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Scott Hellford Tuesday to report they had boon caught
Saturday, The report by the Now China New* Agency said the 
j^air applied to enter China to hold consultations wnh 

-personnel at the U.S. Embassy and consulates," but "the 
facts are clear and evidence irrefutable" that they were 
spying. Their activities “seriously undermined China's 
national security," it said.

The Chinese have not revealed where the two attaches 
Wore being detained, beyond saying they were somewhere on 
the southeast coast.

That is where China has been building up its forces and 
conducting military exercises as part of its demonstration 
of strength against Taiwan. The military attaches' trip 
coincided with China's tests of M-claas missiles and 
movements of troops and advanced aircraft in that region.
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McCurry said the United States plans no reprisals for 
the officers' ejection. ,

I /
\z 19!

’\S. Delegation Vowj to Attend Women's 
lonference in China By Stanley Meisler- (c)

1995, Los Angeles Times-
WASHINGTON Despite congressional calls for a boycott, 

U.N. Ambassador Madeleine K. Albright vowed Wednesday 
that the Clinton administration would send a delegation to 
China for the World Conference on Women.

"It will convene in China in 33 days and, let there be 
no doubt, the United States will be there," she said. 

Both Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., and Senate 
Majority Leader Bob Dole, R’Kan., are supporting bills 
that would rescind funding for sending a delegation to 
Beijing.

But after listening to testimony from Albright, Rep. 
Christopher H. Smith. R-NJ., chairman of a House 
international relations subcommittee, acknowledged that 
there was little chance for any of the legislation to pass 
before a congressional recess in mid-August. The 
conference begins before Congress returns for business in 
September.

"Obviously, you are going," Smith said. He added that 
he hoped she would speak out against the Chinese policy of 
compulsory abortions while she was in Beijing.

Albright, who has been chosen to head the delegation. 
Used her own history to lake a good deal of the bite out 
of Republican arguments that the United States would be 
turning a blind eye to Chinese human rights violations if 
American officials attended the conference. The argument 
has intensified because of Chine's recent detention of 
Harty Wu, a human rights activist who is an American 
citizen.

Reminding the subcommittee that her father, a Czech 
diplomat, had taken refuge in the United States after the 
Communist takeover of Czechoslovakia in 1948, Albright 
said, “There is nothing more destructive to Communist 
governments than alternative ideas. They don't know how to 
deal with them. It would be a big favor Io the Chinese for 
us not to show up."

Albright also said the White House had made no decision 
yet as to whether Hillary Rodham Clinton, who is the 
“honorary chair* of the delegation, would attend the 
conference. It is widely assumed that the first lady will 
not go to Beijing so Jong as the Chinese contmuc to detain

****•« •**£ via easstiMaa^ a*a^Ma*«Mke*/a*«
a move that may derail U.S.-Chinese relations just when they 
seemed to be getting back on track.

The officers "sneaked into a number of restricted 
military zones in China's southeast coastal areas and 
illegally acquired military intelligence by photographing 
and videotaping," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang asserted.

The Hong Kong-based officers ■ Col. Jospeh Wei Chan and 
Cap',. Dwayne Howard Florenzie were "caught on the spot* 
by Chinese soldiers Saturday and were to be ejected by 
Wednesday night, he said.

Beijing's announcement came just after a meeting 
between China's Foreign Minister Qian Qichen and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher, who attempted to 
repair deteriorating U.S. China ties.

The two countries have clashed recently over 
Washington's allowing Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui to 
visit New York. China's arrest of Chinese-American human 
rights activist Harry Wu and evidence of Chinese sales of 
missile parts to PaWstan. These matters have sent 
relations between the countries, to their lowest point 
since the 1989 Tiananmen Square crackdown. 

Significantly, both Qian and Christopher are believed 
to have known about the Air Force officers’ expulsion 
before their meeting, though neither raised the issue, 
said White House spokesman Mike MeCuny. 

He explained that American diplomata in China were 
already in contact with Beijing officials aad It ia 
believed that Qian and Christopher, who were at a 
gathering of Asian leaders in Brunei, wanted to keep their 
meeting upbeat.

Both Qian and Christopher credited the discussion with 
bringing a modest improvement in relations between 

. Washington and Beijing.
I p' But the timing of the planned expulsion raises 

' questions as to whether China's security apparatus, or 
some officials in it, were eager to sabotage the 
Qian-Christopher meeting the first high-level summit 
between the two governments since tensions erupted over 
Taiwan last spring.

Military analysts say gathering intelligence about each 
others' forces is routine for both countries; those caught 
spying ate usually dealt with quietly. To detain, then 
publicly eject the American officers, who hold diplomatic 
passports and are attached to the U.S. consulate in Hong 
Kong, during the top-level diplomatic efforts to bring 
about a U.S.-China detente signals that a disgruntled 
military v<ants to take a harder line with the United 
States and is flexing its muscle* within China 

"The military has taken a tougher stance now that they 
have reached the conclusion that U.S, policy toward China 
is about containment,” said Michael Swaine, a China 
military analyst at Rand Corp, who just had a round of 
consultations with army leaders in Beijing. “The Lee 
Teng-hui visit proved to them that the U.S. wants to 
restrain Chinese power."

McCurry downplayed the Air Force officers' upcoming 
expulsions, though he did not address the espionage 
charges against them.

"A* far at 1 know, they were on authorized travel," 
he said. "We're not aware of anything out of the routine 

K about their travel in China." He said China had granted 

’J*hem visas and they held diplomatic passports.

(Begin optional trim)
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cargo, convoy leaders for private aid groups often earty 
caches of German marks for bribes. They sometimes also arc 
accompanied by young Bosnians, many of them women, who 
are nominally interpreters but are also diplomats in dealing 
with checkpoint soldiers.

’They know when to Dirt, and when to wheedle. They 
are smart, and they are very brave," said Michael Taylor, 
British coordinator for an American aid group.

Sometimes, as the interpreter weaves her spell at a 
checkpoint, a convoy leader will relieve the tension he knows 
is building in the vehicles behind him, The soft-spoken 
radioed assurance "No problem here; they're just talkin' 
■ is like a drink of sweet Water on a hot afternoon. 

When the hard-pressed Bosnian government is 
particularly angry at the United Nations, getting through 
a checkpoint becomes an endurance trial. The line of U.K 
vehicles awaiting permission to clear a checkpoint can last 
for miles and days.

While House spokesman Mike McCurry, however, told 
reporters that a decision about the first lady's attendance did 
not depend on the state of U.S.-Chinese relations. 

"That is always a consideration in decisions we make, 
but frankly this is a conference that is being held in 
China," he said. ‘‘This is not a question about going to 
have bilateral meetings with the Chinese government."

i o i5fe

Convoys Add Protection to Travel in Bosnia 
By William D. Montalbano- (c) 1995, Los 
Angeles Times-

PAKBAT CHECKPOINT, Bosnia-Herzegovina Since cars 
or trucks traveling alone arc the easiest mark for checkpoint 
crooks in Bosnia-Herzegovina, drivers form convoys in exactly 
the same way and for exactly the same reasons that settlers 
once moved by wagon train.through the American West,

A convoy can be psychologically reinforcing. Usually it 
is also physically protective. But sometimes it is not 
enough.

"Pulling up to a checkpoint 1 was in a 4-by-4, the 
last vehicle. I thought nothing of it until a couple of 
criminals in uniforms stepped out in front of me." 
recalls Dirk van Corp of Schroon Lake. N.Y., who directs 
Bosnian aid programs sponsored by American Methodists.

"As the convoy pulled out, they let off a few rounds, 
separating me. The message was clear. I jumped out and 
said, ’Please accept this gift from the United Nations 
through me to you.' After a while, the convoy realized I 
was missing and somebody came back to get me," van Gorp

Although the issue of human rights was Smith's main 
focus as he tried to make the case for withholding 
American participation in the conference, two Republican 
members of his subcommittee raised the issue of what they 
called an extremist feminist tone to the conference. 

Rep. David Funderburk, R-N.C., insisted that the 
conference "platform for action," now under preparation, 
described the world as made up of five gender*: male, 
female, homosexual, bisexual and transexual.

Albright quickly dismissed the ides. "Nobody has 
talked about these five genders," she said. "It it a red 
herring. It is just not true."

A second congressman. Rep. Matt Salmon, R-Ariz., while 
citing the alleged extremist views of conference 
organizers, remarked that Hillaiy Clinton Was ready to go. 
The comment provoked an angry defense of the first lady by 
Rep. Tom Lantos, D-Calif. , who ahouted that it was the 
previous Republican administration that had acquiesced to 
the U.N. decision to hold the conference in China.

"Your ire and anger should be addressed to George Bush I 
and Dan Quayle and Jim Baker, not Hillary Clinton." / 

Lantos said. He denounced what he called I
"Hillary-bashing," which he said he found "revolting »rid / 
disgusting and inappropriate." /

Q

Israeli Soldiers Remove Jewish Settlers From
Hilltop By Marjorie Miller- (c) 1995, Los 
Angeles Times-

JERUSALEM Israeli soldiers pulled more than 100 Jewish 
settler* off a hilltop near the West Bank town of Efrat on 
Wednesday during a third day of protests designed to 
impede Israeli troop withdrawal and expansion of 
Palestinian self-rule.

Although hundreds of activists have been detained since 
the demonstrations began, police for the first time 
pressed charge* against two prominent leaders of the Efroi 
settlement, including it* rabbi, Steve "Shlomo" Riskin. 

They were charged with entering a closed military zone, 
as the hills around Eftat have been declared, and the 
other protesters refused to leave the detention center 
without them.

"You should know this is just the beginning," Eve 
Harow, an Efrat town council member, said tn an interview 
on a mobile telephone, a* she was briefly detained at army 
headquarter* in nearby Bethlehem.

The weeka-long battle for control of West Bank hilltops 
is part of a hcarts-and-minds campaign by the more than 
120,000 settlers to erode fragile public support for the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process.

Efrat, often called the "yuppie settlement" for its 
population of American doctors and other professionals who 
commute to work in Jerusalem, is considered one of the 
more politically moderate settlements. It, therefore, is 
key to the settler*' efforts to win broad support among the 
majority of moderate and secular Israeli*.

The government is negotiating a partial withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from the West Bank under the second stage 
of the 1993 peace accord that Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
signed with Palestine Liberation Organizauon Chairman 
Yasser Arafat Palestinian police are to take over 
security in West Bank towns, and, possibly, in Arab 
villages, some of which arc not far from settlements 
Israeli soldiers will h* in z-hpmr
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But Albright believei'that the very preacnce of 
Americana and other delegate from demooratio nations 
poaea a bigger throat 10 China than
a boycott would.

"There is nothing more destructive to communist 
societies than the introduction of alternative ideas," 
she said. "We must be there to promote freedom and 
democracy in that environment."

Colombian defense minister quits as crisis 
worsens By Mary Beth Sheridan Knight-Ridder 

Newspapers
Colombia's defense minister supped down Wednesday, as 

the government was increasingly engulfed by charges that the 
world's lop drag kingpins h*d financed the electoral campaign 
of President Ernesto Samper.

The resignation of Defense Minister Fernando Botero, the 
manager of Samper's campaign, marked the first lime that a 
yearlong scandal over drug lords' contributions to politicians 
reached into the president's inner circle.

It raised even more insistently the famous question. What 
did the president know and when did he know it?

"This is a Colombian Watergate," said Tom Cash, former 
head of the Drug Enforcement Administration in Miami, who 
closely followed drug issues in Colombia.

Botero has denied in the past that he had taken drug money. 
But last week, Samper's campaign treasurer, Santiago Medina, 
dropped a bombshell in secret testimony on the campaign 
contributions from drug lords.

Botero and the president were directly involved, he 
reportedly testified before government prosecutors.

