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China: Worries over her trip to a women’s summit

HUGE HANDPAINTED BANNER HANGS
across the highway outside Huairou,
China: “Expect Everything Will Turn
Out As You Wish.” Don’t count on it.
More than 25.000 delegates to the unofficial
part of the Fourth World Conference on
Women will start arriving in Huairou this
week. and this muddy town 90 minutes out-
side Beijing is probably not what they ex-
pected at all. Even the shirtless workers
erecting circus tents in the center of

1 town don't think they’ll be ready in time.
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Several buildings don't have electricity yet.
The “residential sites” are little better than
marine barracks, with five beds to a room,
plus a rickety fan. “Motel 6 is better than
this,” said a Western diplomat on an inspec-
tion tour.

China exiled the nongovernmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) to this obscure town
precisely to avoid trouble. Instead, Beijing
may end up creating its own worst night-
mare: a big group of angry feminists with
some particular gripes about China. Ironi-
cally, that's Hillary Clinton’s big concern,
t0o. As honorary chairman of the U.S. dele-
gation, she hopes to attend the official part
of the United Nations conference beginning
Sept. 4. But China’s mishandling of the
NGOs—coupled with the fact that they're

Manning to put Chinese-American human-
rights activist Harry Wu on trial for espio-
nage—has put Mrs. Clinton in a delicate
position. She received a letter last week
from Wu's wife, begging her not to attend,
and that has made the decision even more

P
JEFFREY MARKOWITZ = SYGMA

‘Almost perfect pitch': The First Lady

agonizing. “China couldn’t have handled
this more poorly,” says Tim Wirth, under
secretary of state for global affairs. “On is-
sue after issue, they seem to be thumbing
their noses at the international communi-
ty.” China's ongoing war games off the
coast of Taiwan have only heightened the
tension. White House sources say Hillary
will probably end up going, but if the Chi-
nese start harassing delegates while Hilla-
ry’s in town, the result could be a major
foreign-policy embarrassment.

Privately, some administration officials
are exasperated at how the Clintons have
waflled over Hillary’s plans. “They should
have decided this weeks ago, and stuck
with their decision,” says one foreign-poli-
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Will Beijing create its own worst nightmare? Policewomen train for U.N. conference duty

Making It Hard on Hillary
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cy aide. But publicly. the White
House is trying to play down
the significance of China’s role
as conference host. Since the
U.N. is sponsoring the confer-
ence, they say, Hillary’s pres-
ence has nothing to do with bi-
lateral relations between China
and the United States. She
won't be meeting any Chinese
leaders. and there won't be any
embarrassing photo ops. Last
week senior foreign-policy
aides met with Hillary to lay out
the pros and cons of attending
and the pros were pretty strong.
At a U.N. population confer-
ence in Cairo last year, Vice
President Al Gore managed to
forge strong compromises on
abortion language. As the head
of the U.S. delegation. Hillary
will be more than an ornament.

In fact, the Beijing women's
conference is right up Hillary Clinton’s al-
ley. Questions like women's poverty and
the rights of girl children, both centerpieces
of the two-week talkathon, are genuinely
close to her heart. A big United Nations
conference has the cachet of high-level in-
ternational politics, but it's still an accept-
able extension of the milk-and-causes role
of a traditional presidential wife. For the
women at the conference, Hillary Clinton is
an out-and-out heroine. “Women of the
world want to get a look at her,” says Joan
Dunlop of the International Women's
Health Coalition. which is sending a large
delegation to the conference. “She has al-
most perfect pitch on these issues. Women
genuinely admire her.”

Denying visas: China couldn't have known
what this conference would entail when it
bid five years ago for the honor of being
host. But last March, hard-line prime min-
ister Li Peng was heckled by unrulv NGOs
at a U.N. conference in Copenhagen. The
Chinese government has denied visas to a
handful of NGOs focusing on Taiwanese
and Tibetan causes, and thousands more
applicants have met with bureaucratic de-
lays. but it’s probably already too late to
avoid at least a smattering of demonstra-
tions. One Latin American group wants to
stage a “mock vote” in favor of Chinese
women's rights: an Australian NGO plans
to lay flowers in Tiananmen Square to com-
memorate students killed in the 1989 de-
mocracy movement. “The question is not
whether to demonstrate, but how,” says a
member of the Australian group. Western
diplomats in Beijing say they're prepar-
ing—just in case—to negotiate the release
of jailed delegates. Welcome to China, Mrs.
Clinton.

CARROLL BOGERT with KATHARINE CHUBBUCK
in Beijingand KAREN BRESLAU in Washington
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Hard Choice for White House
On Hillary Clinton and China

. ByTODD S. PURDUM A\

JACKSON, Wyo., Aug. 16 — Of all
the powerful people in the White
House, there is probably no one —
not even the President — to whom
aides less like to say no. So Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s strong wish to
Jead the American delegation to the
United Nations Conference on Wom-
en in Beijing next month has
prompted much hand-wringing
among senior diplomatic officials
who are not sure she should go.

The geopolitics are plain enough:
should the most prominent woman in
the United States lend her presence
to a conference on women's rights
that happens to be held in a country
with an abysmal record on human
rights — especially when China is
holding the American human rights
advocate Harry Wu on espionage
charges and Chinese-American rela-
tions are rubbed raw.

The domestic politics are clear,
too: Congressional Republicans are
chomping to seize the issue as an
example of the mishandling of for-
eign policy by Mr. Clinton, and to

-accuse him of cnddling dictators as
he once acc™ eorge Bush of
being too so . . :na. ‘Hodse. and
Senate leaders !} .e called for an
American boycot. - - the conference.

