
Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 
Clinton Li brary 

00( Iii\! F.I\T 0 . 
\ 'I) ·1, Pt' 

00 1. email 

002. email 

003. emai l 

CO LLF:CTIO ': 

M ' R.IF.ITffrTI F. 

From: external emai l address To: Jonathan Young Re: Digital Dividc­
rcspon!>c of interest fPersonal Information] fpar1iall (2 pages) 

From: external email address To: Jonathan Young Re: Digital Divide 
[ Personal Information] [pa11ial) { I page) 

f-'rom: external email address To: Jonathan Y oung Re: Digiial Divide 
[Personal Information] (partial) ( I page) 

Clinton Presidential Records 
Automated Record!> Management System [Email] 
WIIO ([Digital Di,idc ... l) 
O,VBo, Number: 500000 

FOLDER T IT LE: 
I 02 ·02 12000 - 02 o-t 12000 J 

o., 1 • 1u .. ,-rR1< n o 

02'03/2000 b(6) 

02/03/2000 h( 6) 

02/03/2000 b(6) 

2019-0203 -r, 

l'rtsil.le111iul Rrconh \ r t -1-U t .S.C. 220,.(a)I 

PI l\nrionnl St't'urit) Classified tnrormation ((a)( I I or the PIUI 
P1 IMatin~ to the appointmtnl 10 Federa l office l(a)(2) ofthr Pll.\ l 
PJ l(dra,r "ould ,iolatt a federal Sli\l UIC l(aJ(J) of the l'H \ I 
.,,. r<t ltasc.- \\IIUld disclo~e 1r~dt' ~t'rtr or confidt nrial commcrcial or 

finandul inror111~1ion l(:a)(-1) of 1hr PR\ I 
I'~ Rrle,1,t \\Quid di clo,t confidential ad,icc bel\\ttn lh t Prt~idtnt 

:rnd h1, ad,i,or,. or bCl'\\ccn ,uch :uh hors la)(5) oftht PR \I 
1'6 Rtlta<,t "ould consrirn1c :1 ckarl, un" arranted in, a~ion of 

(lfr,nnnl prhac, l(a)(6J ortht PR~I 

('_ ( lo, rd in acrordanct ,1ith rt~tricrion, con111intd in donor', dud 
of l(ift. 

l'R\ I. Ptr\011:11 rtcord mbfilc dtfintd in arcordanrt 11i1h ~ I _,.c. 
l!Cl l(J). 

RR. Oocumrnt \\ill be rcut\\«l upon rtqut\l. 

CODES 
f'rctdom of lnfor11111tio11 \ er · IS I I.S.C. SS2(h)I 

b( I I i11io11:1I sccuri1, da~,ificd infornuuion l(bl{ I I of the FOi \I 
1)(21 Rrle:hc 11ould disclose inh·rnal pt11,onr1cl r ule, a nd practices or 

an wf.!tnr~ l(hl(2) nr 1hr H H \ I 
b(J) Rrlcuc ,1ould ,iol• rr I federal h11utt l (b)(J) of 1ht FOi \ i 
h{~l Rt lra~e " ould di,do,, trade ,,rrct~ or coufident lnl or finauciul 

informarion l(b)(-1) of the I 0 1 \ I 
b(6) ltt lea,c ,1011ld con-rir111c a ckarl) un1111rrantt'd in,Msion of 

pcNmal prhar, l(bl(6) of tht' 1·01 \ I 
b(7) Rrltht 11oultl di,clo,r infornrntlnn cnmpiltd for la11 t nforremtrll 

purpo t, l(h)(7) nf thr • 01 \ I 
l)C!I) lltlrll(t 11nuld d i,rlm.c lnfor111:11lnn conccrninf the rreulation of 

nnanclal instirurions 1Cb)t8) of the ~01 \I 
b('>I Rcka,r "ould dbclo,t itrolOjli<-•I or 1tro11h,siral information 

concrrn ing M'lls l(b)(9) or1hr FOi \ i 

'n708 



ARMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESlDENTIAL (NOTES MAlL) 

CREATOR: Rob Mclnnes <robmci@hotmail.com> ( Rob Mcinnes <robmci@hotmail.com> [UNKNOWN ) ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME: 2-FEB-2000 15:05:24.00 

SUBJECT: Digital Divide 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO]) 
READ:UN.KNOWN 

TEXT: 
Jonathan, l received a copy of your email on the digital divide from Andrea 
Harles. I am wondering who you arc targeting for recruiting for this 
effort? 
I am in contact with the diversity offices of many Silicon Valley 
companies. 
I could forward your request to them. (I am actually part of a 
collaborative 
group of companies focus ing on Digital divide issues.) 

Rob Mcinnes 
Diversity World/Califomai Business Leadership Network 

Get Your Private, Free Email at http://www.hotmail.com 



ARM Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRE IDE1 TIAL ( OTE MAIL) 

CREATOR: Vic1oria L. Valentine ( C =Victoria L. Va lcntinc/OU=WHO/O=EOP [WHO)) 

CREAT IO DA'I E/TIMl:.: 2-FEB-2000 12:15:06.00 

UBJECT: TODAY: digital divide confcall 

Ryasine@cmp.com ( Ryasinel@cmp.com @ incl [ U K OW ] ) 
READ:UNKNOW 

bmathcws'lz'fcw.com ( bmathc,"s@fc".com (@ inet l UNK OWN]) 
READ:lJNKNOWN 

bbach'a'cmp.com ( bbach'?tcmp.com @ inet I UNK OWN ] ) 
RE/\D:UNK OWN 

emessmer@nww.com ( emessmeri@nww.com @ incl [ U K OW1 J) 
RE/\D:UNKNOWN 

nealfreeman@blackwellcorp.com ( ncalfrccman@blackwcllcorp.com ~ inet [ UNK OWN]) 
READ:U KNOW 

cdhcam~ aol.com ( cdhcarn@aol.co111 @ inet I U K OWN J ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

arbl@,"ell.com ( arb@\\ell.com @ inet l UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNK OWN 

bbach@cmp.com ( bbach@cmp.com @ inct [ UNK OWN]) 
READ:U KNOW 

rjoconnor@njdc.com ( rjoconnor@njdc.com @ inet [ UNK OW ] ) 
READ:UNK OWN 

mitch_bells@cw.com ( mitch_bells@cw.com @ inet [ U K 10WN j ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

Elizabcthw@thcstandard.com ( Elizabcthw@thcstandard.com @ inet [UNKNOWN ] ) 
REAO:UNKNOWN 

mikc@mill in.com ( mikc@mill in.com @ inet [WHO]) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

barrctonc@patriot.net ( barretone@patriot.net@ inet [ UNK OWN]) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

elizabethw@thestandard.com ( elizabethw@thestandard.com @ inet [UNKNOWN]) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

jhasson@fcw.com (jhasson@fcw.com @ inet I UNKNOWN j ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 



11-XT: 
CO FERI. CE CALLO PRC IDl:. ·1 LI TO ' ' DIGITAL DIVIDE Al\' OU Cf-\-1[ I 

I I DA RO0ER r. , U Department of Fducation. Director of the Office of 
Education Technolog} 
will be on the call to gi\c details and take )OUr quc tions on the 
Pre idcnt's 200 I Budget initiative announcement to address bridging 1he 
digital di, idc. 

Date: Toda). \ edncsda). Februar) 2. 2000 
Time: 3:30 pm EST 

Ir) ou (or an appropriate editor or reporter from your media outlet) would 
like to participate in this conference call pica e contact me as soon as 
possible al 202-456-7284 and I will give you the call phone number and 
information. (You should have already received press paper on this 
announcement in a previous email. If ) ou did not I would be happ) to 
forward.) 

Thanks 



ARM Emai l System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Stephen N. Hoyd ( CN=Stephen N. Boyd/OU- WH0 /0 - COP [ WI 10 I) 

CREATION DATEfrlME: 2-FEB-2000 13:32: 18.00 

SUBJECT: Background on digital divide announcement and possible hightcch CEO interviews 

TO: robcrtsl@washpost.com ( robcrtsl@washpost.com @ incl [ UNKNOW J) 
READ:UNK OW 

TEXT: 
Larry --

Per my voiccmail. here is a copy of the background paper from toda}'s 
digital divide announcmcnt. There are a number of CEOs and corporate 
leaders who arc available this afternoon for intervie" son these efTons 
-- including pos ibly Steve Case of AOL, Bob Knowling of Covad, . teve 
Westly of El3ay, and Garrett Gruener of AskJeeves. Let me know if one of 
your staIT may be interested in a phone interview. ylvia Moreno of 
your Metro section covered the event today but was going to contact you 
and her editor to sec what linkage might be possible. Than!- you. 

PRE IDE T CLI NTO A OUNCES EW PROPO AL TO CLO ETHE DIGITAL DJVIOE A D 
l CREA E DIGITAL OPPORTU ITY 
Ballou l ligh chool. Washington. DC 
Wcdnesda). f ebruary 2. 2000 

Today, in an addre s at Ballou lligh School in Washing1on, DC, 
President Clinton wi ll announce a new proposal to close the digital divide 
and increase digital opportunity for all Americans. 

President Clinton wi II fi rst tour the computer center at Ballou High 
School accompanied by Steve Case, Chief Executive Officer, America Online, 
and David terl ing, President, Epiclearning.com. Darnell Curley. computer 
coordinator of Ballou,s computer training center and graduate of l3allou, 
will lead the tour. 

Following the tour of the computer center, the President wi ll announce a 
new proposal to close the digital divide in remarks to students, teachers 
and communi1y, government and business leaders at the Ballou High chool 
Gymnasium. The President wi ll be joined on stage by Steve Case, CEO, 
America Online; David Sterling. President, Epiclearning.com; Julie Evans. 
Chief Executive Omccr, etDay; Angela Lee, Vice President, AT&T: Darnell 
Curley, Computer Coordinator, Ballou High School; uperintendent of DC 
Schools Arlene Ackerman: and Dr. Wilma Durham and Dr. Art Bridges. 
Co-Principals of Ballou I ligh School. 

Ballou 11 igh chool currently offers a variety of computer technology 
classes ranging from Basic Keyboarding to Computer Programming to a 
Computer Repair class, giving students a chance to receive A+ computer 
technician certification and secure jobs in the workforce. Ballou also 



offers services to the community such as computer workshops held in the 
evenings for Temporary Assistance for eedy Families (TA F) recipients. 
Currently, Ballou has approximately 140 computers and is partially wired. 

Ballou I ligh chool has fonned partnerships with several private companies 
and labor unions. which have committed significant resources to the I ligh 

chool to help bridge the digital divide and to ensure that students from 
Ballou have an opportunity to thrive in the Information Age. This 
partnership is part of NextDay, an effort to bring technology to our 
poorest schools that gre\-v out ofNetDay, which President Clinton and Vice 
President Gore helped launch in March I 996. Many of these companies have 
also made national commitments lo help bridge the digital divide. 
Elements of the Ballou partnership with private companies include the 
following: 1) Epiclearning.com has committed to launch a technical 
training and certification program that will allow Ballou students to 
compete for jobs with starting salaries of $32,000 - $37.000; 2) 3M 
Corporation has committed to supply fiber and electronics equipment. 3) 
Cisco Corporation has committed to supply net\,orking equipment for the 
school: 3) AT&T has commined to help train teachers to use technology 
effectively~ 4) and AfL-ClO, Communication Workers of America and the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers are committed to help wire 
the school. 

In addition, the PowerUP program a coalition of a number of 
companies (including AOL), agencies, and non-profits working to bridge the 
digital divide through access to computers, wi ll make Ballou I ligh School a 
site later this year. 

A number of Members of Congress are expected to ancnd the event 
including: 
Senator Robert Bennett (R-UT). Representative Xavier Becerra (D-CA), 
Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX). Representative tephanie 
Tubbs Jones (D-OH), Representative William Jefferson (D-LA) , 
Representative heila Jackson Lee (D-TX), Representative John Le\, is 
(D-GA). Representative Zoe Lofgren (D-CA). Representative Adam mith 
(D-WA), Representative Ellen Tauscher (D-CA), Representative Maxine Waters 
(D-CA), and Representative David Wu (D,OR). 8 b vvv 

Order of Speakers: 

Dr. Wi lma Durham, Principal, Ballou High School 
David Sterling, President. £piclearning.com 
Steve Case. CEO, America Online 
Darnell Curley, Computer Coordinator. Ballou High chool 
President Clinton 
### 

THE CU TON-GORE ADMIN l TRATION: 
FROM DIGITAL DIVIDE TO DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 
February 2, 2000 



Today. President Clinton "ill unveil a comr>rchensive prol')Osal to help 
bridge the digital divide and create ne\\ opportunity for all Americans. 
This issue has been a top priority for Vice Presidenl Gore. "ho lhas ,, orl-.ed 
to bridge the Digital Divide by ensuring that all children have access to 
educational technolog) . Access to computers and the Internet and the 
ability to use this technolog) effectively are becoming increasing!) 
important for fu ll participation in America.s economic. political and 
social life. Unfortunately. unequal access to technology and high-tech 
skills by income. educational level, race, and geography could deepen and 
reinforce the divisions that exist within American society. President 
Clinton believes that we must make access to computers and the Internet as 
universal as the telephone is today -- in our schools, libraries, 
communities, and homes. 

To make the most of these new opportunit ies, the President believes we 
must: 

u Broaden access to technologies such as computers, the lnternel. and 
high-speed networks; 
u Provide people the skilled teachers and the training they need to master 
the information economy; 
u Promote on line content and applications that,, ill help empower all 
Americans to use new technologies to their fu llest potential. 

President Clinton wi ll announce specific proposals in his new budget to 
help accomplish these goals and help create digital opportunit) for more 
Americans -- including $2 billion in tax incentives to encourage private 
sector activities such as computer donations, and S380 million in nev, and 
expanded initiatives to serve as a catalyst for public-private 
partnerships. 

PRESTDENTCLTNTON , NEW BUDGET INITIATIVE 

I. $2 billion in tax incentives over IO year::. to encourage private sector 
donation of computers, spon orship of comm unit) technology centers. and 
technology training for workers. 

2. $ l 50 million to help train all new teachers entering the work force to 
use technology effectively. 

3. $100 million to create 1,000 Commun it) Technology Centers in lo\\ -incomc 
urban and rural neighborhoods. 

4. $50 million for a public/private partner hip to expand home access to 
computers and the Internet for low-income families. 

5. $45 million to promote innovative applications of information and 
communications technology for under-served communities. 

6. $25 million to acce lerate private sector deployment of broadband 
networks in under-served urban and rural 
communities. 

7. $1 O million to prepare Native Americans for careers in Informat ion 



Technology and other technical liclds. 

To I lclp Mobili1.e Public/PrivatePartnerships To Close the Digital Divide. 
President Clinton Wil l Lead A New Markets Trip during the week of Apri l 
9th: Closing the Digita l Divide requires creative partnerships between 
industry, non-profit organizations and government. That's why President 
Clinton wi ll lead a New Markets trip during the week of April 9th designed 
to mobilize a significant private and publ ic effort to close the digital 
divide. This trip, which will include leading high-tech CEOs. will 
highlight communities that arc using information technology to enhance our 
chi ldren's education, e:,.,pand access to life-long learning, and create 
economic growth and high-tech. high-wage jobs. 

THE CU TO, -GORE AGE DA I-OR 
CREATJ G DIGITAL OPPORTU ITY 
February 2. 2000 

Private sector competition and rapid technological progress are powerful 
forces to bridgethe digital divide and make Information Age tools 
available for more and more Americans. The information technology 
industry is able to double the amount of computing power available at a 
given price every 12-18 months. and is now selling low-cost computers and 
"information appliances" -- such as specialized Internet access devices. 
Some companies are even orTcring free, advertiser-supported Internet 
access. By working " ith the private sector and community-based 
organizations, the Administration can accelerate the trend toward expanded 
access. 

But access to technology is only the fi rst step. We also need to give 
people the skills they need to use technology, to promote content and 
applications of lechnology that will help empower under-served 
communities, and to ensure that leachers can use technology effectively in 
the classroom. Below is a brief description of the initiatives that 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore are proposing to help accomplish 
these goals: 

I. $2 billion over 10 years in tax incentives to encourage private 
sector donation of computers, sponsorship of community technology centers. 
and technology training for workers: President Clinton's budget includes 
$2 billion in new tax incentives to encourage companies to donate 
computers to schools, libraries and community technology centers. to 
sponsor schools, libraries, and community technology centers in designated 
Empowennent Zones, and to provide basic computer training. workplace 
literacy. or other basic education for their employees. 
u Encouraging companies to donate computers. The President proposes to 
extend and expand tax deduction that gives companies an incentive to 
donate computers to schools, libraries and computer technolog) centers. 
This enhanced deduction allows companies to deduct more than the cost of 
their donation. Under current law, this deduction applies to donations 
of computers to schools only and expires after the year 2000. The 
President ,s proposal would extend this provision through June 30, 2004 
and would expand it to donations to publ ic libraries or commu11ity 
technology centers in Empowerment Zones, Enterprise Communities, and 
high-poverty areas. 



(1 Promoting corporate sponsorship of chools. librnrics and community 
tcchnolog} centers. ·1 he President propose\ tax relief to encourage 
companies to spon or schools and community technology centers in 
Cmpo,,erment Zones, Fnterprisc Communities. and targeted Ion, income 
areas. The President .s proposal would allocate credits for $16 million 
in corporate sponsorship to each of the 31 e:-.isting Empo\\enncm Zones and 
10 proposed ne,, Cmpo,"ermcnt Lones and 4 million in corporate sponsor hip 
for each of the more than 80 Enterprise Communities. In total. the 
President ,s proposal would help support up to nearly SI billion in annual 
sponsorships to help improve schools and community technology centers. 
u upporting technology train ing for worhcrs. The President ,s proposal 
would provide targeted tax rel ief to encourage companies to provide basic 
computer training. workplace liter.icy, or other basic education for 
employees that lach the basic skills to succeed in the modem \\Orkplace. 
Companies would be allowed to take a 20 percent tax credit for up to 
$5.250 in annual expenses per employee. Eligible employees generally 
\\Ould not have received a high school degree or its equivalent. 

2. $150 mil lion to help train al l new teachers entering the workforce use 
technology effectively in the classroom: Under the leadership of 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore. the United tates ha~ made 
enormous progress in connecting school to the Internet and increa ing 
the number of modem computers in the classroom. I lo, .. ever. acce s to 
computers and the Internet will not help Mudcnts achieve high academic 
standards unless teacher are as comfortable " ith a computer a the) are 
\vith a chal"-board. President linton\ budget calls for 150 million in 
Department of Education grants -- double the last year ,s investment of 
$75 million -- 10 ensure that all nc\\ teacher entering the workforce are 
technologically literate and can integrate technology into the 
curriculum. l'he need for thi investment is clear. According to the 

ational Center for Education . tatistics, only 20 percent of teachers 
report that they arc "very well prepared" to in tegrate technology into 
classroom. And over the next 10 )Cars. K-1 2 schoob \\ill need to hire 2 
million new teachers to fill the vacancie · left b) retiring teachers and 
to accommodate increasing student populations. 

3. SI 00 million to create up to 1.000 Commun it) fcchnolog) Centers in 
IO\\ •income urban and rural communities: The President's budget more than 
triples the Department of Education .s support fo r Community Technology 
Centers - from $32.5 million in FY2000 to$ I 00 million in FY200 I. This 
initiati,e. championed b) Congrc \\Oman Ma.x.ine Waters \\ as initial!~ funded 
at $10 million in fiscal )Car 1999. The goal of the initiative is 10 help 
close the &digital divide 8 by providing computers and Informat ion Age 
tools lo children and adults that arc not able to afford them at home. 
These community technology centers \viii help empo,,.er hundreds of thousands 
of low-income children and adults in a variety of ways. Children will be 
able to improve their performance in school by having access to 
high-quality educational oftware after school and prepare for the 
high-tech workplace of the 2 1st century by getting certified " ith an 
information technology skill. Adults will be able to use computers and 
the Internet to take a self-paced adu lt literacy course; get access lo 
America ,s Job Oank lo see what jobs arc available; learn to type up a 
resume and cover letter using word proces ing sofi,\are; learn to start up 
their own µ-enterprise 8 or Web-based business, or acquire new 



training. A tudy sponsored by the ational cience Foundation confirms 
that Community Technology Centers are helping lo bridge the digital 
divide. Of the users surveyed: 62 percent had incomes of less than 
$15,000; 65 percent took computer classes to improve their job skills; and 
41 percent got homework help or nttoring at the center. 

4. $50 mi llion for a public/private partnership 10 expand home aece s 10 

computers and the Internet for low-income families: The President's 
budget includes a new $50 million Department of Commerce pilot program to 
expand access to computers and the Internet for lo,, -incomc families. and 
to give these families the skills they need to use these ne"' Information 
Age tools effectively. This new program will provide competitive grants 
to publ ic-private partnerships at the local level. Potential partners 
might include: local school districts seeking to expand parental 
involvement in education; high-tech companies wi lling to provide discounts 
on computers and access; libraries offering training on "information 
literacy"; employers seeking to upgrade the skills of their workforce 
using distance learning, and government agencies at all levels seeking to 
save taxpayer dollars through the electronic delivery of government 
services. The Admini tration ·will continue to '"ork with the private 
sector and non-profit organizations on the most effective way to design 
thi s program. 

5. $45 mill ion to promote innovative applications of information 
technology for under-served communities: President Cl inton's budget will 
increase the investment in the Department of Commerce ,s highly- uccessful 
Technology Opportunities Program (TOP) to $45 million -- triple the 
current level of $15 million. This program encourages innovative 
applications of information technology that help empower low-income 
communities -- public health information systems that raise childhood 
immuni7ation rates in inner-cities. tele-mentoring for at-risk youth, and 
electronic networks that strengthen local communities by fostering 
communication and collaboration. 

6. $25 million to accelerate private sector deployment of high-speed 
networks in under-served mban and rural communities: High-speed 
Internet access is becoming as important to the economic vitality of a 
community as roads and bridges are today. The President will propose a 
new $25 million program at the Department of Commerce and the Department 
of Agriculture to accelerate private sector deployment of broadband 
networks in under-served urban and rural communities -- using grants and 
loan guarantees. The potential payoff from these kinds of investments is 
enormous. One company, for example. has helped people move from 
"welfare-to-work" by connecting their community with the high-speed 
networks needed to support telecommuting. This solves some of the biggest 
barriers associated with welfare-to-work -- lack of childcare and 
transportation. 

7. $ 10 million to prepare ative Americans for careers in information 
technology and other technical fields: The ational cience Foundation 
will support efforts by tribal colleges to increase the number of Native 
Americans who are prepared to pursue careers in information technology and 
other technical fields.The ability to use technology is becoming 
increasingly important in the workplace, and job in the rapidly growing 



in formation technology sector pa)' almost 80 percent more than the average 
private sector wage. 

THE IMPORT A CE OF BRIDGrNG ·1 H[ DIGll AL DIVIOE 

Access to computer · and the Internet and the ability to efTectivcl} use 
this technolog)' arc becoming increasingl1 important for full participation 
in America ,s economic. political and social li fe . People are using the 
Internet to find lower prices for goods and services, work from home or 
start their own business. acquire ne\\ kills u ing distance learning. and 
make beucr informed decisions about their healthcare needs. I he abilit1 
to use technology is becoming increasingly important in the \VOrl-place. and 
jobs in the rapid!) growing infonnation technology <,ector pay almost 80 
percent more than the average private sector "age. 

I echnology, used crcati,ely. can also ma!..e a big difference in the ,,a1 
teachers teach and students learn. In some classroom . teachers an! using 
lhe Internet to keep up,, ith lhe latest de, elopments in their field. 
exchange lesson plans ,vith their colleagues. and communicate more 
frequent!) with parents. Students are nblc to log on to the Librar) of 
Congress to do" nload primary documents for a histor) paper. explore the 
uni\ erse with an Internet-connected telescope used b1 professional 
astronomers. and engage in more active "learning by doing." ' tudents arc 
also creating powerful lnternet-ba cd learn ing resource that can be used 
by other students - such as award-winning Web sitc'i on endangered 
species, the biology of sleep, human perception of sound. and an 
exploration of the American judicial system. 

Access to computers and the Internet has exploded during the Clinton-Gore 
Administration. Unfortunate!), there is strong evidence of a &digital 
divide 8 -- a gap between tho e individuals and communities that have 
access to these Information Age tools and those who don .t. In some 
in tances, this divide is actually widening. A July 1999 report from the 
Department of Commerce. based on December 1998 Census Department data. 
revealed that: 

u Better educated Americans more likel} to be connected. Bct\\een 1997 and 
1998. the technolog) divide bet" een those al the highc. t and lo\\ est 
education levels increased 25%. In 1998, those with a college degree are 
more Lhan eight time likely to have a computer at home and nearly 
sixteen times as likely to have home Internet access a those \\ ith an 
elementary school education. 
ii The gap between high- and low-income Americans is increasing. In the 
last year. lhe divide bct\\een those at the highest and lowest income 
levels gre,, 29%. Households" ith incomes of S75,000 or higher arc more 
than twenty times more likel) to have access to the Internet than those 
at the lowe t income levels, and more than nine times as likely to have a 
computer at home. 
u White more likely to be connected than African-Americans or I lispanics. 
The digital divide is also persistent and growing along racial and ethnic 
lines. Whites are more likely to have access to the Internet from home 
than African-Americans or Hispanics have from any location. 
African-American and Hispanic households are roughly t\vo-fifth as likel) 
to have home Internet access as \\hite household . The gaps bet,,ecn 



white and Hispanic households, and between white and African-American 
households, arc now more than six percentage points larger than they were 
in 1994. llowcver, for incomes of $75.000 and higher. the divide bet\\CCn 
whites and African-Americans has narrowed considerably in the last year. 
u Rural areas less likely to be connected than urban users. Regardless of 
income level. those living in rural areas arc lagging behind in computer 
ownership and Internet access. At some income levels, those in urban 
areas are 50% more likely to have Internet access than those earning the 
same income in rural areas. Low income households in rural areas arc the 
least connected. with connectivity rates in the singles digits for both 
computers and Internet access. 

In addition. data from the National Center for Education Statistics 
reveals a "digital divide" in our nation ,s schools. As of the fall of 
1998, 39 percent of classrooms of poor schools were connected to the 
Internet, as compared to 62 percent for wealthier schools. 

A TRONG RECORD OF WORKI G TO CLOSE TI IE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have i\orked hard to clo e the 
digital divide, and to help create opportunit} for more Americans in the 
Information Age. 

u President Clinton and Vice President Gore have set a national goal of 
ensuring that every child is technologically literate. In addition to 
preparing children for the high-tech workplace of the 21st century, 
technology can help change the way teachers teach and students learn. 
Teachers can communicate more frequent ly with parents, keep up with the 
latest developments in their field, and exchange lesson plans with their 
colleagues. tudents can cond uct research using primary source material, 
learn the principles of genetics by breed ing virtual fru it flies. and 
learn astronomy by using a professional tclc cope located 3,000 mi les 
from their classroom. 
ti As a result of the Clinton-Gore educational technology initiative: 
t'1 The number of classrooms connected to the Internet has increased from 3% 
in 1994 to 51% in 1998. 
u The number of schools connected to the Internet has increased from 35% 
in 1994 to 89% in 1998. 
ti The "e-ratc". pan of the Telecommunications Act of l 996. is providing 
$2.25 bi ll ion in 20% - 90% discounts to connect schools and libraries to 
the Internet, with the deepest discounts going to the poorest schools 
that need it most. TI1c e-rate alone has provided Internet access for 
children in more than I million classrooms. 
LI Our total investment in educational technology at the federal level 
(including the e-rate) has increased from $23 million in 1993 to over $3 
bi ll ion today. 
6 Grants supported by the Department of Education are training 400.000 new 
teachers to use technology effectively in the classroom. 

In addition, President Clinton and Vice-President Gore have worked to: 

LI Expand access to technology for people with disabilities: President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore have been strong supporters of efforts to 
make technology more accessible for people with disabilities. Recent 



actions by the Federal Communications Commission will help ensure that 
telecommunications equipment, such as cellular phones, is designed to be 
accessible for people with disabilities. 
u Expand access to technology in under-served communities: In addition to 
the Community Technology Center program. HUD Sec. Andrew Cuomo has 
created approximately 500 eighborhood Nel\\Ork learning centers that 
bring state of the art technology to publicly-assisted housing across 
America. HU D's eighborhood 1et\\Orks are innovative private/public 
partnerships that establish computer-based multi-service centers to help 
people in publicly-assisted housing learn critical computer skills and 
prepare for 2 I st century jobs. 
LI Ensure that the Administration make closing the Digital Divide a top 
priori !) . In December, 1999, President Clinton directed members of the 
Cabinet to take specific actions to address the digital divide: 
President Clinton is directing members of his Cabinet (Secretaries of 
Commerce, Education. Health and Human Services, I lousing and Urban 
Development, and Labor) to take specific steps to close the Digital 
Divide, including: 
LI Continuing to measure the nature and extent of the digital divide by 
examining the importance of income, education, race. gender, geography 
and age to Americans' access to In formation Age tools; 
LI Expanding the network of Community Technology Centers to provide access 
to technology for those American who can't afford it; 
LI Promoting appl ications of the Internet that will empower low-income 
families, such as the ability to start their own business; and 
(1 Upgrading the IT skills of workers in low-income communities. 

### 



ARMS Email System 
RECORO TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Jenn ifer <jenny9357g yahoo.com> ( Jennifer <jenny9357@yahoo.com> [ UNK OWN ] ) 

CREATIO DATE/TIME: 2-FEB-2000 14:04:37.00 

SUBJECT: Re: Digital Divide 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( C =Jonathan M. Young/OU=WHO/O=EOP [WHO ]) 
READ:UNK OWN 

TEXT: 
> If you arc interested in joining in this endeavor. 
> please reply to this 
> email with your name, organizational affiliation (if 
> you don't have one. 
> that's fine too), home town, and a phone number 
> where I can reach you. [f 
> you'd like. I invite you to write a brief 
> description of who you are and 
> ) our interests in technology. Thanks. 

Jennifer LaPrade 
t. Louis. MO 

(3 14) 62 1-9555 ext. 202 

I'm a huge Clinton/Gore supporter and I think there is 
a great need to make the Internet accessible to 
everyone. I develop content for an lntemet company 
and have had Internet access for over three years. I 
can say that the Jntemet has really changed my life, 
as silly as that sounds. in many ways. 

Those who have Internet access are at a much greater 
advantage than those who do not. We have enough 
divisions with race, wealth. and social issues. 1 
would like to help make sure we don't add the "digital 
divide". 

I will help in any way that I can! Tell me what you 
need and I'll tell you what I can help with. 

Thanks, 
Jennifer 

Do You Yahoo!? 
Talk to your friends online with Yahoo! Messenger. 
http://im.yahoo.com 



ARMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOT l.:.S READ RECEIPT) 

CREATOR: Patr ick M. Dorton ( CN- Patrick M. Dorton/OU OPD/O- EOP l OPD I) 

CREATION DATE/l'IM E: 2-FEB-2000 16: 11 :14.00 

SUBJECT: RECEIVED: Digital Divide Wire Photos 

TO: George G. Caudill ( CN=George G. Caudill/OU=WI 1O/O=EOP l WI 10 J) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
RETURN RECEIPT 

Your Document: 
Digital Divide Wire Photos 
wa successfully received by: 
CN=Patrick M. Dorton/OU=OPD/O=EOP 
at: 
02/02/2000 04:04:55 PM 



ARMS Email ystcm 
RECORD TYPI-:.: PRESIDE T IAL ( OTE MAIL) 

CREATOR: BBracey@aol.com ( OBraccy@aol.com l KNOWN]) 

CREA Tl ON DATEffIME: 2-FEB-2000 0 I :26:20.00 

UBJECT: Re: President Clinton' Digital Divide E"ent -- Invitation for Wednesday. February 2. 2000 

TO: komar1_vcivi lrights.org ( koma a civilrights.org l U K OW ] ) 
READ:UNKNOW 

TO: Jena V. Roscoe ( CN=Jcna V. Ro coe/OU=WI 1O/O=EOP f WI 10 J) 
R.E/\D:UNKNOWN 

TO: mjohn. on@cwla.org ( mjohnson@k wla.org [ OA ] ) 
READ:UNK OWN 

TO: kgrasty@american.edu ( kgrasty@american.edu l U K 0\ ] ) 
READ:U KNOWN 

TEXT: 
In a message dated 2/ 1/00 4:46:35 PM, Jena_ V._Roscocla',,.,ho.cop.gov ,,rites: 

<< TIIE WHITE HOU E 
WA HJ GTON 

INVlT A Tl ON/RSVP FORM 

O/\TEfflME: Wednesday. Febniary 2, 2000. I 0:30am 

LOCATIO Ballou Senior High School 
340 I 4th treet. E 
Washington. DC 

PRl C!PAL BRJEFERS: The President 

OBJECTIVE: The President wi ll announce his intent to request 
funding in the federal budget to addrc s the digital 
divide. 

ARRIVAL& 
CLEARANCE 
INFORMATION: For entrance, your name must be on the White House RSVP 

list and you must provide photo identification such as 
a valid driver?s license that displays your date of 
birth. 

Please RSVP by email or telephone 
no later than Tuesday. February I, 2000 at 7:00pm 



2, 2000. 

to: Jena Roscoe 
Associate Director 

Office of Public Liaison 
Jcna _ Roscoe@oa.eop.gov 

Phone:202-456-6657 

Yes. I will be allending the announcement on Wednesday. February 

__ No, I wi ll nol be able to attend. but would like for my enior 
Level Representative to atlcnd on my behalf on Wednesday, February 2, 2000. 

fu ll ame: __ Bonnie Bracey __________ Title: High Tech 
Specialist for ECTC. and fellow for The Lucas Foundation. 

Corporation/Organization: 
______ ECTC_project World ummit 
and The George Lucas Educational Foundation USA 
www .glef.org 

European Children's Television Centre 
20, Analipseos street, Vri lissia 
15235 Athens, Greece 
Tel. +30-1-685 1258 Fax. +30-1-681 7987 

3rd World Summit on Media for Children 
I 1- 15 March 200 I , Thessaloniki, Greece 
www .chi ldrens-med ia.or <h ltp://www .ch ildrens-med ia.org> 

Corporation/Organization Address: 

US Address 230 G treet. SW -----
Office umber: Fax: Email: ------- -------

XXX 

No, 1 will not be able to attend. Please keep me informed. 

>> 



ARM Email ystem 
Rf.CORD TYPE: PRESIDE TIAL (NOTE MAIL) 

CREATOR: Victoria L. Valentine ( CN=Victoria L. Valentine/OU- WI 1O/O- EOP I WI 10 ] ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME: 2-FEB-2000 12:55:49.00 

SUBJECT: TODAY: digital divide conf call 

TO: a fronet@afronct.com ( afronet@afronet.eom @ inet [ U KNOWN J) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Hello Will ie, 
Tried to call you about this conf call but the phone just continued to 
ring and voicemail never picked up. Anyhow, if you get this email in time 
and you (or a ed itor/reporter at afronet) are interested, please give me a 
call so that you can participate in this Digital Divide conf call. 

Thanks 

CONFERENCE CALLO PRESIDE T CLlNTO 'S DIGITAL DIVIDE ANNOUNCEME T 

GREG ROHDE, U . . Commerce Department, Assistant ecretary for 
Communications and Information 
\\ ill be on the call to give details and take your question on the 
President's 200 I Budget initiative announcement to address bridging the 
digital divide. 

Date: Today, Wednesday, February 2. 2000 
Time: 2:00 pm EST 

If you (or an appropriate editor or reporter from your media outlet or 
.com) ,vould like to participate in this conference call please contact me 
as soon as possible at 202-456-7284 and I will give you the call phone 
number and information. (You should have already received press paper on 
th is announcement in a previous email. If you did not l would be happy to 
forward.) 

Thanks 



ARMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRE IDENTJAL (NOTES READ RECEIPT) 

CREATOR: Timothy W. Emrich ( CN=Timothy W. Emrich/OU=Wl 1O/O=EOP I WI 10 J ) 

CREATION DATEffJME: 2-FEB-2000 16:28:52.00 

UBJECT: RECEIVED: Digital Divide Wire Photos 

1'0: George G. Caudill ( CN=George G. Caudi ll/OU- WHO/O EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ:UNK OWN 

TEXT: 
RETUR RECEIPT 

Your Document: 
Digital Divide Wire Photos 
was successful ly received by: 
C =Timothy W. Emrich/OU=Wl 1O/O- EOP 
at: 
02/02/2000 04:22:5 1 PM 



/\RMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDE TIAI, ( OTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: technologydaily-alert@njdc.com ( technologydaily-alert@njdc.com [ UNKNOWN ] ) 

CREATION DA TE/TTME: 2-FEB-2000 09: 12:53.00 

SUBJECT: Technology Daily: Clinton ClickStarts Digital Divide Discussion 

TO: Scott 1 lynes ( CN=Scon I lynes/OU= WJ 1O/0=EOP f WHO I ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Mark A. Kitchens ( CN=Mark A. Kitchens/OU=WHO/O=EOP I WI 10 I ) 
READ:UNKNOW 

TO: Lisa M. Kountoupes ( CN=Lisa M. Kountoupcs/OU=Wl TO/O=EOP [ WI 10 ] ) 
R£AD:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
This morn ing's National Journal's Technology Dai ly /\M Edition is now 
available on National Journal's Cloakroom: 
http://www.cloakroom.com/pubs/techda i I y/ 

TOP STORIES: Internet tax panel could reach consensus; how did the Internet 
play in McCain's H win?; AOL charged with using deceptive trade practices: 
privacy advocates could be pleased with financial services protections; 
lawyers share in dot-com wealth: and more. 

ALSO O THE TECH OLOGY DAILY In:. TH I MOR I G: 
- People: Is the ct just what the doctor ordered?; adding sparkle 10 

Markle: and more. 

TH1S MORNJ G 0 1 CLOAKROOM: 
- Poll Position: The Free Association Game 

hnp://cloakroom .com/members/buzz/pol lposi tion. htm 

-- Ad Spotlight: RA Spoofs Clinton To Decry mart Gun Research 
hnp://cloakroom .com/members/adspotl ight/2000/02/0202nra l .htm 

To stop receiving these E-mail Alerts: 
Reply to this message and include the\\ ord "unsubscribe" (without quotes) 
in the BODY of the message. 

National Journal's Technology Daily is publi hed daily by National Journal 
Group fnc. For more information about National Journal Group's 
publications. go to www.nationaljoumal.com. 



ARM Emai l S)stcm 
RECORD TYPE: PRE ' 11)1:. TlAL (NOTE MAIL) 

CREATOR: "Kolluri. Kris" <Kris.Kolluri~ mail.houc;e.gov> ( "Kolluri. Kris" <Kris.Kolluri~ mail.house.gov> [ 
U K OWN I) 

CREA TIO DATE/flME: 2-fEB-2000 11 :23:56.00 

UBJECT: RE: REVISED: The Clinton-Gore Administration: From Digital Divide to Digital Opportunity (Small 
change: Page 2. #I, 2nd Bullet) 

TO: Joshua J. Ackil ( C Joshua J. Ackil/OU=WHO/O- EOP I WHO] ) 
READ:U K OWN 

TEXT: 
will do. 

-----Original Message---­
From: Ackil, Josh 
Sent: Wednesday. February 02, 2000 I 0:44 AM 
To: Kolluri, Kris 
Subject: REV I · 1:.0 : The Clinton-Gore Administration: From Digital Divide 
to Digital Opportunity ( mall change: Page 2, # I. 2nd Bullet) 

Can you pass this along to the Freshmen - next Digital Divide trip is the 
week of April 9th. 

I----------------------------------------- ---------------------------I 
I I 
I TIIECLINTON-GOREADMl I TRATlOi : 
I FROM DIGJTAL DIVIDE TO DIGITAL OPPORT ITY 
I February 2, 2000 I 
I I 
l-----------------------------------------------------------------1 

Today, Pre. idcnt Clinton will unveil a comprehensive proposal to help 
bridge the digital divide and create new opportunity for all Americans. 
This issue has been a top priority for Vice President Gore, who has worked 
to bridge the Digital Divide by ensuring that all children have access to 
educational technology. Access to computers and the Internet and the 
ability to use this technology effectively are becoming increasingly 
important for fu ll participation in America?s economic, political and 
social life. Unfortunately. unequal access to technology and high-tech 
skills by income. educational level, race. and geography could deepen and 
rein force the divisions that exist within American society. President 
Clinton believes that we must make access to computers and the Internet as 
universal as the telephone is today -- in our schools. libraries, 
communities, and homes. 



·1 o make the most of these ne\, opportunities. the President believes \\C 

must: 

'? 13roaden access to technologies such as computers, the lnternet, and 
high-speed networks: 
? Provide people the skilled teachers and the training they need to ma"tcr 
the information economy; 
? Promote on line content and applications that will help cmpo,,er all 
Americans to use new technologies to their fullest potential. 

President Clinton \\ill announce specific proposals in his new budget to 
help accomplish these goals and help create digital opportunity for more 
Americans -- including $2 bi llion in Lax incentives to encourage private 
sector activities such as computer donations. and $380 million in nc\, and 
expanded initiatives to serve as a catalyst for public-private 
partnerships. 
l------------------------------------------------- -------,--------------1 
I I 
I PRESIDENT CLINTON? NEW BUDGET IN ITIATIVES 
I I 
I I. $2 bill ion in tax incentives over IO years to encourage private I 
I sector donation of computers, sponsorship of community technology 
I centers, and technology training for workers. I 
I I 
12. $150 million to help train all new teachers entering the 
I ,-.orkforce to use technology effectively. I 
I 
13. $ I 00 mil lion to create 1.000 Community Tcchnolog) Center in 
I lo"-income urban and rural neighborhoods. 
I I 
14. $50 million for a public/pri,ate partnership to expand home 
I access to computers and the Internet for low-income familie . 
I I 
I 5. $45 million to promote innovative applications of information 
I and communications technology for under-served communities. 
I I 
16. $25 million to accelerate private sector deployment of broadband I 
I network in under-served urban and rural I 
I communities. I 
I 
I 7. SI O million to prepare ative /\mcricans for careers in 
I Information Technology and other technical fields. 
I I 
1-------------------------------------------------------------I 

To I lelp Mobilize Public/PrivatcPartnerships To Close the Digital Divide, 
President Clinton Will Lead A New Markets Trip during the week of Apri l 
9th: Closing the Digital Divide requires creative partnerships between 
industry, non-profit organizations and government. That's why President 
Clinton wil l lead a New Markets trip during the week of April 9th designed 
to mobilize a significant private and public effort to close the digital 
divide. This trip, which ,vi ii include lead ing high-tech CEOs. wi ll 



highlight communities that arc using information technolog) to enhance our 
children's education. e~pand acce:,s to life-long learning, and create 
economic growth and high-tech. high-wage jobs. 

THE CLINTON-GORE AGENDA FOR 
CREATING DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 

February 2, 2000 

Private sector competition and rapid technological progress arc powerf'ul 
forces to bridgethe digital divide and make Information Age tools available 
for more and more Americans. The information technology industry is able 
to double the amount of computing power available at a given price every 
12- 18 months. and is now selling low-cost computers and "information 
appl iances" -- such as specialized Internet access devices. Some companies 
are even offering free, advertiser-supported Internet access. By working 
with the private sector and community-based organizations. the 
Administration can accelerate the trend toward expanded access. 

But access to technology is only the fi rst step. We also need to give 
people the skills they need to use technology. to promote content and 
applications of technology that will help empo\\er under-served communities. 
and to en ure that teachers can use technology effectively in the 
classroom. Below is a brief description of the initiatives that President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore are proposing to help accomplish these 
goals: 

1. $2 billion over 10 years in ta,, incentives to encourage private 
sector donation of computers, sponsorship of communit} technolog) centers. 
and technology training for worl--ers: Pre ident Clinton's budget includes 
$2 billion in new ta, incentive to encourage companies to donate computers 
to schools. libraries and community technology centers, to sponsor schoob. 
libraries. and community technolog) centers in designated Empo\\ennent 
Zones, and to provide basic computer training, workplace literacy. or other 
basic education for their employees. 
? Encouraging companies to donate computers. The President propo es to 
extend and expand Lax deduction that gives companies an incentive to 
donate computers to schools, libraries and computer technology centers. 
This enhanced deduction allows companies to deduct more than the cost of 
their donation. Under current law, th is deduction applies lo donations 
of computers to schools only and expires after the year 2000. The 
President?s proposa l would extend this provision through June 30, 2004 
and wou ld expand it to donations to public libraries or community 
technology centers in Empowcnnent Zones, Enterprise Communities. and 
high-poverty areas. 
? Promoting corporate sponsorship of schools, libraries and community 
technology centers. The President proposes tax relief to encourage 
companies to sponsor schools and communi ty technology centers in 
Empowennent Zones, Enterprise Communities, and targeted low income areas. 
The President?s proposal would allocate credits for $16 million in 
corporate sponsorshjp to each of the 31 existing Empowennent Zones and 
10 proposed new Empowerment Zones and $4 million in corporate sponsorship 
for each of the more than 80 Enterprise Communities. In total, the 
Prcsident?s proposal would help support up to nearly $J bill ion in annual 
sponsorships to help improve schools and community technology centers. 



? upporting technology training for \\Orkers. The President?s proposal 
would provide targeted tax relief to encourage companies to provide 
basic computer training. workplace literacy. or other basic education 
for employees that lack the basic skills to succeed in the modern 
workplace. Companies wou ld be allowed to take a 20 percent tax credit 
for up lo $5,250 in annual expenses per employee. Eligible employees 
generally would not have received a high school degree or its equivalent. 