Swiftly, Attorney General Alfonso Valdivieso asked the 
Supreme Court to investigate whether Botero broke the law. 
Only that court can try government ministers.

On Wednesday, Botero said he was resigning because of 
the accusations.

"I resign ... from my post as minister of national 
defense," said the jg-ycar-old minister, a polished 
Harvard graduate who.is son of the world famous painter ol 
the same name.

"I cannot prolong this situation that has put in doubt 
my personal integrity and the honor of my family," he 
told a news conference, reading the resignation letter he 
had WTitlen to the president.

Ambassador Albright says U-S. won't boycott 
/women's conference in Beijing By Rachel L. 
/ Jones Knight-Ridder Newspapers

V WASHINGTON Despite mounting calls for an official 
bovcott of the Fourth World Conference on Women, UN. 
Arnbasudor Madeleine Albright Mid Wednesday that U.S. 
representatives must attend and send a strong message to 

China.
"The presence of 10,000 American women in China 

speaking their minds is going to have a very loud resonance," 
Albright told members of the House International Operations 
and Human Rights Subcommittee.

Her statements confirmed that, even amid scorching 
criticism, the United States will send a top-ranking delegation 
to the conference in Beijing, rather than officially snub the 
meeting to protest China's human righta policy and the arrest 
of Chinese-American activist Harry Wu.

And though first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton still 
hasn't confirmed her participation in the governmental 
meeting, Sept. 4-15, Albright said American delegates will 
go "with their heads held high and with 
a strong voice" to protest Chinese policies.

State Department officials say Albright will be joined 
by State Department Undencoretary Tim Wirth, former Rep. 
Majorie Msrgolies-Mezvinaky and Secretary Donna Shalala of 
the Department of Health and Human Services. Other 
delegates are yet to be named by the Clinton

admiriiilration.
But on Capitol Hill, rcaistanoe is mounting.
Rep. Chris Smith, R-NJ., has proposed a bill that 

would deny the Stele Department funding if officials go to 
Beijing while Wu is imprisoned and other delegates have 
been denied visas. To date, China has refused visas to 
groups from Tibet, Taiwan and Iran, among Other groups. 

Al Wednesday's hearing. Smith repeated his belief that
U.S. participation is wrong.

"Just what would a country have to do for the U.S. to 
NOT attend a conferenceF he asked Albright. "Would wo 
go to Iraq for a women's conference? Are infanticide and 
abortions at nine months reasons enough for us to say 
no?"

On Tuesday, the Senate postponed a vote on a bill to 
reform the Stale Department, which would have linked U S. 
participation in the conference with China's release of 
Wu, who has been jailed since June 19.

Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., added an amendment that would 
withhold half of the Slate Department Hinds for 
international conferences if money it Spent on travel to 
Beijing while Wu is still held. But the bill was pulled 
after the Senate failed to eut off debate on it.

U.S.-China relations are at their lowest ebb since the
1989 government crackdown on democracy demonstrators in 
Tiannenman Square. In recent months, groups like Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch have issued numerous 
negative reports, focusing on slave labor Camps and 
political repression.

China's mandatory abortion policy and rising female 
infanticide, and its recently enacted eugenics law aimed 
at decreasing the numbers of physically and mentally 
disabled people, have left many U.S. delegates disturbed 
and uncomfortable about laving the conference there. 

The latest broken link in the U.S.-China chain was 
Wednesday's expulsion of two U.S. Air Force officers, 
accused of illegally gathering military intelligence. 

(EDITORS: STORY CAN TRIM HERE) 
Beyond the political arena, opposition to the 

conference is taking on a decidedly conservative tinge as 
pro-life and religious groups weigh in.

Last week, the conservative advocacy group Concerned 
Women for America held • press conference condemning 
President Clinton's choices for the U.S. delegation to

appointed by President Clinton, promoting radical ideas 
that do nd! represent most Americans?" asked Beverly 
LaHaye, the group's president and founder.

She joins groups like the Family Research Council and 
the Catholic Campaign for America in accusing the 
conference of promoting an anti-family, anti-motherhood 

and pro-abortion agenda.
They say the official draft document outlining the 

goals of the conference is filled with terms that promote 
an erosion of gender lines and a depict men as little more 

than abusers.
(EDITORS: STORY CAN TRIM HERE)
On Monday, another Republican presidential candidate 

joined the choral. Patrick Buchanan called for a total 
U.S. boycott, calling the conference a "travesty and a 

farce."
"Ths Beijing conference, which gives China's communist 

government undeserved credibility, is an insult to 
American values and undermines our strategic interests," 
Buchanan said. "By participating in the Beijing 
conference, Bill Clinton would compound two great follies:

§
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ion's Conference Despite Problems With

United States will send a full delegation

IDate: 08/02/95 Time:
U.^to Attend Beijing W.

WASHINGTON (AP)
to Beijing next month for a U-N. women's conference despite 
problems in relations with China, U.K. Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright said Wednesday.

Albright said she will head the delegation but added the 
administration has yet to decide whether first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton would attend. Senate Republicans on Tuesday tried to pass 
legislation to discourage U.S. participation by withholding funding 
for such conferences, but the issue failed to come to a vote. 

It just does not make sense, in the name of human rights, to 
boycott a conference that has, as a primary purpose, the promotion 
of human rights,'' Albright said in a speech to the Center for 
National Policy at the U.S. Capitol.

The latest sore point in U.S.-China relations came earlier 
Wednesday when China ordered the expulsion of two U.S. Air Force 
officers, accusing them of illegally gathering military 
intelligence. Albright said she'd heard the report but declined 
comment.

At the White House, press secretary Mike McCurry said he had no 
information to indicate the incident would have "negative 
repercussions,''

Despite a cordial meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and China's foreign minister, Qian Qichen, U.S. 
re tions with China have deteriorated to their lowest level since 
tht 1989 crackdown against democracy demonstrators in Tiananmen 
Square.

Tuesday's move in the Senate to bar U.S. participation in the 
U.N.-sponsored conference was prompted by the June 19 arrest of 
China-born U.S. citizen Harry Wu.

"The United States should not be a party to what will surely be 
a propaganda exercise as long as Harry Wu is detained,'' said

„   - trips to his homeland to gather evidence of
human rights abuses in the Chinese prison system, where he spent 19 
years before being allowed to emigrate in the 1980s.

Albright repeated U.S, calls for Wu's immediate release.
"I can understand why some would want to tie conference 

participation to Mr. Wu's release,'' she said, "but that assumes
falsely that our attendance would be some sort of favor to
Beijing.''

She said there was no reason to believe that the U.S. decision 
on attending the conference would impact China's handling of the Wu
case.

‘"American withdrawal would not stop the conference or cause it 
to be moved,'' she said. "It would lead, instead, to a conference 
in which 130 million American women would be unrepresented and in
which our influence and leadership would not be felt.’’

U.S. goals at the meeting would be to promote and protect the
human rights of women, end violence against women, expand
pa \cipation of women in political decisions, assure,equal access
of women to health care and education, and strengthen5families, 
Albright said.

Despite recent gains, women remain an undervalued and
underdeveloped human resource,'' she said. nrnmDV

Albright said the conference is being held in China because

I
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was time for an international meeting of such scope in Asia, and 
China was the only country that offered when it was planned.
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protest China’s conduct, canceling 
itS. participation in this year’s larg-

q^its challenges iadng the world to­
day—the economic, social, education-
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est and most important human -rights 
gathering would be a mistake.

Many of the most pressing human

life has affected entire regions of 
Africa, where hundreds of villages 
have been decimated by AIDS. Asia,
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Rape, one of the most horrifying of all 
human rights abuses, has tong been a 
systematic weapon of war. Survivors 
of rape not only face severe physical 
and psycbologicai trauma and unwant­
ed pregnancies, but many have also 
become infected with HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS.
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jing conference have called it “anti­
family." Nothing could be further 
from the truth. Those who work to 
improve women’s lives are deeply 
aware that their efforts will fail unless 
they include the family context in 
which real women live their real Jives. 
Finding ways to support the family-in 
the face of AIDS has been the prima­
ry focus of many HIV prevention 
projects, particularly in the develop­
ing world.

We ask Congress for this: Support 
□s tn our efforts to improve the lives 
of the world's women and their fami­
lies. We have critically important, life­
affirming, family-supporting human 
rights work to do at the Beijing con­
ference. As the country fights for the 
release of Harry Wu and for an end to 
human rights violations by the Chi­
nese government, ensure that the 
United States takes the most active . 
passible role in guaranteeing full hu-; 
man rights for aU the citizens of the I 
world by sending a delegation to the !

i

On to Beijing
jAs the United Natkns Fourth 

World Conference on Women ap­
proaches, there is strong support in 
the congressional leadership for with­
drawing the U.S. delegation to the 

lember conference, which is to be 
in Beijing. The critics die Chi­

na’s arrest of human rights advocate 
Harry Wu and ita long history of 
human rights violations.
ojWhile the United States and other 
democratic nations must find ways to

conference. For women, it is even 
more thana question of rights—it is a 
matter of life and death.

The writer is a Democratic 
representative from California.
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ers and journalists will attend the 
conference, this coalition wilt have 

tied women—are becoming increas- the opportunity to reach leaders and
ingly vulnerable to HIV infection. As policymakers where the threat of the
women become ill, the families they epidemic is now greatest. Prominent
care for suffer gravely, and the com- among these groups are organizations
munities they support begin to unrav- whose work is supported by the U.S.
el- government and whose partidpation

The destruction of family and social at the conference would be curtailed 
if this legislation is passed.

Some who testified last week 
against U.S. participation at the Bei-
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prevention is planning an extensive 
series <rf educational and outreach 

themselves and activities at the Beijing conference, 
from infection has be- Their purpose is to convince Beijing 

come crilkaHy important. The course participanls in all fields that the epi- 
of the epidemic that has plagued both demic is a growing threat to the 
our country and the developing world women of the world, and that HIV
has changed. The rate'of HIV trans- prevention can and must become an
mission for women is now higher than integral part of their efforts for wora- 
for men; by the end of the century, en’s rights and well-being. Because
the number of women with HIV will many Asian women community toad-
have doubled. Worldwide, all wom­
en—including monogamous and max-
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a£ health and politicai status of worn-
will be . addressed at this 

critically, important gathering of 
450,000 people from every corner of 
fge globe. Women and girts interna­
tionally face the gravest threats to 
the most basic human rights: the right 
to a clean environment, to a living 
wage, to full participation in political 
life, to be educated, to health, to 
freedom from violence, 
g; Violence stalks women in war-tom 
areas such as Rwanda and Bosnia.

hit later in the ’80s by the epidemic, 
has a widespread commercial sex in­
dustry and now faces the epidemic in 
its full fury. And here m the United 
States, ATOS is now the number one 
killer of African American women in 
the 25-44 age group.

A broad coalition of U.S. and inter- 
But AIDS threatens women in nattonst organizations involved in HIV

peacetime, too. In the field of AIDS
prevention, the need to educate and
help women protect
their families from i
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/hile tlieir intentions may be 
rojier, they are "missing the 
oint,” Clinton told 3,000 dele- 

‘ " ’■ i
/omen’s Economic Security. 

"Human rights cannot be sepa- 
ited from women’s rights,” Clin­

ton said, as the 
crowd of 
supporters 
applauded. 
‘‘Women's 
rights to eco­
nomic opportu­
nities and politi- 

al participation should be a part of

Clinton said th<; United States 
.. . . .x
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Hillary Rodham Clinton hinted 
iring a speech in Denver that 
ae will attend the United Nations 
inference on women in China in 
eptember.