The office politics are murkier:
knowing Mrs. Clinton’s desire to lead
the charge on an issue that has long
concerned her, Administration offi-

__cials, including the President in his
mews conference last week, have stu-
diously avoided saying no, and some
are ambivalent about the risks and
benefits involved.

For her part, Mrs. Clinton argues
— as she did in a speech to a wom-
en’s group in Denver last month that
her aides took pains to fax to a
reporter today — that the confer-
ence is ‘‘an important opportunity to
focus attention on women."” She said
that the American delegation should
“play a very big leadership role in
shaping the agenda' and that ‘‘the
United States should do all that it
can to make sure that barriers to
women's participation are broken

Continued on Page .A9. Column 1
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down, and that training and credit

and political involvement and health
care and education are available to '

all women.”

As the Clintons began the first full
day of a 17-day vacation in the
Tetons this morning, the official
word from the White House was that
there was no official word. Unoffi-
cially, senior Administration aides in
Washington gave slightly conflicting
status reports.

Some in the West Wing and the
State Department said the current
plan was to wait a few more days to
see if Mr. Wu might be released,
before making a decision by next
Monday, which they described as the
last realistic point at which the logis-
tical arrangements for such a trip
could be made.

Aides to the First Lady insisted
there was no “drop dead date,” but
they acknowledged pressure to
make a decision soon, since Mrs.
Clinton would leave for Beijing from
V-J Day commemorations in Hawaii
over the Labor Day weekend, and
perhaps visit Mongolia, Cambodia
and Thailand as well. - .

On Monday, Secretary of State
Warren M. Christopher.and the dep-
uty national security adviser, Samu-
el R. Berger, met separately with
Mrs. Clinton to go over the pros and

‘ cons. Aides to both the First Lady

and the President said today that
Mrs. Clinton would rely on their
judgment in making her final deci-

"sion. -

_Moreover, at least some officials
outside the First Lady's staff have

-

A proposed visit to
Beijing causes much
hand-wringing.

“argued that Mrs. Clinton's visit

could be good for Chinese-American
relations in the long run Winston
Lord, the Assistant Secretary of
State for East Asian and Pacific

which™ includes the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, Donna
E. Shalala, and former Gov. Thomas
Kean of New Jersey. Mrs. Clinton
would be the honorary chairwoman.

Both Speaker Newt Gingrich and
the Senate majority leader, Bob
Dole, have opposed American par-
ticipation in the conference, and
House Republicans sought in vain to
block funds for| the delegation’s trav-

el

Officials said today that if she
went, Mrs. Clinton would most likely
stay in Beijing one day, address the
conference, spend the night and then
move on, holding no meetings with
Chinese Government officials or dis-
sidents to emphasize that she was
attending an international confer-
ence, not honoring the Chinese.

But among the Administration's
concerns is that however brief her
stay, Mrs. Clinton could easily be-
come embroiled in disputes or dem- °
onstrations by the various delega-
tions at the conference, and that her
visit would almost certainly be inter-
preted by the Chinese as a sign ¢
American nonchalance about its
man rights record.

In the end, officials said, the First
Lady will simply have to weigh all
the factors.

“It really is a call that there is
almost no other way to make than on
the merits,” a senior official said.

Affairs and former Ambassador to -

Beijing, switched his vacation plans
to be available to escort the First
Lady. -

“We believe this is an important
conference,”” a State Department
spokesman, David Johnson, said at a
news briefing in. Washington today.
“It's a conference that’s not about
China, it's about women. We believe
the reasons for going are compel-
ling."”

But the matter remains compli-
cated, balancing the enormous atten-
tion Mrs. Clinton"would win among
the 50,000 delegates and reporters at
the conference with practicalities as

. particular as the fate of one man.

Over the weekend, Mr. Wu's wife,
Ching Lee, wrote the First Lady,
imploring her not to go the confer-
ence. Mrs. Clinton has not yet re-
plied, but officials said there was
general agreement that it would be
extremely problematic for Mrs.

Clinton to attend if Mr. Wu remained,

in custody.

At the same time, these aides said
the Administration was determined
not to link Mrs. Clinton's Gecision too
closely to Mr. Wu's fate, or to the
status of Chinese-American rela-
tions in general, but to the mission of
the conference.

“It's a very delicate issue, and it is
complicated by a number of fac-
tors,” a senior Administration offi-
cial said.

Washington will be well represent-

ed at the once-a-decade conferente’ :

in any event. The United States rep-
resentative to the United Nations,
Madeleine K. Albright, is the official
head of the American delegation,









U.N. Documents Inequi ties for Women as World Forum Nears

By BARBARA CROSSETTE

UNITED NATIONS, Aug. 17 —
The last two decades have seen ad-
vances in the education and health of
women around the world, yet hun-
dreds of millions of women in both
rich and poor nations are still signifi-
cantly undervalued economically,
denied access to political power and
kept down by crippling Inequalities
under the law, according to a report
released today.

“We hear and we say that life is
unfair, but what this report shows is™ .
that life is dramatically unfair to -
women,” said James Gustave Speth,
administrator of the United Nations
Development Program, which com-
missioned the study.

Seventy percent of the world's
poor are women, and women and
children make up 80 percent of its
refugees and a disproportionate
number of the casualties in dozens of
small-scale wars.

