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PREC: PRIORITY
CLASS: UNCLASSIFIED
LINE1: PAAUZYUW RUEHMSA3328 1901245-UUUU--RHEHAAX.
LINE2: ZNR UUUUU ZZH
LINE3: P 0812452 JUL 00
LINE4: FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT
OSRI: RUEHMS
DTG:

ORIG: AMEMBASSY MUSCAT
TO: RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0761

INFO: RUEHXK/ARAB ISRAELI COLLECTIVE
RUEHZM/GCC COLLECTIVE

SUBJ: OFFICIAL EDITORIAL ON PALESTINIAN DECLARATION
OF STATEHOOD

TEXT: UNCLAS MUSCAT 003328

SENSITIVE

DEPARTMENT FOR NEA/ARP, NEA/NGA

E.O. 12958: N/A
TAGS: PREL, MEPP, MU
SUBJECT: OFFICIAL EDITORIAL ON PALESTINIAN DECLARATION
OF STATEHOOD

REF: A) MUSCAT 3246
B) MUSCAT 3021

1. (U) AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE UPCOMING TRIPARTITE
SUMMIT IN CAMP DAVID AND THE RECENT DECISION OF THE PLO
CENTRAL ASSEMBLY TO DECLARE A PALESTINIAN STATE ON
SEPTEMBER 13, THE GOVERNMENT-OWNED NEWSPAPER "OMAN" ON
7/6 CARRIED AN UNSIGNED EDITORIAL (TAKEN TO REFLECT
OFFICIAL VIEWS) ADDRESSING ISRAELI REACTIONS TO THE PLO
DECISION AND EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINIAN
STATE. THE EDITORIAL STATED:

-- FOLLOWING THE RECENT ISRAELI STATEMENTS ON THE
DECLARATION OF A PALESTINIAN STATE, ONE REALIZES THE
IRRESPONSIBILITY OF SUCH COMMENTS (AND THEIR NEGATIVE
EFFECT) ON THE POSSIBILITY OF ACHIEVING PEACE IN THE
REGION;

-- ARABS IN GENERAL HAVE MADE ALL POSSIBLE CONCESSIONS
AND HAVE PROVEN THEIR READINESS TO ACCEPT PEACE AS THE
MOST SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE TO END CONFLICT IN THE REGION;

-- DESPITE ALL THE POLITICAL FLEXIBILITY THE ARABS HAVE
SHOWN, ISRAEL STILL PROCRASTINATES BY INVENTING INTERNAL
CRISES AND JUSTIFICATIONS TO AVOID MEETING ITS PEACE
OBLIGATIONS;
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DIST:
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-- IN THIS REGARD, THE ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER DAVID
LEVY ISSUED STATEMENTS THAT A DECLARATION OF A
PALESTINIAN STATE IMPLIES A WITHDRAWAL FROM THE MEPP AND
THAT ISRAEL DOES NOT ACCEPT PALESTINIAN CLAIMS ON
JERUSALEM, BORDERS AND REFUGEES;

-- THE PEACE PROCESS IS AT A STALEMATE AS THE US IS
PREOCCUPIED WITH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS;
-- THE DECLARATION OF A PALESTINIAN STATE IS A
LEGITIMATE RIGHT THAT HAS TO BE SUPPORTED;

_ _ OBLIGATIONS OF THE MEPP HAVE TO BE MET, INCLUDING
FINAL STATUS ISSUES SUCH AS JERUSALEM AND THE REFUGEES
QUESTION;

-- THE PALESTINIANS SEEM TO BE DISAPPOINTED WITH ISRAELI
STUBBORNNESS AND THE ABSENCE OF ENOUGH US PRESSURE ON
ISRAEL;
-- THE PALESTINIAN DECISION TO DECLARE STATEHOOD IS
WIDELY SUPPORTED BY ARABS AND MUSLIMS, AND ISRAEL HAS TO
REALIZE THAT THE REGION MAY ENTER AN ERA OF TENSION AND
INSTABILITY IF THE STATUS QUO CONTINUES.

