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‘ :- Thi hext World’s Salzl .EXPO 2000, will take place in

- Hariribver, Germany^ Juhe-October, 2000. As a result of 
■pbobieme at previous World’s Fairs, Congress passed 

legislation prohibiting USIA from spending any USG funds for 
such; purposes. President Clinton appointed businessman 

.? • -William Etollnick as the US Commissioner General for the 
: Hannover- EXPO, giving! him the task of raising the funds 

•- necessary foran American pavilion from the private sector. 
' The total amount heeded is estimated at $45 million. 

.Unfottunately, without any government funds to back the
• project> the private sector has been reluctant to commit its 

own resources. Cdnimissioner General Rollnick has requested 
that:-the white House provide $15 million to construct the 
pavilion, confident that the private sector would then 

. Contribute the funds necessary for the exhibits and 
activities. Ambassador Kornblum has also approached 0MB 

.■ '.l.wifch! the same messageL To date, no federal funds have been 
7 . forthcoming, so no private sector funds have been committed, 

iiestf estimates frc?m Epibassy Berlin are that we have about 
dne month left to jbegin construction of the US pavilion if 
we aife to open on -time. Absent federal funding for the 
building, there may be no U.S. presence at the Hannover 
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The iinited States :.is about to get another black eye in the
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Unofflct.al TraMlatlon: 

Oe.ar BIii, 

F�:+495118404180 

In less thin 300 days. on June 1, 2000 the first World E,cpo$ltlon In �any wlll optn Its gates. 
In August 1997 you accepted the lnvit:ltlon for the United States to partldp.ate In EX

P

O 2000 
.ind -soon after nominated Mr. WIiii.am O. RoUnlclc. as Americiln Commissioner General. The 
Government of the Feder:11 Republic of Germany and the oreanlzers of EXPO 2000 welcomed 
vour decision. 

I believe i subs�ntl�I presentation of the U.S.A. at EXPO 2000 In Germany Is unrcno1.1nceable I
:,f utmost Importance. The sl9ntflcance of the transatfantlc partnership between the United 
>lites of Amertc.a and the Federal Republic of Gi!rrnany should receive an .appropriate
·ecognltlon at the Wortd Exposition.

Lately there has been reasonable concern that the preparattons for the US presenWJon .at 
l:XPO 2000 a� faced With dlffkulties partkularly � far as the fln.anctne of the US partldpatlon 
Is con�rned. The prh,ate 5ector has made encourilging m�tJons concerning Its wlllingnes1 to 
liniil nclally ,up port the exhibits of the Us pavilion. 

tn order to secure sufficient funding from the American private sector for the construction of 
the pa\ttllon Mr. R.ollnlclt. ls striving for an Initial contribution from the public sl!Ctor. 
Unfortunately, so far no significant result has bttn achieved. Conslderlne the very tight 
1ch�ule for the construction of the pavtllon, the stlll pendlne dcc:lslon of the US 
i dmlnlstnatlon could endanger the entire presentation of the United States at EXPO 2000. 

1,, IIBht of this, I would be very gratdul If you could loot Into the matter concerning the 
f nandns of the Amer1an presentatJon at EXPO 2000. There is the lmptt!sslon th,n a 
·�specbble partldpatron of the prMte sector Ciln only be achieved If an Initial contribution
<:om the public sector Gin be se<ured In time.

lours sincerely. 

_ ..... ----· ·· ·-· -·· .. 
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In kium 300 Tagen, am 1. dull 2000, wlrd die emte Waftauittallung In Deutschland 

ertJffriet Ihre Zuiage vom Aufluit 1907 zurTellnahme der Varainigten Stiatan «n 

dor EXPO 2000 nowle dla Emennung von Harm William D, Rollnick zum ameri« 

kanlachan Genamlkommluar haban die Bundeareolarung und die Organlaatoren 

dar EXPO 2000 aehr begrudt

loh hatte alne lubatantlella Betelllaung dor UBA on dor EXPO 2000 in Dautaohland 

fOr unvartchtbar. Die beaondore Bedeutung der transstlantlachfin Partnaiachaft 

zwlwhan den Varelnlgten Staaton von Amerlka und der Bundaarepuhllk Dautech- 

land aollta alne antaprartanda Wtirdlguno auf dor Weltauwt^lung orhalton.