““Violence stalks women's lives, in
peace and in war,’ the report says.

Violence in personal relationships
is a universal fact, according to the
report. Women's groups from every
region of the world are demanding
that some concrete action on this
issue be taken in Beijing next month
at the Fourth World Conference on
Women, said Barbara Arnwine, ex-
ecutive director of the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights Under
L.aw, based in. Washington, D.C.

Workshops about violence at re-
gional sessions preparing for the
China conference have been packed
to overflowing, saild Ms. Arnwine,
who will lead a delegation predomi-
nantly composed of African Ameri-
can women to the conference.

Madeleine K. Albright, the chief
American representative at the
United Nations and the leader of the
United States’ delegation to Beijing,
said in an interview that protection
against domestic violence and the
human rights of women in general,

DISPARITIES

pJ

Women’'s V‘Iork, Women's Worth

Though women make up half the world's population, a study
released yesterday ty the United Nations Human Development
Program found that women slill have far to go before achieving parity
with men in 13 industrial countries studied.

Women's share of work Percentage of women's
worlc that Is unpald

with economlc value

Percep;ago of men's
work that Is unpald

aiong witn their. need for economic
security, are among the issues she
will emphasize at the conference.

While there has been a lot of dlis;pa-
rate, anecdotal evidence available,
the new study attempts to pull to-
gether “in a rigorously analytiical
way'' as much quantitative Inforrna-
tion as possible to make internation-
al comparisons, Mr. Speth said in an
interview.

“It Is very apparent to everyon: in
our country offices around the world
— 135 of them — that the advance-
ment of women, the involvement: of
women in decision-making, is a critl-
cal developmental factor,” said Mr.
Speth, a founder and former presl-
dent of the World Resources Insti-
tute who is now the highest-ranking
American in the United Nations
system.

The study Is the sixth annual
Human Development Report to be
prepared by independent experts for
the devclopment agency. Each year
the report, which ranks 174 nations

' The New York Times -

on a range ot soclal and economic-
factors, also chooses -a different
theme for special attention. This
year it focuses on the status of wom-
en, and it was timed for release
before the conference on women,
which is held once in a decade.

“The key finding is that gender
gaps in human capabllitles — educa-
tion, health — ‘have been halved in
the last two decades,”” Mr. Speth
said. “There have been huge in-
creases in the capacity of women,
including in the Arab states. But
when you go on beyond the prepara-
tory phase of life, women over-
whelmingly still lack access to eco-
nomic and political opportunities.
They are effectively shut out of the
higher reaches of economic and, po-
lltical leadership and decision-mak-
ing."”

The report says that worldwide,
women have only 14 percent of top
managerial jobs, hold 10 percent of
national legislative seats and six
percent of cabinel-level positions.

Only in the Nordic countrics, led by
Norway, have women reached the
level of 40 percent or more in gov-
ernment ministries, in large part
because of strong affirmative action |
policies, the study concludes. j

‘Ihe United States, which is given
the world’s second-highest overall |
human development ranking In this
report, after Canada, falls to fifth
place when income and health dis-
parities between men and women
are taken into account. Sweden, Fin-
land, Norway and Denmark all move
%o the top. Il women's access to
political and economic power is fac-
tored in, the United States falls to

reighth place.

Two areas of the report’s findings
are expected to draw special atten-
tion in Beijing: the economic under-
valuation of women’s work and the
legal barriers women face.

On the economic value of women'’s
work, Mr. Speth said that the report
looked at 31 countries at various

stages of development and conclud- :
ed that ““if you take into account both '

the uncompensated work women do
and the wage discrimination agalnst
women, you come up with a figure of
$11 trilllon.”

In studying the way the laws of
various countries treat women, the
report’s findings were somber.

Among the examples of legal dis-
crimination mentioned t were laws

that prohibit women from traveling ,
abroad without male permission. In :

Botswana, Chile, Lesotho, Namibia
and Swaziland, women are under the
legal guardianship of husbands and
have no property rights.

‘“The starkest reflection of the low
statu$ accorded to women in socie-
ties everywhere iIs the discrimina-
tion against them in law,” the report
said. ‘‘Unless such legal barriers are
removed, no progress can be made
‘toward equal rights.”

S661 81 LSNONV AVAINA STNIL HI0A MaAN FHL




A28 Frinay, AucUsT 1o, 1995

Tue WaSHINGTON PosT

Women Face ‘Global Glass Ceiling,” U.N. Says

Annual Study Reports an Absence of Equal Opportunities Around the World

By A D Home
Wasddngton Pasi Poreigp Servee

Despite decades of progress in health and
education around the world, women atill face
a “global glass ceiling,” 1 new U.N. report m~
dicates.

The sixth annual Human Development Re
port, published yesterday by the U.N, Devel-
opment Program as an “analytical backdrop®
for next month’s U.N. Women's Conference in
Beijing, calls for “a new world order that
would embrace full equality of opportunity be-
tween men and women as a basic coroept.”

The report, compiled by a team of econo-
mists led by former Pakistani finance minister
Mahbub ul Haq, marshals pages of statistical
data to show that “in no society do women en-
joy the same opportunities as men.”

The United States, which the report ranks
second only to Canada in overall human devel
opment—an index combining health, educa-
tion and real purchasing power per person—is
rated fifth, behind Sweden, Finland, Norway
and Denmark, on a new scale that reflects
“gender disparities” in 130 countries. And the
U.S. ranking slips to eighth—behind the four
Nordic countries, Canada, New Zealand and
the Netherlands—on.a third index that as-
sesses countsies’ “empowerment” of womea in
government and business.