(NOTE: SINCE THE STATE OF PALESTINE WAS DECLARED IN
ALGIERS NINE YEARS AGO, OMAN HAS RECOGNIZED THAT STATE
AND HOSTS A PALESTINIAN EMBASSY IN MUSCAT. END NOTE.)

2. (SBU) COMMENT: AS NOTED IN REFTEL, THE OMANIS
CONTINUE TO EXPRESS DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE PACE OF THE
PEACE PROCESS, BLAMING ISRAELI INTRANSIGENCE AND US
PREOCCUPATION WITH THE UPCOMING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.
WHILE WELCOMING NEXT WEEK'S SUMMIT, THIS MOST RECENT
EDITORIAL CLEARLY FOCUSED ON WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE
MEPP, NOT ON WHAT IS RIGHT.
07/08/00 09:28:01
SIT: BOLAN CAMP MALLEY POLLACK RIEDEL SUM2
PRT: SIT{C2}
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purposes [(b)(7) of the FOTA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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Cable

PREC: IMMEDIATE
CLASS: UNCLASSIFIED
LINE1: OAAUZYUW RUEHEGA4728 1920609-UUUU--RHEHAAA RHEHNSC.
LINE2: ZNR UUUUU ZZH
LINE3: O 1006092 JUL 00
LINE4: FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO
OSRI: RUEHEG
DTG:

ORIG: AMEMBASSY CAIRO
TO: RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3706

INFO: RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RUENAAA/CNO WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RUEADWD/DA WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RUEAHQA/HQUSAF WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RHEHNSC/NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RHEHAAA/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RHEHNSC/WHITEHOUSE NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE
RUEHAD/AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 9207
RUEHAM/AMEMBASSY AMMAN 1219
RUEHDM/AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 0566
RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY LONDON 2631
RUEHMK/AMEMBASSY MANAMA 8772
RUEHNC/AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 5055
RUEHFR/AMEMBASSY PARIS 8536
RUEHRB/AMEMBASSY RABAT 0261
RUEHRH/AMEMBASSY RIYADH 8197
RUEHRO/AMEMBASSY ROME 2711
RUEHTV/AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 0048
RUEHTU/AMEMBASSY TUNIS 8506
RUEHJI/AMCONSUL JEDDAH 8299
RUEHJM/AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 2679
RUCNDT/USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 1421
RUCJACC/USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL
RUFNPKR/COMSIXTHFLT

SUBJ: CAMP DAVID II;CATRO - JULY 7-9, 2000

TEXT: UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 CAIRO 004728

STATE FOR NEA/ENA NEA NEA/P INR
SECDEF FOR OASD/PA
USCENTCOM FOR POLAD
LONDON ALSO FOR POL - SUTPHIN
PARIS ALSO FOR POL - LEAF
NICOSIA FOR ILMG
JERUSALEM ALSO FOR VOA AND ICD
ROME FOR MFO
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E.O. 12958: NA
TAGS: KMDR, OPRC, KPAO, EG
SUBJECT: CAMP DAVID II;CAIRO - JULY 7-9, 2000

1. SUMMARY:

THE CAMP DAVID SUMMIT WAS THE MAIN STORY IN ALL MEDIA.
IN PARTICULAR, THE EXPECTED MEETING OF PRESIDENT
MUBARAK WITH ARAFAT AND BARAK ON THEIR WAY TO
WASHINGTON WAS THE LEAD STORY IN ALL PRO-GOVERNMENT
PAPERS AND TELEVISION OVER THE WEEKEND. EGYPTIAN
FOREIGN MINISTER MOUSSA WAS QUOTED ON JULY 7 SAYING
EGYPT IS PAYING GREAT ATTENTION TO THIS SUMMIT.