In JQngitar Zalt beataht Anlafl zur Sorge, daH as Problems bel dan Vorbereltungan 

der UB-Batelllgung an der EXPO 2000 goben kOnnte, vor allam hlnalchtllch der 

Flnanzterung dee US-fiaitrege. Der private sektor hat In ermutlgender Welea dla 

Beraltaohaf! aignallalert die Inhaltllcha Auagoataltung dee US-Pavlllone euf der 

EXPO 2000 flnanzlell zu unterattiteen.

B 1NDB1REPUBL1K DtUTBCHtAND

Dir Bunmikanzler
TlVMCZUMMBTMMiraAlXAMrnuui.noc
413-B14 02-Ek 1 
MR Dr. aenandt. 2460

BUner Exzallonz 
dem Prtaldentan der 
Vomlnlgten Btaaten von Amarlka 
Harm William Jefferson Clinton
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Um auch f(lr den Bau dos Pavilions auarolohanda flnanzlolla ZuMtgsn von

UB-FInnan zu erralchan. bamQht aiah Hau Rollnick. fQr don Pavilion eino ttflontlloha 

Anachubflnanzlerung Blohorzuatallon. Loldar konnta hler noch kaln antaoholdander 

OuroNjruch erzlaK warden. Angeaiohto den drAngendan Zoltp ana fQr dan Bau dea 

UB-Pavlliana kdnnte die blthar aUMtahanda Entachaldung dar US-Admlnlatratlon 

die Prtaefltation dor USA «uf dar EXPO 2000 InagMamt aeffthrdan.

08/09/99 15:54 FAX
OG.OS.’Sg 11:23
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ID.'EXPO 2000 HANNOVER GT1BH

Vor dleaam Hinterorund wire Ich Ihnen Behr dankbar, wenn Sle alch dar Fraga dar 

Flnanzlarung das US-Baftragaa zur EXPO 2000 annahmen wurden. Hler beateht 

dar Elndruck, daG elna angemaMtna Betelllsung dar US-WIrtschstt am amerl- 

kanlaahen Pavilion auf dar EXPO 2000 nur dann zu •maichan IK. wenn die dffent- 

Hche Anachubfintnzlarunfl for dan Bau das Pavilions noch nachtreitlg alcheroaetallt 

werdan kann.

FAX:+495118404180
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U.S. Participation in EXPO 2000 World’s Fair in
Hannover, Germany
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The United States ;.is about to get another black eye in the 
Wdflji'S’ fair business;.

• ' " d

The next World’s Fair, EXPO 2000, will take place in 
Hannbver, Germany^ Jujne-Octcber, 2000. As a result of 
pfobiems at previous World's Fairs, Congress passed 

legiBlation prohibiting’ USIA from spending any USG funds for 
such: purposes. _President Clinton appointed businessman 

.? ’ William Rollnick as the US Conimissioner General for the 
■ Hannover- EXPO, giyihgj him the task of raising the funds 

necessary for-an American pavilion from the private sector. 
. The total amount. needed is estimated at S45 million. 

Unfottunately, without any government funds to back the
• project^ the private sector has been reluctant to commit its 

own resources, conimissioner General Rollnick has requested 
' that!.the White House provide $15 million to construct the 

pdyilign, confident that the private sector would then 
contribute the funds necessary for the exhibits and 

. activities. Ambassador Komblum has also approached 0MB 
..with! the same .message. To date, no federal funds have been 

.7 . forthcoming, so ng private sector funds have been committed, 
estimates frcjm Embassy Berlin are that we have about 

cine month left to = begin construction of the US pavilion if 

we are to open on-time- Absent federal funding for the 
.building, there.may be no U.S. presence at the Hannover
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The United States :.is jabcux to get another black eye in the 
wbflij'S fair business;.

The next World’s FalH EXPO 2000, will take place in '

- Hannbver, Germany; Jupe-October, 2000. As a result of 
ptotiiems at previous World's Fairs, Congress passed 

legislation prohibiting USIA from spending any USG funds for 
such; purposes. President Clinton appointed businessman 
WilljLam Roilnick as the US Commissioner General for the

- Hannover EXPO, giving him. the task of raising the funds 
neceiasary for-an American pavilion from the private sector. 
The total amount needied is estimated at $45 million. 