“There has been tremendous progress in
education and health for women around the
world in recent decades,” said James G us-
tave Speth, the U.N. development 3gelg
administrator, in a telephone interview. “But
then they hit this glass ceiling.”

According to the report:
® Among the developing world’s 900 million
illiterate people, women outnumber men 2 to
1. Girls constitute 60 percent of the 130 mil-
lion children without access to primary
school.

» Of 1.3 billion people n poverty, 70 percent
are women.

a The average female wage Is three-fourths
of the male wage in the nonagricultural sec-
tor in 55 countries with comparable data.

a In developing countries, less than a sev-
enth of the adminlstrators md managers are
women,

a Around the world, womenocatpymper-

cent of the parl!nmcnury éeats and 6 per--

cent of the catrinet positions. .
The report includes what S called
“the first concrete estimate® of wotkdwide

. economic discrimination against wdmen—

“not only unpald work, but also tnderpaa.
When you add it up it comes, very crudely,
to $11 tnlbon abouthalfofgiobalm
output.”

“To help close these gaps, ihe report calls
for a campaign to rati andanyoutthe
1979 U.N. Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination Agalnst Women.
Although 139 ocountries have ratified thiy
charter, 41 U.N. members have not signed
it; six signatories, including the Umted
States, have not ratified it; and 43 others
have attached reservations or conditions to
their ratification.

The report also proposes forming a non-

. governmental mowutoring group to “focus on

key instances of unequal laws, unequal wage
rates for equal work and sodal or legal indif-
ference to violence aqamt women,*

One of the report's most urgent rece
mendations i$ for an explicit commitment o
bring cases of “mass rape and torture of
women” before an intemational tribunal: “It
is intolerable that the use of mass viclence
against women as a wedpon of war . . . is not
considered a war crime.”

On the positive side, the report notes that
*female life expectancy has mcressed 20 per-
cent faster than male life expectancy over

the past two decades” and that “in adult liter-
acy and school enrollment, the gaps
women.and men were halved between 1970
and 1990 in developing ocountries.” It lists
examples of steps to give “more choices to
wormien and men in the workplace™:
a “In Finland starting in 1990, parents could
choase between two al ives: after a 12- |
month maternity leave, either parent can
stay at home until the child is 3 years oid, '
with monetary compensation and job guaran-
tees. Or tbe community must arrange for
<hild care” for working parents.
“Since 1976, Finland has allowed psrents
- £ children unde:'wge 4—and Sweden par-
ents of children r age 10—the nght to
shorten their workday by two hours.”
w “Germany and Japan have devised ‘flex-
time’ practices to enable their workets to
combine their family needs with production
schedules.”
o ‘Sweden has seyarate taxatlon for part-
time and full-time work to increase aftér-tax'
eamings for parttime work.”
® “In Zambid, an income tax amendment was
introduced In 1987 allowing women to ¢laim
child alowances and deductions on their in-
surance comttibutions—and renoving some
tax discrimination against women.”
Speth, a former president of the private
World Resources Institute, said his U.N.
gency from now on “will evaluate every ac-
f in terms of its |mpact on the adv'ance-
‘t of Womeﬂ: L
a8 for the Urtited Natlons’ record on the
subject, Speth coneded, “1 think we have a
way to go.” The agency he has héaded since
1993, he said, has adopted “essentiglly. affirs
mative action policies which we want to use
to move forward to establish gender equali-
. «.. 1l know UNICEF [now led by former
Peace Corps director Carol Bellamy] has a

similar policy.”
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‘GOP leaders urge withdrawal

O
ST

from U.N. women’s conference

| Say Us. participation wrong while China holds Wu ',

By George Archibald

T IE WAL BNQTON U

Congressional Republican lead-
ers yesterday asked DPresident
Clinton © cancel plans to send a
U.S. delegation to a U.N. women's
conference Sept. 4 to15in Beijini.
- “In our view, it would be whol
inapprupriatc to participate in arry
international conference in the
People’s Republic of China while
an American citizen is being un-
justly detained by the Chinese
governweut,” Jlousc Spcakor
Newt Gingrich and Senate Major-
iry Leader Bob Dole of Kansas
said of China’s juiling of human
rights activist Harry Wu.

Mr. Wy, wlw went tv China on a
U.S. passport with a proper Chi-
nesa visa, was arrested June 19
and charged last week with ille-
gally obtaining state secrets on a
previous visit to China,

At the White House, aides ©
President Clinton said the admin-
istration still plans to send a mis-

.shon to Bedjing. But the aides ex-

pressed doult that first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton would go.

Mrs. Clinton has been named
honorary chairman of a planned
102-member U.S. delegation to the
Beijing conference. Madeleine Al-
bright, US. ambassador to the
United Nations, and Health and
Human Services Secretary Donna
Shalala will head the delegation.

“It remains undecided,” White
House spokesman Michsel Mc-
Curry sald of Mrs. Clinton's in-
volvement.

At a Wuncheon with editors and
reporters at The Washington
Times, Alice Rivlin, the presi-
dents budget director, said she
knew of no plans or discussions to
sentrle U.S. participation in thc
Beijing conference.