Protesters have urged her to
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Hillary Rodhar 
Clinton, left, 

listens to 
Ambassador
Swanee Hunt 
at the head 
table before 
she addresser 
the women’s 
economic 
summit at the 
Colorado Con 
vention Cente 
onWednesda 
President Clin 
ton appointed 
Hunt, of Den­
ver, ambassa­
dor to Austria 
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So if s not surprising that a rather des-

saying

She started introductions by telling the .
story of her young daughter introducing herI
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Beijing, said China may not be 
for the 50,000 women expected, 
linese character for peace, she
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 didn’tthinkitwas 
i a mistake. “His voting record supports

First lady promotes conference in China
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Women take over the men's rooms

Ata conference catering to3,100 women 
and only a handful 
of men, signs in 
front of many 
men’s restrooms § 
at the Cotorado 
Cotwestion Center i

warned, "This is a women’s restroom dur- . 
aS.?_________ l »> J
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summit;
inc.

an end to age discrimination.
Earlier Wednesday, Clinton visited 

Mi Casa, a Denver training and coun 
seling center that works to make 
women economically self sufficient.

She sat in on a class where 
P tA young single parents were leani- 

.  ing about setting up businesses.

lillary Clinton tells 
)enver audience that 
toycott of women’s 
neeting makes no sense
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Hillary Rodham Clinton hinted 

h^^lfatt^rthe Unit^ Nabons 

onference on women in China in 
•eptember.

Protesters have urged her to

bar* WMdCoiiMnwca m Wmmm fo Sep-.

perate man was seen next to a vohinteet I 
who was speaking on a cell phone to anot ho 
volunteer asking: "Then what men’s i 
restrooms are actually for men

SMHfogtaMmfarherMnton
May CmkHIm, wife of conservative for­

mer state senator "terry Considine and the

eptember.
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tember in

National .Security, Qouhdl, not| the death of her friend, White

While she was in Denver, senators

vocMtay 
faziMlKdife&orof

laughed, but
Dennis Galather
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mist exert strong leadership at ables them to achieve economic 
he conference, ^although she did security,” Clinton said. ;
jot say specifically that she would ■ She did not answer any ques- 
ittend. A spokesman, for Clinton prions. And she made no remarks 
aid the State Department and. about the Whitewater hearings or

Slinton hexself, will decide next’ House lawyer Vincent Foster, 
nonth whether she’ll go. f. While she was in Denva; senators

The first lady made the com­
ments about China during a lun-
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were questioning her chief of staff 
to leant whether the aide had 
taken documents from Foster’s 
office the night he died.

Clinton appeared unruffled by 
the hearing, focusing on potential 
benefits from the Denver summit . 

“If you are able to provide eco­
nomic security for women,’’ she 

sure that families and communi-

That is something that we have 
learned all over the world.”

on shares a tale

Dole, not to be outdone, asked tobe 50% arter for trouble: three women, 
smarter“Fbof.vnu’re 50% smarter” the
gerie told Dole.'v •

.^‘Tbaf,t” tbe genie said. “Naw you’re a '
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. hities and politi- the Clinton administration’s ii?T7_
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t The Chinese character for peace, she 
. ';t says, is a woman with a little nouse over he

25% smarte/’-thegenie told thepresutait

smarter: "Boot, you’re 50% smarter;” tlie 
told ;.'. v- **•

Gingrich wanted to be 100% smarter.
TMinmniirihidi' rtisitm w T—
' Hiharil Rodham Clinton was the main

Vhile their intentions may be.

oint,” Clinton told 3,000 dele-
-ates to the national Summit on
Vomen's Economic Security.
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Clinton said) the United (States an investment in people that en- 
..ust exert strongrleadcrahip at ables them to achieve economic 
he conference,-although she did security,” Clinton said. ;;

bumped in
him know

Clinton seized both forums to 
deliver an explicitly political mes-

J- sage. At the luncheon, she dis-
-<—-------- ; . , . . cussed auii nudiw ucimi, saying
-^s^^"ran.n^tsi^0™; women and minorities not only

,u.--------—m,„ u. ne€daffirmativeartionib(jraffir.

Clinton also defended mothers 1 MvyMh***1
on welfare, maligned in Washing- keynote speaker at the summit but her hus- 
ton since Republicans gained con- band had his say.

 : . Betsy Nyura, director of Wsmen’s Issues
emment and private groups, like i and Outreach for the White House, said she 
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The first lady made the com-
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Center; wbere’^e grossed , for 
women’s rights^parity. Tn the 
workplace, improved health care.



But he may have broken Chinese law.RUSSERT:

RUSSERT:

CHRISTOPHER: Well, I don't want to try to anticipate 
what the First Lady's decision will be, but let me just 
emphasize over again for a whole series of reasons, the 
women's conference, the meeting that I'm going to be 
having in Brunei with the Foreign Minister, I hope in a 
couple of weeks, it would be very desirable to put the 
Harry Wu episode behind us, so we can get our relationship 
back on a solid track.

It'd be very difficult for the First Lady to 
to China while Harry Wu's in custody.

CHRISTOPHER: 
important conference.

CHRISTOPHER: Well, I think it's really not profitable
to get into that discussion. I don't know that he's done 
anything that would justify his prolonged detention, under 
circumstances that are very dangerous to him. He does a 
medical condition.

Tim, in this situation, I think that it's important to 
-'phasize that the United States has a great deal of need 
j keep engaged with China. It's a very powerful and

RUSSERT: Most favored nation status, trade status for
the Chinese, should we suspend that while he's in custody?

CHRISTOPHER: That probably will come up for discussion
in the Congress in a week or two. The United States will 
strongly, strongly support the maintenance of the most 
favored nations for China. Under the present 
circumstances, I think we should condemn the taking of 
detention of Mr. Wu under these circumstances, but at the 
same time, I believe that most favored nation status is in 
our interest, as well as being in the Chinese interest.

Well, first let me say that that's a very 
Women's issues are discussed there 

only once a decade. So, I think that a desirable 
conference to go ahead. I would try to separate the 
issues. At the present time. Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright is the chairman of our delegation. Mrs. Clinton 
has expressed an interest in that conference. Those are 
issues, of course, that are very important to her. No 
decision has been made as to whether or not she will go. 
But I would hope that the Wu episode is behind us well 
before that conference takes place. I think it'd be in 
everybody's interest if it is.

RUSSERT: Now his wife, Mrs. Wu, has said that the
United States should not participate in the UN Woman's 
Conference in Beijing, until Mr. Wu is released, and 
number two, Hillary Clinton, the First Lady, should not go 
to Beijing as Chairperson of that delegation.



What

CHRISTOPHER:

Will you be going to the Middle East?RUSSERT:

imoortant country. We want to be engaged with them. We 
't intend to try to contain them. We want to respect 

v three communiques under which we operated in the past. 
And I think the United States will be able to manage these 
relationships. There've been some ups and downs in the 
past, but I think that at the present time, if we maintain 
a steady course with them, and get through these episodes, 
we can establish the kind of relationships we need with 
China and the other world's great powers.

RUSSERT: Finally, Mr. Secretary, what can you tell us
about the health of Russian president, Boris Yeltsin?

CHRISTOPHER: I may go to the Middle East. I have
first to make a long trip to Asia for the conferences in 
Brunei and then to visit Vietnam, among other places. I 
may go to the Middle East after that. I'm always ready to 
go if it will advance the cause of peace there.

CHRISTOPHER: Well, we hear, of course, our information
comes from the Russian government and they indicate that 
his health is good, that he's in the hospital, that he's 
working, and the other day, as you noticed perhaps, he 
called for Parliamentary elections this December.

RUSSERT: We have just a few seconds left, Mr.
Secretary. The Middle East. The Syrians will not 
negotiate with the Israelis as they had promised, 
message do you send to the Syrians this morning?

CHRISTOPHER: So, our information is that he remains
in charge, remains effective and will becoming out of the 
hospital in the near future. We don't have any 
independent knowledge of his health other than what is 
sported to us by the Russian government.

Tim, I think that what you say is an 
overstatement. The ambassadors will be talking here again 
in Washington, probably within a week or two. There's a 
technical issue as to whether or not military 
representatives will join them. But they're making real 
progress on that front. The two Chiefs of Staff of Syria 
and Israel met here in Washington. They had good 
meetings. Dennis Ross had some good meetings out there. 
Remember there's ups and downs in that particular 
negotiation. They're very tough issues and they're very 
experienced, tough negotiators. It's our job to try to 
keep that negotiation on an even keel. So I wouldn't 

ar-react to one of the ups and downs and those 
negotiations will proceed forward on that, just as 
progress is being made on the Israeli-Palestinian track.



it.

Let me turn to China.

I think it would

We don't know all the facts of the particular case, but 
we do know that he is very courageous man who has been a 
Human Rights activist over the years, done a great and 
very important things, and I think his detention is really 

thorn in the side of U.S.-China relationship, and I hope 
.'11 be released very promptly.

So, I think lifting the arms embargo, for all the 
attraction it has, if you do it unilaterally, it means we 
take a unilateral responsibility here in the United States 
and it Americanizes the war. So, it's a very bad idea, as 
I say, for all of its imperfections. A better approach to 
the matter is to try to strengthen UNPROFOR to enable the 
United Nations to do things better than they have in the 
nast, to override some of the mistakes that have made them 

ineffective, at least in this respect.

First, the moment the arms embargo is lifted 
unilaterally, and that's what Senator Dole is talking 
about, UNPROFOR will come out, our allies will not stay 
under those circumstances — we're committed to help them 
with up to 25,000 United States troops, to withdraw. But 
more important than that, if the arms embargo is lifted, 
no doubt the Serbs will launch an offensive against the 
Muslims. Our estimate is the Muslims will need help in 
that circumstance. They'll come to us, they'll ask for 
our help, and before long the United States will be in the 
picture with equipment, with training, and perhaps, if 
that doesn't work, with troops.

RUSSERT: Let me turn to China. Were the Chinese
within their rights to arrest Harry Wu?

embargo, it's kind of an emotional luxury. But you have
isk yourself, what are the consequences of that. I

< nk one of the principal consequences are is that it is a 
way to draw the United States into the war, on the ground, 
in two respects.

RUSSERT: Jacques Chirac, the head of France, said that
this is similar to the appeasement of Hitler.

CHRISTOPHER: Well, I understand his frustration, and I
understand his anger. The whole world condemns what's 
happened there. But the question is, what can we do about

And that's what the Joint Chiefs of Staff are meeting 
on in London right now.

CHRISTOPHER: I think that's not the, that question to
ask, the real issue is, should they release Harry Wu, in 
the interests of U.S.- China relations, 
be very conducive to U.S.-China relations, that he be 
released. We urge his release, at the present time, 
immediately. I think that that would be a helpful matter 
for U.S.-China relations.
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An Old Hand

Who Might Ease

Chinese Strains
George Bush
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HAT FOREIGN POLICY prob­
lem looms as the most disas­
trous for President Clinton, car­

rying the potential to both damage his 
domestic political standing and under­
mine America's position in the world? 

Hint: It isn't Bosnia.
It’s China. The television footage 

today may be of the 
disaster unfolding 
in Bosnia, but the 
downward spiral in 
U.S.-Chinese rela­
tions is, in fact, a 
more alarming de­
velopment. At this 
moment, neither 
China nor the U.S. 
has an ambassador 
in the other’s capi­
tal, a prominent
U.S. citizen is being 

held prisoner in China and there’s talk 
in Congress of cutting off China’s most- 
favored-nation trade status.

In sum, American relations with the 
biggest nation on the planet, the one 
with its fastest growing economy, are 
souring faster than Hugh Grant’s repu­
tation. Worse yet. the U.S.-Chinese rela­
tionship is gasping for the oxygen on 
which it has always depended: serious 
high-level communication. President 
Clinton needs help.

Here’s somebody who might provide 
it. He’s a former ambassador to China 
and is well-regarded in Beijing. He has 
experience handling this type of rocky 
patch in Sino-American relations. He 
just happens to have a trip to China 
scheduled for September anyway.

His name is George Bush.