2. $150 million to help train all new teachers entering the workforce use 
technology effectively in the classroom: Under the leadership of 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore. the United States has made 
enormous progress in connecting schools to the Internet, and increasing the 

number of modem computers in the classroom. However. access 10 

computers and the Internet will not help students achieve high academic 
standards unless teachers are as comfortable, ith a computer as they 
are'" ith a chalkboard. President Clinton's budget calls for $150 million 
in Department of Education grants -- double the last year?s investment 
of $75 mill ion - to ensure that all nc\\ teachers entering the "'orkforcc 
arc technologically literate and can integrate technology into the 
curriculum. The need for this investment is clear. According to 
the ational Center for Education tatistics. only 20 percent of teachers 
report that they are "very well prepared" to integrate technology into 
classroom. And overthc next IO years. K- I 2 schools will need 10 

hire 2 million new teachers to fill the vacancies left by retiring teachers 
and to accommodate increasing student populations. 

3. $ I 00 million to create up to 1.000 Community Technology Centers in 
lo\: -income urban and rural communities: The President's budget more than 
triples the Department of Education?s support for Community Technology 
Centers - from $32.S million in FY2000 to SI 00 million in FY200 I. This 
initiative, championed by Congresswoman Maxine Waters was initially f undcd 
at $10 million in fiscal) ear 1999. The goal of the initiative is to help 
close the ?digital divide? by providing computers and Information Age tools 
to children and adults that arc not able to afford them at home. These 
community technology centers will help empower hundreds of thousands of 
low-income children and adults in a variety of ways. Children will be able 
to improve their performance in school by having access to high-qual ity 
educational software after school and prepare for the high-tech workplace 
of the 21 st century by gelling certified with an in formation technology 
skill. Adults will be able to use computers and the Internet to take a 
self-paced adult literacy course: get access to America?s Job 13ank to see 
what jobs arc available; learn to type up a resume and cover letter using 
word processing software; learn to start up their own ?micro-enterprise? or 
Web-based business, or acquire new training. A study sponsored by the 
National cience Foundation confinns that Community Technology Centers arc 
helping to bridge the digital divide. Of the users surveyed: 62 percent 
had incomes of less than $ I 5,000; 65 percent took computer classes to 
improve their job skills; and 41 percent got homework help or tutoring at 
the center. 

4. $50 million for a public/private partnership to expand home access to 
computers and the Internet for low-income families: The President's budget 
includes a new $50 million Department of Commerce pilot program to expand 
access to computers and the Internet for low-income families. and to give 



these families the ski lls they need to use these new Information Age tools 
effectively. Thi!> new program will provide competitive grants to 
public-private partnerships at the local level. Potential partners might 
include: local school districts seeking to expand parental involvement in 
education; high-tech companies \Villing to provide discounts on computers 
and access; libraries offoring training on "information literacy": 
employers seeking to upgrade the skills of their workforce using distance 
learning, and government agencies at all levels seeking to save taxpayer 
dollars through the electronic delivery of government services. The 
Administration will continue to work with the private sector and non-profit 
organizations on 1he most effective way to design this program. 

5. $45 million to promote innovative applications orin forma1ion 
technology for under-served communities: President Cl inton's budget will 
increase the investment in the Department of Co1nmcrce?s highly-successful 
Technology Opportunities Program (TOP) 10 $45 million -- triple the current 
level of $15 mill ion. This program encourages innovative applications of 
information technology that help empower low-income communities -- publ ic 
health information systems that raise childhood immunization rates in 
inner-cities, tcle-mcntoring for at-risk youth, and electronic networks 
that strengthen local communities by fostering communication and 
collaboration. 

6. $25 million to accelerate private sector deplo)mcnt of high-speed 
networks in under-served urban and rural communities: I ligh-speed Internet 
access is becoming as important to the economic vitality or a community as 
roads and bridges arc today. The President will propo ca new $25 million 
program at the Department of Commerce and the Department of Agriculture to 
accelerate private sector deployment of broadband networks in under-served 
urban and rural communities -- using grant~ and loan guarantees. The 
potential payoff from these kinds of investments is enormous. One company, 
for example. has helped people move from "welfare-to-work" by connecting 
their community with the high-speed networks needed to support 
telecommuting. This solves omc of the biggest barriers associated \\ith 
\\el rare-to-work -- lack of childcare and transportation. 

7. $10 million to prepare ativc Americans for careers in information 
technology and other technical fie lds: The National cience Foundation 
will support efforts by tribal colleges to increase the number or Native 
Americans who are prepared to pursue careers in information technology and 
other technical fie lds.The ability to use technology is becoming 
increasingly imporlanl in the workplace, and jobs in the rapidly 
growing information technology sector pay almost 80 percent more than the 
average private sec1or wage. 

THE IMPORTA CE or BRIDGING THE DIGJTAL DIVlDE 

Access to computers and the Internet and the ability to effectively use 
this technology are becoming increasingly important for full participation 
in America?s economic, political and social life. People are using the 
Internet to find lower prices for goods and services, .,,, ork from home or 
start their own business, acquire new skills using distance learning, and 
make better in formed decisions about their healthcare needs. The ability 
to use technology is becoming increasingly important in the workplace, and 
jobs in the rapidly growing information technology sector pay almost 80 



percent more than the average private sector wage. 

Technology. used creatively, can also mal-.e a big difference in the way 
teachers teach and students learn. In some classrooms, teachers are using 
the Internet to keep up with the latest developments in their field, 
exchange lesson plans with their colleagues, and communicate more 
frequently with parents. Students are able to log on to the Library or 
Congress to download primary documents for a history paper, explore the 
universe with an Internet-connected telescope used by protessional 
astronomers, and engage in more active "learning by doing." ludents arc 
also creating powerful Internet-based learning resources that can be used 
by other students -- such as award-winning Web sites on endangered specie . 
the biology of sleep, human perception of sound, and an exploration of the 
Americanjudicial system. 

Access to computers and the Internet has e:-..ploded during the Clinton-Gore 
Administration. Unfortunately. there is strong evidence of a ?digital 
divide? - a gap between those individuals and communities that have access 
to these Information Age tools and those who don?t. In some instances, 
this divide is actually widening. A July 1999 report from the Department 
of Commerce. based on December 1998 Census Department data. revealed that: 

? Better educated Americans more likely to be connected. Between 1997 and 
1998. the technology divide between those at the highest and lowe t 
education levels increased 25%. In 1998, tho c with a college degree 
are more than eight times likel) to have a computer at home and nearly 
sixteen times as likely to have home Internet access as tho c with an 
elemental) school education. 
? The gap between high- and low-income Americans is increasing. In the 
last year, the divide bet\\ ccn those at the highest and lowest income 
levels grew 29%. Households with incomes of $75.000 or higher arc 
more than twenty times more likely to have access 10 the Internet than 
those at the lowest income leve ls. and mor~ than nine times as likely to 
have a computer at home. 
? Whites more likely to be connected than African-Americans or I lispanics. 
The digital divide is also persistent and growing along racial and ethnic 
lines. Whites arc more likely 10 have access to the Internet from 
home than African-Americans or I lispanics have from any location. 
African-American and Hispanic households arc roughly two-fifihs as li kely 
to have home Internet access as white households. The gaps 
between white and I lispanic households. and between white and 
African-American households, are now more than six percentage points 
larger than they were in 1994. Ho"ever. for incomes of $75,000 and higher, 
the divide between whites and African-Americans has narrowed 
considerably in the last year. 
? Rural areas less likel)' to be connected than urban users. Regardless of 
income level, those living in rural areas are lagging behind in computer 
ownership and Internet access. At some income levels. those in urban 
areas are 50% more likely to have Internet access than those earning the 
same income in rural areas. Low income households in rural area arc 
the least connected, with connectivity rates in the singles digits for 
both computers and J nternet access. 

In addition, data from the National Center for Education tatistics reveals 



a "digital divide" in our nation?s schools. As of the fall of 1998, 39 
percent of classrooms of poor . chools \\ere connected to the Internet. as 
compared to 62 percent for wealthier schools. 

A STRO G RECORD or- WORKING TO CLO, I~ Tl IE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have " orked hard to close the 
digital divide. and to help create opportunity for more Americans in the 
information Age. 

? President Clinton and Vice President Gore have set a national goal of 
ensuring that every chi ld is technologically literate. In addition to 
preparing children for the high-tech workplace of the 21st century. 
technology can help change the way teachers teach and students learn. 
Teachers can communicate more frequently with parents. keep up 
with the latest developments in their field, and exchange lesson plans 
with their colleagues. Students can conduct research using primary source 
material. learn the principles of genetics by breeding virtual fruit flies. 
and learn a tronomy by using a professional telescope located 3.000 miles 
from their classroom. 
? As a result of the Cli nton-Gore educational technology initiative: 
? The number of classrooms connected to the lnternct has increased from 3% 
in 1994 to 51% in 1998. 
? The number of schools connected to the lnternet has increased from 35% 
in 1994 to 89% in 1998. 
? The "e-rate", part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. is providing 
$2.25 billion in 20% - 90% discounts to connect schools and libraries to 
the Internet, with the deepest discounts going to the poorest schools 
that need it most. Thee-rate alone has provided Internet access for 
chi ldren in more than I million classrooms. 
? Our total investment in educational technology at the federal level 
(including thee-rate) has increased from $23 mill ion in 1993 to over $3 
bi llion today. 
? Grants supported by the Department of Education arc training 400.000 new 
teachers 10 use technology effoctivcly in the classroom. 

In addition, President Clinton and Vice-President Gore have worked to: 

? Expand access to technology for people with disabilities: President 
Clinton and Vice Pre ident Gore have been strong supporters of efforts to 
make technology more accessible for people with disabilities. 
Recent actions by the Federal Communications Commission" ill help ensure 
that telecommunications equipment, such as cellular phones, is 
designed to be accessible for people with disabilities. 
? Expand access to technology in under-served communities: In addition to 
the Community Technology Center program. HUD Sec. Andrew Cuomo has 
created approximately 500 Neighborhood Network learn ing centers that 
bring state of the art technology to publicly-assisted housing across 
America. I IUD's Neighborhood Networks are innovative private/public 
partnerships that establish computer-based multi-service centers to 
help people in publicly-assisted housing learn critical computer skills 
and prepare for 2 1 (superscript: st) century jobs. 
? Ensure that the Administration makes closing the Digital Divide a top 
priority. In December, 1999. President Clinton directed members 



of the Cabinet to take specific actions to address the digital divide: 
President Clinton is directing members of his Cabinet (Secretaries of 
Commerce. Education, I lea Ith and I luman Services, Housing and Urban 
Development. and Labor) to take specific steps to close the Digital 
Divide, including: 
? Continu ing to measure the nature and extent of the digital divide by 
examining the importance of income. education. race, gender, geography 
and age to Americans' access to Information Age tools; 
? Expanding the network of Community Technology Centers to provide nccess 
to technology for those American \\ho can't afford it: 
? Promoting applications of the Internet that will empower IO\\-incomc 
families. such as the ability to start their 0\\ 11 business: and 
? Upgrading the IT skills of workers in low-income communities. 

### 

Message ent 
To: _ ______________________ _ 

Lauren K. Gillespie/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Rebecca Hunter/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 

onya N. I lebert/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Lissa Muscatinc/ \VI 10/EOP@EOP 
Helen L. Langan/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Adrian E. Mi ller/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Taneesha J. Johnson/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Karen D. 'cott/WflO/EOP@EOP 
Susan R. Grecnberg/WHO/EOP@£0P 
Scan R. Dobson/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Daphne Z. Stavropoulos/Wl £0 /EOP@EOP 
Rebecca J. Salay/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
~llcn Mcllody/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Jennifer I. Hoelzcr/NSC/EOP@EOP 
Devanshu Patel/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Angela Blake/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Linda inoway/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
Kelley A. Van Auken/WHO/cOP@EOP 
Mara A. ilver/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Paul Bledsoe/WHCCTF/EOP@EOP 
Rachel A. Redington/WHO/EOP@EOP 
ean R. Dobson/OPD/EOP@EOP 

Justin L. Coteman/WHO/EOP@EOP 
tephanie A. Cutter/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 

Mariah . icber/OM B/EOP@EOP 
Cheryl T. Macias/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Omarosa 0 . Manigault/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Michael A. Harnmer/NSC/EOP@EOP 
Lindsay R. Drewel/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Anna Richtcr/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Katherine A. Eltrich/OMB/EOP@EOP 



Cathy R. Mays/OPD/EOP(@EOP 
pike@nlc.org 
Jennifer L. Dewitt/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Stephen N. Boyd/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Mark D. Magana/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Christine L. Anderson/WHO/COP@EOP 
Christine A. Stanek/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Anne M. Ed\\ards/WHO/EOP@EOP 
David E. Kalbaugh/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
G. Timothy aunders/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Laura D. ehwartz/WHO/EOPtgEOP 
Douglas 13. osnilJWl 10 /EOP@EOP 
Catherine T. Kitehcn/WIJO/EOP@EOP 
Dag Vcga/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Barbara D. Woolley/WI 10 /F.OP@:EOP 
Cynthia M. Jasso-RoLUnno/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Andrew J. Mayock/Wl 10 /EOP@EOP 
Megan C. Moloney/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Laura S. Marcus/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Thomas D. Janenda/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Leanne A. himabukuro/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Kim 8 . Widdess/Wl 10 /EOP@EOP 
Karen L. Barbuschak/OA/EOPl?tEOP 
Wayne C. Johnson/OA/EOP'?gEOP 
Margaret M. untum/\VI 10 /EOP@EOP 

atalic . Wo/niak/N C/EOP@EOP 
Wendy E. Gray/N C/EOP@EOP 
tevcn J. Naplan/N C/EOP@EOP 

Robert . Weincr/0 DCP/EOP@EOP 
John A. Gribben/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Elizabeth R. Newman/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Douglas J. Band/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Edwin R. Thomas 111/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Sherman A. Williams/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
William W. MeCathran/Wl 10 /EOP@EOP 
Julia M. Payne/WHO/EOP@t::OP 
Nicole R. Rabner/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
June hih/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Sarah . Knight/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Tracy F. isscr/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Woyneab M. Wondwossen/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Patrick E. Briggs/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Debra . Wood/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Daniel W. Burkhardt/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Maureen A. I ludson/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Lana Dickcy/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Lynn G. Cutlcr/WllO/EOP@EOP 
Elliot J. Diringer/CEQ/EOP@EOP 

anda Chitrc/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Melissa M. Murray/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Katharine Button/WHO/EOP@l'.:OP 
Eli G. Attic/OVP@OVP 
wh-outbox-d istr@pub.pub. wh itehouse.gov 
Pubs_Backup 



backup@wilson.ai.mit.edu 
can I'. Maloney/WHO/EOP@EOP 

Marsha Scott/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Linda Ricci/OMB/EOP@EOP 
Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Heather M. Riley/WI 10/EOPl@EOP 
McGavock 0 . Rccd/OMB/EOP@EOP 
Delia A. Cohen/WHO/EOP/a'EOP 
Maureen T. Shea/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
Peter Rundlct/WHO/EOP@EOP 
William C. 1 laymcs/ONEOP@EOP 
Jason H. Schechtcr/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Marty J. Hoffmann/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Dorinda A. Salcido/WI 10/EOP@IEOP 
arah E. Gegenhcimer/WHO/EOP~ EOP 

Thomas M. Rosshirt/OVP@OVP 
Minyon Moore/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
Charles M. Brain/WHO/EOP@.l:.OP 
Dario J. Gomez/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Carolyn T. Wu/WHO/EOP" EOJ> 
Deborah 8. Mohile/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Sondra L. Seba/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Tania I. Lopez/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Jena V. Roscoe/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Jonathan M. Young/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Jackson T. Dunn/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Robert B. Johnson/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Charles H. Cole/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Jennifer Ferguson/OMB/EOP@EOP 
Joshua . Gotlheimer/WHO/EOP(a EOP 
Carrie A. Street/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Paul D. Glastris/\VHO/EOP@EOf> 
Maria E. Soto/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Alejandro G. Cabrera/OVP@OVP 
Christopher K. Scully/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Karen Tramontano/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Toby C. Graff/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Matt Gobush/NSC/EOP@EOP 
Marty J. Hoffinann/WHO/EOP'@EOP 
Jeffrey M. Smith/OSTP/EOP@EOP 
Jeffrey L. Farrow/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Linda L. Moore/Wl 10/EOP@EOP 
Orson C. Porter/WHO/EOP@EOP 
r3ridget T. Leininger/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Craig Hughes/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Victoria L. Valentinc/WHO/EOP@EOP 

can P. O'Shea/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Abigail C. Smith/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Veronica DeLaGarza/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Richard L. Siewert/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Jenni fer H. Smith/WHO/EOP@EOP 

hannon M. Hinderliter/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Michael J. Sullivan/WHO/EOP@EOP 
James E. Kennedy/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 



JcfTrey I l. Oakman/WI 10/EQPl(t)l~OP 
Melissa 8 . Ratcliff/OVP@OVP 
Mark A. Kitchens/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Ann C. I lertclendy/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Deborah Akel/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Debra D. Alexander/WI 10/EOPla EOP 
Lindsey E. Huffi C/EOP@EOP 
David Vandivier/OMB/EOP@EOP 
Leslie Bcmstein/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Erica R. Morris/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Kathleen K. Ahn/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Ruby hamir/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Wi lliam Hadley/0/\/EOP@EOP 
Melissa J. Prober/WHO/EOP@EOP 
David Vandivicr/OM13/EOP@EOP 
Dawn M. Chirwa/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
ctti D. Warren/Wl 10 /EOP@EOP 

Michele Ballantyne/WI 10/EOPtg tOP 
Julia/\. DiGangi/WHO/EOP~ EOP 
Laura Efurd/WHO/EOP@EOP 
John H. Corcoran 111/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Courtney C. Crouch/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
Renee agiv/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Patrick M. Dorton/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Edward W. Correia/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Karen C. Burchard/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Denver R. Peacock/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Jenni R. Engebrctsen/WHO/EOP(?i> EOP 
Brian A. Reich/OVP(@OVP 
I lildy Kuryk/Wl 10 /EOP@EOP 

haron H. Yuan/OPD/E.OP@EOP 
Michael K. Gehrke/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
Mark J. Bernstein/Wl 10/EOP@EOP 
Daniel E. O'Brien/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Lisel Loy/WI 10 /1::.0P@EOP 
Irma L. Martinez/WHO/EOP@EOP Anne W. Bovaird/WHO/EOP(@EOP 
Eric P. Liu/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Charles J. Payson/Wl 10 /EOP@EOP 
Fern Mcchlowitz/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Michele Ballantyne/ WHO/EOP@EOP 
Adrienne K. Elrod/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
Jane T. chaffner/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Terry Edmonds/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Kristina Wolfc/OVP@OVP 
Matthew T. Schneider/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
James R. Fallin/N C/EOP@EOP 
Lisa Ferdinando/WHO/EOP@EOP 

icole L. Davison/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Kymberly M. Escobar/CEQ/EOP@EOP 
Alberto 0. Feraren/OA/EOP@EOP 
Bobby D. Conner/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Beth Nolan/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Ann O'Lcary/OPD/EOP@EOP 

hivaun A. Cooney/WI 10 /EOP t EOP 



Rochester M. Johnson/WHO/EOP@)EOP 
Lisa Zweig/OMA/EOP@EOP 
Samir /\.fridi/WI I0 /EOP@l-:OP 
Jenni fer M. Palmieri/WI I0 /EOP@i:'.OP 
Bridger E. McGaw/OYP@OYP 
Ann O'Leary/OPD/EOP@EOP 
0rian S. Mason/Wl 10 /EOP@EOP 
Jason E. Hartke/WI 10 /EOPtgEOP 
Rochelle G. Thompson/WI 10 /EOP@EOP 
Brian A. Barrcto/WHO/EOP@EOP 
George E. Lewis/OA/EOP@EOP 
Kristina Wolfe/OYP@'OVP 
Maria L. Halcy/WHO/EOPta'EOP 
Phu D. Huynh/WIIO/EOPl@.EOP 
Aaron DcCamp/WI 10/EOP@EOP 
Emily Karchcr/WHO/l-.OP@EOP 
John/\. . Wertman/Wl lO/EOP0'EOP 
Joshua J. Ackil/WHO/EOPl@EOP 



ARMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTlAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREA TOR: "Tommy E. Thomas" <rommyThomas@compuserve.com> ( "Tommy E. Thomas" 
<TommyThornas@compuserve.com> [ UNKNOWN J) 

CREATlON DATEf flME: 2-FEB-2000 22:18:59.00 

SUBJECT: Digital Divide: AOL and CompuServe accessibility 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU=WHO/O=COP [WHO]) 
READ:UNKNO\1/N 

TEXT: 
Jonathan: 

A major bone of contention within the "blind community" has been a lawsuit 
involving the National Federation of the blind (NFB) and America On Linc 
(AOL). The actual suit is being conducted in the Boston courts. l imagine 
you have the resources to investigate further, if you wish. 

Otherwise, here are a couple of web sites that may give you more 
information: 

http://www.ntb.org 

and 

http://ww..,,v.acb.org 

I hope this information proves useful to you. 

Tommy E. Thomas lCQ: 43653976 <TommyThomas@compuserve.com> 



ARMS Emai l ystem 
RECORD TYPE: PRE IDENTIAL (NOTE MAIL) 

CREATOR: Jason H. Schechter ( CN- Jason 11. Schcchtcr/OU=Wl 1O/O=EOP [ WI 10 I ) 

CREATION 0/\ Tr'.frlME: 2-FEB-2000 I 0: 16:59.00 

SUBJECT: did you do q&a for gene on digital divide? can i get a copy? thanks 

TO: Patrick M. Dorton ( C =Patrick M. Donon/OU=OPD/O- EOP@EOP [ OPD ] ) 
READ: K 'OW 

TEXT: 



ARM Email ' ) stem 
RECORDTYPL:.: PRE IDE TlAL (NO'I E. MAIL) 

CREATOR: Victoria L. Valentine ( CN=Victoria L. Valcntine/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WllO I) 

CREATION DA TE!rl ME: 2-FEB-2000 I l : 13:08.00 

UBJECT: TODAY: digital divide conf call 

WEC3MA TERtgaawc.com ( WEBMA TER(@aawc.com I@ incl ( OA]) (OA) 
READ:U KNOW 

tcd@afrocentricnews.net ( ted@afrocentricncws.net @ inet [ N C I ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

afronct@afroncl.com ( afronet@afronet.com @ inet l U K OWN ] ) 
READ:UNK OWN 

bcoopcr@corp.blad.voicc.com ( bcooper@corp.blackvoicc.com 1g1 incl I U KNOW I J) 
READ:UNKNO\ 

donrojas@tbwt.com ( donrojas@tbwt.com @ inct I UNK OWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

\\hj@melnct.com ( whj@melnet.com @ inct [ U 1K OW 1 ] ) 

READ:U K OW 

astcn@netnoir.com ( asten@nctnoir.com @ incl l U K 0\\ ) ) 
READ:UNKNOW 

rcyncw@aol.com ( reyncw@aol.com @ inet l UNKNOWN l) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

dsmith@politicallyblack.com ( dsmith@politicallyblack.com @ incl I OA ] ) 
READ:UNK 0\ 1 

badubose@aol.com ( badubose@aol.com @ inet I UNK OWN]) 
READ:UNK OWN 

informcr@usbol.com ( informer@usbol.com @ incl I UNKNOW ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
CO FERE CE CALLO PRESIDENT CLI TO ' DIGITAL DIVIDE A OUNCEMENT 

GREG ROllDE, U .. Commerce Department. Assistant Secretary for 
Communications and In formation 
will be on the call to give details and take your questions on the 
President's 200 I Budget initiative announcement to address bridging the 
digital divide. 

Date: Today. Wednesday. February 2, 2000 



Time: 2:00 pm EST 

Jf you (or an appropriate editor or reporter from your media outlet or 
.com) would like to participate in this conference call please contact me 
as soon as possible al 202-456-7284 and I wi II give you the call phone 
number and information. (You should have already received press paper on 
this announcement in a previous emai l. 1 f you did not I would be happy to 
forward.) 

Thanks 



ARMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Thomas A. Kalil ( CN=Thomas A. Kalil/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD I) 

CREA TTON DATE/TIM£: 3-FEB-2000 15:09:27.00 

SUBJECT: Digital divide 

TO: Joel K. Wiginton ( CN=Joel K. Wiginton/OU=WHO/O=EOP@EOP [WHO]) 
REA D:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Final paper - yes happy to meet with Biden's folks 
altough we really need support on 

Approps • Labor, HHS and CJ S 
Senate Finance (for the tax piece) 

======== ATTACHMENT 1 ======== 
A TI CREATION TIME/DA TE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
Unable to convert ARMS_EXT:[ATTACH.D55)ARMS284305146.046 to ASCU, 
The following is a HEX DUMP: 

END ATTACHMENT 1 ======== 
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THE CLINTON-GORE ADMlNlSTRATlON: 
FROM DIGITAL DIVIDE TO DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 

February 2, 2000 

Today, President Clinton will unveil a comprehensive proposal to help bridge the Digital Divide and to help create 
digital opportunity for all Americans. This issue has also been a top priority for Vice President Gore, who has 
worked to bridge the Digital Divide by ensuring that all of our children have access to educational technology. 
Access to computers and the Internet and the ability to effectively use this technology are becoming increasingly 
important for full participation in America's economic, political and social life. Unfonunately, UJ1cqual access to 
technology and high-tech skil ls by income. educational level. race, and geography could deepen and reinforce the 
di visions that exist within American society. President Clinton believes that we must make access to computers 
and the Internet as universal as the telephone is roday - in our schools. libraries, communities. and homes. 

To make the most of these new opportunities. the President believes \\e must: 

• Broaden acccs ro technologies such as computers. the Internet. and high-speed networks; 
• Provide people the killed teachers and the training they need to master the information economy; 
• Promote Online content and applications that will help empower all Americans to use ne" technologies ro 

their fu llest potential. 

President Clinton will announce specific proposals in his FY200 I budget 10 help accomplish these goals and help 
create digital opportunity for more Americans -- including $2 billion in ta., incentives to encourage private sector 
activities such as computer donations. and $380 mill ion in new and e:\pande<l initiatives to serve as a catalyst for 
public-private panncrships. 

I. S2 billion over IO ye:1rs in tax i11ccntives to encourage private cctor donation of computers, 
sponsorship of comm unity technology centers, and lcchoology training for workers. 

2. 150 million to help train all ne,, teachers entering the '"orkfo rce to u e technolog) effecti\•cly. 

3. 100 million to create 1,000 ommunit) Technology Centers in low-income urban and rural 
neighborhoods. 

4. S50 million fo r a publid private partnership to expand home acces to computers and the Internet 
fo r IO\\-income familie . 

S. 45 million to promote innovative applications of information and communication technology fo r 
under- erved communitie . 

6. 25 million to accelerate private ector deployment of broadband networks in under- erved 
urban and rural communities. 

7. 10 million to prepare ative Americans for careers in Information Technology and other 
technical fields. 

To Help Mobilize Public/PrivatePartnership To Clo e the Digital Divide, President Clinton Will Lead A 
ew Market Trip This April: Closing the Digital Di vide requires creative panncrships between industry, non­

profi t organizations and government. That's why President Cli nton will lead a cw Markets trip this April 
designed to mobilize a significant private and public effort 10 close the digital divide. This trip. which will include 
leading high-tech CEOs, will highlight communities that arc using informat ion technology to enhance our 
children's education, expand access to life-long learning. and create economic growth and high-tech. high-wage 
jobs. 
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T HE CLINTON-GORE AGENDA FOR 
CREAT ING DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 

Private sector competition and rapid technological progress ar~ pcmerful forces for bridging the digital divide and 
for making lnfonnation Age tools available for more and more Americans. rhc infonnation technology industry is 
able to double the amount of computing power available at a given price every 12-18 months, and is now selling 
low-cost compu1ers and " infonnation appliances"' such as ::.pecialized Internet access devices. Some companies 
are even offering free. advertiser-supported Internet access. B) \\Orking ,\ith the private sector and community­
based organi1.ations. the Administration can accelera1c the trend of expanded acce~. 

But access to technology is only the lirsl step. We also need to give more people 1he skills they need to use 
1echnology. promote content and applications of technology that "ill help empo\\er under-served communities, and 
ensure that our teachers can use 1echnology effectively in tht: classroom. Below is a brief description of the 
initiatives that President Clinton and Vice President Gore are proposing 10 help accomplish these goals: 

I. 2 billion over IO years in tax incentives to encourage private sector donation of computers, ponsorship 
of community technology centers, and technology trnining for workers: President Clinton's budget 
includes $2 billion in tax incentives lo encourage companies to donate computers to schools. libraries and 
community technology centers. to sponsor schools, libraries. and community technology centers in designated 
Empowerment Zones, and to provide basic cornpu1cr training. worl-place literacy, or 01her basic education for 
their employees. 
• Encouraging companies to dona te computers. The President proposes to extend and expand an 

enhanced tax deduction to provide companies with an incentive to donate computers to schools, libraries 
and computer technology centers. This enhanced deduction allows companies to deduct more than the cost 
or their donation. Under current law, this enhanced deduction applies to donations of computers to schools 
only and expires aflcr the year 2000. The President's proposal would ex1end this provision through June 
30. 2004 and would expand it to donations to public libraries or community technology centers in 
Empowerment Zones. Enterprise Communities. and high-poverty areas. 

• Promoting corporate . ponsorship of schools, libraries and communi ty technology centers. The 
President proposes tax relief to encourage companies to sponsor schools and community 1echnology centers 
in Empowennent Zones and Enterprise Communities and targe1cd low-i ncome areas. The President's 
proposal would allocate credits for $16 million in corporate sponsot":>hip to each of the 31 existing 
Empowerment Zones and 10 proposed new Empowcm1cnt Zones and $4 million in corporate sponsorship 
for each of the more than 80 Enterprise Communities. In total. the President's proposal would help support 
up to nearl) SI billion in annual sponsorships to help improve schools and community technology centers. 

• upporting technology trnining for workers. The President's proposal ,,ould provide targeted ta, relief 
to encourage companies to provide basic computer training. \\Orkplace litcraC). or other basic education for 
employees that lack the basic slills to succeed in the modem \\Orkplace. Companies would be allov.ed to 
take a 20 percent ta., credit for up to S5.250 in annual e,pcnses per employee. Eligible employees 
generally would not have received a high school degree or its equivalent. 

2. 150 million to help train all new teachers entering the n orkforce use technology effectively in the 
cla room: Under the leadership of President Clinton and Vice President Gore. the United States has made 
enonnous progress in connecting schools to the Internet. and increasing the number of modem computers in the 
classroom. However, access to computers and the Internet will not help students achieve high academic 
standards unless teachers are as comfortable with a computer as they arc with a chalkboard. Presiden1 Clinton's 
budget calls for S 150 million in Depanmcnt of Education grants -- double the last year's invcsrment of $75 
mi llion -- to ensure that all new teachers entering the workforce are technologically litcra1e and can integrate 
technology into the curriculum. The need for this investment is clear. According to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, only 20 percent of teachers report that they are."vcry well prepared'' to integrate 
technology into classroom. And over the next IO years. K-12 schools will need to hire 2 million new teachers 
to fill the vacancies left by retiring teachers and to accommodate increasing student populations. 



Automated Records Management System 
I lex-Dump Conversion 

3. 100 million to create up to 1,000 Community Technology Centers in low-income urban and rural 
communitie : The President's budget more than triples the Department of Education's support for Community 
Technology Centers - from $32.5 million in FY2000 to S I 00 million in FY'.!00 I. This initiative. championed by 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters was initially funded at $10 million in fi scal year 1999. The goal of the 
initiative is to help close the '•digital divide .. by providing computers and Information Age tools to children and 
adults that are not able to afford them at home. These community technology centers wi ll help empower 
hundreds of thousands of low-income children and adults in a variety or ways. Children will he able to 
improve their performance in school by having access to high-quality educational software after school and 
prepare for the high-tech workplace of the 21st century by getting ccrti lied with an information technology 
skill. Adults will be able to use computers and the Internet to take a sclf-~ced adult literacy course; get access 
to America's Job Bank to sec what jobs are available: learn to rypc up a resumt: and cover lcncr using \\Ord 
processing software; learn to start up their own ··micro-enterprise" or Web-based business. or acquire ne\\ 
training. A study sponsored b) the ational Science roundation confirms that Community Technology Centers 
arc helping to bridge the digital divide. Of the userc; surveyed: 62 percent had income of less than S15.000: 65 
percenc took computer classes 10 improve their job skills; and 41 percent got homework help or tutoring at the 
center. 

4. 50 million for a public/ private partnership to expand home access to eompu1ers and the Internet for 
low-income families: The President's budget includes a ne\\ $50 million Department of Commerce pilot 
program to expand access to computers and the Internet for lo\\-income familic:.. and to give these families the 
sk_ills they need to use these ne\, Information Age tool:. effectively. lliis new program ,.,. ill provide 
competitive grants to public-private partnerships at the local level. Potential partners might include: local 
school districts seeking to expand parental involvement in education; high-tech companies\\ illing to provide 
discounts on computers and access; libraries offering training on "information literac) "; emplo;ers seeking to 
upgrade the skills of their workforce using distance learning. and government agencies at all levels seeking to 
save taxpayer dollars through the electronic delivery of government services. The Administration will continue 
to work ,,ith the private sector and non-profit organizati,on!> on the most effective way to design this program. 

5. .JS million to promote innovative application of information technology for under- en ·cd communities: 
President Clinton's budget will increase the investment in the Department ofCommerce·s highly-successful 
Technology Opportunities Program (TOP) to $45 million -- triple the current level of $15 million. This 
program encourages innovative applications of information technology that help cmp0\\er low-income 
communities - public health information systems that raise childhood immunization rates in inner-cities, tele­
mentoring for at-risk youth. and electronic networks that strengthen local communities by fostering 
communication and collaboration. 

6. 25 million to accelerate private sector deployment of high-speed networks in under-sen•ed urban and 
rural communities: High-speed Internet access is becoming as important to the economic vitality ofa 
community as roads and bridges are today. The President will propose a new $25 million program at the 
Department of Commerce and the Depanment of Agricllhurc 10 accelerate private sector deployment of 
broadband networks in under-served urban and rural communities - using grants and loan guarantees. The 
potential payoff from these kinds of investments is enormous. One company. for example. has helped people 
move from "welfare-to-work" by connecting their community \\ith the high-speed networks needed to support 
telecommuting. This solves some of the biggest barriers ac;sociated with welfare-to-work - lack of childcare 
and transponation. 

7. 10 million to prepare ativc America n for careers in information technology and other technical 
fields: The ational Science Foundation will support efforts by tribal colleges to increase the number of 
Native Americans who are prepared to pursue careers in information technology and other technical fields. 
The ability to use technology is becoming increasing!} irnponant in the \\Orkplace, and jobs in the rapidly 
growing information technology sector pay almost 80 percent more than the average private sector wage. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF llRIOGJ G TUE DlGlTAL DIVIOf: 

Access to computers and the Internet and the ability to effectively use this technology art: becoming increasingly 
importam for full panicipation in America's economic. political and social life. People arc using the Internet to 
fi nd lower prices for goods and services. work from home or start their own business, acquire new skills using 
distance learning, and make bener infonned decisions about their healthcare needs. The ability to use technology is 
becoming increasingly important in the \\Orkplacc. and jobs in the rapidly growing infonnation technology sector 
pay almost 80 percent more than the average private sector wage. 

1 echnology, used creatively, can also make a big difference in the way teachers teach and students learn. In some 
classrooms. teachers arc using the Internet to keep up" ith the latest developments in their field. exchange lesson 
plans with their colleagues, and communicate more frequently with parents. Students arc able to log on to the 
Library of Congress to download primary documents for a history paper. explore the universe with an Internet­
connected telescope used by professional astronomers, and engage in more active .. ,earning by doing.- Students 
arc also creating powerful Internet-based learning resources that can be used by other students - such as award­
winning Web sites on endangered species. the biology of sleep, human perception of sound, and an exploration of 
the American judicial system. 

Access to computers and the Internet has exploded during the Clinton-Gore Administration. Unfortunate ly. there is 
strong evidence of a '·digital divide" - a gap between those individuals and communities that have access to these 
Information Age tools and those who don ·1. In some instances. this divide is actually widening. A July 1999 report 
from the Department of Commerce, based on December 1998 Census Department data. revealed that: 

• Better educated American more likely to be connected. Between 1997 and 1998. the technology divide 
between those at the highest and lowest education levels increased 25°0. In 1998. those "'ith a college degree 
are more than eigh1 times likely to have a computer at home and nearly sixteen times as likely to have home 
Internet access as those with an elementary school education. 

• The gap between high- and low-income Americans i increa ing. In the last year. the divide between those 
at the highest and lowest income levels grew 29%. Households with incomes of S75,000 or higher arc more 
than twenty times more likely to have access to the Internet than those at the lowest income levels. and more 
than nine times as likely to have a computer at home. 

• Whites more likely to be connected than African-Americans or Hi panics. The digital divide is also 
persistent and growing along racial and ethnic lines. Whites are more likely to have access to the Internet from 
home than African-Americans or Hispanics have from any location. African-American and Hispanic 
households are roughly two-fifths as likely to have home Internet access as white households. The gaps 
between white and Hispanic households, and between white and African-American households. are now more 
than six percentage points larger than they were in 1994. However, for incomes of$75,000 and higher, the 
divide between whites and African-Americans has narrowed considerably in the last year. 

• Rural areas less likely to be connected than urban u er . Regardless of income level. those living in rural 
areas are lagging behind in computer ownership and Internet access. At some income levels. those in urban 
areas are 50% more likely to have Internet access than those earning the same income in rural areas. Lo'" 
income households in rural areas are the least connected. with connectivity rates in the singles digits for both 
computers and Internet access. 

In addition, data from the National Center for Education Statistics reveals a "digital divide'' in our nation' s schools. 
As of the fall of 1998, 39 percent of classrooms of poor schools were connected to the Internet. as compared to 62 
percent for wealthier schools. 
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A .. TRO G RECORD OF WORKI, G TO LO. F, T IJF: OIGJT L DI IOE 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have worked hard to close the digital divide. and to help create 
opponunity for more Americans in the Information Age. 

• President Clinton and Vice President Gore have set a national goal of en uring that every child i 
technologically literate. In addition to preparing children for the high-tech workplace of the 2 151 century. 
technology can help change the way teachers teach and students learn. Teacher.; can communicate more 
frequently with parents. keep up with the latest developments in their field, and exchange lesson plans with 
their colleagues. tudents can conduct research using primary source material. learn the principles of 
genetics by breeding vinual fruit mes. and learn astronomy b) using a professional telescope located 3.000 
miles from their classroom. 

• As .l re ult of the Clinton-Gore cduc.itional technology initi.ttivc: 

• The number of classrooms connected to the Internet has increased from 3% in 1994 to 51% in 1998. 

• The number of schools connected to the Internet has increased from 35% in 1994 to 89% in 1998. 

• The "c-rate", part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, is providing $2.25 bi II ion in 20% - 90% 
discount,; to connect schools and libraries to the Internet. with the deepest discounts going to the 
poorest schools that need it most. Thee-rate alone has provided Internet access for children in more 
than I million classrooms. 

• Our total investment in educational technology at the federal level (including thee-rate) has increased 
from $23 million in 1993 to over $3 billion to<la) . 

• Grants supponed by the Department of Education arc training 400,000 new teachers to use technology 
effectively in the classroom. 

lo addition, President Clinton and Vice-President Gore ha\'e ,~orked to: 

• Expand access to technology for people wilh di abililies: President Clinton and Vice President Gore have 
been strong supponers of cffons to make technology more accessible for people with disabilities. Recent 
actions by the r-ederal Communications Commission will help ensure lhat telecommunications equipment, such 
as cellular phones, is designed to be accessible for people with disabilities. 

• Expand access to technology in under-served communities: In addition to the Community Technolog) 
Center program, HUD Sec. Andrew Cuomo has created approximately 500 Neighborhood Network learning 
centers that bring state of the art technology to publicly-assisted housing across America. l lUD's Neighborhood 
Netv,orks are innovative private/public partnerships that establish computer-based multi-service ccmers to help 
people in publicly-assisted housing learn critical computer skills and prepare for 21st century jobs. 

• Ensure thal the Ad mini tration makes clo ing the Digital Divide a top priority. In December. 1999, 
President Clinton directed members of the Cabinet to take specific actions to address the digital divide: 
President Clinton is directing members of his Cabinet (Secretaries of Commerce, Educa1ion, Health and Human 
Services, Housing and Urban Development, and Labor) to take specific steps to close the Digital Divide. 
including: 
• Continuing to measure the nature and extent of the digital divide by examining the importance of income, 

education, race, gender, geography and age to Americans' access to lnfonnation Age tools; 
• Expanding the network of Community Technology Centers to provide access to technology for those 

American who can't afford it; 
• Promoting applications of the Internet that will empower low-income families, such as the ability to start 

their own business; and 
• Upgrading the IT skills of workers in low-income communities. 
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Wired News 

Up-Close 'Digital Divide' Q&A 
by Declan McCullagh 

2: 10 p.m. 2.Feb.2000 P T 
Wired cws caught up with Commerce 
Sccretar) William Daley on the phone 
after he spoke at the Ralph Bunche 
school in Harlem. The event was designed 
to highlight the Clinton administration's 
efforts to close the "digital divide," which 
the president also spoke about in 
Washington on Wednesday. The proposal. 
part of Clinton's propo ed budget. 
includes $380 million in new federal 
programs and $2 billion in tax incentives 
to prompt corporations to donate 
computers and to train workers. 

Clinton Tackles 'Digital Divide' 



Learn more in Making 1he Grade 
Read more Politics -- from Wired News 

Wired ews: What was the initial 
reaction to the announcement? 

William Daley: We did an event today. 
It was the first of our 12 digital tour 
events that we will do that came out of 
our summit that we did in the fall of 1999 
[designed] to highlight the digital divide 
and the need to address it. We did it at 
the [Ralph Bunche school I in Harlem and 
had a whole bunch of private and public 
sector people there .... Everyone was 
every excited about it for two reasons. 
One. they know these schools in the very 
urban and very rural areas need help. 
Two. they know these kids have to 
master these technologies to be 
competiti ve. 

\\ : One chart in your 1999 Falling 
Through the et report said from 1994 to 
J 998 computer ownership by whites 
increased 72 percent and owner hip by 
blacks increased 125 percent. ls there 
really that big of a divide? 

Daley: The one thing that was shown [is 
that] the gap is getting wider between 
black and white, rural and urban .... 1 
don't have the chart you have in front of 
me but overall if you look at the 
statistics, in the '97 report if you look at 
white Americans in 1997, 21 percent were 
connected. In 1998, 28 percent were 
connected . ... The gap in usage of the 
Internet is still not only substantially 
wide. but you sec a substantial jump in 
whites, but not among blacks. There's no 
question that more people are using the 
Internet, but the fact is that more people 
who have access to it -- if you like, at 
white households or African American 
households, it's pretty substantially 
different. 

WN: U.S. companies must spend tens of 
billions a year on remedial training. Is $2 
billion over IO years -- $200 million a year 
-- really going to make a difference? 



Daley: I think it ma). We hope it does. 
We hope [companies will! train people to 
do the jobs of the future. Sure. 
companies spend lots of money on 
di fferent training programs, but here 
we're talking about training for new 
technologies and new computers .... If 
you're able to get a job in these sectors, 
you can make a better salary. 

\V : Will the computers to be given to 
schools and libraries be equipped \.\.ith 
blocking or filtering sofh, are? 

Dale): That's a decision that ends up 
being made at the local level. I don't 
know what their pol icy would be but I'd 
imagine there would be something. 

: Companie~ currently are offering free 
PC and Internet services, as long as you 
don't mind some ads. Isn't the market 
doing the right thing ,, ithout prompting 
from the federal government? 

Daley: The government is not trying to 
solve this problem alone. I believe the 
marketplace is going to make a major 
move to solve this problem. What we're 
trying to do is stimulate a tremendous 
awareness -- that if this isn't solved. if 
people are not tra incd, if you have a 
large bulk of the American workforce 
[offiine], that would be a negative. 
Another gap in our citizenry is not good 
for our civil society, for our country. 

WN: Why don't the feds just buy 
computers for the most needy? 

Daley: h's obvious that it's not just 
having a computer. You have to have 
people who are trained on it, you need an 
education system. you need [to handle] 
retraining. o it isn't just giving them a 
computer and saying now you're OK. go 
to \\Ork. 

WN: Have you heard from the Republican 
leadership regarding their support for this 
part of the president's budget? 

Daley: My sense is that the Republican 
leadership and Republican members 



understand that government ha to ,,ork 
with the private sector. I find very few 
people ,\ ho dismiss the whole notion .... 
h's pretty obvious that the greater use 
of these technologies, the greater 
efficient our country will be .... l'd be very 
surprised if there were not a pretty broad 
level of support on the issues. 

WN: Vice President Gore has made wiring 
schools a campaign theme. What about 
the politics of this plan -- won't people 
think it's simply designed to give a boost 
to Gore? 

Daley: I don't think there's any question 
that the vice pre ident has been in the 
forefront of technology and these new 
technologies and the Internet.. .. The fac t 
is the budget is put out every year at the 
beginning of February .... The president 
has been very involved in this issue. The 
fact is that anything that happens this 
year, people wil l interpret as political. 

WN: What else needs to be done? 

Daley: There need to be a drive by the 
community to address this at that level. 
It won't be solved by Washinglon. We 
can put a few things in the budget.... 
[But the solution lies I with hundreds of 
thousands of volunteers that ,,ork in 
schools along with donation of equipment 
and teacher training. The marketplace. 1 
believe. will eventually solve this. 