/Unfortunately, without any government funds to back the
• project.> the private sector has been reluctant to commit its 

own resources. Commissioner General Rollnick has requested 
, that'Lthe White House provide $15 million to construct the 

pavilion, confident that the private sector would then
- Contribute the funds necessary for the exhibits and 

activities. AmbaSsadior Komblum has also approached OMB
. ’--------To date, no federal funds have been

> forthcoming, so no private sector funds have been committed, 
^est]: estimates frejm Ejmbassy Berlin are that we have about 

. cine month left to begin construction of the US pavilion if 

we are to open on :time. Absent federal funding for the 
■.■.building, there.may be no U.S. presence at the Hannover 

• ;
?.• . • • • ;
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DIRECTOR
January 20,1999

will not gauge their cash contributions to the project in terms that come close to meeting the cost

UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY • WASHINGTON. D.C. 20547 • (202)619-4742

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House

Dear Melanne:

I want to describe the situation we face with respect to a U.S. presentation at the Millennial 

World’s Fair event in Hannover, Germany in the Year 2000

Commissioner Bill Rollnick and his deputy, Nancy Ellison, have put together a very creative 
plan working with representatives of the German government and those who are planning for the 

The plan involves construction of a temporary building/pavilion to house various U.S.

relations budgets these days, even one as significant as “Hannover 2000.” It is something they 
will commit to do, but only on a limited budget since there are increasingly more effective ways 
to spend their promotion budgets. While there is significant corporate interest in participating in 
the U.S. exhibitions at the Hannover World Fair, the fact is that national governments (the U.S. 
in this case) have far more interest in an impressive national presentation at a world’s fair 
(national pride, diplomatic recognition, etc) than do corporate and business interests.

Which brings us to the second reason why we will not be able to raise funds for the cost of the 
building from corporate donors. Bill hears every day what I have heard for six years, what Tony 
Coelho heard so often while trying to assemble a U.S. presence at Lisbon, “why should the 
business sector make this a major priority for promotional funds when the federal government is 
making no provisions for funding from the U.S. budget?” Such declarations are not in the spirit 
of concern for reducing federal spending, inconsistent with other sentiments often expressed by 
the corporate sector with respect to federal spending, the fact is we are not likely to get greater 
corporate contributions, adequate corporate participation, unless our government shows some 
commitment to seek funds for this presentation in the federal budget.

I can testify, after many conversations with U.S. corporate officers, that there are two reasons for
this. First, a World’s Fair presentation is simply not a major target for U.S. corporate public 

_ « . _ * • Z".   a — — 1 ’ T<- I <? flnP V

event. The plan involves construction oi a temporary 
exhibitions and is budgeted at more than $40 million for both the building and presentations 

during the course of the fair.

However, Bill has discovered that U.S. corporate sponsors who are interested in participating

of consimc7ng~a'the building of this magnitude.'They may be willing to share the cost of space 

for exhibits or presentations, but on a much limited scale.

P.02/03
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diplomatic fallout from a disappointed and frustrated Germany.

But we do have an option. This will take some concentration from the White House and/or a

What can we do?

Seek a limited appropnation for the cost of construction of a pavilion from the

1.

2.
Congress to seek Congressional support, it might be possible for Bill Rollnick to

This is, in my opinion, the only way we can or will avoid a significant national embarrassment

with regard to this event,

Joseph Duffey

cc:

TOTAL P.03

likely by offsets in several Departmental budgets). I have talked with Dick Lugar 

absolutely necessary requirement would be for someone in a major position in the

The Honorable Samuel E. Berger
The Honorable John Podesta
The Honorable Larry Stein 
Ms. Ellen Lovell
Mr. Robert Kyle

Ms. Melanne Verveer
January 20, 1999 
Page Two

So-what do we do if we want to proceed?

Ask Senator Richard Lugar to lead an effort to support an appropriationjrnost 

about this. I believe he would be willing to give leadership here. But an

Administration or White House to request his help and assure him of full 

Administration support in this effort.

