











From: RDSexton, 73557, 3463
To: Creators Syndicate, 71154,1271
Date: Thu, Apr 18, 1996, 11:25 PM
RE: Hillary Rodham Clinton

Dear Mrs. Clinton-

I read with dismay your column (as published on Compuserve) of April 2, 1996. 1In
it you made a terribly erroneous statement concerning Turkey.

You wrote that "Turkey has a long history of religious tolerance, having been the
birthplace of Orthodox Christianity...". That is wrong on two counts. First,
Turkey is not the birthplace of Orthodox Christianity. The Orthodox Church
properly regards its founding as being on the day of Pentecost in 33 AD in
Jerusalem. Turkey simply did not exist at that time nor is Jerusalem within its
borders.

Of far more importance is the claim that Turkey has a history of religious
tolerance. 1In the face of the fact that Turkey is regularly cited for its dismal
human rights record this is utter nonsense. At the turn of the century, the
population of Turkey was one-fourth Christian. Since then, through a continuous
campaign of persecution virtually all Christians have been driven out. 1In 1950
there were 250,000 Greek Orthodox Christians in Constantinople. Today there are
perhaps 2,500. It is small comfort to realize that this is the largest Christian
group in that whole country. That is why today the population of Turkey is over
99% muslim. That is "predominantly muslim" indeed!

How would you explain Turkey's supposed tolerance to the 1,000,000 Armenians
slaughtered in this centuries first holocaust? How would you explain it to the
thousands upon thousands of Greeks who died at Smyrna in 1922? How would you
reconcile that tolerance to the 1,250,000 Greeks pushed out of Turkey in 1922 in an
internationally recognized act of ethnic cleansing? How do you tell the Greeks of
Cyprus that Turkey has a record of tolerance when they have been exiled from their
homes, their property confiscated and their churches desecrated? For twenty-two
years the world watched as the US wrung its hands and then sent military aid to
that same invader?

If Turkey is so tolerant, why has the theological seminary at Halki been closed by
the Turkish government for two decades? Why did it take forty years and the
intervention of Jimmy Carter to gain the approval of the Turkish government to
rebuild the Patriarchate in Constantinople? For forty years it remained fire
damaged while an obstinate Turkish government refused permission to rebuild. Is
that evidence of religious tolerarnce?

I hope, while you were in Constantinople, you had an opportunity to visit the
AyaSofya museum. If you had, you might have reflected on the history of that place
and that city. Perhaps it would have occurred to you that alone among the great
capitals of Europe, Constantinople is the only one still occupied by a foreign
power. London is English. Paris is French. Rome is Italian. But Constantinople,
the city created by a Roman emperor as the first truly Christian city, is now
occupied by a state bent on eradicating every last vestige of Christianity from
within its borders (unless it can be hawked for tourist dollars).

If you had visited that museum you would, of course, have been reminded that this
was once a Christian Church, Hagia Sophia, the Church of the Holy Wisdom, the
greatest church in Chritendom. In 1453, it was appropriated for a mosque after the
priests and people within had been slaughtered. When you walk in that place you
walk on the blood of martyrs and, like Abel, their blood cries out from the ground
for justice. For over 500 years there has been no justice nor will there be
justice while Turkey is pandered to with words like yours.

Robert D. Sexton
3225 W. Minarets






TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The lighting of the Olympic flame amid the ancient ruins of Olympia, Greece, Is a
simple and solemn affair. There are no marching bands, no fancy commercials, no
play-by-play commentary, just a silent dance to the Greek gods punctuated by the beat
of a single drum.

Watching this remarkable event on the grassy spot where the original Games
were held more than 2,500 years ago, | was reminded not only of the enduring power
of Western civilization but also of the democratic ideals we are still working toward
today.

It turned out to be the perfect place to end my week-long trip to Bosnia, Turkey
and Greece. As different as these countries appear on the surface, their pasts and
futures are inextricably tied to ours and to the world's -- and to the vision set forth in the
earliest Olympic contests.