The GOP congressionsl 1caders,
jolned by Ui chairmen of the for-
eign affairs committees of both
~hambers, said Mr, Wu “has un-
dertaken heroic cffarts to expose
Chinese human rights abuses””

"ot alinost two decades, he suf-

i fered from the ravages of China's
| prison system. Tuday, Harry Wu is

1

“Today, Harry Wu is
once again subject to
Chinasy closed prison
system, and there are
concerns about his
health and safety.”

— GOP leaders’ letter

once again subject to China's

prison system, and there

are concerns about his health and
safery;’ the GOP {eaider's said.

[ntheir letter to Mr. Clinton, the

leaders cited tha 11.S. boycott of

the 1980 Sumnmer Olympics in
Moscow becsuse of the Soviet in-
vasion of Afghantstan uas “ainple

precedent to deny American par-

ticipation in internatinnal events
which only accord prestige (v re-
gimes which deserve condemna-
tion.”

“Accordingly, we urge you to an-
nounce the United States govern-
ment will not participate — at afy
level or in any fashion ~ in the
upcoming United Nadons Confer-
ence vn Wowen as long as Haery
Wu is detained in Chinu,” the letter
said. “Anything else would send a
trugic signal of disregard for the
hurnan rights of an American citi-
umll

Earlier this week, Mr. McCurry
said Mrs. Clinton’s participation
was being viewed in light of recent
Sino-American problewus.

“It had not been decided even
prior 1n some of the more rocky
devclopiments in the bilateral rela-
tionship between the United States

and the People’s Republic. There
will be many factors weighcd by
the first lady’s staff and by others
hera at the White House before
anyddecis!an is made on that,” he
981 - T
Mr McCusty called the confor-
ence “an important internutional
gathe.rine” that has resulted in a
great deal of planning by our own
pongovernmental organizations
already and u preat deal of cx-
penditure of funds by them and by
the 1]S. government that would al-

‘low the delegation to make its trip

to Beljing” .

On Wednesday, M. Gingrich,
Georgia Republican, told The
Washington Times that the House
might cancel federal funding for
the U.S. delegation. But yesterday
uther Republican fcaders said
they were unaware of such plans.

Rep. Sonny Callahan, Alabama
Republican and chairman of the
House Appropriations subcom-
mitwe vu foreign opcratione, said
he did not ttunk Congress could
stop the administration from

- using fiscal 1995 funds to pay for

the dclegation’s travel expenses.
@ ’'qul Bedara contrtbuted (o tins
repon.
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AMBASSADOR ALBRIGHT HAS WORKED HARD 'TO ENSURE FULL
NGO PARTICIPATIOR IN THE CONFERENCE AND HAS RAISED
THE 185UE UPON SEVERAL OCCASIONS WITH MEETING
URGANIZERS, INCLUDING THIS WEEK WITH UN

SECRETARY~GENERAL BOUTROS BOUTROS-GHALI.

Q: Does Bella Abzug receive special treatment by the

Department of State?

A —- ABZUG IS A PRIVATE CITIZEN WITH NO CONNECTION TO THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT. SHE HEADS A LARGE NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS THE WOMEN'S ENVIRONMENI! AND
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION. 1IN THAT CAPACITY, SHE HAS
HAD REGULAR CONTACT WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND
OTHER FEDFRAL. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES SIMILAR TO THAT

AFFORDED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER WELL-ESTABLISHED

N5O0S,
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Q: 1Is "gender justice" part of the U.S. agenda?

A - THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTE EQUALITY OF QPPORTUNITY
FOR WOMEN AND HAS SUPFORTED MEASURES TO INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF WOMEN IN PROFESSIONAL LEVEL POSITIONS
WITHIN THE UN SECRETARIAT. HOWEVEK, THY UNITED
STATES DOES NUT SUPPORY QUOTAS IN THE HIRING AND
PROMOTION OF WOMEN DOMBSTICALLY OR WITHIN THE UN

SYSTEM.
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————

PRESS GUIDANC
JUlIysTZo 1995

QUESTIONS REGARDING AMERICAN CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN THE
WOMENS CONFERENCE IN BEIJING

Q: What sort of protection will be provided by the US
government to Americans at the Fourth World Coference on
Women and the corollary NGO Forum?

Ai--—- AS PART OF THE SERVICES THE STATE DEPARTMENT PROVIDES

TO AMERICAN CITIZENE TRAVELINC OVERSEAS, WE ARE
PREPARING COUNTRY-3PECIFIC INFORMATION FOR AMERICANS

ATTENDING THE UN CONFERENCE AND THE NGO FORUM. WE

WiLl INCLUDE INFORMATION ABOUT CHINESE LAWS.

- WE ARE REMINDING AMERICANS PLANNING TO ATTEND THE
CONFERENCE AND FORUM THAT US CITIZENS IN CHINA

ARE SUBJECT TO CHINESE LAW.

- PROTECTION FOR US CITIZENS GUARANTEED UNDER THE
CONSTITUTION STOP AT US BORDERS. THE US GOVERNMENT
CANNOT GUARANTEE ANY PROTECTION OUTSIDE QUR
BORDERS.