0 UNDERSTAND BOW the for­
mer president might be helpful, 
even in a temporary and limited 

way, it’s necessary to look at what is 
really going wrong in U.S.-Chinese rela­
tions. The problem isn’t so much a 
disagreement on a series of issues, but a 
more profound misunderstanding. “The 
administration thinks their strategy -is 
engagement; the Chinese think it’s con­
tainment," says Brent Scowcroft, Mr. 
Bush’s national security adviser who 
has long experience dealing with Bei­
jing. "That’s a pretty big gap.”

In other words, China seems to have 
watched a series of isolated American

steps - the deci­
sion to allow a 
visit by Taiwan
President Lee I
Teng-hui, recog- | 
nition of neigh- ’ 
boring Vietnam, 
comments about 
the obscure
Spratly Islands 
chain, the quiet 
entry into China , 
of naturalized
U.S. citizen and I 
human-rights ac­
tivist Harry Wu- 
and fantasized them into a Clinton ad­
ministration strategy of encircling and 
containing Chinese power.

There's little reason to think this is, 
in fact, what the Clinton administration 
intends. Nevertheless, into this gap of 
misunderstanding fall all the individual 
issues that are fraying U.S.-Chinese 
relations. Chinese leaders badly over­
react when they find that Mr. Wu, a 
veteran of China's prison labor system 
for dissidents, has returned on a U.S. 
passport to do human-rights research. 
Sensing a hostile environment develop­
ing, they ignore U.S. calls to rein in 
missile sales to China's friends.

It’s folly to think that this ball of 
problems now can be quickly unwound. 
Rather, says Mr. Scowcroft, “the thing 
we need to do now is to stop the decline 
before somebody says or does something 
that makes the situation really bad." 
Yet there is a stunningly short list of 
Americans that China’s top leaders ac­
tually trust, particularly at a time when 
paranoia is running deep. And unfortu­
nately for Mr. Clinton, nobody on that 
short list happens to work for him.

NTER PRESIDENT BUSH and
Mr. Scowcroft, his adviser and 
friend. They both fit on the short

list of Americans trusted in Beijing. Mr. 
Bush already is planning to be in China 
in September to make a speech. Mr. 
Scowcroft may be along for the trip.

Mr. Bush's missiqp wouldn’t be to 
change China’s arms or human-rights 
wlicies overnight. As a trusted figure 
who now rises above partisan politics, 
ris role would be to start a serious 
iiscussion of what the U.S. and China 
ixpect from each other now that the Cold 
Aar is over - a discussion, Mr. "Scow- 
moft notes, that has never really oc­
curred because of the residue of anger 
eft from the 1989 massacre at Tianan­
men Square.

At a minimum, if Mr. Wu hasn’t been 
released by the time Mr. Bush arrives, 
there’s nobody better situated to- de­
mand his freedom.

No side would be completely satisfied 
with this idea. Having seen Jimmy 
Carter move into crises in North Korea 
and Haiti, the Clinton administration 
may chafe at using another former 
president (this one Republican). GOP 
conservatives think Mr. Bush is soft on 
human rights. The Chinese wouldn't 
know whether Mr. Bush could truly 
explain the Clinton team’s intentions.

But somebody who isn’t perfect for 
anybody may be just about right for 
everybody. As a former president, Mr. 
Bush hasn’t really found his role. China 

. may beckon him again.



J

_ lost cause.
!' ’;-:Wn5 " -■ jTime to get tough with Chinai

f

, miniinum,^tiie’U5:-shpuld 
take the following stefjs ilk. 
____ - VI7.,’^

/

iy Ben RusnaX.AFP

► Intellectual pi 
ty protection:^ Pr

1

V' ■: 
r/

•iI
z'

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

\
\

H

mimsuaaon jws the defini­
tion of the word “principle," so trying to convey the idea 
that principle and integrity must prevail is fast becoming a

'll

I

with a valid U£. passport 
He was taken prisoner at 
the border, so there is no 
question of whether he 
broke any laws.

If China can imprison 
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COUNTERPOINTS

By Linda Chavez

BETHESDA, Md. — For years, we’ve turned a blind
eye toward China’s human rights abuses, believing it was
better to make a buck in the world’s biggest potential
market than to stand up to the tyrants who run China.

Now the Chinese have forced a confrontation.
They've arrested an American citizen, Harry Wu — a

naturalized Chinese-American — and charged him with
espionage for daring to expose their human rights re­
cord. How the U.S. responds will say much about our
commitment to principle. It also may determine the

course of world freedom in
the 21st century.

Wu was bom in China and
became a human rights activ­
ist in the 1950s when he
spoke out- against the Com­
munist Party while still a stu­
dent

In 1960, he was sent to pris­
on for being a “counterrevo­
lutionary rightist” and spent
19 years in China’s infamous
forced-labor camps.

After his release from pris- '
on, Wu came to the United
States in 1985 and became a
citizen. He might have lived
out the remainder of his life
here in peace. Instead, he
chose to return to China

three times to expose the communist regime’s brutal sys­
tem of forced labor and imprisonment

available that CrnnTremains one of the world^s worst hu- demand an improved human rightsrecordas a precondi-

dent But President Clinton reneged, as usual. Delinking

WU: Rights activist

1995 outlook for key
U.S.-China issues:
► Human rights: Lit­

tle progress expected.
► Intellectual proper­

ty protection: Promis­
ing progress. \
► Proposed Chinese

nuclear technology sale
to Iran: Going ahead.
► Chinese nuclear

testing: Will continue.
Source: Heritage Foundation
analysis
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Secretary Ron Brown and revisit most-favored-nation -

response to Wu’s arrest: x
► Pull out of the U.N.\ 

International Women's 
Conference scheduled for 
September in Beijing The 
US. should send no offi­
cial delegation to this 
meeting and should dis­
courage American non­
governmental organiza­
tions from attending as 
well. Any American wom­
an who goes to Beijing 
while Wu remains jailed 
there is an accomplice in 
her countryman’s impris­
onment
► Halt the planned 

trade delegation to China 
headed by Commerce

tn 1U1 CCU IdUVl CU1U uiipi L5UUU1UUI. J —   —- -J   . J
Wu’s trips produced the best documentary evidence trading status for China. Candidate Clinton promised to

manrighteabusere *— "despite ’its recent economic re- tion to any trade concessions he might make as presi-
forms dent But President Clinton reneged, as usual. Delinking

In 1991 60 Minutes aired film footage of a Chinese trade and human rights has only emboldened the Chi-
forced-labor camp, which Wu took with a hidden camera nese. Wu is now the most famous — but hardly the only
while posing as a wealthy investor. The episode embar- — casualty of the administration’s policy.

not only the Chinese government but some Ameri- ► Recognize the government of Taiwan. House Speak­
can businesses that have been willing to import goods er Newt Gingrich made the proposal last weekend. Un­
made by Chinese political prisoners under slavery-like like those who live on the mainland, the 21 million Chi­
conditions. Wu’s expose led to legislation prohibiting the nese who live in Taiwan are a free people with a 
importation of such products into the United States. democratically elected government Taiwan also has one

These activities made Wu the most wanted man in Chi- of the world’s strongest economies. Our “one China” poli- 
na. Still, he risked his freedom again in order to return to cy makes no moral or practical sense.
China for the fourth time last month. Now Wu may lose But the future of Wu is not all that is at stake. China is 
his life. His only hope is that his adopted country will home to more than one-fifth the world’s population, has a 
force the Chinese government to abide by international 3.2 million armed force and nuclear weapons, 
law and release him. Wu, after all, was traveling to China If China remains communist into the 21st century, it 
on a valid visa issued by the Chinese government and could pose the same threat to peace and freedom the So­

viet Union did throughout the 20th. The United States 
must do all it can to see that does not happen.
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world by tne end oi thb century.
“This industry has embarked on an 

incredible boom,” says Douglas Henton, 
an economist at Joint Venture Silicon 
Valley, a planning group based in San 
Jose, Calif. "If you don’t keep up, someone 
comes along and eats your lunch.”

The quest for cheap land, cheap labor 
and tax breaks has led most of the 
world's biggest chip makers here; more 
than $13 billion in high-tech construction is 
either under way or proposed for the 
100-mile swath of rural landscape stretch­
ing from Portland to Eugene. That is six 
times the value of all the real estate 
in downtown Portland, or, put another 
way, the equivalent of stuffing a half-dozen 
Saturn auto plants into a small corner of 
Tennessee.
‘Poster Child’

Oregon, says John Mitchell, chief econ­
omist for U.S. Bancorp in Portland, has 
become "the poster child for industrial 
transformation.”

All this in a state where, until recently, 
“chips” meant sawmill debris. Now, offl- 

~ -■'v, high-tech is about to pass timber 
• .... -•’•i’ldustrv (i • ’
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CHRISTOPHER FUMES at U.S. intelli­
gence officials after two U.S. Air Force 
officers are caught in a restricted Chinese 
area just as the secretary of state seeks to 
mend U.S.-China relations. Still, Americans 
by 55% to 33% think Hillary Rodham Clinton 
should speak at next month’s U.N. Confer- 

n Women in China.
-

!, a switch from

GINGRICH’S HIGH PROFILE and book 
tour don’t help his image. Some 42% of 
Americans have a negative view of the 
Georgian, up from 31% in January when he 
became House speaker. But 90% know who 
he is; in October of 1990 nearly 70% didn’t 
recognize his name.

. ,/ith reforms, 
^vch defending such pro- 

-agencies are conducting “reviews” 
but plan no fast changes. Dole will push his 
bill this fall to kill many federal racial 
preferences.

By ti7% to- kl%, Americans think 
the current national debate is a divisive 
and negative development, a switchifrom 
the view in March. c^/cj /a
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see CHINA, page A10

White House
Congr ess clash 
on China policy

cnce on Women in Beijing in Sep­
tember '"as long as Harry Wu is

Con;
Wu’s (________
scheduled House vote next Thurs­
day dn a resolution introduced by 
Rep. Frank R. Wolf, Virginia Re­
publican, to block China’s most- 
favored-nation (MFN) status, 
which permits billions of dollars 
ol Chinese products to enter the 
United Stoics at reduced tariffs. 

“President Clinton, as empow- 
ered by law, extended MFN to 
China curlier thin month, but Con-

.••• ' ■ ■.

“We hope the U.S. government 
can adopt a patient attitude and 
wait to see the result of investiga­
tions,” Foreign Ministry spokes­
man Shen C uofang said in B eijing

But attempts to quiet the rhet­
oric by Washington and Beijing 
were brushed aside in both houses 

- *1 
r House Speaker New t Gingrich 
lot Georgia and Senate Majority 
/Leader Bob Dole of Kansas asked

•f . : •

By Ben Barber '''
and George ArdiiUdd

; THE ft*3HNG'0N TIMfS ___

The Clinton administration and
China sought yesterday to shore
up relations that Henry Kissinger
said were “in free faU," but Repub-
lican leaders threatened to reverse o£,Congre5s.
President Clinton's approval of fa­
vorable trade terms for China un-
leso Beijing frees American hu- 

. . • • . ww___ wir.. 1...
mam
next week.

White House spokesman Mi­
chael McCurry restated Washing-
i--------------- "
peated demands by Beijing to take
“conatte actions”-to repair the
damage done by the Clinton ad­
ministration’s May 22 decision to
allow Ibiwan'a president to visit
the United States.

