aircraft and lend their exper-
tise to the crash investigations. Executives
at Boeing's Apache plant in Mesa, Ariz.,
are also mystified over not being called in,
particularly since the firm remains under
contract to train Apache pilots and mainte-
nance personnel. had field represen-
tatives with tha Aparhec in the ar
and I don't know why we don't have them

in
Albania says Boeing spokesthan Key

THE
W
ALL

STREET
JO
URN

AL
THURSDAY, M

AY
20,

1999

Some military experts believe the Army of Apachpe fig with digital fech-
"may have even sent in the wrong copter lnev better avionics and more advanced
for the job +

Nonetheless, the Army is hyping the After the Army's 196 field tests of the
Apache as the phantom menace of the war. Longbow, conducted with Boeing, a joint
Though the AH-64A emerged from the Gulf exercise report said the Apache Longbow
War virtually unscathed, the easy pickings is the quintessentia of bow to
the now 15-year-old copter had in the - dnminata a

are un-
likely to

stead of flying combat-training missions
Mr Endresver the Balkan badlarfds

oon the ogy winding up in the hands of the Rus
AH-64A and hasn't commented on why sians.
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

Copied) Apache Copters Inspire Awe in Balkans,
Revqev But TheyMay Be Wrong Birds for Job

By A Crarc COPETAS Boeing hasn't been brought in. "The [AH-Wwaes StaffReporter of THE WaLL STREET JOURNAL 64A] Apaches are here, and I have no doubt

pode+e, TIRANA, Albania-On this city's pot they will make a huge difference," says
holed streets, children use felt-tip markers Gen. Henry Shelton, chairman of the US
to tattoo "'Apache'' on their arms and T- Joint Chiefs of Staff.
shirts. Nevertheless, some critics charge that

In the Italian-style cafes, armchair the accident-prone AH-64A is outdated for
warriors drink beer and swap tall tales of its Balkan mission, and that the two
secret Apache mis-
stons that NATO
Says never took
place. Radio stations
broadcast Apache
Sightings with the
frequency of incor-
rect weather re-
ports.

"Every heli-
copter in the sky is
an Apache, and
everyone believes
thev are invincible,"
says Zenel: Orhan
a professor of psy-
chology at the Uni-
versity of Tirana
who has spent the
past seven weeks U.S. soldiers working on an Apache helicopter at Tirana airport
counseling ethnic Al- in Albania earlier this week.
banian refugees.
"The Apache is the only faith the Kosovars Apache crashes may have resulted from pi-
can turn to, their only hope of returning to lot error based on the outmoded radar tech-
their homes." nology employed by the AH-64A. One re-

:
ae

deSOR?
a Teh

Near-Mythic Status tired U.S. military officer, a decorated
Vietnam veteran familiarwith the Apache,
claims the AH6AA model is a "hangarAlmost from themoment North Atlantic

Treaty Organization commanders Te-
quested them for the Yugoslavian cam- queen,' term used to describe military

ircraft that look they workpaign, the AH-64A Apache helicopters have
taken on near-mythic status in the "Those birds are stiffed up and polished
Balkans. Equipped with 16 Hellfire anti- for a public-relations war," the retired offi

cer says. ''The only thing they're good fortankmissiles and 1,200 rounds of 30mm ar is cannibalization."
mor-piercing aminunition, the sleek black Fires back Lt. Col. Garrie Dornan, chief

But since 24 Apaches last month spokesperson for the Apache task force,birds are awe-inspiring fightingmachines

landed in the Rinas Airport mud flats "'the Army issues it, we use it

known as Tirana Beach, the mystery sur- TheWrong Apache
rounding their role has only deepened. Indeed, some attack-helicopter special-
Two Apaches have crashed during sepa-. ists suggest the Army has given its pilots
rate training missions-killing two pilots here the wrong Apache. Gunter Endres,
in one incident-for reasons the Army editor of the rotorized-aircraft bible Jane's
hasn't explained. Washington has yet to Helicopter Yearbook, says the Army
give the go-ahead to unleash the beasts, should have deployed its active squadron
and some wonder if it will ever come. £624 AH-f41T) T.onghowe jts new generation

Though the AH-64A emerged fromthe Gulf exercise report said the Apache Longbow

desert flatlands of southern Some senior NATO military officer
here privately suggest the odds are stacked
against any Apaches ever flying into battle
because the U.S. isn't prepared to accept
the casualties almost certain to-ec