My first stop was Bosnia, a country that has suffered untold horror but is now
trying, with international help, to create a multiethnic, multireligious democracy. Not
only did | visit with religious, political and humanitarian leaders, | also spent time with
American troops who are part of NATO's mission to enforce the Bosnian peace
accords.

Then, | went to Turkey, a NATO partner whose importance to the United States
goes well beyond its geography at the crossroads of Europe and Asia. Turkey is a
rarity in its region of the world because, although predominantly Muslim, it is a secular
society.

At a time of increased political tensions and the rise of religious extremism in
southern Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and North Africa, Turkey's role as a
secular democracy becomes that much more significant to nations interested in
spreading the fruits of peace and democracy.

Turkey has a long history of religious tolerance, having been the birthplace of
Orthodox Christianity and a meeting point throughout history for many of the world's
great religions.

While | was in Istanbul, | had a chance to meet with the leaders of the country's
major religious groups -- Muslim, Jewish, Catholic and Orthodox. We talked about
what they can do to make sure that religion is not used to promote fanaticism, violence
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or extremism and remains a force for harmony and civility among

aople of different =
faiths. A i %

and institutions of modern civilization were born. Standing in the Acropolis above the
city of Athens, | imagined the anclent Athenians coming to market to buy pears, figs
and honey and the sounds of cobblers and sculptors making and selling their wares. |
envisioned jurors assembling for court and senators taking their seats in the Athenian
legislature. .

Almost every aspect of our lives today has roots in classical antiquity. The words
we use, the laws we follow, the medicine we practice, the ideas we believe in, the
buildings we build, the plays and dramas we perform, the system of democratic
government so many countries now enjoy all began with the ancient Greeks.

Since those earlier times, of course, empires have risen and fallen, wars have
been won and lost, and much blood has been spilled in that part of the world. But
through it all, pluralistic democracy has lived on and spread, proving to be the world's

. most equitable, just and productive form of government that civllization has ever
known.

All of which brings me back to the Olympic Games, one of the most palpable
and powerful symbols we have of the democratic values the ancient Greeks created
for us. |

The flame that was lit last week -- and which will guide the Games in Atlanta this
summer -- burns with the spirit of Olympic contests that have taken place in Greece
and around the world and the tens of thousands of athletes who have competed in
them. It is a spirit that stretches back nearly 3,000 years to the first foot race held amid
the orange and olive groves of Olympia. ‘

Now, as then, the Olympic Games emphasize an inescapable dimension of the
human experience -- that we are all members of one global family.

Whether through athletes competing at sports in Olympia or Atlanta, or through
American, Turkish and Greek troops helping democracy grow in Bosnia, we are
coming together as nations to build bridges of respect, tolerance and friendship.

It is a task that has challenged us for most of human history. But rarely has it

been as urgent as it is today.

. COPYRIGHT 1996 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
April 2, 1996
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Ferminists on the March in Traditional Yemen

By John Lancaster
Waskington Post Foreign Service

"ARHAB AL HINA, Yemen—It is hard to
imagine a more unlikely outpost of women's po-
liial activism than this tiny village of crude
stone houses and hand-tilled fields, lying in a nar-

. row valley almost two hours by four-wheel-drive
vehﬂe from the nearest paved road.

There is no school, no electricity, no televi-
s:m. Most residents can neither read nor write.
‘The main legal authority is not the central gov-
¢t but the local tribal leader, who adjudi-

—

cates land disputes and criminal cases in the
manner of a feudal lord.

For the last several months, however, women
here have been subjected to tireless proselytiz-
ing on the meaning of democracy by Warda
Ghaylan, a 25-year-old mother of three and one
of the few village women with any formal educa-
tion, Ghaylan is a foot soldier in a nationwide ef-
fort to boost women’s participation in Sunday’s
national parliamentary elections, the second
since North and South Yemen were merged in
1990 after decades of warfare,

“I tell them, ‘Your vote is the key to the future

of your children,’ " said Ghaylan, a graceful
woman in a floral-print robe, her gleaming white
teeth contrasting vividly with her black head
scarf. “Yes, they listen to me, but sometimes
when they hear that I've come to talk to them
about the elections, they hide. They think people
will come in big cars and take them away to vote
in a feraway place.”