It is “die American view that
there is one China;' MT. McCurry
said. We accept ttye Chinese
view that Taiwan is part of C'hitia "

China also softened its rhetoric
in the dispute, which had escalated
witli the arrest Iasi week of Mr.
Wu, a naturalized U.S- citizen, on
espionage charges

H.nvwuby
_______ «M Ralnniv in

A is,

detention is focusing on a

•II
X

GOP seeks hard line to free Wu
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Mr. Kissinger the national secth

na’ti MFN status is lifted. Itte unaer President Nixon, warned » 
1 Harry Wu situation just exempli- el that sino-American

ties711 the [human rights] proj>- “infree fall”

Mr. Solomon said bg to Cornmunist China
United States,
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clothe your family and shelter S faiiily," said Rep- Phdip JJ- 

Cr^ne. Illinois Re^11^^

n iX St Off MFN, how Will you |
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would
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gress has the right to block the 
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has uot been released. 
Mr. Wolf said Congress

‘languishes in a Chinese jail.,«

said.
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Taiwan's leader, said privately 
thwy will not make a blanket ctatcment of thp impact of the contin­

ued detention uf Harry Wu on the

against the other, encouraging vir- singer, 
ulent nationalism” he warned. “Bei,

of the Ihiwan president. Beijing ington is promoting a two-China 
insists that the world treat Ihiwan solution, it would probably prefer

, lu uuut iJKuxviicu • -

“The danger of the! existing
I

an<

to resist by force ...
"Beijing and Washington seem

years on the premise accepted of- roller coaster towards confronta- 
ftcutUy m Washington, Beijing and tion to both China and the United
itopet that there is only one China states and to stability and prog­

id that Taiwan is a part of it. ress in Asia is incalculable.’’

ued detention of Harry Wu on the ment banning Mr. Lee from future 
overall pattern of Siuo-American visits, as China would like, but that 
relations — they will not in the he should not expect another visa 
near future release him;' Mr. Kis- anytime soon.
singer said. "lb many Americana, the immc-

"Conflict with China would diate issue appears as the sover- 
teinpt both [Washington and Bei eign American right to determine 
Jlngi to organize the rest of Asia the entry of visitors," said Mr. Kis- 
against the other, encouraging vir- singer.
ulent moinnalism” he warned. "Beijing perceives that Amer-

Mr. Kissinger said that "rela- icon actions — starling with the 
tiong have steadily declined" be- sale of E-16s to Thiwan by Pres- 
ginnlng with the crackdown on the tdent Bush and accelerated in the 
Tiananmen Square derhonstra- present administration — amount 
lions in June 1Q8P right up to the to a ‘twu China’ policy, 
unofficial visit to the United States “If China perceives that Wash- 

as a renegade province of China.
Mr Gingrich earlier this week , ___ _______„„„„

suggested that Washington extend now on a collision cdutse which, if 
diplomatic recognition to Iliiwan, continued, will prove extremely

U.S.-China reTartons have been costly to both sides and thteaten- 
maintained by presidents of both fog to international stability • 
political parties over the past 20 “The danger of thcl existing

Tiananmen Square demonstra­
tions in June 1980 right up to the 
unofficial visit to the United States

Relations Committee that he had “Having just returned fror 
just met Chinese leaders in Bet- Beijing, I want to say in the mo: 
jingand made a strong case for the solemn way that our two cotintrit 
“wisdom” of releasing Mr. Wu. are again on a collision course 

"We should try to avoid too said Mr. Kissinger
much of confrontation in the im- U.S. officials hoping to calm th 
mediate future to see whether — diplomatic fallout from the visit t. 
on reflection and in their assess- - - - 
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seminar site. Meanwhile, workers
a

move

a think
led to attend the late August forum, and

Although China pays lip

witnessed during his recent visit to the Copenhagen,acutely sensitive to any outburst or

women

more than

Rodham Clinton

Couples still dance at arm's length, and mule-drawn 
are a common means of transport. Moreover, accommodat.ons

hasn't cancelled yet, but her office has

were women. More than

■UUlall, vua --------- . -
forum to bang fame and fortune to her community.

inside the huge Workers Stadium.

around you:and the mass media.

Comparison of Washington, Hollywood on target

international women's rights.

that Hollywood and the nation's capital

To be sure, you don't see memoers ui 
black T-shirts, double-breasted jackets, Oakley shades and

-------1 is almost
Chinese leadership

Beijing. But I 

banner-wi
said a North American diplomat.

forum would stage 
rights and the exploitation of

A 19-member

Organization < 

venue <

being refurbished as 

are swanninj

just 1,700 and was known in the past as

issue very seriously and are doing what 

a better outcome."
But Western diplomats agreed the request 

certain to fall on deaf ears among a C"__----

the transfer from Beijing to Huairoth 

A statement <

._r uic uiiutwjme, —*—. T v "Equality?" she asked. "We women are equal. Look 
.w- Women work everywhere now^Wc are allowed to 

work more than the men. Isn't that equality.

was to be held

over the succession to

activists are anxious to educate their Chinese 

about women's rights.

concluded that 70 percent of the 20 million workers laid 

off by Chinese state enterprises

dy came directly from Premier Li Peng, 
horrified at demonstrations by women he

theory, namely

are in

—s of Congress we^ng

In China, despite Mao's famous remark about 

holding up half the sky.

Next to Zhang’s hotel, the Dance Hall of the Paines is 
-s a seminar site Meanwhile, workers 

nic banning locust-like over the Dragon Cinema Theater, 

which is being renovated as the Forum Center but scats

um^h the Fourth Umted Nanons Worlc1 Conference on 
Women scheduled for Beijing on Sept. 4-15. It also 
d.scouragc prestigious delegates from attendmg the 
decennial U N convention, among them first lady Hillary 

Rodham Clinton
Electricity arrived in Huairou only a few years ago.

-Rural parents still feel girls don’t need an

actor (-Die Hard 2," "In the Line of Fire").
In these capacities, he developed an interestmg 

theory, namely, that Hollywood and the nation s capital 
are in many ways minor images of each other, and their

Women from the capital to rural isolation. At least 20 000 
women are expected to attend the late August forum, and 
thousands more to an overlapping Umted Nations conference 

lesbian and prostitutes associations, and many ot its 
lesoian f ........... Chinese sisters

far more sensitive to social
international women's rights. 

"At best the Chinese may offer another village outside 

But I am sure they don’t want to see 
•aving activists running around Tiananmen Square,

“‘(EDITORS: NEXt’s GRAFS OPTIONAL TRIM) 

The dispute hasn't affected the construction fervor in 
dusty Huairou, where Zhang Xiaojie, manager of the towns 
top hotel, the two-star Dragon Hill Guesthouse concedes 

nnlv 6.000 beds are available in the town for thethat only 6,000 beds are---------
20,000 who have enrolled for the Forum.

a flop" said a senior United Nations official in China. 
-Mrs Clinton hasn't cancelled yet, but her office has 
not reconfirmed. Other women leaders who initially

lh A ^tXTcXtae° reXung Non-Governmental 

Organization (NGOs) around the globe has rejected the 
venue change for >ts forum. Last week, the g°-"“ <>f 

Austraha Canada and New Zealand, acting on behalf of 

women's assoc.at.ons at home, requested China to reverse 

the transfer from Beijing to Huairou.
A statement circulated by WomeNet, an umbrella group on 

the elecuomc mail circuit, urged China to relocate the 

meeting to Beijing, where it originally

A^l 4 -

plus at6least another 20,000 members of their delegations

“"l^utXnrby Kathy Townsend, head of Au^alia's 

Office of the Status of Women, said: We are ^8

of Beijing apparently came
He reportedly was I--------

Denmark, conference on 8loba> po^’^ 
(EDITORS: STORY CAN TRIM HERE)

we can to achieve

Chinese women
citizen.

"Chinese women
their legal rights. In rural China,
to husbands they never met. C_:
was beaten by her husband at one stage of their 
marriage," said sociologist Wang Xingjuan.

Wang Beijing's

.^e Cabfo^sea Gioia. Fw- for Women. 

____ :«vcive/4 with human rights, 
a conference that might contribute

"Nothing will change here until women nse up and do 

something for their own cause." she said^
Research by Wang and the Womens Research Center

that "Women hold up nan me srj, w-.-v— —
le.d„, apparenliy X'o. epos!

* women. 
-Such demoos.ra„ons. common m .he Wes.. migM kmble 

protests in a country i 
dissent during the power struggle

a''',:irnXXX”of Hoabou. 75 mmo.es 

north of Beijing, for the global forum may do i--------

World women's groups angry that China sending 
conference out of town By Uli Schmetzer Chicago

Tribune
HUAIROU, China This sleepy town

Wall has become I 

gov

— - ■ - near China's Great j 700 an<j was known in the past as

“ “ "- - ■■

(END OPTIONAL TRIM)

Xw N?O meenng from Aug. 10-Sept »

education," she said. .
Zhao Xiulan, on the other hand, is counting on the 

women's ivium e------ , .,Like many in Huairou, the 60-year-old farmer'S; wife 
believes it will be a festival of Chinese delegates. As 

for the underlying issue. ... . .

By Michael Kilian Chicago Tribune
WASHINGTON Before his election last year. Sen. Fred 

Thompson, R-Tenn. was for years a big-time Washington 
lawyer and a frequently employed Hollywood motion picture

don't realize they remain second-class

still have little understanding of 
, women are still sold 

to husbands they never met.' One in three wives tell us she

women in 
trouble#Her phone-in service is funded by the Ford _ 

"oTcb^Xinvolved ».Ur hmrnm Hgbu.

Wang looks forward to l---------

to the future of Chinese women. _ .

on women in Beijing. , •
Although China pays lip service to Mao Tse-tungs q p 

that "Women hold up half the sky," nervous Chinese
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But this week, as delegates began 
arriving here to discuss the agenda 
for Beijing, some were told they had 
been denied accreditation.

Among them was Frances Kissl- 
ing, president of Catholics for a Free 
Choice, who attended the United Na­
tions Conference on Population and 
Development in Cairo last Septem- 

; ber without facing accreditation 
problems. Three similar Catholic or­
ganizations from Mexico, Uruguay 
and Brazil have also been denied 
accreditation to the Beijing confer-

* “Accreditation should not be a po­
liticized process,” she said. On 
Wednesday, during a Congressional 
hearing, Ms. Pelosi asked Madeleine 
K. Albright, the chief United States 
delegate to the United Nations, to 
insist that a list of rejections be 
made public.

Tne dispute over free access to the 
Beijing meeting — where issues of 
women’s rights in health, education, 
politics and economic development 
will be discussed — follows a con­
frontation last week in Geneva be­
tween China and the United States 
over a resolution at the United Na­
tions Human Rights Commission 
critical of China’s human rights 
practices.

In choosing Beijing as the site of 
the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, the United Nations and Sec­
retary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali had been given assurances 
that the meeting would be open to all 
relevant unofficial groups involved 
in women’s issues, in addition to 
official government delegations. 
Large international conferences at- 

Among those being denied the nec- tract thousands of such groups, 
essary documents to attend are Tai­
wanese and Tibetan exile women’s
organizations, which China wants
barred, and several religious groups,
including Catholics for a Free
Choice, which opposes the Vatican’s 
stand against abortion.

The Vatican’s observer mission
here acknowledged today that it had
challenged the credentials of certain
groups but declined to explain why,
according to the Rev. Carl J. Mar-
ucci, a mission spokesman. Calls to
the Chinese mission were not re­
turned.

Representatives of some conser­
vative groups, secular and interde­
nominational, were also refused cre­
dentials initially, said Christopher J.
Check of the Rockford Institute’s
Center for the Family in America in
Rockford, HL, which describes itself
as a traditional organization sup­
porting family life. Some of these
groups, including Rockford, which
had been turned down because they
were told they were not sufficiently
focused on women’s issues, have
now been admitted on appeal

Several lesbian organizations re­
port that their delegates have also
been turned down after applying for
credentials.

The Clinton Administration is
pressing the United Nations Secre­
tariat to reveal the names of groups
and individuals being denied creden­
tials, and to explain the grounds for
rejection, American officials say.

-The United States has also called for
the establishment of an international
committee to review denials.