—— IF AN AMERICAN 1S ARRESTED, CONSULAR QOFFTCTALS WILL
VISIT THEM, ADVISE THEM OF THEIR RIGHTS UINNDFR T.0CAL
LAWE, AND INSURE THAT AMERICAN CITIZENS ARF HRIL.D [INDER
HUMANE CONDITIONE AND ARE TREATED FAIRLY UNDER LOCAL

LAW.
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Q: Will NGO's participating in the Conference be prohibited
from bringing religious material into the country?
A:—- CHINESE AUTHORITIES HAVE SEIZEN DOCUMENTS, LITERATURE,
AND LETTERS WHICH THEY DEEM TO BE ,
PORNOGRAPHIC, POLITICAL IN NATURE OR INTENDED FOR
RELIGIOUS PROSELYTIZING OR ANTI-CHINESE. CHINESE
AUTHORITIES HAVE DETAINED OR EXPELLED INDIVIDUALS
BELIEVED TO BE ENGAGED IN PROSELYTISM OR IN CONDUCT
THEY CONSIDER IMMORAL.
Q: What impact do we forsee the Wu case haviny oun Lhe
conference?
Al~- AT THIS TIME, WF CANNOT PREDICT WHA?YT
EFFECT, IF ANY, THE WU CASE WILL HAVE ON US

PARTICIPATION IN THE UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON

WOMEN.



JENT DY - -15-93 3 12:D1 ; STATE- 94566244:# 1/ 2

/2;247 ézoc;éL—ywz

PRESS GUIDANCE- L s
July 13, 1995 L ek

ON SPEAKER GINGRICH'S COMMENTS ON THE
UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

-~ THIS CONFERENCE IS ABOUT WOMEN AND GIRLS AND NOT ABOUT
CHINA.

-- THE CONFERENCE IS CONVENING IN CHINA BECAUSE IT 1S ASIA'S
TURN TO HOST SUCH A CONFERENCE. WHEN THE UN DECISION WAS
MADE IN 1992 TO HOLD THE MEETING, CHINA WAS THE ONLY
COUNTRY IN THE REGION TO OFFER TO HOST IT. AT THAT TIME,
THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION DECIDED TO JOIN CONSENSUS WITH

OTHER COUNTRIES AT THE UN TO AGREE TO ACCEPT CHINA'S OFFER
TO HOST THE CONFERENCE.

-- U.S. PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFERENCE WILL ENSURE THAT
AMERICAN WOMEN AND MEN WILL HAVE A VOICE IN AN

INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON ISSUES AFFECTING THE LIVES OF WOMEN.

-— AT THF. CONFERENCE AND THE ASSOCIATED NGO FORUM,
APPROXIMATELY 45,000 PEOPLE FROM AROUND THE WORLD WILL BE
OPENLY DISCUSSING A VARTRTY OF ISSUES. ASIDE FROM THE
IMPORTANCE TO THE WORLD'S WOMEN, THIS CONFERENCE CANNOT
IHELP BUT HAVE REVERBERATIONS WITHTN CHINA. IN FACT, WE ARE
HEARING ALREADY THAT WOMEN IN CHINA HAVE BEGUN TO USE THE
CONFERENCE AS A MEANS TO FORM GROUPS AND FSTABLISH REGULAR

CONTACTS WITI] THE WORLD COMMUNITY.

-=- U.S, PARTICIPATION IN TIUE CONFERENCE PROMOTES A PLATFORM
FUOR OUR INTERESTS ON SUCH IMFORTANT 1ISSUES AS DEMOCRACY AND

HUMAN KRILIGHTS.
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IF ASKRD
GENDER_ISSUE FOR THE UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

THE PLATFORM FOR ACTTON DOES NOT REFER TO FIVE GENDERS
RATHER, THE DOCUMENT USES GFNNRR IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE,

AS DETINED IN PREVIOUS UN CONFERENCES
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By George Archibald
THE WASSNGTON TRES )

Christian and Muslim groups
joined yesterday to denounce a
draft UN. “Platform for Action”
for the upcoming insernational
women's conference in Beijing,
saying theagenda seeks “to under-
mine and destroy the family”

Calling themselves the Interna-
tional Coalition for Authentic
Womanhood, the groups said at a
Capitol Hill news conference that
the platform drives a wedge be-
tween women and their religious
beliefs and targets organized reli-
gion as world “oppressors.”

“At the dawn of the second mil-
lennium, the largest conference of
women ever-to meet, the fourth
U.N. Conference on Women, has
produced a document that sets
women back,” said Mary Ellen
Bork of the Catholic Campaign for
America.

The “totalitarian nature” of the
U.N. effort to get governments of
member nations “to enforce equal-
ity of results for women through
specific gender quotas world-
wide” is evident throughout the
platform, she added.

“The inordinate attention paid
to ‘gender perspective’ under-
mines women'’s role as mothers

the accepted and traditional defi-
nition of the family and the moral
responsibility that goes with it,
and promotes sexual license by
claiming that gender is a com-
modity for experimentation, ‘it is
evolving, ” Mrs. Bork said.

Anisa Abd El-Fattah, chair-
woman of the National Association
of Muslim Women, said the UN.
has “overstepped its authority in
calling for the ‘elimination’ of the
fundamental tenets of the Abra-
hamic faiths, targeting them as
‘barmiers’ to the full and equal par-
ticipation of women in society.”

She said the Beijing confer-
ence’s platform and other U.N. ini-

and men's role as fathers, rejects.

Religious groups
say U.N. platform

undermines family

tiatives “take a very narrow and
prejudiced view of the status of
women and prescribe anagenda of
societal reform which will exacer-
bate the unique challenges of
women by compromising our di-
vine and human rights to live
within the religious and cultural
context that we choose.”

