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cy aide. But publicly. the White 
House is trying to play down 
the significance of China's role 
as conference host. Since the 
U.N. is sponsoring the confe� 
ence, they say, Hillary's pres­
ence has nothing to do with bi­
lateral relations between China 
and the United States. She 
won't be meeting any Chinese 
leaders. and there won't be any 
embarrassing photo ops. Last 
week senior foreign-policy 
aides met with Hillary to lay out 
the pros and cons of attending, 
and the pros were pretty strong. 
At a U.N. population confer­
ence in Cairo last year. Vice 
President Al Gore managed to 
forge strong compromises on 
abortion language. As the head 
of the U.S. delegation. I lillary 
\\riU be more than an ornament. Will Beijing create Its own worst nightmare? Policewomen train for U.N. conference duty 

Making It Hard on Hillary 
China: Worries over her trip to a women's summit 

A 
HUCE HANOPAINTED BANNER HANGS 

across the highway outside Huairou, 
China: "Expect Everything Will Turn 

Out A1> You Wish." Don't count on it. 
More Lhan 25,000 delegates to the unofficial 
part of the Fourth World Conference on 
Women wiU start arriving in Huairou this 
week. and this muddy town 90 minutes out­
side Beijing is probably not what they ex­
pected at all. Even the shirtless workers 
erecting circus tents in the center of 
town don't think they'll be ready in time. 
Several buildings don't have electricity yet. 
The "residential sites" are little better than 
marine barracks, Y.rith five beds to a room, 
plus a rickety fan. "Motel 6 is better than 
this," said a Western diplomat on an inspec­
tion tour. 

China exiled the nongovernmental or­
ganizations (NGOs) to this obscure town 
precisely to avoid trouble. Instead, Beijing 
may end up creating its own worst night­
mare: a big group of angry feminists with 
some partkular gripes about China. Ironi­
cally, that's Hillary Clinton's big concern, 
too. As honorary chairman of the U.S. dele­
ption, she hopes to attend the official part 
ollhe United Nations conference beginning 
Sept. 4. But China's mishandling of the 

GOs-coupled with the fact that they're 
panning to put Chinese-American human­
rights activist Harry Wu on trial for espio­
nage-has put Mrs. Clinton in a delicate 
position. She received a letter last week 
from Wu's wife, begging her not to attend, 
and that has made the decision even more 

JEfUEY Mi\RKOWITl-Sl'CMI\ 

'Almost perfect pitch': The First Lady 

agonizing. "China couldn't have handled 
this more poorly," says Tim Wirth, under 
secretary of state for global affairs. "On is­
sue after issue, they seem to be thumbing 
their noses at the international commuru­
ty." China's ongoing war games off the 
coast of Taiwan have only heightened the 
tension. White House sources say Hillary 
will probably end up going, but if the Chi­
nese start harassing delegates while Hilla­
ry's in town, the result could be a major 
foreign-policy embarrassment. 

Privately. some administration officials 
are exasperated at how the Clintons have 
waffled over Hillary's plans. "They should 
have decided this weeks ago, and stuck 
with their decision," says one foreign-poli-

In fact, the Beijing women's 
conference is right up Hillary Clinton's al­
ley. Questions like women's poverty and 
the rights of girl children, both centerpieces 
of the two-week talkathon, are genuinely 
close to her heart. A big United Nations 
conference has the cachet of high-level in­
ternational politics. but it's still an accept­
able extension of the milk-and-causes role 
of a traditional presidential wife. For the 
women at the conference. Hillary Clinton is 
an out-and-out heroine. "Women of the 
world want to get a look at her," says Joan 
Dunlop of the International Women's 
Health Coalition. which is sending a large 
delegation to the conference. "She has al­
most perfect pitch on these issues. Women 
genuinely admire her." 

DenylllC visas: China couldn't have known 
what this conference would entail when it 
bid five years ago for the honor of being 
host. But last March, hard-line prime min­
ister Li Peng was heckled by unruly NGOs 
at a U.N. conference in Copenhagen. The 
Chinese government has denied visas to a 
handful of NGOs focusing on Taiwanese 
and Tibetan causes, and thousands more 
applicants have met with bureaucratic de­
lays. but it's probably already too late to 
avoid at least a smattering of demonstra­
tions. One Latin American group wants to 
stage a "mock vote" in favor of Chinese 
women's rights: an Australian NGO plans 
to lay flowers in Tiananmen Square to com­
memorate students killed in the 1989 de­
mocracy mo\'ement. "The question is not 
whether to demonstrate. but how," says a 
member of the Australian group. Western 
diplomats in Beijing say they're prepar­
ing-just in case-to negotiate the release 
of jailed delegates. Welcome to China, Mrs. 
Clinton. 
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First Lady’s Dragon Dilemma ?
hould she? Shouldn’t she? Will
she, won’t she?
That’s what the Fourth World

Conference on Women has come down
to, a question of Hillary Clinton’s
attendance. Fifty thousand women are
due in Beijing at some time between
Aug. 30 and Sept 15, but she’s the one 
who matters. ‘

The question can be argued up one side 
and down the other.

For those who say that the conference
is about women’s rights and just happens •
to be in China, and is, in any case
sponsored by the United Nations, Hillary
Clinton’s participation is mandatory. If
she is a no-show, she will let women
down. She will miss an opportunity to 
show solidarity with her sisters around

makes some other conciliatory gesture 
before she makes her final decision. She • 
loves speaking to and for women. Her 
April tour of Asian countries was a 
triumph. She was a sensation with women -~ 
of Third World countries, and a return to 
global splendors might compensate for a 
post-election slump.

Life has not been much fun for the ’ 
bright, ambitious woman who dreamed of ,,
being co-president She writes a column 
that has not caught on. She saw her 
friends and aides hauled up before a - 
Senate committee, watched them squirm 
and contradict each other. She has had 
her credibility questioned at an inquiry 
J i.  1  • « « «• * ■ *

and a little adulation might lift her spirits.

discuss the politics of Hillary and the 
dragon. The State Department officially

Women’s Conference at the Freedom 
Forum, Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky, 
who lost her congressional seat in 
November and now serves in the State 
Department as deputy rhair of the ’ 
conference delegation, told some 20 

-women from the media and various 
nongovernmental organizations that “for -r; 
us to go there and judge—it is essentially 5A 
wrong.” Most of the women seemed to 
agree with the idea that a “tidal wave” of ■» 
women bursting over the Chinese capital - 
would be bound to have an effect on the 
hidebound overlords. But Mary Meehan, a 
freelance writer and Contributor to the ' 
conservative Catholic weekly, “Our *"•
Sunday Visitor" begged to differ. "This is 
one of the most brutal human rights 
violators in the whole world... and to go 
there and pretend it’s not happening... {
to conader it a matter of etiquette not to : ’ 
mention this....’ y

Meehan said she thought Hillary 
Clinton should not go unless she is willing- I 
to speak out on behalf of China’s 
repressed women—“she should not lend 
herself to a pretense."

But can Hillary Clinton go over there 
and tell off the Chinese, eyeball to eyeball?

Look at them crosswjse and they go 
ballistic. And howVculd the women of 
China fare? Would they be arrested for 
applauding or maybe speaking in praise of ’>7 
a Hillary-gram to their oppressors?

And would Hillary Clinton get in more •'' ’ 
hot water at home? If she spoke like that - 
she would be the Voice of America. She 
would be accused of her old transgression 
from health care reform days—taking too 
much on herself.

r

into her financial dealings. A trip abroad

the world, to delineate the issues in a way - *^ie a^m^nis^ration does not like to 
that only a wife and mother can. The discuss the politics of Hillary and the
Conference on Women is in Beijing o.. *
because China was theonly country to bid has n0 opi™011- At a conference on the 
for the logistically challenging event

No-go has passionate adherents as well.
The United States has a high-powered
delegation of three women Cabinet
members—U.N. Ambassador Madeleine
K. Albright, Health and Human Services
Secretary Donna E. Shalala and
Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Carol M. Browner. They
will go no matter what If the first lady,
who is honorary chairman of the
delegation is a no-show, she is sending a
message that would be stronger than any 
speech she could deliver.

Her absence would say that the United'
States finds Chinese behavior
unacceptable. It is not just the arrest and
detention of Hany Wu, the U.S. alumnus
of China’s abominable jails. It is the way 
the government treats women. Coerced
abortions, coerced birth control, keep
women in a state of humiliation and
subjugation: Recently, through a BBC
documentary, we have learned of a policy
toward worthless girl children. In
government orphanages, the babies are
starved to death.

If Hillary Clinton were to decline the
hospitality of such a country, who could
criticize her? For once, the United States
would be putting human rights first.
Despite our stated policy, we never seem
to find just the moment to proclaim its
paramountcy in our foreign policy.
Sometimes it is trade—conspicuously in
the case of China—or joint maneuvers or
proliferation that gets in the way. But the 
absence of the president’s wife could not
be misinterpreted: It would tell the
Chinese to drop dead.

The first lady is dying to go. Her staff is 
praying that Beijing releases Harry Wu or
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Hard Choice.for White House 
On Hiliary Clinton and China 

. ByTODOS.PURDUM A\ 
JACKSON, Wyo., Aug. 16 - Of all 

the powerful people Ill the White 
House, there is probably no one -
not even the President - to whom 
aides less like to say no. So Hillary 
Rodham Clinton's strong wish to 
lead the American delegation to the 
United Nations Conference on Wom­
en in Beijing next month has 
prompted much hand-wringing 
among senior diplomatic officials 
who are not sure she should go. 

The geopolitics are plain enot.!gh: 
should the most prominent woman In 
the United States lend her presence 
to a conference on women's rights 
that happens to be held In a country 
with an abysmal record on human 
rights - especially when Oiina is 
holding the American human rights 
advocate Harry Wu on espionage 
charges and Chinese-American rela­
tions are rubbed raw. 

The domestic politics are clear, 
too: Congressional Republicans are 
chomping to seize the issue as an 
example of the mishandling of for­
eign policy by Mr. Clinton, and to 

. accuse him or coddling dictators as 
he once ace-·" -eorge Bush or 
being too so . , . .na. ·Hoilse. and 
Senate leaders t e called for an 
American boycot., ' the conference. 

The office politics are murkier: 
knowing Mrs. Clinton's desire to lead 
the charge on an Issue that has long 
concerned her, Administration offi­
cials, lllcludlng the President In .�is 
news conference last week, have stu­
diously avoided saying no, and some 
are ambivalent about the risks and 
benefits involved. 

For her part, Mrs. Clinton argues 
- a_s she did in a speech to a wom­
en's group in Denver last month that
her aides took pains to fax to a
reporter today - that the confer­
ence is "an Important opportunity to
focus attention on women." She said
that the American delegation should
"play a very big leadership role in
shaping the agenda" and that "the
United States should do all that it
can to make sure that barriers to
women's participation are broken

Continued on Page A9. Column 1

Continued From Page Al 

down, and that training and credit 
and political involvement and health 
care and education are available to 
all women." 

As the Clintons began the first full 
day of a 17-day vacation in the 
Tetons this morning, the official 
word from the White House was that 
there was no official word. Unoffi• 
cially, senior Administration aides in 
Washington gave slightly conflicting 
status reports. 

Some in the West Wing and the 
State Department said the current 
plan was to wait a few more days to 
see if Mr. Wu might be released, 
before making a decision by next 
Monday, which they described as the 
last realistic point at which the logis­
tical arrangements for such a trip 
could be made. 

Aides to the First Lady insisted 
there was no "drop dead date," but 
they acknowledged pressure to 
make a decision soon. since Mrs. 
Clinton would leave for Beijing from 
V-J Day commemorations in Hawaii
over the Labor Day weekend, and 
perhaps visit Mongolia, cambodia 
and Thailand as well. · · . 

On Monday, Secretary of State 
Warren M. Christopher.and the dep­
uty national security adviser, Samu­
el R. Berger, met separately with 
Mrs. Clinton to go over the pros and 

· cons. Aides to both the First Lady
and the President said today that
Mrs. Clinton would rely on their
judgment in making her final deci­
. slon.

. Moreover, at least some officials
.outside the First Lady's staff have
. 

. 
. 

A proposed visit to 
Beijing causes much 

hand-wringing 

argued that Mrs. Clinton's visit 
could be good for Cllinese-American 
relations in the long run. y,'inston 
Lord, the A-ssistant Secretary. of 
State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs and former Ambassador to 
Beijing, switched his vacation plans 
to be available to escort the Fim 
Lady. 

"We believe this ls an lmpoctant 
conference," a State Department 
spokesman, David Johnson, said at a 
news briefing in. Washington today. 
"It's a conference that's not about 
China, It's about women. We believe 
the reasons for going are compel• 
ling." 

But the matter remains compli­
cated, balancing the enormous atten­
tion Mrs. Clint.on&..would win among 
the 50,000 delegates and reporters at 
the conference with practicalities as 
particular as the fate of one man . 

• , • Over the weekend, Mr. Wu's wife,
Ching Lee, wrote the First Lady, 
imploring her not to go the confer­
ence. Mrs. Clinton has not yet re­
plied, but officials said there was 
general agreement that it would be 
extremely problematic for Mrs. 
C)inton to attend if Mr. Wu remained,_
In custody.

At the same time, these aides said 
the Administration was determin� 
not to link Mrs. Clinton's oecision too 
closely to Mr. Wu's fate, or to the 
status of Chinese-American rela­
tions in general, but to the mission of 
the conference. 

which incJuaes the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, DoMa I: . .. -:••. 
E. Shalala, and former Gov. lbomas
Kean of New Jersey. Mrs. Clinton
would be the honorary chairwoman.

Both Speaker Newt Gingrich and 
the Senate majority leader, Bob 
Dole, have opposed American par­
ticipation in the conference, and 
House Republicans sought in vain to 
block funds for the delegation's trav-
el. 

I 

Officials said today that if she 
went, Mrs. Cllilton would most likely 
stay in Beijing one day, address the 
conference, spend the night and then 
move on, holding no meetings with 
Otlnese Goverpment officials or dis­
sidents to emphasize that she w� 
attending an international confer· 
ence, not honoring the Chinese. 

But among the Administration's 
concerns is that however brief her 
stay, Mrs. Clinton could easily be­
come embroiled in disputes or dem-
onstrations by the various delega­
tions at the conference, and that her 
visit would almost certainly be inter­
preted by the Chinese as a sign o 
American nonchalance about its 
man rights record. 

In the e,id, officials said, the First 
Lady will simply have to weigh �II 
the factors. 

"It really is a call that there is 
almost no other way to make than on 
the merits," a senior official said. 

"It's a very delicate issue, and it is 
complicated by a number of fac­
tors," a senior Administration offi- .

1 

cial said. 
Washington will be well represent­

ed at the once-a-decade conferente· · 
in any event The United States rep-
resentative to the United Nations, 
Madeleine K. Albright, is the official 
head of the American delegation. 



Hillary Clinton to Defer Decision
On China Trip Until ‘Last Minute’

•J-

The, first lady is eager to attend

president’s national security, team, yt

■ .

China’s human rights record who
are also women’s rights advocates.

abuses in China. ry Clinton’s prominence to attend. setting a China visit, aides say.

The Washington Post
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man rights activist, officials said yes* 
terdayi’

the conference because of her life­
long involvement in women’s issues .! 
and the opinion of feminist leaders 
and others that her attendance 
would put a much brighter media 
spotlight on problems of health, edu­
cation and human rights encoun- ! 
tered by women.

But-a spokesman said she has 
agreed to follow the guidance of the

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
has a “passionate desire” to attend 
an international women’s conference 
in China in three weeks, but has put 
off a decision “until the last minute" 
on whether to go because of Bei­
jing’s detention of a prominent hu-

Robert Manning, a former State 
\ Department official who specialized 

in China, said that “a strong case 
could be made” that China would 
construe a visit by the first lady as a 
“sign of U.S. indifference” to human 
rights and as a sign of overall U.S. 
weakness. He said neither was a 
message that the United States 
should be sending now.

That could occur, he said, despite

ni •
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HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

By Ann Devroy
> Washington Pott Staff Writer ■Mi

U

the counterargument that the U.N. 
conference has nothing to do with 
China and that “the dynamics of 
U.S.-China relations" should not en­
ter into participation in a conference 
that just happens to be held in China. 

One domestic adviser to the 
White House also suggested that 
with the first lady trying to play

... wants to go to women's conference down her policy role, and the admin-
• ictr-ati/NFl qc O fifnnko-istration as a whole trying to empha­

size its centrist—not liberal—bona 
fides, such an ’•vnciation by Hillary 
Clinton wit1
nists might
five.

The conference and a simulta­
neous forum on similar issues for 
nongovernment organizations are 
expected to draw more than 40,000 
attendees. They are to feature some 
of the most prominent Democratic 
activists for womens’ rights includ­
ing Bella Abzug, a former congress- 

' womai: who is heading a coalition of 
nongovernment groups, and Geral- 

‘ dine A. Ferraro, a former Democrat-

k ’W'
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which‘has strong misgivings about" 
the trip absent progress in the case 
of Chinese American activist Hayry 
Wu. . -

Secretary of State Warren Chris­
topher and deputy national security 
adviser Samuel R. “Sandy” Berger 
both piet with Hillary Clinton late 
Monday to outline “the major diplo­
matic minuses and possible pluses” 
jf a trip to China, a senior official 
said.

The result, the official said, was, 
We decided to lay low until next 
week to see if they [the Chinese] 
make any moves on Harry Wu or in 
the human rights area.”

Prominent in pressing the Chi­
nese on human rights issues, Wu 
was arrested when he entered China 
on June 19 and has been held since 
despite repeated U.S. efforts, public 
and private, to get him released. Un-, ' 
dersecretary of State Peter Tarnoff 
will renew that push, and‘discuss 
other issues, during a visit to China 
for talks Aug. 24 to 27, the State 
Department announced.