CNN All Politics 

President Clinton announces initiative to 'help 
bridge the digital divide' 

Febniary 2, 2000 

Web posted at: 2:23 p.m. E T ( 1923 GMT) 

W ASHl GTON (CN 1) -- President Bill 
Clinton announced a $2 billion proposal 
Wednesday that" ould increase access to 
computers and the Internet in low-income 
neighborhoods, bridging what he has frequently 
caJled the "digital divide." 

"It would be tragic if this instrument that has 



done more to break do,\ n barriers between 
people than anything in all human history built a 
ne,, wall because not everybody had access to 
it." he said of the Internet. 

Clinton 
spent the 
morning 
touring a 
computer 
lab at 
Ballou I ligh 
School in 
southeast 
Washington. 
D.C.. 
accompanied by members of Congress, 
Washington Mayor Anthony Williams and 
America Online Chairman Steve Case. among 
others. The president cautioned the group that 
the failure to increase access to the World 
Wide Web would "widen inequality in our 
society." 

"Our big goal." Clinton said during his speech 
at the school, "should be to make connection 
to the Internet as common as connection to 
telephones is today." 

Clinton had previously set a goal of helping 
every American get connected to the Internet 
-- not just classrooms and libraries. "We 
should start by making sure that every 
community has a technology center that serves 
not just young people. but adults as well." he 
said. 

To achieve that goal. the Clinton 
Administration has been working with the 
technology industry, private foundations, 
nonprofit organizations and civil rights groups 
to increase Internet accessibility. 

The proposal unvei led Wednesday. to be 
included in the president's Fiscal Year 200 I 
budget request, includes $2 billion over I 0 
years in tax incentives to encourage businesses 
to donate computers and sponsor technology 
training for workers. It also includes: 
$150 million for teacher technology training; 
$100 million to establish 1,000 Community 

Technology Centers in low-income urban and 
rural neighborhoods; and, 
$50 million to expand home access to 



computers and the Internet for IO\\-income 
fam ilies. 

"Now at a time when our country has the 
longest economic expansion in history." Clinton 
said, "we must close the digital divide." 

A Ju ly 1999 Commerce Department report 
found that African American and I lispanie 
households are 60 percent less lil,.ely to have 
Internet access as \\ hite fam ilies. Additionally, 
urban-area households with incomes of at least 
$75,000 are more than 20 times as likely to 
have Internet access as households with lower 
income levels. 

"Everybody ought to have access to a 
computer. everybody ought to have access to 
the Internet, everybody ought to know how to 
u e it. and then we ought to make sure 
everybody can get the maximum use out of it." 
Clinton said of his proposal. 

The president recounted ho"" in 199-t, when 
the discounted Internet service provided Lo 
schools and libraries kno\,\, n as E-Rate began, 
only 3 percent of America's schools had 
Internet access. "But now, 90 percent of the 
schools in the United States today have at least 
one Internet connection,'' the presidem said. 
"That's a big step forward and I'm proud of 
that." 

By the end of this year, he said, he aims to 
en ure that figure is up to I 00 percent. 

"Imagine what it will be like when every single 
child in this country can j ust stretch across a 
keybonrd and pull up every book ever 
written," he said. "That's the fu ture we're trying 
to build." 

c\! sbytcs 

Clinton Proposes weeping Digital Divide 

By David McGuire. ewsbytes 
WA HI GTON, DC, U.S.A., 
02 Feb 2000, 4:41 PM CST 

In a bid to bridge the so-called "digital divide" 
between information 

Program 

technology haves and have-nots, President Clinton today 



proposed 
2 billion in ta., incentives and $380 mill ion in new 

programs aimed at 
providing computers. Internet connections and technical 

training to 
underprivileged Americans. 

The administration aims to "speed up by IO years or even 
five years the 

lime by which every American student (and) worker is 
technologically 

literate," at ional Economic Advisor Gene Sperling said 
at a White 

House press conference today. 

Perhaps the most ubstantial element of the Clinton 
proposal is the $2 

billion tax incentive package. which is aimed al 
encouraging corporations 

to donate equi pment and funds to schools. libraries and 
community 

technology centers. 

Under the propo cd package, corporations would also be 
able top take a 

20 percent tax credit for costs incurred from technical 
training. 

In terms of new programs. the Clinton proposal calls for 
$1 50 million to 

help train teachers to use technology and $100 mi llion 
to create 1,000 

community technology center · in low-income areas. 

Clinton also hopes to earmark $50 million for u e in a 
public private 

partnership with technology companies. Working with a 
handful of as yet 

unnamed high-tech finns, the Administration would u c 
the partnership to 

expand home Internet access for low-income families, 
Sperling said. 

The Administration has been in contact with a number of 
companies and 

pcrling said they anticipate raising another $50 
million in private funds 

to go along with the money provided in the proposal. 

Other aspects of the proposal include initiatives to 
spur the deployment 

of high-speed networks (through cable, digital 
subscriber lines and other 

means) to under-served urban and rural communities and 



an initiative 
aimed at providing techn ical education to alive 

Americans. 

Concern about the digital divide came out of a Commerce 
Department 

report. released last year called "f all ing ·1 hrough the 
Net: A Report on 

the Telecommunications and In formation Technology Gap in 
America." 

published by the US Commerct: Department's National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) 

last year. 

The "Falling Through the ct" report indicated that, 
despite the 

exponential gro\,1h of the Internet and plummeting 
computer prices. the 

gaps bel\,ccn technology haves and have-nots have 
actually widened 

along rac ial and economic lines in recent years. 

While high-income and middle-income white families are 
getting 

connected on line seemingly en massc, African-American 
families were 

only two- fifths as likely as white fam il ies to have 
Internet access in 

1998, according to the report. The technology gap 
between white 

households and African American households is 6 percent 
larger today 

than it was in 1997. the report found. 

Reported by Newsbytcs.com, http://www.newsbytes.com . 

USA Today .com 

Clinton wants to close digital divide 

\VAS! IINGTON - Looking ahead lo a day when all Americans 
arc 

connected to the Internet, President Clinton Wednesday 
proposed a $2 

bil lion plan to help low-income fami lies gain access to 
computers and the 

World Wide Web. 

Clinton toured a computer lab at Ballou High School and 
then cautioned a 

group of students, educators and high-tech executives 
that fai lure to bridge 

the "digital divide" between the rich and the poor 



could "widen inequality in 
our society." 

"It would be tragic if this instrument that has done 
more to break down 

barriers between people than anyth ing in all human 
history built a new wa ll 

because not everybody had access to it." he said. 

Clinton's plan calls for $2 bi llion in La>. incenti ves 
over IO years. as ,, el I as 

$380 million in expanded federal grants. to encourage 
the private sector to 

donate computer , sponsor communit) technology centers 
and train 

workers. 

"Our big goal," Clinton said. "should be to make 
connection to the lnternet 

as common as connection to telephones is today." 

Late last) ear. Clinton set a goal of connecting all 
Americans to the Internet, 

not just classrooms and libraries. "We should start by 
making sure that 

every community has a technology center that serves not 
just young people, 

but adults as well," he said today. 

The president also said he will lead a group of 
high-tech executives on a trip 

to impoverished areas in April as part of his "new 
markets" initiative to 

direct investment to areas that haven't shared in the 
nation's good economic 

times. 

''Now at a time when our country ha the longest 
economic expansion in 

history," Clinton said. "we must close the digital 
divide." 

The package included a request for $10 million to 
prepare American Indians 

for careers in information technology and other 
technical fields. Members of 

the Oglala ioux nation beseeched Clinton to boost job 
prospects in their 

community during a stop at outh Dakota's Pine Ridge 
Reservation on his 

first new-markets tour last year. 

A Commerce Department report in July found that black 
and Hispanic 



households are only 40° o as lik.el} to ha\-e Internet 
access as "hite families. 

And households ,, iLh incomes of 75.000 and abO\ e in 
urban areas arc 

more than 20 times as lik.cl)' to ha, c lnLcmct acce.,., as 
households at the 

lo,..,est income le, els. 

America Online Chainnan ' teve Case. "ho ·e compnn) and 
private 

foundation already arc \\Orking "ith schools. pri..,atc 
groups and 

government to widen acce'>S to computers. joined Cl inion 
at Ballou and said 

"too many people are being ten behind." 

Ca, e noted that there al\\ ays have been a gap bcl\..,ccn the 
haves and 

have-nots. 

"The real question that ,1,e face toda) is " hether the 
Internet is going to 

widen that gap or close it." he <,aid. 

The Clinton administration has been work.ing with the 
computer indu. tr'). 

private foundations. nonprofit organizations and civil 
rights groups to make 

the Internet more accec,sible. 

"I thank the high-tech companies that are already doing 
so much in this area 

- and I hope the new tax incentives I ha\-e proposed "ill 
encourage others 

to join us." Clinton said. "If" e take the e steps. we 
"ill go a long wa.> 

toward our goal of bringing opportunit; to ever) 
communiLy." 

The administration sa}S more than 50°0 of America's 
schools and over 80% 

of its classrooms arc" ired for the Internet. fhe goal 
is 10 have all schools 

connected by the end of this year. 

Washington Post OnPolitics 

Education Secretary Richard Riley speak.son the Digital Divide 

Thursday, February 3. 2000 



rhe American economy continues to enjO) a boom rel) ing in no small part to 
the astronomical growth of the technolog) industry. l3ut despite 
technological innovation and the creation of wealth from the Internet. 
there remains a large gap between tho e who benefit from that technolog) 
boom and those who don't even have access to it. President Clinton 
announced a propo al yesterday to deal with this "digital divide" and 
create opportunitie for citizens to gain training. develop skills and get 
access to technology. TI1e issue is also one of the focuses of Vice 
President Gore's bid for the White House. 

Education Secretary Richard Riley, who recently joined Gore on the 
campaign stump, joined "f' ree Media" on Thursday, Feb. 3 to discuss the 
Clinton administration's plans for dealing with the digital divide. The 
transcript fo llows: 

I-rec Media: Good aflernoon. Secretary Riley. and welcome. President 
Clinton's plan on the digitn l divide out lines some very specific budgetary 
and other steps. Can you talk a bit about how this plan would be 
implemented, and what I.ind of roadblocks tl1e administration would face in 
Congress? 

Richard Riley: The president's proposal reall) is part of his new markets 
initiative -- that is. to identify pans of our powerful economy that 
reall, are missing out on that. And the digital divide is a very important 
part of that -- areas that are poor, often minorities. ative American 
reservations and other areas that the president has identified. I think 
the Congress would be very receptive to these proposals. 

For example, the community technology centers have been very successful in 
poor urban areas. We have in the current budget $32 million with 
approximately 320 centers in communities around the country. The 
president's proposal is to raise that to $100 million, which would fund 
1,000 centers. They would have on-~itc teachers and computers. and adults 
and students would be able to use them as they are now. 

Training teachers to teach with technology is ke). and the president 
proposed doubling that. This is primaril>' for new teachers, but training 
is available for teachers who need special help as \\ell. The current 
budgetary allotment is $75 mill ion, and he wants to expand it to $150. 

The other issue is distance learning. TI1e president proposes several 
budget items to deal with Native Americans. expanding broadband 
telecommunications capabi lities to rural areas, and disability 
communities. 

-------------------------------------------·---------·---------------------

Washington, D.C.: Secretary Riley, 

Being from South Carolina, where you led a reluctant legislature to pass 
major education refonns, I'm sure you must have some insight on the 
tecllnology chal lenges focing our public schools, especially in rural and 



lower income areas. While many schools have computers in the cla:.sroom, 
many teachers don't have the training or c:-..pcrtisc to utilize the 
technology avai lable. What can be done to address this issue? 

P.S .. As a fe llow Furman University alum. I can't tell you how proud I am 
of your efforts as ecrctary on behalf of our children. 

Richard Riley: Our main program dealing with technology is called the 
Technology Literacy Challenge Fund. It is funded this }ear at 425 
mi llion. That money goes down to the states. and then the states develop 
their plans for getting technology into the classroom. They can use it for 
four purposes: 

I. To connect the school or classrooms to tht: Internet:' 
2. I lardware -- computers 
3. Software 
4. Teacher preparation or professional development -- enabling teachers to 
become proficient in teaching with technology. tate and local school 
districts would handle that in the way that best serves their purposes. 

That program in 1996 was zero. It has grown, and it is a large basic 
program controlled by the states, who would develop their own plans, but 
it is the federaJ government saying that technology is important. Around 7 
percent of all education money spent on K- 12 comes from the federal 
government. However, 25 percent of the funding for use of technology in 
K-1 2 schools comes from the federal government. o you can sec it is a 
priority use of federal dollars going to education. 

1 was with the president of Funnan. David hi, yesterday. ,-.hen I spoke to 
the ational Association of Independent Colleges and Universities. I, too. 
am very proud of Furman. 

Silver Spring, Md.: 1 appreciate the effort to provide Internet training 
and access to members of the community who do not have ready access to the 
expensive technology. I wonder, though, why it seems to be at the expense 
of basic, proven resources such as reading materials -- the budgets of 
school and public libraries to acquire reading materials is pathetically 
low - when all research documents that in order to read proficiently. one 
must spend lots of time reading. 

The internet, to be sure. is fu ll of glamor and information -of decidedly 
differing quality and valid ity- but one still has to be able to read 
critically to get the most effective use of it. What will be the resource 
for that critical practice? The lntemct itself? I don't think so. 

Richard Riley: I thoroughly agree with the opinion in the question. And 
reading is extremely important, and I don't think anyone is stronger on 
supporting books and libraries than I am. When you look at the federal 
support system for education, the idea of technology is a relatively new 
thing, and it was fe lt that it was something that the federal gov,ernment 
should be supportive of. 



One of the biggest technology programs is the !-:.-rate. It is nol a la\, but 
it is a rate adjustment" hich enables schools. both public and pri,atc. 
and libraries, to have fu ll use of the Internet,, ith discounts. Those 
discounts are significant in poor areas -- up to 90 percent -- but there 
are discounts in all areas. That's been a tremendous benefit to libraries. 
Most of the costs of library books arc local and state costs. 

But I thoroughly agree with the idea of books and reading materials. I 
read to my grandchildren. and l think all parents should read to their 
children. If you can't read you certainly can't use the Internet. 

I was at a conference in Holland, and they had an elementary school where 
the way children -- first-grade children -- were learning to use the 
Internet \\as to use computers to fi ll out their applications for library 
cards. 

\J ashington. O.C.: I think we should wire schools. and any plan to get 
technology in front of kids is better than none. Out technology is 
developing at an unbelievably fast rate. Getting computers in schools is 
one th ing. Ho,\ do we keep up with upgrade and upkeep of the machines and 
equipment once they're in? What's the plan for maintenance? 

Richard Riley: Jn the progam I mentioned. with S42S mill ion going to the 
states, that is an option that the states would have - computers and 
software. or teachers. That is a legitimate use or those funds. 

!'hat is a good question -- technology is changing as we speak. 

Free Media: What is your response Lo Education Week's assessment of 
American schools? Are there one or two specific things -- more teacher 
training and testing and smaller class sizes -- that could go a long way 
to fixing the problems? 

Richard Ri le): The variety of quality in our schools is troublesome. We 
have any number of high-quality schools that all of us arc prollld of, and 
then ,ve have a lot of average schools and we have low-perfonning schools. 
We are addressing the low-performing schools in our proposals in the 
Elementary and econdary Education Act (E EA) reauthorization in Congress. 
It will be discussed and debated this year. In that, ,,e propose a second 
stage in identifying low-performing schools. Identifying a second stage. 
moving the timclincs much tighter, and requiring specific improvements to 
take place in the instances where federal dollars arc going toward the 
schools. These arc generally Title I schools where the federal government 
is involved. We require certain things, like 9S percent of teachers be 
certified, and 9S percent of teachers be teaching in their field. This is 
very important. and if falls back on the standards movement. which is out 
there in the states. I'm strongly supportive of it, and it says that to 



gets 
tandards in the classroom. you must ha, equality teachers. In l)(X)r areas. 
it is often difficult to pay teachers " hat they should rcct:h,c and to gi"c 
them "orking conditions such a technology, building,, etc. That\ ,-.hen 
you end up with teachers who arc not qualified. We arc taking bold teps 
and certain!) hope Congre s ,,ill pa s the e measures. 

Boston. Mass.: At \\hat age do you thin!-. ,-.c should begin to address the 
digital divide. In other words. "hat age bracl-..ct can ,.,c make the most 
impact \\ith for train ing and educational l')Urposes? 

Richard Riley: That is a VCr) good question. and I don't kno" if I am 
qualified to answer it. except to say that young children should be 
fami liar with technology to the extent that it is not foreign to them. 
Teachers really have to decide ho,, fast to involve them in the use of 
technology tools in terms of their learning. It is a very powerful tool 
for learning and for research. and we of course urge all teachers to be 
very carefu l about that very question. But all students, when they finish 
high school or college and mo,e into the \\Orld. they 're going to mo,e into 
a technological world. And they must. if l')roperly educated, have good use 
of and be comfortable with using technology. 

free Media: That .,.,a our la~t question toda) for [ducalion ecretar) 
Richard Riley. Thanks to ccretal") Riley. and to e,·er)one ,,ho joined us. 
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TEXT: 
As I mentioned a couple of days ago, bridging the "Digital Divide'' is a 
top priority for the Clinton-Gore Administration. Herc's some in formation 
relating to an event ye~terday where President Clinton announced 
technology initiatives in this year's budget. 

THE CLINTON-GORE ADMI ISTRATIO : 
FROM DIGITAL DIVIDE TO DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 
February 2, 2000 

Today, President Clinton will unveil a comprehensive proposal to help 
bridge the digital divide and create new opportunity for all Americans. 
This issue has been a top priority for Vice President Gore. who has worked 
to bridge the Digital Divide by ensuring that all children have access to 
educational technology. Acccsc; to computers and the Internet and the 
abilit) to u c this technology eflectively are becoming increasing!} 
important for full participation in America's economic, political and 
ocial life. Unfortunately. unequal access to technology and high-tech 

skills by income. educational level, race, disability. and geography could 
deepen and reinforce the divisions that exist within American society. 
President Clinton believes that we must make access to computers and the 
Internet as universal as the telephone is today -- in our schools, 
libraries, communities, and homes. 

To make the most of these new opportunities, the President believes we 
must: 

+ Broaden ACCE to technologies such as computers. the Internet, and 
high-speed networks; 

+ Provide people the KILLED TEACHER and the TRAlNING they need to 
master the information economy; 

+ Promote ONLINE CONTENT and APPLICATION that will help empower all 
Americans to use new technologies to their fu llest potential. 

President Clinton wi ll announce specific proposals in his new budget to 



help accomplish these goals and help create digital opportunity for more 
Americans -- including $2 billion in tax incentives to encourage private 
sector activities such as computer donations. and $380 million in nC\\ and 
expanded initiatives to serve a,;; a catal) st for public-private 
partnerships. 

PRESIDENT CLINTO 'S NEW BUDGET INITIATIVE 

I . $2 Billion In Tax incentives Over 10 Years To Encourage Private 
cctor Donation Of Computers. 'ponsorship Of Community Technology Centers. 

And rcchnology Training For Workers. 

2. $150 Million To Help Train All e\\ Teachers Entering The Worl-..forcc 
To Use Technology Effective!). 

3. $100 Million To Create I .000 Community Technology Centers In 
Low-Income Urban And Rural Neighborhoods. 

4. $50 Million For A Public/Private Partnership To l~xpand Home Access 
To Computers And The Internet For Low-Income r-amil ies. 

5. $45 Million To Promote Innovative Applications Of Information And 
Commu nications Technology For Under- crved Communities. 

6. S25 Million To Accelerate Private ector Deployment Of Broadband 
Networks In Under-Served Urban And Rural Communities. 

7. S 10 Million To Prepare ative Americans For Careers In Information 
Technology And Other Technical Fields. 

TO HELP MOBILJZE PUBLIC/PR1VATCPAR'I ER HIP TO CLOSE Tl!E DIGITAL DIVIDE. 
PRE IDENT CLINTO WILL LEAD A EW MARKET TRIP DURI 'G 11 IE WEEK OF APRIL 
9TH: Closing the Digital Divide requires creative partnerships between 
industry. non-profit organizations and government. That's why President 
Clinton will lead a New Markets trip during the week of April 9th designed 
to mobilize a significant private and public effort to close the digital 
divide. This trip. which will include leading high-tech CEOs. will 
highlight communities that are using information technology to enhance our 
children's education. expand access to life- long learning. and create 
economic growth and high-tech, high-wage jobs. 

THE CLINTO -GORE AGE DA FOR 
CREATING DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 
February 2, 2000 

Private sector competition and rapid technological progress arc powerful 
forces to bridge the digital di vide and make Information Age tools 



a, ailable for morl'.! and more Americans. I he infonnation technolog) 
industr) i able to double the amount of computing po\\er a\'ailablc at a 
given price every 12-18 months, and i, no" selling km-cost computer'> and 
'information appliances' -- . uch a pcciali,cd Internet access devices. 
Some companies are e\en offering free. ad\ ertiscr-supported Internet 
access. By working with the private sector and community-based 
organiLations. the Administration can accelerate the trend to\\lard expanded 
access. 

But access to technology is onl) the first step. We also need to give 
people the skills the) need to use tcchnolog;. to promote content and 
application of technology that ""i ll help cmpo,"er undcr-scn ed 
communities, and to en urc that teachers can u<,e technology effective!; in 
the cla..,c;room. Belo" is a brief de cription of the initiati\e that 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore arc proposing to help accomplish 
the c goals: 

I. S2 BILLlO1\ OVER 10 YEAR I TAX I Cc JIVE 10 E}.COURAGE PRIVATl-
. ECrOR DO ATIO Ot COMPUTERS. PO 'ORSHIP Of COMMG, ITY I CCH OLOGY Ch I ER ·, 
A D TECH OLOGY TR.Al. l G FOR WORK CR : President Clinton's budget includes 
$2 billion in ne\\ tax incentives to encourage companies to donate 
computers 10 schools, libraries and communit; technolog) centers. to 
sponsor schools. librarie , and communit) tcchnolog) centers in designated 
Empo,"erment Lones. and to provide basic computer trai ning. ,,ork.placc 
literacy. or other basic education for their employees. 

-1 E COURAGI G OMPA IE TO DO A rE COMPU'I LR . The President proposes 
to extend and expand tax deduction that give<; companies an incentive to 
donate computers to schools. libraries and computer technology centers. 
This enhanced deduction allows companie., to deduct more than the cost of 
their donation. Under current law, this deduction applies to donations of 
computers to schools only and expires after the year 2000. The 
President's proposal ,,ould extend this provision through June 30. 2004 and 
would expand it to donations to public libraries or communit) technolog) 
centers in Empowerment Zones, Enterprise Communities. and high-poveny 
areas. 

+ PROMOTING CORPORA rE PO OR ' 111P OF CIIOOL , LIBRARIL A D COMMUN I rY 
TECH OLOGY CE TER . The President propo cs tax relief to encourage 
companies 10 spon or schools and communit) technolog) centers in 
Empo" erment Zone and Enterprise Communities. 1 he Pre ident' proposal 
\\Ould allocate credits for $16 million in corporate sponsor hip to each of 
the 31 e:-..isting Empo\\erment Zones and IO proposed new Empowerment Zones 
and $4 million in corporate sponsorship for each of the more than 80 
Enterprise Communities. In total. the President's proposal would help 
support up to near!) $ I billion in annual sponsorships to help impro, e 
schools and communit) tcchnolog; centers. 

+ UPPORTI G TECI I OLOGY TRAI I 'G l·OR WORKER . The President's 
proposal would provide targeted tax relief to encourage companies to 
provide basic computer training, workplace literacy, or other basic 
education for employees that lack the basic kills to succeed in the 
modem \\Orkplace. Companies \\Ould be allowed to take a 20 percent ta, 
credit for up to $5.250 in annual expenses per employee. Eligible 



cmplo}ees genera II) " ould not have received a high school degree or ils 
equivalent. 

2. $1 50 MILLION TO IIELP TRJ\1 ALL EW TEACIIER · E TERI G TIIE WORKFORCE 
E Tl:.CHNOLOGY Erl-1£ TIVI l Y I I I IC CLAS. ROOM: Under the leadership of 

President Clinlon and Vice President Gore. the United tates has made 
enormous progress in connecting chools to the Internet. and increasing 
the number of modern computers in the cla room. I lo" ever, acce ., to 
computers and the Internet\\ ill not help students achie\C high academic 
standard'> unless teachers arc as corn fonablc '"ith a computer a<, the} arc 
\\ ith a chalkboard. Pre ident Clinton's budget calls for I SO million in 
Department of [ ducat ion grant -- double the last )Car's inve!>tment of $75 
million -- to ensure that all new teachers entering the workforce arc 
tcchnologicall> literate and can integrate technolog) into the 
curriculum. The need for thi investment is clear. According to the 

ational Center for Education tatistics. only 20 percent of teachers 
repon that the} arc 'vel) \\Cit prepared' to integrate technolog) into 
classroom. And over the next 10 }ear,. K-1 2 schools "ill need to hire 2 
million new teachers to fill the vacancies lcfi b> retiring teachers and 
to accommodate increasing student populations. 

3. $100MILLION TOCREATEUPTOI.000COMMU l rYTECHNOLOGY CE TERI ' 
LOW-lNCOMI-: URBAN A D RURAL COMMUNITIE : The President's budget more than 
triples the Department of Education's support for Community rcchnology 
Centers - from $32.5 million in FY2000 to $100 million in FY2001.1 his 
in itiative, championed by Congresswoman Maxine Waters was initially funded 
at $10 million in fiscal year 1999. The goal of the initiative is to help 
close the 'digital divide' by providing computers and Information Age 
tools Lo children and adults that arc not able to afford them at home. 
These community technology centers will help empower hundreds of thousands 
of lo,\--income children and adults in a varict}' of wa}s. Children " ill be 
able to improve their performance in school by having access to 
high-quality educational soft"are a llcr school and prepare for the 
high-tech workplace of the 21st century b) getting certified "ith an 
information technology skill. Adults will be able to use computers and 
the Internet to tal-c a self-paced adult literJcy course; get acce~. to 
America's Job Bank to cc what jobs arc aH1ilablc: learn to l)pe up a 
resume and cover letter using \\-Ord processing soft" are: learn to stan up 
their O\\ n 'micro-enterprise' or Web-based business, or acquire new 
training. A stud) sponsored by the ational cicnce foundation confirms 
that Community Technolog} Centers are helping to bridge the digital 
divide. Of the users sun eyed: 62 percent had incomes of less than 

15,000: 65 percent took computer cla scs to improve their job s1-ills: and 
41 percent got homework help or tutoring at the center. 

4. $50MILLIO FOR A P OLIC/PRIVATEPARTNER IIIPTOEXPA D IIOME ACCE 
TO COMPUTER A D I HE I n~R E I FOR LOW-INCOME F AMlUES: The President's 
budget includes a new $50 million Department of Commerce pilot program to 
expand access to computers and the Internet for IO\\•income fam ilies, and 
to give these families the skills they need to use the c ne\, In formation 
Age tools effectively. This new program will provide competitive grants 
to public-private partnerships at the local level. Potential partners 
might include: local school district seeking to expand parental 
involvement in education; high-tech companies willing to provide discounts 



on compulcrs and access: libraries oflcring training on 'information 
literacy': employers seeking to upgrade the ski lls of Lhcir workforce 
using distance learning. and government agencies at all levels seeking to 
save taxpayer dollars through the electronic delivery of government 
services. The Administration will continue to work with the private 
sector and non-profi t organizations on the most effective way to design 
this program. 

5. $45 MlLLIO TO PROMOTE INNOVATIVE APPLICATION OF I FORMATION 
TECH OLOGY FOR U DER-SERVED COMMU ITIES: President Clinton's budget \\ill 
increase the investmenl in the Department of Commerce's high ly-succcssful 
Technology Opportunities Program (TOP) to $45 million -- triple the 
current level of $15 million. This program encourages inno ativc 
applications of information technology that help empower low-income 
communities -- public health information systems that raise childhood 
immunization rates in inner-cities, tele-mcntoring for at-risk youth. and 
electronic networks that strengthen local communities by fostering 
communication and collaboration. 

6. $25 MlLLIO TO AC l:.LERA TE PRIVATE ECTOR DEPLOY ME T OF HIGH- PEED 
'ETWORKS IN U DER- ERVED URBA A D RURAL COMMU !TIE : High-speed 

Internet access is becoming as important to the economic vitality of a 
community as roads and bridges are today. The President will propose a 
new $25 million program at the Department of Commerce and the Department 
of Agriculture to accelerate private sector deployment of broadband 
networks in under-served urban and rural communities -- using grants and 
loan guarantees. The potential payoff from these kinds of investments is 
enormous. One company, for example, has helped people move from 
'welfare-to-work' by connecting their community with the high-speed 
networks needed Lo support telecommuting. TI1is solves some of the biggest 
barriers associated with wel fare-to-work -- lack of childcare and 
transportation. 

7. SI0MILLIO TOPREPARENATlVEAM l:.RICA FORCAREER ININFORMATIO 
TECH OLOGY A D OTHER TECH !CAL FIELD : The 1ational cience Foundation 
will support effort<; by tribal colleges to increase the number of ative 
Americans who arc prepared to pursue careers in information technology and 
other technical fields. 

The ability to use technology is becoming increasingly important in the 
workplace, and jobs in the rapidly growing information technology sector 
pay almost 80 percent more than the average private sector wage. 

THE IMPORTA CE OF C3RlDG1 G THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

Access to computers and the Internet and the ability to effecti,,. ely use 
this technology are becoming increasingly important for full participation 
in America's economic, political and social life. People arc using the 
Internet to find lower prices for goods and services, work from home or 
start their own business, acquire new ski lls using distance learning, and 
make better informed decisions about their healthcare needs. The ability 
to use technology is becoming increasingly important in the workplace, and 
jobs in the rapidly growing information technology sector pay almost 80 



percent more than the average private sector \\ age. 

Technology. used creatively. can also make a big di lTcrencc in the " ay 
teachers teach and s1udents learn. In some classrooms. teachers arc using 
the Internet to keep up '"ith the latest developments in their field. 
exchange lesson plans ,, ith their colleagues, and communicote more 
frequently " ith parents. tudents arc able to log on to the Library of 
Congress to download primary documents for a history paper. explore the 
universe with an lntemet-eonnectcd telescope used b) professional 
astronomers, and engage in more active 'learning by doing.' tudcnts arc 
also creating powerful Internet-based learning re ourccs that can be used 
by other students -- such as award-winning Web sites on endangered 
species, the biology of sleep, human perception of sound. and an 
exploration of the American judicial system. 

Access to computers and the Internet has exploded during the Clinton-Gore 
Administration. Unfortunately, there is strong evidence of a 'digital 
divide' -- a gap between those individuals and communities that hove 
access to these Information Age tools and tho e who don't. In some 
instances. th is divide is actually widening. A July 1999 report from the 
Department of Commerce, based on December 1998 Census Department data. 
revealed that: 

+ BEITER EDUCATED AMERICA MORE LIKELY TO BE CO ECTED. Between 1997 
and 1998. the technology divide between those at the highest and lo,"est 
education levels increased 25%. In 1998. those with a college degree arc 
more than eight times likely to have a computer at home and near ly sixteen 
t imes as likely to have home Internet access as those with an elemt:mtary 
school education. 

+ TIIE GAP BETWEEN HJGH-AND LOW-INCOME AMERICANS LS INCREASrNG. In the 
last year. the divide between those at the highest and lowest income 
levels grew 29%. Households with incomes of $75.000 or higher arc more 
than twenty times more likely to have access to the Internet than those at 
the lowest income levels, and more than nine times as likely to have a 
computer at home. 

+ WI IITES MORE LIKELY TO 13E CONNECTED Tl IAN AFRICAN-AMERICANS OR 
I IISPANICS. The digital divide is also persistent and growing along racial 
and ethnic lines. Whites are more likely to have access to the Internet 
from home than African-Americans or I lispanics have from any location. 
African-American and Hispanic households are roughly two-fifihs as likely 
to have home Internet access as white households. The gaps benvcen white 
and Hispanic households. and between white and African-American 
households. are now more than six percentage points larger than they were 
in 1994. However. for incomes of $75.000 and higher, the divide between 
whites and African-Americans has narrowed considerably in the last )ear. 

+ RURAL AREAS LESS LIKELY TO BE CON ECTED THA VRBA USERS. Regardless 
of income level, those living in rural areas are lagging behind in 
computer ownership and Internet access. At some income levels. those in 
urban areas are 50% more likely to have Internet access than those earning 
the same income in rural areas. Low income households in rural areas arc 
the least connected, with connectivity rates in the singles digits for 



both computers and Internet access. 

In add ition. data from the ational Center for Education Statistics 
reveals a 'digital divide' in our nation's schools. As of the fall of 
1998. 39 percent of classrooms of poor schools were connected to the 
lntcrnct. as compared to 62 percent for wealthier schools. 

A TRO1 G RECORD OF WORKI G TO CLO E Tl IE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have \\Orkcd hard to close the 
digital divide. and to help create opportunity for more Americans in the 
Information Age. 

+ President Clinton and Vice President Gore have set a national goal 
of ensuring that every child is technologically literate. In addition to 
preparing children for the high-tech workplace of the 2 1st century. 
technology can help change the ,, ay teachers teach and srudent.s learn. 
Teachers can communicate more frequently with parents. keep up v. ith the 
latest developments in their field. and exchange lesson plans with their 
colleagues. tudents can conduct re~earch using primary source material. 
learn the principles of genetics by breeding virtual fruit flies, and 
learn astronomy by using a professional telescope located 3.000 miles from 
their classroom. 

+ AS A RESULT OF Tl IE CL! ro -GORE t::OUCATIO AL TECI I OLOGY I 11 I IATIVE: 

+ The number of CLA 'ROOM connected to the Internet has increased 
from 3% in 1994 to 51% in 1998. 

+ The number of schools connected to the Internet has increased from 
35% in I 994 to 89% in 1998. 

+ The 'e-rate', part of the Telecommunications /\ct of 1996, is 
providing $2.25 billion in 20% - 90% discounts to connect schools and 
libraries to the Internet, with the deepest discounts going to the poorest 
schools that need it most. Thee-rate alone has provided Internet access 
for children in more than I mi llion classrooms. 

+ Our total investment in educational technology at the federal level 
(including thee-rate) has increased from $23 million in 1993 to over $3 
billion today. 

+ Grants supported by the Department of Education are training 400,000 
new teachers to use technology cfTcctivcly in the classroom. 

AODJTIO , PRE !DENT CLI TO A D VTCE-PRESIDE T GORE HA VE WORKED TO: 

+ EXPA D ACCE TO TECHNOLOGY FOR PEOPLE WITH DI ADILITIE : President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore have been strong supporters of efforts to 
make technology more accessible for people with disabilities. Recent 
actions by the Federal Communications Commission will help ensure that 
telecommunications equipment, such as cellular phones. is designed to be 
accessible for people with disabilities. 



l XPA D ACCES TO I LCI I 'OLOGY I Dl:.R- ERVED COMMU\,,1 flE : In addition 
to the Community rechnology Center program, HUD ec. Andre\-. Cuomo has 
created approximate!) 500 cighburhood l\cl\"ork learning centers that bring 
state of the art technolog) to publicl)-~sisted hou ing across America. 
I IUD's eighborhood Cl\\Orks are inno, ati'vc pri, ate, public partnerships 
that establi h computer-based multi-service centers to help people in 
publicl}-assisted housing learn critical computer s1-.ills and prepare for 
21st century jobs. 

+ E , URE ·1 IIAT I Hf ADMI I · 1 RATIO lAKE CLO. ING I HE DJGITAL DIVIDE A 
TOP PRIORI I Y. In December, 1999. President Clinton directed members of 
the Cabinet to take specific action-; to address the digital divide: 
President Clinton is directing member of his Cabinet ( ecretaries of 
Commerce. Education. I lealth and Human ·ervices. Housing and Urban 
Development, and Labor) to take spcci fie steps to close the Digital 
Divide. including: 

+ Continuing to measure the nature and extent of the digital divide b) 
examining the importance of income. education. race. gender. geography and 
age to Americans' access to lnfonnation Age tools: 

+ Expanding the net\ .. or" of Commun it) ·r echnology Centers to provide 
access to technolog) for tho<.;e American \\ ho can't afford it 

+ Promoting applications of the Internet that will empower IO\'v-income 
fami lies. such as the abilit) to start their 0\\n busine~'>: and 

+ Upgrading the IT ski lls of workers in low-income communities. 
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I would like to speal- " ith you about how much time and effort may be 
involved in 
this. I am currently with the Employees Concerned with Disability at the 
NIH, 
and am very interested. 

Thanks. 

JOhn Miers 

JOhn G. Miers, M.B.A 
Office of cience Policy and Program Planning 
National Institute of Mental Ilea Ith, IH 
6001 Executive Blvd. Room 8208 MSC 9667 
Bethesda, MD 20892-9667 
Telephone (30 I) 443-4335 
FAX: (301) 443-3225 
E-mai l: John_Micrs@nih.gov 

-----Original Mcssage---
From: Jonathan_M. Young@who.eop.gov 
lmailto:Jonathan_M._Young@who.eop.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2000 9:46 PM 
Subject: Digital Divide 

As the President mentioned in his State of the Un ion Address, one of the 
year's major priorities for the Clinton-Gore Administration concerns access 
to our breathtaking technological advances. Computers and the internet are 
transforming our society, but not everyone is sharing equally in the 
opportunities they promise. "We must close the digital divide bct\,een 
those who've got the tools and those who don't," the President said. I'm 
writing to identify people interested in working more closely on this 
issue, and helping me to understand how we can most effectively ensure that 
people with disabilities have equal access to digital technology. 

If you are interested in joining in this endeavor, please reply lo this 
email with your name, organizational affiliation (if you don't have one, 



that\ fine too). home tO\\n. and a phone number \\here I can reach )OU. If 
)OU'd like. I im,ite )OU to ,Hite a brief dc!)Cripllon of ,..,ho )OU arc and 
)Our interest~ in technolog). I hanks. 



ARM. [mail ystem 
RECORD TYPc: PRE IDl:. TIAL ( 10'1 I MAIi) 

CREATOR: Andrea Kane ( C '=Andrea Kane OU- OPD O LOP [ OPO]) 

CREATIO DJ\Tl2rr1Mt.: 3-FEB-2000 13:29:35.00 

UBJECT: VA & digital divide 

TO: pbravo ( pbravo@acf.dhhs.gov (a, inct I UNKNO\ I ) 
REAO:U K 0\ 1 

rO: eparJ.-er ( eparker lit' acf.dhhs.gov l WHO I ) 
RCAD: Kl 0\\ 

TEXT: 
seeing 1he pre s stories on the Prcsidenl's digital di"ide event) csterda) 
reminds me ... ,, ha1's the status of doing a Q&A on Gilmore's question abou1 
using TA F funds for computers? 
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AR\.1 Emai l , }Stem 
RI-.CORD TYPE: PRE IDE TIAL ( 'OTE MAIL) [ 00I] 
CREATOR: (b)(6) 

CREATIO D/\TFJ rlME: 3-F~B-2000 23:54: 16.00 

SUBJECT: Re: Digital Oivicle-respon<;e or in1crcst 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU= WI [0/0 = EOP f WI 10 I) 
READ: K OWN 

TEXT: 
Dear :vtr. Y oung. 

I ,,ould most certain(~ be interested in helping 
) ou address the issues in the digital divide. I 
am a dis bled mother of a home chooled son. 
ha,c multiple dis/\bi l ities. I 
v,ant to find "a) s tha1 I can assist other persons 
"ith disAbilit ics in gening equipment and 
training. having accessibili1y and support. both 
morale support and financial support . 

I started an email group" ith similar de~ire!> in 
mind. to help those that arc disAblcd not just get 
involved w ith the new technology. but to help them 
bcllcr themselves and learn to stand for 
themselves. 

My_pcrsonal info is: 

(bX6J 

To \\rite me as the listo\\ncr: 
(b)(6) 

To subscr ibe: 
homcschool-space-su bscribe/a eGroups.com 
llomeschool SPACE is a ,er) nc\\ email list for 
disAbled 
parents. A II are "elcome and encouraged to 
subscribe. 

Technolog) intcrc~rs: 
tud) ing - accessibil ity i~. ucs, \\eb design. CAD. 

graphics (desire to create digital art\\ork). 
programming. online ,H iting. ound recording. 
music production 
online. 

kills - ,, ord proces ing. spreadsheets. 

r U K OW I ) 



QuickBooks. databases, plus more (resume avai lable 
upon request). typing speed 70-80 wpm, kc) strokes 
I 0-12.000 kph. Have been in computers since 1987. 
Also am a singcr/song,Hiter. 

I am currently on ocial Security disAbilit) . and 
not able to maintain a full-time job. I do have 
time at home lo spend on the computer when the 
physical reality of it does not cause me so much 
pain that I cannot sit any longer. One of the 
challenges of the new technology is the entire 
aspect of silting at a desk, being immobile, or 
improperly seated. This. of course, contributes 
to the pain (and physical deterioration) C)clc 
,..,hich then affects the emotional \\ell-being of a 
per on. This challenge also needs to be addressed 
regarding persons " ith disAbilitics. 

1 sec a real need to communicate not just to 
persons with disAbilitics, but to the general 
public about internet capabilities for all. 
Education to implement the information 
superhighway will not just include those education 
forces that arc out there with financial means. 
but mu l , it must include those that do not have 
the funding, such as homeschoolcrs on limited 
budgets. persons with disAbil itics ,, ho ma) not 
even have access to computers or assistivc living 
technology, single parents that are close to the 
poverty level who may never have the time to learn 
about the internet because of the daily grind, 
seniors that could easily learn about computers 
with help. and minorities that may not have the 
capability due to language or cultural 
complications. 

There is so much potential for 
technology to help so many people. It is so very 
exciting to see it happen. I have a very personal 
interest in seeing those with disAbilities 
understand and grab hold of this same excitement 
through the use of technology in their personal 
lives. Persons with disAbilities are very similar 
to homeschoolers 
because they don't fit into the regular schools. 
though their differences are not necessarily by 
choice. 

On a personal note, we had a fire this past week 
at my house (everyone okay). On top of that, I 
knew two people on r light 261 (Linda and Joe 
Knight) and was very sad about the loss, taking an 
entire day to hope that they would be found. 
Please accept my apologies for not giving you an 



immediate rcspon e. 

I'll be lool,.ing fornard to contact from ) OU 

regarding the Digital Di, ide. Good lucl,. \\ ith th i 
noble , enturc. 

(b 6 

(Thb po-.1 ent text onl). "ith a character" idth 
of 50 charncters so those with vi~ual impairmenb 
ma) em,il) adapt it to their computer screen .) 

> \ the President mentioned in his ' tatc of the 
l 'nion Addre s. one of the 
->year\ major prioritit:s for the Clinton-Gore 
\dministration concerns accc~s 
>to our breathtaking technologica l ad, ances. 
(' omputcrs and the internet arc 
"'tran<,form ing our societ). but not e, eryone i, 
, haring cquall) in the 
>opportunitic the) promise. "We mu-.t close the 
digital dh idc bet\\CCn 
>those ,, ho\ e got the tool and those " ho don't." 
the President said. I'm 
'>\\ riting to identify people interested in \\ orl,. ing 
more closely on this 
>is uc. and helping me to under tand ho\\ \\e can 
most cffocti, el) en ure that 
>people" ith disahilitie have equal accc-.s to 
digital tcchnolog) . 

•If) ou arc interested in joining in this 
cndea,or. plea c repl) to this 
>email " ith your name. organi,ational affiliation 
( i r) ou don't ha, c one. 
>that'. fine too). home lO\\ n. and a phone number 
,, here I can reach you. If 
.>you'd I ike. I invite ) ou to ,uite a brief 
de'>cription of ,,ho you arc and 
.>your interests in technolog) . Than"--.. 

> 



ARMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTE M/\ IL) 

CREATOR: Jim Puzzanghera <jpuzzanghera@krwash ington.com> ( Jim Puu.anghcra 
<jpuv.,anghcra@kmashington.com> [ U K OW ' I) 

CREA TIO DATE/flME: 3-FEB-2000 13:41 :00.00 

SUBJECT: Mere Digital Divide story 

TO: Elizabeth R. Newman ( CN=Elizabeth R. Ncwman/OU=\VHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] ) 
RE!\..D:U KNOWN 

TEXT: 
Elizabeth, 
I lere's the link 
http://www.mercuryccnter.com/prcmium/business/docs/digital03.htm 

Jim Puzzanghera 
Washington Bureau Chief 
San Jose Mercury Nc-.vs 
700 National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 20045 
Voice: 202-383-6043 
Fax: 202-638-3788 
Email: jpuzzanghera(ci)krn ashington.com 

ational and California political ne\',S at 
http://www.mercuryccntcr.com/nation/politics 
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CREATOR: tcphcn . Boyd ( CN= tephcn . Boycl/OU- WHO/O=EOP I WHO]) 

CREATION OATEfflME: 3-FED-2000 20:20:36.00 

SUBJECT: SoTU and digital divide background info 

TO: christa.robinson@lurncr.com ( christn.robinsonla'lurncr.com @ inet r UNKNOWN I ) 
READ:U KNOWN 

TEXT: 
Hey Christa - Great talking with you. Herc i the info you requested. 

I. Digital Divide material 
2. late of the Union summary + full backgrounders 
3. Economic growth fact sheet 

PRESIDE T CUNTO A OUNCES EW PROPOSAL TO CLO ETHE DIGITAL DIVIDE AND 
fNCREA E DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 
Ballou I ligh 'chool, Washington, DC 
Wednesday. Februa11 2. 2000 

Today, in an address at Ballou High chool in Washington. DC. 
President Clinton will announce a new propo~al lo close the digital divide 
and increase digital opportunity for all Americans. 