DESPITE AN OPTIMISTIC HEADLINE IN LEADING PRO-
GOVERNMENT AL AHRAM, JULY 7, THAT WASHINGTON BELIEVES
IN THE POSSIBILITY OF A DEAL DESPITE DOUBTS ABOUT THE
SUMMIT RESULTS, OPPOSITION PAPER AL WAFD'S FRONT PAGE
OVER THE WEEKEND REITERATED, "ISRAEL IS KILLING PEACE,
BARAK REPEATS HIS FAMOUS NOS AND DESTROYS THE CAMP
DAVID SUMMIT." OPPOSITION AL AHRAR'S FRONT PAGE ON
JUNE 8 REPORTED PALESTINIANS AND ISRAELIS PREPARE FOR
WAR IN THE WEST BANK AND GAZA IF THE SUMMIT FAILS.

ON JULY 9, PRO-GOVERNMENT PAPERS PROMINENTLY QUOTED
EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER MOUSSA'S STATEMENT THAT
BARAK'S NO'S ARE DANGEROUS AND OVERSHADOW THE SUMMIT.
ON THE SAME DAY, OPPOSITION AL AHRAR QUOTED THE BOSTON
GLOBE THAT, A FEW HOURS BEFORE SUMMIT, ISRAEL AND
PALESTINIANS HAD A SECRET DEAL TO RENT PALESTINIAN LAND
IN JORDAN VALLEY. IN ADDITION, BOTH PRO-GOVERNMENT AND
OPPOSITION EDITORIALS VOICED PESSIMISM OVER THE RESULT
OF THIS SUMMIT DUE TO ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER BARAK'S
INSISTENCE ON HIS FAMOUS "NO'S."

ON THE DOMESTIC LEVEL, THE ISSUE OF THE DEMOCRATIC
ACTIVIST SAAD EDDIN IBRAHIM CONTINUED TO RECEIVE
PROMINENT COVERAGE. ALL PAPERS ON JUNE 7 HIGHLIGHTED
EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER MOUSSA'S COMMENT THAT THERE
ARE NO AMERICAN PRESSURES ON EGYPT ABOUT SAAD'S CASE.
WHILE FACTUAL REPORTS APPEARED ON ALL FRONT PAGES ABOUT
THE DEVELOPMENT OF INVESTIGATIONS, BROADLY CIRCULATED
PRO-GOVERNMENT AKHBAR AL YOM ON JULY 8 DEVOTED TWO
ENTIRE PAGES ABOUT HIS ALLEGED VIOLATIONS. WEEKLY
MAGAZINE ROSE AL YOUSSEF ON JULY 9 PUBLISHED DOCUMENTS
IT SAID INCRIMINATED SAAD. ONLY NASSERITE OPPOSITION
AL ARABI ON JULY 9 PUBLISHED A REPORT THAT THE CASE MAY
REVEAL INTENDED GOVERNMENT MALICE AGAINST THE MAN.
COPTIC WEEKLY PAPER WATANI'S OPENING EDITORIAL STOOD IN
HIS DEFENSE.

THE LEAD STORY IN ALL OPPOSITION PAPERS ON JULY 9,
HAILED A CONSTITUTIONAL COURT'S RULING RENDERING
SUPERVISION OVER THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS AS
INVALID SINCE THEY DO NOT INVOLVE LEGAL SUPERVISION,
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ON JULY 9, ALL PAPERS REPORTED ON A SERIOUS SETBACK IN
THE AMERICAN ANTI-MISSILE PROGRAM AFTER THE THIRD
EXPERIMENT FAILED. LEADING PRO-GOVERNMENT AL AHRAM
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 03 CAIRO 004728

STATE FOR NEA/ENA NEA NEA/P INR
SECDEF FOR OASD/PA
USCENTCOM FOR POLAD
LONDON ALSO FOR POL - SUTPHIN
PARIS ALSO FOR POL - LEAF
NICOSIA FOR ILMG
JERUSALEM ALSO FOR VOA AND ICD
ROME FOR MFO

E.O, 12958: NA
TAGS: KMDR, OPRC, KPAO, EG
SUBJECT: CAMP DAVID II;CAIRO - JULY 7-9, 2000

REPORTED AT LENGTH ON DEMONSTRATIONS DEMANDING THE
CANCELLATION OF DEBTS OF POOR COUNTRIES ON THE
SIDELINES OF THE G-7 MEETING. END SUMMARY.