Representative Nancy Pelosi, a
California Democrat who is chair­
man of tne international task force
of the Congressional Caucus on
Women’s Issues, said today that
“many women are very concerned
about freedom of speech and free­
dom of association at the confer­
ence ”

By BARBARA CROSSETTE

UNITED NATIONS, March 16 — 
Six months before an international 
conference on women opens in Bei­
jing, the Chinese Government and 
the Vatican are maneuvering to si­
lence critics by asking the United 
Nations to deny them credentials to 
attend the meeting.

At least 200, possibly up to 300, 
nongovernmental groups have been 
affected, according to American offi­
cials and human rights organiza­
tions.

ence.
“This is the same misuse of the 

Holy See’s status as an observer at 
the United Nations that they were so 
roundly criticized for in Cairo — that 
they would take an internal church 
dispute between some adherents to 
Catholicism and the hierarchy and 
turn it into a U.N. matter,” she said.

Tsering Norzom of the Tibet Wom­
en’s Association, which is based at 
the Dalai Lama’s exile headquarters 
in Dharamsala, India, said today 
that she had planned to take a group 
of about 80 Tibetans to Beijing, but 
had been told unofficially that the 
only Tibetans who could take part in 
the conference would be in the offi­
cial Chinese delegation. China occu­
pied Tibet in the 1950’s, and many 
Tibetan leaders fled into exile after 
an abortive uprising in 1959.

"Our Tibetan women face two 
problems,” Mrs. Norzom said. “One 
is accreditation. But we also have 
the problem of getting access to Bei­
jing, because Tibetan women in exile 
carry an identity certficate that isn’t 
a passport.” Mrs. Norzom believes 
that the Tibetan exiles would almost 
certainly be denied visas.



Clinton Meets With Bosnian and Croatian Chiefs
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Nations force in Croatia.
At the same ceremony. President 

Tudjman complained about the dis­

an integrated police force in the
southwestern city of Mostar and to tiagen before he announced that he

Seeking to buoy a 
political grouping 
and halt fighting.

he said, "we have succeeded in 
building the federation house from 
the roof; we have built less on the 
ground.”

While many of the steps pledged 
by the officials today are small, they 
said they would be crucial to healing 

. ethnic tensions between the two 
The United States pledged $30 mil- groups and restoring peace and a 

lion in economic aid to the federation sense of community to the 30 percent
while the European Union promised of Bosnia controlled by Muslims and 
about $120 million. Including pledges Croats.
from Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, “The federation one year later is a 
Turkey and other Muslim nations, a fragile vessel at best, and it needs 
new group called Friends of the Fed- revitalization,” said Assistant Secre- 
eration has pledged more than $300 tary of State Richard C. Holbrooke.

At the same time, Mr. Holbrooke 
Croat political alliance. showed little optimism about per-

The United States has also prom- suading Bosnia’s Serbs, who control 
ised to provide Bosnia’s Muslims about 70 percent of Bosnia, to make 
and Croats with some military ad- peace with the country’s Muslim- 
visers to help them coordinate their dominated Government. He urged 
armies, a move that American offi- the Serbs again today to accept an 
cials say is designed to deter future international peace olan under

Serbian agression.
For their part, leaders of Bosnia’s _

Muslims and Croats vowed to set up cause almost on&Third of“his“count^

By STEVEN GREENHOUSE

WASHINGTON, March 16 — Pres­
ident Clinton met today with Bosnian 
and Croatian leaders in an effort to 
give new life to a languishing politi­
cal federation that his Administra­
tion says is vital to helping Muslims 
and Croats stand up to their joint 

‘enemy, the Serbs.
I Clinton Administration officials 
acknowledge that the agreement 
that formed the federation of Bosni­
an Muslims and Croats, signed a 
year ago in Washington, had accom­
plished virtually nothing beyond get­
ting the two groups to stop fighting 
each other.

Tensions between the two sides 
remain high, and they have done 
little to forge effective political or 
military links that would deter the ' 
Bosnian Serbs from fighting. 
; To mark the first anniversary of 
the agreement, President Clinton 
and Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher ;met with President 
franjo Tudjman of Croatia; Kresi- 
mir Zubak, the Bosnian Croat who is 
president of the federation; and 
Ejup Ganic, Its Muslim vice presi­
dent.

which they would reduce their hold­
ings to 49 percent.
_ President Tudjman said that 
President Clinton told him today 
that the United States would back 
Croatia’s application ’to join the 
Partnership for Peace, a group of 
former Soviet-bloc nations that co­
operate politically and militarily 
with NATO. Admitting Croatia to the 
partnership would be unusual be- 

- MMMMW MIIHVMl. VI1V Vlllt M IHO VVUHll
joint Muslim-Croat governments at is occupied by rebel Serbs.

............... - 3 Mr. Tudjman said that he hadthe canton and town level. They also j- - 
promised to unblock efforts to create asked vice’President A? Gore "for 
an integrated police force in the such support last Saturday in Copen- 

allow displaced Muslims and Croats would allow a scaled-down United 
to return to their homes in that divid­
ed town, which was supposed to be a 
showcase for integration in Bosnia.

"The federation is the way to build ^p^arance” ofGlen? vfadV Santic,' a 
Bosnia. and^ Herz^ojina ,from the Bosnian Croat commander who

mem­
bers of Bosnia’s mostly Muslim
army.
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Forum organisers listed several 
other possible sites, including an 
Olympic center, the Beijing Sports 
University and the original site mi­
nus the faulty gymnasium.
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Hermes
I Time makes the difference
1

a tourist area near the Great Wall, 
China is blocking delegations of TF 
bcUui wymtai, womeu from Taiwan 
and lesbian groups and is expected 
to deny visas to others.

"We have set a deadline of May 24 
to resolve this," Irene M. Santiago, 
executive director of the forum, said

Ms. Santiago has just returned 
from four days in Beijing, where she 
and Khunying Supatra Masdit, a 
Thai politician who will preside over 
the nongovernmental forum, were 
invited by the Chinese to look al

th & Sixth Floors Lord & Taylor. Frfth Avenue—1 -600-223-7440 
And at selected Lord & Tbytor stones.
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Global Women’s Forum
Fights China’s Barriers

relocated.
"We went to Beijing because we 

had been given two alternative sites 
along with Huairou," Ms. Santiago 
said today. "We visited the two sites, 
but men were tow that they were not 
in fact available. Huairou was our 
only option."

She described Huairou aj a scenic 
town that "doesn’t have any of the 
facilities we need to have a success­
ful forum." She said that meeting 
rooms and accommodations wore 
scattered ail over the town, which 
took them 50 minutes to reach to a 
car with a police escort. Although 
they protested that they would be out 
of reach of official delegations and 
journalists covering the conference, 
they were told the site was better

I

Fourth World Conference on Wom­
en^ also tn Boiling. All large United 
Natiofis conferences now have paral­
lel sessions for nongovernmental or­
ganizations, and no host government 
has tried to control them like this, 
erganiscra said today.

Diplomats and United Nations of­
ficials say that Beijing appears to be 
wary of demonstrations by nongov­
ernmental groups on political or hu­
man rights issues. In adcliiivri to

alternative sites after they protested 
the move to Huairou.

When the Genorai Assembly de­
cided in 1990 to give the conference 
to China, it was stated cxpiicity in 
the agreement that nongovernmen­
tal groups play an important part in 

1 the deliberations by offering exper­
tise and lobbying on various issues.

Two years ago, a site closer to the 
United Nations conference, the 
Workers' Sports Service Center, was 
selected. But in March, the Chinese 

informed the fortim organizers that 
there were structural detects in a 
gymnasium at the sports center and 
that the forum would have io be
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By BARBARA CROSSETTE

UNITED NATIONS, May 10 - Or­
ganizers of an International forum 
on women that was expected to draw 
more tlian 40,000 people to Beijing 
this summer are balking at a Chi­
nese demahd to move their confer­
ence 32 miles away from the Chinese 
capital and will ask Secretary Gen­
eral jBoutros Boutros-Ghalt’u help.

The meeting, called the NGO For­
um on Women, n nongovernmental 
organization, is scheduled to be held 
almost simultaneously with the offi-
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wanted to comply with a Chinese request
official conference is set to take place at a ho- that she only meet with Chinese officiate

lY

The Washington Post
1t,ESDAY.MAY2J99S

jing. But the government told them it was 
booked—for an intra-ministerial volleybail 
competition. Every other place the organizers 
suggested was also booked, the Chinese gov­
ernment told the women leaders.

Other problems include:
■ Customs procedures. Thousands of partici-

World’s W)men Questioning

Site of Conference in China

By Steven Mufson 
Washmpon Post Foreign Service

BEIJING, May 1—When China enticed
the Fourth World Conference on Women to
meet in Beijing, it seemed like a great boost
for China's international prestige. But now,  
four months before opening day, the meeting pants expect to bring pubiications and'videos

seems like a big headache. to show, sell or give away. But China main-
Worried Chinese leaders appear to dread tains strict controls over the importation of

the prospect of an army of outspoken worn- such materials. China has not established any
en—with various views on abortion, homosex- policy on items brought to the conference,
uality, Tibet, Chinese politics, and other ■ Conference newspaper. According to a
touchy issues—turned loose in the capital memorandum of understanding that China
with thousands of journalists at a sensitive mo- signed to woo the conference to Beijing,
ment for Chinese politics. The scenario sum- three newspapers will be printed at the con?
mons visions of spring 1989, when Soviet ference—two by the Chinese government
leader Mikhail Gorbachev landed in Beijing and one independently. It is unclear whether
with hundreds of reporters in the midst of stu- there are any facilities for the independent
dent demonstrations in Tiananmen Square. newspaper in Huairou. Some conference or- 

To avoid a replay of that public relations ganizers suggest Premier Li Peng was of- 
disaster, the Chinese government wants to fended by sharply worded criticism of him in 
banish nongovernmental women’s organiza- a newspaper at a Copenhagen conference on 
tions to Huairou, a former garrison town near poverty he attended in March.
a portion of the Great Wall and almost an ■ Volunteers. Expatriates living in Beijing
hour s drive from the center of Beijing. The had planned to organize various activities, in-
govemment has reneged on a commitment to eluding a “Send a Sister” drive to raise mon­
hold the conference at Beijing’s centrally lo- ey and find hosts for poor delegates from de­
cated, 1950s vintage Workers’ Stadium, veloping countries. Four hundred volunteer 
which it now says is structurally unsound. women attended an organizing meeting in 

A four-woman negotiating team represent- Beijing a few weeks ago. But the Chinese or- 
ing nongovernmental organizations was in Bei- ganizing committee said expatriates could
jing last week to inspect Huairou and look at not raise money in China, even from other
alternatives, but they made little progress, expatriates—whom the Chinese organizing
said people familiar with the talks. committee wants to solidL

With 25,000 foreign and 5,000 Chinese Until recently the nongovernmental orga- 
women, plus 5,000 reporters, scheduled to de- nizing committee had been dealing with a
scend on Beijing in August, the “four-star ho- Chinese counterpart that is similar at least in
tel” meant to house many of the participants name. But as tension has mounted over the 
at the dusty crossroads of Huairou is still a political situation here, the Chinese women’s 
hole in the ground and the plenary-session organization has lost whatever clout it might 
meeting place currently is a school sports field Lave had. Sources involved in negotiations
with bleachers. “There is no site,” said a U.N. last week said that Foreign Minister Qian
official, noting that the main awaited modifica- Qichen had taken over from the woman who
tion is a canopy over the grandstand. heads the State Family Planning Commis-

To the dismay of nongovernmental confer- sion, Peng Peiyun.
ence organizers, the Chinese government pro- In addition to battling the Chinese govem- 
poses to spread half of the delegates among ment, foreign women preparing for the con- 
140 hotels, schools and recreation halls within ference have been bickering among them- 
a three-mile radius, while the rest would be selves.
bused in from Beijing hotels—provided they Many people involved in the preparations 
hold passes to get through road checkpoints. for the meeting accuse the conference orga- 