Notwithstanding such challenges, a beguiling
expenment in representative government has
begun in this tradition-bound Muslim country of
14 million people—an isolated, otherworldly

See YEMEN, A20, Col. 1




























































List of the Candidates
(1993 - 1991

No. | Name No. Name No. Name
1 rSnmia Alahmadi 9 [ Fathia Al-Hethami 17 | Waheeha Shaher
2 | Mona Basharaheel 10 | Faheema Al-Eryani 18 | Fatma Al-Awlaqi
3 | Amat Al-Razaq Jahaf | It | Narjes Obaad H. Ali 19 | leredal Dearia
4 | Lebnan Saadoon 12 | Nadia Al-Aghbari 20 | Afrah Saleh
S | Intisar Saeed Ali 13 | Afrah Al-Shana 21 | Dr. Rawfa Hassan
6 | Anisa Al-Herwi 14 | Thuria Ahmed Ali 22 | Lebnan Shalan
i i Dr. Balqis Al-Hadrani | 15 | Radia Shamsheeri 23 | Wafaa Obaid
8 | Khawla Sharaf 1¢ | Taiva Barkat 24 | Najeeba Haddad

List of the Participants in the Second Women
candidates Workshop
(April 5-1,1991)

[ No. | Name No. Name No. Name
I | Aluf Ba - Hubeira 9 | Halimah Abdulqawi 17 | Oras Sultan Naji
2 | Kifah Abdullah 10 | Samira Abdulkelq 18 | Samia Al-Kuraidi
3 | Marwa Said-M. Saleh 11 | Mahlia Arumi 19 | Bilquis Al-Hadhrani
4 | Widad Al-Rumeima 12 | Nobila Al-Amri 20 | Anisa Al-Harwi
S | Fathia Heithami 13 | Kifah Al-Saqqaf 21 | Fathia Al-Qudsi
6 | Salwa Ajlan 14 | Fatma Al-Ashabi 22 | Nadia Al-Agbary
7 | Fatma Shui Zeila 1S | Amal Ali M. Heidar 23 | Afrah Al-Sheena
8 | Nobila Al-Basir 16 | Muna Basharaheel

List of Governorate Coordinators

No. Name Governorate
1 Manal Ahmed Noaman Sana’a
2 | Amat Al-Rahin Amir Al-Din Al-Huthi Sana’a
3 | Najjat Al-Saqqaf Sana’a
4 | Samira Kassim Sallam Taizz
S | Najjat Al-Sheibani Al-Hodeidah
6 | Wafa Abdullah Obeid Dhamar
7 Amria Abdullah Taizzi Ibb
8 Ilham Al-Kibsi Ibb
9 { Amat Al-Sallam Jahhat Hajja
10 | Naziha Al-Surmi Mahweet
11 | Um Hani Mohammed Sharif Al-JawfT
12 | Hadija Feisal Sa’ada
13 | Ahlam Ali Al-Wasai Marib
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months in remote tribal villages to study
the effects of television. Between starting
_Sana'a University's Empirical Research
and Women's Studies Center and running
a host of nonprofit groups, she says she
hasn’t had time to get married.

To Dr. Hassan, the key issue is giving
women more political power. Tribal gov-
ernment works fine, she says, except for
excluding women, and she espouses de-

. mocracy largely because it helps her build

- support from Westerners. She ran for Par-
liament in part to write a book about

" her experiences. One that stood out was a
campaign rally in which a veiled woman
started charging up from the back, shout-
ing that “‘the voice of woman is haram''—
or forbidden. Dr. Hassan handed her a
microphone to amplify the irony.

