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STATEMENT OF SEN. JAY ROCKEFELLER

WASHINGTON -- I regret that the issue of abortion may
overshadow an important effort of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee to make the VA health care system more responsive to
America‘’s 1.2 million women veterans.

I am proud of our committee’s approval of legimlation to
direct the VA to provide better health care services and carry
out research to meet the health care needs of women veterans.
The Womeng Veterans Health Care Act of 1993 ensures access for
women veterans to reproductive health services, including
maternity care. Among the servicas wae authorize are

mammographies and Pap smears.

Our legislation does not even mention abortion. The
committee did reject an amendment to prohibit veterans hospitals
from providing abortions, and leaves that medical decision to
women and their doctors.

The purpose of this legislation is to respond to the
neglected health care needs of women veterans, who have earned
the right through their military service to turn to the VA for
the highest quality health care.
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