President Clinton will first tour the computer center al 13allou I ligh 
School accompanied by tcve Case, Chief Executive Officer. America Online, 
and David Sterl ing, President. Epiclcarning.com. Darnell Curley, computer 
coordinator of Ballou,s computer tra ining center and graduate of Ballou, 
will lead the tour. 

Folio\\ ing the tour of the computer center, the Pre~ident will announce a 
new proposal to close the digital divide in remarks to students. teachers 
and community, government and busines~ leaders at the Ballou I Iigh chool 
Gymnasium. The President will be joined on stage by Steve Case. CEO. 
America Online; [)avid Sterling, President. Epiclearning.com; Julie Evans, 
Chief ExecuLive Officer, etDay; Angela Lee, Vice President, AT&T; Darnell 
Curley. Computer Coordinator, Ballou High chool; uperintendent of DC 
Schools Arlene Ackerman: and Dr. Wilma Durham and Dr. Art Dridges. 
Co-Principals of Ballou High chool. 

Ballou High School currently offers a variety of computer technolog) 
classes ranging from Basic Keyboarding to Computer Programming to a 
Computer Repair class, giving students a chance to receive A+ computer 
technician certi fication and secure jobs in the workforce. Ballou also 
offers services to the community such as computer workshops held in the 
evenings for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) recipients. 
Currently, Ballou has approximately 140 computers and is partially wired. 

Ballou High chool has formed partnerships with several private companie 



and labor unions, '"hich have committed significant resources to the High 
chool to help bridge the digital divide and to ensure that students from 

Oallou have an opportunity to thrive in the Information Age. This 
partnership is part of ext Day, an effort to bring technolog) to our 
poorest schools that gre" out of ctDa). "hich President Clinton and Vice 
President Gore helped launch in March 1996. Many of these companies have 
also made national commitments to help bridge the digital divide. 
Elements of the Ballou partnership with private companies include the 
fo lio, ing: l ) Epic teaming.com has ·committed to launch a technical 
training and certi fication program that will ::illow Oallou students to 
compete for jobs with starting salaries of $32.000 - $37.000: 2) 3M 
Corporation has committed to supply fiber and electronics equipment. 3) 
Cisco Corporation has committed to supply nel\..,orl-. ing equipment for the 
school; 3) AT&T has commi11ed to help train teachers to use tcchnolog) 
effectively; 4) and Al'L-CIO, Communication Workers of America and the 
International Brotherhood of Electric::il Workers arc committed to help wire 
the ·chool. 

In addition, the PowcrUP program ::i coalition of a number of 
companies (including AOL). agencies. and non-profits '"orking to bridge the 
digital divide through access to computers. will make Ballou High School a 
site later this year. 

A number of Members of Congress are expected to attend the event 
including: 

enator Robert Bennett (R-UT). Representative Xavier Becerra (D-CA). 
Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), Representative tephanie 
Tubbs Jones (D-011). Representative William JcfTer on (0-LA) , 
Representative heila Jackson Lee (0-TX). Representati,e John Lewb 
(O-GA). Representative Zoe Lofgren (D-CA). Representative Adam mith 
(0-WA). Repre entative Ellen Tauscher (D-CA). Representati, e Maxine \\'aters 
(D-CA). and Representative David \Vu (O.OR). B b vvv 

Order of pcakcrs: 

Dr. Wilma Durham. Principal. Ballou I ligh chool 
David terling, President, Epiclcaming.com 
Steve Case, CEO. America Online 
Darnell Curley, Computer Coordinator. Ballou I ligh School 
President Clinton 
### 

THE CLINTON-GORE ADMINI TRATION: 
FROM DIGITAL DlVIDE TO DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 
February 2, 2000 

Today, President Clinton will unveil a comprehensive proposal to help 
bridge the digital div ide and create new opportunity for all Americans. 
This issue has been a top priority for Vice President Gore, who has worked 
to bridge the Digital Divide by ensuring that all ch ildren have access to 
educational technology. Access to computers and the Internet and the 



abilit) to use this technolog) effecti\ el} arc tx!coming increasing!) 
important for full participation in America.s economic. political and 
social life. Unfortunate!). unequal access to technology and high-tech 
skills b) income. educa1ional level, race. and geogmph) could deepen and 
reinforce the divisions that exist" ithin American societ). President 
Clinton believes 1hat \\C must make access to computers and the lntcrne1 a, 
uniwrsal as the telephone is toda) - in our school . libraries. 
communities. and homes. 

ro rnal-c the most of 1hese ne" opportunities. the President belie, c, ,,e 
must: 

u Broaden access to technologies such as computers, the Internet. and 
high-speed net\\ orks: 
u Provide people the ~k illed teacher-. and the training the) need to master 
the information economy: 
u Promote onl ine content and applications that will help emp<)\\er all 
Americans to use ne,, technologic~ to their fulle~t potential. 

President Clinton will announce speci fic proposals in his new budget to 
help accomplish these goals and help create digital opportunit)' for more 
Americans -- including $2 bi llion in tax incentives to encourage private 
sector activities such as computer donations, and $380 million in new and 
expanded initiatives to serve as a catalyst for publ ic-private 
partnerships. 

PRE !DENT CLINTON . . EW r3UDGE'I INI rt A Tl VI~ 

I. $2 billion in tax incentives o er IO )ears to encourage private sector 
donation of computers, sponsorship of community technology center~. and 
technology training for worker . 

2. $ 150 million to help train all new teachers entering the \\ Ork force to 
use technolog) efTecti\el). 

3. SJ 00 million to create 1.000 Community Technolog) Centers in lcm-income 
urban and rural neighborhood . 

4. $50 million for a public/private partnership to expand home accev-, lo 
computers and the Internet for lo\\ •income families. 

5. S45 million to promote inno,ativc applications of informat ion and 
communications technolog) for under-served communitie . 

6. $25 million to accelerate private sector deplo}ment of broadband 
netv,orks in under-served urban and rural 
communities. 

7. $ IO million to prepare Native Americans for career in Information 
Technology and other technical fields. 

To I lelp Mobilize Public/PrivatePartnerships ro Close the Digital Divide, 
President Clinton Will Lead A e" Markets Trip during the wee!- of April 
9th: Closing the Digital Divide require creative partnerships bcmeen 



industry, non-profit organizations nnd gov<.:rnmcnt. That's why President 
Clinton " il l lead a New Marl-.ets trip during the" eel-. of April 9th designed 
to mobilize a igniticanl private and public effort to close the digital 
divide. Thi~ trip, "hich wi ll include leading high-tech CEOs, will 
highl ight communities that arc using information technology to enhance our 
children's education. C:\pand access to life- long learning. and create 
economic gro,,1h and high-tech, high-wage job . 

Tl IE CU TO '-GORE AGC 'DA FOR 
REA r rNG DIGITAL OPPOR I ' ITY 

r ebrual) 2. 2000 

Private sector competition and rapid technological progress arc po"crful 
forces to bridgethc digital divide and make lnfonnation Age tool 
available for more and more Americans. rhc infonnation technolog) 
industry is able to double the amounl of comr,uting po,, er available at a 
given price eve!) 12-18 months, and is no, selling lo" -cost computers and 
"infonnation appliances" -- such as pccia lized Internet access de, ices. 
Some companies arc even oflcring free. advertiser-supported Internet 
acce s. 0y ..., orking "ith the private sector and community-based 
organization , the Administration can accelerate the trend tO\\ard e:-..panded 
access. 

But access to tcchnolog) is only the first step. We also need to gh e 
people the ski Its the} need to u c technolog) . to promote contem and 
ar,plications of technolog) that \\i ll help empo\\er under-sen,ed 
communities, and to ensure that teachers can use technology efTecti,el) in 
the classroom. Below ic; a brief description of the initiatives that 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore are proposing to help accomplish 
these goals: 

I. 2 billion over IO years in tax incentives to encourage priva1e 
sector donation of computers. sponsorship of community technology centers, 
and technology training for worker~: President Clinton's budget includes 
$2 bill ion in new tax incentives 10 encourage companies to donate 
computers to school<;, libraries and community technology centers, to 
<;ponsor schools, libraries, and community technology centers in designated 
EmpO\\Crment Zones, and to provide basic computer training. \\Orkplace 
literacy. or other basic education for their employees. 
u Encouraging companies to donate computers. The President proposes to 
C'\tend and expand ta'\ deduction that gives companies an incenti,e to 
donate computers to chools, libraries and computer technolog) centers. 
This enhanced deduction allows companie to deduct more than the cost of 
their donation. Under current la\! . this deduction appl ies to donations 
of computers to schools onl} and expires afier the ) ear 2000. The 
President .s proposal would extend th is provision through June 30, 200-l 
and would e:-..pand it to donation to public libraries or community 
technology centers in Fmpo,\erment Lones. 1::.ntcrprise Communities. and 
high-poverty areas. 
(1 Promoting corporate sponsorship of schools, libraries and community 
technology centers. The President proposes tax relief lo encourage 
companies to sponsor schools and community technology centers in 
l:.mpov,enncnt Zones, Enterprise Communities, and targeted low income 
areas. The President .s proposal would allocate credits for $16 million 



in corporate sponsorship to each or the 31 existing Empo\\erment Zones and 
10 proposed new Empowerment Zone and $4 million in corporate spom,orship 
for each of the more than 80 Enterprise Communities. In total, the 
President .s proposal would help support up to nearly $1 billion in annual 
sponsorships to help improve schools and community technology centers. 
u upporting technology training for workers. fhc President .s proposal 
would provide targeted tax relief to encourage companies to provide basic 
computer training. worl-place literacy. or other basic education for 
employees that lack the basic skills to succeed in the modern \\Orkplace. 
Companies would be allowed to take a 20 percent tax credit for up to 
$5,250 in annual expenses per employee. Eligible employees generally 
would not have received a high school degree or its equivalent. 

2. S 150 million to help train all new teachers entering the work force use 
technology effectively in the classroom: Under the leadership of 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore, the nitcd States has made 
enormous progress in connecting schools to the Internet. and increasing 
the number of modem computers in the classroom. I lo\,evcr. access to 
computers and the Internet will not help students achieve high academic 
standards unless teachers are as comfortable with a computer as they are 
with a cha lkboard. President Clinton's budget calls for $ 150 mill ion in 
Department of Education grants -- double the last year ,s inveslment of 
$75 million - to ensure that all new teachers entering the \\Ork force arc 
1echnologically literate and can integrate technology into the 
curriculum. The need for this investment is clear. According to the 
·r-, ational Center for Education tatistics, only 20 percent of teachers 
report that they are "very well prepared" to integrate technology into 
classroom. And over the next 10 years. K-12 chools will need to hire 2 
mi Ilion new teachers to fi II the vacancies left by rct iring teachers and 
to accommodate increasing student populations. 

3. SI 00 million to create up to 1.000 Community Technolog) Centers in 
low-income urban and rural communities: The President's budget more than 
triples the Department of Education .s support for Community Technology 
Centers - from $32.5 million in FY2000 to $100 million in FY200 I. This 
initiative, championed by Congresswoman Maxine Water · was initiall) funded 
at $10 million in fiscal year 1999. The goal of the initiative is to help 
close the &digital divide 8 by providing computers and Information Age 
tools to children and adults that are not able to afford them at home. 
These community technology centers '"ill help empower hundreds of thousands 
oflow-income children and adults in a variety of \.\ays. Children v. ill be 
able to improve their perfonnance in school by having access to 
high-quality educational software after school and prepare for the 
high-tech workplace of the 2 1st century by gening certified with an 
information technology skil l. Adults wi ll be able to use computers and 
the Internet to take a self-paced adult literacy course; get access to 
America ,s Job Bank to see what jobs are available; learn to type up a 
resume and cover letter using word processing software: learn to start up 
their own •1-enterprise 8 or Web-based business, or acquire ne,, 
training. A study sponsored by the National cience Foundation confirms 
that Community Technology Centers are helping to bridge the digital 
divide. Of the users surveyed: 62 percent had incomes ofless than 
$15,000; 65 percent took computer classes to improve their job skills; and 
4 1 percent got homework help or tutoring at the center. 



4. $50 million for a public/private partnership to expand home access to 
computers and the Internet for low-income families: rhe President's 
budget includes a new $50 million Department of Commerce pilot program to 
expand access to computers and the Internet for low-income families, and 
to give these families the ski lls they need to use these new Information 
Age tools effectively. This new program will provide competitive grants 
to public-private partnerships at the local level. Potential partners 
might include: local school districts seeking to expand parental 
involvement in education; high-tech companies\\ illing to provide discounts 
on computers and access; libraries offering training on "in formation 
literacy": employers seeking to upgrade the skills of their worl,.force 
u ing distance learning, and government agencies at all levels seeking 10 

save taxpayer dollars through the electronic delivery of government 
services. The Administration will continue to work with the private 
sector and non-profit organizations on the most effective way to design 
this program. 

5. $45 mi ll ion to promote innovative applications of information 
technology for under-served communities: President Clinton's budget " ill 
increase the investment in the Department of Commerce .s highl)'-successfu l 
Technolog) Opportunities Program (TOP) to $45 mill ion -- triple the 
current level of$15 mi llion. This program encourages innovative 
applications of infonnation technology that help cmpo"er lo,, - income 
communities - public health information systems that raise chi ldhood 
immuni/ation rates in inner-cities. tele-mcntoring for at-risk youth. and 
electronic networks that strengthen local communities by fostering 
communication and collaboration. 

6. $25 mill ion to accelerate private sector deployment of high-speed 
networks in under-served urban and rural communities: High-speed 
Internet access is becoming as important to the economic vitality of a 
community as roads and bridges are today. The President will propose a 
new $25 million program at the Department of Commerce and the Department 
of Agriculture to accelerate private sector deployment of broadband 
networks in under-served urban and rural communities -- using grants and 
loan guarantees. The potential payoff from these kinds of investments is 
enormous. One company, for example, has helped people move from 
"welfare-tO-\\Ork" by connecting their communit) with the high-speed 
networks needed to support telecommuting. This solves some of the biggest 
barriers associated with welfare-to-work -- lack of childcare and 
transportation. 

7. S 10 million to prepare ative Americans for careers in information 
technology and other technical fields: The National cience Foundation 
will support elTorts by tribal colleges to increase the number of Native 
Americans who are prepared to pursue careers in information technology and 
other technical fields.The ability to use technology is becoming 
increasingly important in the workplace, and jobs in the rapidly growing 
information technology sector pay almost 80 percent more than the average 
private sector wage. 

TIIE IMPORTANCE OF BRIDGrNG THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 



Access lo computers and the Internet and the ability to effectively use 
this technology arc becoming increasingly important for full participation 
in America .s economic. political and social life. People are using the 
Internet to find lower prices for goods and services. work from home or 
start their own busines . acquire ne\\ skills using distance learning. and 
make better informed decisions about their healthcare needs. The ability 
to use technology is becoming increasingly important in the workplace. and 
jobs in the rapidly growing information technology sector pay almost 80 
percent more than the average private sector wage. 

Technology, used creatively. can also make a big diflcrencc in the way 
teachers teach and students learn. In some classrooms. teachers arc using 
the Internet to keep up" ith the latest developments in their field. 
e:\.change lesson plans\\ ith their colleagues. and communicate more 
frequent!} with parents. tudcnts arc able to log on to the Library of 
Congress to do\\ nload primar) documents for a history paper. explore the 
universe with an Internet-connected telescope used b) professional 
astronomers. and engage in more active "learning by doing." tudcnts arc 
also creating po,\erful lnternct-ba ed learning resources that can be used 
b) other students -- such as award-,\ inning Web sites on endangered 
species, the biolog) of sleep. human perception of sound, and nn 
exploration of the American judicial system. 

Access to computers and the .Internet has exploded during the Clinton-Gore 
Administration. Unfortunately. there is strong evidence of a &digital 
divide 8 -- a gap bet"'een those individuals and communities that have 
access to these Information Age tools and those\\ ho don .t. In some 
instances, this divide is actually widening. A Jul) 1999 report from the 
Department of Commerce. based on December 1998 Census Department data, 
revealed that: 

u Better educated Americans more likely to be connected. Between 1997 and 
1998. the tecltnology divide between those at the highest and IO\\CSt 
education levels increased 25%. In 1998, those with a college degree arc 
more than eight times likely to have a computer at home and nearly 
sixteen times as likely to have home .Internet access as those " ith an 
elementary school education. 
u The gap between high- and low-income Americans is increasing. In the 
last year. the divide between those at the highest and lowest income 
levels grew 29%. I louscholds with incomes of $75,000 or higher are more 
than twenty times more likely to have access to the Internet than those 
at the lowest income levels, and more than nine times as likely to have a 
computer at home. 
u Whites more likely to be connected than Afr ican-Americans or I lispanics. 
The digital divide is also persistent and growing along racial and ethnic 
lines. Whites are more likely to have access to the Internet from home 
than African-Americans or I lispanics have from any location. 
African-American and I lispanic households are roughly two-fifihs as likely 
to have home Internet access as white households. The gaps between 
white and I lispanic households, and between white and African-American 
households, are now more than six percentage points larger than they were 
in 1994. I lowever, for incomes of $75,000 and higher, the divide between 
whites and African-Americans has narrowed considerably in the last year. 
(1 Rural areas less likely to be connected than urban users. Regardless of 



income level. those liv ing in rural area arc lagging behind in computer 
O\\nership and Internet access. At -.omc income le\ eh. those in urban 
areas are 50% more lil--el) to have Internet access than tho~ earning the 
-.ame income in rural areas. Lo" income households in rural areas are the 
least connected, \\ ith connecti, it} rates in the single digit for both 
computers and Internet access. 

In addition. data from the ational Center for l:ducation tali tics 
reveals a "digital divide" in our nation ,s schools. As of the fall of 
I 998, 39 percent of classrooms of poor schools were connected to the 
Internet, as compared to 62 percent for ,..,eallhier schoob. 

A TRONG RECORD Or WORKI G ·10 CLOSE TIIE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have \\Orkcd hard to close the 
digital divide. and to help create opportunity for more American'> in the 
In formation Age. 

u President Clinton and Vice President Gore have set a national goal of 
en uring that eve!) child is technologicall) literate. In addition to 
preparing chi ldren for the high-tech \\Orkplace of the 2 1st centui: . 
technolog) can help change the \\a) teachers teach and students learn. 
reacher, can communicate more frequently with parents. keep up" ith the 
late t de\'elopment in their field, and e:\change lesson plans with their 
colleagues. tudents can conduct research using primary source material. 
learn the principles of genetic by breed ing virtual fruit flies. and 
learn astronom) by using a professional telescope located 3.000 miles 
from their classroom. 
(1 As a result of the Clinton-Gore educational technology initiative: 
u l'he number of classrooms connected to the Internet has increased from 3% 
in 1994 to 51% in 1998. 
u The number of schools connected to the Internet has increased from 35% 
in 1994 to 89% in 1998. 
u The "e-rate". part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. i providing 
$2.25 bi ll ion in 20% - 90% discounts to connect schools and li braries to 
the Internet, " ith the deepest di5cotmts going to the poorest schools 
that need it mo t. The c-rate alone has pro ided Internet acce for 
children in more than I million cla srooms. 
u Our total inve!:>tment in educational technology at the federal level 
(including the e-rale) has increased from 23 mill ion in 1993 to o,er $3 
bill ion today. 
u Grants supported b~ the Department of Education arc training 400.000 new 
teachers to use lcchnolog) effccthel) in the classroom. 

In addition, President Clinton and Vice-President Gore have ,, orked to: 

u Expand access to technolog) for people" ith disabilities: President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore have been strong supporters of efforts to 
make technolog) more accessible for people ,, ith disabilities. Recent 
actions by the Federal Communications Commis ion '"i ll help en urc that 
telecommunications equipment, such as cellular phones, is designed to be 
accessible for people with disabilities. 
u Expand access to technology in under-served communities: In addition to 
the Community Technology Center program, HUD ec. Andrew Cuomo has 



created approximately 500 Neighborhood Network learning centers that 
bring state of the art technology to publicly-assisted housing across 
America. HUD's Neighborhood Networks arc innovative private/public 
partnerships that establish computer-based multi-service centers to help 
people in publicly-assisted housing learn critical computer skills and 
prepare for 21st century jobs. 
u Ensure that the Administration makes closing the Digital Div ide a top 
priority. In December. 1999. Pre ident Clinton directed members of the 
Cabinet to take specific actions to address the digita l divide: 
President Clinton is directing members of his Cabinet ( ecretaries of 
Commerce. Education. Health and Human ervices. I lousing and Urban 
Development, and Labor) to take specific steps to close the Digital 
Divide. includi ng: 
u Continuing to measure the nature and extent of the digital divide by 
examining the importance of income. education. race. gender. geography 
and age to Americans' access to Information Age tools; 
u Expanding the network of Community Technology Centers to provide access 
to technology for those American who can't afford it; 
u Promoting applications of the lnternet that will empower low-income 
familie . such as the ability to start their own business; and 
u Upgrad ing the 1T skills of workers in low-income communities. 

### 

Outline of President Clinton .s talc of the Union Address 
January 27, 2000 

Fiscal Discipline and Economic Prosperity 

u Maintain ing Fiscal Discipline 
(1 Paying Down the Debt by 20 13 
LI Protecting and Streng1hening ocial Security 
LI Nearing the Longest Economic Expansion 

Opportunity and Responsibility in Education 

u Proposing Largest Head tart Expansion in History 
u Promoting Early Leaming 
u Fixing Failing chools and Rewarding ucccss 
u Class Size Reduction 
u Small. Safe and Successfu l High . chools 
u Teaching to High tandards 
u Charter Schools 
u School Construction and Modemi1ation 
(1 Preventing Youth Violence 
u College Opportunity Tax Cut 
u $1 Dillion to Pell Grants, SEOG, etc. 
u $400 Million to Keep Youth on Track for uccess 

Rewarding Work and trengthening Families 



u Expanding the Earned Income Tax CrediL (EITC) 
u Minimum Wage Increase 
u Ensuring Equal Pay 
u Housing Vouchers for llard-Pressed Working Families 
u l lomele~s Initiative 
(1 Mill ions Move from Welfare 10 Work 
u New Initiatives to Collect More Child Supr,ort 
(1 New fathers Work/Families Win Grants 
t'.t Helping Long-Term Recipients Move from Wei fore to Work 
t'.t Second Chance Homes 
u Helping Low-Income Families Afford Chi ld Care 
u Assisting 8 Million Families with Child Care Expenses 
u Creating e" Child Care Tax Incentives for Businesses 
u upporting I ligh Quality Early Childhood Educators 
u Promoting Early Leaming 
u Campus Based Child Care 
t'.t Retirement ecurity Accounts 
u Expand Pension Coverage for Small Businesses 
t'.t Tax Relief for Working Families 

Health Care 

u Patients . Bill of Rights 
u Health Insurance Coverage Initiative 
t'.t Strengthening and Modernizing Medicare 
(1 Long-Term Care Initiative 
(1 Increasing Federal Mental Health Funding 
(1 Preventing Medical Errors/l mproving Care 
t'.t Major New Investment to Combat HIV and AID 

Responsibil ity and Crime 

u 21st Century Policing Initiat ive 
t'.t National Gun Enforcement Initiative 
u funding Innovative mart Gun Technology 
(1 Passing Common Sense Gun Legislation 

Opening cw Markets 

(1 cw Markets Initiative 
u Delta Initiative 
u Native American Initiative 
t'.t Strengthening the Farm Safety el 
(1 From Digital Divide to Digital Opportunity 

Global Change and American Leadership 

u 13enefils of Expanding Tnternational Trade 
u Forging a New Consensus on Trade 
u Trade Agreements Enforcement Initiative 
u Child Labor 
(1 African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(1 Caribbean Basin Trade Initiative 
u Building Democracy Around the World 



u Leading a Global Campaign Again~! AID and Disca e 
u U . . -China Trade Agreement 
u Building Peace in the Middle East 
u Bringing Peace to onhern Ireland 
u Rever::.ing Ethnic Cleansing in Ko ovo 
u Protecting Computer I et,,orls Again t C}bl!r Attad. 
u Combating International Crime 
u Aiding Colombia in its Fight Again,1 Drugs 
u Debt Relief 
(1 Leading the\\ a} in Global on-Proliferation 
u Maintaining the trongest Military in the World 

Responsibi lity. Opportunit} and the El1\ ironmcnt 

u Lands Lcgac) 
u Climate Change 
u Tax Credits for Energ}-1:ffieicncy 
u Clean Energ) for the 21st Century 
u Livable Communities 

The Opportunity and Responsibility of ' cienee and Tcchnolog) 

u Major cw Investments in ciencc and Technology 
u Protecting Americans' Personal Privacy 

Community 

ervice and PhilanthrOp) 

u AmcriCorps and Encouraging Comm unit) ervicc 
u Faith-Based and Communil) Organizations 
u Increasing Charitable Giving 

One America 

u Civil Rights Enforcement 
u The Employment 'on-Di crimination Act ( &E DA 8) 
u The Hate Crimes Prevention Act 
u English Literacy/Civics Initiative 
u Fairne s to Immigrants 

Governmental and Political Reform 

u Enact Ilipartisan Campaign Finance Reform 
u Reinventing Government 

Fl CAL DI CIPUNE 
A D NEARI G THE LONGt T ECONOMIC EXPA 10 I U.S. Ill TORY 



Maintaining Pisca l Discipline 
When President ClinLOn was elected seven years ago. America was burdened 
"ith a 290 billion deficit, and our national debt had quadrupled over the 
previous 12 years. Interest rates were high and gro,\lh was low. The 
President and the Vice President set a new path of fisca l responsibility. 
opening markets, and investing in our people and new technologies. We 
passed strong deficit reduction packages in both 1993 and in 1997. and 
made tough choices in each and every budget. This has put the nation on a 
course of fi cal discipline, while continuing to invest in our people and 
our future. 

Now we sec the re<;ults of the last seven years: the first back-to-back 
budget surpluses in 42 years; last year's surplus of$ 124 billion was the 
largest in our history. The latest numbers from the Treasury indicate the 
surplus for this year will be even larger. In just the last two years, 
we've already paid down $140 billion oflhc national debt. Because we .vc 
resisted efforts to push our nation off the path of fiscal discipline with 
large and irresponsible tax cuts, our debt is $1. 7 tri II ion less th is }ear 
than it was projected to be back in 1993. 

Last year. the President a~J..ed the Congress to use every single dollar of 
our ocial ecurity surplus to pay do\'vn the debt. and to use the interest 
savings from that debt reduction to lengthen the life of ocial ecurity. 
This year the President has announced that because of the choices ,,e have 
made, the budget he will submit for 2001 accelerates the date that " e will 
be able to pay ofT our debt to 2013 -- t\\ o years earlier than we had 
originally planned. The President will do this by protecting ocial 

ccurity funds. and dedicating the interest savings to. ocial ecurit). 
allo,\ ing us. in addition to paying off the debt. to extend the solvency of 
the ocial ccurity trust fund to at least 2050. We \\ill also be able lo 
make Medicare secure now, through 2025. And "e "ill be debt-free for the 
first time since 1835, "hen our nation just had 24 states and fe,"er than 
15 million people. 

Paying Down the Debt by 2013 
In 1he tatc of the Union add re s. President Clinton "ill announce that 
his budget for 2001 would put America in a position to pay ofT the $3.6 
trillion debt by 2013 -- 2 years earlier than planned. The President will 
emphasize that this debt reduction would be accomplished by protecting 

ocial Security funds -- and dedicating the interest savings to ocial 
ecurity, allowing the ocial ecurity solvency to be c:,,.tended until at 

least 2050. ln contrast. the Republican lockbox plans in Congress fail to 
extend the life of Social Security by even one day. The President also 
wi ll announce that his budget will make Medicare secure through at least 
2025 by devoting a substantial fraction of the surplus to Medicare 
solvency and debt reduction. The President's plan to pay down the debt 
wi ll result in lower interest rates and stronger investment. for typical 
families it wi ll mean lower mortgage payments and car payments. By 
strengthening the economy and eliminating the debt, the President's plan 
will help prepare the government -- and the Nation -- to meet the 
challenge of the retiring baby boomers. 

Protecting and Strengthening Social Security 
As he did in his 1998 and 1999 State of the Union addresses, the President 



\\ill call on Congress to enact his plan to save ·ocial ecurity first ) 
and strengthen it. For almost 65 }Cars. , ocial ecurit) has been an 
unshakable co\.enant among generations. bct"ccn ,,orkers and retirees. 
bet,,een the disabled and the able bodied. l·or man) Americans. ocial 
' ecuril) . along with savings and pensions. b the foundation of retirement 

securit) . In his 1999 ' tatc of the Union Address. the President propo ed 
a plan that ,,ould. build ing on our historic period of prosperity and 
budget surpluses. use debt reduction to extend the life of ocial ecuriry 
without damaging and unnece sary benefit cuts or ta:-. increases. In the 
last session of Congres . the President proposed specific legislation that 
reserves the entire ocial ' ecurit) surplus for . ocial ·ecurity and debt 
reduction and, in addition. devotes the interest savings from paying do" n 
the national debt to extending the life of . ocial Security from 2034 to 
2050. If the interest savings "ere prudently invested in equities, 
solvency would be extended to 2054. 

Nearing the Longest 1:conomie Expanc;ion in U .. Ii i Lory 
I he President .s leader<,hip on fiscal di cipline and economic strateg) has 
helped the put the economy on track for the longest expansion in American 
history. l'he strong economy has benefited Americans in the form of more 
jobs. higher \\ages. lo,,er in Oat ion. greater homeo,, ncrship. and an 
increasing sense of optimism about the future: 

America is currently in the longest peacetime expansion in its histof') . 
0) the end offcbruar) , the U .. '"i ll ha,e enjo)ed 107 consecutive months 
of expansion -- the longest economic cxpanc;ion in h istor). 
, ince President Clinton took office in 1993, the econom} has created 20.4 
million ne,, jobs -- the highest number of job· ever created under a single 
Pre idcnt. I hesc arc m ern helming!) good job : according to a <,tudy b) 
the Council of Economic /\dvi crs and the U .. Department of Labor. 81 
percent of all new jobs arc located in industry/occupation categories that 
pay above-median wages. 
The vast majority of the ne" jobs -- 18.8 million or 92 percent of the 
total -- were created by the private ector, the highest private sector 
share of job creation since I larry S. Truman was President. 
The unemployment rate in 1999 fe ll to 4.2 percent -- the lo\\est rate in 30 
)Cars. For African Americans. the unemployment rate fell to 8.0 percent 
-- the lo,,est on record. For Hispanics. the unemployment rate fell to 6.4 
percent -- the lov,est on record. 
I he economy has e:\panded at 3.8 percent annually under President Clinton 
-- the fastest gro,..,th rate of any administration since Pre ident Johnson. 
As a result of the strong economy and invei,tments in people. 7.7 million 
people have been Ii fled out of poverty under President Clinton. The 
povert) has fallen to 12.7 percent -- the lo,,est rate since 1979. For 
African Americans and African American children. the povert) rate is the 
lowest on record. For I lispanics, the povert) rate is the lowest since 
1980. For single mothers, the poverty rate has fallen to the lowest level 
in history. 
In the third quarter of 1999, the homeownership rate rose to 67.0 percent 
-- the highest rate ever recorded. The homeownership rates for African 
Americans and I lispanics also reached record levels in 1999. 
The underlying core rate of in nation was 1.9 percent in 1999 ) the lowest 
rate since 1965. 



OPPORTU ITV /\ND RE PO SIBILITY I EDUC/\ no . 

Proposing the Largest llead tart Expansion in Histol"} 
The President .s budget increases funding for Head tan by SI billion ) 
the largest funding increase ever proposed for the program ) to provide 
I lead tart and Early I lead tart to approximately 950,000 children. This 
funding wi ll bring within reach the President ,s goal of serving one 
mill ion children in 2002 and builds the foundat ion for the long-term goal 
of universal pre-school. I lead Start prepares low-income children for a 
lifetime of learning and development by providing early, rigorou~ and 
comprehensive chi ld development. Early Head tart. created by the 
Clinton-Gore Administration in 1994. brings these services to families 
with children ages zero lo three and to pregnant women. The President ,s 
FY 2001 proposal would increase funding for Early I lead ·tart by S143 
million. ince 1993. this Administration has alread) increased funding 
for Head tart by 90 percent. 

Promoting Early Learning 
The President ,s budget includes $3 billion over five years for the Early 
Learning Fund to help improve child care quality and early childhood 
education for children under five years old. The Early Leaming Fund will 
provide community grants for acti vities that foster cognit ive development. 
improve child care qualit} and promote readiness for school. Resources 
could be used to help child care providers get tra ining or certification. 
facilitate licensing or accreditation of child care centers. and reduce 
chi Id-to-staff ratios. 

Fixing Failing School and Rewarding Success 

Universal After- chool for Students in the Most Need -The President and Vice President propose to invest $1 billion in 
the 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers program to he lp ensure that every child 
in every fai ling school can have a safe place to learn during the after 
school and summertime hours. 77,is more than doubles the FY 2000 
investment. The Administration ,s budget will maintain lhe commitment lo 
serving all children, but \',, il l dedicate the increase to help those 
children most in need of academic assistance as part of a comprehensive 
approach to help low-achieving students meet high academic standards. The 
budget provides sufficient funding to make after school or summer school 
programs universally available to all students anending Tille I school 
identified as low-perfo rming. nearly tripling the number of children 
served by the program to 2.5 million. 

Accountability Fund - In November, the Congress appropriated $134 million 
for the President ,s accountability fund. This year, the President will 
increase funding for this initiative to $250 million to turn around 
failing schools. This funding is used by states and localities to tum 
around low-performing schools by overhauling curriculum. improving 
staffing, or even closing the school and reopening it as a chaner 
school. The accountability initiative also includes provisions expanding 
public school choice for students in fa il ing schools. 

Rewarding I ligh Performance and Closing the Achievement Gap - The President 
also proposes a $50 million initiative 10 provide high-perfo rmance bonuses 



to states that make exemplary progress in improving student performance 
and closing the achievement gap between high and low performing groups of 
srudents. tates would be elig ible for bonuses based on ubsrantial 
overall improvements in student perfonnance and significant narrov. ing of 
the achievement gap as indicated by performance on the ational Asse sment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 

Class Size Reduction 
The President .s class si;;c reduction initiative continues his commitment 
to reduce class size in the early grades by staying on a path to hiring 
100.000 high quality teachers. The Administration .s FY2001 budget will 
funding for this in itiative to $ 1.75 bi llion, an increase of $450 million 
over current levels•· enough to fond about 49,000 teachers. nearly half 
way to our long-term goal. ma iler classes allow teachers to spend more 
time on instruction and less time on discipline. and provide more 
individuali/.ed attention. Research sho\\S that students attending small 
classes in the early grades make more rapid educational progress than 
i,1udents in larger classes. cw teachers hired under this program mu t be 
qualified and know lhe subjects they arc teaching. 

Small. Safe and uccessf ul High chools 
Research shows that mailer schools can boost academic achievement and 
extracurricular involvement and lead to fewer discipline problems. The 
President .s budget\ ill include $ 120 million for a mall chools 
Initiative to reinvent high chools on a smaller scale and make them more 
responsive to student needs. chool districts could use this money to 
create small schools or break up existing large schools into smaller 
learning communities. Districts would be expected to demonstrate increases 
in student achievement, graduation rate~. and the number of students 
pursuing postsecondary options, and decreases in classroom disruptions and 
violence. 

Teaching to High tandards 
This initiative is a new $ 1 billion teacher quality plan to recruit, train 
and reward good teachers. The Teaching to High tandards Initiative will 
give grants to states and districts to fund high-quality, standards-based 
professional development for teachers. It also includes several new 
proposals: 

r ligher Standards-Higher Pay for Teachers -· This $50 million initiative 
will award grants to high-poverty school districts to help them attract 
and rerain high-qua lity teachers through better pay and higher standards. 
Participating teachers would receive immediate pay increases and 
additional raises fo r exceptional work. 

Teacher Quality Rewards •· This $50 million program \. ill re\.\.'ard school 
districts that have made exceptional progress in reducing the number of 
uncertified teachers and teachers teach ing outside their subject area. 
The President has proposed requiring states to ensure that 95 percent of 
teachers are certified and 95 percent of secondary teachers are teaching 
within field by 2004. 

Hometown Teacher Recruitment•· This $75 million program would empower 
high-poverty school districts to develop programs to recruit homegrown 



teachers to nddrcss the shortage of qualified teuchers. Programs 
supported by this grant would make students awnre, as early as midd le 
school, of the opportunities available in the teaching profession: provide 
mentoring and teach ing experiences as they progress through school: and 
provide financial assistance for students who enter college and pursue 
academic degrees with the goal of teaching in high-need communities after 
graduation. 

Transition to Teaching --This $25 million initiative will build on the 
success of the Department of Dcfen~e .s Troops to Teachers program by 
recruiting and preparing talented mid-career professionals from diverse 
fields to become teachers in high-need subject areas and high-need 
schools. 

chool Leaders Initiative -- This $40 million program will fund non-profit 
partnerships designed to recruit, prepare and provide professional 
development for superintendents and principals. and other school leaders. 

Charter chools 
The President .s budget will increase funding for charter schools by S30 
million dollars from $ 145 million to $175 mi llion. Chancr schools are 
public schools started by parents, teachers, or community groups that arc 
open to all and given a great deal of nexibility in eAchange for agreeing 
to meet defined goals for student performance. Charter schools are one way 
to increase competition. provide options and choices for parents, and 
increase accountability in public education. When the President \\as first 
elected in 1992. there was only one charter school in the countf). 'ow. 
according to the D~partment of Education. there are approximately I. 700 
and 36 states and the District of Columbia have passed laws allo" ing the 
creation of charter schools. This proposed ne\, funding will ensure that 
we can meet the President ,s goal of creating 3.000 public charter schools. 

School Construction and Modernization 
At least 2.400 nc,, public schools , ill be needed nationwide b) 2003 to 
accommodate rising enrollments and to relieve overcro,,ding. Thousands 
more will be needed in follow ing years. To address this critical need. 
President Clinton is renewing his commitment to his School Moderni1..ation 
Bond proposal. It provides $24.8 billion in ta,\. credit bonds over two 
years to modernize up to 6.000 school~. This proposal has an estimated 
cost of $8 bi llion over ten years. Within this $24.8 bill ion program, $2.4 
bil lion is reserved for Qualified Zone Academy Bonds. In addition. the 
200 I budget includes a nc,, $ 1.3 billion school urgent/emergency renovation 
loan and grant proposal. This $1.3 billion program could support nearly 
$7 bill ion of renovation projects in high-need school districts with 
little or no capacity to fund urgent repairs. Both loans and grants would 
be made ava ilable, with the smaller grant program directed toward the 
neediest districts. 

Preventing Youth Violence 
Over the past year, the country has been traumatized by a spate of school 
shootings. The President has taken leadership to address the issue of 
preventing youth violence by establishing a National Campaign Aga inst 
Youth Violence. The National Campaign is beginning a publ ic engagement 
campaign on how best to prevent youth violence and is work ing with the 



best minds in the fie ld or youth violence to idcntif)' and rl!plicatc best 
practices of prevention in local communities. The President .s budget 
includes over S8.8 billion. $875 mill ion above FY 2000. for programs 
throughout the government that work to target youth violence and programs 
that support the healthy development of young people including developing 
smaller high schools; promoting sare after-school opportunities; cracking 
down on illegal gun traffickers who supply guns to youth; and. helping 
communities develop and implement community-wide responses to school and 
youth violence through the afe chools/Healthy tudents initiative. The 
Sare chools program joins principals. parents, police and others in the 
community to collaborate on comprehensive strategies to addrc s violence 
problems confronting chi ldren in and out of school. The President .s new 
budget will provide a $100 million increase for his sare schools 
initiative. investing a total or nearly $250 million in this signature 
program. 

College Opportunity Tax Cut 
Since 1993, the President has taken numerous steps to make college more 
affordable and accessible, including direct student loans. Pell Grant 
increases. as we ll as the I lope Scholarship and Li fetime Learning tax 
credits, producing the biggest expansion in college opportunity since the 
GI Bi'I I. This year the President goes one step further and call on 
Congress to pa his College Opportunity Tax Cut to expand on previous 
educational ta,x cuts and make college. graduate school, and job training 
more affordable for millions of families. The Presidenl ,s proposal would 
gi e families the oplion of taking a tax deduction or a 28 percent tax 
credit on tuition and fees to pay for college and other higher education. 
The proposal would cover up to $5,000 of educational expenses in 200 I and 
2002 and rise to $10.000 of educational expenses from 2003 forward. When 
fully phased in, this proposal would provide up to $2.800 in tax relier 
annually to help American families pay fo r college, graduate work. or 
courses taken to improve job skills. 

early$ I Billion In Increases To Pell Grants. EOG. Work nidy, And Other 
Programs: 

Pell Grants. The Pell Grant program provides grants to economically 
disadvantaged young people to help pay the cost of a postsecondary 
education. The maximum Pell Grant in FY2000 is $3,300. The President ,s 
FY200 I budget increases the maximum to $3,500, more than 50 percent larger 
than the maximum grant in 1993, to make a college educat ion more 
affordable for the nearly 4 million Pell Grant recipient~. Funding for 
the Pell Grant program is increased by over $716 mill ion, bringing the 
total Pell Grant appropri ation to $8.356 bill ion. 

SEOG. SEOG. the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant 
program, provides campus-based grant assistance to needy undergraduate 
students. Generally, this program supplements the aid students receive 
from other sources. and leverages institutional aid by at least one dollar 
for every three federal dollars. The FY200 l budget provides $691 million 
for SEOG. a $60 million increase. the largest increase in IO years. An 
estimated 1.2 million students (over 60,000 more than in 2000) will 
receive awards in 200 I. 



Work Study. Work tudy provides students the opportunity to \\Orl.. their 
\\ay through college. The FY 2000 budget achieved the goal of giving one 
mi Il ion students the opportunity to panicipatc in Work tud)'. The FY200 I 
budget includes 1.0 I I billion for Work Study. an increase of $77 million 
to continue this commitment to serve one million students. 

College Completion Challenge Grants. The f'Y200 I budget creates a new 
initiative within the TRIO program called College Completion Challenge 
Grants (CCCG). Although college enrollment rates have risen. 37 percent 
of students that go on to post-secondary school drop out before the) get a 
certificate or a degree. l'hc problem is especially acute for minorities: 
29 percent of African Americans and 31 percent of I lispanics drop out of 
college after less than one year, compared to 18 percent of ,.,,hitcs. The 
CCCG program i designed to address this problem \.\ ith a comprehensive 
approach including pre-freshman summer programs. support !>erviccs and 
increased grant aid to students. This $35 million initiative" ill improve 
the chances of success for nearly 18,000 students. 

Dual Degree Programs for Minority-Serving Institutions. The FY 200 I 
budget proposes a new program to increase opportunities for students at 
minority-serving institutions that offer four-year degrees. Students 
.. vou ld receive two degrees within five years: one from a minority-serving 
institution, and one from a partner institution in a field in which 
minorities are underrepresented. This new S40 million program will serve 
an estimated 3.000 students. 

Over $400 Mi llion In lncrea ·e To Keep Young People On The Track To 
uccess: 

GEAR UP. GEAR UP is a nationwide initiative to encourage more 
disadvantaged young people to have high expectations, stay in school, 
study hard. and take the right courses to go to and succeed in college. 
GEAR UP is funded at 200 million in FY 2000. enough to provide service 
to over 750.000 studen1s. The FY 2001 budget provides a 62.5% increase to 
$325 mi llion, enough to provide services to 1.4 million students. 

TRIO. The TRIO programs seek to motivate and prepare students to go to 
and stay in college. The FY 200 I budget provides $725 mi llion for TRIO, 
an increase of $80 million to help provide assistance to over 760,000 
students, 37,000 more than in 2000. 

Youth Opportunity Grants and Youth Training formula Grants. Youth 
Opportunity Grants arc an initiative to provide comprehensive employment 
and training assistance to all out-of-school young people in high poverty 
areas. The program was passed as pan of the bipartisan Workforce 
Investment Act. Funded al $250 million in FY 2000, this program \,ould 
serve up to 50,000 of the most disadvantaged young people in central 
cities and rural communities across America. The President ,s FY200 I 
budget provides a 50 percent increase in funding to $375 million, enough 
to serve an additional 25.000 youth in high poverty areas. In addition, 
the FY200 I budget provides a $25 million increase (from $1.001 bill ion to 
$1.022), to the Youth Training Formula Grants, enough to provide job 
training and summer job opportunities to nearly 600,000 disadvantaged 
young people. 



Youthbuild. The Youthbuild program, is targeted to 16-24 year old high 
school dropouts, and provide disadvantaged young adults ""ith education 
and employment skills through rehabilitating and building housing for 
low-income and homeless people. The program also help) lo expand the 
supply of housing in these categories. Funded at $42.5 million. the 
Youthbuild programs " ill provides opportunities for approximately 2.000 
trainees in 2000. The FY2001 increases funding by 76% to $75 million. 
enough to serve approximate!) 3,330 trainees. 

Job Corps. Job Corps is the nation .s largest and most comprehensive 
residential education and job training program targeted at impoverished 
young people. The FY200 I budget increases Job Corps funding by $33 
mi llion. bringing the total Job Corps budget to $1.392 billion. 