The Fourth World Conference on

■

■■k

the conference and all the issues in­
volved that are of great concern to 
her, and you have the situatjornwith 
Mr. Wu. Ultimately, the dedsion will 
be made by the NSC and State De­
partment, but no decision has been 
made yet,” Lattimore said. 

Besides the Wu case, some advis­
ers and outside specialists argue that 
China, with its policy of using man­
datory sterilization and abortion and 
its history of human rights viola­
tions, make it the wrong place to 
hold a conference on women’s rights 
attended by the United States. They 
also note that the current low period

would; send of lack.of concern over .. in U.S.-Chinese relations is the .___ oo.„
Wu and of overall human rights wrong time for an American of Hilla- Such visits are seen as a way of off-

Natkujs, opens in Beijing and its sub­
urbs on Labor Day. Last week a 
team of aides to the first lady made 
an advance trip to China and to three 
nearby'countries, where side visits 
are possible, to make what are al­
ways complex arrangements when a 
first lidy travels overseas.

Republican leaders in the Senate 
and Hotise, and some administration 
officials, had strenuously argued in 
favor of a U.S. boycott of the confer- 

— ence or, at the very least, withhold­
ing attendance by the first lady. 
They dted the detention of Wu and 
the signal that U.S. participation

1i
"W 
aif

such as Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), 
have argued that advancing the full 
agenda of women’s rights around the 
world and involving the United 
States in promoting those advances 
are too important to cancel partici­
pation because of the location of the 
conference.

If the first lady goes, she is also 
considering traveling to Cambodia, 
Thailand and Mongolia as a way of 
focusing attention on countries that 
are making progress in women’s, 
children and family issues and are 
“struggling” toward- democracy. '

ho

linent U.S. femi- 
olitically produc-

WARRE^CHRISTOPHEH

... wants China to free activist

A senior administration official 
' said that Hillary Clinton had “made 
' clear her desire" to attend the con­

ference, but a spokesman for the 
first lady, Neel Lattimore, said she 
would accept the advice of the State 
Department and National Security

Women, sponsored by the United

ic vice presidential nominee, as 
members of the U.S. delegation. 
The delegation is being headed by 
U.S. Ambassador, to the United Na­
tions Madeleine K. Albright.

House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.) and Senate Majority Leader 
Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.) have op­
posed U.S. participation in the con­
ference. A group of Republican 
House members tried unsuccessfully 
to deny U.S. funding for the travel 
and other costs of U.S. delegates go­
ing to China.

Some strong Democratic critics of

EV
Chi
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rorganizers try to head off 
threat to agenda
Knight-Ridder Newspapers

As to the issue of whether Americans were used as Unit 
731 guinea pigs, Sam Grizzle, deputy information director 
at the Pentagon, said Friday: ’’Nobody has ever come up 
with solid evidence. But that doesn't mean we’re not 
interested in seeing it.”

Grizzle conceded that much of the material that could 
provide proof that Americans were experimented on by 
Ishii’s unit is now in Japanese archives. "And Japan 
doesn't have a Freedom of Information Act like we do," he 

said.
But the Mukden survivors have found a new ally Jesse 

Brown, the secretary of veterans affairs, who recently 
fired off a letter to Defense Secretary William Perry, 
asking him finally to seek the truth about Mukden.

If the former prisoners' charges are true, Brown said, 
"We must not only express our indignation ... but take 
immediate and thorough steps to properly reach out to the 

survivors;"
"I hope you would agree with me that it would be 

equally outrageous for the government to modify or temper 
its actions to spare former officials and current 
interests the shame associated with the perpetration of 
these acts and efforts that may have been taken to conceal 

them."

Many observers say that's just what happened at last 
September's U.N. International Conference on Population 

and Development in Cairo.
The Cairo conference is praised for its inclusion of 

women in developing policies about population control, 
economic and environmental development. But religious 
conflicts over birth control and other women's issues were 

at center stage.
By all accounts, the Vatican led the charge. Catholic 

representatives objected to language in the official Cairo 
conference document that used phrases like fertility 
regulation and reproductive rights, arguing that those 
words foreshadowed a move toward abortion on demand.

And though recent conciliatory missives from the pope, 
denouncing violence against and reaffirming the dignity of 
women, calmed the waters somewhat, delegates believe 
Rome's influence will be felt again in Beijing.

"We can expect that the Vatican will use Beijing as a 
platform against abortion," said Christine Gudorf, 
professor of religious studies at Florida International 
University in Miami. There will be continued objections to 
condom use and artificial versus natural contraception, 
Gudorf said, even though Catholic teaching urges couples 
to make wise choices about family size based on resources. 

"There's a strong internal tension between a 
relatively recent desire to recognize the dignity of women 
but a need to portray them as instrumental roles in 
traditional families without recognizing their 
challenges," Gudorf said.

But viewing the Vatican's position through the lens of 
contraception or abortion rights is wrong, an American 
Catholic spokesperson said Monday.

"The Catholic Church's position about women's issues 
resonates so deeply with so many women around the world 
that it's hard to make it sound so narrow," said Helen 
Alvare, planning director for the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in Washington.

The Catholic Church is the No. 1 provider of education 
and health care in the world, Alvare said, and understands 
that you can't just offer a woman contraception and 
magically transform her life. "That's offering her a 
false freedom and a lie, instead of support and 
encouragement."

If religious conservatives are expected to fight for 
what they believe in at Beijing, so are leading liberals 
who also were heard clearly at Cairo.

(EDITORS: NEXT 2 GRAFS OPTIONAL)
Pakistan's prime minister Benazir Bhutto was sharply 

criticized in her home country for her participation, but 
she was very vocal about the need for family planning and 
reproductive freedom.

Norway's prime minister Gro Harlem Brundtland drew 
rousing applause from delegates when she said "morality 
becomes hypocrisy if it means accepting mothers ... dying 
in connection with unwanted pregnancies and illegal 
abortions, and unwanted children living in misery." 

(END OPTIONAL TRIM)
In Cairo, 180 nations agreed that population control 

was an urgent issue that cuts across all political and 
national boundaries.

But while they agreed that women must help solve the 
problem, some Islamic countries split over how they should 

participate.
"The emancipated woman is seen as a negative force in 

many Muslim countries," said Riffat Hassan, chair of the 
religious studies department at the University of 
Louisville. "Many of the notions espoused in Cairo were 
seen as westernized, and said to lead to promiscuity, the 
breakup of the family, drugs and violence."

Even the basic issue of who owns a woman's body was 
debated among some Muslim delegates, Hassan said. Muslim 
women must struggle with these basic issues before

S/J S’/? S

Women’s confetti
conservative religio
By Rachel L. Jones

WASHINGTON Across America and around the world, 
conservative religious criticism of the United Nations Fourth 
World Conference on Women, scheduled to start in Beijing 
later this month, grows steadily by the day.

Groups like Concerned Women for America, the Catholic 
Campaign for America and the Christian Coalition have flatly 
condemned the conference as being "dominated by radical 

feminists."
"In the name of equality, development and peace, this 

Beijing conference will be a taxpayer-funded promotion of 
abortion, lesbianism and other left-wing crusades, such as 
disarmament, radical environmentalism and socialism that 
have nothing to do with helping women," Beverly La Haye, 
president of Concerned Women for America, stated in a 

recent press release.
And internationally, the Vatican and conservative 

Islamic leaders are threatening to challenge the 
conference agenda in a stormy replay of last September s 
U.N. development conference in Cairo.

But that doesn't mean the nearly 50,000 activist and 
government delegates to the Beijing meeting should throw 
in the towel, a group of religious scholars said here 

Monday.
"The conference will attempt to develop an interfaith 

perspective of population growth and women's human 
rights," said David Devlin-Foltz, deputy director of the 
Pew Global Stewardship Initiative, a Washington policy 
group that urges religious involvement in population and 

environment issues.
In an effort to answer religious critics of the 

conference, the group organized a telephone press 
conference Monday with five religious scholars who plan to 

travel to Beijing.
"We see the risk of the conference agenda coming under 

fire at Beijing as certain groups try to distort the 
platform," Devlin-Foltz said. "This could dangerously 
threaten the potential of progress for women and families 

around the world."
Because interpretations of women's rights often vary 

with cultural and religious norms, the Beijing melting pot 

could well boil over.
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UNITED NATIONS, Aug. 17 DISPARITIES Norway, have women reached the 

The last two decades have seen ad- ., level of 40 percent or more In gov-
vances In the education and health of Women's Work, Women's Worth ernment ministries, In large part 
women around the world, yet hun- because of strong aUlrmatlve action 1
dreds of millions of women In both Though women make up hall the world's population. a study policies, the study concludes. ·

rich and poor nations are still slgnifi- released yesterday by the Un1ited Nations Human Development The United States, which Is given 
cantly undervalued economically, Program found that women sl'ill have far to go before achieving parity the world's second-highest overall , 
denied access to political power and with men in 13 industrial countries studied. human development ranking ln this 
kept down by crippling lnequalltles .. report, after Canada, falls to firth 
under the law, according to a report Women's share ol wotic Percentage ol women'• Perce,tage ol men'• place when Income and health dis• 
released today. with economic value wor1< that Is lfflt'•kl wotic that Is unpaid parities between men and women 

"We hear and we say that life Is are taken Into account Sweden, Fin• 
unfair, but what this report shows Is'•.· 

t
land, Norway and Denmark all move 

that life Is dramatically unfair to / ••
,
E

. 

tb·"lhe top. U women'!I access to 
women," said James Gustave Speth, 

f polltlcal and economic power Is fac-
admlnlstrator of the Unlted

hl 
N
h

atlons \. tored In, the United States falls to 
Development Program, w c com- , !eighth place.
missioned the study. � 

Seventy percent of the world's l'wo areas of the report's findings
poor are women, and women and � U,,,tedNlltlons01welopmeo1Aog,am.Jw,fld NetlonsPopu1a11on0Mslon are expected to draw special atten-
children make up 80 percent of Its � ' lion In Beijing: the economic under-
refugees and a disproportionate ,,,. tte.r YO<\ TIIMS . valuation or women's work and the
number of the casualties In dot.ens of • legal barriers women face. 
small-scale wars. On the economic value of women's 

"Violence stalks women's lives, In 111ong wnn their, need for econo1mlc on a range ot soclal and economic· work, Mr. Speth said that the report
peace and In war," the report says. security, are among the Issues she factors, also chooses a different looked at 31 countries 8t various 

Violence rn personal relatlonshlps will emphasize at the conference,. theme for special attention. This stages or development and conclud-
1s a universal fact, according to the Whlle there has been a lot of dl.s:pa- year It focuses on the status or wom- ed that "If you take Into account 00th 
report. Women's groups from every rate, anecdotal evidence avallalble, en, and It was limed for release the uncompensated work women do 
region of the world are demanding the new study attempts to pull to- before the · conference on women, and the wage discrimination agaln5t 
that some concrete action on this gether "In a rigorously analyUcal which Is held once In a decade. women, you come up with a figure of 
Issue be taken In Beijing next month way" as much quantitative lnforrna- "The key finding Is that gender $II trllllon." 
at the Fourth World Conference on lion as possible to make lnternatlon- gaps In human capablfltles - educa• 
Women, said Barbara Arnwine, ex- al comparisons, Mr. Speth said In an lion, health - "have been halved In 
ecutlve director of the Lawyers' Interview. the last two decades," Mr. Speth 
Committee for Civil Rights Under "It Is very apparent to everyom� In said. "There have been huge In-
t.aw, based In Washington, D.C. our country omces around the wo,rld creases In the capacity of women, 

Workshops about violence at re- - 135 of them - that the advance- Including In the Arab states. But
glonal sessions preparing for the ment of women, the Involvement of when you go on beyond the prepara­
Chlna conference have been packed women In decision-making, Is a cr·ltl- tory phase of llfe, women over­
to overflowing, said Ms. Arnwine, cal developmental factor," said Mr. whelmlngly stlll lack access to eco­
who wlll lead a delegation predoml- Speth, a founder and former presl• nomlc and polltlcal opportunities. 
nanlly composed or African Amerl• dent of the World Resources Jn:stl· They are effectively shut out of the 
can women to the conference. tute who Is now the highest-rank Ing higher reaches of economic and, po-

Madeleine K. Albright, the chief American In the United Nations lltlcal leadership and decislon-mak-
Amerlcan representative at the system. Ing." 
United Nations and the leader of the The study Is the sixth ann1ual The report says that worldwide, 
United States' delegation to Beijing, Human Development Report to be women have only 14 percent of top 
said In an Interview that protection prepared hy Independent experts for managerial Jobs, hold 10 percent of 
against domestic violence and the the development agency. Each year national legislative seats and six 
human rights of women In general, the report, which ranks 174 nations percent of cabinet-level positions. 

In studying the way the laws of 
various countries treat women, the 
report's findings were somber. 

Among the examples of legal dis­
crimination mentioned t were laws 
that prohibit women from traveling 
abroad without male permission. In i 
Botswana, Chile, Lesotho, Namibia 
and Swaziland, women are under the 
legal guardianship of husbands and 
have no property r!ghts. 

"The starkest reflection of the low 
statu� accorded to women In socie­
ties everywhere Is the discrimina­
tion against them In law," the report 
said. "Unless such legal barriers are 
removed, no progress can be made 

. toward equal rights." 



A28 FRIDAY, AUCUST lo, 1995 Tm; WASHINGTOI' P� 

Women Face 'Global Glass Ceiling,' U.N. Says 
Annual Study Reports an Absence of Eq_ual Opportunities Around the JrfJrld 

By A. D. Home 
• .....,._,. , ..... Sfrolcf 

Despite decades o( prOgtess In health aJ1d 
education around the world, women &till face 
a .. global glass oeiling: 11 new U.N. report irJ. 
dicates. •:; 

The sixth a1111ual Human Development Re;; 
port, published ,estertfa)' by the U.N. Devet. 
opment Program as an �analytical backdrop" 
fOf" next month"s U.N. Women"s Conference in 
Beijing, �lb for "• new world order that 
would embra� full equality o( Of)f)Orttlnlty be­
tween men and women as a basic COIICept." 

The repOrt, compiled by a teJm of econo­
mists led by former Pakistani finance minister 
Mahbub uJ Haq, marshals pages of statJstical 
data to show that 'ljn no society do women en­
joy the same �ties aa men." 

The United StateB, which the� ranks 
teeond only to Canada in overall hwnan de.el­
opment-an index combining health, educa­
tion and real �g power per person-is 
rated fifth, behind Sweden, Finland, Norway 
and Denmark. on a new sc.aJe that refJecta 
-gender disparities" in 130 CXlW'ltries. And the
U.S. ranking slips to eighth-behind the four 
NOf"dic eow1tries, Canada, New Zealand and 
the Netherlands-on. a third index that � 
sesseg countries' •empowerment" ol women in 
sovemment and business. 

"fhere has been tremendous progress in 
education and health for women ai'ound the 
world in recent decades," said James Gus­
tave Speth, the U.N. de\relopmfflt jgency', 
administrator, in a telephone interview. "But 
then they hit this glass ceiling." 

According to the report: 
• Among the developing world's 900 million
illiterate people, women outnumber men 2 to 
1. Girls constitute 60 percent o( the 130 mil­
lion children without access to primary 
school. 

• 0( 1.3 biruon people ht pomty; 10 percent
are women . 
• The avenge female wage h thtee,,(ourth,
of the ma.le wage In the nona,r1cu)tural sec­
tor in 55 countries with compcll'lble data. 
• In developing countrle!I, lest than a sev•
enlh of the admlnlstraton and mana,ers are 
WOfllet'I. .: ·. 

• Arotmd the world, '9'0ffl8' oocar,, to per•
cent of the �tlA.rnenwy 6eatt and 6 per• ·
cent of the cabinet posltJoM. .' · . . _ 

The report I ncludea what Soetb. called 
"tt,e lint � estimate"' ol wMldwide 

. economic discrlmlMtlon against w6men­
"not only unpaJd work,· but aJso llnderpaiq, 
When JOU add It up ft comet. wry crudely, 
to $11 trillion, abouJ half ft g1obaJ economic 
output.• · · 

-To help clo9e � _pPS, the teport ads
fur • campaip lo ntify and can, Ottt the 
1979 U.N. �tlon ori the Bliminltion o( 
All Forms of �tion AgalnAt W� 
Although 139 coontrle9 tiave ntified tld9 
charter, 41 U.N. �mbert ha.e not ligned 
it; six signatories, includlng the United 
States, have not ntified it; and 43 othtt, 
have attached �tlona or condilJoos to 
their ra�tion. 

The report •190 pr� fannffff I non-
. governmental l110i.itoring group to "focus on 
�Y Instances of unequal Jawg, unequal wage 
rates for equal work and social or legal indif. 
ftrence to violence a�t "orned.,. 

One of the �port s Md9t llrgdrlt ·tec::c'II 
mendatioM i$ for an 6plicit �l lo 
bring cases of "mass rape and torture of 
women" before an intematJonal tribunal: "It 
� intolerable that tM ®.f of r1ldl �� 
against women as a w�pon of war ••• is not 
considered a war crime.• 

On the positive side, the res,ort notes that 
"female life expectancy has ina'eaatd 20 per• 
cent faster than male life expectanC)' OYtt 

the past bto decades" and that .. in adult liter• 
aey and school enro�t. the gap9 between 
women.and men were hal\led bet'lieen 1970 
and 1990 in de\-eloping countries." It lists 

, examples of �eps to give "'more dlOices to 
women and met1 In the wotfcplact": 
• :'In Finland starting in 1m. parents coukl
dk>08e between two aJtemati\ies: .after• 12-
rnonlh maternity leave, either parent can 
stay at home witil the child ii 3 years old, 
with monetary compensation and job guaran­
tees. Or the community must arrange foe 
dwd CAM" for workin1 parents. 