The 1993 elections inspired a new

- cadre of democracy advocates. Thousands
of volunteers monitored the elections,
- though the government declined to sanc-
tion official monitors. Afterward, Dr. Has-
san joined with the group's leaders — in-
cluding a traditional Islamic lawyer and an
American-educated businessman—to form

- the Arab Democratic Institute, or ADI.
Dr. Hassan proved a wily fund-raiser,

Sh

E

to the point that other Yemeni women
gripe about her monopplizing foreign con-
tributions. As part of a successful bid for
Dutch funding to expand her women's
center, she had students occupy her office
tomake it so cramped, the Dutch ambassa-
dor had nowhere to sit during a visit. ADI's
proposal for a women's voting project was
about to be rejected by the European Union
when Dr. Hassan made a long telephone
appeal to a female EU official she had
never met. The EU gave the project $500.,-
000.

“I'm getting everyone to support me,
but I'm not focusing that much on the
elections,” Dr. Hassan says. “I want
to create women leaders in little vil-
lages.”

ADI placed radio advertisements that
made no mention of the elections, merely
touting good pay for educated women who
were willing to travel. The 11 women
selected became regional organizers and
fanned out across the country to hire local
women as ‘‘constituency coordinators' at
$200 2 month.

Many of the 79 coordinators who ar-
rived in Sana‘a for the first meeting had
never eaten in a restaurant or used a flush
toilet, let alone spoken publicly. As fathers
and husbands took care of babies in an
adjacent room, the women walked through
imaginary election discussions with
strangers. To get her regional organizers
used to dealing with men, Dr. Hassan had
them sit in alternating seats for a televised
ceremony so male dignitaries had no
choice but to mingle when they arrived.
First, Get Permission

‘Meeting with village women can be
hazardous without men's approval, ADI
coordinators soon found. One coordinator
says she relied on a local woman to set up a
meeting in a eastern Yemen village, but
the woman’s father found out, stormed into
the meeting and beat his daughter in front
of everybody. Other coordinators hold
meetings by inviting-women to soda par-
ties, or sneaking some time at village
weddings.

More often than not, though, sheiks
have given their support. Khadija Saleh Ali
Omanand her husband, AbdulMohammad

Al Gofli, knocked on the door of one sheik
and were invited in for lunch. She ex-
plained the project, and the sheik imme-
diately rounded up some women for a
meeting. The sheik later explained that
the support of women voters could help if
his son wanted to run for office. Also, a
high voter turnout could help the region
v’in more food benefits or schools.

“The sheiks are under pressure be-
cause people say 'They're not doing any-
thing for us,’ " says Abdo Ali Othman, a
Sana'a University sociologist who studies
tribes. So sheiks are becoming more open
to outside help.

The women can be a bigger challenge,
ccordinators found. Only one of 10 rural
women in Yemen can read or write, partly
because men don't want to send teenage
daughters to school with boys. In the
afternoons, while many rural men chat
and chew qat, women carry water, herd
cattle and grind wheat. Bearing more than
a dozen children is considered a reason-
able life goal. Many women had no idea
their members of Parliament were elected,
ADI coordinators reported.

‘We Are Like Animals’

In one report from Hajjah, Ms. Ali
Oman describes meeting 25 women of
various ages, all listing their occupation as
“housewife.” Those who were registered
to vote said their husbands were holding
the registration certificates, because the
women might lose them. One woman said,
“*How can we take part in the elections
when we are like animals, not able to read
and write?"" Ms. Ali Oman told them they
had arighttovote and could even use party
symbols, like a flower or a sword, if they
could1't write the names of candidates.

Tribesmen in Hajjah see no danger the
women will demand changes in their
status if they vote. *“No way. I dare them to
demand it,”" says Abdullah Mohammed
Ishaak, a village sheik, resting his hand
on a ceremonial dagger and his head on a
sitting-room cushion. Mr. Ishaak con-
tinues: *“'This is the reality here: If a
husbard or brother tells a wife to go and
register to vote, they'll go and do it. And if
he say. don't do it, she won't do it."”