REWARDING WORK AND STRENGTIIENJ G FAMILIES 

Expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
President Clinton will call on Congress to pass his $2 1 bill ion plan to 
expand the Earned Income !'ax Credit ) a key part of his opportunil), 
responsibility, and community agenda to reward ,.,,orl.. and family. According 
to estimates by the Department of the Treasury, the President .s proposed 
EfTC expansion would deliver tax relief for 6.8 million families. 
providing up to $1.200 in additional ta'< relief for some of these 
hard-pressed. \\Orking families. The President .s proposal ,,ould build on 
the EJTC expansion that he signed into law in 1993 and "'hich provided a 
tax cut for 15 million families. That expansion made the EITC even more 
effective at encouraging work and reducing poverty: In 1998, 4.3 million 
people were direclly lifted out of poverty by the EITC -- more than double 
the number in 1993. The President .s proposal ,..,ould further increase the 
reward to \\Ork and family by: (I) increasing benefits for families with 
three children: (2) expanding the credit for married, t\\O-earner couples; 
(3) rewarding families that are \\Orking hard to move into the middle class 
by lowering the phaseout rate; and (4) encouraging savings through 
simpli fication. To illustrate the effects of the President .s proposed 
expansion: under current law, a married couple earning $23.000 and with 
three kids qualify for a Sl.892 EITC; the President .s proposed expansion 
would boost that amount to $2,867 -- an increase of $975. 

Minimum Wage Increase 
The President will call on Congress lo pass a $ 1 increase in the minimum 
wage. Despite the strongest economy in a generation, there are still 
mi llions of workers trying to raise a family and make ends meet. The 
President believes that parents who\ ork hard and play by the rules should 
not have to raise their children in poverty. That is \, hy, in 1993. he 
expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and. in 1996. fought for and 
won a minimum wage increase. A working parent \\ ith two children earning 
the minimum wage in 1993 made $10,559 with the EJTC (in 1998 
inflation-adjusted dollars) -- well below the poverty line. As a result 
of the expanded EJTC and higher minimum wage. a similarly situated family 
in 1998 was above the poverty line -- making$ I 3,268 -- a 26 percent 
inflation-adjusted increase in their standard of living. The President .s 
challenge to build on the success of these policies by raising the minimum 
wage by $1 would help 11 .4 million Americans -- 70 percent of whom are 



adu lts and 59 percent of\\ hom are women. For a fu ll-time, year-round 
\,orkcr at the minimum wage. the President .s proposal would mean an 
add itional 2,000 per year. enough to buy 7 months of groceries or pay 5 
months of rent. 

Ensuring Equal Pay 
According to the Department of Labor, the average woman ,,ho works 
fu ll-time cams approximately 75 cents for each dollar that an average man 
earns. For women of the color, the gap is even wider. This gap is 
attributable. in part. to differing levels of experience. education, and 
skill. I lowevcr, even aflcr accounting for these factors. a significant 
pay gap still remains between men and "'omen in similar jobs. The 
President will announce a $27 million Equal Pay Initiative in his Fiscal 
Year 2001 budget, an increase of$12 million over Fiscal Year 2000. The 
Initiative requests $10 million for the Equal Employment Opporrunity 
Commission (EEOC) to provide training and technical assistance to about 
3,000 employers on how to comply with equal pay requirements and to launch 
a public service announcement campaign on wage issues. The Initiative 
also dedicates $10 million for the Department of Labor (DOL) to train 
women in nontraditional jobs, including high-tech jobs and other skill 
shortage occupations. Lastly. the Initiative provides S7 million for DOL 
to help employers assess and improve their pay policies. support public 
education efforts, provide for projects in non-traditional 
apprenticeships. and implement industry partnerships. The President also 
will call on Congress again to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act. which would 
strengthen wage discrimination laws. provide for new collection of data on 
wage issues. and provide for additional research. training. and public 
education efforts on this important subject. 

New I lousing Vouchers for Hard-Pressed Working Families 
The President ,s budget will include $690 million for 120.000 ne," housing 
vouchers to help America ,s hard-pressed working families. These housing 
vouchers subsidize the rents of low-income Americans, enabling them to 
move closer to job opportunities -- many of which are being created far 
from where these families live. Of the 120,000 new housing vouchers, 
32,000 will be targeted to fami lies moving from welfare to work. 18.000 to 
homeless individuals and families, and I 0,000 to low-income fami lies 
moving to new housing constructed through the Low Income Housing Tax 
Cred it, with the remaining 60.000 vouchers allocated to local areas to 
help address the large unmet need for affordable housing. These new 
vouchers build on the 110.000 new housing vouchers secured through the 
President .s leadership over the past two years. 

Homeless lnitiative 
I lomeless persons do not participate fu lly in important health and other 
programs for which they arc eligible. The President ,s budget proposes 
legislation for a new$ l O million initiative that would improve homeless 
individuals , access to mainstream programs that will help them move toward 
self-sufficiency. Demonstration grants would be awarded to several states 
to improve access to and provide coordination among mainstream programs 
such as Medicaid, State Children ,s Health Insurance Program (SCI IIP), 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Food Stamps, the Workforce 
Investment Act, and the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Block Grants. 
The budget also proposes $1 .2 billion for homeless assistance programs at 



the Department of l-101.C ing and l irban Development. inc.:luding I 05 million 
for 18.000 homeles vouchers. 

Millions Move from Welfare to Work 
In 1992. President Clinton promi cd to end ,,clfare ac; \\e kno" it. and no" 
more than lhrcc years aflcr the enactment of the wcltarc reform la\\. ,,e ,vc 
seen revolutionary changes to promote work and responsibility: the number 
of Americans on ,..,clfare is at its IO\\CSl leve l since 1969 -- 30 )Cars ago 
-- as mill ions of people move from welfare to ""ork. incc Januar} 1993. 
the welfare rolls have fal len by more than half, li·om 14.1 mill ion to 6.9 
million. More than 1.3 mil lion welfare recipients \\Cnt to \\Ork in 1998 
alone. The 12,000 business participating in the Welfare to Work 
Partnership launched by the President in 1997 have hired nearly 650.000 
fo m1er we lfare recipients. The federal government is also doing its 
share: in 1997, the President asked the Vice President to lead the federal 
hiring initiative to hire 10,000 welfare recipients over four )Cars. 
roda) . ,,c .ve far exceeded that goal. hi ring more than 16.000 people. At a 
time \\hen lhc federal wor~force is the smallest it hac; been in thirt} 
years. the Vice President has sho,, n that you can both create a leaner 
government and one lhat lead..., by e:-.ample. 

cw Initiatives to Collect More Child , upport 
ince the President took office, child support collect ions have nearl) 

doubled. Today. parents ,,ho O\\C child support ha, c their \\age.., gami hcd. 
their bank account seized, and their tax refunds,, ithheld. To build on 
this success, the budget contains several new initiatives to further 
increase child support collections and crack do,..,n on parent ,,ho O\\C child 
support. Parents" ho O\-\e past-due child support,, ill have their gambling 
winnings intercepted and their vehicles booted. They wi ll have a harder 
time obtain ing or renewing a passport, and they can be prohibited from 
enrolling as a Medicare provider. finall}. the budget \\ill require that 
child support orders be updated more frequently and increase the amount of 
child support paid directl) to families. 

e\\ Fathers Work/Familie Win Grants 
1 he Prc:sidcnt . budget will contain $255 million in new competitive grants 
in FY 2001 to promote re ponsiblc fatherhood and support \\Orking families. 
critical next steps in reforming ,,el fare and reducing child po,ert}. 'I he 
Clinton-Gore Administration .s budget" ill encourage re ponsible fatherhood 
through $125 million in "Fathers Work" grant to put appro:-.imatel) 40.000 
non-custodial parents (mainly fathers) ,vho o,,e child support to" or~ and 
help them connect with their chi ldren. As part of this effort, states 
\\ ill need to put in place procedures allowing them to require more parents 
who owe child support to pay or go to ,, ork. The President ,s budget ,,ill 
also contain S 130 million in "Families Win" grants to help about 40,000 
low-income parents stay in their jobs, move up the career ladder. and 
remain off cash assistance. An important part of the ·c grants "ill be to 
improve families , access to food stamps, health care, child care. and 
other critical support for working families. $ IO mill ion wi ll be set 
aside for Indian and alive American grantees. Fathers Work/Families Win 
competitive grants will be run by one-stop career centers, community 
groups, and faith-based organizations under contract to local and tate 
"orkforce investment boards. 



Helping More Long•Term Recipient!> Move from Welfare to Worl.. 
Because of the President .s leadership. the 1997 Aalanced Budget Act 
contained 3 billion for Welfare•to•Worl... grants to help long•tcnn \\elfare 
recipients and certain non.custodial parenh go to ,,or!.. and support their 
children. To fu lly implement these important efTons. the President .s 
budget allows grantees an additional l\\ o) ears to spend these c,isting 
funds. 

econd Chance Hornes 
The budget includes $25 mill ion in ne" funds to support "second chance 
homes." adult·superviscd and upportive living arrangements. for unmarried 
teen parents and their children who cannot live at home or wilh other 
relatives. tales wi ll be able to use these funds, as they can other 

ocial ervices Block Grant ( · DG) funds. to !-.Upport services prov ided by 
fa ith•based and community•based organi1,utions. (Overall, the budget 
increases SBG funds by $75 million.) This new initiative will be latest 
of the Administration .s efforts to reduce teen pregnancy. which have 
resulted in the lowest teen pregnancy rates on record and an 18 percent 
decline in teen births from 1991 to 1998. 

I lelping LO\\·lncomc Families Afford Chi ld are 
The President .s budget expand') the Child Care and De, clopment Olock Grant 
to help \\Orking families struggling to afford ch ild care. The Pre idcnt . 
budget request will increa c funding for child care subsidie-. by $817 
million in FY 200 I. enabling the program to serve nearl) 150.000 more 
children next year. These ne,\ funds. combined with the child care funds 
provided in welfare reform. ,, ill enable the program to serve over 2.2 
million children in 2001. an increase ofnearl) one million since 1997. 
·1 he block. grant is part of the Child Care and Development Fund. the 
primal) federal subsid) program that helps families pa} fo r child care. 
thereby enabling to,\•income parents to worl-.. Today, mi llions of families 
who are eligible for assistance with their child care costs do not receive 
an) help; in 1999. onl) about 12 percent of the 15 million to,-.•income 
children eligible for a!-.sistance under federal la\\. recei\ed subsidie . 

Tax Relief for Over 8 Million Families with hild Care 1:xpenses 
TI1e Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit (CDCTC} provides tax relief to 
those "ho. in order to work. pa} for the care of a child under 13 or for a 
disabled dependent or spouse. The Pre idcnt .s propo-,als. which cost $30 
billion over 10 )ears, broaden this tax relief and " ill help over 8 
million families pay their child care expen es: 

Making the Credit Refundable for Nearly Two Million Working Parent . 
Under current law. a typical famil) of four with an income under 25,000 
is ineligible for credits for child care e~penses becau e it has no income 
ta, liability. Many such famil ies earn too linle to claim the credit. 
but too much to get the fu ll benefit of child care subsidies. To help 
these fam ilies, the President proposes to make the D TC refundable for 
the first time•· so that families with no tax liability can receive up to 
$2,400 to hdp offset the cost of child care. This propo~al will assist 
nearly two million fam ilies. 

Increasing the Child Care Tax Credit. For families earn ing up to 60,000, 
the President proposes to increase the maximum level of the CD TC from 30 



percent to 50 percent. This will provide an average additional ta\. cut of 
$249 for these fami lies and eliminating tax liability for nearly a ll 
families with incomes below 200 percent of poverty that claim the maximum 
allowable child care expenses. Under this proposal. a famil) of four with 
an annual salary of $35,000, and child care expense of$3, I00 • .,,, ould 
receive a tax credit of$1 ,395 -- an increase of$775 over current law. 
This expansion proposal-., ill help over four million working families pay 
for child care. 

Providing Tax Relief to Parents Who Stay at 1 lome. The President will also 
propose enabling parent who stay at home with children under age one to 
take advantage of the Child and Dependent Care rax Credit by claiming 
assumed child care expenses of S500. This proposal will provide an 
average tax cut of $154, benefiting almost two million parents. 

Creating New Child Care Tax Incent ives for Businesses 
ln his budget. President Clinton will also propose a new tax credit for 
businesses that provide child care services fo r their employees. These 
services could include: building or expanding chi ld care faci lities, 
operating existing fac ilities, training child care workers. or providing 
chi ld care resource and referral services. The credit covers 25 percent 
of qualified costS (and IO percent of resource and referra l service 
expenses). but may not exceed S 150,000 per) ear per busine . The 
President .s budget includes $539 million over five )ears for this tax 

credit.. 

Supporting High-Quality Early Childhood Educators 
The President ,s budget includes $30 million to ensure that ,,ell-trained 
professionals are teaching our young children. The Earl; Childhood 
Professional Development initiative will provide competitive grants to 
local partnerships that can pull together universities. local school 
districts and child care providers. The initiative would focus on 
equipping early childhood educator with the tools they need to help 
children develop vital language and literaC} skills. 

Encouraging the Pursuit of I ligher Education by Offering College Campus 
Based Child Care 
To encourage low-income parents to pursue higher education, the President , 
s budget includes $15 million -- a$ IO mil lion increase over last year ,s 
funding level -- to provide an addi.tional 150 college campuses with grants 
to support the establishment or expansion of child care serv ices. States 
may also use a share of the Chi ld Care and Development 13 lock Grant for 
this purpose. 

Retirement avings Accounts To Help Families ave and Invest 
The President .s Retirement avings Accounts (R As) proposal will give 76 
million Americans the opportunity to build , ealth and save for their 
retirement through a progressive tax cut. The President .s proposal build 
on the successful model of Individual Development Accounts (fOAs). 
extending generous matches to all low- and moderate-income families to 
encourage them to develop savings and assets. A person who participated 
for 40 years in this savings program could accumulate over $266.000 -­
enough to produce $24,000 a year of income in retirement. This proposal 



would cost $54 billion over 10 years. 

Expand Pension Coverage for 'mall Businesses 
In an effort to encourage more small businesses to offer pensions for 
their employees. the President will also announce a proposal Lo provide a 
50 percent tax credit for qualiricd contributions to employees , pensions. 
This provi ion would cost $ 17 billion over IO years. 

Tax Relief for Wor'-ing Families: irnplifying Taxes and Rewarding Marriage 
and Work 
Today as part of his tate of the Union Address. President Clinton\\ ill 
announce his plan to reduce the marriage penalty for married. two-earner 
couples by increasing the standard deduction by nearly $2,000. The 
President wi II propose to increa e the standard deduct ion for t\\ o-camcr 
married couples to twice that of single fi lers. providing substantial tax 
relief for 9. 1 million families. The President would provide an 
additional $500 increase in the standard deduction for single-earner 
married couples that do not face a marriage penalty. I le would also 
increase the standard deduction for single fi lers by $250. The President 
s plan would cost $45 bi I lion over IO years and benefit 42. 1 mi Ilion 
families. 

HEALTH CARE 

Patient , Bill of Rights 
The President and Vice President continue to challenge the Congress to 
finally finish the overdue job of pas ing patients , right legislation 
that includes critical protections such as: guaranteed acces to needed 
health care specialists: access to emergency room service when and where 
the need arises; continuity of care protections so that patients will not 
have an abrupt transition in care if their providers are dropped; access 
to a fair, unbiased and timely internal and independent external appeals 
proces to addres health plan grievances: and an enforcement mechanism 
that ensures recourse for patients who have been harmed a~ a result of a 
health plan ,s actions. Last fall, over 60 Republicans joined virtually 
every Democrat in the I louse in voting for the Norwood-Dingell Patients 
Bi ll of Rights. This strong, enforceable. patient protections bill should 
not be watered down in a manner that makes it ineffective and unworthy of 
signing. It should also not include provisions that do little more than 
further segment healthy from unhealthy populations without significantly 
c panding coverage for the currently uninsured. 

Health Insurance Coverage Initiative 
The President and Vice President strongly believe we should expand access 
to affordable health care coverage to more Americans. The budget proposes 
a JO-year, $110 billion initiative that would expand coverage to at least 
5 million uninsured Americans and expand access to millions more. It 
addresses the nation .s coverage challenges by building on and 
complementing current private and public programs. pecifically. the 
initiative: ( l) provides a new, affordable health insurance option for 
families called "FamilyCare," which builds on the tate Children ,s Health 
Insurance Program to provide higher Federal matching payments to parents 
of children eligible for or enrolled in Medicaid or -CHIP; (2) 



accelerates enrollment of uninsurt:d children eligible for Medicaid and 
S-CI IIP; (3) expands health insurance options for Americans facing unique 
barriers to coverage. including a Medicare buy-in with a new 25 percent 
tax credit; a new 25 percent tax credit for COBRA continuation coverage: 
an initiative to help small businesses afford insurance, and new Medicaid 
options for vu lnerable groups of Americans (people ages 19 and 20; people 
leaving welfare for work: legal immigrams): and (4) strengthens program~ 
that provide health care direct I) to the uninsured. If enacted, this 
would be the largest investment in coverage since Medicare\\ as created in 
1965. 

trengthening and Modernizing Medicare 
The President .s budget includes a comprehensive plan to reform and 
modernize Medicare. rhis plan will : (I) make the program more efficient 
and competitive; (2) extend the solvency of the I lea Ith lm,urance (I II) 
trust fund to at least 2025: (3) modernize benefits including adding a 
long-overdue, voluntary prescription drug benefit; and (4) create a 
reserve fund to be u ed for debt relief or to create biparti 'an consensus 
to further strengthen the proposed drug benefit for Medicare 
beneficiaries. Bui lding on the President ,s successful fight against fraud 
and waste, the plan would dedicate over $3Q0 bi llion in savings and 
surplus over IO years to the HI trust fund, helping to meet the inevitable 
financing and health challenges that result from the aging of the baby 
boom. The proposed prescription drug benefi t would be voluntary. 
available and affordable to all beneficiaries. including low-income 
beneficiaries who would pay low to no costs for coverage. It would be 
administered by private organi,..ations like pharmaceutical benefit managers 
(POMs) and would give financial incentives to employers who currently 
orfcr retiree prescription drug benefits to maintain coverage. Finally, a 
reserve fund would be created for debt reduction or, if there is 
bipartisan consensus, to strengthen the Administration .s drug benefit by 
adding protections against the cost of catastrophic drug expenses. 

Long-Term Care Initiative 
The budget propo~es a I 0-year, $28 billion initiative that helps address 
the nation .s multifaceted long-term care challenge. It includes: (I) a 
$3.000 tax credit to compensate people with long-term care needs or their 
caregivers for the cost of care; (2) a major ne\ investment in the Older 
Americans Act for information and referral as well as direct support 
services for family caregivers: (3) a new Medicaid option to increase 
income eligibility levels for home and community based services lo the 
same levels as nursing home residents; (4) a I lousing and Urban Development 
program to encourage assisted living fac ilities for low-income elderly; 
and (5) a new option for Federal employees to purchase qual ity private 
long-term care insurance. The FY 200 I budget al o includes an additional 
$16.8 million to help states strengthen nursing home enforcement tools and 
increase Federal oversight of nursing home quality and safety standards. 

Increasing Federal upporl for Improving the Mental Health of All 
Americans 
According to the December 1999 Surgeon General .s Report on Mental I lcalth, 
one in five Americans is living with a mental health disorder. This report 
states that the fundamental components of effective service delivery arc 
broadly agreed upon. but in short supply. The President will highlight 



his new investment of I 00 million for mental health services. an increase 
or 16 percent over last year ,s funding level and a 90 percent increase 
since 1993. 

Preventing Medical Errors and Improving Quality of Care 
Late last year. the Institute of Medicine reported that as many as 98.000 
Americans die from preventable medical errors each year. In response. the 
President instructed that the over 300 hea lth plans serving Federal 
employees institute patient safety initiatives as a condition of 
participating in the program and directed all Federal agencies to conduct 
a comprehensive review of the steps they could take to reduce medical 
errors. In the coming \\eek . . the President will announce further actions 
we should take to help eliminate all preventable errors. 

Major New Jnvcstment to Combat Hl V and AID in the United States 
The President has propo ed to invest an additional $125 million in the 
Ryan White Program, an increase of almost 8 percent over last year ,s 
funding level. to provide primary medical care, pharmaceuticals critical 
to treatment. and other critical support services for people living ,, ith 
H1 V and AID . The budget also includes an additional $50 million for HlV 
prevention. the largest increase ever in funding for the c activities. to 
encourage individuals at risk to avoid behaviors that can rei.ult in the 
transmission of the disease. 

RESPO IBILITY AND CRI MI:: 

21st Cenn1ry Policing Initiative 
In order to keep crime rates down to record low levels. and officers on 
the beat at all time highs, the President is committed to continuing the 
second year of his 2 1st Century Policing Initiative. The 21st Policing 
Initiative, bu ilds on his successful COPS program that has funded 100.000 
more community police for our streets. by: (I) providing resources for 
communities to hire and redeploy up to 50.000 more police for our streets 
by FY 2005 with an effort to target new police officers to crime "hot 
spots": (2) giving law enforcement access 10 the latest crime-fighting and 
crime-solving technologies, such as improved police communications. crime 
mapping software, laptop computers, and crime lab improvements; and (3) 
funding new state and local prosecutors to work with local law enforcement 
and the community to combat local crime problems; and (4) engaging all 
sectors of the community to prevent and fight crime by funding 
partnerships with probation parole officers, schools. and faith-ba ed 
organizations. 

Fighting Gun Crime with New National Gun Enforcement Initiative 
Building on his successful strategy of combating gun violence that has 
helped lead to a 35 percent decline in gun crime, the President proposed 
$280 mill ion to fund the largest national gun enforcement initiative in 
history that specifically includes: 

500 New ATF Agents and Inspectors - The President ,s initiative includes 
the largest increase ever in ATF agents and inspectors, with new agents to 
crack down on violent gun criminals and illegal gun traffickers at guns 
shows, gun stores and on the streets, and more firearms inspectors to 
target unscrupulous gun dealers who supply fircanns to criminals and 



juveniles. 

Over 1.000 e-., Federal, tate and Local Gun Prosecutors - The proposal 
wi ll fund 1,000 new state and local prosecutors to combat gun crime and 
violence. I 00 new federal gun prosecutors. and nc, gun enforcement teams 
to coordinate efforts with local law enforcement to remove gun criminals 
from our communities and put them behind bars. 

Comprehensive Crime Gun Tracing - To move toward tracing every crime gun 
in America. 250 local law enforcement agencies wi ll receive training and 
tracing equipment to facilitate comprehensive tracing, and the 
Administration .s Youth Crime Gun lnterdiction Initiative (YCGJI) will be 
expanded from 38 to 50 cities across the country. 

'ew ational Integrated Ball istics Information etwork - l'he President ,s 
initiative'" ill triple current funding for ballistics testing programs to 
launch the first-ever national ballistics network -- to suppon the 
deployment of 150 ballistics imaging units to law en forccment. helping to 
link bullets and shell casings to the criminal guns they were fi red 
from. 

Local Anti-Gun Violence Media Campaigns - To help communities send a 
strong message to combat gun crime and violence. the initiative funds 
matching grants to support local media campaign highlighting penalties 
for breaking gun la\\ s. proper storage of fi rearms and preventing child 
access. 

Funding Innovative mart Gun Technology 
The accidental gun death rate for chi ld ren under 15 in the U .. is nine 
times higher than 25 other industrialized nations combined. To help 
prevent accidental gun death and injuries of children who obtain access to 
guns, gun theft, and other unauthorized uses. the President com mined to 
fund the expansion, testing and replication of" mart'' gu11 technologies. 
These state-of-the-art gun safety precautions can limit a gun ,s use to its 
adult owner or other authorized users. 

Passing Common ense Gun Legislation 
In addition to pressing the Congress to pass his aggressive gun 
enforcement budget to give communities more and better tools to fight gun 
crime. President Clinton urged the Congress to make passage of pending 
common sense gun safety measures the first order of legislati ve business. 
Among the reform he called on the Congress to enact inc lude: closing the 
gun show loophole by requiring background checks and records at gun shows; 
requiring child safety locks for handguns sold; banning the importation of 
large capacity ammunition magazines; and banning violent j uveni les from 
owning guns for life. 

OPENING EW MARK ET 

The New Markets Initiative 
The United States is currently in the midst of the longest peacetime 
expansion in its history. The strength and duration of th is expansion has 
helped bring economic opportun ity to millions of people once cut off from 
the economic mainstream. But too many urban and ru ral areas have not 



participated in this gro\\th. ·1 hese areas have tremendous potential as e" 
Markets. The President .s expanded 'e" Markets initiative "ill spur 22 
billion in new capital investment in businesses in these economically 
distressed areas through a package of tax credits and loan guarantee . 
The package includes the follo,\ing components: 

More Than Doubling the 'cw Markets Tax Credit -- The President proposes lo 
more than double the ew Markel tax credit to spur $1 5 billion dollars in 
new investment in community development in economically distre sed areas. 
An entity making new equity investments in a selected community 
development project ,..,ould be eligible for a tax credit worth 25 percent of 
the cost of the investment. A variety of vehicles providing equity and 
credit to businesses in underserved areas would be el igible. The total 
cost of the tax credits amounts to about 5 billion over l O years. 

Expanded Empowerment Zone rax Incentives - These ta'X credits will extend 
and improve economic growth in the 31 existing urban and rural Empo"ermcnt 
Zones, administered by I IUD and U DA. and upport a third round of 10 ne,\ 
empowerment zones to be designated in 200 I. The total cost of these 
proposals will be $4.4 billion over IO years. 

America .s Private Investment Companies (APICs) - Modeled after the 
Overseas Private lnve tment Corporation .s (OPIC) successfu l investment 
fund program, APICs would provide guaranteed debt to private investment 
companies, licensed by IIUD. lo help leverage private equ ity capital and 
lower the cost of capital for investments in low- and moderate-income 
communities. For every dollar that private investors provide. the 
government will guarantee two dollars in debt to expand the APIC .s pool of 
capital avai lable for making investments and enhance the return on those 
investments to the private investors. APJCs will make equity investments 
in larger businesses that are expanding or relocating in inner cities and 
rural areas. 

New Market Venture Capital Firms (NMVCs) ) The President is asking for 
$51.7 million in his 2001 budget to allow BA to match equity inve lmcnt 
and technical assistance funds to finance I 0-20 new investment 
partnerships ) New Markets Venture Capital Firms -- selected to provide 
both long-term growth capital and expert guidance to entrepreneur who 
need both in order to transform Lheir small businesses and great ideas 
into thriving companies. 

Other Elements of New Market - Other elements include: increasing the 
funding for BA ,s microenterprise lending program; creating PRJM E-- a 
program providing technical assistance to low-income entrepreneurs; 
boosting CDFI funding; expanding support for BusinessLINC to encourage 
large businesses to work with small businesses in new markets; and 
establishing a New Markets Un iversity Partnerships pilot project" hich, 
under the auspices of HUD. would provide Universitjes , ith funding to 
develop local community partnerships. assistance to intermediaries, and 
technical and business development assistance to new and existing firms. 
In addition, to better serve Native American communities. the President 
will provide additional funding to expand the New Markets in itiative to 
Indian Country. 



Delta Initiative 
In the Mississippi Delta. povcrt) remains at 175 percent of the national 
average. ·1 he President has proposed the creation of a ne," Delta Regional 
Authority. modeled afler the successful Appalachian Regional ommission. 
to bring the resources of a Federal-State partnership to the fight for 
economic growth in the region. This partnership will help bring the 
infrastructure and job tra ining needed to make the Nation's prosperity a 
real ity in the Delta. 

ative Americon Initiative 
In order to better serve Native American communities in this m illcnnium 
and to honor the federal government .s trust responsibility to tribes. the 
President .s budget includes an increase of SI .2 billion o,er Fiscal Year 
2000 for key ne\\ and existing programs assisting ative American~ and 
Indian reservations. Thi initiative brings together several agencies in 
order to address the needs of ative American communities 
comprehensively. 'ome of the highlights of this initiative include: $300 
million for Bureau of Indian Affairs school construction and repair; $349 
million through the Department of Transportation for roads in Indian 
Country; $650 million to provide rental and homeo\,\-nership assistance 
through the Department of I lousing and Urban Development (HUD): and $2.6 
bil lion for the Indian Health ervice. Other key components of the ative 
American initiative include: " cw Markets" economic development 
initiatives such as funding to create ative American mall Business 
Development Centers at the mall Business Administration: funding to 
create a ative American Economic Development J\cces Center al HUD; 
addressing the "digital divide" by creating a new program, in conjunction 
with the tribal colleges. to encourage Native J\mericans to enter 
information technology lields; funding 500 new Native American school 
administrators: increased funding for tribal colleges; $49 million to fund 
technology, in frastructure, planning. and public works projects al the 
Economic Development Administration; and increased funding of $ I 03 million 
for the third year of the joint Department of Justice/Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Law Enforcement initiative. 

' trcngthening the Fann afety et 
As the President has noted on numerous occasions since its passage, the 
1996 Fann Bill fai ls to provide America ,s farmers with an adequate safet) 
net. As prices have remained depressed for the past two }ears, the 
Federal government has provided over $ 15 billion in emergency assistance. 
ln order to provide American farmers and ranchers with the critical 
assistance that they need and deserve. the President ,s budget includes $1 1 
billion to strengthen the farm safety net until the next farm bill in 
2002. with three key components: conservation, supplemental income 
assistance, and crop insurance. The budget includes for FY 200 I: 

u$ I .3 billion to help family farmers take steps to protect water qualit) 
and the environment and to preserve fann land. including $600 million for a 
new conservation security program that will assist fanners "'ho voluntarily 
adopt comprehensive plans to curb erosion and protect water supplies from 
pesticide and nutrient runoff. 
u$3. I billion for a new targeted supplemental income assistance program 
that will provide payments to producers whose fann revenue fa lls more than 
92 percent below its 5-year average. 



uS640 million to subsidile the cost of crop insurance premium<;, to allo" 
farmers to purchase higher levels of coverage than arc included in the 
basic catastrophic coverage. 

From Digital Divide to Digital Opportunity 
Access to computers and the Internet and the ability to use this 
technology effectively arc becoming increasingly important for full 
participation in America ,s economic. social and political life. 
Unfortunately. there is strong evidence of a "digital divide" -- unequal 
access to technology by income. education level. race, and geograph). In 
1998. those with a college degree were more than eight times more likely 
to have a computer at home and nearly sixteen times as likely to have home 
Internet access as those with an elementary school education. And the gap 
is widening. This growing divide also cleaves our community along income. 
ethnic, and geographic lines, with affluent, white, and urban/suburban 
households enjoying better computer and Internet access than their 
A frican-/\merican. I fispanic, less affluent and more rural counterparts. To 
address th is troubling trend. the President will shortly unvei l a 
comprehensive program that relics on all levels of government working in 
partnership ,, ith the private sector and non-profit organizations and also 
will lead high-tech executives and others on a e, Markets tour focused on 
closing the Digital Divide. 

GLOBAL Cl IA GE A D AMERJCA LEADER I IIP 

Benefits of Expanding International Trade 
Trade has been crucial to American prosperity. ince World War II. as the 
U. . has led eight separate rounds of multilateral trade negotiations and 
signed hundreds of trade agreements. global trade has increased 15-fo ld. 
contributing to the mo t rapid. sustained economic growth ever recorded. 
Real production in the United tales is up 5-fold and real average 
American per capita income is up 3-fold over this period. till. there 
remains much work to be done. Ninety-six percent of the \\Orld .s consumer., 
live ouLSidc the U . many in countries that are only now achieving the 
means to become signi ficant purchasers of American products. 

f orging a New Consensus on Trade 
American leadership over the last 50 years has helped deve lop a world 
trading system in which the United States is now the world's largest 
exporter and importer with over $2 trillion worth of goods and services in 
trade each year. Since the creation of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade in 1948. Democratic and Republican Administrations, working in 
partnership with Congress, have concluded eight negotiat ing Rounds, 
opening markets for American goods, and helping advance basic principles 
of rule of law. transparency, and fair play in the world economy. Most 
recently. since the conc lusion of the Uruguay Round in 1994, a more open 
world economy has helped American exports to rise by well over 200 
billion. This has contributed significantly to the rapid economic groW1h 
we have enjoyed over the past five years, and the continuation of the 
longest peacetime expansion in America's history. At the same time. it 
has helped us to gain high-skill, high-wage jobs, reverse a 20-year period 
of decline in wages. and in fact increase wages by 6% in real terms. 
Nevertheless, as President Clinton has said, we need to build a new 
consensus on trade by putting a human face on the global economy. The 



rive years since the WTO was founded a the successor to the General 
Agreement on TarifTs and Trade (GA TT) have revealed areas \vhere the 
institution can be further strengthened in th is regard -- including 
greater transparency. a greater role in addressing workers . concerns about 
globali,.ation through the establishment of a Working Group on Trade and 
Labor, and a commitment to sustainable developmenL including protection 
of the environment. as enshrined in the WTO ,s Preamble. 

Trade Agreements Enforcement Initiative 
The President is committed to en uring that trade is free and fai r and 
that American companies and workers benefit fully from our bilateral and 
multilateral trade agreements. I le is proposing in FY 200 I that the 
Department of Commerce and related agencies have the resource. necessary 
to monitor and enforce international trade agreements. 

Child Labor 
In his 1999 State of the Union address. Pre~ident Clinton pledged: "fW]c 
will lead the international community to conclude a treaty to ban abusive 
child labor everywhere in the world." In June. he spoke to the ILO 
before it adopted the new convention and in December. with Senate advice 
and consent. he signed the convention on behalf of the United States. 

ow we must do more to help countries around the world make the convention , 
s aspirations a reality, bringing education -- not hard labor -- to 
millions of children and preventing the loss of future generations of 
youth to abusive work. In the last two budgets, the United States became 
the world ,s largest contributor to the ILO ,s International Programme for 
the Elimination of Child Labor (IPEC). l'his year, the President proposes 
to expand support for international efTorts to eliminate child labor. 

African Gro" th and Opportunity Act 
In the late of the Union, President Clinton called upon Congress to pass 
the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), an important and 
groundbreaking piece of legislation.\,\ hich recognizes African countries , 
efTorts to institute sound economic policies and refonn. The House and 

cnate passed different versions of the legislation last year. The 
philosophy of the legislation is simple: America stands ready to help 
those African countries that undertake difficult reforms to bui ld a better 
future. Effective aid, combined with strong reform and increased trade 
and .investment. will help bring Africa into the global economy and create 
ne\ markets for U .. exports. American businesses. farmers, and \vorkcrs 
all stand to benefit from expanding our trade with one of the largest 
underdeveloped markets in the world . 

Caribbean Basin Trade Initiative 
The President wil I work , ith Congress toward swift passage of legislation 
expanding our Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) trading relationship\\ ith 
Caribbean and Central American countries. As part of a package including 
the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, the Senate passed legislation last 
fall similar to that which the Administration has proposed. The President . 
s CBI enhancement legislation will create opportunities for American 
companies and workers as it prov ides enhanced market access and economic 
stimulus for countries devastated by Hurricane Mitch. The Administration 
is strongly committed to conclude. by 2005, negotiations for a Free Trade 
Area of the Americas. which wi ll expand U.S. export opportunities 



throughout Latin America. and views CBI enhancemcnl as a user ul bridge to 
this initiative. 

Promoting Democracy and Advancing l luman Rights 
Promoting democracy and advancing human rights hac; been a central priority 
of the Cl inton-Gore Administration .s foreign policy, one that he will 
again stress in his State of the Union addre s. Over the past seven 
years. the Clinton Administration has succeeded in ending bloodshed and 
reducing tensions in the Middle l:.ast. orthcrn Ireland. East Timor, 
Bosnia. Kosovo, Haiti. Sierra Leone and elsev,here has offered ne\\ hope for 
peace. democracy and prosperit). This )ear the Pre ident "ill reamnn 
his commitment to advance this cause b) calling for continued support for 
his efforts to broker peace, promote democracy. protect human rights. 
defend religious freedom, and fully fund our diplomacy. 

Leading the Global Campaign Against AIDS and Other Deadly Diseases 
Although much progress has been made in the tight against /\ IID and other 
deadly diseases. much more still needs to be done. To that end. President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore have stepped up the international bat1le 
to prevent. treat. and search for a cure for AID ·, which has 
disproportionately afflicted our poorest nation . The r-Y200 I budget that 
the President will send to Congress next month calls for an additional 
S 100 million investment in AID prevention, care, public health 
in frastructurc, and education in the African and Asian countries that have 
been hit the hardest by the disease. Vice President Gore announced this 
additional funding during an address to the UN ecurity Council in earl} 
January. The President has also called for a ne,\ tax credit for sales of 
vaccines for malaria. tuberculosis. and AID to accelerate the development 
of these vaccines, creating an incentive for the pharmaceutical industry 
to invest in the development of vaccines for poor countries, which ofien 
cannot afford to buy the vaccines they need. This would build upon a 
proposed $50 million investment in the vaccine purcha e fund of the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and lmmuni/.alion. finally, the President will call 
upon the World Bank and other mu ltilateral development banks to dedicate 
an additional. $400 mi ll ion to $900 million annually of their 
low-interest-rate loans to expand immunization, prevent and treat common 
diseases, and build sound del ivery systems for other basic health 
services. 

U .. -China Trade Agreement 
Under the terms of the agreement, China has agreed to grant the United 
States significant new access to its rapidly growing market of over one 
billion people, while we have agreed simply to maintain the market access 
policies we already apply to China by granting it permanent Normal Trade 
Relations ( 'TR). The agreement slashes Chinese tariffs on our goods. 
opens China .s markets to our services, and contains safeguards against 
unfair trading practices. The agreement also advances critical national 
security goals. WTO membership will spur China ,s economy, adding impetus 
to reforms there; introduce China to global economic competition and 
accelerate a process that is removing the government from vast areas of 
the country ,s economic life; open China .s telecommunications market. 
including to Internet and satellite services, and thus expose China to 
information, ideas and debate from around the world; and oblige the 
government to publish laws and regulations and subject pertinent decisions 



to review of an international body. all of which" ill wengthcn the rule 
of law in China and increase the likelihood that it" ill play by global 
rules as well. Whi le WTO membership will not b} itself or overnight 
transform China ,s human rights record, it will move the country in the 
right direction. The United tate must grant China permanent NTR or risk 
ceding the full benefits of the agreement we negotiated to our Asian and 
European competitors. For all these reasons, the President will make 
passage of this hi~torie legislation a high priority in the coming )ear. 

Building Peace in the Middle E~t 
After days of intense negotiation at Wye Plantation in November I 998. 
President Clinton brokered an historic agreement bet\\eCn Israelis and 
Palest inians that strengthens Israel ,s security, expands the area of 
Palestinian control in the West Bank. and enhances economic opportunities 
for the Israeli and Palestinian people. And in December oflast year, 
President Clinton ended years of stalemate between yria and Israel by 
achieving a resumption of lsrad i-Syrian peace talks and hosting the 
highest level meeting ever between Israel and Syria after months of 
behind-the-scenes diplomacy. The United States has helped broker 
agreements between Israel and the Palestinians and between Israel and 
Jordan, and led the efforts toward a resumption of the Israel i- ·yrian 
talks. The United States has stood finn ly by those who have taken risks 
for peace. providing them "ith strong political. economic and material 
support; and demonstrated to the enemies of peace that violence and terror 
, ill not succeed in disrupting the peace proccs . At the same time, the 
United States has maintained its Jong-standing commitment to the security 
of Israel, strengthened its ties with Egypt and Jordan,, and built a new 
relationship with the Palestinian Authority and the Palestinian people. 

Bringing Peace to Northern Ireland 
President Clinton .s intensive diplomatic efforts helped achieve the 
landmark Good Friday Accord in April 1998. bringing new governing 
structures and a new era of cooperation to orthcm Ireland. And in 
December of last) ear. both sides made historic progress t0\\ ards 
implementation of the Accord. forming of an inclusive government in 

orthern Ireland, accepting the principle of consent with respect to any 
change in the territorial status of orthern Ireland. launching new 
institutions for North/South cooperation on the island. and taking the 
fi rst steps to address the decommissioning of paramilitary weapons. In 
his State of the Union address, President Clinton reaffirmed his support 
for full implementation of the agreement, so Northern Ireland can pursue a 
prosperous, democratic course, free of violence and terror. The United 
States will also continue to support the International Fund for Ireland. 
which promotes reconciliation through economic regeneration projects 
targeting disadvantaged Trish border counties and Northern Ireland. 

Reversing Ethnic Cleansing in Kosovo 
This past year, President Clinton led the ATO Alliance in a 79-day air 
war that expelled Serb forces from Kosovo and restored self-government to 
the province, ending a decade of repression and reversing lobodan 
Milosovic .s brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing. In the face of Allied 
unity, American military superiority, and strong Presidential leadership. 
the Serb dictator capitulated, withdrawing his troops and permitting 
international peacekeepers to secure the peace for returning refugees. 



The President is now committed to winning the peace.joining European 
leaders in strengthening democr-c1cy and civil society in Kosovo, enhancing 
economic development and regional integration through the tabilit) Pact. 
and supporting opposition with in • erbia to comple1c the democrati1.ation or 
the Balkans. 

Protecting Our Computer etworl..s from Cybcr Attack 
Jn his talc or the Un ion address, President Clinton reaffirmed his 
commitment to strengthen America .s defense against the emerging threats 
cyber terrorists pose to our critical in frastructure. computer systems. 
and net\\orks. Earlier this month. he launched the ational Plan for 
Information Systems Protection and announced new budget proposals to 
protect our computer networks from cyber attack, including $621 million to 
enhance federa l research and development in computer security: $50 million 
to create a ne, Institute for Information Infrastructure Protection: $25 
million to recruit, train and retain federal information technology 
experts; and $10 mill ion to design a Federal Intrusion Detection Network 
(FIDNET) which alerts the foderal government to cyber attacks. President 
Clinton has increased funding on critical infrastructure substantially 
over the past three years, including a 16% increase in the FY200 I budget 
proposal to $2.03 bi llion. He has also developed and fonded new 
initiatives to defend the nation .s computer systems from cyber attack. To 
jumpstart the FYO I program initiatives. the President will also propose a 
$9 million supplemental this spring. 

Combating International Crime 
In his State or the Union address, President Clinton high lighted new 
measures to combat international money laundering, wh ich faci litates 
illegal money flows, fosters corruption, and underm ines democracy. 
Combating international money laundering has become an increasingly 
important issue for the United States. The last decade has seen an 
explosive pro Ii reration or ofTshore banking centers that facilitate 
international criminal money flows. This proliferation also works against 
U .. developmental goals by allowing easy placement of funds obtained from 
official corruption. There is al o a growing concern that these offshore 
centers can contribute to significant financial destabilization, by 
providing new avenues for unregulated capital night and new opportunities 
for financial management entities incorporated in these jurisdictions to 
take advantage of the absence of supervisory authorities to engage in 
activities that would be prohibited in the United States. 

Aiding Colombia to Fight Drugs and trengthen Democracy 
Eighty percent of the cocaine entering the U.S. is either processed, 
transported, or grown in Colombia. For the first time in years, a ne\, 
administration, led by President Andres Pastrana, is taking the tough 
steps necessary to crack down both on narcotics traffickers and human 
rights violators. The President recently announced his support for a bold 
new plan developed by President Pastrana to both stem the tide of dmgs 
entering the Uni ted tatcs and to strengthen the Colombian economy and 
democracy. To assist the Colombians in this effort, the President has 
proposed a total of $1.6 billion in funding over two years to help fight 
narcotics trafficking, provide economic alternatives for Colombian farmers 
who now grow coca and poppy plants, improve the judicial system. increase 
the protection of human rights, and crack down on money laundering. A 



portion of the investment will go lo help train and equip special 
counter-narcotics batta lions and to improve rhe Colombian capability to 
interdict traffickers by improving radar, aircraft. airfields, and 
intelligence-gathering equipment. ·1 he Administration will also propose 
$95 mi llion Lo purchase equipment to enable the Colombian 'ational Police 
to eradicate more coca and poppy fields. and $93 million for ne\, programs 
to help the judicial system and promote the peace process. Most of the 
effort will be financed from the Colombian government's o,"n resources. 
The aid from the United tales i e:-.pected to be supplemented by 
multilateral agencies and our all ies. 

International Debt Relief 
At their ummit last June. G-7 leaders endorsed a new initiative 
spearheaded by the President to enable Heavi ly Indebted Poor Countries 
(I II PCs) to receive deeper, broader and faster debt rel ief. Under the 
so-called Cologne In itiative. intemationaJ fmancial institution!> arc 
developing a new framework for linking debt relief with poverty 
reduction. ·1 he goal is to boost resources for priority social 
expenditures. including health. child survival. AID prevention and 
education. as well a::, improve transparency in government budgeting and 
consultation with civil society in the development and implementation of 
economic programs. Together with earlier debt relief commitments. the 
Cologne Initiative provides for reduction of up to 70 percent of the total 
debts for these countries. decreasing the stock of debt from about $127 
billion today to as low as $37 billion" ith the cancellation of official 
development assistance (ODA) debt by G-7 and ocher bilateral credicors. 
As part of the initiative. the President announced in eptember that the 
U . . would seek to wri te off all of the $5.7 billion it is owed by a many 
as 36 heavily indebted poor countries. Last fa ll, Congress passed part of 
the funding and authority necessary for the United State ,s full 
participation in the initiative, and the President is seeking approval of 
the remainder this year. 