-Since 1976, Finland has allowed parents
· � children Wlder age 4"-and Sweden par­
ent& ci c.hiJdren under age 10-the right to 
shorten their workday by two hours." 
■ -Germany and Japatt have � 'Dex• 
�• � to tnable their worktts to
combine their family needs tlith production 
schedulel." 
.. "Sweden hM 9f!parate watlon for part• 
time 2nd fuD-time work to increa� afttt•taX' 
wttlnp (Or ,-rt•titne wotlc." 
■ "1rt Zam�. an loowne tax lftlendment was
lntrtxf� ln 1987 allo1ring 1t'Offiet\ to Claim 
child � and �tion.9 on their in• 
aurance tonttibutioM--and rtmOYing � 
tax disaintlMtion ag-aimt women." 

Speth, a former president of the private 
World Resources Institute, said his U.N. 
gency from now on "will evaluate evecy ac• 

., in terttls o( its impact dn the adv:1nc:e: 
1t of women" · · r. 1 • 

rt, f0r the u:meJ Nation�' � � ·the 
subject, Speth �. "'I think 'lie have a 
way to gO," The agMC)' he has htltded since 

'1993, he laid,� adopted "�ally_affir• 
mative Ktion polities which we want to me 
to move forward to establish gender equali­
ty •••. I know UNICEF [now led by former 
Peace Corps �or Carol Bellamy) has a 
9imiJar policy .• 

i 



■J.

tackling areas like education, economics and health. 
(EDITORS: STORY CAN END HERE)
One scholar characterized religious opposition to the 

conference as rooted in the misinterpretation of one term: 
women's empowerment.

"Some American Christians may be afraid of the word 
empowerment and are associating it with radical 
elements," said Susan Power Bratton, professor of science 
technology and culture at Whitworth College in Spokane. 
"But by meeting the basic needs of women worldwide, we 
are empowering them to take charge of their own lives."
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Albright Defends US Role at China Conclave
WASHINGTON tions in China and other countries. 

EPUBLICAN lawmakers are as enthusiastic -We’re not going there to 
L? about sending an American delegation to the speech, says the UN envoy “Nottung wdl stop the 
JrV upcoming United Nations women’s confer- delegates from speaking oid, onlhuman. 
ence m China L they are about hurricane Mx. Altrip 'L Sunrf the
One reason: China’s abysmal hv-an rights record, ences dating back to 1975 has heighteneo tn

At a different level, providing a forum for women 
« • • V — —A. — f

p^h br^kmF down the isoliion felt by millions of 
women. Albright compares the conferences to the 

,ui historic first visit of Pope John Paul n to Poland m 
of 1979, which drew huge crowds, catalyzing latent 

discontents with decades of communist rule. 
“There has been a sense of isolation before," she 

said. -There is a certain bonding aspect to^this?'
pulpit for delegates to criticize human rights viola- - George  

tions in China and other countries.

speech," says the UN envoy. “Nothing wffl stop the

hurricane FUlx.

’Rnt ala Monitor breakfast ~ .ytheheadof salience of women’s issues.
the UniXd States delegation t, ... Mh UN Con- At a different level,
ference on Women, UN Ambassz Madeline Al- to discuss common concerns has had the effect of

bright, said boycotting the confer nee to i
China could prove counterproductive.

“It’s ironic to think that a conference about 
human rights would be boycotted because C
human rights," Ambassador Albright said.

Fhr from legitimizing China’s human rights prac­
tices, she says, the conference could become a bully

’Albright compares the conferences to the
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Carter still travels with former 
President Jimmy Carter on his trou-
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By BARBARA CROSSETTE

UNITED NATIONS, March 14 - 
Today, for the second time in a week, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton came to

'4'

1

3-
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Li_ ■■ JbBk ~-? 
MxJrjjQ J:

and the United Nations,” was dedi­
cated to Mrs. Roosevelt’s memory.

“Any time when full economic,
; social and political opportunities for

women too often remains an elusive w 
goal,” Mrs. Clinton said, “we should from Copenhagen convinced that we
commend the United Nations for in- must work harder for ways to open
viting serious discussion of the opportunities for women," she said.
unique obstacles confronting women Her overwhelmingly female audi-
in every country, rich and poor.” ence today applauded when she add- raVgTr'cim^t'””s^ IM “

‘The United Nations must play a 
leadership role, and must play a role 
by example,” she said. "Every pro­
gram, policy and decision that ema-

’ 5 ba®*-' y

V-

I■

i »iij

indirectly affects women, as they 
raise their children, manage house­
holds or work at their jobs."

■

owl
.ib
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in every country, rich and poor.” < , 
Mrs. Clinton, who last week spoke -- that Uaiiteu Nauuiia headquar- 

at a United Nations conference on ters, where only 15 percent of the 
world poverty in Copenhagen, leaves officials are women,, needed to im-

......... .®SW-?S

M
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Hillary Rodham Clinton addressed the “Women and the United Nations” conferencXiSVS ’̂eXy”

X

Hillary Clinton Asks U N. to Do More for Women
. . t r . ■
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lateral in Bangladesh, and other self- pot*ng an “obsession with rule-mak- 
help organizations for women in ing” among her male peers, would 
business and crafts. She will also show her displeasure and impa- 

 „ make at least two substantive tience by knitting in General Assem- 
speak to a United Nations gathering, speeches on social topics, in Paki- bly sessions,
this time about the condition of worn- stan and India, where women face Mrs. Clinton is not the first Presi- 
en’s lives within this organization as many impediments and traditional dent‘s wife to venture alone into an

4 much as in the world at large. prejudices. Sri Lanka and Nepal are international arena. Jacqueline Ken-
But this time, invoking the spirit of also being considered as stops. nedy made a number of trips abroad,

: Eleanor Roosevelt, who was a dele- In the summer, she will be the also including one to India while her 
. gate to the General Assembly, Mrs. honorary chairman of a delegation husband was President. Rosalyn
j Clinton offered the most spirited planning American strategy for the Carter still travels with former
: American defense of the United Na- fourth international conference on President Jimmy Carter on his trou-
; tions that this gloomy headquarters women, to be held in Beijing in Sep- hleshooting missions from North Ko-

•< has heard from Washington in a long tember. Her staff said it is too soon rea t0 sometimes in an active 
. time.'Today’s conference, “Women to say whether she will go to Beijing, advisory role.

----- . .. Tbg Workj Summit for Social De- At a time when the United Nations 
velopment last week made an im- is under fire on Capitol Hill, Mrs. 
pression on her, Mrs. Clinton said Clinton came to the defense of the 
today. series of international conferences

.  .. the organization has been holding,
u Y 0UierS cai?Vway from the Ri° Earth Summit in 1992 

m through Copenhagen.
“With Beijing on the horizon, is­

sues historically dismissed as unim­
portant may now be understood in a

I

:: &

ii 1
-

5

ters, where only 15 percent of the

next week for a solo trip to South prove its record. 
Asia. r*

There she wants to see projects from the enthusiastic crowd in the 
like the Grameen Bank, which loans Trusteeship Council chamber when 
money to rural women without col- she recalled how Mrs. Roosevelt
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hearing probes U.S. role
at Beijing women’s forum

vrong sends the wrong mes-

“I’ll be suggesting to the chair­
man that this document is hostile 
to motherhood,” Mrs. Royals said. 
“Motherhood is an experience of 
at least 90 percent of the women 
worldwide and certainly 90 per­
cent of U.S. women. In the doc­
ument, motherhood is trivialized 
and reduced to the non-essential' 
tasks that some mothers do.”

By Carol Innerst 
and George Archibald
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Amid the rising voices opposing 
U.S. participation in a women's 
conference in Beijing, Congress 
holds a hearing today.

“It’s kind of ironic to pick China 
for a women's conference,” sa*d 
Rep. Bill Goodling, Pennsylvania 
Republican and a member of the 
House International Relations 
subcommittee on International 
Operations and Human Rights, 

which will hear 12 witnesses dis­
cuss the controversy surrounding 
the Sept. 4-15 conference.

“The U.N. and some do-gooders 
would say if we go there, we can 
change their human rights. ... 
You’re whistling ‘Dixie’ if you 
think going there can improve hu­
man rights in China.”

T ‘'r this week, China’s most- 
fa
COK

i-nation trading status 
. up for a vote in Congress, so 

the hearing should “stir up the wa­

ters before that takes place," he 
said.

Mr. Goodling, who is chairman 
of the House Economic and Edu­
cational Opportunities Commit­
tee, said he doesn’t think the 
United States should participate in 
the Beijing conference, and he 
likely will vote against continuing 
China’s special trading status.

Rep. Christopher Smith, New 
Jersey Republican and chairman 
of the International Relations sub­
committee, also opposes U.S. par­
ticipation in the conference.

“He believes it is entirely inap­
propriate to be having this confer­
ence [in Beijing] given China’s 
horrendous record on human 
rights and oppression of women 
through coercive population con­
trol, and the arrest of Harry Wu,” 
said Michael Pauley, press secre­
tary for Mr. Smith.

“It’s entirely inappropriate for 
the U.S. to be sending a delegation 
... while China holds a U.S. citizen 
in captivity. Proceeding as if noth­
in' vrong sends the wrong mes­
s'

. anwhile, a high-profile pro­
fessional group issued a report on 
the conference saying the goal is 
“elimination of sexual apartheid” 
— the male domination of women 
through traditional family and 
economic structures.

“The mandate of the 1995 Bei­
jing conference is to accelerate 
the process that formally began in 
1975” with International Women’s 
Year to bring about “the emancipa­
tion of women” through equal rep­
resentation in governmental, cor­
porate, diplomatic, and religious 
leadership positions, says a report 
by the Washington-based Amer­
ican Society of International Law 
(ASIL).

The report, “The Elimination of

Sexual Apartheid: Prospects for 
the Fourth World Conference on 
Women,” was written by Rebecca 
J. Cook, a law professor at the Uni­
versity of Tbronto and member of 
the ASIL’s six-member advisory 
committee, under a grant from the 
Ford Foundation.

The report supports proposed 
language on gender in a 124-page 
draft platform for the Beijing con­
ference.

The language, not yet approved, 
“moves from a sex-neutral norm 
that requires equal treatment of 
men and women, usually meas­
ured bv how men are treated, to 
one that... allows women to ques­
tion the way in which laws, cul­
tures and religious traditions have 
constructed and maintained, dis­
crimination against women,” the 
report says.

A small group of countries, in­
cluding Benin, Guatemala, Hondu­
ras and Malta, object to the “gen­
der" terminology, the report notes.

Mercedes Arzu Wilson, a Guate­
malan delegate, said she opposes 
ihe terminology because she sees 
it as an attempt by socialist femin­
ists to obtain international sanc­
tion for homosexual, bisexual and 
transexual orientation on an equal 
basis with traditional heterosex­
ual behavior.

Cecilia Royals, president of the 
National Institute of Womanhood, 
who will be testifying at today’s 
hearing, said she plans to call the 
committee’s attention to the status 
of motherhood in the conference 
document.
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GOPleaders urge withdrawal, 
from U.-N. women's conference
Say U.S� 'participation wrong while China holds Wu·

1

' 

By Georoe Archibald 
11,c;-O�llu,,� 

·CongressionalRepubUcan lead·
en ye:su,ruy ,ul<ed ITc,ident 
Clinton to cancel plans to sebd a 
U.S. delceatlon to a U.N. 'NOmen's 
conference Sept. 4 tX> 15 in Beijing. 
• "In our view, it wouJ<I be wholly
inappfV111·iatc to participate in lllty 

inrernational conference in the
People's Republic of China while
an American citizen is be�'un·

, justly detained by the Chmese 
govc-r11w1:ul," llou-,c Spcal<or 
Newt Gingrich and Sena� Major•. 
i,v Leader Bob Dole of Kansas 
said of China's jailing of human 
rights activist Harry Wu. 

Mr. Wu, wliu �nt t-o Chinn on Q 

U.S. passport with u proper Chi· 
nft!le visa. was arrested June JS> 
and dulriied last week with m� 
gaily obtaining state secr�ts on a 
previous viait to Chil>ll. 

At the White Ho1.1$e aides to 
PrP11id#.nt Clinton said the admin• 
btration still plans to send a mis­
,tk>a to"Beijine, But the aid.es e;,c•
pressed llouul tbat fir:st lady 
J-lillary Rodham Clinton would go. 

Mrs. Clinton baa be«i named 
honorary chAirman of a planned 
102-memher U.S. delegation to the
Beijing conference. Madeleine Al· '
bright, U.S. amba.uador to the
United Notionc, and Health imd
Human Services Secretary L>onna
Shalala will head tbti delee-ation.

"It remains undecided,'' White 
House spokesman Michael Mc­
Cuny sakl or Mn.. Cllnton'a in· 
volvement. 

At � l11nd1t"lOl1 with editors and 
reporters at The Wasruniiton 
Timt!ts, Alice Rivlin, the pre:ii­
<1ent"'S budg1,:l illn:x;tor, 11.Ud she 
knew of no plan!! or discussion,; tri 
�uTTle U.S. vartlclpation in the 
Beijing conference. 

The GOP conaression.ttl loaders, 
joiiwcJ lJy the ch.-irmel'I of the for­
eign affairs committees or both 
rh11mbers, s.ild Mr. Wu "hall un• 
dertaken heroic �fforu to expose 
Ollnese human rights abuse,;." 

"l-'u,· ul.&uObl two dcGc1dc:s,·he sur. 
fe�ed from the ravages of China's 
J>nson syi1tem. Tudav. Harry Wu i�

ODC'--e IIIJlin subject to China's 
cl03ed pri,Qn ,aystcm. and there 
are concem, about bit health and 
sarer1,' tbe GOP tc::ader6 Aid. 

In their letter to Mr. Clinton. the 
. lftdua cited m" tJ..'i. bQycort of 

the 1980 Swnmer Olympics in 
M06COW because of tbe Soviet in­
wunon Of AfihaniltaD IUi "a111pl(l 
pt'CCedent to deny American p;u-• 
ticlpatfoa in intl"mAfinnal events · 
which only accord prestige to rtt­
g:imes which deserve amdemna­
tion." 

"Accordingly, we urge yuu to an­
nounce the Unilltd St"tP." aovern­
ment will not participate - at any 
level or iD any fo!lhion - in the 
upcommg United Natlons Confc::r-­
eneti U<I \\bruen 115 long as Harry 
Wu is deblirtlld b1 Chirut," the letter 
said. ''Anything else would send a 
t raaic signal of disregard for the 
bwnan rigbts or an Ameri'-¥-11 uti· 
zen.'' 

Earlier thi, WMk, Mr. McCUrry 
said Mrs. Clintnn'.s participation 
was being viewed in light of recent 
Slno-J\rnertum v1"hleiu:i. 

"It hitu llot been d�ided even 
prior tn Mme of the mnre rocky 
developments in the bilateral rela• 
tionship berv.-een the United Stat�s 

'· 

·"-n..A,.. r.I . .  J;r7 •· 

_ 1.uuuJ, r,iany. l'r-U � 

once again subject 'lo
China's closed prfson 
system, and the� are 
concems about ms
health and safety.:' 

--:-- GOP l.ead.e_rs· letter 

and the People's Republic. 'There 
wtll be IIWtY factor• wd3bcd by 
the first lady's staff and by others 
hP.-re at the Whitz, House before 
any dedslon is made on that," he 
said. ' . 

Mi: McC1&n-y call� the contcr­
ence "an important international · 
i,1thwine" that has resulted in a 
"great deal of planning by our own
noniiovernmcntal organizuUons 
already fillU ll tt·eat dw of CX· 

pendrture of funds by them and by 
th� us. f{memment that would al-

. low the delegation to make Its trip 
to Beijing." 

On W1:1.lnesday, Mr. Gingrich, 
Georgia Republican, told The 
Wuhineton Times that the House 
might cancel federal funding for 
the U.S. delegntton. But yesterday 
Ulltt:r Re11uhliC411 fC(ldcrG said 
they were unaware of such plans. 

Rep. Sonny Callahan. Alabwn.:t 
Republican and chairman of the 
House Appropriations subcom• 
mltwe uu rorcicn or,crotionc, aaJd 
he dill not think Congress could 
i1tu1.> the udminirstration from 

· using fiscal. 199S fund:! to pay tor
the delegation's travel expenses. 
• Paul l::Jtic.l(Jra comrtt,utw tu tins 
report. 
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about toxic emissions and probably 
would cause long delays in cleanup of

bills that, to differing degrees, would 
curb the authority of federal officials

people or bad prescription drugs kill 
hundreds of old people or babies to

potential to help solve the problem of 
burdensome regulation without axing
important public safety protections.

Regulatory Reform,
OK—but the Meat Ax?

create a fierce popular backlash 
against their reduce-government 
revolution. The Glenn bill has the 

Shortsighted effort puts public health and safety at risk

employees to implement. That may or 
may not be true, but it would cer­
tainly become a full-employment act 
for lawyers, inviting a flood of legal 
challenges to rules. And it would even 
require risk assessment before chem­
ical companies had to tell the public

toxic waste sites.
Both bills beg many questions. Who 

would do the cost-benefit analyses 
and required outside peer reviews? 
How would disagreements among 
experts be resolved? How would costs 
be balanced against intangible bene­
fits, such as being able to see the Hol­
lywood Hills or the San Gabriel 
Mountains from the Los Angeles 
Basin?

DOLE BACKPEDALING: The 
Dole bill is so extreme that it probably 
cannot muster the votes needed to. 
close a filibuster threatened by Dem­
ocrats or override a probable veto by 
Clinton. Facing this, Dole has begun 
to compromise. The Senate Tuesday 
agreed both to raise the threshold to 
S100 million and state that the law 
should not be construed as overriding 
other health, safety and environmen­
tal laws. Major environmental orga­
nizations have given tacit support to 
the Glenn bill by not opposing it, and 
we give it not-so-tacit backing—if it 
can be amended to address the ques­
tions raised here. The big problem is 
that the House has passed a totally 
unacceptable version that imposes a 
S25-million threshold and other nox­
ious conditions that are a real and 
present danger to American health 
and safety.