2. QUOTE OF THE DAY

"IT IS NO EXAGGERATION TO SAY THAT THERE IS AN AMERICAN-
ISRAELI PLOT TO BLAME THE PALESTINIANS AHEAD OF THE
SUMMIT OF BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS FAILURE, AS THE
SITUATION WAS WITH ASSAD IN GENEVA." -- UNSIGNED, PRO-
GOVERNMENT DAILY AL AKHBAR

3. BLOCK QUOTES

PEACE PROCESS AND CAMP DAVID II:
-- UNSIGNED, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY AL AKHBAR (7/7):
"UNDOUBTEDLY, PRESIDENT CLINTON'S CALL FOR A SUMMIT IS
AN IMPORTANT STEP IN THE PEACE PROCESS, BUT WE BELIEVE
THE MORE IMPORTANT STEP IS GOOD PREPARATION FOR THE
SUMMIT AND AGREEMENT ON THE ISSUES THAT WILL BE
DISCUSSED, SO THAT THE SUMMIT WILL NOT BE A MERE
MEETING DOOMED TO FAILURE BECAUSE OF THE GAP BETWEEN
THE TWO SIDES.. IT IS NO EXAGGERATION TO SAY THAT THERE
IS AN AMERICAN-ISRAELI PLOT TO BLAME THE PALESTINIANS
AHEAD OF THE SUMMIT OF BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS
FAILURE, AS THE SITUATION WAS WITH ASSAD IN GENEVA..
PALESTINIANS CAN GIVE NO MORE CONCESSIONS WHATEVER
AMERICAN PRESSURES ARE. WITHOUT SOLVING THE FINAL
STATUS ISSUES, LIKE JERUSALEM, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO
ACHIEVE A JUST AND COMPREHENSIVE PEACE.. MOSLEMS AND
ARABS WHO HAVE RIGHTS TO EAST JERUSALEM CANNOT PAY FOR
THE MISTAKES OF ISRAELI POLITICIANS WHO SEEK DOMESTIC
GAINS AT THE EXPENSE OF ARAB RIGHTS... WHATEVER THE
ISRAELI-AMERICAN PRESSURES WILL BE, WE CONFIRM THAT
FAILURE WILL BE AN INEVITABLE RESULT OF ANY SUMMIT OR
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SETTLEMENT THAT DOES NOT GUARD ARAB AND MOSLEMS RIGHTS
IN JERUSALEM AND ALL PALESTINIAN RIGHTS."
-- MAGDY MEHANNA, WAFD (7/8): "AT THE LAST DAYS OF HIS
PRESIDENCY, PRESIDENT CLINTON CONTINUES TO EXERT THE
IMPOSSIBLE SO THAT PALESTINIAN-ISRAELI TALKS DO NOT
STOP.. THAT IS WHY HE CALLED FOR A SUMMIT. CLINTON
CANNOT GUARANTEE ITS SUCCESS, BUT ALL HE CAN DO IS URGE
THE PARTIES TO SIT ON THE NEGOTIATING TABLES AND MAKE
DIFFICULT CONCESSIONS. BUT PALESTINIANS HAVE NOTHING
TO GIVE.AND ISRAEL IS ASKING FOR MORE WHILE BARAK IS
REPEATING HIS NO'S. HE WANTS TO SEND ISRAELI HARDLINERS
A MESSAGE THAT HE IS FULLY ADOPTING THEIR DEMANDS...
WITH HIS WEAKNESS, BARAK IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS
SITUATION THAT THREATENS HIS GOVERNMENT. HE ALLOWED
EXTREMISTS TO BLACKMAIL HIM.. WE CAN SAY FROM NOW THAT
THE SUMMIT WILL FAIL AND THE PALESTINIAN-ISRAELI TALKS
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WILL ALSO FAIL. PALESTINIANS CAN ONLY HOLD TO THEIR
DECLARATION OF A STATE IN SEPTEMBER 13 AND TURN THIS
DECISION INTO REALITY WHATEVER THE CONSEQUENCES. ALL
PALESTINIAN POWERS SHOULD SUPPORT THE PALESTINIAN
AUTHORITY IN THIS IMPORTANT AND SENSITIVE STAGE."