But the question that nobody in the
Army so far has been willing to answer is

on the ground in Fort Hood, Texas, in-
stead of flying combat-training missions
lover the Balkan badlands. Mr. Endres
suspects he knows the reason. ''The Long-
bow is clearly the weapon of choice," he
says. ''But it was developed under a black
program, and I'm certain the Army does-
n't want to see one of them shot down in

y
q
0>s
>
bo

owlng number of soldiers here are
wondering why the Army has declined the
offer of the helicopter's manufacturer,
Boeing Co., to send in specialists to help
maintain the aircraft and lend their exper-

at Boeing's Apache plant in Mesa, Ariz.,
are also mystified over not being called in,
particularly since the firm remains under
contract to train Apache pilots andmainte-
nance personnel.

+e had field represen-
tatives with fhe Ayerhes in the ar,
and I don't know why we don't have them

THE
W
ALL

STREET
JO
URN

AL

Some military experts believe the Army of Apaches figured tech
may have even sent in the wrong copter nolorv, better avionics and more advanced
for the job. firepower

Nonetheless, the Army is hyping the After the Army's 1996 field tests of the
Apache as the phantom menace of the war. Longbow, conducted with Boeing, a joint

War virtually unscathed, the easy pickings is '"'the auintessential example" ofhow to
the now 15-year-old copter had in the a hattlefiel

are un
likely to Osovo.

+ tise to the crash investigations. Executives why its 24 Apache Longbows are sitting

in Albania," says Boeing spokestian Ke
Yugoslavia, and all that sensitive technol-

Pu ic y oon the
AH-64A and hasn't commented on why sians.

ogy winding up in the hands of the Rus
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cer says. ''The only thing they're good fortankmissiles and 1,200 rounds of 30mm ar is cannibalization."
mor-piercing aminunition, the sleek black Fires back Lt. Col. Garrie Dornan, chief

But since 24 Apaches last month spokesperson for the Apache task force,birds are awe-inspiring fightingmachines

landed in the Rinas Airport mud flats "'the Army issues it, we use it

known as Tirana Beach, the mystery sur- TheWrong Apache
rounding their role has only deepened. Indeed, some attack-helicopter special-
Two Apaches have crashed during sepa-. ists suggest the Army has given its pilots
rate training missions-killing two pilots here the wrong Apache. Gunter Endres,
in one incident-for reasons the Army editor of the rotorized-aircraft bible Jane's
hasn't explained. Washington has yet to Helicopter Yearbook, says the Army
give the go-ahead to unleash the beasts, should have deployed its active squadron
and some wonder if it will ever come. £624 AH-f41T) T.onghowe jts new generation

Though the AH-64A emerged fromthe Gulf exercise report said the Apache Longbow

desert flatlands of southern Some senior NATO military officer
here privately suggest the odds are stacked
against any Apaches ever flying into battle
because the U.S. isn't prepared to accept
the casualties almost certain to-ec

But the question that nobody in the
Army so far has been willing to answer is

on the ground in Fort Hood, Texas, in-
stead of flying combat-training missions
lover the Balkan badlands. Mr. Endres
suspects he knows the reason. ''The Long-
bow is clearly the weapon of choice," he
says. ''But it was developed under a black
program, and I'm certain the Army does-
n't want to see one of them shot down in
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owlng number of soldiers here are
wondering why the Army has declined the
offer of the helicopter's manufacturer,
Boeing Co., to send in specialists to help
maintain the aircraft and lend their exper-

at Boeing's Apache plant in Mesa, Ariz.,
are also mystified over not being called in,
particularly since the firm remains under
contract to train Apache pilots andmainte-
nance personnel.

+e had field represen-
tatives with fhe Ayerhes in the ar,
and I don't know why we don't have them
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Some military experts believe the Army of Apaches raron figured with digital tech
may have even sent in the wrong copter nolorv, better avionics and more advanced
for the job. firepower

Nonetheless, the Army is hyping the After the Army's 1996 field tests of the
Apache as the phantom menace of the war. Longbow, conducted with Boeing, a joint

War virtually unscathed, the easy pickings is '"'the auintessential example" ofhow to
the now 15-year-old copter had in the a hattlefiel

are un
likely to Osovo.

+ tise to the crash investigations. Executives why its 24 Apache Longbows are sitting

in Albania," says Boeing spokestian Ke
Yugoslavia, and all that sensitive technol-

Pu ic y oon the
AH-64A and hasn't commented on why sians.

ogy winding up in the hands of the Rus