Conservatives have tapped into real 
public resentment over federal rules. 
But it will take only one incident in 
which E. coli bacteria poison scores of 

to issue and enforce regulations. The 
measures would do so by compelling 
agencies to balance the social benefits 
of rules against the potential costs to 
business and the economy.

The basic notion of such cost­
benefit analysis—as fuzzy as that sci­
ence may be—is not bad. Business 
people have justifiably complained of 
regulations that are costly to comply 
with and bring scant benefit to the 
environment, public safety or health. 
Indeed, President Clinton two years 
ago ordered cost-benefit analyses and 
risk assessments for any new rule 
costing more than $100 million a year. 
But some in Congress want more. 
They are seeking to roll back decades 
of environmental progress by tying 
regulators up in costly red tape, liti­
gation and delay.

ENORMOUS EXPENSE: A bill 
co-sponsored by Sen. Bob Dole (R- 
Kan.) and Sen. J. Bennett Johnston 
(D-La.) is competing with a more 
moderate one by Sen. John Glenn (D- 
Ohio) and Sen. John H. Chafee 
(R-R.I.).

Both embrace the cost-benefit 
concept. But the Dole bill applies to 
rules costing $50 million a year, while 
the Glenn bill maintains the current, 
higher threshold of $100 million. The 
Dole bill also gives excessive petition 
rights to industry to attack existing 
rules that fail a cost-benefit test and 

. automatically repeals any rule not 
given quick review by regulators. 
The Glenn bill gives more flexibility 
to agencies and limits possibilities for 
outside judicial review.

The White House estimates the 
Dole bill would cost $1.3 billion a year 
and require 4,500 new federal

he Senate this week is grap­
pling with a regulatory issue 
that can make the eyes glaze 

over. But all Americans should be 
wide awake on this one, for it could 
affect their very lives every time they 
board an aircraft, eat a hamburger or 
swallow a pill and could alter the 
quality of air and water. Involved are



Gingrich wants women’s parley move 1

GINGRICH

billion net increase in our foreign 
nvrh'iiHin * *•

I

on

us. <,iptoma,ic omc,als ESSi1r.SMS

J

meeting^ unless the Chinese gov- does not change.

The Chinese have successfully 
appealed to U.S. businesses in the 
past to soften U.S. objections to hu­
man rights violations or objection­
able transfers of military technol­
ogy.

“lb the degree they try to exert

4

gf

st

pen,” Mr. Gingrich said.
His criticism of the Beijing gov­

ernment was blunt and straight­
forward, shorn of diplomatic reti­
cence. He repeated his suggestion
that the United States should rec- i
ognize Thiwan as an independent j
nation.

He said he was appalled by -
■ ft ft ft 1— 2_ a • ■ A a ■

- --------
The Washington Times that State
Department officials have warned
Americans planning to travel to
Beijing against taking Bibles or onage Saturday.
ft.ft_a!ft2_ • •• . vv . *.

——— — —  , , « llV.ll
nies or meetings once in China. he entered the country at a remote 

tually saying it’s dangerous to take a valid entry visa and U.S. pass- 

move immediately to move the for more than three weeks before

Kimc human rights w ithm the Pro 
ple a Itepubhc of ( hina "

Mr Gingrich also urged a much 
tougher policy with Chinn on 
lingering disputes over human 
rights, milijary-technology trans 
fers and trade

"I do want Beijing to be aware 
that this idea that whatever Bei­
jing does, we have to coddle them 
and pretend that they’re somehow 
acceptable is silly," Mr Gingrich 
said "We are far more valuable to 
them economically than they are 
to us."

d i - jft ----------- Mr. Gingrich dismissed sugges-
tute on Religion and Democracy, a tions that toughness would lead to 
nongovernment organization ac- a trade war. He said the $30 billion

delegation.
Mr. Wu, 58, was accused of espi- 
ft OftA.eftJft.^

participating in religious ceremo- He was detained June 19 when 
nies or meetings once in China. he entered the country at a remote 

“If the State Department is ac- checkpoint from Kazakhstan with 
tually saying it’s dangerous to take a valid entry visa and U.S. pass- 

the" we. c,early should Port. Chinese authorities held him

UN. conference,”' Mr. Gingrich
said.

Mr. Gingrich once more ex­
pressed outrage at the treatment
of Harry Wu, an American citizen
and advocate for human rights
who was arrested last month when
he arrived in China with a valid
visa He was finally charged this 
week with espionage. '
n “I thj"k what ‘hey’ve done with
Harry Wu is totally unacceptable,” 
he said in a wide-ranging inter­
view with editors and reporters of

see GINGRICH, page A6 i

. wStates
!^yc^Lthe UN’ “UM disappear if their behavior

ernment meets certain conditions.
“Harry Wu must be freed from

prison,” said a statement issued by
Diane Knippers, the institute’s
president. “It is unconscionable
and inconceivable that our govern­
ment should participate in a con­
ference on the rights of women

tor* of our eionomy ur can cut 
off. Mr Gingrich said "We haw 

just got to say to them. If you truly 
want to start n trade war with us, 

w ill reluctantly accept the $30 
billion net increase in our foreign 
exchange’"

US policy should signal to 
( hina and the world that the com­
munist government's behavior vio­
lates international law and can no 
longer be tolerated by free-market 
democracies, he said

"We ought to say, ’You are not 
currently behaving in ways that 
are acceptable to the future of the 
human race. And you are too im­
portant a country for us to lie to 
you about your behavior.’

“Ib the degree they get mad — 
fine. They’ll get used to it. We are 
as much a permanent fact as they 
are. They should have to adjust to 
us as much as we have to adjust to 
them. And just relax.”

The speaker also said Mr. Clin­
ton’s decision to normalize rela­
tions with Vietnam was premature 
and that he was sympathetic to 
congressional attempts to block 
funding for an embassy in Hanoi.

I just think the idea that we

House Speaker Newt Gingrich
said yesterday the United States
should try to move the late- | r . ,
summer United Nations confer- rompage Al
ence on women out of Beijing and 1
warned that the House might can- The Washington Times.
cel funding for the U.S. delegation, “I just think the idea that we
to be led by first lady Hillary Rod- have to go and subsidize a dictator­
ham Clinton. r -------- ------n——ft ftuoocn rcilieoia W1S-

“I think that that may well hap- ‘hat you may be at risk by exercis- consin Republican, on Tbesdav in- 
’H ” Mr ninOrirh ooM mg normal h, —d vjted Senate coI|ea t0 < •

wOckery ^of the United ’hem in sponsoring a resolution to
end China s most-favored-nation 
trading status.

The Ecumenical Coalition on
Women and Society of the Insti-

to sec him
Ibis violated a )OH2 ptoto<ol 

that allows U.S officials to see any 

detained US citizen within 48 
hours

Jesse Helms, North Carolina 
Republican and chairman of the 

shin whYio------•------ - “ ■ Sena,e foreign Relations Commit-
£?±,®^,"g_?“r?Wn Pe°P,e *C’'an^Rus.sF.11 D Fci'igold, Wis-

, ing normal human rights makes a

States].’-
Ching Lee Wu told reporters 

yesterday that Mrs. Clinton should 
refuse to attend the conference to 
protest her husband’s arrest. The 
First lady has been invited to ad­
dress the United Nations Intern.

THE WAShLgTON TIMES Al
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U.S, DELEGATION TO THE WOMEN1S CONFERENCE

Q:

CHING LEE WU, THE WIFE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST ANDA:

U.S. CITIZEN HARRY WU, IS NOT A MEMBER OF THE U.S.

DELEGATION TO THE UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON

WOMEN, THE MEMBERSHIP OF WHICH WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE

WHITE HOUSE ON MONDAY.

DURING A HEARING BEFORE THE INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

AND HUMAN RIGHTS SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE ON AUGUST 2,

REPRESENTATIVE BEN GILMAN ASKED AMBASSADOR ALBRIGHT

IF SHE HAD CONSIDERED ADDING CHING LEE WU TO THE U.S.

AMBASSADOR ALBRIGHT SAID SHE WOULD LOOKDELEGATION.

INTO THIS POSSIBILITY.

DECISIONS TO NAME MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATES ARE MADE

DY THE WHITE HOUSE, NOT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

HOWEVER, IT TS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT MRS. WU IS NOT

A U.S. CITIZEN; SHE DOES NOT HAVE SPECIAL EXPERTISE

TN THE SUBJECTS TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE CONFERENCE;

August 11, 1995

Press reports indicate that Ambassador Albright has 
promised to work £or the inclusion of Harry Wu's wife on 
the official U.S. Delegation to the UN Fourth World 
Conference on Women. Can you comment on this?
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AND TO OHP KNOWLEDGE, SHE HAS NOT FXPPESSED ANV

INTEREST IN BEING NAMED TO THE DELEGATION.

MOREOVER, THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THE

DESIGNATION OF MRS. WU AG A MEMBER OF THE U.S.

DELEGATION WOULD CONTRIBUTE IN ANY WAY TO THE

PROSPECTS FOR THE EARLY RELEASE BY CHINESE

AUTHORITIES Ot? HARRY WU.
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August 10, 1995

Qi

THE MAJORITY OF U.S- CITIZENS PREPARING TO ATTEND THEA:

UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN AND THE

ASSOCIATED NGO FORUM HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED THEIR

HOTEL CONFIRMATION LETTERS FROM THE BEIJING-BASED

WITHOUT THESE LETTERS,CHINA ORGANIZING COMMITTEE.

THEY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO APPLY FOR THE APPROPRIATE

CHINESE VISAS.

THE CHINA ORGANIZING COMMITTEE HAS SAID THAT IT

SHOULD FINISH ITS WORK OF PREPARING THE 39,000 HOTEL

THOSE FOR U.S.CONFIRMATION LETTERS BY TOMORROW.

PARTICIPANTS WILL BE EXPRESS MAILED TO THE UNITED

STATES.

THE UNITED STATES HAS ASKED CHINA AND THE UNITED

NATIONS TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO EXPEDITE THE

ISSUANCE OF THE LETTERS AND PROCESS VISAS FOR U.S.

CITIZENS.

What is the status of visas for U.S. citizens intending to 
travel to Beijing for the UN Fourth World Conference and 
the associated NGO Forum?

I

UN FOURIH wOrLL' CONFERENCE ON WOMEN
‘ t.
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AMBASSADOR ALBRIGHT HAS WORKED ilAlW TU ENSURE FULL

NGO PARTlCIPATION lN Tttl!: <.:ONFERENCE AND HAS RAISED 

THE lSSU� UPON SEVERAL OCCASIONS WITH MEETING 

URGANIZERS, INCLUDING THIS WEEK WITH UN 

SECRETARY-GENERAL BOUTROS BOUTROS-GHALI. 

Q: Does Bella Abzug receive special treatment by the 

Department of State? 

94566244:# 3/ 7 

A: ABZUG IS A PRIVATE CITIZEN WITH NO CONNECTION TO THE 

U.S. GOVERNMENT, SHE HEADS A LARGE NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS THE WOMEN'S ENVIRONMENT AND 

DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION. lN THAT CAPACITY, SHE HAS 

HAD REGULAR �ONTACT WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND 

OTHER FEDF.RAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES SIMILAR TO THAT 

AFFORDED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER WELL-ESTABLISHED 

NGOS. 
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Q: Is "gender justice" part of the U.S. agenda? 

A: THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY 

FOR WOMEN /'.llD HAS SUI'PORTim MEASURES TO INCREA5J!; Tim

NUMBER OF WOMEN IN PROFESSIONAL L�L POSITIONS 

WITHIN THE UN SECRETARIAT. IiOWEVEH, 'J.'H.E UNITED 

STATES DOES NOT SUPPORT QUU'i'Al:i IN THE HIRING AND 

PROMOTION OP WOLWlliN UUMBSTICALLY OR WITHIN THE UN 

SYST!!:M. 
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UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

Q:

DURING THE PAST WEEKS, THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS HEARDA;

NUMEROUS COMPLAINTS ABOUT HOTEL CONFIRMATIONS, VISAS,

CUSTOMS REQUIREMENTS AND OTHER LOGISTICAL MATTERS

FROM U.S. CITIZENS WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THE UN FOURTH

WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN AND THE ASSOCIATED NGO

IN AN EFFORT TO ENSURE BROAD PARTICIPATION INFORUM.

THE CONFERENCE, WE HAVE BEEN ASKING FOR CLARIFICATION

FROM APPROPRIATE CHINESE OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON AND

BEIJING OF THESE VERY REAL CONCERNS.

WE KNOW THAT CONFERENCE AND FORUM PARTICIPANTS FROM

OTHER COUNTRIES ARE FACING SIMILAR PROBLEMS.

IT IS TOO EARLY TO TELL WHETHER NOT HAVING ANSWERS TO

SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS WILL ADVERSELY AFFECT THOSE

WHO PLAN TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETINGS.

SENT- BY: «

IO PRESS GUIDANCE
July 78, 1985

Can you comment on the report in today's Washington Post 
that"Chinese red tape is impeding attendance to the UN 
Fourth World Conference on Women?

7-28-S5 ; 12:53 ;
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Is the failure of Chinese officials to provide anewers toQ:

these questions a deliberate tactic to minimize the

interference uf U.S. citizens in Chinese internal affairs?

WE DO NOT KNOW WHY CHINA HAS NOT YET RESOLVED MANY OhA:

THESE LOGISTICAL ISSUES.

Q:

ON JUNE 8, NGO FORUM CONVENER KHUNYING SUPATRA MASDITA:

OF THAILAND SIGNED AN AGREEMENT WITH CHINA ORGANIZERS

ACCEPTING THE HUAIROU SITE FOR THE NGO FORUM

ASSOCIATED WITH THE UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON

SINCE THAT TIME, THE NGO PLANNING COMMITTEEWOMEN.

HAS HAD REPRESENTATIVES ON THE GROUND IN BEIJING

WORKING WITH CHINESE OFFICIALS TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT

PREPARATIONS ARE PROCEEDING TO ACCOMMODATE ALL OF THE

EXPECTED PARTICIPANTS AND ACTIVITIES.

Will the facilities at the NGO Forum be large enough to 
accommodate all 36,000 individuals who are expected to 
participate?
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Q:

THE ADMINISTRATION PLACES HIGH PRIORITY ON U.S.A:

PARTICIPATION IN THIS CONFERENCE. THOUSANDS OF

AMERICAN WOMEN ARE PARTICIPATING IN THIS CONFERENCE,

AND MILLIONS MORE AROUND THE WORLD EXPECT THE UNITED

STATES TO PLAY A LEADERSHIP ROLE THERE ON ISSUES OF

HUMAN RIGHTS, HEALTH AND EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY.

IF THE UNITED STATES WERE NOT TO PARTICIPATE, IT

WOULD PLAY DIRECTLY INTO THE HANDS OF OPPONENTS OF

OHP FAILURE TO ATTEND WOULDTHE CONFERENCE AGENDA.

NOT CANCEL THE CONFERENCE, BUT WOULD SIMPLY RESULT IN

A CONFERENCE IN WHICH AMERICAN INFLUENCE IS NOT

PRESENT,

THE UNITED STATES CONSIDERS THE FOURTH WORLD

CONFERENCE ON WOMEN TO BE AN EXCELLENT VEHICLE FOR

BRINGING IDEAS ABOUT DEMOCRACY, FREEDOM AND JUSTICE

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD,

Given the complexity of the logistics, China's failure to 
answer thcEO questions, and the relatively short time 
period remaining, why should the United States attend the 
UN Fourth World Conference on Women?
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VATICAN CRITICISM OF THE PLATFORM FOR ACTION

Q:

THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT THE EMERGING PLATFORMA:

FOR ACTION REFLECTS THE VIEWS OF THE APPROXIMATELY

180 NATIONS THAT HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE PREPARATORY

PROCESS.

PRODUCED THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE

PROCESS THAT CONSIDERS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT,

POPULATION, HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE

ITS FORM AND CONTENT ARE SIMILAR TOSTATUS OF WOMEN.

THOSE OTHER PREVIOUSLY-ADOPTED CONSENSUS DOCUMENTS.

THE U.S. STRONGLY SUPPORTS:

BUILDING ON THE COMMITMENTS MADE AT PREVIOUS UN

CONFERENCES

HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN, INCLUDING ACTIONS TO END

VIOELNCE AGAINST WOMEN

THE DOCUMENT IS ONE IN A SERIES THAT HAVE BEEN

J 
f

IO PRESS GUIDANCE
June 21, 1995

What is the United States response to the Vatican's 
criticism reported in the New York Times and the 
Washington Post of the Platform for Action to be adopted 
by the UN Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing?
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A LIFESPAN APPROACH TO HEALTH AND EDUCATION

EFFORTS TO BALANCE WORK ANBD FAMILY

RESPONSIBILITIES OF WOMEN AND MEN

ECONOMIC SECURITY

THE IMPORTANCE OF NCOS AS PARTNERS IN BUILDING

LOCAL, NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITIES,1

1

THE FULL PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN POLITICAL

AND ECONOMIC DECISION-MAKING.

THE GROUP OF 77, AN INFORMAL GROUPING OF DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES THAT ACTUALLY NUMBERS 132 MEMBERS, HAS BEEN

A KEY PLAYER IN THE PROCESS, GREATLY INFLUENCING THE

SHAPE AND CONTENT OF THE DOCUMENT. IN ADDITION, THE

HOLY SEE AND SEVERAL STATES WITH SIMILAR VIEWS HAVE

FOR EXAMPLE, ONE MAJORBEEN FULL PARTICIPANTS.