-- UNSIGNED, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY AL AHRAM (7/9):
"PRESIDENT MUBARAK WILL MEET ARAFAT AND BARAK ON THEIR
WAY TO CAMP DAVID.. THE MISSION OF CAMP DAVID IS NOT
EASY. IT IS DIFFICULT TO SUMMARIZE TEN YEARS OF TALKS
IN ONE SUMMIT.. WHAT MAKES CAMP DAVID II DOUBLY
DIFFICULT IS THE CLAIMS ISRAELI OFFICIALS REPEAT ABOUT
THE BASICS OF THE TALKS AND RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338..
WASHINGTON DID NOT PLAY THE ROLE EXPECTED OF THE SOLE
SPONSOR OF THE PEACE PROCESS. WITH ISRAELI MANEUVERING
AND AMERICAN RELUCTANCE TO PLAY THE REQUIRED ROLE, THE
PALESTINIAN COUNCIL MADE THE DECISION TO DECLARE AN
INDEPENDENT STATE ON SEPTEMBER 13. EXAGGERATED ISRAELI
THREATS IN REACTION TO THIS DECISION PUSHED THE
AMERICAN PRESIDENT TO CALL RAPIDLY FOR THE CAMP DAVID
SUMMIT.. NOW THAT THE PALESTINIAN SIDE HAS FULFILLED
ITS DUES, THE MATTER IS NOW IN THE HANDS OF ISRAEL AND
THE U.S. EITHER THEY WILL HELP RESUME THE MECHANISM OF
NEGOTIATIONS AND RESPECT FOR DEALS AND DATES, OR PUSH
THE PALESTINIAN MAN ON THE STREET TO ACT OUTSIDE THIS
MECHANISM AND RESUME LEGITIMATE NATIONAL STRUGGLE."
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IBRAHIM NAFIE, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY
AL AHRAM (7/9): "FOR ANY SUMMIT ABOUT MIDDLE EAST PEACE
TO SUCCEED, ITS PARTIES SHOULD GO THROUGH CAIRO FIRST.
THIS IS A FACT OF THE STRATEGIC SITUATION IN THE
REGION. EGYPT'S ROLE IS PIVOTAL.. THE PEACE PROCESS
HAS REACHED A DEADLOCK, AND TREMENDOUS EFFORTS ARE
NEEDED TO REVIVE IT. THAT IS WHY EGYPT EXPRESSED
INTEREST IN THE SUMMIT IN WASHINGTON, IN THE BELIEF
THAT THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE IS THE CORE OF THE MIDDLE
EAST DISPUTE.. MUBARAK'S EXPECTED MEETING WITH ARAFAT
HAS A GREATER SIGNIFICANCE THAN CONSULTATION. EGYPT
HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE OFFICIAL AND PUBLIC SUPPORTER OF
THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE. OBVIOUSLY, THE AMERICAN
ADMINISTRATION IS PAYING GREAT ATTENTION TO THIS
SUMMIT, ESPECIALLY AFTER CLINTON ANNOUNCED OPENLY THAT
THE SUMMIT IS THE ONLY WAY FOR THE PALESTINIAN AND
ISRAELI LEADERSHIPS TO FACE THE REQUIREMENT OF AN
AGREEMENT ON MAJOR ISSUES." KURTZER
07/10/00 02:36:04
SIT: BOLAN NSC MALLEY RIEDEL
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1. SUMMARY:

THE LEAD STORY IN ALL PRO-GOVERNMENT MEDIA WAS
PRESIDENT MUBARAK'S STATEMENT AFTER MEETING WITH ARAFAT
BEFORE CAMP DAVID II THAT THE ISSUE OF JERUSALEM CANNOT
BE POSTPONED OR IGNORED. THE SAME STORIES QUOTED
EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER MOUSSA AS SAYING THE SUCCESS
OF CAMP DAVID IS POSSIBLE IF THERE IS COURAGE AND WILL.
ALL FRONT PAGES HIGHLIGHTED THREATS OF COLLAPSE OF
BARAK'S GOVERNMENT AS A RESULT OF CAMP DAVID, AS WELL
AS THE PALESTINIAN CALL FOR PUBLIC REFERENDUM OVER ANY
DEAL WITH ISRAEL. TELEVISION QUOTED SECRETARY ALBRIGHT
SAYING THE SUMMIT WILL BE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT AND
WARNING OF VIOLENCE IF THE SUMMIT FAILS. SENSATIONAL
WEEKLY INDEPENDENT AL OSBOAA'S ASKED, "WILL ARAFAT SELL
JERUSALEM AND REFUGEES AT CAMP DAVID?" EDITORIAL
COMMENTS CONTINUED TO VOICE PESSIMISM OVER THE SUCCESS
OF THE SUMMIT.

ALL FRONT PAGES ANNOUNCED THE REFERENDUM ON ANOINTING
BASHAR AS PRESIDENT OF SYRIA TODAY.

THE EGYPTIAN CONSTITUTIONAL COURT RULING RENDERING THE
PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY INVALID WAS A SIMILARLY PROMINENT
TOPIC IN THE PRESS. REPORTEDLY, PRESIDENT MUBARAK WILL
REVIEW THE SITUATION TODAY. OPPOSITION AL WAFD HAILED
NEWS ABOUT DISSOLVING THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY. LIBERAL
OPPOSITION AL AHRAR'S BANNER HEADLINE READ, "THE
GOVERNMENT IS IN TROUBLE," AND QUOTED THE PEOPLE'S
ASSEMBLY SPEAKER AS SAYING THAT THE CONSTITUTIONAL
COURT RULING APPLIES TO THE FORMER ASSEMBLY.
END SUMMARY.

2. QUOTE OF THE DAY

"WE HOPE THE MIRACLE HAPPENS AND AMERICANS WOULD BE
ABLE TO PLAY AN IMPARTIAL ROLE IN PUSHING ISRAEL TO
COMMIT TO INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS." -- GALAL DOWIDAR,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY AL AKHBAR

3. BLOCK QUOTES

THE CAMP DAVID SUMMIT:

-- UNSIGNED, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY AL AHRAM (7/10):
"AMID EXTREMES OF OPTIMISM AND PESSIMISM, THE CAMP
DAVID SUMMIT WILL START TOMORROW... THE OPTIMISM IS DUE
TO THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT IN PERSON
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QUOTE OF THE DAY2.

WE HOPE THE MIRACLE HAPPENS AND AMERICANS WOULD BE
ABLE TO PLAY AN IMPARTIAL ROLE IN PUSHING ISRAEL TO
COMMIT TO INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS." -- GALAL DOWIDAR,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY AL AKHBAR

BLOCK QUOTES3.

THE CAMP DAVID SUMMIT:

UNSIGNED, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY AL AHRAM (7/10) :

AMID EXTREMES OF OPTIMISM AND PESSIMISM, THE CAMP
DAVID SUMMIT WILL START TOMORROW... THE OPTIMISM IS DUE
TO THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT IN PERSON
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IN THE TALKS AND THE FEELING AMONG ALL PARTIES OF THE
URGENT NEED FOR A FINAL SETTLEMENT OF THE PALESTINIAN
ISSUE. THERE MUST ALSO HAVE BEEN MAJOR CHANGES IN THE
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TALKS THAT REQUIRED SECRETARY ALBRIGHT TO VISIT THE
REGION TWICE. IN ADDITION, THE PARTIES AGREE THAT THE
CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE ARE GRAVE.. HOWEVER, THERE IS
PESSIMISM DUE TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE ISSUED TO BE
SETTLED IN THE FINAL FRAMEWORK.. THE DIFFICULTY ARISES
FROM ISRAEL'S REJECTION TO SETTLE THESE ISSUES
ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY AND DETERMINING
REDLINES TO AVOID ABIDING BY INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS.
IN ADDITION, THE ISRAELI DOMESTIC SITUATION SHOWS.THAT
IMPORTANT PARTIES IN THE POLITICAL SOCIETY HAVE NOT
MATURED ENOUGH TO ACCEPT PEACE OBLIGATIONS, SUCH AS
STOPPING THE USURPATION OF PALESTINIAN RIGHTS..
SERIOUS ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN TO CHANGE THE POSITION
OF ANTI-PEACE POWERS IN ISRAEL. THIS IS THE ONLY WAY
TO BOOST OPTIMISM."