Lead ing the Way in Global Non-Proli feration 
The Clinton-Gore Administration has led the effort 10 reduce the 
international threat of weapons of mass destruction. Over the past six 
years, the Administration has made unprecedented progress in curbing the 
proliferation of nuc lear. chemical and biological weapons and the missiles 
that deliver them. in reducing the dangerous legacy of Cold War weapons' 
stockpi les and in promoting responsible conventional arms transfer 
policies. President Clinton was the first world leader to sign the 
Comprehensive Test Dan Treaty (CTBT) and has proposed a bipartisan 
dialogue this year to build a consensus that will lead to its eve111rual 
ratification. The United States has also ratified the Chemical Weapons 
Convention and i working to strengthen the 1972 treaty outlawing 
biological "capons and to achieve a positive on-Proliferation Treat) 
Review Conference. 

trcngthening Mi litary Readiness 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore have remained commined to 
ensuring that America .s military remains the best-equipped, best-trained 
and best-prepared fighting force in the world. ready to face the 
continuing challenges posed by the post-Cold War world and the challenges 
of a new century. He has matched new commitments with new resources, 



requesting and receiving from Congre c; billions in additional defense 
spending in 1999. reversing declines that began a decade ago. The FY2000 
budget proposed a !.i,-year increase of $ ) 128 for military readiness and 
modernization through a combination of new spending and budgetary savings. 
assuring the fi rst sustained real (afier in nation) increase for defense 
spending in over a decade. This plan increased military pay by the 
largest percentage since the early I 980s, and increased the 20-year 
retirement benefit from 40% to 50% of average base pay over the last three 
years of service. The President ,s 200 I Defense budget builds on this plan. 
ensuring military readiness remains first-rate for years to come. 
Moreover. significant increases arc proposed for weapons moderni/ation to 
guarantee the continued technological superiority of U . . forces. 

Rl-., PO 1 IBILITY. OPPORTU ITV A D Tl IEE VIROi ME T 

Lands Legacy 
To meet the conservation challenges of a new century. President Cl inton is 
proposing a new category of dedicated, discretionary funding to pro1ec1 
America ,s land. coastal and wi ldlife resources. Jn FY 2000, the President 
secured $652 mill ion for Lands Legacy. a 42 percent increase. For FY 
200 I, the President is proposing another substantial increase and creation 
of a new budget category to preserve this higher level of funding in 
fun1rc years. The proposed FY 200 I fund ing would dramatically increase 
support for state, local and tribal efforts to protect farmland, forests. 
urban parks and other local green spaces. lt also would provide 
signi ficant increases for federa l, state. local and tribal e fforts to 
protect ocean and coastal resources. In addition, Lands Legacy would 
supported federal protection of natura l and historic lands across the 
country, with priorities including Civil War battlefields. the Florida 
Everglades. the Mojave Desert. and cw England forests and wildlife 
refuges. 

Climate Change 
Against a backdrop of growing cientific consensus that Lhe Earth is 
warming -- and that human activity is at least partly 10 blame -- the 
President is proposing a series of ne, initiatives to address global 
climate change. The President .s FY 200 I budget will propose a new effort 
lo accelerate the development and deployment of clean energy technologies 
in developing countries; increased funding for the research and 
development of bio-bascd technologies that use crops. trees and 
agricultural waste to make fuels and products: and start-up funding for a 
Clean Air Partnership Fund to support state and local efforts that achieve 
early reductions in both greenhouse gas emissions and ground-level air 
pollutants. Other clements of the Administration .s climate change 
strategy include continued increases in both investments and tax 
incentives to spur the development and deployment of clean energy 
technologies and energy-efficient cars. homes. and appliances: cuning 
energy use by the Federal government; working with Congress to re\\ard 
companies taking early, voluntary action to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions; restructuring the electricity industry; and continued 
diplomatic efforts to fill in key details of the Kyoto Protocol and secure 
more meaningful participation by key developing countries in the fight 
against global warming. 



Tax credits for energy-ctlicicnt cars, homes and appliances 
Cars and light trucks (including min ivans, spore utilities, and pickups) 
currently account for 20 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. The 
President ,s FY 200 I budget will propose tax incentives to he lp curb these 
emissions by moving advanced technologies for electric, fuel cell. and 
hybrid vehicles from the laboratory to the highway. Tax credit~ would be 
offered fo r the purchase of qualifying hybrid vehicles from 2003 through 
2006: and the current tax credit for electric vehicles and fuel cell 
vehicles would be extended through 2006. The President also is proposing 
a tax credits fo r the purchase of cncrgy-eflicient homes: for solar energy 
systems: for the purchase of energy-efficient heating and cooling 
equipment; and for wind and biomass power. 

Clean Energy for the 2 1st Century 
Energy technology markets in developing countries arc projected to total 
$4 trillion to $5 trillion over the next 20 years. To accelerate the 
development and deployment of clean energy technologies around the " orld. 
President Clinton is proposing the Clean Energy for the 21st Century: 
International Initiat ive -- a multi-agency effon to encourage remove 
market barriers to clean energy technologies in developing and transition 
countries and to provide new incentives for clean energy technolog} 
innovation and export. This init iative, which builds on a set of 
recommendations by the President .s Committee of Advisors on , cience and 
Technology (PCA T). will create as much as $5 billion in nc,\ export 
revenue fo r U.S. companies and up to 100.000 new U .. jobs. and ,,ill 
assist developing countries in powering their economic development\\ hile 
fighting air pollution and climate change. 

Livable Communities 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore are proposing to strengthen the 
Livable Communities initiative, which expands the choices available Lo 
communities to help them grow in ways that ensure a high qua]it} of li fe 
and strong, sustainable economic growth. The Administration .s FY 2001 
budget will propose record funding for public transit and other programs 
to ease traffic congestion while reducing air poll ution; matching grants 
to help neighboring communities develop collaborative "smart growth" 
strategies; and funding to provide communities with new information tools, 
and improve public safety by sharing crime data. The Administration also 
will propose tax credits for Better America Bonds. a new financing tool 
generating billions in bond authority for investments by state. local and 
tribal governments to preserve green space, create or restore urban parks. 
protect water quality, and c lean up brownfields (abandoned indu!ttrial 
sites). By delivering tools and resources to the local level, where 
issues of growth management are most appropriately addressed. this 
initiative helps empower citizens to build more "livable communities" for 
the 21st century. 

Tl IE OPPORTU !TY A D RESPO SIBILITY OF SCIE 'CE A D TECI rNOLOGY 

Major New Investments in Science and Technology Re careh 
President Clinton n has announced that he will include a nearly $3 billion 
increase in the "Twenty-First Century Research fund" in his FY200 I budget. 
including a $1 billion increase in biomedical research at the ational 



Institutes ofl lcahh and double the largest dollar increase for the 
National ciencc Foundation in its 50 year history. These investments 
will ensure that science and technology wi ll continue to fuel economic 
growth and allow Americans to lead longer. health ier lives. The fund ing 
includes increased support in all scientific and engineering disciplines, 
including biomedical research. nanotechnology. infonnation technology. 
clean energy. and university-based research. The President's budget 
includes: 

$1 billion increa e in biomedical research at the ational Institutes of 
I lea Ith. The President ,s FY 200 I budget includes almost $19 billion, an 
increase of$ I bi llion over last year .s fund ing level. for biomedical 
research at the , ational lnstinncs of Health. In addition. the President 
will eliminate the delays in releasing $4 billion in research funds as 
required in last year ,s appropriations bill. This increase will support 
research in areas such as diabetes. brain disorders. cancer. genetic 
medicine. disease prevention strategics, and development of an AID 
vaccine. 1t '"ill also help researchers complete in the near future a 
first draft of the entire human genome -- the very blueprint of life. 
fhis and other '"ise investments in science are leading to a revolution in 
our ability to detect, treat, and prevent disease. If Congress passes the 
President .s proposal, fond ing for IH will increase by over 80 percent ) 
nearly twice what the IH budget was when President Clinton came into 
oflice. 

A new $495 million 1ational anotcchnolog, Initiative. anotechnology -
the ability to 
manipulate individual atoms and molecules - could revolutionize the 2 1st 
century in the same " ay that the transistor did the 20th. Increased 
investments in nanotechnology could lead to breakthroughs such as 
molecular computers that can store Lhe conLenL'> of the Library of Congress 
in a device the si/e of a sugar cube. and new materials ten times stronger 
than steel and a fraction of the weight. 

A $675 million increase in the ational ciencc Foundation -- double the 
largest dollar 
increase in N F ,s history. This increase will boost university-based 
research and ensure balanced support for all science and engineering 
disciplines. N F accounts for half of all non-health. university-based 
research. 

An almost $600 million increase in information technology research. This 
increase in 
infonnation technology research could lead to advances such as high-speed 
wireless networks that can bring distance learning and telemedicine to 
isolated rural areas; and supercomputers that can more accurately predict 
tornadoes and hurricanes and more rapidly develop life-saving drugs. 

Protecting Americans' Personal Privacy 
As in formation technology transforms our government and our economy, a 
growing challenge is how to gain the benefits from the new technology 
while preserving one of our oldest values "privacy" in a variety of 
di ffercnt se1tings: 



Medical Records: This year tht: Clinton-Gore Administration \\ ill is~ue 
historic. final rules that will legally guarantee the ke) privacy 
protections: notice of data uses: consent before records are used for 
non-medical purpose ·: patient access to records; proper sccurit}' : and 
effective enforcement. President Clinton also will support legi~lation to 
expand the scope and enforcement of those rules 

.Financial Information: Financial modernization legislation signed b) 
President Clinton last year included important pri vacy protections. but 
more needs to be done. This year, the President will seek funher 
protections. includ ing consumer choice before financial firms can share 
their in formation within u corporate family. 

Genetic Jnfonnation: As the human genome project nears completion. 
genetic testing and infonnation wi ll be increasingly common to he lp 
predict, prevent. and treat diseases. However. there are rea l concerns 
that as th is information becomes increasingly common that it will be used 
not to promote health in a protected manner. but wi ll be used as a basis 
for discrimination. There are already examples of emplo)er using this 
type of infonnation as a basis not to hire or promote individuals and 
studies arc showing that Americans fear that this in fonnat ion \\ ill be 
misused. The President will stress the need for strong action on this 
issue. 

On-line: 1n the on-line world. the Clinton-Gore Administration has 
encouraged self-regulatory efforts by industry to address privacy issues 
posed by emerging technologies and will work with consumers, industry. and 
interested public officials to explore how best to address the growing 
practice of building detailed profiles of every action consumers take 
online. 

COMMU ITY 

ervice And Philanthropy 

/\meriCorps and Encouraging Community Service 
Since the start of his Administration, the President has encouraged and 
faci litated community service. Over 150,000 young people have 
participated in AmeriCorps -- they have helped to immunize more than a 
million people; taught, tutored or mentored 4.4 mi ll ion children; helped 
build some 11 ,000 homes; and trnly sparked a new spirit of public 
engagement acros. the land. The President ,s budget includes over $850 
million for the Corporation for ational Service. This increase of nearl) 
$120 mill ion keeps AmeriCorps on track for the President ,s goal of I 00,000 
members each year by the year 2004. The budget will also ind ude a new 
"AmeriCorps Reserves" program, modeled after the military reserves, and 
designed to engage former Corps members in times of need. The budget also 
includes $15.5 million in new initiatives that reward innovations in youth 
service. as well as additional resources to encourage service by senior 
citizens, and to engage students in service through a new "Community 
Coaches'' program. 

Increasing Involvement of Interfaith Partnerships and Community 



Organizations 
Already many faith and community-based organi,.ations partner \\ith 
government lo help our nation .s familie . but the President and Vice 
President believe we should do more. and their budget proposes to increase 
the involvement of interfaith and community-based organizations in after 
school, housing. community development. criminal justice. welfare reform, 
teen pregnancy prevention, and juveni le justice programs. consistent with 
the constitutional line between church and state. 

Increasing Charitable Giving 
In his State of the Union riddrcss and his new budget. President Cl inton 
today wi ll unveil a package of new tax proposals Lo encourage 
phi lanthropy. First. he will propose allowing nonilemizers to take;: a tax 
deduction for charitable giving. ccond, he will propose new rules to 
make it easier for charitable foundations to make gifts in ti mes of need. 
/\nd third. he will propo e making it easier for individuals to donate 
appreciated assets like ccurities and real property. Last October, the 
President and rirst Lady convened the first-ever White House Conference on 
Philanthropy. The conference highlighted the unique American tradition of 
charitable giving. and emphasized that at a moment of great prosperity. ,, e 
must preserve and expand this tradition. These proposals ,, ill help do 
j ust that 

One America 

Civil Rights Enforcement 
President Clinton ,s FY 2001 budget proposes a significant increase for 
civil rights enforcement to help ensure equal opportunity for all 
Americans. These funds will help to ensure that no American is 
discriminated against al ,,.ork, a home. or in school. The President ,s 
budget request of$698 mi llion for civil rights enforcement agencies 
represents a $81 million, or 13 percent increase. over last year's funding 
levels of$617 million. Highlights of the President ,s package include: 
(I ) $98 million Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice -- a 
20 percent increase over the 2000 enacted level -- to expand 
investigations and prosecutions of criminal civil rights cases (including 
hate crimes and police misconduct), promote compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (/\D/\), and review redistrict ing plans; (2) $322 
mi ll ion for the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) -- an 
increase of 15 percent over the 2000 enacted level --to support the 
agency's effo rt to reduce the backlog of private sector cases to 28.000 by 
the end of2001; (3) $76 million for Department of Labor's Office of 
Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) - an increase of 4 percent 
over the 2000 enacted level --to expand the compliance assistance strategy 
to encourage Federal contractor compliance through increased outreach. 
education, and technical assistance. including providing contractors with 
the necessary tools to evaluate their equal employment practices; (4) $50 
million for Department of Housing and Urban Development's (I IUD) fair 
housing efforts -- an increase of 14 percent over the 2000 enacted level 
-- to reduce housing discrimination, including funding for the final year 
of a three-year audit-ba ed enforcement initiative and training for 
housing providers to ensure that individuals with disabilities have access 
to housing. 



The Employment Non-Discrimination Act ("E DA ") 
This bill would outlaw discrimination in hiring. fi ring, and promotions 
based on sexual oricnt.ation. It is designed to protect the rights of all 
Americans to participate in the job market without fear of unfair 
discrimination. The Act provides an exemption for small businesses. the 
Armed Forces. and religious organizations, including schools and other 
educational institutions that arc substantially controlled or supported by 
religious organizations. The bill specifically prohibits preferential 
treatment on the basis of sexual orientation. including quotas. President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore are the fi rst President and Vice President 
ever to back civil rights legislation for ga) s and lesbians. President 
Clinton originally announced his support for the legislation in October 
1995. 

The I late Crimes Prevention Act 
The President has urged Congress to pass. as one of its first orders of 
business. the Hate Crimes Prevention Act. which \\Ould strengthen the 
existing federal hate crimes law by expanding the situations in which the 
Department of Justice can prosecute defendants for violent crimes ba ed on 
race. color. religion. or national origin. fu rther, it would e:-.pand 
existing law to cover cases of hate crimes based on sexual orientation. 
gender, or disability. The President ,s budget includes $20 mill ion for 
training for federal. state, and local law enforcement to prevent and 
respond to hate crimes, and to promote police integrity. 

English literacy/Civics Initiative 
Like generations of immigrants past, today ,s immigrants arc driven by a 
dream -- and to achieve that dream, they seek to learn the ways of this 
land and become full participants in American society. To th is end, 
President Clinton is proposing an increase for the English Language/Civics 
Initiative an innovative program to help states and communities provide 
limited English proficient (Ll~P) individuals with expanded access to 
high-quality English-language instruction linked to civics and life ski lls 
instruction, inc luding understanding and navigating the U.S. government 
system, the public education system, the workplace, and other key 
institutions of American life. This important initiative is a powerful 
tool in building a stronger American community. For FY 2001, the 
Administration ,s budget request $75 million for this initiative. a nearly 
$50 million increase from PY 2000 enacted level. 

Fairness to Immigrant Families 
The Administration is committed to improving the way the Immigration and 

aturali.zation ervice (£NS) conducts its business. particularly the 
naturalization proces that be tows United tates citizenship. The 
Administration's FY 200 I budget provides additional funds to I to 
improve the naturalization process and reduce the application backlogs and 
to expand the process to ensure that all immigration benefits and services 
are provided in a fair. efficient, and timely manner. Furthermore, the 
Administration \\ ill continue to urge Congress to pass legislation that 
provides fairness for immigrant families by resrructuring the I S; 
approving the Administration ,s proposal to support the process of 
democratization and stabi lization now underway in Central American and 
Haiti by ensuring equitable treatment for migrants from these countries; 
and changing the registry date to pcnnit long-term migrants to adjust 



their status. 

GOVERNME TAL AND POLITICAL REFORM 

Enact 0ipartisan Campaign Finance Reform 
The President and the Vice President remain committed to t11e enactment of 
bipartisan campaign finance reform. Last year. the I louse of 
Representatives passed bipartisan reform. Tonight the Presidem is 
challenging the Senate to follow suit and enact real reform early this 
year. Acceptable campaign finance reform legislation must meet five 
criteria: I) it must be bipartisan: 2) it must be comprehensive: 3) it 
must reduce the amount of money that is raised and spent on federal 
elections: 4) it must help level the playing field bct" ecn challengers and 
incumbents; and 5) it cannot favor one part) over the other. 

Reinventing Government 
Three months into our Administration. the Vice President took charge of 
our reinvcniing government initiative. Seven years later. the government 
is the smallest it .s been in nearly 40 years -- over 350,000 fewer 
employees. And it .s focused on giving Americans customer service equal to the best in 
business by gelling results they care about. We .re tossing aside outdated 
bureaucratic binders and red tape that too often kept us from making a 
real difference in people .s lives. But th is is not j ust another exercise 
in "good government" -- our goal is nothing short of restoring the 
American people .s trust in their government. When we started. onl} 21 % of 
the American people trusted government to do the right thing all or most 
of the time -- down from 76% under President Kennedy. Today, that figure 
is back up to 40% -- a dramatic turnaround. But it .s not nearl) good 
enough. And we won .t rest until "change" and "customer service" become a 
permanent part of the landscape and a majority of Americans trust their 
government again. 

### 

Tl IE CLINTON~GORE ECONOMIC RECORD: 
STRO GA D SUSTA1 ED ECONOMIC GROWTH 
January 27. 2000 

Today ,s Economic Data Shows That the Economy Grew 4.2 Percent in 1999 -­
the Fourth Consecutive Year of 4+ Percent Growth. Today, the Commerce 
Department announced that its advanced estimate of GDP growth in the 
fourth quarter was 5.8 percent. This brings growth in 1999 to 4.2 percent 
-- the fourth consecutive year of 4+ percent growth. This is the longest 
period of 4+ percent growth since the early 1960s. At the same time. 
America has created more than 20 million new jobs since President Clinton 
came into office, enjoys the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years. and the 
lowest underlying core rate of inflation in over 35 years. 

STRO G GROWTH WlTH VIRTUALLY NONEXISTENTINFLATIO 



u 4.2 Percent GDP Growth In 1999. GDP growth in lhe fourth quarter was 
5.8 percent. This brings the grO\\ th rate for the four quarters of 1999 to 
4.2 percent -- the fourth year in a row of 4+ percent growth for the first 
time since the early 1960s. Since the beginning of the Clinton 
Administration, the economy has grown at a 3.9 percent annual rate -­
compared to 1.7 percent under President Bush and 2.8 percent during the 
Reagan-Bush years. 

u 5.3 Percent Private- ector Grov,th In the Fourth Quarter. In the fourth 
quarter. private-sector GDP growth \\3S up 5.3 percent. incc the 
beginning of the Clinton Administration. the private-sector of the economy 
has grown at a 4.4 percent annual rate -- compared to 2.9 percent during 
the Reagan-Bush years. 

u Longest and Strongest lnvcstmcnl On Record. For 1999. equipmenl and 
software investment gre,, 11.0 percent -- the seventh conc;ecuth e }ear of 
double digit growth on record. ince President Clinton has taken office, 
equipment and software investment has been faster -- 12.1 percent per year 
-- than any President on record (comparable invcstmenl data is available 
from 1959). 

u lnOation Js the Lowest It I las Been in 37 Years. In the fourth quarter, 
the GDP price index rose 2.0 percent at an annual rate. For 1999, the GDP 
price index grew only 1.4 percent. In the last two years, GDP inflation 
was lower than at any time since 1963. 

PRESIDE TCLI NTON , ECONOMIC GROWTII STRATEGY IS WO RK ING 

I. Maintaining Fiscal Discipline. In 1992, the budget deficit was $290 
bi llion -- the largest dollar deficit on record. In 1999. the budget 
surplus was $124 billion -- the largest dollar surplus ever. 
2. Investing in the American People. For seven years, the 
President has worked to make critical investments in our 
people that are vital to a strong economy. 
3. Opening Markets Abroad and Leading The Global Economy. 
The President remains committed to expanding foreign markets for 
American goods and services and enforcing 
trade laws to ensure that all countries play by the rules. 

### 
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Clinton Seeks $2 Billion for ct 
Access 
Bay Area moves ahead with plan to 
bridge 'd igital divide' 

David Lazarns. Chronicle taff Writer 

February 3. 2000 

After touring a Washington school's computer lab 
with the head of America Online, President Clinton 
proposed yesterday spending more than $2 bil lion to 
bridge the " digital divide." 

In San Francisco, meanwhile. a group of ii icon 
Valley business leaders forma lly unvcikd the 
"ClickStart" program, intended ultimately to provide 
Internet access to 9 million low-income households. 

A !though ClickStart is current!) a local private-sector 
initiative, a natiom, ide version of the program would 
be paid for in part by federal funds. 

As reported earlier by The Chronicle, Click tart is 
envisioned as a digital version of the 1935 Rural 
Electrificat ion Administration, which sought to 
provide power and telephone service to communities 
across the country. 

" Our big goal should be to make connection to the 
Internet a common as connection to telephones is 
today," Clinton told a gathering of students, teachers 
and high-tech executives at Ballou HigJ1 School in 
Washington. D.C. 

Whi le nearly all U.S. homes now have telephones, 



onl} about 3 percent of low-income households have 
Internet access. according to government statistics. 

Steve Case. the chief executive of AOL, warned that 
" too many people are being lefi behind" as 
informat ion technology changes society. 

"The real question that ¼e foce today is whether the 
Internet is going to widen that gap or close it." he 
said. 

Clearly. the Clinton administration has decided that 
the 1et should be at the forefront of cffons to 
narrow the divide. 

Yesterday, the president proposed offering 
companic $2 bill ion in tax breaks over IO years as 
an incentive to donate computer gear and sponsor 
"community technology centers." 

He also called for $150 million in federal funds to 
train teachers in use of the latest technology. and 
SI 00 mill ion to bring computers to low- income and 
rural communities. 

Clinton also is pushing for $50 mill ion to fund a 
partnership with the private sector to provide Net 
access to low-income families. This funding, if 
approved, most likely would be applied to a 
nationwide version of ClickStart. 

As it stands, Click tart is purely a Bay Area effort. 
with an Oakland nonprolit group. the Marcus A. 
Foster Educational 1nstitute. serving as the conduit 
for wiring low-income familic . 

Julie Henderson. executive director of the institute. 
said the lirst 25 households in the program received 
computers January 26 and that the next 25 will be 
selected by March 4. 

" They ""ere like kids in a candy store,'' she said of 
the fami lies that already have received equipment. 
They qualified for ClickStart by having an annual 
income of less than $25.000. 

FAMILIE PAY $5 A MO TH 

Each part icipating household pays $5 a month for 
top-of-the-line hardware and unlimited et access. 
which have been donated by PeoplePC, a San 
Francisco provider of low-cost computer systems. 

In an expanded. federally subsidized version of the 



program. participants '"ould continue to pay $5 in 
monthly fees" hile the government would provide 
approximately SI O per family to Internet service 
providers. Additional revenue would be generated b} 
selling online ads. 

'"The idea here is to make this as administrative!) 
light and as technologically flexible as possible," said 
Garrett Gruener. a venture capitalist at San 
r-rancisco's Alta Partners and founder of the Ask 
Jeeves l ntcrnct search service. 

Gruener is also one of the chief proponents of 
ClickStart. which grew out of a conversation 
between Clinton and Silicon Valley big" igs at a 
fund-raising dinner last October. 

Impressed by the executives' thoughts on universal 
Net access. Clinton asked them to draw up a plan. 
which Gruener and others presented to White I louse 
Chief of StafT John Podesta in December. 

OAKLA D PROGRAM A TRlAL 
RUN 

The Oakland program is viewed as a trial run for a 
national version of ClickStart - named after the 
HcadStart program for disadvantaged children. 

" The trends arc moving in our favor." Gruener said. 
··Internet access is becoming cheaper. The cost of 
hardware is becoming cheaper. The time is right." 

Wade Randlett, vice president of Red Gorilla, a San 
Francisco Internet startup. and a longtime technology 
adviser to Vice President Al Gore. said additional 
tech companies will be contacted about joining in a 
nationwide ClickStart initiative. 

He also said Republican Party leaders in Congress 
would be contacted soon to cultivate broader support 
for the plan . 

.. We certainly expect this to be a bipartisan efTort," 
Randlett said. 

HIGH-TECH HELP 

President Clinton's plan to bridge the " digital divide" 
calls for: 

-- $2 billion in 10- year tax incentives to encourage 
private-sector donations of computer gear. 



-- $1.50 million for training new teachers on ho\, lo 
use ne,, technologies. 

-- SIOO million to create 1,000 Communil) 
rechnology Centers in IO\'r-income urban and rural 
neighborhoods. 

-- $50 million for a pi lot program to expand home 
acces~ to computers and the Internet for low-income 
fam ilies. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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"BC-c Ii nton-internct-u pdate2 
Clinton Proposes $2.4 Bin Program for Internet Access (Update2) "By 
Jonathan Cox 
"c.2000 Bloomberg News 

(Adds company comment in third and sixth-ninth paragraphs.) 
Washington. Feb. 2 (Bloomberg) -- President Bill Clinton 

proposed a $2.4 billion program of tax incentives for companies and new or 
expanded U.S. spending aimed at increasing America's access to computers. 
the Internet and technology training. 

Clinton will ask Congress next week for $2 bi ll ion in tax 
incentives over IO years to encourage companies, such as Dell Computer 
Corp., to provide computers to underprivileged areas and sponsor community 
computer centers. He will seek $380 million for new or existing programs, 
doubling money for training new teachers to use technology and tripling 



funds lo build computing center!>. 
Additionally. he will seek $25 mill ion to speed deployment of 

high-speed Internet st:rvices Lo rural and poor urban communities and $10 
million lo prepare American Indians fo r info rmation technology jobs. 
Companies welcomed the proposals as a fi rst step and House Republicans 
vowed a carefu l rt:v iew in the Oudgct Comm iuee. 

" It would be a terrible irony of our time if these tools that 
are breaking down barriers all over the world ... build up new barriers 
simply because people don't have access," Clinton told students at Ballou 
High School in Washington. 

The budget proposal supports Clinton adminislration efforts to 
close a gap belween those with access to computers and the Internet. and 
those unable to buy a computer or pay for Internet access. Clinton has 
said that effort will be a primar) focus during his last year as 
president. 

Industry leaders said other government actions or larger 
incentives are needed to spur investment. Republicans in the Congress .... ill 
scrutinize the plan to avoid overspending the budget surplus. said a 
spokesman for House Speaker Dennis I lastcrt. 

Industry Response 
Gateway Inc., the No. 2 direct se ller of personal computers 

that's working with America Online Inc. and other companies to set up 
local computer centers. welcomed the incentives. " I laving said that. there 
arc even more powerful forces that could be brought to close thi 
divide," said Brad Shaw, a spokesman. Congres~ is considering legislation 
that would provide larger tax cred its for companies making 
Internet-related investments. 

Covad Communications Group Inc .. ,.,,hich provides high-speed 
Internet service over copper telephone lines, i~ ready to invest \\hen 
ol11er market conditions change. Chief Executive Robert Knowling said the 
Clinton in itiative could help some communities, though large regional 
phone companies such as Bell Atlantic Corp. and BellSouth Corp. must 
provide equal access to their lines before he could invest in such areas. 

U.S. Federal Communications Commission Chairman William Kennard 
must " force telephone companies to treat the ir competitors fairly," 
Knowl ing said. Until that happens rapid broadband deployment wi ll be 
hindered, he said. 

Tax. Credits 
As part of the $2 bi llion tax incentives. Clinton plans to 

extend until June 30, 2004. deductions that companies can claim when they 
donate computers to schools. libraries and community computing centers. 
The program. set to expi re this year, allows companies to deduct more than 
the cost of their donations. 

The proposal would allocate credits for S 16 million in 
corporate sponsorship in each of 31 regions known as empowerment zones, 
and provide $4 million in corporate sponsorships for each of the 80 
enterprise communities nationwide. 

To promote basic computer skills among the nation's workforce, 
companies would be allowed to take a 20 percent tax credit for up to 
$5,250 in annual expenses for each worker who gets computer training. 

Clinton said many companies aren't investing in communities 
that lack high-speed Internet services. Technology such as digita l 
subscriber lines, or DSL, provided by companies including Covad allow for 
always-on connections and provide faster download speeds and new services. 



To address that corporate concern. Clinton proposed a nc" 25 
million program in the Commerce and Agriculture departmen ts. which will 
use grants and loan guarantees to speed derloyment of high-speed 
connections known as broadband to rural and low-income urban communities. 

A new $50 mi llion Commerce Department grant program wil l help 
public-private partnerships that provide computers and Internet access to 
lo\\ -incomc families. Clinton said. 

--Jonathan Cox in Washington (202) 624- 1961 /sg -0- (B, ) Fcb/02/2000 
16:28 
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DJ Clinton Proposes ' teps To Close Digital Divide 

\VASI II 'GTON (Dow Joncs)--U .. President Bill Clinton on \\'edncsda) 
proposed several steps that he said \\ ill help close the digital divide in 
the U.S. between people who have access to the Internet and those\\ ho do 
not. 

Speaking at Ballou I ligh School in Washington D.C., Clinton said 
he would include the proposals in his fiscal year 2001 budget that wi ll be 
unveiled on Monday. 

"Everybody ought to have access to a computer. Ever) body ought 
to have acce s to the Internet. Ever) body ought to know how to use it" 
Clinton said. 

"Imagine what it'll be like ,.,hen every single child in this 
country can just stretch a hand across a 1-.eyboard and pull up every book 
ever written, every painting ever created, every symphony or jazz piece 
ever composed," Clinton said. 

White I louse pokcsman Joe Lockhart said the president's 
proposals wouldn't simply tackle the issue of provid ing more access to 
computers for the disadvantaged but also would provide training and 
improve connections lo the Internet it el f. 

The president's proposals include $2 bil lion in tax breaks for 
companies that donate computers ro schools that don't have them. $1 SO 
million to help train new teachers on how to use the Internet, and $2S 
million to help the private sector expand high speed Internet access to 
poor regions of the country. 

The president also ,,ants to u!>e $100 million to create Community 
Technolog)' Centers in low income neighborhoods. The technology centers 
provide computer access to families that don't have computers and the 
proposal represents a tripling of the fi cal year 2000 funding. 

Clinton will also ask for $45 million to promote Internet 
applications that are aimed at poor communities and $SO million to help 
provide computers to low income families. Finally, the president will ask 
for $10 million to help train ative Americans for infonnation technology 
careers. 

(END) Dow Jones ewswires 02-02-00 
1306ES 
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A couple of groups working to reduce the digital divide or using technology 
to involve people with disabilities: 

The Waterways Project: 
Making public the poems and stories of diver!>c populations through 
publication and performance, the Waterways Project of rcn Penny Players 
works with the disabled and institut ional i✓.ed as -.,ell as those whose lives 
have been marginalized by income. ethnicity. age or sexual orientation. 
Since 1979 we have published more than 5000 children and young adults in 
collections of expressive writLng. Working with poets. visual artists and 
performers, the Waterways Project produces art!> event!, in parks. schools, 
nursing homes, hospitals, libraries, statewide conferences. museums. 
colleges, on radio stations and over the Internet. 
Our URL is http://www.tenpennyplayers.org 
Richard Spiegel 
Ten Penny Players [Tcn_Penny _Players@compuscrvc.com l 

Access to Software for All People 
> rounded in 1994 by a successful computer sofiware entrepreneur, 
> Access to Software for Al l People (/\S/\P) makes the economic 
> advantages of technology available to all by opcrat ing business 
> ventures and computer access projects that both serve and employ 
> people who are underrepresented in the technology industry. In 
> particular.we serve low-income people, people of color and 
> women & girls. 
> 
> ASAP is located at 2070 Allston Way uite 2, Berkeley, CA 
> 94704 
> phone 5 10.540.7457 fax 5 10.540.6 168 
> email ASAP@ASAPonl inc.org 
> 
> 



A RMS Emai l System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIA i, (NO !'ES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Elizabeth R. Newman ( CN=Elizabeth R. Newman/OlJ=WI T0 /0 - EOP [ WHO) ) 

CREAT ION DATEfl'IME: 3-FEB-2000 13:46:44.00 

SUBJECT: Re: Mere Digital Divide story 

TO: Jim Puzzanghera <j puzzanghera@krwashington.com> ( Jim f>uaanghcra <jpu1.1anghera@krwashington.com> [ 
UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
thanks -



ARMS Email ystcm 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDE 'TIAL (NOTE MAJ L) 

CREATOR: OR iegel@kennedy-center.org ( BRSiegella'l..ennedy-center.org [ U K OWN J) 

CREATION DATE/TIME: 3-FEB-2000 14:32: 17.00 

UBJECT: Digital Divide 

TO: Jonathan M . Young ( C =Jonathan M. Young/OU- WHO/O=EOP [ WI 10 I ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Ashfaq lshaq [SMTP:ishaq@icaf.org1 
> ent: Thursday. February 03. 1000 2:06 PM 
> To: BRSiegel@kennedy-center.org 
> ubject: \Vww.icaf.org 
> 
> The International Child Art Foundation (lCAF) is recognized 
> internationally as a lc~dcr in the advancement of children's art, 
> creativity and visual learning. 
> 
> The JCAF Millenni um Program. launched in 1997, was a historic 
> international endeavor that inspired the children to celebrate the new 
> millennium by creating paintings and drawings on ICAF's theme: "My World 
> in the Year 2000." Starting in classrooms across the United States, the 
> program spread to schools around the world. eventually involving over one 
> million children in 86 countries. The 86 national finalists' artworks 
can 
> eb viewed on ICAF's website w,vw.icaf.org <http://ww\\ .icaf.org>. These 
> visions of the future include some "futurist" arh\orks. 
> 
> Please visit our website and let me know of your interest for web link. 
> 
> incercly. 
> Ashfaq lshaq PhD Executive Director ICAF (202) 530 I 000 



A RMS Emai I ystem 
RECORD TYPE: PRE IDE TIAL ( 0 I 1-. MAIL) 

CREATOR: ''Gomperts, John" <jgomperts(@cns.gov> ( "Gomperts. John'' <jgomperts@cns.gov> [ UNKNOW ] ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME: 3-fEB-2000 09:53:52.00 

UBJECT: RE: remarks of the President on the digital divide -- from Ballou lligh School 

TO: Anne W. Bovaird ( C '=Anne \ . Dovaird/OU~WJ 1O/0=EOP [ WI 10 l ) 
REA D:U KNOWN 

TEXT: 
Thanks. JG 

> -----Original Message-----
> From: Anne_ W. Bovaird'gwho.eop.gov 
[ MTP:Ann1:_ W._Bovaird@who.eop.gov] 
> em: Thursday. t-=ebruary 03, 2000 9:-40 AM 
> To: jgomperts~ cns.gov 
> Subject: remarks of the President on the digital divide - from 
> Ballou lligh chool 
> 
> 
> --------------------- i: orwarded by A nnc W. Bovaird/Wl 1O/ EOP on 02/03/2000 
> 09:40 AM -------------------------
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Margaret M. Suntum 
> 02/02/2000 12:25:01 PM 
> 
> Record Type: Record 
> 
> 
> To: Sec the distribution list at the bottom of this message 
> 
> cc: 
> Subject: remarks of the President on the digital divide-- from Ballou 
> High chool 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

THE WHITE HOU E 

Office of the Press eeretary 

--------- -----------------



> ror lmmt:diate Release 
> 
> 

Febniary 2. 2000 

> 
> 
> 

REMARKS BY ·1 HE PRE 1D1:. r 
ABOUTTIIE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

Ballou Senior High chool 
Washington. D.C. 

> 11 :35 A.M. EST 
> 
> 
> TIIE PRESIDE T: Thank you. Nm", all of you sining out here in 
> this audience, you know, some or us speak in public for a living; others 
> don't. I thought Darnell was terrific. Didn't )OU thi nk he did a good 
> job? (Applause.) 
> 
> I am so glad to be here today with all o r you at Ballou Senior 
> High School. I thank the band for playing for us earl ier today -- l 
> thought you all did a great job. (Applause.) And I thank Dr. Durham and 
> Dr. 8 ridgcs for welcoming me here and for giving me a track and field 
> jacket, which I will wear happi ly. (Applause.) I thank the students who 
> met me. 
> 
> I want to say n special word or thanks to the Chainnan and CEO 
> or 
> America On-Linc. Steve Case; and for Epic Learning's President, David 
> Sterling. I thank them for what they snid here today and for the 
> commitment they have to giving you and young people like you all over 
this 
> country a chance to live your dreams by making sure you have access to 
the 
> technological future that ought to be within reach of every American. 
> They 
> don't have to do this; they're doing this because the) know it is the 
> right 
> thing to do. And I thank them for being here. (Applause.) 
> 
> I want to talk a linle today about what our job i in the 
> government, what my job as President is, what Washington's job should be. 
> to make sure that we can have more stories like the ones 1 saw from the 
> students today that Darnell introduced me 10. And I want to thank all 
the 
> students that showed me what they were doing 10 either repair or to work 
> with computers. But nothing that the President proposes that costs any 
> money can be done unless the Congress goes along. And there is an 
> enonnous 
> amount of interest in the United States Congress today in both parties, 
in 



> both the Senate and the I louse, lo do something about th is. 
> 
> And there is a big delegation from Congress here, so I want to 
> introduce them. J'd like to ask them to stand, ru1d I hope you will 
> express 
> your appreciat ion to them. First of all, Senator Bob Bennett, from Utah, 
> who headed our Y2K efforts in the Congress. Thank you, sir. (Applause.) 
> Congresswoman Maxine Waters from California. (Applause.) Congresswoman 
> Sheila Jackson Lee from Te.\as. (Applause.) Congressman Bill Jefferson 
> from Louisiana. (Applause.) Congressman Adam Smith from Washington. 
> (Applause.) Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher from California. (Applause.) 
> Congressman David Wu from Oregon. {Applause.) And your representative 
in 
> Congress. hlcanor I lolmcs 'onon. Thanl.. you. (Applause.) 
> 
> Did J miss anybod) '? And l \\ant to thank your ,,onderful Ma)Or, 
> "ho wa~ once a member of our admini!.tration. Major Anthon) Williams. 
> Stand 
> up. there. I hank you very much. (Applause.) 
> 
> I ,..,ant to just mention a couple of other people. First of all, 
> thank you, Superintendent Ackcnnan, for welcoming me. I want to thank 
> I larris Wofford. who is the head of the AmeriCorps program. and Vista. 
The 
> /\meriCorps-Vista volunteers arc working to help solve this problem of the 
> digital divide all over America. They're young people who are going back 
> into our schools. going back into our community, helping people who 
> otherwise wouldn't have a chance. and earning some money themselves for 
> college. ome of you might want to consider joining AmeriCorps when you 
> get out of high school. 
> 
> tand up. enator Wofford. Thank you very much. (Applause.) 
> 
> I \\ant to thank Angela Lee from AT&T and Julie Evans from 

ctDay 
> for the work they have done to help connect all of our schools to the 
> Internet. I , ant to thanl.. three people in our administration -- Gene 
> pcrling, my National Economic Advisor, who has worked so hard on this; 
> Secretary Daley. who is speaking in Harlem on this issue today; and I 
want 
> to thank Vice President Gore for reasons I'll say in a moment, but he had 
> a 
> great deal to do with what we have been able to accomplish over the last 
> six years. 
> 
> I just got a wonderful tour from Darnell, and a chance to learn 
> how technology is enhancing your educational mission. And as Steve Case 
> said, it wi ll only increase when you become one of these power-up sites. 
> I 
> learned every freshman is taking a computer literacy class. I learned 
> students are going on-line to get help with their homework and learn what 
> they need to do to prepare for college. I learned that you can chat in 
> foreign languages with people around the world and work on projects with 
> scientists from our Naval Research Lab. 