INITIATIVE AGREED TO AT THE RECENT PREPARATORY

MEETING IN NEW YORK, A SECTION OF THE DOCUMENT

DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO THE ISSUES OF YOUNG WOMEN AND

GIRLS, WAS THE PRODUCT OF THE AFRICAN GROUP.
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NONETHELESS, THERE REMAINS A GREAT DEAL OF WORK TO BE

AS IN PREVIOUS CONFERENCES, THE UNITED STATESDONE.

PLANS TO WORK COOPERATIVELY WITH ALL PARTICIPANTS IN

THE PROCESS, INCLUDING HOLY SEE REPRESENTATIVES, TO

ENSURE THAT THE PLATFORM FOR ACTION REFLECTS A

MAINSTREAM GLOBAL CONSENSUS THAT WILL STAND THE TEST

OF TIME.

THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION WILL CONTINUE TO PROMOTE

THE IMPERATIVE OF FULL EQUALITY FOR WOMEN AND MEN IN

FAMILIES, COMMUNITIES AND NATIONS.

4
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QUESTIONS REGARDING AMERICAN CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN THE 
WOMENS CONFERENCE IN BEIJING 

Q: What sort of protection will be provided by the US 
govarnmQnt to Americans at the Fourth Worl� Coference on 
Women and the corollary NGO Forum? 

A:-- AG FART OF THE SERVICES THE STATE DEPARTMENT PROVIDES 

TO AMERICAN CITIZENS TRAVELINC OVERSEAS, WE ARE 

PREPARING COUNTRY-GPECIFIC INFORMATION Fon AMERICANS 

ATT�NDING THE UN CONFERENCE ANO THE NGO PORUM. WE 

W!�L 1NCLUUE INFORMATION ABOUT CHINESE LAWS. 

WE ARE REMINDING AMERICANS PLANNING TO ATTEND THE 

CONFERENCE AND FORUM THAT US CITIZENS IN CHINA 

ARE SUBJECT TO CHINESE LAW. 

PROTECTION FOR US CITIZENS GUARANTEED UNDER THE 

CONSTITUTION STOP AT US BORDERS. THE US GOVERNMENT 

CANNOT GUARAN1'EE ANY PROTECTION OUTSIDE OUR 

BORDERS. 

IF AN /\MERICAN IS ARRESTED, CONSULAR OJi'FTC'TAJ.R WILL 

VISIT THEM, ADVISE: THEM OF THEIR RIGHT$ IJNnli:� T,OCll

LAWS, l\.ND INSURE THAT AMERICAN CITIZENS ARP. HF.T,n TTNDER 

HUMANB CONDITIO� AND ARE TREATED FAIRLY UNDER LOCAL 

LAW. 
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Q: Will NGO's participating in the Conference be prohibited 
from brinqinq religious material into the country? 

A:-- CHINESE AUTHORITIES HAVE SEIZED DOCUMENTS, LITERATURE, 

AND LETTERS WHICH THEY DEEM TO BE , 

PORNOGRAPHIC, POLITICAL IN NATURE OR INTENDED FOR 

RELIGIOUS PROSELYTIZING OR ANTI-CHINESE. CHINESE 

AUTHORITIES HAVE DETAINED OR EXPELLED INDIVIDUALS 

BELIEVED TO BE ENGAGED IN PROSELYTISM OR IN CONDUCT 

THEY CONSIDER IMMORAL. 

Q: What impact <lo we !orsee the Wu c;c:1:s� hdv iuy vu Lilt;: 
conference? 

A: -- AT THIS TIME, WF. CANNOT PREDICT WHA1' 

EFFECT, IF ANY, THE WU CASE WILL HAVE ON US 

PARTICIPATION IN fflE UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON 

WOMEN. 
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THIS CONPERENCB IS ABOUT WOMEN AND GIRLS AND NOT ABOUT 

CHINA. 

THE CONFERENCE IS CONVENING IN CHINA BECAUSE IT IS ASIA'S 

TURN TO HOST SUCH A CONFERENCE. WHEN THE UN DECISION WAS 

MADE IN 1992 TO HOLD THE MEETING, CHINA WAS THE ONLY 

COUNTRY IN THE REGION 1'0 OFFER TO HOST IT. AT THAT TIME, 

THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION DECIDED TO JOIN CONSENSUS WITH 

OTHER COUNTRIES AT THE UN TO AGREE TO ACCEPT CHINA'S OFFER 

TO HOST THE CONFERENCE. 

U.S. PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFERENCE WILL ENSURE THAT 

AMERICAN WOMEN AND MEN WILL HAVE A VOICE IN AN 

INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON ISSUES AFFECTING THE LIVES OF WOMEN. 

AT THR C.ONFERENCE AND THE ASSOCIATED NGO FORUM, 

APPROXIMATELY 4�,000 PEOPLE FROM AROUND THE WORLO WILL BE 

OPENLY DISCUSSING A VARTF.TY OF ISSUES. ASIDE FROM THE 

IMrORTMCE TO THE WORLD'S WOMr:N, THIS CONFERENCE CANNOT 

ll�LP BUT HAVE REVERBBRATIONS WITHTN CHINA. IN FACT, WE ARE 

HEARING ALREl\DY THAT WOMEN IN CHINA HAV
F

. BEGUN TO USE THE 

CONFERENCE AS A MEANS TO FORM GROUPS ANO F.S�ARLISH REGULAR 

CONTACTS WITU THE WORLD COMMUNITY. 

U.S. PARTICIPATION IN TUE CONFERENCE PROMOTES A PLATFORM 

tOK OUR INT�RE5TS ON SUCH IMPORTANT ISSUES AS DEMOCRACY AND 

HUMAN iU GHTS • 
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G�NPER ISSUE FOR. THE UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN 

THE PLATFORM FOR AC.TTON DOES NOT REFER TO FIVE GENDERS 

RATHER, THE DOCUMENT USES GF.NOF.R IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE, 

AS DEFINED IN PREVIOUS UN CONFERENCF.� 

FAX TRANSMITTAL 

r,,.' 



NEWS LETTERS

Divider Title: 

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is 
indicated below.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker



This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or

visit the Clinton Presidential Library’s Research Room.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker



On the Road to

Bei j ing
JUNE 1995

White House Names Leaders of U.S. Delegation

p

a.v

1 I

I

that where women prosper, countries 
prosper."

She emphasized the 
need for women to find 
their own voice:

"I recognize that discussion of such 
problems as education and health care 
for girls and women is viewed by some 
as 'soft,' labeled dismissively as a 
women’s issue belonging, at best, on 
the edge of serious debate about all the

NGOs, she said, “must 
also take the initiative,” 
in addition to govern­
ment and business, “and 
even provide the lead.”

problems we confront on the cusp of 
the 21st century. I want to argue 
strongly, however, that the questions 
surrounding social development, 
especially of women...are at the center 
of our political and economic chal­
lenges. ... One lesson the experience of 
the last several decades teaches us is

"NGOs are often 
created by individuals 
with a dream ... NGO 
leadership — often 
volunteer — is typically 
highly motivated and 
energetic in pursuing a 
vision of a better 
world."

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton took "her daughter to work" on 
her trip to South Asia. During their visit to the Self Employed Women’s 
Association of India, a SEWA member shows the First Lady and 
Chelsea Clinton how she prints a pattern onto cloth.

Mrs. Clinton paid tribute to the role of 
nongovernmental organizations such as 
the Self Employed Women’s Associa­

tion of Ahmedabad,

The First Lady travelled to Pakistan, 
India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri 
Lanka in April, visiting grassroots 
women’s organizations, educational 
institutions, health care facilities, and 
heads of state. In a speech in New 
Delhi, India, she said,

"It is particularly 
important that women 

find their own voice and become 
participants and decisionmakers in the 
home, workplace, community and 
nation. We must develop a new 
language to replace the deafening 
silence that still sounds too often when 
women’s concerns are raised."

resident Clinton has named 
Ambassador Madeleine
Albright, U.S. Permanent 

Representative to the United Nations,
as Chair of the U.S. delegation to the 
Fourth World Conference on Women. 
First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton is the 
Honorary Chair (a 
decision about her 
attendance has yet to be 
made). Secretary of
Health and Human
Services Donna Shalala 
is Co-Chair. State
Department Under
Secretary for Global
Affairs Timothy Wirth is 
Alternate Chair. The
Deputy Chair and
Director of the Delega­
tion is the Honorable 
Marjorie Margolies- 
Mezvinsky, former
Congresswoman from
Pennsylvania. Veronica 
Biggins of Atlanta,
Georgia, former Assistant 
to the President and
Director of Presidential 
Personnel, is Vice Chair.
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Could the Beijing Women's Conference Lose ICPD Goins?

r

5.7
Pakistan

Thailand

Colombia

5.0
Egypt |

Kenya

■ No
education school school

Source: Demographic and Health Surveys, 1987-93.

_____ I 4.9
3.6

A

[3.0
2.9

Women's Education Affects 
Family Size

3-4
I 2.5

1.7

Cairo, Vienna, and Copenhagen came 
from delegations from a small number of 
Catholic countries—including Benin, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Malta, Ivory Coast, 
and Argentina—joined by the Vatican and 
by a few Islamic countries, such as Sudan. 
Their efforts are bolstered by some conser­
vative NGOs, mainly from the U.S. and 
Canada, including the Coalition for 
Women and the Family, Concerned 
Women of America, and Real Women of 
Canada.

“Women have made enormous ad­
vances since the Third Womens Confer­
ence at Nairobi in 1985,” commented
Adrienne Germain, vice president of the

continued, p. 2

Women’s advocates have been eagerly 
anticipating the Fourth World Conference 
on Women this September in Beijing, 
China, as an opportunity to develop con­
crete actions to follow up on the momen­
tum gained in several recent conferences 
and to focus attention on the problems 
arid progress of the world’s women.

Just a year ago in September 1994, at 
the International Conference on Popula­
tion and Development (ICPD, held in 
Cairo, Egypt), 180 countries joined in an 
historic consensus on what to do about the 
population and development challenges of 
t They addressed a host of issues such 
a^ omen’s reproductive health, gender 
equality, and male roles and responsibili­
ties in family planning. A year before that, 
at the World Conference on Human 
Rights in Vienna, the world’s countries 
had agreed for the first time that women’s 
rights are human rights. In 1992, in Rio, 
the UN Conference on Environment and 
Development agreed on the key role of 
women as environmental managers to 
achieving sustainable human development. 
At the World Summit for Social Develop­
ment in March, 120 heads of state af­
firmed the importance of investing in 
women in order to achieve both economic 
and social development—reinforcing rec­
ommendations from ICPD and paving the 
way to the Beijing Women’s Conference.

The Beijing meeting will produce an 
agenda for women’s empowerment into 
the 21st century. The draft document calls 
for “the removal of all obstacles to women’s 
active participation in all spheres of public 
anJ orivate life,” “equality between women 
< len,” and “shared power and respon­
sibility between women and men at home, 
in the workplace, and in the wider na­
tional and international communities.” 
However, at the end of the final Prepara-

gS-vCTB 4.9
I 3.6

2.3

tory Committee meeting in March at the 
United Nations, about one-third of the 
draft Platform for Action remained in 
brackets, subject to negotiations at Beijing. 
Many of the brackets contained language 
agreed upon at ICPD and other world 
conferences: recognition that womens 
rights are human rights and that the role 
of women in procreation should not be a 
basis for discrimination, calls for gender 
equality, reproductive health, sexual 
rights, reproductive health services for ado­
lescents, addressing unsafe abortion as a 
public health problem, the use of condoms 
for preventing sexually transmitted dis­
eases, and even the word “gender.”

“What Cairo took very seriously,” com­
mented Joan Brown Campbell, general 
secretary of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA, “is that 
women have to be players in the world— 
being decisionmakers on their own lives 
and in the larger society.” Campbell was a 
member of the U.S. delegation to ICPD 
and the Social Summit. “If the women’s 
conference itself does not stand firm on 
language that was worked out in Cairo 
through such a painful and difficult pro­
cess, it will appear that women themselves 
are not as concerned as I believe they are, 
on issues of decisionmaking over their own 
lives, which is what decisions on family 
planning are at heart.”

Patricia Waak of the National Audubon 
Society and a member of the U.S. delega­
tion to ICPD agreed. “What we inevitably 
lose at the national and international level 
is the commitment and moral force of a 
consensus on the status and rights of 
women,” she said. “We also lose the mo­
mentum of moving forward towards a sus­
tainable world.”

The opposition at the Preparatory 
Committee meeting to the positions of

I 15.0
] 4.0

i i
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On the Road to

Beij ing.
October 1994

Development of the Platform for Action
by Sharon Kotok, Global Conference Secretariat, U.S. Department of State

M Calendar of Events

nona

September 4-15,1995—U.N. 
Fourth World Conference on
Women, Beijing, China.

November 15,1994—Oakland, 
California Official U.S. Regional 
Preparatory Meeting for the
U.N. Fourth World Conference 
on Women.

August 30-September 8,1995— 
NGO Forum '95, Beijing, China.

To Be Announced—
Nongovernmental Organization
(NGO) Consultations and 
Meetings, New York City.

March 15-April 5,1995—Final 
U.N. Commission on the Status 
of Women preparatory meeting 
for the Fourth World
Conference, New York City.

Published by the Women’s Bureau, U.S. Depart­
ment ot Labor, and the Global Conference Sec­
retariat, U.S. Department of State.

This is the third issue of On the Road to Beijing. 
For more information, or to be added to the 
mailing list, contact Diane Faulkner or Harriett 
Harper, Women's Bureau, (202) 219- 6601. For 
information about U.S. preparations for the 
World Conference, contact the Global Confer­
ence Secretariat, Department of State, (202) 
647-3129 or fax (202) 647-4787.

have an excellent opportunity to 
help shape the document and the 
outcome of the Conference.

The ten official U.S. regional 
preparatory meetings for the Fourth 
World Conference, convened by the 
Women's Bureau, U.S. Department 
of Labor and the State Department, 
are providing resource material for 
our work on the Platform for Action. 
From each regional meeting report, 
we use the information workshop 
participants have provided on 
"WHAT'S WORKED" and 

"WHAT'S NEEDED" as reference 
material for speeches and policy 
statements and for input into U.S. 
positions on the Platform for Action.

If you would like to recommend 
language for the draft Platform, you 
may send it by fax to the Conference 
Secretariat, Department of State at 
(202) 647-4787. If you need a copy 
of the draft Platform or have any 

questions about it, call the 
Conference Secretariat at (202) 

647-3129. Suggested language is 
needed as early as possible to aid in 
preparing position papers for the 

various preparatory meetings. The 
types of actions proposed should be 
those that women can undertake or 
can realistically ask of their political 
leaders.

The draft Platform is being 
developed by the U.N. Commission 
on the Status of Women. It will 
continue to be revised as the U.N. 
regional preparatory meetings 
provide their recommendations and 
when governments and 

nongovernmental organizations 
meet in New York City next March 
at the final UNCSW preparatory 
meeting for the Beijing Conference.

Since the Platform will remain a 
: document until it is adopted 

‘ijing, governments and 
..Jngovernmental organizations 

obilizing women and men to 
achieve equality by the 21st 
century is a fundamental 

goal of the Fourth World Conference
on Women. One means of achieving 
that goal is through the Platform for 
Action, the final document that will 
be adopted at the World Conference.

te Platform will address a 
__  fted number of issues that are 

obstacles to the advancement of 
women worldwide and recommend 
specific actions that governments, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
multinational and international 
institutions, and women themselves 
can take to accelerate the 
advancement of women.
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On the Road to

Bei j ing
July 1994

From Visions to Practicality in the Big Apple

T

I RuMla/tecf l9y tho Wom^nf9 Bur^tu, UA D^portm^nt of Labor, of on Affafro, U.S. D of 9tato.

here was an overflow crowd at the 
April 22 official U.S. preparatory 
meeting in New York City, re­

quiring about 100 of the 350 participants 
to watch the opening plenary session by 
video from an adjoining room.

For long-term watchers of the 
modem women's movement, this day 
in New York was living proof that 

j^zerse, multicultural groups of
lerican women have learned how to 

.„id common ground. And they wanted 
to communicate that message to their 
government.

e're all working even if 
some of us don't get paid," 
was one refrain articulated 

over and over again by Black, Hispanic,
Asian, white and Native American 
women who attended the official U.S. 
preparatory meeting April 22 outside 
Tacoma, Washington. The women, more 
than 200 of them, perfectly illustrated 
the point made by Karen Nussbaum, 
Director of the Women's Bureau, in her 
opening speech—that 99 percent of U.S. 
women are members of the paid labor 
force at some point in their lives. 

Students at Evergreen State College 
icoma, Washington) had spent 
>nths preparing an excellent

The day's most galvanizing moment 
came during Bella Abzug's noontime 
speech. The feminist activist, cochair of 
WEDO (Women's Environment and 
Development Organization) and former 
Congresswoman, called for the U.S. 
Government to take the women's 
conference as seriously as it was taking 
the U.N. preparatory conference on 
population. She also commented on the 
sub-theme of the day: "On the Road to 
Beijing and the 21st Century" by saying, 
"It's ours. Enough 'days' for women and 
'decades' for women," Abzug roared.

“W background paper, "A Global 
Perspective on Women," which was 
included in the conference kit. The 
paper discussed women's rights, 
violence, education, the impact of 
conflict, health and economic equity 
from both national and international 
perspectives.

Women's Bureau and State 
Department representatives answered 
questions on topics ranging from the 
problems of poor and unemployed 
women to women with disabilities, and 
when and whether the U.S. will ratify 
the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women.