-- GALAL DOWIDAR, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY
AL AKHBAR (7/10): "I AM AFRAID THE SUMMIT MAY TURN TWO
PARTIES AGAINST THE THIRD PARTY.. CERTAINLY, BARAK WILL
NOT STOP PRESSURES [AGAINST ARAFAT] SUPPORTED BY THE
JEWISH LOBBY THAT EXPLOITS THE AMERICAN ELECTIONS AND
THE UNLIMITED AMERICAN HYPOCRISY... TWO DAYS BEFORE THE
SUMMIT, MUBARAK MET WITH ARAFAT, IN THE BELIEF OF
EGYPT'S LEADING ROLE IN THE PEACE PROCESS AND PIVOTAL
POSITION IN REGIONAL STABILITY AND SECURITY.. MUBARAK
DELIBERATELY EXPRESSED EGYPT'S SUPPORT FOR A
PALESTINIAN STATE AND ITS IMMEDIATE RECOGNITION OF IT
UPON DECLARATION, A STEP THAT CONFIRMS EGYPT'S
EAGERNESS FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE REGION... WE
HOPE THE MIRACLE HAPPENS AND AMERICANS WOULD BE ABLE TO
PLAY AN IMPARTIAL ROLE IN PUSHING ISRAEL O COMMIT TO
INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS."

-- BADR EDDIN ADHAM, CONTRIBUTOR, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY
AL AKHBAR (7/10): "CLINTON IS TRYING TO ENGRAVE HIS
NAME IN THE ROCK OF PEACE AND IN HISTORY.. WE SHOULD
REMEMBER THAT CAMP DAVID I HAD THREE PARTIES: THE LATE
PRESIDENT SADAT WHO WAS PARTICIPATING AFTER THE OCTOBER
6 VICTORY WHICH DEFEATED ISRAEL'S ARMY AND SHOOK THE
MENTALITY AND IDEOLOGY OF MILITARY INSTITUTIONS IN
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URGENT NEED FOR A FINAL SETTLEMENT OF THE PALESTINIAN
ISSUE. THERE MUST ALSO HAVE BEEN MAJOR CHANGES IN THE
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TALKS THAT REQUIRED SECRETARY ALBRIGHT TO VISIT THE
REGION TWICE. IN ADDITION, THE PARTIES AGREE THAT THE
CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE ARE GRAVE.. HOWEVER, THERE IS
PESSIMISM DUE TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE ISSUED TO BE
SETTLED IN THE FINAL FRAMEWORK.. THE DIFFICULTY ARISES
FROM ISRAEL'S REJECTION TO SETTLE THESE ISSUES
ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY AND DETERMINING
REDLINES TO AVOID ABIDING BY INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS.
IN ADDITION, THE ISRAELI DOMESTIC SITUATION SHOWS.THAT
IMPORTANT PARTIES IN THE POLITICAL SOCIETY HAVE NOT
MATURED ENOUGH TO ACCEPT PEACE OBLIGATIONS, SUCH AS
STOPPING THE USURPATION OF PALESTINIAN RIGHTS..
SERIOUS ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN TO CHANGE THE POSITION
OF ANTI-PEACE POWERS IN ISRAEL. THIS IS THE ONLY WAY
TO BOOST OPTIMISM."