But in one district visited by ADI,
women are organizing a candidates’ de-
bate. Sitting beside Mr. Ishaak is Ahmed
Abdulrahman Jahaf, whose daughter, an
ADI coordinator, has been encouraged to

run for Parliament. He says he doesn‘t
object, but worries how ‘‘backward’ vil-
lagers would react. Also, an educated girl
is more attractive as a bride, but a girl who
is working commands a smaller dowry, he
says. "‘The nature of women leads us to the
conclusion that a woman's right place is
home," Mr. Jahaf says.

The Islah party also has mixed feelings
about women as candidates. Islah recently
allowed the head of its women's division to
give a brief speech at the party confer-
ence — then had her escorted back to a
separate room. And it presented a paper at
an ADI seminar saying women could be
elected to any position — except president.
Still, that represented a ‘‘'major change in
attitude,’ according to Jamal Al-Adimi, an
Islamic lawyer who is directing ADI's
women's project.

Mr. Adimi's sister is among Islah’s new
crop of female activists in the city of
Hodeidah. But when asked if they will
consider running for Parliament this year,
she and her colleagues glance at their male
bosses and say the time isn't right. “'Allah
did not prohibit women to be voters, or to
be candidates,” explains Mohammad Qah-
tan, Islah’s political director. But *‘there is
another point of view within the Islah that
still rejects such a change."

The ruling People's General Congress
also has been tentative. One month ago,
during a conference in Sana'a, party lead-
ers promised to work for at least 20 women
in Parliament. **They said the same things
five years ago. I swear it makes me so
sleepy.’ Dr. Hassan commented, half-lis-
tening to a speech from the back row. Sure
enough, this week only two women ap-
peared on the ruling party's list of 221
candidates. Confronted by Dr. Hassan ata
dinner reception Tuesday, party official
Mohmed Al Tayeb told her there weren't
enough qualified women to choose from.

Thechange of heart is, in a way, a sign
of Yemen's budding democracy. The top
parties recently had an agreement not to
compete with each other this year in most
districts. But now that agreement is break-
ing down. "We do not want to lose
anywhere,”” Mr. Tayeb says.
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Fermnists on the March in Traditional Yemen

By John Lancaster

. Waskingten Post Foreign Service

"ARHAB AL HINA, Yemen—It is hard to
fmagine a more unlikely outpost of women’s po-
fitical activism than this tiny village of crude
stoae houses and hand-tilled fields, lying in a nar-
row valley almost two hours by four-wheel-drive
wvehicle from the nearest paved road.
. There is no schoal, no electricity, no televi-
gion. Most residents can neither read nor write.
‘The main legal authority is not the central gov-
crument but the local tribal leader, who adjudi-

cates land disputes and criminal cases in the
manner of a feudal lord.

For the last several months, however, women
here have been subjected to tireless proselytiz-
ing on the meaning of democracy by Warda
Ghaylan, a 25-year-old mother of three and one
of the few village women with any formal educa-
tion. Ghaylan is a foot soldier in a nationwide ef-
fort to boost women'’s participation in Sunday’s
national parliamentary elections, the second
since North and South Yemen were merged in
1990 after decades of warfare.

“I tell them, ‘Your vote is the key to the future

of your children,’ ” said Ghaylan, a graceful
woman in a floral-print robe, her gleaming white
teeth contrasting vividly with her black head
scarf. “Yes, they listen to me, but sometimes
when they hear that I've come to talk to them
about the elections, they hide. They think people
will come in big cars and take them away to vote
in a faraway place.”

Notwithstanding such challenges, a beguiling
experiment in representative government has
begun in this tradition-bound Muslim country of
14 million people—an isolated, otherworldly

See YEMEN,A20, Col 1




















































































FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS
THE EMERGING DEMOCRACIES FORUM
SANA’A, YEMEN
JUNE 29, 1999

[t is a great pleasure to be able to join all of you, as you conclude this historic Emergir
Democracies Forum. As some of you may know, I had hoped to attend in person, to hear firs
hand about the challenges and opportunities you are facing in the often daunting struggle towa
democracy. But when [ learned I would be unable to come, I was determined, at the very leas'
to speak to you through the wonders of technology. Because the discussions you have had ove
the past few days will have an impact not only on the future of your own nations — but on our
common dreams of living in a just and peaceful world.