Oakland Official U.S. 
Preparatory Meeting to 
Focus on Women and the 
Environment

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) will be 
a co-convener of the official U.S. 
preparatory meeting to be held 
November 15 in Oakland, 
California. This meeting will 
feature a special focus on women 
and the environment, with a 
subfocus on the particular 
problems and perspectives as 
seen by women of color and 
indigenous communities. Other 
regional priorities, such as 
women's health, education and 
training, and employment will 
be addressed as well.

Carol Browner, Administrator 
of EPA, is scheduled to address 
the meeting. The Department of 
Labor Women's Bureau and the 
State Department will also serve 
as co-conveners.

Voices and Action in the Northwest
By Ambassador Arvonne Fraser

U.S. Representative to the U. N. Commission on the Status of Women

By Kathleen Hendrix, u.s. state department

"We're taking over the century. The next 
century will be ours." The women were 
on their feet, cheering, clapping and 
giving every indication they were ready 
for the takeover right now.

■national Org
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Beijing ’I April 1994
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PutMtahed by tha Woman’* Buroau, U.S. Dapartmant of Labor, ana the Bureau of Intamatlonal Organisation Affair*, U.S. Dopartmant of State.

M

governmental gathering open to all 
interested women and men. Non­

governmental Organizations (NGO) 
Forum '95, will be held at the Beijing 
Workers' Sports Service Center
August 30 through September 8,1995.

he Fourth World Conference on
Women will be held September 4 
through 15,1995, at the Beijing 

International Conference Center,
Beijing, China.

In calling for a Fourth World 
~~ ference in Beijing in 1995, the

General Assembly recognized 
-----"the pace of implementation of 
the Forward-Looking Strategies must 
be improved in the crucial last decade 
of the 20th century."

At Beijing, governments will 
decide upon a Platform for Action 

and the institutional arrangements 
required to implement it. The Plat­
form is to be concise and accessible 
and is intended to accelerate, through 
concerted and intensive action in 
coming years, the implementation of 
the Forward-Looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women, adopted at the 
1985 Nairobi World Conference. By 
coming to consensus on the Platform 
for Action, countries commit them­
selves to goals, standards of behavior, 
and actions.

U.N. world conferences are gov­
ernment conferences, composed of 
official delegations representing coun- 

; which are members of the U.N. 
Fis customary, a parallel non­

Preparations for the Fourth World 
Conference

The Conference itself will be the 
culmination of a process that involves 
U.N., regional, and national prepara­
tions. The issues the Conference takes 
up, through its Platform for Action— 
will reflect the groundwork done at 
these preparatory meetings. UN/ECE To Hold High Level Regional 

Preparatory Meeting
Five preparatory meetings are 

being planned for 1994 in different 
regions of the world. The United 

States is part of the Western region 

(Europe and North America) which 

will meet October 17-21 in Vienna, 
Austria, for the UN/ECE High Level 

Regional Preparatory Meeting for the 
Fourth World Conference on Women. 

This meeting, organized by the 
Economic Commission for Europe, 
will be held at the Vienna Internation­

al Centre. At the Vienna meeting,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

been accomplished in the past 10 
years and where the most stubborn or 
difficult obstacles to women's 
progress remain. The UNCSW is 
drafting the Platform with input 
developed at national and regional 

meetings.
The UNCSW is determined to pro­

duce a "how to" document—a short, 
concise, globally relevant platform for 
action. This document contains strate­
gies and programs that work, and will 
serve as a guide for those determined 
to take part in advancing the status of 

women.

The U.N. Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, 
Development and Peace

by Arvonne Fraser

UNCSW Preparing Draft Platform 
for Action

The U.N. Commission on the 
Status of Women (UNCSW) is prepar­
ing a draft of the Platform to be used 
as a working document at the Confer­
ence. The draft Platform will concen­

trate on a limited number of issues 
that have been identified as represent­
ing fundamental obstacles to the 
advancement of the majority of 
women; and will contain goals, and 
concise, action-oriented guidelines.

The Platform for Action will be 
based on an assessment of what has 



OPPOSITION (general)

Divider Title: 

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is 
indicated below.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker



\ 

\ 

irfJe 19as�irtgton � 
'FRIDAY, JUD' 28, 1995 

Religious groups 
say U.N. platform 
undermines family 
By George Archibald 
ntE ._ltlNTMES 

Christian and Muslim groups 
joined )'eSterday to denounce a 
draft U.N. -i>latform for Action" 
for the upcoming international 
women's conference in Beijing, 
saying the agenda seeks "to under• 
mine and destroy the family." 

Calling themselves the Interna• 
tional Coalition for Authentic 
Womanhood, the groups said at a 
Capitol Hill news conference that 
the platform drives a wedge be­
tween women and their religious 
beliefs and targets organized reli· 
gion as world "oppressors." 

"At the dawn of the second mil­
lennium, the largest conference of 
women ever- to meet, the fourth 
U.N. Conference on Women, bas 
produced a document that sets 
women back," said Mary Ellen 
Bork of the Catholic Campaign for 
America. 

The "totalitarian nature" of the 
U.N. effort to get governments of 
member nations "to enforce equal• 
ity of results for women through 
specific gender quotas world· 
wide" is evident throughout the 
platform, she added. 

"The inordinate attention paid 
to 'gender perspective' under· 
mines women's role as mothers 
and men's role as fathers, rejects­
the accepted and traditional defi­
nition of the family and the moral 
responsibility that goes with it, 
and promotes sexual· license by 
claiming that gender is a ex1m� 
modity for experimentation, 'it is 
evolving;" Mrs. Bork said. 

Anisa Abd El·Fattah, chair­
woman of the National Association 
of Muslim Women, said the U.N. 
bas "overstepped its authority in 
calling for the 'elimination' of the 
fundamental tenets of the Abra• 
hamic faiths, targeting them as 
'barriers' to the full and equal par· 
ticipation of women in society." 

She said the Beijing confer­
ence's platform and other U.N. ini· 

tiatives "take a very narrow and 
prejudiced view of the status of 
women and prescribe an agenda of 
societal reform which will exacer­
bate the unique challenges of 
women by compromising our di· 
vine and human rights to live 
within the religious and cultural 
context that we choose." 

Tom Minnery, vice president of 
the Focus on the Family radio min­
istry, said the U.N. women's 
agenda "i&nores marriage with 
men. Husband and wife do not ap­
pear at all. What this document 
encourages, e&SentiallY, is father• 
less families." 

As a result, he said, "women 
are impoy,erisbed, terrorized by 
crime, hopeless for the future, and 
unable to raise and care for cbil• 
dren properly. Fatherless families 
produce children who are resent• 
ful [and who ere.ate] gangster rap 
[and] violence toward women." 

Rep. Andrea Seastrand. Califor­
nia Republican, and Beverly 
LaHaye, president of Concerned 
Women for Am�rica, attacked the 
document for promoting "five gen• 
ders," including homosexuality 
and transsexuality, because of un· 
willingness of U.N. delegations, 
led by the United States', to sup­
port a definition of gender as "only 
male and female." 

Mrs. LaHaye said she knew of 
no "smoking-gun document" from 
confm-ence preparatory meetings 
that declared an "omnisexuality" 
approach but said a pro-homo­
sexual agenda is evident in femi·
Dist literature. 

· · 

"Five genders are not in the doc­
ument, but gender is described as 
socially constructed roles that can 
be.decided at will:'"said Mercedes 
Arzu W ilson, a Guatemalan dele­
gate to the conference and pres· 
ident of Families for the Americas. 

Mrs. El-Fattah said the platform 
"refers to a total restructuring of 
society .away from male-female. 
We know the nuances. We don't 
o·eed a smoking gun." 
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Tinies puts a heavy spin on upcoming UN. Conference on Women

“the ASIL backs the draft platform” 
and to assert that the ASIL is “pit-

posed concern for human rights i 
advance their own narrow ideolo;>g-

the ASIL’s program to provide back­
ground and information on points of

the publication nor Professor Cook's 
analysis constitute an ASIL

■

ical agenda to distort the goals of the 
U.N. world Conference on Women.World Conference on Women,” by 

Professor Rebecca J, Cook is part of

ting” itself against any other orga­
nization.

“The Elimination of Sexual 
Apartheid: Prospects for the Fourth 

FRANCES KISSLING
President
Catholics for a Free Choice 
Washington

law relevant to current international 
events — in this case, the upcoming 
Fourth world Conference on Women.

The focus of Professor Cook's 
analysis is the Draft Platform of 
Action, a UN- document. Neither 

endorsement of the Draft Platform. 
Indeed, it was made clear on page 
vi of the publication that the ASIL 
does not take positions on the mer­
its of the issue.

professor Cock’s analysis pre­
sents a range cf views. Ib take one 
piece out of this scholarly analysis 
— that -of the socialist feminists — 
and to conclude that “the ASIL says 
the root of women’s problems is 
‘subordination’ to men” is a mis­
representation.

religious and pro-life organizations 
that originally were denied accredi­
tation for the Beijing conference, but 
fails to note that Catholics for a Free 
Choice, a pro-choice feminist orga­
nizations, was also temporarily 
denied accreditation due to pressure 
from the Vatican. While according 
credit to Sen. Jesse Helms, the arti­
cle failed to note that the US. dele­
gation and the Clinton administra­
tion were leaders in calling for a 
review by the United Nations of all 
groups denied accreditation.

Opponents of the U.N. World Con­
ference on Women accuse the con­
ference of having a narrow ideolog­
ical. bent. Yet, conservative groups 
like Concerned Women for Ameri­
ca. Family of the Americas Founda­
tion and the Catholic Campaign for 
America are using the neoconserv • 
ative distrust of international orga­
nizations borrowed from Pat 
Buchanan and the John Birch Soci­
ety and are hiding behind a sup- 

‘ its to 

CHARLOTTE KU
Execunve Director
American Society of Internaaonal Law

Washington

The American Society of Inter­
national Law (ASIL) was founded in 
1906 to promote awareness and dis­
cussion of international law and wel­
comes media coverage. I must cor­
rect, however, a number of 
inaccuracies in your July 24 Page 
One article, “Women riled by ‘gen­
der’ agenda.”

The American Society of Inter­
national Law is a membership orga­
nization of 4,300 men and women 
from around the world. It’s_ work 
covers the entire spectrum of inter­
national activity from trade to arms 
control to protection of the environ­
ment and of human rights including 
womens rights. Furthermore, the 
ASIL has a longstanding policy of 
not taking positions on the merits of 
the issues, although it does sponsor 
scholarly research and publications 
It is therefore incorrect to state that 

_ ______ is significant.
» U.S Civil Rights Commission 

member Carl A. Anderson, who 
testified against U.S. participation 
at the conference on human-rights 
grounds, is also vice president for 
public policy at the Knights of 
Columbus and the dean of the John 
Paul II Institute for Studies on 
Marriage and the Family. As such, 
he is an avid defender of the 
Catholic church’s prohibition 
against birth control, abortion, 
divorce and other matters affecting 
the well-being of women to be dis­
cussed in Beijing. Although Mr. 
Anderson, who was the sponsor of 
the commission’s statement, failed 
to point our his affiliation with 
these organizations, such facts are 
important, for they demonstrate 
that he has an ideological interest 
in excluding the United States from 
the Beijing conference regardless 
of its location.

» The article mentions that Con­
cerned Women for America was 
placed on “a no-no list” with other

Reading your coverage of the 
House International Operations and 
Human Rights subcommittee hear­
ing on the UN- World Conference on

Women, one is left with the inaccu­
rate impression that there is broad­
based support for the United States 
to withdraw from the conference 
(“Pressure builds for U.S. to shun 
Beijing meeting." Page One, July 
19). In fact, those who want the 
United States to abandon the World 
Conference on Women have a nar­
row conservative agenda to roll 
back the rights of women and to 
limit the role of women solely to that 
of wife and mother.

In analyzing a potential U.S. with­
drawal from the UN. conference, 
readers should know that:

» Groups supporting U.S. atten­
dance of the World Conference on 
Women include not just women’s 
organizations such as Catholics for 
a Free Choice and the Ms. Founda­
tion, but also groups such as 
Amnesty International, the Inter­
national Human Rights Law Group, 
the National Council cf the Church­
es of Christ in the USA and rhe 
Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church.
■ The Washington Times 

describes Rep. Nancy Pelosi, a sup­
porter of U.S. attendance at the con­
ference as a subcommittee member 
and the chair of the Congressional 
Women’s Caucus, but fails to men­
tion her longtime advocacy of 
human rights in China. The 
endorsement of U.S. attendance 
from such a strong human-rights 
advocate is significant.
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riled by 
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"Socialist feminists have iden­
ttned the social construction of A verbal war betyeen two worn- production and reproduction as en's groups has erupted over • the basis for women's oppression, draft platform for the United N• . ,.,. and have focused attention on the lions Conference on Women lh Bel-· . 19 .. w ..t te ,-. .. my eoclal rel,atlons of gender, ques-JlnR In September. Rodham CHnton debates attending tionJng the validity of roles thatAt the �rt of the maJter 11 the a controversial U.N. women'I fine been ascribed � ffl>fflen and platfom1'11 use of .the word "gen- conference In China. Stoey, A10. men In the private and public der" instead or"sex:• · 

______ __._____ apheres," says the report, written "Gender" appears more than . with a Ford Foundation !Jl'8nt by 200 times In the 121-page draft . tempt by "IOClallst remlnJ-?,s" to · Rebecca J. Cook, a University orconference platform Intended to _elJmlnate "sexual apartheid. 1be Toronto law profeseor.commit governments to speclrlc IWF regards the platform as an "Most feminists see a contrast actions on ·such issues as female affront to traditional family- between sex and gender, In thatpoverty, access by women to edu- oriented women and fears it could sex Is blologlcally determinedcationai opportunities and health lead to a "sexual free-for-all." whereas gender Is socially con-e.are, "gender" inequality, and vlo- In a report "The Elimination of structed."lence and discrimination a1atnst : &exual Apartheid: Prospects for The IWF reporr questions women. • . the Fourth World Conference on · whether the U. S. governmentThe battle pits the American So- Wom,n," the ASIL says the root of should be assisting or promoti!'1g aclety of International Law (ASIL) women's problems is "subordina- gender-based agenda that "re-
against the Independent Women's tion" to men. nects fhe Marxist roots of feml-Forum (IWF). The ASIL bac�s the nlst ideology." draft platform, calling it an at- · see WOMEN, pagt AlO · "Gender perspective Is a com-

� 18ao{Jbtgton lrimee \ 
MONDAY, JULY 24, 1995/ 

prehenme worid view that IC!e9 
every human activity and relation• 
ship as 'socially constructed' so as 
to oppress women:• writes Ellz.a­
beth· e. Lurie, IWF president, in a 
report titled "Exporting Failure: 
The Radical Feminists' U.N. 
Agenda." 

"Not spelled out ln the Platform 
ror Action ltsetr, but much talked 
about behind the scenes (In U.N. 
preparatory meetings for the Bei­
jing oonrerence), Is the notion that 
the world must oome to under­
lta� an 'equality' or 'five gen­
ders u this and other nations' 
Ideal," the report says. 

"The •nw pnden' comprise fe­
male heteroaexuala, male heter­
osexuals, female homosexuals, 
male homosexuals, and transl 
bisexuals. The •equallty' Involved 
ls an idendty of legitimacy regard­
Ing normative sexual behavior -
one reason the document refers al­
most exclusively to 'gender' 
rather than 'sex' (the common un­
derstanding being that there are 
but two sexes)," the report says. 

"A clear lmplli::atlon Is that our 
t1nder1tandln1 or marrla1e · 111d 
the particular legitimacy a1:­
corded to children born In mar­
riage is to be overturned by radical 
reminlst moral dlctat." 

Some feminist theorists aluo 
have referred to a "sixth gender -
omni-sexuality," say members of 
tradJtlonal women's non-gowlTI• 
ment organizations who �ave par­
ticipated In preparatory meetlnl{S 
for the conference Sept. 4 throuKh 
15 In Beijing. 

"They can have llmltless nurn­
bert of .genders:• said Barbara 
Ledeen, executive director of IWF. 
"They are saying that girls are at 
one end [of the spectrum], boys at 
the other. They are saying that 
gender Is socially constructed, so 
you can have as many as you c,m 
Imagine socially. It's a sexual frce­
for-all." 

The ASIL, which claims 4,500 
members in 100 countries, sup­
ports a U. N. -imposed "gender 
analysis" or laws and government 
policies In all count�es - a dis-

puled Pro¥.., ct tt. .......
conterence platrorm. . 

"The mandate of the if9s Bef. 
.. Jina conference 11 to accelerate 

the process that lbrmallr began In
1975" with lntematlona Women's 
Year to bring about "the emancipa­
tion of women" through equal rep­
resentatloh In gOYetnmental, cor­
porate, diplomatic and religious 
leadership positions, along with 
affirmative government action on 
a 1lobal scale to bring about "gen­
der" equality and diversity, the 
ASIL report says. 

The IWF, which claims 500 
members throughout the United 
States and several foreign coun­
tries, says the upcoming women's 
conference Is dominated by "ultra­
radical feminists" who are are 
anti-womanhood, anti-marriage, 
anti-family, and even man-haters. 

"The words 'mother,' 'father,' 
'wife,' and 'husband' do not appear 
anywhere In the platform . .. .  The 
definition of the family ls fluid. 
Indeed, any notion that the con­
cept of the family Includes men Is 
altogether missing. 
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A travCSty of� U.N. summit· 

J
ust think-a � of American ladies packing
concealed Bibles and inV11dina the land of 800· 
less Communism. 'Ibis could be considered sub­

version ot the highest order by the KOVCtnment in 
BeiJini, which mi8ht be forced to take severe pre­
cautions. 