> 
> I ,, as particularly pleased Lo lc:im about Epic Learning's 
> long-term commitment to help students toward certificates in high-tech 
> careers, and about the way companies like 3M, AT&T and Cisco, along with 
> the AFL-CIO. arc working to give you additiona l hardware. sonwarc, and 
> teacher training. 
> 
> One tl1ing that I th ink may be a do" n side from the students' 
> point of view -- it occurred to me\\ hen I was driving through the sn0\\ 
> today -- is that once we get everybody ,viced, you'll still have to go to 
> school even when you can't get here. because you can just go on the 
> Internet. (Laughter.) But I think it's worth the sacrilicc to give you 
a 
> belier future 
> 
> I wanted to say to you -- to give you some examples. When we 
> talk about bridging the digital divide. what do we mean? We mean that 
> everybody ought to have access lo a computer; everybody ought to have 
> acces!> Lo the Internet; everybody ought to know how to use it and then we 
> ought to make it possible for people to make the maximum use of it. I 
> \\ant 
> to ju!>l give you some examples of\\hat this incredibly profound change in 
> our society has wrought in individual lives. 
> 
> Victor Shen is a high school junior in Whittier. Alaska. He 
> dreams of becoming a professional mathematician. but he lives in a small 
> school in our large t but most rural state. So his school doesn't offer 
> college-level calculus. I lis town is so remote that he'~ cut off from the 
> whole rest of the world for several months every winter. 13ut he will 
soon 
> have the chance to take the classes he needs to pursue his dream of 
> becoming a mathematician by gelling on-line. IL wouldn't be there. 
> 
> It ought to be there for every person like him. in every rural 
> area and every inner-city neighborhood in the entire United States of 
> America. There arc lots of Victor Shens out there. There arc people in 
> lhi high school who could become professional mathematicians. 
> professional 
> scientists. There arc people like you in every community in this country 
> -- no one should be shut out of this. (A pplause.) 
> 
> Listen to this. Two years ago, a man named Clinton Johnson 
lost 
> his liule bakery on 125th street in Harlem in e,, York City. He had no 
> savings to support his wife and t\vo children. But he found a community 
> technology center near his home. learned I ITML code and got himself a good 
> job as a web developer. 
> 
> Dale O'Rci lley. a grandmother of t\\0 from Medford. ew Jersey, 
> was diagnosed nine years ago with Lou Gehrig's Disease. ow. even though 
> she can no longer move or speak. a special laptop computer allows her lo 
> give voice to her thoughts, and she continues to write newspaper articles 
> for the Philadelphia Inquirer. (Applause.) 
> 



> I he areas in America with the highe!>t unemployment arc our 
>, alive 
> American reservations. 1 visited last ) car the Pinc Ridge Indian 
> Reservation in South Dal-ota, the home of the Oglala ioux. The 
> unemployment rate there is over 70 percenl. 
> 
> We're all looking for ncv, \\ays for them to tind things to do. 
> They have very gified artists and crafis and making ative American 
> products. This year, I ordered Christmas gifts from the Pine Ridge 
> reservation over the Internet. They ,.vould never be able to market their 
> products across this nation -- never, ever. They would n't have the money 
> to <lo it. Ilut because they have a web page. people like us can find them 
> and help them to build their dreams. (Applause.) 
> 
> And before we came out here. I \\3S talking to ·,eve about -- I 
> spent some time a few months ago with the executive of E-Bay out in 
> orthern California. Some of you may have found 
> E-Bay on the et. It's a trading site. And the company's gone like 
> crazy, 
> because people love to buy and sell things. It's lil-e an old-fashioned 
> community like the farmers' market used to be in my hometown on Saturda) 
> morn ing. And people buy and sell all kinds of things on E-Bay. There 
arc 
> now over 20,000 Americans making a living, not \\Orking for E-Bay. but 
> buying and sell ing on the site, and many of them used to be on welfare. 
> They found a way through the Net to empower themselves through their 
minds 
> to have a di fferent future. 
> 
> Now, this is just the beginning. We have only scratched the 
> surface. Imagine what it will be like when every single child in chis 
> country can just stretch a hand acro~s a keyboard and pull up every book 
> ever written. every painti ng ever created, every symphony or jazz piece 
> ever composed. When high-speed wireless net,\ orks bring distant learning 
> and 1elcmedicine to every rura l area in this country. When even the 
> smallest business can compete world,, idc j ust because they have access to 
> people across che world through the Net. 
> 
> This is the future \\ e are trying to build. In 1994. when Vice 
> President Gore and I sponsored the first etDay to begin to hook all o f 
> our 
> schools and a ll of our classrooms up to the Internet. onl) 3 percent of 
> the 
> classrooms in America were wired . Since then. the public and the private 
> sectors. through generous grants. through ct.Days, volunteer work, and 
> through the steep discounts that schools can gel in access charges, 
thanks 
> to the so-called e-rate, which the Vice President pioneered -- s ince 
then, 
> we've gone from 3 percent of our classrooms connected to over half of our 
> classrooms connected. And 90 percent of the schools in the United States 
> today have at least one connection to the Internet. That's a big step 
> fof\vard, and I'm proud of that. (Applause.) 
> 



> But as you have already heard, there is still a big digital 
> divide in th is country. And it runs through income fir!>! -- low-income 
> fam ilies are far less likely to have access to the Internet and 
computers. 
> There is also, for reasons we don't entirely understand, there is a 
> separate racia l and ethnic component to it. Among low-income families. 
> African American and Hispanic fam ilies are less likely than other 
> low-income families to have computers and to be hooked up to the 
Internet. 
> 
> \ e also kno" that people \\ ho live in rural area . regardless of 
> their race, are far, far less likely to own computer~, and lo be wired to 
> the Net -- even though they. in some ways. need it more than anybody else 
> because of their phy~ical isolation. And that this is mo~l pronounced in 
> Indian country in the United States. 
> 
> Eventually thi~ digital divide ,,.,ill deprive businesses of the 
> \\,orkcrs they need. That's why I was so glad to ce people training here, 
> to learn how to use and to repair computers. lt could also widen 
> inequality in our society betv.een people, based on "ho's connected and 
> who's not. 
> 
> Now. al a time when our country has the longest economic 
> expansion in history and the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years, and 
the 
> lowest minority unemployment rates ever recorded. we must close the 
> digital 
> divide. We have worked too hard to tu rn this count!) around and to get 
it 
> going in the right direction. to let all this generation of young people 
> wind up " ith greater inequality. when we have a chance to have greater 
> equality of opportunity in America than ever in our history. (Applause.) 
> 
> ome of you may know that I have been going around America 
> holding what I call New Markets tours, to make the argument that, ith all 
> the prosperity of Lhc country. now is the time to recognize and be honest 
> about the fact that not ever) community has felt the economic prosperity 
> of 
> the last few years. and that is our obligation, to bring economic 
> opportunity to all the neighborhoods, and all the rural areas. and all 
the 
> Indian reservations. where they don't know there has been a recovery 
> because it hasn't changed their li ves. If we don't to it now, we will 
> never get around to doing th is. Now is the time to do it. 
> 
> In April. I am going to lead one of these New Markets tours, 
> focused only on this issue -- closing the digital divide. Whal can wc do 
> to have the kind of stories I saw in your classroom today and every 
> classroom and every neighborhood, among every group in every community in 
> the United talcs? And I've asked Congress to help me. And I want to 
> talk 
> a little bit about what J think our j ob is. 
> 
> First of all, we ought to have a goal -- I believe in having 



big 
> goals. If you have big goals and you work towards them. even if you 
don't 
> quite get there. )OU look around and you find you've come a long way. lf 
> you don't have big goals. you don't get much done. What . hould our big 
> goa l be? Our big goal should be to make connection lo the Internet as 
> common as connection to telephones is today. That's" hat our big goal 
> ought to be. (Applause.) 
> 
> And I think we should start by making sure that every community 
> has a technology center that serves not just young people. but adults as 
> well. (Applause.) Yes. you can clap for that -- that's all right.> (Applause.) I don't want to take credit for this. We 
staned doing this 
> t,, o years ago because Congress\\oman Maxine Waters from California. who is 
> here todoy, who \\as then chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus. 
> brought this idea lo our attention. She said, you ought to have 
community 
> technolog) centers everywhere for the adults. for the people who aren't 
m 
> the schools. They need access to this. too. 
> The!>C centers ,•vere \\Orking so ,,ell that ,,.e tripled our 
> investment 
> in them last year. And I have given Congress a budget that will triple 
> our 
> investment in them again so we can have l.000 communit) centers\\ ith 
> computers serving the adults of America who otherwise would not have 
> access 
> to them. Thank you very much, Congrcss\\oman Waters. and l hope \\C can 
> pnss 
> it. (Applause.) 
> 
> Second. v.e \\ ant to join with the private sector to bring more 
> computers and Internet access into the homes of low-income people. 
> Public-spirited members of the high-tech community have already helped us 
> -- pledged to help us on this. I know of at least two places in America 
> where there is a serious program, thanks to the private sector. not only 
> to 
> hookup all the classrooms. but to give more low- income students' parents 
> computers in their homes and make sure they know how to e-mail the 
school. 
> and keep working back and forth on the homework. on the progress oflife 
> in 
> school. (Applause.) 
> 
> In one of these districts in particular. in e" Jersey. where a 
> lot of the students are first-generation immigrants whose parents' main 
> language is not English, there has been on explosion in student 
> performance, in part because the Net has enabled the parents\\ ho arc 
> working all day, who are busy, who hardly have enough money to support 
> their children, but because they're connected, they can be directly 
> involved through e-mail in their children's education. It made a big 
> difference. And \\C need to recogniL.c that as much as we can do with the 
> community centers. which we ought to do now, eventually we're going to 
> have 



> to give home access to lm,-income people just like the rest of us have, 
> and 
> I think we should be working on it. (Apr,lausc.) 
> 
> Third thing I want to do is to ask Congress to give private 
> companies a couple of bi ll ion dollars -- that's a lot of money -- in tax 
> incentives LO get them to bui ld and support thc!>c community technology 
>centers.donate qua lity computers and provide computer training. 
> 
> Fourth, I want to do more to give -- th is i!> a big i!>suc -- I 
> bet 
> you notice this here; I bet some teachers know this -- we must do more to 
> give quality technology training to all of our new tt!achers in America. 
to 
> make sure they're as good with computers as they are with textbooks. You 
> can have all the computers in the ,,orld. and if the kids know more about 
> it 
> than the teachers -- which is often the case. at leasL if they're as 
> technologically challenged as I have been in my life -- ,,e'II be behind. 
> 
> Why should we expect teachers. who did not grow up in the 
> computer age. to just know everything they should kno,, to teach the kids 
> everything they can teach to maximize this? We should do more. We O\\e 
it 
> to the teachers of this country to give them all the training they need 
to 
> maximize all this hard,, are and software that ,,e're doing our best to put 
> at 
> their fingertips. and at the use of their students. (Apr,lause.) 
> 
> ext thing we need to do is bring high-speed networks to 
> underserved communities. Businesses are looking for high-speed Internet 
> access ,, hen they consider new sites. One of the problem<; I've got in 
> trying to convince people that. even with ca,x incentives, they ought to 
go 
> to isolated areas is, they don't have high-speed Internet access. and 
time 
> is money. So it's very important to do that. 
> 
> And finally, we want to triple our investment in our Commerce 
> Department's Technology Opportunity Program, to create innovative 
> applications of technology for all low-income communities. for example, 
>we 
> want to have health information systems that raise childhood immunization 
> rates in inner cities. We want to have mentoring for at-risk youth that 
> can be done via the Internet. We believe there are a lot of things that 
> can be done to lift the lives of low-income people. and to bring benefits 
> to them that normally aren't there, if we just think about it and we give 
> people the tools who live in these communities to think about it and find 
> ways to maximize their future. 
> 
> It would be a terrible irony of our time if these tools. these 
> information revolutionary tools that are breaking dm n barriers all over 
> the world -- and I'll just give you one more fact -- when I became 



> President - no". to the kids. this seems like a long time ago. but for 
> the 
> adults, it \',on't be -- -.-.hen I became President seven )Cars and two v .. cd .s 
> ago, there were 50 - 50 sites on the World\\ ide Web -- 50. Today, there 
> arc over 50 million. And it's the fastest-growing means of communication 
> in history by far. Nothing even comes close. 
> 
> And as a result, I told somebody the other day -- you know, I 
> come from a small to\\ n in rural Arkansas. and I've got a cousin that 
plays 
> chess once or t\\ ice a week v. ith a guy in J\w,tralia. l mean. it's 
> unbelievable. This is the J...ind of things that's going on. This tool is 
> breaking down barriers between nations and cultures. and enabling us to 
> come together. and it's opening up all these wonderfu l opportunities. It 
> would be a tragedy if " e allowed this instrument that is also breaking 
> down 
> barriers to build up new barriers to people living their dreams simply 
> because they didn't have access to it. rhat's ,, hat thi ,-.hole thing is 
> about. 
> 
> There are kids in this gym today who, in a fo rmer time, might 
> never have been able to even think about getting an education in some 
sort 
> of esoteric technology or scientific subject that " ill sec something on 
> the 
> web that wi ll spark your interest. and that) ou ,, ill then be able to 
> pursue, could change your whole li fe. It would be \Hong for you not to 
> have that opportunity. 
> 
> There are people here today who will understand that they can 
> USC 

> thb tool to make a living and to create economic opportunity in th is 
part 
> of Washington, D.C. that's never been there. It would be wrong for you 
> not 
> to have that opportunity. There are people here today who can fi nd out 
> in formation about things that already exist. 
> 
> I saw -- one young ,, oman was looking at the questions she 
should 
> asJ... in going to college. Every one of you should know that already on 
the 
> books, we have passed tax credits, scholar hips and loans so that at 
least 
> two years of college is affordable to everybody in America now. I don't 
> care how poor you arc. And if the Congress passes the legislation before 
> them now, four years of college will be affordable to everybody in 
> America. 
> [ don't care what your income is. You need to know that. (Applause.) 
> 
> And it will be tragic if this instrument, that has done more to 
> breakdown barriers between people than anything in all of human history, 
> built a new wall because not everybody had access lo it. That's what 
this 



> whole deal's about. 
> 
> Steve Ca~e and I were talking when Darnell was up here talking, 
> and he said. you know, I'm not little anymore, and he did that sort of, 
> oh, 
> shucks, routine. you know? (Laughter.) I told teve Case, I said. boy. 
> he 
> is really good. (Laughter.) /\nd teve said.) C!>, I'm glad I don't have 
> to 
> follow him. (Laughter.) I \\ant every American to ha\e a story like 
> Darnell's. And this tool means that \\e don't have to give up on anybody. 
> We don't have to leave anybody behind. We can all go fon.,,ard together in 
> the most exciting age this country has ever l,..nO\\n. And we're here to 
tell 
> you \\ C will do our best to make sure you go. 
> 
> And l want to close, as Mr. Case did, by saying, it doesn't 
> matter what technology you put before you •· to the students•· if you 
> don't do your part. You've still got to be able to read. You've still 
> got 
> to be curious enough to want to learn . You've still got to be 
disciplined 
> enough to be wi ll ing to work. But if you get your heart and your mind 
> engaged, there should be no barrier to letting you live your dreams 
> tomorrow. And we're going to do our best to take the barriers down. 
> 

> Thank you, and God bless you. (Applause.) 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
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REMARKS BY Tl IE PRESIDENT 
ABOU l' TIIE DIGITAL DJVIDE 

Ballou Senior High School 
Wash ington, D.C. 

11:35 A.M. E T 

TH E PRESIDENT: Than!,. you. Now. all of you sitting out here in 
this audience. you know. some ofus speak in public for a living; others 
don't. I 1hought Darnell was terrific. Didn't you think he did a good 
job? (Applause.) 

I am so glad 10 be here today with all of you at Ballou enior 
High School. T Lhank 1he band for playing for us earlier toda) -- I 
thought you all did a great job. (Applause.) And I thank Dr. Durham and 
Dr. Bridges for welcoming me here and for giving me a track and field 
jacket, which I will wear happily. (Applause.) I thank the students who 
met me. 

I want to say a special word of thanks to the Chairman and CEO of 
America On-Line, Steve Case; and for Epic Learning's President. David 
' terling. I thank them for what they said here today and for the 

commitment they have to giving ) OU and young people like you all over this 
country a chance to live your dreams by making sure you have access to the 
technological future that ought to be within reach of every American. They 
don't have to do this; they're doing this because they know it is the right 
thing to do. And l thank them for being here. (Applause.) 

I want to talk a little today about what our job is in the 
govenunent. what my job as President is. what Washington's job should be, 
10 make sure that we can have more stories like the ones I saw from the 
tudcnts today that Darnell introduced me to. And I want to thank all the 

students that showed me what they were doing lo either repair or to work 
with computers. Aul nothing thal the President proposes that costs any 
money can be done unless the Congress goes along. And there is an enormous 
amount of interest in the United States Congress today in both partjes. in 
both the enate and the I louse, to do something about this. 

And there is a big delegation from Congress here, so I want to 
introduce them. T'd like to ask them to stand. and 1 hope you wi ll express 
your appreciation to them. First of all. Senator Bob Bennett. from Utah. 
who headed our Y2K efforts in the Congress. Thank you. sir. (Applause.) 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters from Cal ifornia. (Applause.) Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson Lee from Texas. (Applause.) Congressman Bill Jefferson 
from Louisiana. (Applause.) Congressman Adam Smith from Washington. 
(Applause.) Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher from California. (Applause.) 



Congressman David Wu from Oregon. (Applause.) And your representative in 
Congress. Eleanor Holmes Norton. '!bank you. (Applause.) 

Did I miss anybody? And 1 want to thank your \\Ondcrful Mayor. 
\\ho \,as once a member of our administration. Mayor Anthon) Williams. tand 
up. there. Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

I want to just mention a couple of other people. First of all. 
thank you. Superintendent Ackerman, for ,velcoming me. I want to thank 
Harris Wofford. who is the head of the AmcriCorps program. and Vista. ·nie 
AmeriCorps-Vista volunteers are working to help solve this problem of the 
digital divide a ll over America. They're young people who arc going back 
into our schools. going back into our community. helping people ,.,ho 
otherwise wouldn't have a chance. and earning some monC) thcmsch cs for 
college. Some of )OU might want to consider joining AmcriCorps when ) OU 
get out of high school. 

Stand up. Senator Wofford. Thank you vel) much. (Applause.) 

1 want to thank Angela Lee from AT&T and Julie Evans from NctDa} 
for the work they have done to help connect all of our schools to the 
Internet. I want to thank three people in our administration -- Gene 
Sperling. my ational Economic Advisor. who has worked so hard on this: 
Secretary Daley. who is speaking in Harlem on this issue today; and I ,,ant 
to thank Vice President Gore for reasons 1'11 say in a moment. but he had a 
great deal lo do with what we have been able to accomplish over the las t 
six years. 

I j ust got a wonderful tour from Darnell, and a chance to learn 
ho\\ technology is enhancing your educational mission. And as tcve Case 
said. it" iJI only increase "hen you become one of these pm,cr-up sites. I 
learned every freshman is taking a computer literacy class. I learned 
students are going on-line to get help " ith their home\, ork and learn what 
they need to do to prepare for college. I le-amed that you can chat in 
foreign languages with people around the world and work on projects \\•ith 
scientists from our aval Research Lab. 

I , .. as particularly pleased to learn about Epic Learning's 
long-term commitment to help students toward certi ficates in h igh-tech 
careers. and about the way companies like 3M. AT&T and Cisco. along with 
the AFL-CIO, arc working to give you additional hardware. software, and 
teacher training. 

One thing that I think may be a down s ide from the students' 
point of view -- it occurred to me when I was dr iving through the snow 
today - is that once we get everybody wired. you'll still have to go to 
school even when you can't get here, because you can j ust go on the 
Jntemet. (Laughter.) But I think it's worth the sacrifice to give you a 
bencr future 

I wanted to say to you -- to give you some examples. When we 
talk about bridging the digital divide, what do we mean? We mean that 
everybody ought to have access to a computer; everybody oug ht Lo have 
access to the Internet; everybody ought to know how to use it and then we 



ought to make it possible for people to make the ma~imum u~c of it. I want 
to just give you some examples of what this incredibly profound change in 
our society hac; wrought in individual lives. 

Victor Shen is a high school junior in Whittier, AlasJ..a. I le 
dreams of becoming a professional mathematician. but he li,es in a small 
school in our largest but most rural state .• o his school doesn't ofTer 
co llege-level calculus. His town is so remote that he's cut off from the 
whole rest of the world for :.everal month~ every winter. But he will soon 
have the chance to take the classes he needs to pursue his dream of 
becoming a mathematician by getting on-line. lt v,ouldn't be there. 

It ought to be there for eve!) person like him. in every rural 
area and every inner-city neighborhood in the entire United States of 
America. There are lots of Victor Shens out there. There arc people in 
this high school who could become professional mathematicians. professional 
scienti!.ts. There are people liJ..c you in CVCI) communit) in this countr} 
-- no one should be shut out of this. (Applause.) 

Listen to th is. Two )Cars ago. a man named Clinton Johnson lost 
his little bakery on 125th street in Harlem in New York City. lie had no 
savings to support his wife and two children. But he found a community 
technolog) center near his home, learned HTML code and got himself a good 
job as a web developer. 

Dale O'Reilley. a grandmother orm,o from Medford. ew Jer~e). 
was diagnosed nine years ago with Lou Gehrig's Disease. Now. even though 
she can no longer move or speak, a special laptop computer allows her to 
give voice to her thoughts, and she continues to ,-.rite ne\\Spaper anicles 
for the Philadelphia Inquirer. (Applause.) 

The areas in America "ith the highest unemployment are our alive 
American reservations. I visited last year the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota. the home of the Oglala Sioux. The 
unemploymenl rate there is over 70 percent. 

We're all looking for new ways for them to rind things to do. 
They have , ery gifted artists and crafts and making ative American 
products. This) ear, I ordered Christmas gifts from the Pinc Ridge 
reservation over the Internet. They would never be able to market their 
products across this nation -- never, ever. They wouldn't have the money 
to do it. But because they have a web page, people like us can find them 
and help them to build their dreams. (Applause.) 

And before we came out here, I vvas talking to Steve about -- I 
spent some time a few months ago with the executive of E-Oay out in 
Northern California. Some of you may have found 
E-Bay on the Net. It's a trading site. And the company's gone like crazy, 
because people love to buy and sell things. It's like an old-fashioned 
community like the farmers' market used to be in my hometown on aturday 
morning. And people buy and sell all kinds of things on E-Bay. There arc 
now over 20,000 Americans makfog a li ving, not working for E-Bay, but 
buying and selling on the site. and many of them used to be on welfare. 
They found a way through the Net to empower themselves th.rough their minds 



to have a different future. 

Now, this is just the beginning. We have only scratched the 
surface. Jmagine what it \\,ill be like when ever) single child in this 
country can just stretch a hand across a keyboard and pull up every book 
ever written, every painting ever created. every symphony or jazz piece 
ever composed. When high-speed wireless networks bring distant learning 
and telemedicine to every rural area in this country. When even the 
smallest business can compete worldwide just becm1se they have access to 
people across the world through the Net. 

This is the future we arc trying to bu ild. In 1994. when Vice 
President Gore and I sponsored the fi rst Net Day to begin to hool-. all of our 
schools and all of our classrooms up to the Internet. onl) 3 percent of the 
classrooms in America were wired. Since then. the public and the private 
sectors, through generous grants, through NetDays. volunteer \\Ori-., and 
through the steep discounts that schools can get in access charges. thanks 
to the so-called e-rate, which the Vice President pioneered -- since then, 
,.,,e've gone from 3 percent of our classrooms connected to o, er hal r of our 
classrooms connected. And 90 percent of the schools in the United States 
today have at least one connection to the Internet. That's a big step 
fomard, and I'm proud of that. (Applause.) 

But as you have alread) heard, there is still a big digital 
divide in this country. And it runs through income first -- k)\\ -income 
families arc far less likely to have access to 1he lntcmct and computers. 
There is also. fo r reasons we don't entirely understand. there is a 
separate racial and ethnic component to it. Among IO\\-income families. 
African American and Hispanic families are less likely than other 
IO\\-income families to have computers and to be hool-.ed up to the Internet. 

\Ve also know that people '"ho live in rural areas. regardless of 
their race. are far. far less likely to O\\ n computers. and to be wired to 
the et -- even though they. in some ways. need it more than anybod) else 
because of their physical isolation. And that this is most pronounced in 
Indian country in the United tates. 

Eventually this digital divide will deprive businesses of the 
,..,orkers the) need. That's why I was so glad to see people training here, 
to learn ho" to use and to repair computers. It could also widen 
inequality in our society between people. based on" ho's connected and 
who's not. 

No\\ . at a time when our countr) has the longest economic 
expansion in history and the lowest unemployment rmc in 30 )Cars, and the 
lowest minority unemployment rates ever recorded, we must close the digital 
d ivide. We have worked too hard to turn this country around and to get it 
going in the right direction, to let all this generation of young people 
wind up with greater inequality. when we have a chance to have greater 
equality of opportunity in America than ever in our history. (Applause.) 

Some of you may know that I have been going around America 
holding what I call New Markets tours. to make the argument that with all 
the prosperity of the country, now is the time to recognile and be honest 



about the tact that not every community has folt the l.!conomic prosperity of 
the last few years. and that is our obligation, to bring economic 
opportunity to al l the neighborhoods, and all the rural areas, and all the 
Indian reservations, where they don't know there has been a recovery 
because it hasn't changed their lives. lf we don't to it now. we will 
never get around to doing this. Now is the Lime lo do i1. 

ln April, l am going to lead one of these New Markets tours. 
focust:d only on this issue -- closing the digital divide. What can we do 
to have the kind of stories I saw in your classroom today and every 
classroom and every neighborhood, among every group in every community in 
the Un ited States? J\nd I've asl-ed Congre55 to help me. J\nd I want to talk 
a litlle bit about what 1 think our job is. 

First of all, we ought to have a goal -- I believe in having big 
goals. If you have big goals and you work towards them. even if you don't 
quite get there. you look around and you find you've come a long way. If 
you don't have big goals, you don't get much done. What 5hould our big 
goal be? Our big goal should be to make connect ion to the Internet as 
common as connection to telephones is today. That's what our big goa l 
ought to be. (Applause.) 

And I think ,ve should start b) making sure that every community 
has a technology center that serves not just young pcopk, but adult~ as 
well. (Applause.) Yes, you can clap for 1hat -- that's all right. 
(Applause.) I don't want to take credit for this. We started doing this 
two years ago because Congresswoman Maxine Waters from Californ ia. who is 
here today. who was then chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus. 
brought thi idea to our attention. She said, you ought 10 have comm unity 
technology centers everywhere for the adults, for the people who aren't in 
the schools. They need access to this. too. 

These centers were \\Orking so \\ell that ,.,,e tripled our investment 
in them last) ear. And I have given Congress a budget that \\ ill triple our 
investment in them again so we can have 1.000 comm unit) centers wi1h 
computers serving the adults of America ,vho othem ise would not have access 
to them. !'hank you very much. Congre5s,.,,oman Waters. and I hope ,,e can pass 
it. (Applause.) 

Second, "e want to join with 1he private sector to bring more 
compulers and lntemel access into the homes of low-income people.Public-spirited members of the high-tech 
community have already helped us 
-- pledged to help us on this. I kno,, of at lcasl t,,o place5 in America 
where there is a serious program. thanks to the private sector. not onl)' to 
hook up all the classrooms. but to give more low- income students' parents 
computers in their homes and make sure they know how to e-mail the school. 
and keep working back and forth on the home,\ork, on the progress of life in 
school. (Applause.) 

In one of these districts in particular, in New Jersey, where a 
lot of the students are first-generation immigrants whose parents' main 
language is not English, there has been an explosion in student 
performance, in part because the Net has enabled the parents who are 
working all day, who arc busy, who hardly have enough money to support 
their children. but because they're connected, they can be directly 



involved through e-mail in their ch ildren's education. It made a big 
di fference. And we need to recognize that as much as \ \ C can do with the 
community centers. which we ought Lo do now, eventually we're going to have 
to give home access to low- income people j ust like the rest or us have, and 
1 think we should be working on it. (Applause.) 

Third thing l want Lo do is Lo ask Congress to give private 
companies a couple of bill ion dollars -- that's a lot of money -- in tax 
incen tives to get them to build and support these community technology 
centers. donate qua lity computers and provide computer training. 

l'ourth, I want to do more to give -- thb is a big issue -- I bet 
you notice this here: I bet some teachers I.now this -- we must do more to 
give quality technology trai ning to all of our ne," teachers in America, to 
make sure the) 're as good with computers as they are \\,i th textbooks. You 
can have all the computers in the \\ Orld. and if the kids kno" more about it 
than the teachers -- " hich is ofien the case, at least. if the) 're a 
technologically challenged as I have been in my li fe -- \ \ C' II be behind. 

\Vh) should we expect teachers, who did not gro,, up in the 
computer age. to just know everything they should kno,, to teach the kids 
everything they can teach to ma:\imizc this? We should do more. We O\\ C it 
to the teachers of this country to give them all the training they need to 
maximize all this hardware and software that we're doing our best to put at 
their fingertips, and at the use or their students. (Applause.) 

ext thing we need to do is bring high-speed networks to 
underserved communities. Busine!>!>es arc looking for high-speed Internet 
access when they consider new sites. One of the problems I've got in 
trying to convince people that. even with tax incentives. they ought to go 
to isolated areas is. they don't have high-speed Internet access. and time 
is money. o it's very important to do that. 

And finally. \\ e want to triple our investment in our Commerce 
Department's Technology Opportunity Program. to create innovative 
appl ications of technology for all low-income communities. For example, we 
want to have health infonnation systems that raise childhood immunization 
rates in inner cities. We want to have mentoring for at-risk youth that 
can be done via the Internet. We believe there arc a lot of things that 
can be done to lift the Ii ves or low-income people. and to bring benefits 
to them that normally aren't there, ir we just thin!- about it and we give 
people the tools who live in these communities to think about it and find 
ways to maximize their foture. 

It would be a terrible irony or our Lime if these tools, these 
information revolut ionary tools that arc breaking down barriers all over 
the world -- and 1'11 j ust give you one more fact -- when 1 became 
President -- now, to the kids, this seems like a long time ago, but for the 
adults, it won't be -- when I became President seven years and two weeks 
ago, there were 50 -- 50 sites on the Worldwide Web -- 50. Today, there 
are over 50 mill ion. And it's the fastest-growing mean of communication 
in history by far. Nothing even comes close. 

And as a result, l told somebody the other day -- you lnow. I 



come from a small town in rural Arkansas. and I've got a cousin that plays 
chess once or L\\,ice a '"eek with a gu) in Australia. I mean. it's 
unbelievable. This is the kind of things that's going on. I his Looi is 
breaking down barriers berween nations and cultures, and enabling us to 
come together. and it's opening up all these wonderful opportunities. It 
,,ould be a traged) ifwc allowed th is instrument that is also breaking do\\n 
barriers to build up new barriers to people living their dreams simply 
because they didn't have access to it. fhal's "hat th is whole thing is 
about. 

There are kids in this gym today ""ho. in a fomicr time. might 
never have been able to even think about gcning an education in some sort 
of esoteric technology or scientific subject that will see something on the 
web that will spark your interest. and that )OU will then be able to 
pursue. could change your ,,hole life. It would be wrong for you not to 
have that opportunity. 

There are people here toda) who "" ill understand that they can use 
this tool to make a living and to create economic opportunity in this part 
of Washington. D.C. that's never been there. It \\Ould be \\rong for you not 
to have that opportunity. There arc people here today who can find out 
information about things that already exist. 

I saw -- one young ,, oman was looking at the questions she should 
ask in going to college. Ever) one of you should know that already on the 
books, we have passed tax credits. scholarships and loans so that at least 
two years of college is affordable to everybody in America now. l don't 
care how poor you arc. And if the Congress passes the legislation before 
them now, four years of college will be affordable lo everybody in America, 
l don't care what your income is. You need to know that. (Applause.) 

And it will be tragic if this instrument. that has done more to 
break down barriers between people than anything in all of human history, 
built a new wall because not everybody had access Lo it. That's what this 
whole deal's about. 

Steve Case and l were talking when Darnell was up here talking, 
and he said. you kno\\,. I'm not lilllc anymore. and he did that sort of. oh. 
shucks, routine. you know? (Laughter.) I told teve Case. I said. boy, he 
is really good. (Laughter.) And Steve said, yes. I'm glad I don't have to 
fo llow him. (Laughter.) I want every American to have a story like 
Darnell's. And this tool means that we don't have to give up on anybody. 
We don't have to leave anybody behind. We can all go forward together in 
the most exciting age this count!')' has ever known. And we're here to tell 
)OU we will do our best to make sure you go. 

And I want to close, as Mr. Case did, by saying, it doesn't 
matter what technology you put before you -- to the students - if you 
don't do your part. You've still got to be able to read. You've still got 
to be curious enough to want to learn. You've still got to be disciplined 
enough to be willing to work. But if you get your heart and your mind 
engaged. there should be no barrier to letting you live your dreams 
tomorrow. And we're going to do our best to take the barriers down. 



Thank you, and God bless you. (Applause.) 
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RECORD I YPf<,: PRESIDE, T IAL (NOTE MAIL) 

CREA TOR: Donna Sorkin <dsorl,.in@agbcll.org> ( Donna orkin <dsorkin@agbell.org> l U K OW ] ) 

CRt ATIO DATE/flME: 3-FEB-2000 13:04: 10.00 

UBJECT: Re: Digital Divide 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( C - Jonathan M. Young/OU=WI 1O/O=EOP [ WI 10]) 
REA D:UNK OWN 

CC: Rebecca Parlakian <agbrebecca@aol.com> ( Rebecca Parlakian <agbrebecca@aol.com> [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOW 

TEXT: 
Jonathan, 

We are interested in particpaling. Please contacl me or our membership 
services director (Rebecca Parklakian). 

Donna Sorkin 
Executive Director 
Alexander Graham Bell Associaiton for the Deaf and Hard of Hea ring 
202/337-5220 

Jonathan_M._ Young@who.eop.gov wrote: 

> As the President mentioned in his State of the Union Address, one of the 
> year's major priorities for the Clinton-Gore Administration concerns 
access 
> to our breathtal-.ing technological advances. Computers and the internet 
are 
> transforming our societ) , but not everyone is sharing equal!) in the 
> opportunities they promise. "\Ve must close the digital divide bct,\.-ecn 
> those who've got the tools and those ,.,.ho don't." the President said. I'm 
> writing to identify people interested in ,,orking more closely on this 
> issue. and helping me to understand how we can most effectively ensure 
that 
> people with disabilities have equal access to digital technology. 
> 
> If you are interested in joining in this endeavor, please rep I} LO this 
> emai l with your name, organizational amtiation (if you don't have one, 
> that's fine too), home town, and a phone number where I can reach you. 
If 
> you'd like, I invite you to write a brief description of who you arc and 
> your interests in technology. Thanks. 
bcgin:vcard 
n:Sorkin;Donna 
tel;fax:202 337-3814 
tcl;work:202 337-5220 
x-mozilla-html:FALSE 
adr::;;;;; 



version:2. I 
emai I :intcrnet:dsork in@agbel1.org 
note:test 
fn:Donna Sorkin 
end:vcard 



ARM Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDE TIAL ( OTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Carolyn Perez < 'RRCBPO.C J~ \\ po . .-..tate.ks.us> ( Carolyn Perez < RRCBPO.CSJ@wpo.srate.ks.us> [ 
l K OW ] ) 

CRE/\TIO DA TEffl ME: 3-FEB-2000 10:56:21 .00 

UBJECT: Digital Divide 
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RE/\D:U KNOWN 

CC: Carolyn Perez < RRC8PO.CSJ@" po.state.ks.us> ( Carolyn Perez < ' RRCl:WO.CSJ@wpo.st.ate.ks.us> I 
U K1 0WN]) 
READ:l K 0\ 

TEXT: 
Mr. Young. 
I received your message regarding closing the digital divide. I am 
interested in learning more about \\ hat you arc doing. 

I am Carolyn Perez. a Rehabilitation Specialist ,,ith the talc of Kansas. 
l make recommendations on adaptive devices and son\\are for individuals 
who arc blind and visually impaired. Please add my name to your list of 
interested persons. Thank you. 

Carolyn Perez, Rehabil itation Specialist 
Division of Services for the Blind 
25 16 SW Sixth Street 
Topeka. KS 66606 

Carol) n PereL 
·erviccs for the Blind 
785-296-331 1 
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UBJECT : Re: Digital Div ide 

TO: Jona1ha11 M. Young ( C =Jonathan M . Young/O = WI 1O/O=EOP [ WIIO] ) 
RFAD:U K O W 

Tl::X'I : 
Hello. I'm very much Interested in j o ining in this endeavor to help get the 
people\\ ith disabilities ha,e e ual access to d igital technolog) ... 

M) name is ~)(61 • and I'm a C-6 Quadriplegic. and l ',e been 
paraly1cd. and in a wheelchair for 18 years. I'm one of the T raincrs,and 
Huddies in a group ca lled V irtual Buddies here in orth Carolina . .Thc 
organization takes donated computers. and donated Internet accounts. and 
places them in the homes of IO\\ income people with different 
d isabil ities.The Virtual Buddies program gives those of us who are socially 
isolated most of the t ime at our homes, a way Lo communicate\\ ith others. 
and belier educate oursel ves .. 

(bl\6) 

'ole: We are just finishing a manual that w ill make It easier for Disabled 
people to Lake Col lege Courses via their computer at home, -,owe can 
continue our education. and get jobs too ... 

----- Original Message -----
1· rom: <Jonathan_M ._ Young'a.'\\ho.cop.go, ·> 
ent: fonday. Januar) 31. 2000 9:44 PM 
'ubjccl : Digital Divide 

> A s the President mentioned in hi tale of the Union Address. one of the 
> )ear's major priorit ies for the C linton-Gore Admini!>tration concerns 
access 
> to our breathtal-. ing technological advances. Computers and the internet 
arc 
> transform ing our society. but not ever) one is sharing equally in the 
> opportunities the) promi c. "\ c must clo e the digital divide bemccn 
> those who've got the tools and those who don't." the President said. I'm 
> ,vriting to idcntif) people interested in \\ orking more closel) on thi!-> 
> issue.and helping me to unden,tand how \\e can most effective!} ensure 
that 
> people w ith disabi l ities have equal access to digiial technology. 
> 
> [fyou are interested in j oining in this endeavor, pl~ase repl) 10 this 
> t:rnai l \\ilh ) Our name. organizat ional afliliat ion ( if }OU don't have one. 

I U K OWN J) 



> that's fine too). home town. and a phone number \\ here I can reach you. 
If 
> you'd like. I invite you to -write a brief description of who you are and 
> your interests in technology. Thanks. 
> 
> 
> 
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AR 1S Email . ystem 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDE TIA L ( OTES MAIL) [003 _ 

---, 

CREATOR: (b)(6) 

CREATION DATEff lME: 3-rE C3-2000 I S:38:45.00 

L' BJ ECT: Re: Digital Divide 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( CN- Jonathan M. Young/OU- WI 1O/O=EOP f WI 10 ] ) 
R~AD:U KNOW 

TEXT: 

I am 42 and mobilit) impain::d from a spinal injur) in 1987. When I 
obtained internet access la t summer. 1 realized a "hole ne" \\ orld had 
opened lo me. both in terms of the resources available on the world-wide 
"eb and in terms or the capabilit) co instantl) communicate information. 
lking essentially homebound. I primaril) sec computer tl!Chnolog) as ha, ing 
the potential to allo" persons with disabilities to work from home. and I 
would enjoy the opportunity to help all persons with disabilities take 
advantage of the various possibilities computer technology can offer. 

On Mon. 3 1 Jan 2000 21 :45:46 Jonathan_M._ Young wrote: 
> As the President mentioned in his State of the Union Address. one of the 
>year's major priorities fo r the Clinton-Gan: Admini!:>tration concerns 
access 
>to our breathtaking technological advances. Computers and the internet 
arc 
>transform ing our society, but not everyone is sharing equal ly in the 
>opport un ities they promise. "We must close the digital divide between 
>those\\ ho\ e got the tools and those,, ho don't." the Pre idem said. I'm 
>,Hiting to identi f> people interested in working more close t} on this 
>issue, and helping me to understand how we can most clTecti vely ensure 
that 
>people with disabilities have equal access to digital technology. 
> 
>If you are interested in joining in this endeavor. please reply to this 
>email "ith your name. organizational affi liation (i f you don't have one. 
>that's fine too). home to\\n, and a phone number where I can reach )OU. If 
>) ou'd like. I invite) ou to ,Hite a brief description of who) ou are and 
>~ our inten:sts in technolog}. Thank . 
> 
> 
> 

I UNK OWN l ) 
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ARMS E:.mail . )Stem 
RECORD TYPE: Pile ' ID~ J IAL {NOTE MAIL) 

CREATOR: "Eberly, . usan" <susan-eberly((£uio\\ a.edu> ( "Cherly, Susan" <susan-eberly@uiowa.edu> [ UNKNOW 1 

]) 

CREATION DATEfflMb: 3-FEB-2000 08:29:04.00 

s u n.Jr.CT: Digital Divide 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU-WllO/O=EOP I WlJO I ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Dear Mr. Young. 
I am very much interested in participating in your endeavor -- universal 
access is an important principle (and one that is perhaps even more 
endangered\\ ith the merger of AOL and Time-Warner). 
As to name, affiliation. etc.: 

usan Eberl}. upervi ·or. Information Resource ervices 
Universit} of Iowa I lospitals and Clinics 
Universit) I lospital School - 263 HS 
100 llawkins Drive 
Iowa City, IA 52242-1011 
3 19-356-1338 (weekdays) 
susan-ebcrly@luiowa.edu 

Uni versity 1 lospital School provides health care and other sen ices for 
people with disabilities and the ir fam ilies (to learn more about what we 
do, 
please visit our web site at http://www.medieine.uiowa.edu/uhs). At UI I , I 
supervise communication services that include our Web page, Publications, 
Graphics. and our Disability Resource Library. I am also Information 
Dissemination Coordinator (say that IO times fast!)for our activities as 
Iowa's University Afliliatcd Program. J am a true believer when it comes to 
the potential of the internet, and I want people with disabilities to have 
equal access lo this great resource. 
Susan 

-----Original Message-----
From: Jonathan M. Young@who.cop.gov 

[SMTP:Jonathan_ M._Young@who.cop.gov] 
<mailto:ISMTP:Jonathan_M._ Young@who.eop.gov]> 

Sent: Monday, January 3 1, 2000 8:46 PM 
Subject: Digital Divide 

As the President mentioned in his State of the Union 
Address. one of the year's major priorities for the Clinton-Gore 
Administration concerns access to our breathtaking technological advances. 
Computers and the internet are transforming our society. but not everyone 
is 
sharing equally in the opportunities they promise. "We must c lose the 
digital divide between those who've got the tools and those who don't," the 



President said. I'm \\ riting to identif) people interested in wor"ing more 
closely on this issue, and helping me to understand ho\, \\e can most 
erTeclively ensure that people with disabilities haH: equal access to 
digital technolog). 

I f )OU arc interested in joining in this endeavor. plc!ru.e 
repl) to this email \.\ith your name. organizational amliation (if )OU 

don't 
have one. that's fine too). home town. and a phone number " he re I can reach 
you. If you'd like. I invite you to write a brief description of who you 
are and your interests in technology. Thanks. 

Susan Eberly 
Information Resource Services - S263 HS 
Universil) I lospital School 
University of lo\\a Hospitals and Clinics 
lOO Ha\, kins Drive 
lo\, a City. IA 52242- IO I l 
3 I 9-356-1338 
susan-cbcrl y@uiowa.edu 



AR.i\11 S Emai l ystcm 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: "Roberts. Linda" <Linda_Robcrts@ed.gov> ( "Roberts, Linda" <Linda_Robcrts@cd.gov> [UNKNOWN) 
) 

CREA TJO DA TE/Tl ME: 3-fl·.B-2000 I 0:08: 18.00 

SUBJ EC r: RE: PARTICIPJ\ I' : Digital Divide conference call 

TO: Victoria L. Valentine ( C 1=Victoria L. Valcntinc/OU=WHO/O EOP l WHO] ) 
READ:U K 0 ~ 1 

TEX I': 
Victoria: thanks for your great work on this ... sorr)' the connection was 
such 
a problem. Lesson learncd ... ncxt time we schedule fo r when I am where I 
can 
have a secure and private phone ... unfortunately I thought I was going to be 
back in my office by 3:30, but the Web Based l:.ducation Commission I !earing 
(Secretary Rile) testified) ,,ent longer than planned, and because Riley ahd 
to leave. I had to fill-in during the Q's and A's ... ,.,,hich didn't end until 
3:2S ... that's why 1 was so frazzled. Hope it ,,cnt OK. If there are 
further 
calls today ... routc them to Erica. (Assume you know that Riley is doing 
interview th is a llcmoon and I will be with him.) 

Linda 

> -----Original Message-----
> From: Victoria_L._Valcnt ine@who.eop.gov 
> [SMTP:Victoria_L._Valentinc@who.eop.gov] 
> Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2000 3:25 PM 
> To: linda_roberts@ed.gov 
> Cc: Dag_ Vega@,..,ho.eop.gov 
> ubjcct: PARTJCIPA T. : Digital Divide conference call 
> 
> 
> DIGITAL DIVIDE FY 2001 DlJDGET A OUNCEME T 
> 
> LJ DA ROBERTS. US Department of Education. Director of the Office of 
> Education Technology 
> Date: Today. Wednesday. February 2. 2000 
> Time: 3:30 pm EST 
> 
> The fo llowing have confirmed participation in the conference call : 
> 
> Education Week 
> Andrew Trotter 
> 
> education Daily 
> Michael Cardman 
> 



> r ducationah ~rnndanh 
...,. l inda Renaldin 
...,. 

"> Maggie Reardon 
...,. Information Weck 
"> 

...,. Uara aida 
...,. I cch Dail:,, 
> 
> Dcclan Mc(ullah 
> \\ ired e", 
"> 

> Ben I lammer 
> lnduc;try tandard 
> 
> Doug B ro\\ll 

> Inter a cti"e Weck 
> 
> Dia , mith 
> politicall:,,hlad .. com 
> 
> \ih ia \.1or.:na 
> I he Washington Po-.1 
> 



ARMS Emai l ystcm 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDE IAL ( OTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: TDIExDi r@aol.com ( TDlExDir@aol.com l UNKNOWN J) 

CREATION DA TEfflME: 3-f-El3-2000 09:07:47.00 

SUBJECT: Re: Digital Divide 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( C =Jonathan M. Young/OU=WIIO/O-EOP [ WIIO l) 
READ:U K OW 

"IEXT: 
I Ii Jonathan. 

President Clinton gave an excellent State of the Un ion srccch. I was 
pleased 
to sec him refer to our needs in technology and telecommunications, etc. 
Pis 
do continue to pass on info. or make direct contact with me when it comes 
LO 

areas of 1clecommunications and technology. 

Claude tout 
Executive Di rector 
Telecommunications for the Deaf. Inc. 
email: tdiexdi a;aol.corn 
TTY phone at ,.,,ork: 30 I- 589-3006 

Many thanks, Claude Stout 

In a message dated 1/3 1/00 9:47: 16 PM Eastern Standard Time, 
Jonathan_M._Young@who.cop.gov writes: 

<< Subj: Digital Divide 
Date: 1/31/00 9:47: 16 PM Eastern tandard Time 
From: Jonathan_M._ Young@"'ho.cop.gov 

As the President mentioned in his State of the Union Address. one of the 
year's major priorities for the Clinton-Gore Administration concerns 

access 
to our breathtaking technological advances. Computers and the internet 

are 
transforming our society. but not everyone is sharing equally in the 
opportunities they promise. ''We must close the digital divide between 
those who've got the tools and those who don't," the President said. I'm 
writ ing to identify people interested in working more closely on this 
issue, and helping me to understand how we can most effectively ensure 

that 
people with disabilities have equal access to digital technology. 

Tf you are interested in joining in this endeavor. please reply to this 
email with your name, organizational affi liation (if you don't have one, 



th.it' line too). home lo\\ n. and a phone numb~r "herl! I can reach )OU. Ir 
)Ott'd \il,.e. I imitc )OU to \Hite a bricfdcscnption of\\hO )OU arc and 
)Our intcrc ts in tcchnolo~•). Thanl,.s . ...... 
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ARMS Email yMem 
RECORD TYPE: PRE 'IDE TIAL (NOTE MAIL) 

CREATOR: darien@digitalmafia.com ( daricnfa 1digi1almafia.com [ UNKNOWN I ) 

CRb:ATION DATEf flME: 3-FEB-2000 10:56:36.00 

SUBJECT: FW: Clinton Today/ Digital Divide/ AOL 

TO: Jena V. Roscoe ( C =Jena V. Roscoe/OtJ=WHO/O=EOP [WHO]) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Actual!) leaving the office I will be on cell... 

917 70 1-4332 

-----Original Message-----
F rom: ' icolc lavitt [mailto:nicole@digitalmafia.com] 

ent: Thursday, February 03. 2000 10:20 AM 
To: Darien Dash 
Cc: Jared 

ubjccc: Clinton Today/ Digital Divide/ AOL 
Importance: High 

Clinton Launches Effort to Close 'Digital Divide' 

Wednesday. February 02. 2000 
& 
WA HTNGTO (Reuters) - President Clinton on Wednesday unveiled a 
multibillion-dollar plan to help poor Americans and minorities get access 
to 
the Internet and make it as universal as the telephone. 

Clinton's fiscal year 200 1 budget proposal to Congress will include $2 
billion in ta,x incentives over IO years to encourage private sector 
activities such as computer donations. 

IL will also propose some $380 million in grants to train ne, teachers on 
the use of technology. expand home access to computers for low-income 
families, and create technology centers in underserved communities. 

"Our big goal should be to make connection to the Internet as common as 
connection to 1hc telephone today." Clinton said . 

He made the announcement aimed at bridging the "digi1al d ivide" in the 
United States at Ballou High chool after touring the computer fac ilities 
and watching students demonstrate how to fix computers and go online in the 
computer lab. 

"There is still a big digital divide in this country. and it runs through 
income fi rst -- low income families are far le s likely to have access to 



the Internet and computers. Also, fo r reasons we don't entirely understand, 
there is a separate racia l and ethnic component to it." Clinton said. 

"When we talk about bridging the digital divide \\e mean that ... everybody 
ought to have access to a computer, cverybod) ought to have access to the 
Internet and everybody ought to know ho\\ to use it," Clinton said. 
recounting stories of ho" people have prospered once the) were given access 
to computers. 
Clinton listed closing the so-called "digital divide" as one of his top 
priorities for his final year in office when he gave the talc of the Union 
address to the nation last week. 

In December 1999 Clinton signed an executi e memorandum to ensure closing 
the digital divide,, ill ht! a vital goal of the federal government and he is 
due to tour depressed areas left out of the explosion of Internet access 
this spring. 

A Commerce Department study released in July 1999 sho,\ed a growing divide 
between the percentage of white and minorities. urban and rural dwellers 
and 
rich and poor who are connected to the Internet. 

LIMITED INTERNET ACCESS 

The !)ludy found 60 percent of households earning $75.000 or more had 
Internet access, compared with less than 10 percent of households earn ing 
less than $20,000. Whites were more likel) to have Internet access than 
blacks and I lispanics across all income levels. 

