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CONFIDENTIAL 1641

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
March 9, 1999

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13526

JAMES STEINBERG QOCB~OAM-F 3

SUBJECT: Foreign Policy Daily Wrap-Up

CHECHNYA

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT White House Guidelines,May 16. 2017

FROM :

The kidnapping on Friday of the Russian Interior Minister's
envoy to the separatist Chechnya region has raised the
possibility of military clashes in the coming weeks. InteriorMinister Stepashin has threatened air and missile strikes
against guerrilla bases in Chechnya if the envoy is not released
quickly. Chechen President Maskhadov has promised to seek the
envoy's release, but he probably lacks the ability either to
secure that release or to restrain Chechnya's hard-line
warlords. The Russian Security Council will meet on Wednesdayto consider economic sanctions, military strikes and other
options.

KOSOVO

Fighting on the ground continues. KVM and press reportsindicate that Serb police detained 400 Kosovar Albanians near
Kacanik earlier today in an effort to identify those affiliated
with the Kosovo Liberation Army. The men were separated from
the group and all but 35 have been released. KVM is monitoring
the situation and pressing for their release. Ambassador
Holbrooke arrived in Belgrade Tuesday for Wednesday meetingswith Milosevic. Holbrooke will emphasize that an agreement,
including NATO deployment, is in Serbia's long-term interest,
and that a Serb offensive will be met with NATO force. Our
efforts have been made more difficult by Thaqi's reluctance to
sign the Agreement Tuesday, notwithstanding that a majority of
the KLA General Staff voted in favor of it Monday. Although we
are at a delicate point in the negotiating process, SpeakerHastert appears intent on scheduling a House vote Thursday or
Friday on a non-binding resolution that would "authorize"
deployment. Secretary Albright urged him to wait until after an
agreement is reached, pointing out that under current planning
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CHECHNYA

The kidnapping on Friday of the Russian Interior Minister's
envoy to the separatist Chechnya region Was raised the
possibility of military clashes in the doming weeks. Interior
Minister Stepashin has threatened air And missile strikes
against guerrilla bases in Chechnya the envoy is not released
quickly. Chechen President Maskhadov has promised to seek the
envoy's release, but he probably lacks the ability either to
secure that release or to restrain Chechnya's hard-line
warlords. The Russian Security :Council will meet on Wednesday
to consider economic sanctions,' Jmilitary strikes and other
options. Th
actions during the 199496 war in Chechnya
evidenceof Mobilization of Russian troops around Ctrechrya-for
1

KOSOVO

Fighting on the ground,'continues. Ambassador Holbrooke arrived
in Belgrade Tuesday for Wednesday meetings with Milosevic.
Holbrooke will emphasize that an agreement, including NATO
deployment, is in Serbia's long-term interest, and that a Serb
offensive will be met with NATO force. Our efforts have been
made more difficult by Thagi's reluctance to sign the Agreement
Tuesday, notwithstanding that a majority of the KLA General
Staff voted in favor of it Monday. Although we are at a
delicate point in the negotiating process, Speaker Hastert
appears intent on scheduling a House vote Thursday on a non-
binding resolution that would "authorize" deployment. Secretary
Albright urged him to wait until after an agreement is reached,
pointing out that under current planning it would be at least 72
hours after that before U.S. comoat troops would deploy
(although U.S. personnel for the ARRC headquarters would deploy
ONFIDENTI
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more quickly). Hastert was unpersuaded and said that
five days to schedule a vote. He believes that we would win
such a vote, but the votes are not clear at this point

he neede

ALLEGATIONS OF CHINESE NUCLEAR ESPIONAGE

@sday NY Time On Post editorials we criticat of
the Adminis andling of Chinese espionag allegations.
Shelby is holding a closed SSCI hearing on March/17 and the
DCI's interagency damage assessment should be mpleted by the
end of March. In the meantime, we are taking everal actions ir
response: DOE is seeking a NY Times placemeyt for a Bill
Richardson op-ed, which notes we responded o both the discrete
allegation of espionage and the overall préblems with DOE
laboratory security; Bill Richardson cal d about 30 members of
Congress on March 8 to discuss how we h e been addressing
theproblem; State is calling in a seni Chinese Embassyofficial on March 10 to express our dgep concern over the
reported illegal acquisition of U.S. nuclear technology and to
warn of consequences to relations axd to high-technology trade
if our laws are not respected.
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