-- GALAL DOWIDAR, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY
AL AKHBAR (7/10): "I AM AFRAID THE SUMMIT MAY TURN TWO
PARTIES AGAINST THE THIRD PARTY.. CERTAINLY, BARAK WILL
NOT STOP PRESSURES [AGAINST ARAFAT] SUPPORTED BY THE
JEWISH LOBBY THAT EXPLOITS THE AMERICAN ELECTIONS AND
THE UNLIMITED AMERICAN HYPOCRISY... TWO DAYS BEFORE THE
SUMMIT, MUBARAK MET WITH ARAFAT, IN THE BELIEF OF
EGYPT'S LEADING ROLE IN THE PEACE PROCESS AND PIVOTAL
POSITION IN REGIONAL STABILITY AND SECURITY.. MUBARAK
DELIBERATELY EXPRESSED EGYPT'S SUPPORT FOR A
PALESTINIAN STATE AND ITS IMMEDIATE RECOGNITION OF IT
UPON DECLARATION, A STEP THAT CONFIRMS EGYPT'S
EAGERNESS FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE REGION... WE
HOPE THE MIRACLE HAPPENS AND AMERICANS WOULD BE ABLE TO
PLAY AN IMPARTIAL ROLE IN PUSHING ISRAEL O COMMIT TO
INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS."

-- BADR EDDIN ADHAM, CONTRIBUTOR, PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY
AL AKHBAR (7/10): "CLINTON IS TRYING TO ENGRAVE HIS
NAME IN THE ROCK OF PEACE AND IN HISTORY.. WE SHOULD
REMEMBER THAT CAMP DAVID I HAD THREE PARTIES: THE LATE
PRESIDENT SADAT WHO WAS PARTICIPATING AFTER THE OCTOBER
6 VICTORY WHICH DEFEATED ISRAEL'S ARMY AND SHOOK THE
MENTALITY AND IDEOLOGY OF MILITARY INSTITUTIONS IN
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ISRAEL AND OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. BEGIN
PARTICIPATED WHILE STILL HUMILIATED BY THE DEFEAT IN
YOM KIPPUR. THE OFFICIAL SPONSOR, JIMMY CARTER, THE
DEMOCRAT, WAS OF THE SAME PARTY AS BILL CLINTON, THE
STRUGGLER. SOME PEOPLE MAY THINK CAMP DAVID II IS
HARDER, BUT CERTAINLY CAMP DAVID I WAS VERY HARD ON
PRESIDENT SADAT WHO WAS LAUNCHING COMPREHENSIVE PEACE
IN THE MIDDLE EAST WITHOUT HIS ARAB BROTHERS. HOWEVER,
HIS PEACE WAS THAT OF THE BRAVE AND THE VICTORIOUS...
WE PRAY THAT ARAFAT STANDS FIRM IN DEFENDING
PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. HIS POSITION IS UNENVIABLE SINCE
THERE IS NO MILITARY VICTORY OR INTIFADAH. ALL HE HAS
IS INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR ENDING THE ARAB-ISRAELI
DISPUTE.. BARAK HAS A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE
PEACE WITH PALESTINIANS IN CAMP DAVID II, INSTEAD OF
BEING FORCED TO RECOGNIZE THE PALESTINIAN STATE UPON
DECLARATION IN SEPTEMBER 13." KURTZER
07/10/00 07:54:44
SIT: BOLAN NSC MALLEY RIEDEL SUM2
PRT: SIT{C2}
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DEMOCRAT, WAS OF THE SAME PARTY AS BILL CLINTON, THE
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HARDER, BUT CERTAINLY CAMP DAVID I WAS VERY HARD ON
PRESIDENT SADAT WHO WAS LAUNCHING COMPREHENSIVE PEACE
IN THE MIDDLE EAST WITHOUT HIS ARAB BROTHERS. HOWEVER,
HIS PEACE WAS THAT OF THE BRAVE AND THE VICTORIOUS.
WE PRAY THAT ARAFAT STANDS FIRM IN DEFENDING
PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. HIS POSITION IS UNENVIABLE SINCE
THERE IS NO MILITARY VICTORY OR INTIFADAH. ALL HE HAS
IS INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR ENDING THE ARAB-ISRAELI
DISPUTE... BARAK HAS A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE
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P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA] b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
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PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
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RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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