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Malinowski, Tomasz P. (SPCHW)
UNCLASSIFIED
statement in big type [UNCLASSIFIED]
Cooper, Colby J. (ADMIN)

Docl.doc
President William Jefferson Clinton
Closing Statement
Camp David Peace Talks
July 19, 2000

For the past nine days, we have been engaged in the most
comprehensive and
thorough negotiations ever between Israelis and Palestinians. As I
explained on
the eve of the Summit, I was convinced that we had a genuine
opportunity to put
an end to their conflict, reach a just and lasting peace, and create a
better
future for the Middle East.

I believe the two parties made an intensive effort to try to resolve their

differences over the most difficult issues in their conflict.

With our help, they explored ideas and possibilities, all on the explicit
basis
that nothing was agreed until everything was agreed, and that the
ideas discussed
did not necessarily reflect the view of any of the parties.

I want to express my appreciation to Prime Minister Barak, Chairman
Arafat, and
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their delegations for the efforts they undertook to reach an agreement.
Prime
Minister Barak showed courage and an understanding of the historical
importance
of this moment, and Chairman Arafat has made it clear that he
remains committed
to the path of peace.
Unfortunately, while we left no stone large or small unturned in our
efforts to
bridge the differences, and while real progress was made, it became
clear this
morning that some gaps could not be closed now. I therefore have
decided to end
the summit.

As I do so, I am fully aware that disappointment will be felt on both
sides.
But, it is essential at this time that Israelis and Palestinians do not lose
the
hope for peace and avoid any actions that would inflame the situation.
Already
they have come a long way together.

The Oslo process is forging a new relationship between these two
peoples, who
have no alternative but to live side-by-side and build a common future
for their
children. For the sake of these children, their leaders now must make a
supreme
effort to continue along the path of peace. And all those who have an
interest
in peace must give them the support they need. The United States
should always
be prepared to walk the extra mile for peace, no matter the risks, no
matter the
odds. That is why I convened this summit and that is why I will
remain ready to
do whatever I can to help the parties make peace.

From the beginning, no one underestimated the difficulties involved.
The issues
faced by the parties involve questions of history, identity, and national
fate.
But because this is hard does not mean we can give up. There is only
one path to
peace: negotiations, honorable compromise and a commitment to
reach a fair deal.
That effort must continue because the alternative is unacceptable.
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President William Jefferson Clinton
Closing Statement
Camp David Peace Talks
July 19, 2000

For the past nine days, we have been engaged in the most
comprehensive and
thorough negotiations ever between Israelis and Palestinians. As I
explained on
the eve of the Summit, I was convinced that we had a genuine
opportunity to put
an end to their conflict, reach a just and lasting peace, and create a
better
future for the Middle East.

An intensive effort was made to try to resolve differences over the
most
difficult issues in their conflict.

With our help, the parties explored ideas and possibilities, all on the
explicit
basis that nothing was agreed until everything was agreed, and that the
ideas
discussed did not necessarily reflect the position of any of the parties.

I want to express my appreciation to Prime Minister Barak, Chairman
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Arafat, and
their delegations for the efforts they undertook to reach an agreement.
Prime
Minister Barak showed courage and an understanding of the historical
importance
of this moment, and Chairman Arafat has made it clear that he
remains committed
to the path ofpeace.
Unfortunately, while we left no stone -- large or small -- unturned in
our
efforts to bridge the differences, and while real progress was made, it
has
become clear that some gaps cannot be closed now. I therefore have
decided to
end the summit.

As I do, I am fully aware that disappointment will be felt on both
sides. But it
was essential that Israelis and Palestinians face each other and face the
tough
decisions that only they can make. And it is essential at this time that
Israelis and Palestinians do not lose the hope for peace and that they
avoid any
actions that would inflame the situation. Already they have come a
long way
together.

The Oslo process already has forged a new relationship between these
two peoples,
who have no alternative but to live side-by-side and build a common
future. For
the sake of their children, the leaders now must make a supreme effort
to
continue along the path of peace.

:

The United States should always be prepared to walk the extra mile
for peace, no
matter the risks, no matter the odds. That is why I convened this
summit and
that is why I will remain ready to do whatever I can to help the parties
make
peace.

From the beginning, no one underestimated the difficulties involved.
The issues
faced by the parties involve questions of history, identity, and national
fate.
But because this is hard does not mean we can give up. There is only
one path to
peace: negotiations, honorable compromise and a commitment to
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reach a fair deal.
That effort must continue because the alternative is unacceptable
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President William Jefferson Clinton
Closing Statement
Camp David Peace Talks
July 19, 2000

For the past nine days, we have been engaged in the most
comprehensive and
thorough negotiations ever between Israelis and Palestinians. As I

explained on
the eve of the Summit, I was convinced that we had a genuine
opportunity to put
an end to their conflict, reach a just and lasting peace, and create a
better
future for the Middle East.

An intensive effort was made to try to resolve differences over the
most
difficult issues in their conflict.

With our help, the parties explored ideas and possibilities, all on the
explicit
basis that nothing was agreed until everything was agreed, and that the
ideas
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discussed did not necessarily reflect the position of any of the parties.

I want to express my appreciation to Prime Minister Barak, Chairman
Arafat, and
their delegations for the efforts they undertook to reach an agreement.
Prime
Minister Barak showed courage and an understanding of the historical
importance
of this moment, and Chairman Arafat has made it clear that he
remains committed
to the path ofpeace.
Unfortunately, while we left no stone -- large or small -- unturned in
our
efforts to bridge the differences, and while real progress was made, it
has
become clear that some gaps cannot be closed now. I therefore have
decided to
end the summit.

As I do, I am fully aware that disappointment will be felt on both
sides. But it
was essential that Israelis and Palestinians face each other and face the
tough
decisions that only they can make. And it is essential at this time that
Israelis and Palestinians do not lose the hope for peace and that they
avoid any
actions that would inflame the situation. Already they have come a
long way
together.

The Oslo process already has forged a new relationship between these
two peoples,
who have no alternative but to live side-by-side and build a common
future. For
the sake of their children, the leaders now must make a supreme effort
to
continue along the path of peace.

The United States should always be prepared to walk the extra mile
for peace, no
matter the risks, no matter the odds. That is why I convened this
summit and
that is why I will remain ready to do whatever I can to help the parties
make
peace.

From the beginning, no one underestimated the difficulties involved.
The issues
faced by the parties involve questions of history, identity, and national
fate.
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one path to
peace: negotiations, honorable compromise and a commitment to
reach a fair deal.
That effort must continue because the alternative is unacceptable.

But because this is hard does not mean we can give up. There is only

4

1
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Doc1.doc
Background: In a surprise development early this morning, after the
White House
had announced the Summit could be concluding without an
agreement, Israeli and
Palestinian delegations agreed to continue their negotiations at Camp
David after
President Clinton's departure for the G-8 Summit in Okinawa.
Secretary Albright
will be leading the US team until the President's return in four days. A
news
blackout is still in effect.

CORE POINTS:

* I'm obviously pleased that both sides have decided to continue these
very
important discussions to try and find a way forward to a just and
lasting peace.

* This Administration is absolutely committed to helping the parties
achieve that
goal and we will spare no effort in that regard.

If asked about substantive disagreements between the parties

As you know, there is a news blackout that I intend to respect.

The President has said that these are as difficult negotiations as he's
seen.
These are complex issues that go to the very core issues at hand.
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If asked about your participation

* I'm being kept fully apprised of developments and fully support our
efforts
here.
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