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United States Department of State

I

Washington, D.C. 20520-5824

TO:

FROM: Julia V. Taft, Assistant Seci

SUBJECT: The First Lady’s Involvement inTCPD+5

Cynthia Schneider, our ambassador to The Netherlands, told me recently that Mrs. 
Clinton has expressed an interest in the event. I understand that the UN Population Fund 
is planning to send an invitation to the First Lady shortly.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff
Office of the First Lady

The United Nations is leading a five-year review of the implementation of the 
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Program of Action. 
We would be honored to have the First Lady actively involved in the review on behalf of 
the United States.

The focal event of the UN five-year review will be an International Forum hosted 
by The Netherlands, to be held at The Hague February 8-12, 1999. We are currently 
working with interagency and NGO groups to prepare for the Forum. With her 
experience, knowledge and interest in so many of the areas relevant to the ICPD, we feel 
that the First Lady would be the ideal choice to lead the U.S. delegation to the Forum.

Please call me at (202) 647-7360 if I can provide you with any additional 
information on this matter. I hope you and the First Lady are as excited about this 
opportunity as I am. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

The ICPD held in Cairo in 1994 was the first time the international community 
recognized that achieving population and development goals required collaboration 
among the development, education, health, population and women’s status fields. 
Among the goals of the 20-year Program of Action were: achieving universal access to a 
full range of reproductive health care and family planning services; reducing infant, child 
and maternal mortality; and gaining universal access to education, particularly for girls.
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The Executive Director

19 August 1998

Dear Ms. Clinton,

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely.

United Nations
Population Fund

It is an honour and great pleasure for me to invite you, on behalf of the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA), to address The Hague Forum, which is to be held from 8-12 February 1999 in The Netherlands. The 
purpose of the Forum is to assess progress and constraints faced by countries in implementing the Programme 
of Action of the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). The Hague Forum will 
be a unique opportunity for the world community to refocus attention on the very important issues of reproductive 
health and rights, gender equality and the empowerment of women, and the inter-relationships between population 
and sustainable development. It will help to reinforce the forward-looking and innovative agreements reached 
at the ICPD, which was held in Cairo, Egypt, and help to ensure continued progress towards the full achievement 
of the goals set at the Conference. Your personal support and dedication to the vision adopted at Cairo has been 
invaluable and critical to its success. I am convinced that an address by you to the Forum would both inspire us 
all to rededicate ourselves to the Cairo agenda, in addition to adding urgency to our work in improving the lives 
of women and men the world over.

The Hague Forum is being organized by UNFPA, in collaboration with the Government of The 
Netherlands, as an input to the overall process of the five-year review of the ICPD, which will culminate at a 
Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly from 30 June to 2 July 1999. As such, the Forum will 
examine the experiences of governments and representatives of civil society in the country-level and operational 
implementation of the recommendations contained in the 20-year Programme of Action. Preparations for The 
Hague Forum include broad consultation and participation by representatives of governments; the United Nations 
system; and civil society, including non-governmental organizations. The outcome of the Forum is expected to 
provide a strong political impetus and practical input to the overall ICPD review by the General Assembly. At 
that meeting, leaders at the highest political level will recommit themselves to the goals and objectives of the 
Cairo Conference and endorse key future actions for the further implementation of the Programme of Action.

Ms. Hillary Rodham Clinton
First Lady
United States of America
O.e.o.b. 100, Washington, D.C. 20502

Nafis Sadik, M.D.
Under-Secretary-General

UNFB4

220 East 42nd Street

NEW YORK. N.Y. 10017

I do hope that you will be able to participate in The Hague Forum. Your eloquence with regard to the 
aspirations of women - their human rights and their empowerment — has given hope to all women and men 
working towards these goals. I look forward to receiving a positive response to this invitation, and to hearing from 
you when you will be able to address the meeting.
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Mra. Hillary Rodbam Clinton 
The White Houte 
1600 PcinnsylVIIIUII Avcmuo, NW 
W11hinpn D.C. 
U.S.A. 