I want to thank our sponsors, the Government of Yemen and the National Democratic
Institute for International Affairs. We are particularly grateful to NDI’s Les Cambell and the
Prime Minister of Yemen, Abdul Karim Al-Iryani for their vision to bring us all together. I w:
to thank Margreeth de Boer for speaking to us just now about the vital role that women can —
must — play in developing democracies. Appreciation also to Sally for her kind words of
introduction, and for all she is doing at USAID to promote democracy and economic opportu
worldwide.

[ especially want to thank all of you, the political, civic and economic leaders of your
nations, for participating in this important international forum. America’s Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright always reminds us that unlike dictatorships -- democracy can’t be impose
“It’s always a choice.” And [ want to commend all of you for the work you do every day to
ensure more citizens of the world not only make that choice for democracy, but can begin to
fulfill its promise.

And what better place to hold this global conversation and strengthen these bonds of
support among us than here in Yemen, where so much progress is being made. Yemen’s mul
party system, and its democratically elected legislature, serve as a model for the region.

I’m impressed as well with Yemen’s efforts to expand the rights and opportunities for
girls and women. Wherever I go — in my own country and overseas -- I talk about Yemen’s
remarkable commitment to girl’s education. By eliminating school fees; providing families 1
and other incentives to keep their girls in schools; and by encouraging more women to enter
teaching profession, you are sending a powerful message. That access to education — for eve
citizen -- is the very foundation of democracy — and choice.

And that no nation can move forward until all of its citizens — including women -- ar
full participants in the social, economic, and political life of their communities.
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J ensure that the rights of minorities are respected and that every effort is made to
engage marginalized groups in the political process;

. broaden the democratic experience by adopting all reasonable means to encourage
public access to, and participation in, the policy making process;

o support the strengthening of civil society;

. uphold the freedom of the press;

. address the urgent challenge of corruption by instituting meaningful reforms,
including those that increase govemmental transparency; and

. foster judicial independence, enhance public access to legal redress and

ensure that the laws are fairly applied to all.

These are the principles that brought us to Yemen, which we discussed in the context of

our specific experiences. Following are some examples of measures recommended by Forum
participants that give concrete expression to our shared democratic principles.

The successful implementation of economic reforms is advanced by:

transparent and inclusive decision making, the involvement of civil servants, the public,
labor, business groups and political parties in the design and implementation of reforms;
a social safety net to meet basic human needs and/or a complementary poverty alleviation
program; and

a recognition of the role of the civic sector in the implementation of economic reforms,

- including the use of such groups to help deliver government-funded social services.

Public confidence in elections is enhanced by:

working towards the establishment of independent election commissions that are nonpartisan
or politically balanced;

regulating, by legislation, government financing of elections to ensure that they are fair and
equitable for all parties; and

inviting election observers, whether domestic or international, to mount more comprehensive
efforts, including the monitoring of registration and campaign periods;

The legitimacy of parties and legislatures is advanced by:

the adoption by political parties of internal democratic procedures, ongoing training of
political leaders and elected officials, and public accountability and transparency;

the implementation of legislative procedures that ensure public access to plenary and
committee meetings, the holding of public hearings, and the provision of committee
documents and bills to the public,

Public participation in democratic decision making is enhanced by:

providing for private ownership of media and ensuring the impartiality of state-owned media
through independent boards or other means;

ensuring that governuments and political parties take measures to increase the number of
women in parliament and appoint women to key govemment posts;

Page -2-
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e conducting civic education in schools, nongovernmental organizations, parties and the media
to address cultural attitudinal and legal bacriers to the political and economic participation of
women,

e encouraging governments and legislatures to enhance the viability of nongovernmental
organizations, including removing legal barriers and providing tax exempt status, and
engaging non governmental organizations in policy debates;

The achievement of good governance, the improvement of administration, controlling corruption
and strengthening the rule of law can be advanced by:
e instituting public information mechanisms, such as budget transparency, freedom of
information laws and the publication of regulations;
depoliticizing and professionalizing the civil service;
implementing a comprehensive program to fight corruption, including institutions such as
politically independent anti-corruption comrnissions, ombudsmen and auditors general, codes
of conduct and financial disclosure rules, and open procurement processes.