The location would keep these attendees nizers of bending over backward to avoid of- 
mostly cut off from the simultaneous women’s fending the Chinese side. For example, the 
conference in Beijing attended by govern- head of the negotiating team here last week, 

. ment-appointed representatives. Supatra Masdit, would not meet with French
The nongovernmental and official forums Embassy officials who wanted to discuss a

overlap. Some delegates from the former at- European Union protest treatment of the
tend governmental meetings and try to influ- nongovernmental forum. Masdit reportedly
ence their agenda and policy statements. The wanted to comply with a Chinese request
A
tel and conference center in Beijing. Masdit ruled out the possibility many peo-

Organizers told diplomats last week that pie had floated of moving the conference to 
they wanted to change the nongovernmental Australia, a decision that would take Beijing
conference site, but Chinese government offi- out of the spotlight but would also be a major
ciais refused to offer alternatives. The place “loss of face” for the Chinese. Many people 
that organizers said could satisfy both the fo- helping with preparations for the conference 
rum’s needs and the government’s concerns fear that without the threat of such a reloca-
about public gatherings was the site once used tion, the Chinese government will not budge
for the Asian Games on the north edge of Bei- from its current position.
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Last month s session of China’s nominal legis- could be important variations in content Washing- 
Jafure. the National People's Congress, provided ton should continue working to integrate China into 
tantalizing signs of political ferment For years, the the world trading system under equitable rules.

tee with the support of half the Democratic members. 
________ __ o ..... .....  wujll auulI For now- it looks as though the full House will 

William Reilly, then Administrator of the Environmental the b'11, leavin8.'‘10 ^e Senate to block it.
Protection Agency, devised a clever strategy to head off ° -c‘—
Vice President Dan Quayle and others who wanted to
turn over millions of acres of valuable wetlands to
developers and oil companies. He acknowledged that

, nobody could agree on which wetlands, ranging from
t prairie potholes to huge tidal estuaries, were truly worth
R preserving. So he ordered up a definitive study from the

National Academy of Sciences.
That study, over two ye^rs in the making, is nearly

complete. But the House Transportation and Infrastruc­
ture Committee has chosen to ignore it. Last week, the

.committee approved a bill that would weaken many of
the basic protections provided by the Clean Water Act of
!9«2. recognized by experts in ix>th parties as a maior

positioning themselves for an uncertain future.
There is not much the United States can do to 

affect who comes out on top in Beijing. But Wash­
ington needs to think now about how American

million in sayings to.be negotiated in fringe-benefTt 
and work-rule changes from municipal employees. 
He will almost certainly have to achieve-------

“nn8rce«.SS J™1’^eSeOrghinVm/rket”wiK^unSterrtp®

But the Easter recess gives House Speaker Newt Ging­
rich and his colleagues a chance to reflect on whether 
their mid-term mandate gave them the latitude they 
claim to elevate politics over science

A Vindictive Cut
When House Republicans packed a 10 percent fund­

ing cut for the Federal Election Commission into their 
$17 billion rescissions package Iasi month, the motive 
was revenge. The small, underfunded agency had 
aroused bipartisan anger by approving new rules limn­
ing the ability of lawmakers to use then campaign 
treasuries for personal expenses Rathei than ojhiiI’.

To the Editor:
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agencies, reassign workers*^* 
.ic «.ii anuusi certainly nave to achieve more government. Only last 
savings — and demand that they be permanent. His install and repair street signs outbid private compa°

nominee for vice premier and almost as many voted ministration errs when it subordinates other inter- 
against a major banking law. ests, like human rights, to the mirage of boundless

This show of dissent reflected the efforts of the commercial opportunities.
congress’s chairman, Qiao Shi, to pry open China’s China’s foreign and military policies could also 
airless political system. Besides Mr. Qiao, other be affected by succession politics, since military
well-known figures have conspicuously raised their leaders are likely to be key political power brokers
political profiles, as if to remind colleagues that in the next few years. With this in mind, Washington
potential alternatives exist should Mr. Jiang falter, needs to assess carefully Beijing’s recent burst of

Competing factions also seem to be reviving the belligerence in the disputed waters of the South
Stalinist ploy of targeting corruption investigations China Sea. America is not directly involved in the
to aamage rivals. ‘Rie Beijing political world was boundary dispute but has an interest in discourag-
startled recently when one probe brought down a ing Beijing from reckless behavior.
close family friend of Deng Xiaoping. It is, of course, possible that the succession to

Washington is largely a spectator to these Deng Xiaoping will turn out to be a nonevent.
. events, but it need not be a helpless one. While doing Washington would be foolish to count on it.

Tremors in China
Chinese leaders declare the looming succession

to Deng Xiaoping as China’s paramount leader a
nonevent. Mr. Deng has already retired, they say.
His successor; President Jiang Zemin, is already in
place, surrounded by a collective leadership team.

Few serious China watchers take these decla­
rations seriously. Judging by their actions, neither
do the Chinese leaders who make them. Behind the ........... ........w niKn-ievei
facade of collective leadership, they are already representation at the United Nations women’s con-

u^ciii.icb, reassign workers*.’ 
the government. Only last

current plan calls for the $600 million to last only a nies, saving the city $1 million. The city’s unions 
year or two and then be given back in future benefit have proved that they understand perhaps more 
or wage increases. than anyone, the urgency of the city’s fiscal crisis
___ ]pe guiding principle should be that any in- But the financial pressures are so great that the

all it can to keep present relatiois with China _ 
smooth course, it needs to respo id quickly to signs 
of personnel and policy change.

The Clinton Administration 
entreaties of Jiang Zemin for a F 
the near future. This would be si 
ment of Mr. Jiang’s leadership bj 
tlon should also avoid committinyitself to high-level

ference in Beijing this fall. Washington should offer
no encouragement to China’s crude attempts to
restrict participation on political grounds. •"on'tinm^n^

interests might be affected by a troubled succession chance of regression1 t^Ma^styirsocialism. But

or the abrupt policy changes it could produce. while economic reform will continue in name, there
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Open the Books on Newt Inc.

J

Harsh Wind From Beijing

These sentences form part of a pattern that

6^

a

the last election raises credible questions about 
whether the foundation’s activities are truly aca­
demic and nonpartisan and about whether Mr. 
Gingrich improperly used his House office and 
employees to support the course. He has resisted 
having the complaint handled by an independent 
counsel — the sound process he insisted upon when 
the Ethics Committee addressed his more serious 
charges against former Speaker Jim Wright.

Mr. Gingrich needs to wake up to the full 
meaning of his mandate. The Republican sweep 
was, in part, a rejection of Whitewater secrecy at 
the White House and the Congressional Democrats’ 
old-boy approach to campaign financing. The 
Speaker-designate’s claim that interest in his fi­
nances is politically motivated is delusional. He 
promised Congressional reform, and that means 
open account books and curbs on influence money 
just as surely as it means reform of an encrusted 
committee system.

The Republicans are right to argue that the 
public deserves a full look at the Clintons’ finances. 
Voters deserve the same look at the millions behind 
Newt Inc. If Mr. Gingrich wants to see what finan­
cial secrecy and fudging on political reform will do 
to his bright hopes, he has only to look at the 
Democratic wreckage all around him.

The trial that brought last week’s sentences had 
twice before been postponed: in 1993 when China 
was seeking the 2000 Olympics, and last spring 
when President Clinton was weighing extension of 
China’s low-tariff access to the U.S. market. Turn­
ing down that Olympic bid and extending trade 
access without human rights conditions reduced the 
outside world’s leverage.

Despite President Clinton’s conciliatory poli­
cies, the U.S. too has felt the new chill from Beijing. 
Washington’s favorable tariff decision brought no 
honeymoon but a fresh burst of Chinese threats. 
Beijing warned it would retaliate if ihe U.S. persist­
ed in holding China to reasonable standards for 
joining the new World Trade Organization, and in 
demanding that it crack down on copyright piracy.

Meanwhile, as the U.S. hastens to re-establish 
military cooperation, Beijing has escalated its rhet­
oric over a minor naval surveillance incident earli­
er this year.

Given this present touchiness, Washington 
needs to avoid gratuitous provocation. But it cannot 
avoid asserting legitimate U.S. interests from trade 
to security to human rights.

Republicans who have criticized the Clinton 
Administration’s overly accommodating China poli­
cies will soon hold key committee chairs. The 
Administration, which is considering sending either 
Vice President Gore or Hillary Rodham Clinton to 
Beijing next year, would be wise to consult first with 
Republicans and seek bipartisan agreement on how 
to stand up to today’s Chinese bullying without 
wrecking a valuable long-term relationship.
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Speaker-designate Newt Gingrich is entitled to 
boast that the Republican resurgence in Congress is 
the product of “ideas.” But as Stephen Engelberg 
and Katharine Seelye detailed in The New York 
Times on Sunday, the G.O.P. takeover was helped 
by Mr. Gingrich’s success in raising money — much 
of it in large, still-undisclosed gifts from special 
interests.

The money, and there was lots of it, flowed to 
support the interlocking set of political and finan­
cial entities dubbed “Newt Inc.” by Washington 
insiders. (See chart.) Mr. Gingrich’s refusal to 
disclose fully this financial network raises the ugly 
possibility that he will copy the seedy tendency of 
the Democrats in Congress to stall on campaign 
finance reform.

Beyond Mr. Gingrich’s own re-election commit­
tee, the centerpiece of Newt Inc. is Gopac, the big 
political action committee Mr. Gingrich has used to 
recruit, train and finance Republican House candi­
dates. Many lawmakers maintain such “leader­
ship” PAC’s. But Mr. Gingrich has relied on a 
uniquely goofy rationale to shield his PAC from 
reporting fully to the Federal Election Commission. 
Gopac, he contends, is required to reveal only a 
'handful of its donors because only 10 percent of its 
budget goes directly to Federal candidates.

Mr. Gingrich now says that the secrecy was a 
mistake and that future Gopac donors will be made 
public. That is progress, but the public also needs to 
inow the identity of all past donors who helped out, 

some with gifts of $100,000 or more. The list, which 
has been dribbling out in press accounts, includes a 
predictable array of bankers, health-care execu­
tives and other benefactors whose contributions 
could raise conflict-of-interest questions when the 
Republicans act on proposals governing business.

Sharing an overlapping pool of undisclosed 
donors with Gopac is Mr. Gingrich’s Progress and 
Freedom Foundation. Thjs think tank, founded in 
1993, underwrites his weekly call-in program on 
National Empowerment Television and raises mon­
ey for his college course, “Renewing American 
Civilization,” which is televised to more than 130 
classrooms across the country.

A complaint filed with the House Ethics Com­
mittee by Mr. Gingrich’s Democratic opponent in

It is extraordinary and more than a little 
alarming. The world’s most populous country, a 
nuclear power with a booming, internationalized 
economy, is frozen into hard-line immobility on a 
wide range of policies because its nonagenarian 
supreme leader lies dying and those beneath him 
fear jeopardizing their own political futures by 
appearing too flexible.

Some of the effects of this succession crisis are 
..now being felt throughout the world. But the prima- 
-,ry and most brutal effects are felt in China itself. 
: Crucial reforms of state industry have been post­
poned repeatedly. Arbitrary challenges and revi- 

jsions have left foreign investors questioning the 
•reliability of their contracts. Most recently, human 

_ rights and democracy activists have been subjected 
to a new round of repression that is ferocious even 

,by China’s harsh standards.
Last week, nine defendants drew cruelly exces­

sive sentences for distributing four articles on hu- 
- man and workers’ rights. One man was condemned 

to an incredible 20 years’ imprisonment, seven 
years more than was imposed on the alleged mas- 

" terminds of the Tiananmen Square movement.
These sentences form part of a pattern that 

-includes the re-arrest last spring of China’s most 
famous democrat, Wei Jingsheng; the six-year sen­
tence imposed last month on an internationally 
respected journalist, Gao Yu, and the menacing 

„ harassment of a former student leader, Wang Dan.
The roots of this crackdown are domestic, but 

-its severity reflects Beijing’s perception that it can 
> now ignore international human rights pressure.

