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April 2, 1999

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: NATO's Bombing of Yugoslavia: Double Standards toward Turkey

Dear Mr. President:

The American Hellenic Institute is following events in the Balkans with
mounting anxiety. We share the universal concern about the unfolding
humanitarian disaster, condemn the brutality ofMilosevic's actions, and support
the legitimate aims for autonomy for the Albanian minority in Serbia.

However, we believe - along with nearly some 40% of the American
people - that the NATO decision to bomb Yugoslavia was not and is not in the
best interests of the United States. Diplomacy had not been exhausted and should
not have been abandoned. The resort to force is dramatic evidence of a major
diplomatic failure by the White House and State Department. We agree with the
many opinion pieces in the print and electronic media which have opposed the
bombing and called for a resumption of diplomacy.

Whatever the legitimate objectives of the U.S. in the region, bombing is
a counterproductive instrument with which to attain them. The massive refugee
flows, the fragile situations in Albania and Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and the damage to our important relations with Russia, all underline
the deficiencies ofmilitary action. We are gravely concerned about the long-term
damage being inflicted on the political and economic fabric of the Balkans. We
strongly commend the Greek response to the crisis by providing infrastructure
and financial support for refugee relief inside FYROM and Albania.

Dipiomacy should now be the main focus of U.S. and NATO efforts to
resolve the Kosovo problem. Serbia, a minor nation, poses no threat to the U.S.
or Europe. We particularly echo the calls from the world's spiritual leaders for a
bombing truce over the Western and Orthodox Easters.

The U.S., NATO, Yugoslavia, Turkey and the Kurds: A Double Standard

Mr. President, NATO's attack on Yugoslavia and the reasons you have
given for this raise wider issues. It is only right that the arguments you use
regarding Yugoslavia should apply elsewhere in the region. With regard to
Turkey they apply precisely. Practically everything you have said in your
speeches and statements (and those by NATO officials and European government
officials) regarding Yugoslavia and its Albanian minority applies equally to
Turkey and its Kurdish minority. Change Yugoslavia to Turkey and Albania to
Kurds in the speeches and statements and they remain accurate.

1220 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 (202) 785-8430, FAX (202) 785-5178, (800) 424-9607
E-Mail: info@ahiworld.org Website: http://ahiworld.org
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In fact, the actions of the military controlled government of Turkey against its 20%
Kurdish minority are worse than what Milosevic is doing in Kosovo. In their 15 year war of
terror against their Kurdish citizens, the Turkish military has killed between 25,000 and 30,000
Kurds and its scorched earth military campaigns have destroyed over 3,000 villages and removed
by force over 2,000,000 Kurds from their homes, thus making them refugees in their own
country. Further, Turkish death squads have assassinated hundreds of Kurdish leaders. The
accuracy of these facts is attested by objective observers such as Amnesty International, Human
Rights Watch and others, as well as the State Department's 1998 Human Rights Country Report
on Turkey.

If, as NATO states, Milosevic is using scorched earth tactics in Kosovo, he has copied
them from Turkey's approach against the Kurds. Turkey has followed a brutal policy of ethnic
cleansing and their actions meet the criteria for "crimes against humanity" and "genocide." They
have employed a policy of dispersal to reduce the percentage of Kurds in Southeast Turkey,
which is part of Kurdistan as delineated by President Woodrow Wilson and set forth in the 1920
Treaty of Sevres.

These horrors exceed what is happening in Kosovo. What is more, they have a direct
American connection in as much as U.S. weapons have been used for these purposes. As I wrote
to you in my letter of March 18, 1999, active U.S. support of Turkey these past 15 years,
including U.S. arms and equipment, has made the U.S. an accessory to Turkey's ethnic cleansing,
crimes against humanity and genocide against the Kurds. This is a matter of intense national
shame to American values and principles.

To support autonomy for the Albanian minority in Serbia, while abetting the Turkish
military's ethnic cleansing and horrendous human rights violations of the Kurdish minority in
Turkish Kurdistan, is a double standard. It is not in the interests of the U.S.

We call on you to state unequivocally that the U.S. supports autonomy for the Kurdish
people in Turkish Kurdistan and that, in order to achieve that aim, the U.S. is prepared to apply
the same political and economic pressure on the Turkish military as it has on Serbia. NATO
should do the same, particularly since Turkey is raa member ofNATO.

The US., Yugoslavia, Turkey and Cyprus: A Double Standard

in making the case for action against Serbia, you cited the need to oppose aggression.
Once again NATO member Turkey is guilty on that count.