As a result of this conference, we hope to establish mechanisms between our countries to
continue the sharing of ideas and experiences through consultations, exchange programs, an
interactive web site and other means. We also look forward to working together in a variety of
international fora to promote democratic principles and practices. We intend to support the
efforts of other countries that are beginning the process of democratic transition.

The international community should renew its commitment to countries working to build
democratic institutions and processes and dedicate the resources for this task. In particular, the
donor community and the international financial institutions, in considering loans, aid and debt
policy, should give priority to those countries implementing political as well as economic
reforms. These political reformns would include measures that advance popular participation,
build public trust in elections and legislatures, and enhance government transparency and
accountability.

ooo0ooo
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months in remote tribal villages to study
the effects of television. Between starting
.Sana’'a University’s Empirical Research
and Women's Studies Center and running
a host of nonprofit groups, she says she
hasn’t had time to get married.

To Dr. Hassan, the key issue is giving
-women more political power. Tribal gov-
ernment works fine, she says, except for
excluding women, and she espouses de-
. mocracy largely because it helps her build
support from Westerners. She ran for Par-
liament in part to write a book about
-her experiences. One that stood out was a
.campaign rally in which a veiled woman
started charging up from the back, shout-
ing that *‘the voice of woman is haram’’ —
or forbidden. Dr. Hassan handed her a
microphone to amplify the irony.

The 1993 elections inspired a new
- cadre of democracy advocates. Thousands

. of .volunteers monitored the -elections,
- though the government declined to sanc-
tion official monitors. Afterward, Dr. Has-
san joined with the group's leaders — in-
‘-cluding a traditional Islamic lawyer and an
American-educated businessman-to form

- the Arab Democratic Institute, or ADI.
Dr. Hassan proved a wily fund-raiser,

to the point that other Yemeni women
gripe about her monopplizing foreign con-

tributions. As part of a successful bid for
Dutch funding to expand her women's
center, she had students occupy her office
to make it so cramped, the Dutch ambassa-
dor had nowhere to sit during a visit. ADI's
proposal for a women's voting project was
about to be rejected by the European Union
when Dr. Hassan made a long telephone
appeal to a female EU official she had
never met. The EU gave the project $500,-
000.

“I'm getting everyone to support me,
but I'm not focusing that much on the
elections,” Dr. Hassan says. "I want
to create women leaders in little vii-
lages.”

ADI placed radio advertisements that
made no mention of the elections, merely
touting good pay for educated women who
were willing to travel. The 11 women
selected became regional organizers and
fanned out across the country to hire local
women as ‘‘constituency coordinators’ at
$200 a2 month.

Many of the 79 coo:!dmators who ar-
rived in Sana'a for the first meeting had
never eaten in a restaurant or used a flush
toilet, let alone spoken publicly. As fathers
and husbands took care of babies in an
adjacent room, the women walked through
imaginary election discussions with
strangers. To get her regional organizers
used to dealing with men, Dr. Hassan had
them sit in alternating seats for a televised
ceremony so male dignitaries had no
choice but to mingle when they arrived.

First, Get Perission

‘Meeting with village women can be
hazardous without men’s approval, ADI
coordinators socon found. One coordinator
says she relied on a local woman to set upa
meeting in a eastern Yemen village, but
the woman’s father found out, stormed into
the meeting and beat his daughter in front
of everybody. Other coordinators hold
meetings by inviting -women to soda par-
ties, or sneaking some time at village
weddings.

