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Unofficlal Translation:
Dear Bill,

In less than 300 days, on June, 2000 the flrst World Exposition in Germany will open fts gates.
in August 1997 you accepted the Invitation for the United States to particpate in EXPO 2000
and soon after nominated Mr. Willlam D. Rollnick as American Commissioner General. The
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany and the organizers of EXPO 2000 welcomec
your dedslon.

| belleve a substantlal presentation of the U.S.A. at EXPO 2000 In Germany Is unrenounceable /
>f utmost Importance. The significance of the transatiantic partnership between the United
>tates of America and the Federal Repubilc of Germany should recelve an appropriate
-ecognition at the World Exposition,

l.ately there has been reasonable concern that the preparations for the US presentation at
12XPO 2000 are faced with difficulties particularly as far as the financing of the US partidpation
Is concerned. The private sector has made encouraging motions concerning its willingness %o
(inanclally support the exhlibits of the Us pavilion,

In order to secure sufficlent funding from the Amerlcan private sector for the construction of
the pavillon Mr. Rollnick 1s striving for an Inltlal contribution from the public sactor.
Unfortunately, so far no significant result has been achieved. Consldering the very tight
schedule for the construction of the pavilion, the still pending decislon of the US
:dminlistration could endanger the entire presentation of the United States at EXPO 2000.

I light of this, | would be very grateful If you could loak Into the matter concerning the
fnancing of the American presentation at EXPO2000. There is the Impression that a
‘tspectable participation of the private sector can only be achieved If an Initial contrlbution
“-om the public sector can be secured In time.

/ours sincerely,
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DIRECTOR
January 20, 1999

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Office of the First Lady
The White House

Dear Melanne:

I want to describe the situation we face with respect to a U.S. presentation at the Millennial
World’s Fair event in Hannover, Germany in the Year 2000.

Commissioner Bill Rollnick and his deputy, Nancy Ellison, have put together a very creative
plan working with representatives of the German government and those who are planning for the
event. The plan involves construction of a temporary building/pavilion to house various U.S.
exhibitions and is budgeted at more than 340 million for both the building and presentations
during the course of the fair.

However, Bill has discovered that U.S. corporate sponsors who are interested in participating
will not gauge their cash contributions to the project in terms that come close to meeting the cost
of constructing a the building of this magnitude. They may be willing to share the cost of space
for exhibits or presentations, but on a much limited scale.

I can testify, after many conversations with U.S. corporate officers, that there are two reasons for
this. First, a World’s Fair presentation is simply not a major target for U.S. corporate public
relations budgets these days, even one as significant as ‘‘Hannover 2000.’” It is something they
will commit to do, but only on a limited budget since there are increasingly more effective ways
to spend their promotion budgets. While there is significant corporate interest in participating in
the U.S. exhibitions at the Hannover World Fair, the fact is that national governments (the U.S.
in this case) have far more interest in an impressive national presentation at a world’s fair
(national pride, diplomatic recognition, etc) than do corporate and business interests.

Which brings us to the second reason why we will not be able to raise funds for the cost of the
building from corporate donors. Bill hears every day what | have heard for six years, what Tony
Coelho heard so often while trying to assemble a U.S. presence at Lisbon, “why should the
business sector make this a major priority for promotional funds when the federal govemment is
making no provisions for funding from the U.S. budget?”” Such declarations are not in the spirit
of concem for reducing federal spending, inconsistent with other sentiments often expressed by
the corporate sector with respect to federal spending, the fact is we are not likely to get greater
corporate contributions, adequate corporate participation, unless our government shows some
commitment to seek funds for this presentation in the federal budget.
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