Turkey's invasion of Cyprus and occupation of 37.3% of Cyprus in 1974 is external
aggression and a violation of the UN Charter preamble and Article 2 (4), and the North Atlantic
Treaty preamble and Article 1, and customary international law. Further, Turkey violated U.S.
laws because it illegally used U.S. supplied arms and equipment in its invasion of Cyprus. This
clear, unambiguous violation of international law far eclipses in severity and in its implications
for international order the internal action taken by Serbia in Kosovo.

Ever since 1974, the U.S. and NATO have tolerated and appeased the Turkish military's
ethnic cleansing and crimes against the Greek Cypriots in Cyprus.

The actions of the U.S. and NATO regarding Cyprus from 1974 to date are a stain on the
honor of both, particularly because of the U.S. accessory role in Turkey's 1974 invasion of
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Cyprus which the State Department has been attempting to cover-up ever since, as detailed in my
March 18, 1999 letter to you.

The parallel between Turkey's invasion and occupation of Cyprus and Iraq's invasion
and occupation of Kuwait is clear. The U.S. should be as forceful in ridding Cyprus of its
aggressor, Turkey, as it was in Kuwait. At a minimum, NATO should suspend Turkey from the
alliance until Turkey is in compliance with the North Atlantic Treaty and the UN Charter.

We ask you, Mr. President, in the interests of the United States to publicly call for the
immediate demilitarization of Cyprus, coupled with ca NATO peacekeeping force under UN
auspices to augment or supplant the present UN peacekeeping force on Cypmus to ensure the
security ofboth communities. Demilitarization is a provision in H.Con.Res.81 and S.Con.Res.41,
which passed overwhelmingly in the House and Senate in July 1997. Demilitarization is the
major step which could lead to a comprehensive settlement.

The present situation in the Balkans gives you and NATO the opportunity to act on the
more serious problems of aggression against Cyprus by the military controlled government of
Turkey and the Turkish military's 15 year war of terror, ethnic cleansing, crimes against
humanity and genocide against its Turkish minority in Turkish Kurdistan. We urge you to seize
the opportunity.

uge T. Ross des

Respectfully,

cc: Members of the Congress
Vice President Albert Gore, Jr.
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
Secretary ofDefenseWilliam Cohen
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Thomas Pickering
Assistant Secretary of State for European and Canadian Affairs Marc Grossman
Special Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs Samue! Berger
U.S. Ambassadors to Greece, Turkey, Cyprus andNATO
Special Cyprus Coordinator Thomas Miller

3

Cyprus which the State Department has been attempting to cover-up ever since, as detailed in my
March 18, 1999 letter to you

The parallel between Turkey's invasion and occupation of Cyprus and Iraq's invasion
and occupation of Kuwait is clear. The U.S. should be as forceful in ridding Cyprus of its
agressor, Turkey, as it was in Kuwait. At a minimum, NATO should suspend Turkey from the
alliance until Turkey is in compliance with the North Atlantic Treaty and the UN Charter

We ask you, Mr. President, in the interests of the United States to publicly cal for the
immediate demilitarization of Cyprus, coupled with a NATO peacekeeping force under UN
auspices to augment or supplant the present UN peacekeeping force on Cypmus to ensure the
security ofboth communities. Demilitarization is a provision in H.Con.Res.81 and S.Con.Res.41,
which passed overwhelmingly in the House and Senate in July 1997. Demilitarization is the
major step which could lead to a comprehensive setlement

The present situation in the Balkans gives you and NATO the opportunity to act on the
more serious problems of aggression against Cyprus by the military controlled government of
Turkey and the Turkish military's 15 year war of terror, ethnic cleansing, crimes against
humanity and genocide against its Turkish minority in Turkish Kurdistan. We urge you to seize
the opportunity

Respectfully,

ugepé T. Ross des

cc: Members of the Congress
Vice President Albert Gore, Jr
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
Secretary ofDefenseWilliam Cohen
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Thomas Pickering
Assistant Secretary of State for European and Canadian Afairs Marc Grossman
Special Assistant to the President for National Security Afairs Samuel Berger
U.S. Ambassadors to Greece, Turkey, Cyprus andNATO
Special Cyprus Coordinator Thomas Miller



UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 9902874
NSC/RMO PROFILE RECEIVED: 16 APR 99 14

TO: PRESIDENT

FROM: ROSSIDES, EUGENE T DOC DATE: 02 APR 99
SOURCE REF:

