



















































































Proposed CoCliairs;

Poussible Candidates:

Coryotte

Alan Cieenspant,  Federal Reserve
Juck Welch, General Cleciric
Johna Pepper, Procter and Oamble
Ralph Larscn,  Johnson & Johnson
[Ken Lay, Lnron

Bob Allan, ATT

i.cshic Wexner, The Litited

Rob Walton, Wahnart

Uob Crandall, Amecrican Airlines
Charlecs Schwab, Charles Schwab
Doug Ivester, Coca Cola Company
Mikc Quinlan, McDonuelds

D,lgdinl

Rick Smith, Ncwsweck
Micheanl Cisver, Disncy
Stephen Spiclberg,  Dreamworks
Jeny Levin, Time Warner

eter Jennings, ADC News
Tom Yrokaw, NDBC Ncws

Dan Rather, CUS Ncws

Tom Johinson, CNN

Celebritics
Michcal Jordan
Bill Cosby

Denzell Washington

P’au) Newiman
Tony Bennell
Barbara Wallers
Col Ripken,.Jn.
Whitncy Houston
Sandi Patti
Glorin Eslefan
Meryl Strecp
Ellon John
Cliznbeth Dole

Lellpiou lo

Billy Grahom

Cordinal Jolin O'Connor

Bill Bennell
Maya Angclou
Clie Weiscl
Robert Colcs
Tony Cumpolo
Rabbi Harold -

Jmer

11

Experls on Children pud Youlh

C. Everetl Koop, Former Surgeon General
Marion Wright Edleman, COF

Jamcs Dobsons, Psychologist & Radio |os!
Anlonia Novello, Forimer Surgecon General
David Elkind, Tuflls University

Jomes Comer, Yale University


































































































































































Memorandum for the Summit Organizers

Harris Wofford
April 7, 1997

As we enter the homestretch for the Philadelphia summit, twenty days to go, I want to put
these points for your consideration:

1.

There is method in our madness -- a very good strategy in our plans for the Summit
and the ensuing campaign for America’s Promise — but the public and the media have
not yet figured it out. And we are not as clear and persuasive as we need to be.

As the one George Romney called in the summer of 1995 to help enlist President
Clinton and the former Presidents in his plan for a Summit, I think the following
propositions of the original discussions with Romney help clarify what we are doing
and how we should proceed.

We are trying to set for the nation a great goal — to crack the atom of civic power and
release and harness civic energy to turn the tide for millions of America’s youth.
Achieving that goal will be much harder and more complicated than the task of
cracking the physical atom when Roosevelt secretly set that goal in order to build an
atom bomb before Hitler did. It will be harder and more complicated than the task of
going to the moon when Kennedy very publicly set forth that goal. The task before us
is more like the challenge facing the would-be civil rights movement in 1955 when
Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King first went into action.

The decade-long climax of the Civil Rights movement -- 1955-1965 — succeeded
because:

e The goals of winning the right to vote and ending public segregation
were clearly set by King and the movement. They were widely
accepted, and they remained the focus until they were achieved. (Since
then there have been no clear or widely accepted goals.)

e Around these two goals, a national sense of scandal and crisis emerged
and became a popular consensus. By the actions of the movement and
the fact-finding of the new U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, by
popular protests, symbolic actions and the response of public power,
the sense spread and deepened that it was a scandal for millions of
Americans to be denied the right to vote and to have no room at the inn
(or at lunch counters). Essential to the success of the movement was the
growing national consensus that the failure to end those conditions was


















PR 17 ’97 11:24AM = --- - —==-~ Y —— At SN UL,

-~

ey v
Pi2:3 v

America's Promise - ¢ 7Tt
April. 16, 1997 ¢ g
Page 2 .

3. it is self evident that we need Marketable Skills to achieve financial
independence. Self-sufficiency is necessary to give us a sense of value in a
world where our dreams at timg sgem unattaingble. There miust be a
redeflnition of education. It is essential that America's Children have enrichment
programs, modern resources, intemships, and qualified, well-paid educators in
all schools, regardless of location.

4. It is self evident that America's Children need Safe Places to protect and
nurture their boundless potential. We need places where we can gather without
fear. We must be provided with creative outlets — outside of the educational
system — that will channel energy instead of extinguishing it.

Si [t is self evident that, in retum, America's Children have an obligation to
Serve the Communities that support and serve them. We must guide each other.
We will not be today's problems but tomorrow’s solutions.

We can no longer be content with apathy and inaction because America's
Children are too precious an asset to be lost. We, therefore, ask for America's
commitment to the Future -- a future to which-we now pledge our lives, our
fortunes, and our sacred honor.

cc: David Dix, 703-683-0434
Christine Gilfillan, 201-538-8175
Joe Rutledge, 703-683-0434



