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Commission for the Promotion and Protection of Children's Rights. It
complements Nicaragua's national program for children, supported by the
Interamerican Development Bank and other donors, and establishes a
public-private partnership at the community level.

Specifically, the project will provide, through Jow-cost community-based
methodologics, technical assistance and training to a pilot network of 50
community children's centers and 50 children's feeding centers which will
serve approximately 3,500 children and their families. These centers will
be equipped (0 offer not just nutritional meals, but also training in
strategies to enhance infant survival, health education for parents,
stimulating carly education programs, the ability to detect early
development problems in chiidren. The centers will also provide potable

water and basic sanitary facilities.

These centers will be a temporary "home away from home" for children
whilc their parents are working. They will serve as models throughout
the country, where community volunteers, along with the parents of the
children participating, will offer activities directed at stimulating
children's learning and preparing them for school, and where they will
feed themn properly, care for their health, and monitor their growth and
nutrition. This is a model worth recognizing and replicating: the
community resolving its own problems.

Through this project directed by Save the Children, and others like it, the
Government of the United States, through its Agency for International
Development, has demonstrated, and will continue to demonstrate as
resources allow, that attention to the real needs of children is one of its
greatest priorities -- and one which we share with the Nicaraguan
government. We are also contributing nuestro grano de arena 10 make
possible one of the dreams deurest to the President of Nicaragua: to
guarantee 1o Nicaraguan citizens a healthy and happy childhood, so that
these children grow up to be good men and women, educated and

productive.
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US, India: Hillary

WASHINGTON, July 1S:
Amcrica’s First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton last night
spake feehingly about the um-
versality of the message of Ma-
hatrma Gandhi, its relevance to
the modern world and the sharcd
valucs that hind India end the
United States.

Mns Clinton said the friend-

ship between India and the US
“go far decper than trade, eco-
nomics and geopolitics. Itis roo-
tcd in 3 common humanity, a
common vision of the kind of
world we want ours to be.”
* The occasion was the celebra-
tion of the 128th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi at the
Kennedy Centre for the Per-
formung Arts during which key
officials, ambassadors from
many countnies and commuuty
leaders werc present. Mrs Clin-
ton stressed the role Gandhit's
mcssage played in the United
Statcs thjough Martis Luther
King

“The President and his admin-
stration and 3ll Amencans gre
wery proud of the close ties ours
nauons enjov. The strength and
endurance of that relanonship s
founded onthe shared deals and
aspirations of our pluralisuc so-
aetcs.

“It also hes toows in Gandhi,
who ceprured Amencan hearts
through his dedication to oon-
vioience and democracy. in
turn, the Amencas press and
political leaders were very sup-
pornive of Gandhi's leadership
of the independence mrovement
in india,” she said.

Recalling bier visit to the Sa-
barman Ashram in March thes
vear, she said what struck her
w3 the simplicity of the lives
Mahatma Gandhi and Kasturba.
But next to the rcom displaying
hic simple  pasessions were

thousands of books by him and
about him. films on Gandhi and
his voluminous corrcspondence,
showing how he combined a uim-
plc lfe wath a rich ntcllectual
and spintual hfe.

SEWA'S WORK: She also re-
caticd her meetngs with the wo-
men who got sMall loans through
SEWA. run by a disaople of
Gandhi and which reflected the
Gandhian legacy. The women
heiped by SEWA told her how
the organisanion gave them seif.
respect and dignity through soli-
danity with Others,

Gandhi's message. she said. s
timeless and permancnt. It stres-
ses the oncncss of man It i a
message. “we necd desperately
to bndge histoncal, religious.
cultural, cthnic and racal di-
wides.” 1t is 4 message which has
enabled India to become a plura-
usuc democracy.

- PTI
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Sen. Jesse Helms brought his
Foreign Affairs Reform and Re-
structuring Act to the Senate floor
yesterday for consideration, with a
vote likely today.

Mr. Helms, North Carolina Re-
publican and chairman of the For-
eign Relations Comumittee, told the
Senate his legislation to reform the
State Deparument and the United
Natons is *“the most comprehen-
sive and far-reaching U.N. reform
package ever considered by Con-

ess”

“Mr. President, the day and ime
have arrived,” he said.

Under the bill, the State Depart-
ment would absorb the Arms Con-
trol and Disarmament Agency and
the US. Information Agency, as
well as many of the functions of the
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Helms shepherds to Senate floor
bill to overhaul UN,, State Dept.

ency for Internatonal Develop-_
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“But for now, the pending legis-

Jation wipes away AID’s often ar-
rogant independence from the De-
partment of State” he said, “at
long last” putting AID policy un-
der the secretary of state.

Mr. Helms praised Sen. Joseph
R. Biden Jr,, Delaware Democrat,
and Secretary of State Madeleine
K. Albright for their cooperation
on the bill.

“There has been a remarkable
degree of working together... and
a determination by almost every-
one involved that a piece of legis-
lation will be enacted by the Con-

gress and signed into law by the
president,’ Mr. Helms said.

The bill requires that the United
States contribute no more than 20
percent of UN. budget revenue,
down from 25 percent, by 2000. It
also requires the United Nations to
adopt a negative-growth budget
and eliminate 1,000 jobs.

In exchange for those and other
reforms, the bill provides for the
United States to pay $819 million
in delinquent dues over three
years.

The bill was passed by the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee
on Thursday with bipartisan sup-
port, 14-4. The full Senate is ex-
pected to vote on the bill today.

The House passed its version
of State Department reform on

Thursday but without the U.N.
component.
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