That's the messaue put out by the SUilll �purl• 
bltJlt on Tuesday, which warned prospective dele­
&1� t.o the U.N. womoa1!3confereoce in C2in.a. sched­
uled for September. that they could get themselves 
iil1o er,niP.tmlthJe if they trytosoread the Good Word. 
obeervt: rdigious practices or meet in small�-

In fact,.they could be slapped into jai� all in oocor­
dance with Cltinese Jaw. Nor snowa any American 
found in �onof an illeuu} Bible �nmch 
.b')'ULpH.lby Ctuu the U.S. govanmcnt, � A. 
Rogers, State Department director of consular
affairs, told � alarmed audiE>nM Sit A hrifflnii. "We 
caDIKJt guarantee your safety, we cannot =tee 
the 8afety of Ame� gOt1lg to � 
that indude the fint lady, who �d the mer1-
can. delegation? It certmn1y applied in the case of 
bWnan l1gbt5 activist Hurry WUi au Awerbn ciJ:i. 
zen, who is being held <ln trumped up chargei and 
who c.ould fooe the "'-th penalty for hi» diliaenca in 
exposing Cbioe8e slave labor. .. 

Ewo before � fairly hair-rai&ina warnings, 
the.re was good ,:,:ason to be skeptical of the UN. 
women'5 OOQfcrence, which is expecred to brina 
mote than 3.5,UOO women from all over the world to 
discuss women'$ issues and equality in the country
that alone MJODg na.tioos bas mud¢ toreed abortion
and female sterilization officinl policy. Still, this is 
bcyaud the pale. 

AB House Speaker Newt Gingrich told witor.1 
and reporters of The� Times ye&erday, 
scriowi consideratioo 5bouJ.d be given to movmg the 
con!erenoeoutof&ijing. "I just think IM i� Outl
we havt: tu gu Hild 11u1Jtiidi1.i:: a .dlct.atonship while
� our own people that you may be at risk by 
� normal bUDW\ rights rn.am a tr>IAl rnndc­
ery. And I think we ought to �yto the Chinese-we· 

oweittotbe CbiDPS' to be adults. We believeinfree­
<hn. We think freedom is imp0rtant To the dewee 
you are a dictatorship, you are less rhan a full part-
ner in the world order.' 
. 1bere have in tict been nwnerous warning signs 
over the pa.qt months that the U.N. women\; summit
ls lieveloping in �ry curioua WBfB iDdccd. On tho
mostbasicleYel, one stumbliug block bas been logi.9-
tics. Concerned about ttie [\t"P#.rr.r. of tl".n.� of fhou. 
saDds of fureign women with �e notions in Bei­
.iina, tbeleademrlp decided to move the tna;ority of 
them cu oftbe way, wa-a--a-y out of the WaY. to a small 
rural town, which appears not even to hllve an assem­
bly ball lari.-e enough .ll,r lht: waU1es·i11g, let alouc �uf­
ftcient hotel nxxns or infrastructure. What qi.any of
tho particlpBnts may not even have nalm!d yet is that
there are actuwly two events going on simultane­
ously: One is the official UN. conference and the 
other, more numerous ooe, a meeting of non-aov-
eI1l11'.IWt1tl 0tganizations (NGOs). It's the second one 
that'$ being shuffled out of the wa,y. 
· Then there's the question ot'the content of the sum­

mit dcclare.tiona. C.003Q"VUt:ivc Ame1i.can wom41n'S 
KJ'OUPS have QODlplained that a radical •nda is 
bdna writtJ.m intn the dreuments, which besJ)eak of 
b rightB ot the various fiYe "genders" - to wit, 
bomoeewals, bisexuals and transsemals. &a wen as
males and f.emales. Need.less to say, tt>is i.s cawnng
no small amount of consternation among less 
"adwOCt,l)" wiliuus who lltill quaiatly beUeve that 
mankind i5 divided into two sexes, men and women.
Ful'ther, the Va.� bas bet-fl voe.at in ,�ritl�i'7fog how 
tbe conference's o�rs de-emphasize - and 
even denun-ate-thc family and women's tradition­
al l'Ole as mothers and nurture�. 

It is all very odd and sounds ra� disturbing. 
deariy, there are rar ben�r w�ys for U1.e United 
Nations, and tor this country, to use the millions of 
dollars c.xpcndcd on tbt+ U.N. summit racb:rt, end­
leSBly movable feast that it is. If the women'S am• 
rerence i.ci not moved out of' Chinn; U.S. participation 
oll{:ht to be withdrawn. 

M 
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First lady(Hillary Rodham Clinton} 

ange goals trahscendpolitics
PAGE EDIT First lady(Hillary Rodham ClintonJ
Let long-range goals transcendpolitics —
HE United Nations conference on women, planned in September in Beijing, is 
under sudden, new assault. The foot soldiers are members of Congress out to
7 ’ite their human rights agenda, punish China, and deny first lady Hillary

..aam Clinton an international role as a women's advocate.
The conference is in danger of becoming a victim of our worsening 

relations with China, which have taken a distinctly chilly turn with the 
imprisonment of Harry Wu, a Chinese American who is a prisoner's rights 
activist.

In retaliation, Wu's wife has demanded that we refuse to send a delegation 
to the U.N. conference or, at a minimum, prevent the first lady from lending 
her prestige and visibility to the event by leading the delegates.

Congressional conservatives, including House Speaker Newt Gingrich, have 
joined the public outcry by threatening to defund and thus pull the plug on 
U.S. participation in the Beijing conference. Accusing President Clinton of 
"'appeasement,'' Senate Foreign Relations Chairman Jesse Helms, R-N.C., and 
others have demanded an end to China's current favorable trade status as well.

Gingrich also has called for recognition of Taiwan, the ultimate 
diplomatic insult to China. He hastily reversed himself, however, after a 
lecture from former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger about the wisdom of 
maintaining our present one-China policy.

Business interests being all-powerful these days, Congress is not likely 
to refuse renewal of China's ""most favored nation'' trading status simply to 
make a symbolic protest.

But the women's conference is more vulnerable because it already was a 
target of conservatives angered by what they saw as a liberal agenda that 
encouraged sexual freedom. Among other complaints, they said that the agenda 
fails to promote the joys of child-rearing over those of economic independence 
a--’ full legal rights. (The basic whine: Motherhood isn't mentioned often

igh in official documents.)
The Vatican has promised a fight aimed at substituting pro-life, 

anti-abortion language for proposed words encouraging family planning. This 
would repeat the struggle at the last U.N. women's conference 10 years ago, 
which pro-life forces lost.

The U.S. Christian movement has yet another grievance. It was offended by 
a State Department diplomatic advisory to delegates that said that taking 
Bibles to the conference in atheist China might anger the hosts. But in truth, 
China has gone out of its way to gin up the fuss. It has been isolationist, 
irritating, obstructionist, and openly obnoxious. Relations are, in fact, at a 
dangerously low point overall.

China nearly derailed the conference earlier this year by imposing severe 
logistical restrictions. The real problem, however, is that China is behaving 
more like a renegade nation than a responsible member of the global community. 
Not only has it detained Wu and refused to discuss its human rights abuses. 
But it is alleged to have sold dangerous chemical and missile-related 
technology to Iran, and it has demanded that Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui 
never be allowed in this country again.

President Clinton is sticking to a policy of keeping up diplomatic and 
trade relations with China, hoping as George Bush did before him that once the 
leadership succession has been settled, China will move peacefully and more 
sensibly into the 21st Century.

At the moment, the administration still plans to send an American 
delegation, led by U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Albright, to the Beijing 
conference. But whether the first lady goes is not to be decided until the 
? t minute.

Her presence would be good for the conference, adding to its visibility 
and durability. The United Nations gets around to women's rights only every 10 
years, after all, and the importance of its long-range goals should transcend 
momentary national political pique.



China Critics Find U.N. Conference There an Inviting Target

' 'We

WASHINGTON (AP)
deteriorate, 
t
1

As Sino-American relations continue to 
critics looking for ways to discredit China are trying 

abotage an upcoming U.N. women's conference in Beijing, an 
ay extravaganza with a cast of tens of thousands.
China believes a successful conference will enhance its 

international prestige. But key U.S. lawmakers are finding it an 
inviting target. Thus far, the Clinton administration has done 
nothing to interfere with the conference.

House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., wants a change of venue out 
of concern that China might restrict free expression. He also has 
raised the possibility of congressional action to cancel funding 
for the U.S. delegation.

As a third option, Gingrich is recommending the United States 
boycott the proceedings if China refuses to release 
Chinese-American dissident Harry Wu. He joined with five colleagues 
Thursday in making that appeal to President Clinton. Among them was 
GOP presidential hopeful Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., who said, 
cannot remain silent in the face of outrageous conduct.••

Wu, a veteran human rights activist and a resident of 
California, was arrested June 19 and faces charges of illegally 
obtaining secret documents and other offenses. The Clinton 
administration is giving high priority to the case and is demanding 
his release. U.S.-China ties also are plagued by disputes over arms 
proliferation, trade, Taiwan and human rights.

State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns said that with less 
than two months before the conference, it would be impractical to 
move the meeting to another country. He noted that preparations 
have been under way for years, and that China was the consensus
< ice of the United Nations during the Bush administration to host 
t._- meeting.

On Wednesday, Wu's wife suggested that Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
honorary chairwoman of the U.S. delegation, turn down an invitation 
to attend the conference. White House spokesman Mike McCurry said 
Mrs. Clinton's participation still was not yet decided.

The conference opens Sept. 4 and is expected to draw some 36,000 
delegates. The draft action plan calls for progress in women's 
educational, economic and health concerns.

Gingrich had suggested an alternate site following a reported 
warning by a State Department official, quoted in The Washington 
Times, that American delegates could be arrested and imprisoned if 
they take Bibles into China.

Asked about the Times report. Burns said China when it agreed to 
host the conference undertook a responsibility to respect the human 
rights of the participants and to allow free expression.

''And it would be illogical and unreasonable to assert that 
Americans could not bring Bibles to an international conference," 
he said.

The official quoted by Gingrich said through an aide that the 
Times took her remarks out of context. There was no attempt to 
discourage delegates from taking personal Bibles to China, only a 
caution against bringing several Bibles into China for the purpose 
of proselytizing the local population, the aide said. 
APNP-07-14-95 0840EDT
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Sen. Paul Simon opposes a law 
barring his job recommendations.
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Barely A.D.
One senator is going to great 

lengths to “provide a bit of per­
spective” of the immensity of the 
federal debt, which at the close 
of business Friday stood at ex­
actly $4,933,039,330,339.52.

Since most citizens cannot con-

Law breaker
Sen. Paul Simon, Illinois Demo­

crat, says Congress “made a mis­
take” when it enacted a law pro­
posed by the Senate
Governmental Affairs Committee 
that bars members of Congress 
from writing job recommenda­
tions.

And it’s no wonder. Mr. Simon 
wrote a letter not long ago to 
Health and Human Services Sec­
retary Donna E. Shalala, which 
reads:

“Dear Donna: I am enclosing a 
resume for Dennis Gowie, 
who was a hospital administrator 
in Washington, D.C., until the new 
administration here took over.

“I do not know him well, but he 
lives in the same apartment 
building that Jeanne and I live in, 
and he makes an excellent im­
pression and has a superior back­
ground.

“I don’t know where or if you 
are able to use someone with his 
background’in your administra­
tion, but I think his background 
is so rich in the health care ad­
ministration field that he is wor­
thy of consideration.

“Cordially, Paul Simon.”
Not long after he sent the let­

ter to HHS, “I got the letter back 
with a letter saying I violated the 
law,” Mr. Simon acknowledged 
this week.

“This is a law that is ridic­
ulous,” he complained. “I think 
we ought to get rid of it.”

much for the PETA pig, who less 
than a half-hour into lunch shed 
the costume.

Having attended the lunch, we 
can say to PETA that a carrot 
doesn’t take to a biin like a 
smoked kielbasa with mustard.

ceive of a billion anything, let 
alone a trillion, Sen. Jesse Helms, 
North Carolina Republican, 
pointed out that “a billion min­
utes ago, the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ had occurred not long be- 
c_____

. ...

More to life
Senate Majority Leader Bob

Dole has issued a warning to sen­
ators who continue to drag their

Political sell
Politicians — mostly former

ones, that is — are appearing 
quite frequently on TV these
days, and not for the reasons 
we’re used to.

Instead of making campaign 
promises, former Democratic
Govs. Ann Richards of Texas and 
Mario Cuomo of New York were 
busy this year making commer­
cials for Doritos tortilla chips, 
which aired during the Super 
Bowl.

Now, Jack Kemp, a former 
housing secretary and congress­
man, has appeared recently on 
screen to tout Investors Business 
Daily, a newspaper he enjoys 
reading so much that he made 
the commercial for free. 

“For a long time, we weren’t 
even aware he was taking the pa­
per; we never kept track of who 
our subscribers might be,” Kathy 
Sherman, the newspaper’s direc­
tor of public relations, said in a 
telephone interview.

But after the newspaper pub­
lished a series of in-depth arti­
cles on health care, Mr. Kemp re­
peatedly was heard quoting from 
the features.

“We then became aware that 
he found the paper useful, that it 
was even a first read for him,” 
noted Ms. Sherman. “In fact, if 
the paper didn’t- come, we heard 
about it. So we made dam sure 
we got it there.”

Ms. Sherman said Mr. Kemp is 
just one of about 20 “influential 
leaders” in the business and fi­
nancial world who agreed to ap­
pear in commercials for the Los 
Angeles-based newspaper, “a 
campaign to show that if these 
guys are reading the paper, 
maybe you ought to be reading it 

. as well.” *
She said Investors Business 

Daily is ranked as the fastest- 
growing newspaper in the coun- 

' try with an 83 peitent increase in 
circulation over the last five 
years.

«■ ' ■ '

Tb which senators on both 
sides of the aisle erupted in 
laughter.
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_______ Burp!_______
More than a dozen members of 

People for the Ethical TYeatment 
of Animals (PETA), one dressed 
in a pig’s costume being chased 
by another wielding a plastic 
hatchet, protested outside the
Rayburn House Office Building '• 
yesterday, where in the courtyard 
behind them Congress members 
and their staffs pigged out at the 
annual Hot Dog Lunch. 

“Hey congressmen, drop your
fork, eat veggies instead of pork,” 
the PETA people chahted. It was

feet before the customary"August obvious that the heat was too
recess. L' " ' ' '

“There are already people
complaining about not getting a
full August recess and there are
probably going to be more and
more complaints as we get closer
to August 4,” the Kansas Repub­
lican noted this week.

“But if we want to spend more
time than we should,” he said, “do
not be coming around to the ma­
jority leader saying, ‘Oh, you
can’t take away our August re­
cess.’ I do not want to take away
anything. I have a lot of places I
can go in August, other than Iowa
and New Hampshire.”

y
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Forcus on the Family ministry headquarters in Colorado Springs, Colo.

I meet fairly regularly with
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“Z will not be making 
statements as we get 
closer to the election,” 
Mr. Dobson said in a 
session with reporters 
last week.

Stye 1# a^ington (£tme$
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Pro-family Dobson avoids partisanship
Politicians find
impact impressive

For all the political engage­
ments on issues, Mr. Dobson says 
his $100 million annual ministry is 
not well understood.

“It’s very complicated,” he says, 
countering the allusions that he is 
purely a public-policy guru.

Only $4 million of the budget 
goes to public-policy work, and the 
public-policy magazine Citizen, 
with a circulation of 139,000, is a 
mere shadow of the 2 million sub­
scriber family-advice monthly Fo­
cus on the Family.

More than 50 ministries operate 
from the complex on 40 acres 
here. But the most consuming for 
the 1,200 employees is answering 
the 230,000 letters and phone calls 
that arrive each week. The appeals 
are for prayers, family wisdom, 
crisis counseling and help in finan­
cial emergencies.

Mr. Dobson calls it an “emotion- 
to-emotion" ministry that talks 
with a vast constituency — the 
same approach he began with in a 
two room office in Pasadena, Calif. 

The phone calls and letters he 
used to get, he says, were about 
' ' ‘--------- _„j

cent policy letter that talked'about spouses bickering.
money with not a trace of values. “Now a much higher percent- 

Senate Majority Leader Bob age of the mail has to do with child 
Dole, Kansas Republican, has
asked Mr. Dobson to lead a task  
force on family and welfare re- the unraveling of the social order 
form, with a report due in Septem- r"'ar '>«’”•
ber.

Besides Mr. Dole, who did not, 
travel here, Mr. Dobson has met 
with four other GOP presidential 
hopefuls — Sen. Phil Gramm of
Texas, former Tennessee Gov.
Lamar Alexander, syndicated col­
umnist Pat Buchanan and radio’ 
talk-show hoskAlan Keyes, a for­
mer Reagan administration offi­
cial.

over time,” he says. '
1 he ministry last week issued a 

statement decrying the Fourth 
World Conference on Women, say­
ing its agenda is to legitimize five 
different genders — and Mr. Dob­
son will take the issue onto his vast 
airwaves beginning Monday.

“It’s anti-family from the first to 
the last,” he says of the 120-page 
draft document for the Beijing 
event in September.

By Larry Witham
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. —
Nestled at the foot of the Rocky
Mountains and nearby Pulpit

| Rock, a new brick complex boast­
ing 10,000 tours a year has drawn 
four Republican presidential can­
didates in recent months.

It is the home of James Dobson’s
national radio, counseling and
print ministry, Focus on the Fam­
ily, and the visits are one more il­
lustration of his growing role as a
kingmaker for family values.

Anyone with a database of 3.5
million supporters, 2 million of
them magazine subscribers, and
who talks to millions on the radio
each week would be a sure can­
didate for friendship with high-

,1 ’’es politicians.
at Mr. Dobson, 59, says he has

— ambition to play a role in the
political- game.

