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» assuring through the NIR's Office of Reseazch on
Women’s Health that women are appropriately represented
in NIE-supported research, including studies on
cardiovascular disease in women.

AND HEAL
. About 16 million women and nearly 10 million of their
children lack access to primary health care services.
* While infant sortality in the nation is lower than ever, it
is astill higher than in moast developed countries because of

a lack of prenatal care, poor nutrition, drug use and

adolescent pregnancy.

» There are 17.6 deaths per 1000 births of black infants
compared to 7.3 deaths per 1000 births of white infants,

HHS de. ..

* HRSA’'s provision during 1993 of primary care services
to mome four million low-income women and more than
eight million children, including the homeless and
thosa in publie housing.

* production in 1993 of HRSA’s "Health Diazy." the
Maternal and Child Health Bureau handbook for expectant
parents with advice en prenatal and infant care.

* an PY 1995 budget request for increases in NIH raeszearch
in contraception/reproductive and preganancy health.

FAMILY PLANNING

-

Sexual activity rates among fomales aged 15-19 rose
from 29 percemt inm 1970 to 42 percent in 1980. The
zrate for thie age group among nales zose from

66 percent in 1879 to 76 percent in 1988. These
trends are creating upturne in unintended pregnancies
and sexually transmitted diseases.

Births to unmarried adolescents 135 to 19 years rose from
29.5 perceat in 1970 to 68.8 pexrcent in 1991.

HHS_Actlong inglude...

an FY 1995 budget proposal to create a new Office of
Adolescent Health.

































































































































hree women of three different

ages and lifestyles spoke informal-

ly Monday of their own attitudes

to women's health issues while
waiting to rehearse songs they'd perform
later that evening at a black-tie benefit,
which raised $500,000 for the Washing-
ton-based Society for the Advancement of
Women's Health Research.

All three were New York-based perform-
ers from different Broadway shows of note
who are in good health. Their thoughts
reflected well the range of hopes and prob-
lems that gave rise five years ago to the
society's broad-based initiative promoting
gender equality in medical research.

“I remember when Happy Rockefeller
got breast cancer and people starting talk-
ing about the subject for the first time.
Had I known more about the subject then,
I would be further ahead — I would have
started on something or another sooner,’
said Rita Gardner, referring to still-contro-
versial hormone-replacement therapy.

A member of the original cast of “The
Fantasticks,” now in its 35th year, she
currently is with the national tour of
“Kiss of the Spider Woman” and flew in
from Montreal for the night.

“There are so many scary issues now,’
suggested Darcie Roberts, 21, of Broad-
w/ay’s “Crazy For You.” “I'm constantly
amazed at the lack of information, and
young girls are so vulnerable. It's fright-
ening not knowing what new diseases are
out there, although ... it's also a lot easier
now to walk into a group of women and

A helt benefit for women

Darcie Roberts enchants the crowd with a song from “Crazy for You™ at the Society for the

s

Phoio by Karen Ballard/The Washington Times

Advancement of Women’s Health Research gala.

start talking about such things.”

“I get asked to do so many benefits in
New York, usually for AIDS, that I
thought when I heard about this group,

‘Hooray.’ So many women'’s health issues
get swept under the rug,” said Liz CalF
away, 33, mother of a young son and
member of Broadway’s “Cats.”

“Women’s health always is seen as the
issue of reproduction,”’ said Phyllis Green-
berger, executive director of the society
and its staff of eight. “And it isn’t,
although there still is a lingering idea that
itis.” The scope of their program includes
“convincing women that not all diseases
are breast cancer but how different dis-
eases affect women differently.”

Funds raised Monday would go toward
office expenses and new software, she
said, but the “two issues this year are
obstacles to getting women in clinical tri-
als and the factor of liability. A lot of time,
tests for new devices are done on women
who are healthy, which can mean more
risk when there are adverse reactions.”

Has there been any backlash lately from
white males charging discrimination?

“No, we aren’t women against men but
the idea of women needing to be included
in research and testing,”’ she said.

Among the men attending the event,
which was held in the Mellon Auditori- -
um, were political analyst Norman Orn-
stein of the American Enterprise Insti-
tute (“I'm here because of Phyllis”) and
Rep. John Dingell, Michigan Democrat,
who said his interest in women’s health
was “saving it from the Republicans.”

Rep. Patricia Schroeder, a longtime
supporter, appeared in an elaborately
patterned cardigan sweater, flowing
tunic, pants and boots: “This is black-tie
in Denver;,” the Colorado Democrat said
to well-wishers as she made the rounds.

— Ann Geracimos

ci2 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1995

METROPOLITAN TIMES *

THE WASHINGTON TIMES


