KEYWORDS: KOSOVO CYPRUS
TURKEY PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

PERSONS :

SUBJECT: VIEWS OF AMER HELLENIC INSTITUTE RE NATO & US INVOLVMENT IN BALKANS
TURKEY & CYPRUS

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER DUE DATE: 26°APR 99 STATUS: S
A MAYSTAFF OFFICER: HURLEY LOGREF :

FILES: PA NSCP: CODES:

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION
FOR ACTIO FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
HUR BUSBY BLINKEN

SAPIRO FLANAGAN
SCHULTE GORDON

COMMENTS :

DISPATCHED BY DATE BY HAND W/ATTCH

OPENED BY: NSTTS CLOSED BY: DOC 1 OF 1

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 9902874
NSC/RMO PROFILE RECEIVED: 16 APR 99 14

TO: PRESIDENT

FROM: ROSSIDES, EUGENE T DOC DATE: 02 APR 99
SOURCE REF:

KEYWORDS: KOSOVO CYPRUS
TURKEY PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

PERSONS :

SUBJECT: VIEWS OF AMER HELLENIC INSTITUTE RE NATO & US INVOLVMENT IN BALKANS
TURKEY & CYPRUS

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER DUE DATE: 26°APR 99 STATUS: S
A MAYSTAFF OFFICER: HURLEY LOGREF :

FILES: PA NSCP: CODES:

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION
FOR ACTIO FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
HUR BUSBY BLINKEN

SAPIRO FLANAGAN
SCHULTE GORDON

COMMENTS :

DISPATCHED BY DATE BY HAND W/ATTCH

OPENED BY: NSTTS CLOSED BY: DOC 1 OF 1

UNCLASSIFIED



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 9902874

REFERRAL DATE: 27 APR 99

MEMORANDUM FOR: KENNEY, K

STATE SECRETARIAT

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT

SOURCE: ROSSIDES, EUGENE T

DATE: 02 APR 99

SUBJ: VIEWS OF AMER HELLENIC INSTITUTE RE NATO & US INVOLVMENT IN BALKANS

TURKEY & CYPRUS

REQUIRED ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY

DUEDATE: 30 APR 99

COMMENT: POC AT NSC IS MIRIAM SAPIRO AT 456-9151

JOHN W. FICKLIN

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 9902874

REFERRAL DATE: 27 APR 99

MEMORANDUM FOR: KENNEY, K

STATE SECRETARIAT

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT

SOURCE: ROSSIDES, EUGENE T

DATE: 02 APR 99

SUBJ: VIEWS OF AMER HELLENIC INSTITUTE RE NATO & US INVOLVMENT IN BALKANS

TURKEY & CYPRUS

REQUIRED ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY

DUEDATE: 30 APR 99

COMMENT: POC AT NSC IS MIRIAM SAPIRO AT 456-9151

JOHN W. FICKLIN

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE



POE oe

:

PRESIDENTIAL/NSA CORRES ONDENCE

IMMEDIATE ACTION REQ ED :

:

SY

:
: : :

: :: : :
: : : : :

ACTION OFFICER: LOG NUMBER:

DUE DATE: 4.28
sae'

° DATE STAFFED: Y.

Q
Q
Q
Q
AQ

O
[1

\X

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO:

PRESIDENT

NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR

FROM:

PREPARE A RESPONSE FOR THE PRESIDENT'S OR NATIONAL SECURITY
ADVISOR'S SIGNATURE WITHIN 10 DAYS. IF A LETTER DOES NOT REQUIRE A
RESPONSE, PLEASE RETURN IT TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (RM 379) WITH
THIS FORM, ANNOTATED ACCORDINGLY.

POE oe

:

PRESIDENTIAL/NSA CORRES ONDENCE

IMMEDIATE ACTION REQ ED :

:

SY

:
: : :

: :: : :
: : : : :

ACTION OFFICER: LOG NUMBER:

DUE DATE: 4.28
sae'

° DATE STAFFED: Y.

Q
Q
Q
Q
AQ

O
[1

\X

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO:

PRESIDENT

NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR

FROM:

PREPARE A RESPONSE FOR THE PRESIDENT'S OR NATIONAL SECURITY
ADVISOR'S SIGNATURE WITHIN 10 DAYS. IF A LETTER DOES NOT REQUIRE A
RESPONSE, PLEASE RETURN IT TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (RM 379) WITH
THIS FORM, ANNOTATED ACCORDINGLY.