With this step and a clear effort by the Administration and some members of 

^eeksome “bridge loams” to move the building project forward.

directive from the White House to the State Department or Department of Commerce to get to 

work on this issue promptly and with some urgency.

Unless some new effort by the Administration gives more support to the RoHnick efforts to raise 
funds for the presentation, we may be forced to withdraw from the fair and deal with the 

Congress in the Year 2000 budget, in the amount of SIS million. The “catch”, 
however, is that the budget will not be a reality until very late this year. Wc must 
commit to the construction of the building in the next month or so.

Sincerely,
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Bonn, January 13, 1999I>

the ctosVioo^rltion of the United States of America with Gennany and

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Gerhard Schrdder

P.0297XJAN-20-1999 03=12 12129809593

Federal Republic of Germany
The Federal Chancellor

sure vou are well aware that EXPO 2000 is an important undertaking for me. In 
paniuuiuf the Close cooperation of the United States of America with Germany and 
Europe is certainty one of the most important aspects of this undertaking. I am looking

To the General Commissioners of EXPO 2000 

Mrs. Nancy Rollnick
Mr. William Rollnick

t
t

was
Washington.

@02
x^A^aouaoao.? o/ j

Dear Mrs. Rollnick,
Dear Mr. Rollnick:

On behalf of my daughter. I would like to thank you very much for your P^sent She 
very pleased with it. For my part, I recall with pleasure our enjoyable meeting in

01/20/99 15:03 FAX 12129809593
GES.VON■ IS- l_9y :

I am 
particular,

forward to your work in realizing this goal.



I 15:03 FAX 1212980959301/20/99
15- i-aa ; 1B:33 tMtSASST BUiW Udli*1** Wl* •

■

Bonn, den/f? Januar 1999
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Mlt freundlichen GrUBen
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iJUTM'DEemSI’lTBl-T’K DEUTSCHLAND

DER BUNDESKANLLER

leh mSchte mich ganz heralich im Namen meiner Tochter far das Geschenk von 

Ihnan bedanken. Sia hat sich sehr darubor gefreut. Auch mir wird die vergnOgliche 

Begegnung mit Ihnen in Washington in Erinnerung bleiban.

Sehr geehrte Frau Rollnick, 

sehr geehrter Herr Rollnick,

DaB die EXPO 2000 in Hannover fur mich eln herauaragendes Projekt ist, wird 

Ihnen sicherlich nicht entgangen sein. Gerade die Darstellung der engen Zusam- 

menartaeit zwischen dan Verainlgten Staaten von Amerika und Deutschland bzw. 

Europa und den USA wird sicherlich einer der wlchtlgsten Punkte dieses Projektes 

sein. Ich bin gespannt, wie Sie diese Thematlk umsetzen werden.

An die 
Generalkommissare der EXPO 2000
Frau Nancy Rollnick
Harm William Rollnick

MJ —

@03
12X2B0U3aaj.? Z/ J



DIRECTOR 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 

Dear Melanne: 

January 20, 1999 

I want to describe the situation we face with respect to a U.S. presentation at the Millennial 
World's Fair event in Hannover, Germany in the Year 2000. 

Commissioner Bill Rollnick and his deputy, Nancy Ellison, have put together a very creative 
plan working with representatives of the German government and those who are planning for the 
event. The plan involves construction of a temporary building/pavilion to house various U.S. 
exhibitions and is budgeted at more than $40 million for both the building and presentations 
during the course of the fair. 

However, Bill has discovered that U.S. corporate sponsors who are interested in participating 
will not gauge their cash contributions to the project in terms that come close to meeting the cost 
of constructing a the building of this magnitude. They may be willing to share the cost of space 
for exhibits or presentations, but on a much limited scale. 

I can testify, after many conversations with U.S. corporate officers, that there are two reasons for 
this. First, a World's Fair presentation is simply not a major target for U.S. corporate public 
relations budgets these days, even one as significant as "Hannover 2000." It is something they 
will commit to do, but only on a lirruted budget since there are increasingly more effective ways 
to spend their promotion budgets. While there is significant corporate interest in participating in 
the U.S. exhibitions at the Hannover World Fair, the fact is that national governments (the U.S. 
in this case) have far more interest in an impressive national presentation at a world's fair 
(national pride, diplomatic recognition, etc) than do corporate and business interests. 