The president's 200 I budget proposal called for $2 billion in tax 
incentives 
over the next decade to encourage private corporations to donate computers. 
sponsor community technology centers and pay for technology training for 
workers. 

It v,ould also earmark $150 million -- t\vicc the current amount -- in 
Department of Education grants to help train all new teachers enteri ng the 
work force to use technology effect ively, plus $ 1 00 111 i II ion to create 1,000 
technology centers in low-income urban and rural neighborhoods. 

The initiative would also set aside $50 million for a pilot program to help 
more poor fam ilies bu) computers for home use, and $45 million to promote 
innovative technological projects in poor and minority communities. 

The president will also ask Congress to approve using $25 million to 
accelerate private sector development of broad band networks in underserved 
and rural communities, and $IO million to train Native Americans for 
careers 
in information technology (IT) and other technical fields. 

While the Republican-controlled Congress is likely to be "ary of any 
proposals lo boost government spending, Clinton's initiative is hinged 
heavily on leveraging private sector investments through the use of tax 
credits and grants. 



Clinton appeared at the high school ,,ith America Online Inc. chief 
executive 

teve Case. ,..,ho also spoke of the importance of helping make sure computers 
and internet access were accessible to all sectors of societ). 

Ca e said after the speech the AOL Foundation had given away some 50,000 
Internet accounts to help reach that goal. "We need to continue to bui ld 
all 
aspects of the medium," he said. 

Clinton also noted that if children did not have access to computers in 
school. it could hurt more in the fi.1ture. 

"Eventually this digital d ivide will deprive businesses of the workers they 
need." he said. "It could also" iden inequal ity in our society between 
people based on \\ ho's connected and who's not." 



ARMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESlDENTJAL (NOTES MJ\1L) 

CREATOR: Victoria L. Valentine ( CN=Victoria L. Valentine/OU= WHO/O=EOP [WHO]) 

CREATION DATEffTME: 3-FEB-2000 10:14:32.00 

SUBJECT: RE: PARTICIPANTS: Digital Divide conference call 

TO: "Roberts, Linda" <Linda_Robcrts@ed.gov> ( "Roberts, Linda" <Linda_Roberts@ed.gov> [UNKNOWN]) 
REJ\D:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Thank YOU. 1t went well once we were underway. 
T look forward to working with you again in the future. 

-- Victoria 



ARMS Emai l ystem 
RECORD TYPE: PRE IDE TIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: darien@digitalmafia.com ( darien@'digitalmatia.com I UNK OWN ) ) 

CREA TIO, DATE/TIM£: 3-f'EB-2000 10:43:43.00 

SUBJECT: F\V: Clinton Today/ Digital Di, idc/ AOL 

TO: Jena V. Roscoe ( C =Jena V. Roscoe/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WIJO I ) 
READ:UNK OWN 

TEXT: 
Let's talk need to get in here. 

I signed m) deal ) esterday! 

Darien. 

- -Original Message----
From: icolt: Slavin [mailto:nicole@digitalmalia.com] 
Sent: Thursday. Februnry 03, 2000 10:20 AM 
To: Darien Dash 
Cc: Jared 
Subject: Clinton Today/ Digital Divide/ AOL 
Importance: High 

Clinton Launchc!> Hfort to Close 'Digital Divide' 

Wednesday, February 02, 2000 
& 
WAS) IINGTO (Reuters) - President Clinton on Wednesday unvei led a 
muhibillion-dollar plan to help poor Americans and minorities get access 
to 
the Internet and mal,.e it as universal as the telephone. 

Clinton's fiscal year 2001 budget proposal to Congress \\ill include $2 
bi llion in tax incentives over IO years to encourage private sector 
activities such as computer donations. 

It will also propose some $380 mill ion in grants lo train new teachers on 
the use of technology, expand home access to computers for low-income 
families, and create technology centers in underservcd communities. 

"Our big goal should be to make connection to the Internet as common as 
connection to the telephone toda) ." Clinton said. 

He made the announcement aimed at bridging the "digital divide" in the 
United States at Ballou High chool after touring the computer faci lities 
and watching students demonstrate how to fix computers and go onl inc in the 
computer lab. 



'There is stil l a big digital divide in this country, and it runs through 
income first -- km income families are for less likely to have acces~ to 
the Internet and computers. Also. for reasons we don't entirely understand. 
there is a separate rncial nnd ethnic component to it,'' Clinton said. 

"When we tall-. about bridging the digital divide \\e mean that ... everybod) 
ought 10 have access to a computer. everybody ought to have access to the 
Internet and everybody ought to kno,, ho,, to use it," Clinton said. 
recounting stories of how people have prospered once they were given access 
to computers. 
Clinton listed closing the so-called "digital divide" as one of his top 
priorities for his final year in office \\hen he gave the State of the Union 
address to the nation last week. 

In December 1999 linton signed an executive memorandum to ensure closing 
the digital divide will be a vital goal of the federal government and he is 
due to tour depressed areas left out of the c;-.plosion of Internet access 
this spring. 

A Commerce Department study released in Ju ly 1999 showed a growing divide 
between the percentage of white and minorities. urban and rural dwellers 
and 
rich and poor who arc connected to the internet. 

LIMITED INTER ET ACCES 

The stud) found 60 percent of households earning $75.000 or more had 
Internet access, compared with less than 10 percent of households earning 
less than $20.000. Whites were more likely to have Internet access than 
blacks and Hispanics across all income levels. 

The president's 200 I budget proposal called for $2 billion in ta;,.. 
incentives 
over the nex1 decade to encourage private corporations Lo donate computers. 
sponsor community technology centers and pay for technology lrai11 i11g for 
workers. 

It would also earmark $ 150 mill ion -- twice the current amount -- in 
Department of Education grants to help train al l new teachers entering the 
work force to use technology effectively, plus$ I 00 million to create 1,000 
technology centers in low-income urban and rural neighborhoods. 

The initiative would also set aside $50 million for a pilot program to help 
more poor families buy computers for home use, and $45 million to promote 
innovative technological projects in poor and minorit) communities. 

The president will also ask Congress to approve using $25 million to 
accelerate private sector development of broad band networks in underservcd 
and rural communities, and$ IO million to train Native Americans for 
careers 
in information technology (lT) and other technical fields. 

While the Republican-controlled Congress is likely to be wal)' of any 
proposals to boost government spending. Clinton's initiative is hinged 



heavi ly on leveraging private sector investments through the use of tax 
cred its and grants. 

Clinton appeared at the high school with America Online Inc. chief 
executive 
Steve Case. who also spoke of the importance of helping make sure computers 
and Jntemet access \\ ere accessible to a ll sectors of societ)'. 

Case said after the speech the /\OL Foundation had given away some 50.000 
internet accounts to help reach lhat goal. "We need to continue 10 build 
all 
aspects of the medium," he said. 

C linton also nmcd that if children did not have access to computers in 
school, it could hurt more in the future. 

"Eventually this digital d ivide will deprive busincs~cs of the\\ orl..ers the) 
need." he said. "It could also widen inequality in our society between 
people based on ,, ho's connected and who's nol." 



ARMS Email Sy~tem 
RECORD TYPI~: PRE IDENTlAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREA rOR: "Wendell J. Carter" <wjcarter'@ncxphase.com> ( "Wendell J. Carter" <wjcarter~ ne:-.phase.com> [ 
UNK~OW, I) 

CREA T lO1 DA TEfflME: 3-FEB-2000 07:46:49.00 

SUBJECT: Re: President Clinton's Digital Divide Event -- Invitation for Wednesday,February 2. 2000 

TO: Jena V. Roscoe ( CN- Jena V. Roscoe/OU=Wl 10 /0 - t-OP [ WI 10 J) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
I ii Jena, 
I just retumcd to town today and have just review your mail. ' orry, I did 
not read the notice in time to attend the event. Thank you such much for 
thinking of me. I hope) ou "ill keep me on your list for fu ture 
consideration. 

All the best. 

Wendell J. Carter 
----- Original Message----
From: <Jena_ V._Roseoe@who.eop.gov> 
To: <Wjcarter@nc>..phasc.eom> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01. 2000 4:11 PM 
Subject: President Clinton's Digital Divide Event -- Invitation for 
Wednesday,Februar) 2. 2000 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

THE WHITE llOUSE 
WA Hl}JGTO 

INVlTATION/RSVP FORM 

> DATEf l'I ME: Wednesday, February 2. 2000. I 0:30am 
> 
> LOCATION : Ballou Senior High School 
> 340 I 4th Street, SE 
> Washington, DC 
> 
> PRINCIPAL BRJEFERS: 
> 

The President 

> ODJECTIVE: The President will announce his intent to request 
> funding in the federal budget to address the digital 
> divide. 
> ARRIVAL& 
> CLEARANCE 
> I FORMATION: For entrance. your name must be on the White House 
RSVP 
> list and you must provide photo identification such 



as 
> 
> 
> 
> 

> 
> 

a valid drivcr?s license that displays your date of 
birth. 

> Please RSVP by email or telephone 
> no later than Tuesday. Fcbrual') I . 2000 at 7:00pm 
> to: Jena Roscoe 
> Associate Director 
> Oflice of Public Liaison 
> Jcna_Roscoc@oa.eop.gov 
> Phone: 202-456-6657 
> 
> Yes. I wi ll be attending the announcement on Wedncsda). 
February 
> 2. 2000. 
> 
> o. I will not be able to attend, but would like for my Senior 
> Level Re pre ·entacive to attend on my bchal f on Wcdnesda). February 2. 
2000. 
> 
> Full amc: Title: --- - - --------> --- ----- ------ -
> 
> Corporal ion/Organ i1.ation: 
> 

> 
> Corporation/Organization Address: 
> ________ _ _________ _ _ _ _ 

> 
> Office umber: Fa, : Email: ------- -------
> ------- - --> 
> No. I will not be able to attend. Please keep me informed. 
> 
> 
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CREATOR: "Brian W. Dale" <Brian W._ Dale@I IUO.GOV> ( "Brian W. Dale" <Brian_ \V._Dale@'HUD.GOV> [ 
l K 'OWN]) 

CREA TJO DATEfflME: 4-FEB-2000 18:54 :40.00 

SUBJECT: Re: Digita l Divide 

TO: Jonathan M . Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU WHO/O=EOP [ WHO I ) 
READ:U KNOWN 

CC: "Catherine N. Herrick" <Catherine_N._l lerrick@l IUD.GOV> ( "Catherine N. 1 lcrrick" 
<Cathcrine_N._Herrick@I IUD.GOV> [ UNKNOWN I) 
READ:UNKNO\V 

CC: ''Ju lie B. Fagan" <Julic_ l3._Fagan@l IUD.GOV> ( "Julie B. Faga11'' <Julic_l3._Fagan@J IUD.GOV> [ UNKNOWN 
]) 
REAO:U KNOWN 

TEXT: 
Jonathan. remember that I IUD has the Neighborhood Networks initiative which 
has 
been ,..,orking for several )ears to help communities and individuals bridge 
the 
digital divide. You can contact the Wa!>hington D.C. area I IUD omce that 
supports eighborhood 1etworks at: 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
9300 Lee Highway 
Fairfax. VA 22031-1207 

phone: I (888)3 12-2743 

e-mail: www.hud.gov/nnw/nm\ .index.html or 
www.neighborhoodnetworks.org 

I hope this information has been helpful. l f you need more infonnation 
about 

eighborhood etworks. please e-mail or call me at (80 I )524-6073. Thanks -
Brian. 
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CREATOR: "Paul W. Schroeder" <pv,1s@afb.net> ( "Paul W. Schroeder" <pws@afb.net> [ UNKNOWN ] ) 

CREATION DATEfflME: 4-FEB-2000 11: 14:39.00 

SUBJECT: Re: C linton-Gore: From Digital Divide to Digital Opportunity 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
OK, You're right about other identity groups, but, as you know, there's two 
problems in the divide for those of us with disabilities: 
I. affordability, same for other low-income and marginalized groups. 
2. Tech design, not same for other groups (at least not as intensely), 
technology that excludes by design is a different issue than technology 
that is excluded from people because of income or location. 

And, of course, the "Falling" report does not include the picture of 
disability access. So, the focus on the divide tends, naturally, to follow 
the statistics, and our issues are not addressed there. 

I in no way wish to minimize the very real problems faced by minorities, 
especially low-income, single-headed, urban and rural households in 
accessing and using computers and the Internet. Quite the contrary. l am a 
member of the Alliance for Public Technology that long has championed 
"Connecting Each to All," a vision of high-capacity interactive 
transmission for all Americans. 

Thanks for your continued work on this and for keeping us connected. 

Paul 
At 10:39 AM 2/4/00 -0500, you wrote: 
>I hear what you're saying. At the same time, did you pay attention to 
>mention of other identity groups? There's virtually none there too. We 
>need to be able to read disability into references to "all" children, 
>communities, etc. 
> 
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CREATOR: Victoria L. Valentine ( CN==Victoria L. Valcntine/OU==WllO/O=EOP [ WI 10]) 

CREATIO OATE/TINIE: 4-FEB-2000 15:55:09.00 

SUBJECT: digital divide photo 

TO: Dag Vega ( CN-=-Dag Vcga/OU==Wl 1O/O==EOP@i':OP [ UNKNOWN I ) 
READ:UNK OW 

TEXT: 
PRESIDE T CU TO A , OU CES EW PROPO AL TO CLO ETHE DIGITAL DIVIDE A l) 

l CREASE DlGITAL OPPORTU ITV 
Ballou High chool. Washington. DC 
\Vednesda}. Februal) 2. 2000 

From left to right: 
Steve Case. CEO. America Onl ine 
Darnell Curley, Computer Coordinator. Ballou High School 
President Clinton 
Photo credit: David Scull, T he White House 

========= ATTACHMENT 1 -
A TT CRE/\TION T IME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
Unable to convert ARMS_l: XT:[A lTACI I.DI 7JARMS2 I 7503340.046 to ASCII. 
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CREATOR: Marc Pearl <mpearl@itaa.org> ( Marc Pearl <mpcarl~ itaa.org> [ UNK 0\ ] ) 

CREA TIO DATE/flME: 4-FEB-2000 00: I 0:25.00 

SUBJECT: FW: Digital Divide/Opportunit) -- from toda,>'s F Chronicle 

TO: Lisa M. Kountoupcs ( CN=Lisa M. Kountoupes/OU- WHO/O- 1-.OP [WHO] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

CC: Marjorie Bynum <mbynum@itaa.org> ( Marjorie Bynum <mb) num@itaa.org> [ UNKNOWN J) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Lisa: 
In line with a little bit of what we discussed. Marjorie Bynum. our 
Education and Workforce person, is anxious to work with you in helping to 
make the President's Spring road trip a rousing success. Marc 

> Positive Attitude Creates Workforce Hero Bay Area CEO helping lead 
> minorities into tech revolution Benny Evangelista, Chronicle Staff 
> Writer <mailto:bennyc@sfgate.com> Thursday, February 3, 
200 
> 
> 

> Growing up the seventh of 13 children in a poor African American family 
in 

> the Midwest. Bob Knowling Jr. said he was surrounded by people telling 
him 
> he would never amount to much. Except for one -- his mother. Geneva. 
She 
> made him stay in sch<X)I and keep his mind focused beyond several pain ti.ii 
> incidents that could have embittered anybody else for life . " My mom 
> always told me. 'Channel your aggression. channel your frustration into 
> positives.'" Knowling said. " She always had a positive outlook." 
> Today, Knowling is not only the successful chief executive of a rising 
> Silicon Valley technology company, Covad Communications Group lnc., but 
he 
> won praise from President Clinton last week as an ··American hero" for 
> leading an effort to bring more minorities into the 1echnology workforce. 
> Knowling is beading a task force that is developing a nationwide 
> internship program. to start this summer. designed to steer more African 
> American. Hispanic and Native American students into careers in 
> information technology ... What we've got to do is level the playing 
field 
> around the country so that all kids arc getting access to the great, wide 
> wonderful technological revolution," Knowling said. " It has nothing to 
> do with gray matter. I low do you determine if people are going to make it 
> or not, is it genetics or environment? ll's all environment. I'm living 
> proof of that." Knowling, 44, stepped into the national spotlight when 



> he \,as one of IO Americans invited to sit in the I louse of 
Representative's 
> galler) next to I lillary Clinton to watch the president' rate of the 
Union 
> address. In 1998. Knowling became CEO of Covad, the anta Clara company 
> that is one of the top providers of high-speed DSL Internet service in 
the 
> country. Covad posted a nel loss of$195.4 million on revenues of$66.5 
> million in 1999. but analysts believe the company is well positioned to 
> take advantage of a projected e.,plosivc gro,v1h of high- speed DSL. or 
> digital subscriber lines. Under Knowling's leadership, the finn, which 
> went publ ic a year ago, has almost tripled in value to $7.54 billion. 
> Last year, Knowling became chair of the Digital Opportunity Initiative. 
> sponsort:d b) the trade group lnfonnation Technology Association of 
> America. That group is launching the internship program this summer: 
> details are sti ll being firmed up. The TT AA and the While House asl-ed 
> Kno" ling to spearhead the initiative to help bridge a Digital Divide in 
> the U .. technology workforce. According Lo an [TAA task force report, 
> African Americans account for about IO percent of the overall U . . 
> work force, but only 5 percent of all computer programmers. I lispanics 
> account for about 9 percent of the general workforce, but only 4 percent 
> of computer programmers. Native Americans account for less than I percent 
> in both the genera l and programmer workforces. Kno,, ling is against 
> forcing affirmative act ion quotas. But, he said, the Digital Opportunity 
> Initiat ive's goal is to encourage more minorities to strive for 
technology 
> jobs. That starts with getting the top executives in technology to 
replace 
> talk with action to divcrsiry their workforces. " It's not li ke there's 
> some great plan out there to keep fo lks out of the proression," said 
> Knowling.who was an executive at US West and Ameritech before joining 
> Covad in 1998 ... It's an issue or emphasis, focus and commitment, and it 
> come~ at all different levels." Knowling's committee has at least I 0 
> companies committed to create paid internships -- both summer and 
yearlong 
> -- for minority college students, said IT AA President I larris Miller. The 
> program would start small, but even if it initially ad(h just 50 to I 00 
> minority workers to the ranks, that would encourage more students and 
more 
> companies to join, and eventually snowball into tens of thousands of 
> internships. Miller said. And Knowling wants more than just an " amateur 
> hour" internship that teaches basic mail room skills. but a .. robust" 
> program with hands- on experience in all aspects of the bu~ine~s --
> technical. financial, sales, marketing. Knowling believes a positive 
> internship gives a company a competitive recruiting advantage ... The 
> (big) high-tech finns arc getting the cream-of-the-crop kids." he said. 
> " I fT give you three wonderful experiences with me, three summers in a 
> row. and you've contributed to the bottom line, I've got a real good 
> chance of winning you." It's the kind of advantage Kno"ling himself 
> wasn't afforded as a member of a poor family in Kokomo. Ind. When he was 
> in first grade, he '"ent with his mother Lo the local welfare office to 
> pick up food. He saw the hurt in her face when she was denied more peanut 
> butter by an office worker who remarked, " You should have thought about 
> that when you were having 13 kids." " She said that day we were going 



lo 
> get out of social assistance, and my mom went to work two jobs." 
Knowling 
> said. " A life imprint wa!:. planted on me that da) ." In the si~th grade. 
> while living on his grandparents' farm in Missouri. he brought a fishing 
> lure his mother had given him as a Christmas gitt to school for 
> show-and-tell. When the lure accidcntail) stuck on a white classmate's 
> sweater, his teacher dragged Knowling out of his seat by his car and 
> started beating him severely with a paddle. The teacher said, " That's 
> why ,.,,e don't like you black kids in this school, you're always doing 
stuff 
> that doesn't make any sense," Knowling said. " I le beat me for probably 
20 
> minutes. When l sat down. I couldn't feel anything and my butt \'-a just 
> numb." Knowling, who managed to keep a sm ile on his face as he related 
> the painful experience, said the optimistic altitude his mother instilled 
> in him helped him turn the incident into " a pos itive catal) st" to 
> disprove all the people v.ho said " you can't do it." The articulate 
> Knowling. ,.,,ho bears a resemblance to San Francisco GianL<; Manager Dusty 
> Baker. eventually earned a degree in theology from Indiana's Wabash 
> College. where he was a four-sport ath lete. From there, he \\Cnt to work 
> for Indiana Bell. which later became Ameritech, and eventually became 
vice 
> president of network operations for both Ameritech and U West. \\hich he 
> joined in 1997. Civil rights activist the Rev. Jesse Jackson, who is 
also 
> pushing for more diversil) in ilicon Valll!y. said Knowling possesses " a 
> powerfu l presence and a selfless spirit." .. If he had stayed in Kokomo, 
> he never would have had the opportunity Lo be head of a major business." 
> said Jackson ... This again shows how much productivity ,,e lose" hen we 
> \\aste talent." Knov.,ling said he was honored to be acknowledged by 
> Clinton, but " didn't think it was such a big deal." I le also says no 
one 
> has anointed him to change all o fSil ieon Valle). " Jfm .. legacy in life 
> is I only get one kid Lo take the right road instead of the wrong road, 
> then it was worth it. A long the way. if we establish ourselves as a 
> benchmark for a best practice company that is doing things to bridge the 
> Digital Divide. so be it." 
> 
Marjorie Bynum 
Vice President, Workforce Development 
Information Technology Association of America (ITA.A) 
1616 N. Fort Myer Drive, Suite 1300 
Arlington. VA 22209 
(703)284-5318-phone 
(703) 525-2279-fax 
mb) num@itaa.org 
Web Site: www.itaa.org 
www. itaa.org/workforce 

* Register now for lTAA's ational IT Workforce Convocation. April 10-11. 
2000 in Chicago--Solutions for the New Millennium. 
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CREA TIO DJ\ TErTIME: 4-FEB-2000 09:46:52.00 

SUBJECT: Jon Or~1ag I cc. Daley Digital Divide Event 

TO: cmills'?coxygen.com ( cmitls@oxygcn.com @ inct I U KN0\1/N]) 
READ:UNK OWN 

CC: jorszag@doc.gov (jorszag~doc.gov fi.f_, inet [ K OW ] ) 
READ:UNK1 OW 

TEXT: 
l saw Jon Orszag last night and he would like to talk to you regarding the 
Comdex computer expo in Chicago on Apri l 18th. Sec. Daley is the first 
government official Lo ever spe"8k there. One of the topics he would like 
to address is the digital divide and they arc hoping to get Oprah 
participate. Jon is goi11g to contact you directly v .. ith more details. 
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CREATOR: Joel K. Wiginton ( CN=Jocl K. Wiginton/OU- WHO/O EOP [ WI 10]) 

CREA TIO DATE/TIME: 4-f-EB-2000 16:52:07 .00 

SUBJECT: Re: Digital divide 

TO: Thomas A. Kalil ( CN=Thomas A. KaliVOU=OPD/O- EOP@EOP f OPD]) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Tt was actuall) Mikulski's office that asked for the meeting (fyi - the 
president mentioned working on the digital divide with her at today's 
unity event with the enate dems). Can ) ou do Tucsda) morning at 11 :00? 
I'll make them come here. Thani...s. 

Ts there anyone else that should be invited? 

Thomas A. Kalil 
02/03/2000 03:09: l9 PM 
Record Type: Record 

To: Joel K. Wiginton/WI 1O/EOP@bOP 
cc: 
Subject: Digital divide 

finaJ paper - )CS happy to meet with Biden's folks 
altough we really need support on 

Approps - Labor, HH and CJ 
Senate Finance (for the tax piece) 
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THE CLINTON-GORE ADMIN ISTRATION: 
FROM DIGITAL DIVIDE TO DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY 

February 2, 2000 

Today, President Clinton will unveil a comprehensive proposal to help bridge the Digital Divide and to help create 
digital opportunity for all Americans. This issue has also been a top priority for Vice President Gore, who has 
worked to bridge the Digital Divide by ensuring that all of our children have access to educational technology. 
Access to computer., and the Internet and the ability 10 effectively use this technology arc becoming increasingly 
imponant for full panicipation in America's economic. political and social li fe. Unfonunately. unequal access to 
technolog) and high-tech skills by income. educational level, race, and geography could deepen and reinforce the 
divisioru, that exist within American '-OCicty. Prcsidcn1 Clinton believes that ,,e must make access to computers 
and the Internet as universal as the telephone is today •· in our schools, libraries, communi1ics. and homes. 

To make the most of these new opponunitie!>. the ,~resident believes we must: 

• Broaden access to technologies such as computers. the Internet, and high-spel-d ne1,,orks; 
• Provide people the skilled teachers and the training they need to master the information economy; 
• Promote online content and applications that ""ill help cmpo,,er all Americans 10 use new technologies to 

their fu llest potential. 

President Clinton ,, ill announce spccilic proposah in his FY2001 budget to help accomplish these goals and help 
create digital opponunity for more Americans - including 2 billion in tax incentives to encourage private sector 
activities such as computer donations, and $380 million in new and expanded initia1ivcs to serve as a calalyst for 
public-private partnerships. 

PRESIDENT CLI 

I. S2 billion o\·er 10 years in tai incentives to encourage pri\•ate ector donation of computers, 
sponsorship of community technology centers, and technology training for worker . 

2. S 150 million to help train all new teachers entering the workforce to use technology effectively. 

3. 100 million to create 1,000 Community Technology Centers in low-income urban and rural 
neighborhoods. 

4. 50 million for a public/pri\·ate partnership to expand home access to computers and the Internet 
for low-income families. 

5. -ts million to promote innovative applications of information and communication technology for 
under-served communities. 

6. 25 million to accelerate private sector deployment of broadband netnorks in under-sen •ed 
urban and rural communities. 

7. S10 million to prepare NatiH Americans for careers in Information Technology and other 
technical fields. 

To Help MobiliLe Publk /Prh•atePartoerships To Clo e the Digital Divide, President Clinton Will Lead A 
cw Markets Trip This April: Closing the Digital Divide requires creative pannershj~ between induslr). non­

profit organizations and government. That's why President Clinton will lead a New Markets trip this April 
designed to mobilize a significant private and public effort to close the digital divide. This trip, which will include 
leading high-tech CEOs, will highlight communities that are using informal ion technology to enhance our 
children's education. expand access to life-long learning. and create economic gr0\\.1h and high-tech, high-wage 
jobs. 
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Private sector competition and rapid technological progress arc powerful forces for bridging the digital divide and 
for making lnfom1ation Age tools available for more and more Americans. The infom1ation technology industry is 
able to double the amount of computing po,, cr available a1 a given price every 12-18 months. and is now selling 
)0\\-cost computers and .. infonnation appliances .. - such as specialized Internet accec;s devices. ome companies 
are even offering free. advertiser-supported Internet acce::.s. 8) wor~ing with the private sector and community­
based organizations. the Administr-..ition can accderate the trend of expanded access. 

But acce:.s to technology is only the fir:.t step. We also need 10 give more people the skills they need to use 
technology, promote content and applications of technology that will help empower under-served communities, and 
ensure that our teachers can use technology efTectivcly in the classroom. Below is a hrief description of the 
initiatives that President Clinton and Vice President Gore arc proposing to help accomplish these goals: 

J. S2 billion over JO years in ta~ incenti,·es lo encourage privalc ector donation of computers, spon orship 
of community l.echnology centers, and technology trai ning for workers: President Clinton's budget 
includes $2 billion in tax incentives to encourage companies to donate computers to schools. libraries and 
community technology center:., to sponsor schools. libraries. and community technology centers in designated 
Empowerment Zones. and to provide basic computer training. workplace literacy, or other basic education for 
their employees. 
• Encouraging companies to donate computer . TI1e President proposes 10 extend and expand an 

enhanced tax deduction to provide companies" ith an incentive 10 donate computers to schools. libr..iries 
and computer technology centers. Thb enhanced deduction allO\\S companies to deduct more than the cost 
of their donation. Under current law. this enhanced deduction applies to donations of computers to schools 
only and expires after the year 2000. The President's proposal would ext.md this provision through June 
30. 2004 and "ould expand it to donations to public libraries or community technolog) centers in 
Empowerment Zones. Enterprise Communities. and high-poverty areas. 

• Promoting corporate sponsorship of schools, libraries and community technology centers. TI1e 
President proposes tax relief to encourage companies 10 sponsor schools and community technology centers 
in Empowennent Zones and Enterprise Communities and targeted low-i ncome areas. The President's 
proposal \\ ould allocate credits for $16 million in corporate sponsorship to each of the 31 existing 
Cmpowennent Zones and IO proposed new Empowerment Zones and $4 million in corporate sponsorship 
for each of the more than 80 Enterprise Communities. In total. the President's proposal would help c;upport 
up 10 nearly SI billion in annual sponsorships to help improve schools and community technology centers. 

• upporling technology training for " orkers. The President's proposal would provide targeted tax relief 
to encourage companies to provide basic computer training, workplace literacy, or other basic education for 
employees that lack the basic skills to succeed in the modern workplace. Companies would be allowed to 
take a 20 percent ta.x credit for up to $5,250 in annual expenses per employee. Eligible employees 
generally would not have received a high school degree or its equivalent. 

2. $150 million to help train all new teachers entering the workforce use technology effectively in the 
cla room: Under the leadership of President Clinton and Vice President Gore. the United States has made 
enonnous progress in connecting schools to the Internet, and increasing the number of modem computers in rhc 
classroom. However, access to computers and the Internet will not help students achieve high academic 
standards unless teachers are as comfortable with a computer as they are with a chalkboard. President Clinton's 
budget calls for $150 million in Department of Education grants -- double the last year's investment of $75 
million - to ensure that all new teachers entering the workforce are technologically literate and can integrate 
technology into the curriculum. The need for this investment is clear. According to the ational Center for 
Education Statistics, only 20 percent of teachers report that they are ·-very well prepared" to integrate 
technology into classroom. And over the next 10 years. K- 12 schools will need to hi re 2 miJJion new teachers 
to fill the vacancies left by retiring teachers and to accommodate increasing student populations. 
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3. SI 00 million to create up to 1,000 Community Technology Centers in low-income urban and rurnl 
communities: The President's budget more than triples the Department ofEducation·s support for Community 
Technology Centers - from $32.5 million in f- Y2000 to S I 00 million in FY200 I. This initiative, championed by 
Congress\\oman Ma.,ine Waters \\as initially funded at S10 million in fiscal year 1999. The goal of the 
initiative is to help close the "digital divide·· by providing computers and Information Age tools to children and 
adults that are not able to afford them at home. 17,esc community technology center.. will help empower 
hundreds of thousands of lo\\-income children and adults in a variety of ways. Children will be able to 
improve their performance in school by having access 10 high-quality educational sofuvare after school and 
prepare for the high-tech workplace of the 21st century by gett ing certified with an infonnation technology 
sl-.ill. Adults will be able to use computers and the Internet to take a self-paced adult literacy course; get access 
to America's Job Bank to sec what jobs are available: learn to t)pe up a resume and cover letter using word 
processing software; learn to start up their own "micro-enterprise·· or Web-based business. or acquire new 
training. A study sponsored by the 1ational ciencc Foundation confirms that Community Technology Centers 
are helping 10 bridge the digital divide. Of the user., surveyed: 62 percent had incomes of less than SIS.000; 65 
percent took computer classes to improve their job skills; and 41 percent got homework help or tutoring at the 
center. 

4. SSO million for a public/private partnership to e~paod borne acce s to computers and the Internet for 
low-income families: The President's budget includes a new $50 million Department of Commerce pilot 
program to expand access to computers and the Internet for low-income families. and to give these fami lies the 
skills they need to use these new lnfonnation Age tools effectively. This new program will provide 
competitive brrants to public-private partnerships at the local level. Potential partners might include: local 
school districts seeking to expand parental involvement mn education; high-tech companies willing Lo provide 
discounts on computers and access: libraries offering training on "infonnation literacy''; employers seeking to 
upgrade the skills of their workforce using distance learning, and government agencies at all levels seeking to 
save taxpayer dollar., through the electronic delivery of government services. The Administration ,\ ill continue 
to \\Ork with the private sector and non-profit organizations on the most effective way to design this program. 

5. S45 million to promote innovath•e applications of info:rmation technology for under-served communities: 
President Clinton's budget will increase the investment in the Department of Commerce's highly-successful 
Technology Opportunities Program (TOP) to S45 million - triple the current level of S 15 million. Tilis 
program encourages innovative applications of information technology that help empower low-income 
communities - public health infonnation systems that raise childhood immunization rates in inner-cities. telc­
mentoring for at-risk youth. and electronic networks that strenbrthen local communities by fostering 
communication and collaboration. 

6. S25 million to accelerate private ector deployment of high- peed networks in under- erved urhan and 
rural communities: High-speed Internet access is becoming as important to the economic vitality ofa 
community as roads and bridges are today. The President will propose a new $25 million program at the 
Department of Commerce and the Department of Agriculture to accelerate private sector deployment of 
broadband networks in under-served urban and rural communities -- using grants and loan guarantees. TI1e 
potential payoff from these kinds of investments is enormous. One company, for example, has helped people 
move from "welfare-to-work" by connecting their community with the high-speed networks needed to support 
telecommuting. This solves some of the biggest barriers associated with welfare- to-worl.. - lack of childcare 
and rransportation. 

7. 10 million to prepare 'ativc American for careers in information technology and other technical 
fields: The National Science Foundation will support efforts by tribal colleges to increase the number of 
Native Americans who are prepared to pursue careers in infonnation technology and other technical fields. 
The ability to use technology is becoming increasingly important in the workplace, and jobs in the rapidly 
growing infonnation technology sector pay almost 80 percent more than the average private sector wage. 
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THF. IMPORTANCE OF BRIDGI G THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

Access to computers and the Internet and the ability to effectively use this technology are becoming incrcac;ingly 
important for full participation in America·s economic. political and social life. People arc using the Internet to 
find lower prices for goods and services, work from home or start their own business, acquire new skills using 
distance learning, and make better infonned decisions about their healthcare needs. The ability to use technology is 
becoming increasingly important in the workplace, and jobs in the rapidly growing information technology sector 
pay almost 80 percent more than the avemge private sector wage. 

Technology. used creatively, can also make a big difference in the way teachers teach and students learn. In some 
classrooms. teachers are using the Internet to keep up with the latest developments in their field. exchange lesson 
plans with their colleagues. and communicate more frequently" ith parents. Students arc able to log on to the 
Library of Congress to download primary documents for a history paper. explore the universe with an Internet­
connected telescope used by professional astronomers. and engage in more active .. learning by doing." Students 
are also creating powerful Internet-based learning resources that can be used by other students such as award­
\\inning Web sites on endangered species. the biology of sleep. human pcrceplion of sound. and an exploration of 
the American judicial system. 

Access to computers and the Internet has exploded during the Clinton-Gore Administration. Unfortunately. there is 
strong evidence of a -djgital divide" - a gap ben, een those individuals and communities that have access to these 
Information Age tools and those who don·1. In some instances, this divide is actually widening. A July 1999 report 
from the Deparlment of Commerce, based on December 1998 Census Department data, revealed that: 

• Better educated Americ.ins more likely to be connected. Between 1997 and 1998. the technology divide 
bctv.een those at the highest and lo" est education leveb increased 25° o. In I 998. those with a college degree 
arc more than eight times lik.ely to have a computer at home and nearly sixreen times as likely to have home 
Internet access as those with an elementary school education. 

• The gap between high- and Ion-income Americans is increas ing. In the last year. the divide between those 
at the highest and lowest income levels grew 29%. Households with incomes of $75,000 or higher arc mon: 
lhan rwenty times more likely to have access 10 the Internet than those at the lowe!)t income levels, and more 
than nine times as li kely 10 have a computer at home. 

• Whites more likely to be connected than African-Americans or Hispanics. 11,c digital divide is also 
persistent and growing along racial and ethnic lines. Whites arc more likely to have access to the Internet from 
home than African-Americans or I lispanics have from (JJ1)' location. African-American and I lispanic 
households are roughly Mo-fifths as likely to have home Internet access as white households. The gaps 
between white and Hispanic households. and between white and African-American households, are now more 
than six percentage points larger than they were in 1994. I lowever. for incomes of $75,000 and higher, the 
divide bet,, cen whites and African-Americans has narrowed considerably in the last year. 

• Rural areas less likely to be connected than urban user . Regardless of income level. those living in rural 
areas arc lagging behind in computer ownership and Internet access. At some income levels, those in urban 
areas arc 50% more likely to have Internet access than those earning the same income in rural areas. Low 
income households in rural areas are the least connected. with connectivity rates in the singles digits for both 
computers and Internet access. 

In addition, data Crom the National Center for Education Statistics reveals a "digital divide .. in our nation's schools. 
As of the fall of 1998, 39 percent of classrooms of poor schools were connected to the Internet. as compared to 62 
percent for wealthier schools. 
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A STRO G RF.CORD OF WORKI G TO CLO ETHE DIGIT AL DIVIDE 

President Clinton and Vice Presidi!nl Gore ha,e worked hard to close the digital divide. and lo help create 
opportunity for more Americans in the Information Age. 

• President Clinton and Vice President Gore have set a national goal of ensuring that every child is 
technologically literate. In addition to preparing children for 1he high-tech workplace of the 21" century, 
1cchnology can help change the way teachers teach and students learn. Teachers c.an commm1icate more 
frequently with parenlS, keep up with the latest developments in their field. and exchange lesson plans with 
their colleagues. Students can conduct research using primary source material. learn the principles of 
genetics by breeding virtual fruit flies. and learn astronomy by using a professional telescope located 3.000 
mi les from their classroom. 

• As a result of the Clinton-Gore educationa l technology initintivc: 

• The number of cla srooms connected to the Internet has increased from 3° o in I 99~ 10 51 % in I 998. 

• The number of schools connected to the Internet has incrcac;ed from 351\o in 199-t to 89°0 in 1998. 

• The "e-rate". part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, is providing $2.25 billion in 20% - 90% 
discounts to connect schools and libraries to the Internet, with the deepest discounts going to the 
poorest schools that need it most. Thee-rate alone has provided Internet access for children in more 
than I million classrooms. 

• Our total investment in educational technolog) at the federal level (including the c-rate) has increased 
from $23 million in 1993 to over $3 billion today. 

• Grants supported by the Department of Education are trai ning 400,000 new teachers Lo use technology 
effectively in the classroom. 

In addit ion, President Clinton and ice-Pre ident Gore have worked to: 

• [xpnnd access to technology for people \\ ith di abilities: President Clinton and Vice President Gore have 
bt:en strong supporters of efforts to make technology more accessible for people\\ ith disabilities. Recent 
actions by the Federal Communications Commission will help ensure that telecommunications equipment. such 
as cellular phones, is designed to be accessible for people with disabilities. 

• E"<pand access to tec hnology in under- coed communities: In addition Lo the Community Technology 
Center program. HUD Sec. Andrew Cuomo has created approximately 500 Neighborhood etwork learning 
centers that bring state of the art technology to publicly-assisted housing across America. HUD's Neighborhood 
Networks are innovative private/public partnerships that establish computer-based multi-service centers to help 

people in publicly-assisted housing learn critical computer skills and prepare for 21st century jobs. 

• En ure that the Admini tratioo makes clo ing the Digital Dh1iclc a top priority. In December, 1999, 
President Clinton directed members of the Cabinet to take specific actions to address the digital divide: 
President Clinton is directing members of his Cabinet (Secretaries of Commerce, Education, Health and Human 
Services. Housing and Urban Development, and Labor) to take specific steps to close the Digital Divide. 
including: 
• Continuing to measure the nature and extent of the digital divide by examining the importance of income. 

education, race. gender, geography and age to Americans' access to lnfonnation Age tools: 
• Expanding the network of Community Technology Centers to provide access to technology for those 

American who can't atTord it; 
• Promoting applications of the Internet that \\ill empower low-income families. such as the ability to start 

their own business; and 
• Upgrading the IT skills of workers in low-income communities. 



ARMS Emai l System 
RECORD TYPE: PRESIDEN'l IA L (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Richard L. Siewert ( CN=Richard L. iewert/OU=Wl 10 /0 =EOP [ WI 10 I ) 

CREA TIO D ATE/TIME: 4-f 1:B-2000 18:50:51 .00 

UBJECT: digital divide 

TO: roben.czwiklikta'wsj.com ( robert.czwil-.likl@\\ sj .com @ inet [ UNK OW ] ) 
READ:VNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
check out the fo llowing url's 

httpJ/www .ntia.doc.gov/ntiahomc/digitaldi vidc/ 

hnp://w,v w .digitald i vide.gov/ 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDE TIAL (NOTE. MAIL) 

CREATOR: Jonathan M. Young ( C =Jonathan M. Young/OU=- WHO/O=EOP [WHO]) 

CREA TIO DATE{l'JMF.: 4-FE0-2000 13:57:50.00 

SUOJECT: Digital Divide Remarks 

TO: Christine L. Anderson ( CN=Christine L. Andcrson/OU=WIIO/O=EOP@EOP [ WI 10]) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Jason 11. Schechter ( CN=Jason 11. Schechter/OU=WHO/O- EOP@EOP [WHO]) 
READ:UNKNOW 

TEXT: 
Are the President's Wednesday remarks available? I'd very much like to 
send them out, but couldn't find them on the website. 



ARMS Email System 
RECORD TYPE: PRE I De TIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Susm, Goodman <sgoodman@ucpa.org> ( Susan Goodman <sgoodman@ucpa.org> l UNKNOWN I ) 

CREA TlON OATE/flME: 4-f-Eil-2000 I 0:50:53.00 

SUBJECT: Digital Divide 

TO: Jonathan M. Young ( C =Jonathan M. Young/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WTIO]) 
READ:UNK OW 

TEXT: 
Jonathan, 

Thank you for the invitation to Digital Divide event in Anacostia. It was 
terrific! UCP is extremely pleased about the Administration's commitment 
to such a profoundly critica l issue. Jf the opportunity presents itself. 
\,e would like to provide additional assistance. 

Michelle Cook and I \\Cre discussing the President's e\, Markets Digital 
Divide Tour that he will take in April. If there is an opportunity for UCP 
to either become a site or providing a list or partic ipants. we would 
gladly assist. 

The f amily Center on Technology and Disability, UCP's Contract with the 
Office of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department or Education, has 
chosen six exemplary programs that are highly c rtcctive in (I) assisting 
families with their technology needs. (2) reflect innovation in the uses of 
technology. (3) excel in their responsiveness to individuals and their 
families. and (4) practice a commitment to collaboration. 

The program sites that were chosen as exemplary programs include: 
The Assistive Technology Library of Alaska (ATLA) in Anchorage, AK; 
United Cerebral Palsy of Kansas (UCP-K)Purchase of Assistive Technology 
Project in Wichita, KS; Parents 1 Jelping Parents iTECH Center in Santa 
Clara, CA; 
United Cerebral Palsy Associations of Ne,, Jersey (UCPA- J) in Trenton. NJ; 
Assistive Technology Resource Center of I la\\ aii (ATRC) in Honolulu. Hl ; and 
United Cerebral Pals) of Greater Suffolk Mobility Opportunities Via 
Education (MOVE) in Happauge, Y. 

If these sites do not match the schedu led stops, there are also several UCP 
Affi liates throughout the country that provide exemplary technology 
services. 

UCP has al ways been dedicated to th is critical issue and wc are so pleased 
with the President's interest. Thanks for thinking of us. 

Sincerely. 

Susan Goodman 
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CREATOR: Todd A. Bledsoe ( CN=Todd A. Bledsoc/OU=WHO/O=EOP l WHO ] ) 

CREATIO I DATE/TIME: 4-Fl:B-2000 17: 17:50.00 

SUBJECT: Digital divide 

TO: ijones@state.de.us ( ijoncsiq)state.de.us@ inet [ OA ] ) 
READ:UN KNOWN 

TO: mfcichter@statc.dc.us ( mfcichter@statc.dc.us@ inct [ U K OWN I ) 
READ:U K 'O\ 

TEXT: 
The WH Press office has not released anything saying we're going to DE for 
a digital divide conference or anything else. At this point, the only 
digital divide travel we have planned wi ll be sometime in April during 
another New markets tour. locations ffiD. 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Jonathan M. Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU=WI 1O/O=EOP [WHO]) 

CREATION DA TE/TIME: 4-FEB-2000 10:40:08.00 

SUBJECT: Re: Clinton-Gore: from Digital Divide to Digital Opportunity 

TO: "Paul W. Schroeder" <pws@atb.net> ( "Paul W. Schroeder" <pws@afb.net> [UNKNOWN]) 
READ:VNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
I hear what you're saying. Al the same time, did you pay attention to 
mention of other identity groups? There's virtually none there too. We 
need to be able to read disability into references to "all" children, 
communities, etc. 



ARMS Email Sysrem 
RECORD TYPE: PRE ' IUENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Jonathan M. Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU=WHO/O=EOP I WHO]) 

CREATION DATEfflME: 4-FEB-2000 10:42:53.00 

SUBJECT: Re: Clinton-Gore: From Digital Divide 10 Digital Opportunity 

TO: "Paul\\ . Schroeder" <pws@afb.net> ( "Paul \V . • chroeder" <p,, sigafb.net> I U K OW ] ) 
READ:U K OW 

TEXT: 
I've also forwarded your emai l to our policy person hand ling this 
initiative. 
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RECORD TYPE: PRE lDENTlAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Jonathan M. Young ( CN=Jonathan M. Young/OU- WI 10 /0 =EOP [WHO ] ) 

CREA l'ION DATF.fflME: 4-FEB-2000 13:51 :4 I .00 

SUUJECT: RE: Clinton-Gore: From Digital Divide to Digital Opportunity 

TO: mlaverdurc@rcsna.org ( mlavcrdure@resna.org I lJ KNOWN ] ) 
READ:U K OWN 

TEXT: 
i'II try to find the remarks. 