Tom Minnery, vice president of
the Focus on the Family radio min-
istry, said the U.N. women'’s
agenda “ignores marriage with
men. Husband and wife do not ap-
pear at all. What this document
encourages, essentially, is father-
less families.” \

As a result, he said, “women
are impoverished, terrorized by
crime, hopeless for the future, and
unable to raise and care for chil-
dren properly. Fatherless families
produce children who are resent-
ful [and who create] gangster rap
[and] violence toward women.”

Rep. Andrea Seastrand, Califor-
nia Republican, and Beverly
LaHaye, president of Concerned
Women for America, attacked the
document for promoting “five gen-
ders,” including homosexuality
and transsexuality, because of un-
willingness of UN. delegations,
led by the United States’, to sup-
portadefinition of gender as*“only
male and female”

Mrs. LaHaye said she knew of
no “smoking-gun document” from
conférence preparatory meetings
that declared an “omnisexuality”
approach but said a pro-homo-

. sexual agenda is evident in femi-

nist literature.

“Five genders are not in the doc-
ument, but gender is described as
socially constructed roles that can
be decided at will," said Mercedes
Arzu Wilson, a Guatemnalan dele-
gate to the conference and pres-
ident of Families for the Americas.

Mrs. El-Fattah said the platform
“refers to a total restructuring of
society .away from male-female.
We know the nuances. We don’t
need a smoking gun.”







Women
riled by
‘gender’
agenda

THE WASHINGTON TRIES A!

A verbal war betyeen two wom-
en's groups has erupted over a
draft platform for the United Na-

By George Archibald

tions Conference on Women ih Bel-’

jing in September.

At the heart of the matter is the
platformi's use of .the word “gen-
der” instead of “sex.”

“Gender” appears more than
200 times in the 121-page draft
conference platform intended to
commit governments to specific
actions on 'such issues as female
poverty, access by women to edu-
cational opportunities and health
care, “gender” inequality, and vio-

lence and discrimination against |

women. ]

Thebattlepitsthe American So-
clety of Intermational Law (ASIL)
against the Independent Women's
Forum (IWF). The ASIL backs the
draft platform, calling it an at-

. Yo go or net te go: Hilery
Rodham Clinton debates attending
a controversial U.N. women's
conference in China. Story, A10.

tempt by “sociailist feminists” to

eliminate “sexual apartheid.” The
IWF regards the platform as an
affront to traditional famlly-
oriented women and fears it could
lead to a “sexual free-for-ail.”

In a report,'The Elimination of
Sexual Apart'ﬁeld: Prospects for
the Fourth World Conference on
Womgn," the ASIL says the root of
women's problems is “subordina-
tion” to men.

- see WOMEN, page Al0

WOMEN

From page Al

“Socialist feminists have iden-
tified the social construction of
production and reproduction as

the basis for women’s oppression,
and have focused attention on the
soclal relations of gender, ques-
tioning the validity of roles that
have been ascri to women and
men in the private and public

> says the report, written
with a Ford Foundation grant by

Rebecca J. Cook, a University of

Toronto law professor.

“Most feminists see a contrast
between sex and gender, in that
sex is biologically determined
whereas gender is socially con-
structed.”

The IWF reporf questions

iwhether the U.S. government

should be assisting or prontoting a
gender-based agenda that “re-
flects the Marxist roots of femi-

.| nist ideology."

“Gender perspective is a com-

The Washington Times|

MONDAY, JULY 24, 1995 |

prehensive world view that sees
every human activity and relation-
ship as ‘soclally constructed' so as
to oppress women,” writes Eliza-
beth B. Lurie, IWF president, in a
report titled “Exporting Failure:
The Radical Feminists’ U.N.
Agenda.’

“Not spelied out in the Platform
for Action itself, but much talked
about behind the scenes [in U.N.
preparatory meetings for the Bel-
jing conference), is the notion that
the world must come to under-
stand an ‘equality’ of ‘five gen-
ders' as this and other nations’
ideal,” the report says.

“The ‘five genders’ comprise fe-
male heterosexuals, male heter-
osexuals, female homosexuals,
male homosexuals, and trans/
bisexuals. The ‘equality’ involved
isan identity of legitimacy regard-
ing normative sexual behavior —
one reason the document refersal-
most exclusively to ‘gender’
rather than ‘sex’ (the common un-
derstanding being that there are
but two sexes),” the report says.

“A clear implicatlon is that our
understanding of marriage "and
the particular legitimacy ac-
corded to children born in mar-
riageis tobeoverturned by radical
feminist moral dictat.”

Some feminist theorists also
have referred to a “sixth gender -—
omni-sexuality,’ say members of

traditional women’s non-govein-

ment organizations who have par-
ticipated in preparatory meetings
for the conference Sept. 4 through
15 in Beijing.

“They can have limitless nuin-
bers of genders,’ said Barbara
Ledeen, executive director of IWE
“They are saying that girls are at
one end [of the spectrum], boys at
the other. They are saying that
gender is socially constructed, so
rou can have as many as you can

magine socially. It's a sexual frce-
for-all”

The ASIL, which claims 4,500
members in 100 countries, sup-
ports a U.N.-imposed "gender
analysis” of laws and government
policies in all countries — a dis-

puted provision of the woresns
conference platform. ;
“The mandate of the 1993 Bel-

-.Jing conference ls to accelerate

the process that formally began in
1975” with Intermational Women's
Year to bring about “the emancipa-
tion of women" through equal rep-
resentatioh in govegrnmental, cor-
porate, diplomatic and religlous
leadership positions, along with
affirmative government action on
a global scale to bring about “gen-
der” equality and diversity, the
ASIL report says.