What he’ll do with zeal, he says,
is give the nation and the candi­
dates the same biblical advice he
has put on the airwaves since 1977,

J when he quit a University of
I Southern California post in pediat- 

rics and psychology to minister to James Dobson reaches millions of listeners from his radio station at
families and their problems. F

“I will not be making statements ----------- ----------------------------------
as we get closer to the election,”
Mr. Dobson said in a session with
reporters here last week. But he he is partisan, some note that he
repeated his argument that the Re- has remained his own man by tak-
publican Party’s leadership is shy- ing a strong point of view that
ing from moral issues “as if the criticizes both political parties.
only thing Americans care about Mr. Dobson says President Clin-
is money.” ton’s speech last week on- school

“The first politician who articu- prayer and religious freedom was
lates that [moral] concern is going “disingenuous” by merely “stat-
to have more support than he ing the law as it already is.” More-
knows what to do with,” Mr. Dob- over, the president was trying to
son says. “reinvent himself the 100th time.”

He believes the Rev. Jerry Fal- Mr. Clinton had even mentioned
well and Pat Robertson made “a Mr. Dobson recently in a speech on
great mistake” in taking sides by values, mistakenly refering to him
endorsing George Bush for pres- as “reverend.”
ident. And he doesn’t rule out votes Focus on the Family will not
going to some form of third party send representatives to.the Demo-
again in 1996 if religious conserva- cratic or Republican national con-.
lives don’t find a home in a politi- ventions. But in one sense Mr. Dob-
cal camp. son doesn’t need a floor presence.

Yet in the face of charges that “I meet fairly regularly with

M

k

Bi

«

[House] Speaker Newt Gingrich,”
he says. 

He chides Mr. Gingrich for a re- children sucking" thumbs and

money with not a trace of values. “Now a much°higher percent-

abuse and psychological prob­
lems. ... You can just about watch
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World Bank Plans Small Loans to Poor

ton.

.Innds

In Possible Signal, China Releases an Ailing Dissident
jing and Washington is the fate of 
Harry Wu, the American citizen and 
former Chinese political prisoner 
who has been charged with spying 
after entering China in June. Mr. 
Zhang said this weekend’s release 
could be a way of broaching the issue 
of Mr. Wu, who had previously docu­
mented prison conditions in China.

At the same time, Mr. Zhang said, 
China sometimes paroles political 
prisoners who are seriously ill be­
cause the authorities fear being held 
responsible if prisoners die in custo­
dy.

Asked if he thought his release had 
anything to do with American-Chi­
nese relations, Mr. Yang said: “It’s 
possible. It would be a way for China 
to gain sunding in the international 
community, by treating people in a 
proper legal way."

Robin Munro, who monitors Chi­
na’s treatment of political prisoners 

group would meet again in January 
1996 to allocate funds.

"The bank is the only one of the 
financial institutions that works on a 
global basis rather than a regional 
basis,” Mr. Serageldin said in an 

By SETH FAISON

BEIJING, July 16 - China freed a 
prominent dissident this weekend, 
and human rights advocates are tak­
ing his release as a signal that Chi­
nese leaders may be willing to take a 
softer stand in their diplomatic dis­
pute with the United States.

Yang Zhou, 51, the best-known dis­
sident in Shanghai, was allowed to 
return to his home on Saturday, ap­
parently because he is in poor health. 
Mr. Yang said today that prison doc­
tors had diagnosed a tumor in his 
throat but that he did not know if it 
was cancerous or benign.

Speaking by telephone in a 
strained whisper, and sounding like 
someone in considerable pain, Mr. 
Yang said he hoped to go overseas 
for medical treatment because he 
did not trust doctors in China to give 
him proper care.

As China’s first political prisoner 

He said the program was “new to
the extent that we’ve never done this 
before, but it’s not an abandonment
of our philosophy” of working 
through governments of developing
countries. 

The program will tap the success- Development Fund, the Intemation- 
.. a] Fund {or Agricultural Develop­

ment, the African and Asian Devel-

complement to the current efforts” 
in its development aid.

In addition to the World Bank, 
prospective donors include the Unit­
ed States Agency for International 
Development, the United Nations 
Development Program and Capital

 Dominican Republic and Colombia.
The most prominent of them, the 

Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, had 
assisted two million cooperative 
members of the bank, most of them 
women with families, as of last year. 
The bank’s loans, which average 
$100, help poor people support them­
selves by livestock and poultry-rais­
ing, handicrafts, shopkeeping or 
trading.

The World Bank’s charter re­
quires it to channel financial assist­
ance through governments. The 
bank, which has been accused of not 
reaching those who most need help, 

- —  described its new effort to help the 
telephone interview from Washing- po°r more directly as “an important

for Asia Watch in Hong Kong, noted 
that Beijing’s attitude toward dissi­
dents had been particularly stem' in 
recent weeks.

“It’s odd timing,” Mr. Munro said, 
adding that he was unsure if Mr. 
Yang’s release was a diplomatic sig­
nal. “It's possible. He’s No. 1 in 
Shanghai, but not that well known 
internationally."

Kept at a labor camp in Dafeng 
County, about 150 miles north of 
Shanghai, since he was apprehended 
in May 1994, Mr. Yang said he suf­
fered from constant fever and from 
kidney problems and had become 
unable to eat more than small 
amounts of food because of the pain 
in his esophagus.

In October Mr. Yang, a longtime 
activist who helped to set up a hu­
man rights group in Shanghai, was 
sentenced without a trial to three 
years’ imprisonment.

es that specialized local banks have
experienced in making modest  
loans, often without collateral, to opment Banks and the governments 
poor applicants in countries like of Canada, France and the Nether- 
Bangladesh, Kenya, Indonesia, the

Direct help for 
people in developing 

countries to set up 
small businesses.

to be released in months, a time 
during which several other well- 
known dissidents have been appre­
hended, Mr. Yang may represent a 
hint that-Beijing wants to stop the 
free fall that its relations with Wash­
ington have suffered in recent 
weeks.

Zhang Weiguo, a journalist who 
was jailed in Shanghai after the de­
mocracy movement was crushed in 
1989, said the handling of dissidents 
was a sensitive issue in the power 
struggle among leaders anticipating 
the death of Deng Xiaoping, China’s 
paramount leader.

"At this point in Chinese politics, 
each small step has something to do 
with the larger situation,” said Mr. 
Zhang, who now lives in Berkeley, 
Calif. Mr. Yang’s release, he said, 
looks like a gesture to the Ameri­
cans.

The thorniest issue between Bei­

By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN

UNITED NATIONS, July 14 — 
The World Bank is leading a drive to 
raise more than $200 million from 
international donors to provide 
small loans to help poor people start 
their own businesses in developing 
countries.

Donors met on June 27 and 28 at 
the World Bank in Washington and 
created a group to oversee the pro­
gram, which would provide the mon­
ey to local banks that specialize in 
loans, training and advice to help 
poor people achieve self-sufficiency. 

The loans would be as small as 
$100 and would be repaid with mod­
est interest in as little as a year, 
generating capital forother borrow­
ers. The group estimates that the 
$200 million in cash and programs 
pledged so far could finance credit 
for a million prospective entrepre­
neurs a year.

No money is available yet, be­
cause the agreement is awaiting ap­
proval from governing boards of the 
donor institutions. Ismail Seragel­
din, the group's chairman and a vice 
president at the World Bank, said the
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er on the drafting commission, mobi-

I

politics,” said Mark Brzezinski, a 
constitutional scholar who special­

shrining the principles of a demo­
cratic state.

“To make sure institutions control

- ByJANEPERLEZ
WARSAW, July 16 - As' Poland 

has worked over the last four years 
to write a new constitution, the Ro­
man Catholic Church has become 
intimately involved in the process, 
wielding decisive influence on some 
important provisions.

Shrinking Gap Between  
Church and Polish State 

tion, with Pope John Paul II, who is 
Polish, behind it. Now the church is 
pushing to transform that moral vic­
tory into lasting political gains.

Priests have campaigned for poli-
1 the

it will

tial election this year.
Under the surface of the church’s 

activities is a general anxiety that
Poland may slip its moorings as a Conference*
traditional Catholic culture, said Jan ,
Tumau, the religion editor of Po-—~------------------------------ — -
land’s largest daily, Gazeta Wy- draft word>ng that was intended to 
borcza. Catholic leaders fear that Protect the rights of homosexuals 
the country could go the way of unsatisfactory to the church, 
largely secularized Western Europe, “Does i£ t*18211 W8 will legalize lesbi- 
and that the church could become an and marriages and then we 
politically marginalized. wil! ^ave 10 allow them to take im-

The Catholic Church here “is very P°rtaat Posts ancl bring up chil- 
allergic to this separation of church dran?” tlie Bishop asked, 
and state,” said Jerzy Turowicz, the mor8 conservative colleagues, 
influential editor of the independent who have ^e dominant voice among 
Catholic weekly, Tygodnik Pows- the 114 archbishops and bishops who 
zechny, in Cracow. make up the Polish Bishops Confer-
. The church’s political successes ence>, have gone further, denouncing 
here are manifold. Priests and nuns the draft document as “nihilistic.” 
teach religion in public schools even T^le objections by the church have 
though many parents and teachers unsettled members of the constitu- 
have raised objections. The church tiona' commission, some of whom 
has won back vast amounts of prop- say ^at they fear that the drafting 
erty confiscated by the Communists, Process will be prolonged even fur- 
although successive Governments ther ‘“This is the behavior of an 
have failed to pass a general law on msthoUon that doesn’t know how to 
the restitution of such property. And, behave in changed circumstances,” 
after an era of legal, widely avail- said Jerzy Ciemniewski, a commis- 
able abortion under Communism, sion member.
the church lobbied for and won the But the head of the commission, 
adoption of one of Europe’s most Aleksander Kwasniewski, a former 
restrictive abortion laws. Communist and the presidential can-

During the vote on the abortion didate currently leading in the polls, 
law, members of the Catholic clergy does not want t0 antagonize the 
attended sessions of Parliament, and
in general politicians have shown
that they listen closely to the lobby­
ing and other pressure exerted by 
the church.

Now, the church is focusing its 
attention on the new constitution. Six 
years after the fall of Communism,
Poland still lacks a document en-

church. He has said compromise 
was possible on all provisions.

At a meeting in the episcopate’s 
headquarters with Bishop Pieronek, 
Mr. Kwasniewski yielded on describ­
ing the church’s relationship to the 
state, agreeing to strike a phrase 
that would have characterized it as 
“neutral.”

In driving so hard, though, the 
church is relying on parishioners 
who do not necessarily agree with 
such a high political profile. Poles 
have a deep attachment to the Cath­
olic religion. Churches are still 
crowded with standing-room-only 
congregations on Sundays though at­
tendance is down from the 1980’s.

But a survey published recently 
indicated that while 72 percent of 
those who were interviewed said 
they trusted the church, 69 percent 
said they believed the church was 
too involved in national politics.

Surveys also indicate that more 
than half of the country’s Catholics 
say the abortion laws should be lib­
eralized, although 58 percent say re­
ligion should be taught in the schools.

tiCians from the pulpit, and 
churcnhas-suggested that it

in public schools.
Bishop Tadeusz Pieronek, the gen­

eral secretary of the Polish Bishops
, who represents the

moderate wing of the church, said 

In Poland, the
Catholic Church

f The church has an official observ- fleXCS itS mUSCleS. 

lizing the bishops into action on po­ 

tential problems.
■ Displeased with the trend of the 
draft document, the church has  
threatened to urge its members to politics you need a constitution, and 
vote against the constitution when it that has ye[ t0 h in p H h 
is put before the public. r1'
; Under Communism, the church
was an institutional pillar of opposi- izes in Poland

In the discussions over the consti­
tution, the church got its way on 
wording describing the relationship 
between church and state. Now it 
says it wants constitutional provi­
sions that protect the rights of the 
unborn and that make clear that
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**DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION ONLY^

WHY IS THE UNITED STATES GOING TO BEIJING 9

The Fourth World Conference on Women

draft; 2/10/95 ;GHillinan;KHendrix

- is the first opportunity since 1985 to call worldwide attention to the 

increasingly unportant and changing roles that women now play in their 

countries’ political and economic institutions.

- will shape public opinion and policy worldwide concerning the status of 

women and girls, with respect to equality of opportunity and access to 

education, health care, employment, economic security and personal safety 

from violence.

- will set an agenda for equality and partnership between men and women in 

the next century, one that will advance an environment in which women and 

men can acknowledge their interdependence and work together to build a just 

society based on stable democracies and economies.

- provides US citizens an opportunity to work in partnership with the US 

govciimieul, as individuals and thiougli non-governmental organizations, to 
shape their government’s policies and priorities for advancing equality for 

women and girls in all facets of life; a process that has already begun.

- being held in Beijing, China, gives the US government and non­

governmental organizations a critical opportunity to restate our strong stance 

for human rights, particularly women’s human rights, in China and throughout 

the world.

larged —
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DRAFT DISCUSSION PAPER** - NOT FOR CIRCULATION

I. Target Audience

- Elected and other public officials who have constituencies 

II. Historical context

- Evolution of women’s equality in US

Women and men who share common values about women’s equality bemg 

necessary for economic security and a just society (stable democracies) 

- Subgroups
- Print journalists, reporters, editorial writers - particularly 

“home town” newspapers 

- Previous World Conferences on Women (1975 in Mexico City, 1980 in 

Copenhagen, 1980 in Nairobi) and other UN policy meetings (1992 Earth 

Summit in Rio, 1993 Human Rights Conference in Vienna, 1994 Population 

and Development Conference in Cairo, 1995 Social Summit in Copenhagen)

- Opinion leaders at local, state and regional levels, particularly heads 

of organizations 

- A cut of the general public who are aware (read newspapers and 

magazines, watch and listen to television and radio talk shows, 

participate in community and/or political activities, are active with an 

organized entity or institution in their “community”)

MESSAGE ABOUT WOMEN’S GLOBAL ISSUES AND FOURTH 

WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

\ 1
JI / u L_J_
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III Consensus Issues 

- Education/Health/Reaffirmation of agreements reached at Cairo Conference

- Families

- Economic Security

- Violence and personal safety

2

Women in all parts of rhe world need access to (decent-paying) jobs, 

family benefits, food and housing 

- Interwoven throughout are themes of political power, social justice, 

equality and shared values of men and women working together to achieve a 

balanced and just society, and women as full partners in leadership/decision 

making positions.

Use Cairo language/emphasize that women and girls around the world 

need access to education and adequate health care so they can fulfill their 

responsibilities in providing/carmg for themselves and their families, and in 

contributing to overall economy of community and countty through 

employment and volunteer work.

Women play a vital role in sustaining families worldwide. Too many 

women must raise children and care for the elderly on their ow. Fathers 

must be held accountable for child-bearing and child-rearing, including 

economic support of children. At the same time, mothers need full equality in 

pay and both parents need family support systems that enable them to balance 

family and work responsibilities.

From battered women in the United States to the thousands of 

impoverished women living in refugee camps, women and girls of every 

class, race and ethnicity are subject to violence and its aftermath.



MEMORANDUM

TO:

Emily Tynes, CCMCFROM:

February 9, 1995DATE:

Budget for Media PlanRE:

7nn Wachinntnn DC 20005-4707 202/682-1270 FAX 202/682-2154

Lkl

Linda, I did not include a figure for the staff time associated with the research. I am clear 
on the cost of staff time related to the focus groups, but not the poll.

Linda Tarr-Whelan, Center for Policy Alternatives 
Lynn Cutler, Kamber Group

Finally, I am very sorry, but I am unable to attend tomorrow’s meeting. Gertrude Mongolia 
is speaking in Atlanta next week and I will be tied up tomorrow working on a reception, 
press and funder meetings. Please provide any additions or revisions in the morning, and I 
will get clean copies to you in time for the meeting.

Lynn, I was not certain that your time was included in the regional meeting figures, so you 
will need to add those figures. Also, please let me know whether other figures were 
omitted.

Here is the draft budget for media outreach. You will note that it includes media outreach, 
but none of the fundraising and social events that were discussed at the State Department as 
that is not CCMC’s area of expertise. I think that Teresa should map out those events and 
add them to the budget. She will have a better idea of what the State Department will be 
able to accomplish in that area than Kathy or I.

I sense that Teresa is looking for a fairly comprehensive budget. The basic elements of a 
media outreach effort are included in this budget. However, I don’t think we can go much 
further without the results of the research; we also need to see what develops at PrepComm 
(media and otherwise).

media center

- i I KIXAf C. Jia



MEDIA OUTREACH BUDGET/WCW 

Research (Feb-March) 
Review of existing data 
Focus Groups 
Center for Policy Alternatives Staff 

Citiun's Guide 
Writing and Editing 
Production 
Printing 

Media Outreach Through and During PrepComm 
CCMC Staff and Expenses 
CCMC Staff and Expenses PTepComm 

through WCW (including travel and 
accomendations) 

Editorial Board Meetinp (May - August) 
Travel-3 people@ $1,500 per person 
for 5 meetings 

Freelance Writer 
Printing/Publications 

Press releases and media mailing to 
small groups of journalists and reporters 
two maUing,/month 

Media Tracking and clipping service 
9 mos. (March - Nov.) @ 700/month 

Conference/Meetinss 

5,000 
40,000 
35,000 

10,000 

7,000 
8,000 

5,000 
5,000 

15,000 

15,000 

46,000 
22,500 

5,000 
12,000 

6,300 

5,000 
Press briefings, luncheon sessions, one-on-one 
meetings with journalists 

Regional Town Meetln&s 
( 4 Meeting, @ $40,000) 
Overall Logistics and Set-up 

of Meeting (OutSide Consultant) 
Travel and Expenses 
Media Outreach 
Logistics of Hall Reception 

15,000 
S,000 

5-10, 000
5-10,000

• 

80,000 

$25,000 

25,000 

• 

160,000 

•
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30,000Postage/Courier

15,000Travel (for media and constituency outreach)

$446.800TOTAL

$ Td. 40-3

Two mailings/month to 1,500 reporters (March-Aug) 
Miscellaneous op-eds, speeches, testimonies and

other written materials
Final Version of Press kit
Citizens Guide


