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Enroliment of Qirle and Bovs,

First and Second Levels of Education

SHART 13

/ g |
misone faax ‘-AJ "

L N !

- ] Noth imes Waetm Eyrope £ P g®

50

W Gender differances must be sean In absolte
numbders in order to gauge their full significance in
temve of unmet educational needs. There has been

0 | o g an improvemont overall in girle’ enrolment relstive to

boys'. but the gap in numbers ks getting larger es
enroliment expands. In 1960, there were 67 milion
more boys than girs snfoBed In trst end second
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leveis of etucation. Curently boys outnumber girte
e by 62 milion. in South Asia alone whara the male
educational advantage is most pronouncad, there
would have 1o be 42 millon more schaol placas jus!
10 DANG @irts’ enrolment up to boys' at the prevonl
Urme.

Gonder Comparbues  While girls' enroliment has incrcascd fagcr than boys’
since 1960, the mare favorable trend for girls has so far failed to elimmate a broad
disparity betweep the sexes. At all levels of education, and in all regions except
Eastern Ewrope and the former USSR (ehart 13), bays still represent a majority of
sudenss. In global enroliment at the primary level girls are 46 perceat of all
students; 8t secondary and tertiary levels, 45 percent of all,

Except at the third level, gender comparisons have not shown dramatic change
over the 35-year period. In primary schools the propordon of girls in total
mmlhnaihmgmeupmmgauutag:poim.ssince 1960 (from 43 to 46
percent); in secondary schools, five percéntage points (from 40 to 45 percem).
The most pronounced improvement in famale participation (see.pege=88) has
ocowrred ot the highest level of edumbon% ‘;xm ufdxgsl hnb;;;ecrﬁndﬂ-behhda
In 1960 girls were 34 percent o ! t in university an
vouﬁmnﬁﬁools; in01u919¥5 they cepressnt 45 percent of the students.

Behind these averages are continumg major differences in national and regional
patrns.  Reflecting ecooomic as well & aulural differences, developing
oountries in general reveal significantly greater sex inequalities in education than
do the developed. At incressingly higher educational levels the inequality
becomes mare pronounced. Map 2, pages 24-25, portrays both national and
regional mequalitics.

Literacy

In wend and govgiaphic comparisons, literacy tends w mivror the patterns
cvideat in school carollment. Since 1960 there has been a marked increase in
the mumber of women who are literate. Fxcinding China, far which data are
not available before 1980, the number of women in the world who can read
and write has increased by cver 600 million in the past 35 years. The literate

jon of the world’s female population 1s now the highest on record, and is
projected by UNESCO to grow another 13 percent by the end of the cenuury.

As m school enroliment, however, women suffer a decided handicap in
literacy in comparison with men and there is no clear sign as yet thar this
handicap is shrinking. 1n 1995, when women have an average Uteracy rate of
71, men have a rate of 84 percent. Since 1960, the male advantage has
narrowed slightly in many regions hit widened further in South Asia and
Aﬁéc:. where less than half the women are literate, compared with two-thirds
of the men.

Low litevacy rates for women have a common denominator in poverty and
‘.
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