The IWF, which claims 500
members throughout the United
States and several foreign coun-
tries, says the upcoming women's
conference is dominated by “ultra-
radical feminists” who are are
anti-womanhood, anti-marriage,
anti-family, and even man-haters.

“The words ‘mother; ‘father)
‘wife; and ‘husband’ do not appear
anywhere in the platform. ... The
definition of the family is fluid.
Indeed, any notion that the con-
cept of the family includes men is
altogether missing.
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A travesty of a UN. summit

coacealed Bibles and invading the land of god-
less Communism. This could be considered sub-
version of the higbest order by the government in
Beuing which might be forced to take severe pre-
cautions.
‘I'hat’s the message put out by the State Dypart-
‘ment on Tuesday, which warned prospective dele-
gates to the UN. women conference in China, sched-
uled for September, that they could get themselves
into grave trmuthle if they try to spread the Good Word,
observe religious ices or meet in small groups.
In fact, they could be slapped into jail, &ll in accor-
dance with (hinesc law. Nor should any American
found in possession of an illegal Bible m\ch
sympathy from the US. government, A
Rogers, State Department director of consular
affairs, told the alarmed audienca st s hriefing. “We
cmmxgumof tee your safemwecannotwuw tee
that include the first lady, who will lead the Ameri-
can delegation? It certzanly applied in the case of
human rights activist Hury Wu, au Auserkan cini-
zen, who is being held on trumped up charges and
who could face the death penalty foc his dlhgence in
Chinese slave labor.

Just think — a posse of American ladies packing

Even before these fairly hair-raising warnings,

there was good reason to be skeptical of the UN.
womens couference, which is expected 10 bring
mare than 35,000 wamen from all over the world to
discuss womnen’s issues and equality in the country
that alanec among hations has mnde forced abortion
and female sterilization official policy. Still, this is
beyand the pale.

As House Speaker Newt Gingrich told editory
and reporters of The Washington Times yesterday,
scrious cansideration should begiven to moving the
conference out of Bejjing. I just think the idea it
we bave o pu and subsidize o dictatorship while
warnigg our own people that you may be at risk by
exercising normal hurnan rights males a total mnck-

ery. And I think we ought 1n say to the Chinese — we -

owe it to the Chinesc to be adults. We believe in free-
dam. We think freedom is important. To the degree
you are a dictatorship, you are less than a full part-
nec in the world order”

There have in tact been nuinerous warning signs
over the past months that the UN. women’s summit
is developing in very curious ways indced. On the
most basiclevel, one stumbling block has been logis-
ticz. Concerned about the prerence of tens of thou-
sands of foreign women with strange nations in Bei-

Jjing, the leadership decided to move the majority of

them out of the way, wa-a-a-y out of the way, to a snxall
rural town, which appears not even to have an assem-
by hall large envugh fur Uie gautlicriug, let alenc suf-
Acient hote]l rooms or infrastructure. What many of
the partiGpants may not even have realized yet is that
there are actually two events going on simultane-
ously: Ope is the official UN. conference and the
other, more numerous one, & mecting of non-gov-
emmentl organizations (NGOs). It's the second one
that's being shuffled out of the way.

Then there’s the question of the cantent of the sum-
mit declarations. Coaacrvative Americon women'’s
groups have camplained that a radical agenda is
being written into the documents, which bespeak of
the nights of the various five “genders” — to wit,
homasexuals, bisexuals and transscxuals, as well as
males and females. Ne¢dless to say, this 1S causing
nu smnall amount of coamsternation among less
“advanced” uativus who still quaintly believe that
mankind is divided into two sexes, men and wornen.
Further, the Vatican has beeq vocal in eriticizing haw
the conference’s organizers de-emphasizc — and
even denigrate — the family and woinen's tradition-
al role as mothers and nurturers.

It is all very odd and sounds rather disturbing.
Cleariy, there are far better ways for (e Uuited
Nations, and for this country, to usc the niltions of
dollars cqu:ndcd on the U.N. summit racket, end-
lessly movable feast that it is. If the womnen's con-
ference is not moved out of China, US. participation
ought to be withdrawn.
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MEDIA OUTREACH BUDGET/WCW

Research (Feb-March)
Review of existing data
Focus Groups
Center for Policy Alternatives Staff

Press Kit
TR Writing, Editing and Research
A, 15 - 20 Fact Sheets
P Production and Artwork
ovv- Printing (initial 2,000)

Citizen’s Guide
Writing and Editing
Production
Printing

Media Outreach Through and During PrepComm

CCMC Staff and Expenses

CCMC Staff and Expenses PrepComm
through WCW (including travel and
accomendations)

Editorial Board Meetings (May - August)
Travel-3 people @ $1,500 per person
for S meetings

Freelance Writer

Printing/Publications
Press releases and media mailing to
small groups of journalists and reporters
two mailings/month

Media Tracking and clipping service
9 mos. (March - Nov.) @ 700/month

Conference /Mecetings

5,000
40,000
35,000
10,000

7,000

8,000

5,000
5,000
15,000

15,000

46,000
22,500

5,000
12,000

6,300

5,000

Press briefings, luncheon sessions, one-on-one

meetings with journalists

Regional Town Meetings
(4 Meetings @ $40,000)
Overall Logistics and Set-up
of Meecting (Outside Consultant)
Travel and Expenses
Media Outreach
Logistics of Hall Reception

15,000
5,000
5-10,000
5-10,000

80,000

$25,000

25,000

111,800

160,000