Hilvi;nyrn, 7 Januacy 1999 

Dear Mn. Clinto.a, 
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At you are aware, the United Nattom Pvpulatioll P\uad ia 0(1uit1u,g Tlaa Ha,u.c Porum. ftum 8-12 
February 1999, where goVfflUMlltl ad iDtffllltiOHI orgwadom will .. HH pros:n,u on tbe 
imp1emotitadon of the Cairo Proa,a.mlDII of Acdao. By mu\Y, tb• lnlmaationa\ Conferanco on Population 
and Developn,eut bi C&iro (1994) ii ..u" 11 wtl!,r,hod ovmt llult brooabt maarbblo ,Def hf ffit<=bms 
corut,n1111 cm l■slklf �d polidu. Ca&o lnoqht coulclora'blo unity, in �c11lat on the: concept• or 
rcproduc«lve b.lallll and n1bu, 6rJ4.IOTtWIIUent otwomn and on policJ .. 1ddretldfta tho �t neod for 
Hrvice■ •nd infonnatlc,n ia 1Jae i:t.velapiag c;;o1&n.-ic1. 

Prior to Tbo Haau• Porum, 11D NOO POIND'I and• Youth Fon.un will t». h•\d, Qn, S•turday 6 and Sw\day 7 
Fcb1'!-.ry, Ab911t 800 pu,tclpaola &am all re1io111 Df the world uc cxpecll::d, and govc:mmcnt dele1atio111, 
parli11.mai:1tuiua and du: mad&. will alM bl invltad ID attond, 

Th• Nedi«lancb b-..od Wortd P11p� Powtd.dc,i, la OJ'IUll■lna Chit event, •nd ptovidc,a its SeQTet.aria•. 
We do 10 ln 1.1010 �9l1a--tion wUh u lntim,atiooal Adviitory Cltuup �poaod of lclldln& NOO 
ropreaon111tlvc1 Oom all RSiolaa, The aolo1ed brochure may provide -you with more in!onnati.on ,bout the 
mato obJogtlvee ud lll'IIIQlmwnta tor� Pora, 

On bohalf of the Woild Popu.ledoa PCNDdation 1111d the NOO AdvJaaJ')' Onn,p, it gives ua lfCtl plea1w-e to 
inv� )'OU ro attend the Pon. UJd to addRu !he JoJiu CJ011Qa �11ia11. pouibly follow.tog Dr. Miahlno1.1d 
PatMUab't a�11 011 1ho NOO Pol"IIID O\ll!.9DIN and a preaan�di:m from tho YOlalb foNm. The Closing 
S�do,i will IUD place DD S-.y 7 Pet,,vary at 4:00 p,rn,, I.a the Prim Willem Ale"uder Auditoriun'I of 
111.e Netbar11Dd1 � Coauo ta TM Ha11&e. 

We: very -b bopc lbat yov wm bci able to aoc:(lft o� invJtatlc,n1 an.di look forwud to beazin.1 n-om you, 

�l>Urll ShtOGRlY, 

MllIUIIDC Hulegravo 
Pora Orw&Duior 

Wollttrr A. Meijcr 
Convenor 

Bnoloturttl; • NOO Pcmllll 1111d YCN&h Fonun BrcKhw-e
-Pnl�Propllbh:

,.,. 1r11111ur: ..tarl111■1 11■,'1■1raw1 
t111u111ar1 11■111■, I. 11tr1Jo• 
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NGOForwn 

.Bv•line KerflteD.&, Mini11tr:r foJ 
I'>ovchiprncnt Cooi,orarloc, lbe 
Neth•r1ud1 

Nin, Sadik, Bx.eoutjve Ditec'9J, 
UNFPA 

Billlo Miller, Deputy Prim• Mwi,lw, 
Jhrbado1 
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lleprod\lQ\Jve bealth J.r, \ho con'1!'Xl of the he•lth .IIQd population ie�lon ind 
aoci.al de"alOJ""9.ftt - OftR $«;,, /,u/f(l 

Pop11latlon ud au,lah\eble dcvc:tc,pmDot - production e.nd con1'L11Dl'tion 
part.Im, - Bwo ChqrkJcwtcz. Poland 