More often than not, though, sheiks
have given their support. Khadija Saleh Ali
Oman and her husband, Abdul Mohammad

Al Gofli, knocked on the door of one sheik
and were invited in for lunch. She ex-
plained the project, and the sheik imme-
diately rounded up some women for a
meeting. The sheik later explained that
the support of women voters could help if
kis son wanted to run for office. Also, a
kigh voter turnout could help the region
viin more food benefits or schools.

“The sheiks are under pressure be-
cause people say ‘They’re not doing any-
thing for us,' " says Abdo Ali Othman, a
Sana‘a University sociologist who studies
tribes. So sheiks are becoming more open
to outside help.

The women can be a bigger challenge,
ccordinators found. Only one of 10 rural
women in Yemen can read or write, partly
because men don't want to send teenage
daughters to school with boys. In the
afternoons, while many rural men chat
and chew qat, women carry water, herd
cattle and grind wheat. Bearing more than
a dozen children is considered a reason-
able life goal. Many women had no idea
their members of Parliament werée elected,
ADI coordinators reported.

‘We Are Like Animals’

in one report from Hajjah, Ms. Ali
Oman describes meeting 25 women of
various ages, all listing their occupation as
“housewife.” Those who were registered
to vote said their husbands were holding
the registration certificates, because the
women might lose them. One woman said,
“‘How can we take part in the elections
when we are like animals, not able toread
and write?"' Ms. Ali Oman told them they
had arighttovote and could even use party
symbols, like a flower or a sword, if they
could1’t write the names of candidates.

Tribesmen in Hajjah see no danger the
women will demand changes in their
status if they vote. ‘“No way.'I dare them to
demand it,” says Abdullah Mohammed
Ishaak, a village sheik, resting his hand
on a ceremonial dagger and his head on a
sitting-room cushion. Mr. Ishaak con-
tinues: “‘This is the reality here: If a
husbard or brother tells a wife to go and
register to vote, they'll go and do it. And if
he say. don't do it, she won'tdo it.”

But in one district visited by ADI,
women are organizing a candidates’ de-
bate. Sitting beslde Mr. Ishaak is Ahmed
Abdulrahman Jahaf, whose daughter, an
ADI coordinator, has been encouraged to

run for Parliament. He says he doesn't
object, but worries how °‘backward’ vil-
lagers would react. Also, an educated girl
is more attractive as a bride, but a girl who
is working commands a smaller dowry, he
says. '‘'The nature of women leads us to the
conclusion that a woman's right place is
home,’* Mr. Jahaf says.

The Islah party also has mixed feelings
about women as candidates. Isiah recently
allowed the head of its women'’s division to
give a brief speech at the party confer-
ence — then had her escorted back to a
separate room. And it presented a paper at
an ADI seminar saying women could be
elected to any position — except president.
Still, that represented a ‘*‘major change in
attitude,” according to Jamal Al-Adimi, an
Islamic lawyer who is directing ADI's
women's project.

Mr. Adimij's sister is among Islah's new
crop of female activists in the city of
Hodeidah. But when asked if they will
consider running for Parliament this year,
she and her colleagues glance at their male
bosses and say the time isn't right. “‘Allah
did not prohibit women to be voters, or to
be candidates,’ explains Mohammad Qah-
tan, Islah’s political director. But *‘there is
another point of view within the Islah that
still rejects such a change.”

The ruling People’s General Congress
also has been tentative. One month ago,
during a conference in Sana'a, party lead-
ers promised to work for at least 20 women
inParliament. *“They said. the same things
five years ago. I swear it makes me so
sleepy,” Dr. Hassan commented, half-lis-
tening to a speech from the back row. Sure
enough, this week only two women ap-
peared on the ruling party’s list of 221
candidates. Confronted by Dr. Hassan ata
dinner reception Tuesday, party official
Mohmed Al Tayeb told her there weren't
enough qualified women to choose from.

The change of heart is, in a way, a sign
of Yemen's budding democracy. The top
parties recently had an agreement not to
compete with each other this year in most
districts. Butnow that agreement is break- .
ing down. “We do not want to lose-
anywhere,” Mr. Tayeb says.






