Which brings us to the second reason why we will not be able to raise funds for the cost of the 
building from corporate donors. Bill hears every day what I have beard for six years, what Tony 
Coelho heard so often while trying to assemble a U.S. presence at Lisbon, ''why should the 
business sector make this a major priority for promotional funds when the federal government is 
making no provisions for funding from the U.S. budget?" Such declarations are not in the spirit 
of concern for reducing federal spending, inconsistent with other sentiments often expressed by 
the corporate sector with respect to federal spending, the fact is we are not likely to get greater 
corporate contributions, adequate corporate participation, unless our government shows some 
commihnent to seek funds for this presentation in the federal budget. 

UNITED STATES INFORMAllON AGENCY • WASHINGTON, O.C. 20547 • (202) 619-4742 



What can we do?

So—what do we do if we want to proceed?

1.

2.

Sincerely,

Joseph Duffey

cc:

But we do have an option. This will take some concentration from the White House and/or a 
directive from the White House to the State Department or Department of Commerce to get to 
work on this issue promptly and with some urgency.

Unless some new effort by the Administration gives more support to the Rollnick efforts to raise 
funds for the presentation, we may be forced to withdraw from the fair and deal with the 
diplomatic fallout from a disappointed and frustrated Germany.

Ask Senator Richard Lugar to lead an effort to support an appropriation (most 
likely by offsets in several Departmental budgets). I have talked with Dick Lugar 
about this. I believe he would be willing to give leadership here. But an 
absolutely necessary requirement would be for someone in a major position in the 
Administration or White House to request his help and assure him of full 
Administration support in this effort.

Seek a limited appropriation for the cost of construction of a pavilion from the 
Congress in the Year 2000 budget, in the amount of $15 million. The “catch”, 
however, is that the budget will not be a reality until very late this year. We must 
commit to the construction of the building in the next month or so.

The Honorable Samuel E. Berger 
The Honorable John Podesta
The Honorable Larry Stein
Ms. Ellen Lovell
Mr. Robert Kyle

With this step and a clear effort by the Administration and some members of 
Congress to seek Congressional support, it might be possible for Bill Rollnick to 
seek some “bridge loans” to move the building project forward.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
January 20, 1999 
Page Two

This is, in my opinion, the only way we can or will avoid a significant national embarrassment 
with regard to this event.
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IN RARTNEHSH1P WITH THC

United States Information agency

allow us, in good faith, to take money from companies and begin construction 
sponsorship will come in closer to --------   
stage we are lost.

U.SA at Hannover aooo, Inc. 
U.S1A. Reception Center 

Sixth floor 

ees Fifth Avenue 

New York. New York loioa

January II, 1999

strongest and most important allies, 
to the success of their fair. 
involved.

William D. Rollnick

Commissioner General

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I would like to update you on the challenging reality of the United State's 
commitment to Expo 2000, the World’s Fair in Hannover, Germany, June 1 through October 31.

2000.

When you appointed me to be, not only Commissioner General, but Special Envoy 
and your Personal Representative, you did so with your avowal that Germany is one of our

allies. Gerrnany, too, sees our participation as absolutely essential
Ambassador Komblum, who shares these views, has been deeply

William D. RoUnick 
Commissioner General and

Special Envoy and Personal Representative 
of the President of the United States

Our challenge is twofold: While we have received considerable support from the 
First Lady and her staff, we do not have the attention and support from senior members of the 
administration. Which leads us to our second reality; without government support — particularly 
public funding — corporate sponsors have been reluctant to commit!

We have some sponsors, but we Cannot commit to the construction of the United 
States Pavilion unless we can honorably guarantee its completion costs. If we do not have $15 
million committed by the middle of February, I believe we will have no alternative but to 

withdraw from the Expo.

Nancy (whom you appointed Deputy Commissioner General) and I have been 
personally funding all activities to date and in fact, have created designs for a remarkable 
pavilion, exhibition and cultural schedule which will make America proud.

As I said, we have no commitment of public funds — no contingency back-up to 
 While we suspect

the Fair dates, without government support at this crucial