Intornatioo-1 Mid Internal rnl,.rad(Jll - Gigi l'ra,,cisco. Phf/ippi"u 

CtffMI 1111 �blm& environm1nt - Tltaffdllla Mluz,1dlwcr•, Ma/awf 

Olo'b■I aoveo.ar.c, debt and South-North nit.riona - Btlval'dc, Vtc,la, Brazfl 

Co-cbl.irpcncma: Soni• Correo, DAWN&, yc,une perton from Pao(flc (to btt 
id•rtti/llUI) 

Lwu:h 

l



01/14/99 THU 11:01 PAX 

�□L1Er □NITHE HAGUE
- - .

·.

1400 

1600 

Sunday 7 Februuy 

05100 

ID:31703109348 13 JRN'99 11; 4� l'IU. UU..J 1 • ,.,,)�004

Sc,mlll ud raptoduc:tivc nihte: u•in� hwnan righl1 ta ob.alt the way fbrward 
- R11b11cco Cook, Co11ada 
SHual and n,praductive rights of youn1 people and abortion - P"tlr,1<1 
S/tfll&. Ncp11.l

Bduoal lt1uea in tho ICPO Proaramme of Aotlcn1 - j14q,t-G14ilf,:rrno 
Ftperoo•P•rs•, Mmrlr.u 

Cbairper,cnl: iff�ttr 8'11t1g"e"'"""• lnter,111tional Planned ParenrJ.ood 
Fadi,ratlon (IPPF) 
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l"11neJ .-.1011 - /CPD •1to1 In pra�cr, . . . l111pl•tr1t111tbe� p11lkln a,uf 
••,,,ku 

Quality of cue in,u1J io irnpl�mrntina tbci Cairo Stnt.mey -• Mqrp,�r 
Catla�Carl,011, Canada 

MAtenial �. mcn1ajhy lll'd rnorbidjty coneoma Including uniiafa 
aborttw - Pa1coal Mocumbt, Pri'lfte Mtr,tsu:r Mozamb1q,u 

Womon•, lwaith and vlolmco - Raq,ul '/Yzlt10, PMllppltr.u 

YolAni paoplo1' 11aed11 In 1i,xu11\ ■nd rcprod\U:t:ive hnlth - DttboraJi Morris, 
N�w Zetllo"d 

F,,�dllrlc T Sal, Gltars.a 

ranel taulon - 1-llrlltll'Ullpt 

EfYocti'Yt:DDM in b11,lldio3 broad-ba11:d 11.llwiccs ocro,s civil iocicty - Magdy 
Helmy. J!ppt 

P111Derabipa between II UN aJtQcy and wome�•• health advooate1 - Pgu/ 
Va" Loot, World Hr11Ttlt Orsa11i:rall(m 

Wondne With 1ovcmunant to Improve publ� 'Cl'VJco, - Khos, XCJbQ. South 
Afi,1co 

C'..o-chairperaona: Srzndrti Kabir, ,Popwlolio,r Co11cern ""d 
y,,.,,.. pr,-o" 10 � .. tde1'tt{fitJd 

Dr•ntna ■-Ion - tCl'D r:tho. 111 pHollce • • ,t,.plu,_,.,,,.6 pt1llcie1 c,,,t 
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Movln1 O-Om policy to impkmentarlon; the rote of advocacy - Klruma 
Ro60, K•,u,tt 

Maldnt Citro• nnantlal reality: tbc need 10 mobilize resourcea in 
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- E/t:M Tqf•, Mutco
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International Forum for the Operational Review and Appraisal 
of the Implementation of the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) 
Netherlands Congress Center 

Agenda for the Inaugural Ceremony 
Monday, February 8, 1999 (10:00 am -12:00 pm) 

Short Film by UNFPA (4-m1nutes) 

Election of the President 

Welcome by the Mayor of The Hague 

Statement by the Deputy Prime Minister of the Netherlands Borst 

Statement by the Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations Louise Frechette 

Welcome by UNFPA Director General Natis Sadik, and Introduction of the First Lady of 
the United States 

Keynote Speech by the First Lady of the United States Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Performance by Youth Group 
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