The Gingrich Connection
Money raised by Newt Gingrich's 
various political groups

Gopac
Raised $7.8 million 
from Jan. 1, 1991, to Nov. 28.1994

Friends of Newt Gingrich
Campaign Committee
Raised $6.3 million 
from Jan. 1. 1987, to Nov. 28. 1994

The Progress and Freedom Foundation
Projected to raise $2.3 million 
from March 31, 1994, to April 1, 1995 
Sources: Common Cause,
Federal Election Commission and Roll Call-



F A Welcome Respite in the School Feud
After weeks of public criticism aimed at get-

Truce? Expect a Wider War
By Robert Kagan
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coming history of United Stales poi'- 
cy tn Nicaragua.

Croats resume their fighting, and 
when issues like the fate of Kosovo's 
Albanian population return to center 
stage, bringing about possible conflict 
between Serbia and Albania, perhaps 
involving Greece and Turkey.

took us into it in 1917. In the 30’s, we 
tried to stop Japanese aggression in 
the Far East without risking war, 
only to be attacked at a time of Ja­
pan’s choosing, not ours. In 1950, we 
went to war to defend South Korea 
five months after Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson declared it outside our 
defense perimeter.

We have a tendency to harbor 
illusions that international crises 
will somehow resolve themselves 
tolerably with the least exertion on 
our part. Then the illusions are shat­
tered by*the reality of events we had 
studiously tried to ignore. In the end, 
our protestations of indifference 
caused adversaries to miscalculate 
and press too far, only to discover we 
had misled them — and ourselves.

Although the U.S. has avoided the 
complete collapse of its irresolute 
Balkan policy, the prospect that we 
will eventually become more deeply 
involved in the war remains high.

Two Administrations have de­
clared the crisis beyond our respon­
sibility, but both have been unable to 
extricate themselves from involve­
ment. Democrats and Republicans 
in turn have made political capita) of 
the moral failure of American poli­
cy, forcing reluctant, politically be­
sieged Presidents into futile actions 
of dubious wisdom, like Mr. Clinton’s 
halfhearted threat to unilaterally lift 
the arms embargo against the Bos­
nian Government.

Twice in the last four years the 
U.S. has sent troops into action after 
foreign leaders miscalculated the 
limits of our tolerance. If Serbian 
leaders misread our professions of 
reticence the way Saddam Hussein 
and Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega 

for a Greater Serbia goes beyond 
acquiring a few thousand square 
miles of Bosnia — the Administration 
and NATO will face the widening war 
that they claim to be trying to avoid.

There will be no mistaking the 
threat to our interest in European 
order and stability when Serbs and

board, and the board wants Mr. Cortines to stay.
The Mayor’s main condition was that Mr. Corti­

nes be given only a one-year extension. Though he 
may now have to swallow two years, Mr. Giuliani 
nevertheless wants assurances that the Schools 
Chancellor will ask the city’s 1.100 schools to de­
velop their own budgets, rather than accept fiscal 
mandates from central headquarters; that he will 
try to adjust disproportionately high spending on 
special education; that he will adopt an accounting 
system clarifying the distinctions between adminis­
trative and other school costs and, finally, that he 
will make further reductions in middle manage­
ment.

Mayor Giuliani’s diagnosis of the system’s ills 
is largely correct. The Chancellor has made 
progress on some of the issues the Mayor raises, but 
on others he is not moving fast enough.

But it is the board’s role to decide on the 
Chancellor’s tenure, now and in the future. Five of 
the seven members have rightly announced their 
intention to offer him the two-year extension. Mr. 
Cortines arrived on the scene in 1993; if he decides 
to stay on until 1997, he will have a total of four 
years to turn the schools around — the same 
amount of time the voters gave Mr. Giuliani to turn 
the city around.

he Serbs, who read our 
every move with care, 
have been encouraged 
to believe that there is 
nothing we will not tol­
erate. Dispelling this 

illusion would be the starting point of 
a more effective policy.

Recognizing our inability to stay 
out of the Balkan conflict would re­
quire us to explore the most funda­
mental question: what kind of mili­
tary intervention would be most like­
ly to succeed in supporting a diplo­
matic settlement?

Rather than spend time explaining 
what they cannot accomplish, US. 
strategists should devise the^ 
possible military strategy to si 
the Administration’s political 
live: establishment of stable ai____
forceable boundaries that the Serbs, 
Croats and Bosman Muslims re­
spect.

When the next crisis arises, the 
U.S. should have more in its arsenal 
than just a plan for evacuating the 
U.N. troops. President Clinton would 
be wise to prepare the nation and our 
allies for what may prove unavoid­
able. A public debate about Ameri­
ca’s military options might just con­
vince the Serbs that they had better 
not press their luck loo far.

Washington 
'Y’lmmy Carter’s success in get-

I ting a renewable four-month 
I cease-fire between the Bosnian 
I Serbs and Muslims is no great 

J accomplishment. The Balkan 

winter imposes a virtual truce 
— and warmer weather is sure to 
bring renewed Serbian aggression. 
Besides, the Serbs had been willing 
to agree to a truce before Mr. Carter 
arrived.

The Serbs have conceded little by 
declaring a willingness to renew 
talks on dividing Bosnia and to stop 
harassing United Nations peace­
keepers. The big issue is whether 
they will accept the so-called contact 
group’s plan that gives them 49 per­
cent of Bosnia and the Muslims 51 
percent. Mr. Carter’s intervention 
may well have made such an agree­
ment less likely.

Since the Serbs stared down NATO 
in Bihac, their appetite for more ter­
ritory has deepened. With Mr. Carter 
suggesting yesterday that Americans 
had not fully heard the Serbs’ side of 
the story, the Serbs may believe their 
military and political stock is rising. 
They will probably end up demanding 
more territory than the contact group 
has projxised. But the Muslims are 
unlikely to agree to yield 60 to 70 
percent of Bosnia to the Serbs.

The crisis will return full blown. 
And the question of American in­
volvement will face us again. Wil! we 
find ourselves at war in 1995? Ameri­
cans have gone to war when they 
least expected to do so. Woodrow Wil­
son, who “kept us out of war’’ in 1916, 

did, a point will come when Washing­
ton swiftly reaches those limits.

Last February, it look only one 
mortar shell fired into an open-air 
market in Sarajevo, killing 68 people, 
to force the Administration and 
NATO to expand the use of force. An 
even more deadly Serbian assault on 
the city would be seen on TV around 
the world. Would Bill Clinton, striv­
ing to overcome the devastation of 
November’s election, allow himself 
to be the President who fiddled while 
Sarajevo burned?

More fighting among Bosnians, 
Serbs and perhaps Croats will inev­
itably place the peace-keepers in 
harm’s way again. Mr. Clinton has 
approved a plan to deploy as many as 
30,000 combat troops to help evacuate 
the peace force — a mission that the 
Pentagon acknowledges could lead to 
armed conflict.

When appeasement today leads io 
aggression tomorrow — when a plan

n t a _________________________

ting New York City’s Schools Chancellor to leave 
town, Mayor Rudolph Giuliani now says that Ra­
mon Cortines should get a one-year extension on a 

‘ contract that expires next June 30. The Board of
Education will offer Mr. Cortines a new contract 

. this week that runs for at least another two years. 
For the good of the school system, he should stay 
and Mr. Giuliani should endorse the board’s two- 

.. year extension.
The essence of Mayor Giuliani's criticism is 

>' that Mr. Cortines has failed to squeeze more fat out 
of the board’s bureaucracy. The Mayor’s attacks, 

" particularly in recent.days, left him increasingly 
isolated as parents and civic and business leaders 
rallied around Mr. Cortines.

Mr. Giuliani has forcefully and rightly taken on 
many entrenched interests in an effort to cope with 

g-budgetary problems. But he has been particularly 
bn tough in his treatment of Mr. Cortines.
c. At the center of this struggle lie issues of power 
“ and control. Like many mayors before him, Mr. 
“•^Giuliani wants greater influence over a powerful 
<• semi-independent agency that accounts for 25 per- 
_ cent of the city’s budget. That is why Mr. Giuliani is 

still trying to set conditions, even though he accepts 
the reality of his situation: he does not control the 

The Serbs are 
likely to demand 
more territory.



Clinton tells world he’s in charge
CLINTON

5- ..

By Frank J. Murray A, |
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 7J |THE WASHINGTON TIMES I

5

The president is expected to

military forej^n aid programs and rea’s nuclear-power-generating 
toughen America s stance with capability with a process that does

not produce the byproduct of fis-
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McCurry said.
When Philippine President

But in Manila he said “Abso­
lutely!” when asked if he would 
raise human rights issues with 
China and Indonesia.

“Human rights is too important, 
paticularly now, to pass by us, so it 
will be a point of discussion in 
those bilateral meetings,” he said, 
using the diplomatic term for 
meetings between two nations on 
their own relationships outside the 
context of the larger conference.

Failure to show a tough front to 
China could weaken Mr. Clinton’s 
position in Wednesday’s talks with 
Indonesian President Suharto, in 
which human rights also will be 
Ibpic A.

Mr. Clinton has been forced into 
discussing the cause of 27 East Ti­
mor protesters who climbed a wall 
and occupied the U.S. Embassy 
here. Mr. Christopher already has 
obtained a promise from the Indo­
nesian government of no reprisals 
against the protesters.

State Department and White 
House officials said they expect 
little progress with China here, de­
spite recent overtures from Bei­
jing for the president to visit.

“They seem to want it real bad,” 
said a White House official who 
asked not to be identified. 
“They’re not going to get a trip to

L * : \ 
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ence on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, meeting in Budapest.

The trip will be squeezed be­
tween a Sunday night Kennedy 
Center reception and a Monday 
night Christmas party at the White 
House for members of Congress.

The Haiti trip to visit U.S. troops 
and congratulate President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide in his own land 
will be tacked onto a Miami jour­
ney already planned for Dec. 8-10 
to attend the Summit of the Amer­
icas with leaders of every nation in

the Western Hemisphere except 
Cuba. Mr. Aristide will be in Mi­
ami as well.

Mr. Clinton is expected to fly 
from Miami to Haiti on Dec. 11 and 
return to Washington the same day, 
the official said.

The visibly tired president, who 
only recently returned from a 
whirlwind three-day journey to 
the Middle East, is due back from 
Indonesia on Sunday after a few 
days’ rest in Hawaii.

— Frank J. Murray

some nations, including China. i \
icy want to hear that we in- sile weapons-grade plutonium. 
t remain engaged and were He made no public statements

China for free. We need to see 
some movement.”

Another official who briefed re­
porters refused to say just what 
China must do to show sufficient 
movement on the issue, which has 
been a major sticking point in rela­
tions since the massacre of pro­
democracy forces in Tiananmen 
Square in June 1989.

“We have not given the Chinese 
a road map or said, ‘If you release 
these three individuals and do 
that, we’ll make a visit.’ We've said 
at some point the president would 
like to go to China and left it at 
that,” the official said.

“I would not expect the bilateral 
meeting to make big news,” said 
David Gergen, a counselor to both 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Christopher.

If administration officials are 
not simply trying to lower expecta­
tions to make any concession ap­
pear more dramatic, that means 
the president expects to fail again 
He dropped the threat of trade 
sanctions, as Mr. Zemin demanded 
in the last top-level meeting at Se­
attle in November 1993.‘

“Relations are in better shape 
but won’t reach their full potential 
until we settle human rights," Mr. 
McCurry said.

AP

President Clinton toasts Amelita Ramos, the Philippine first lady, while
Mrs. Clinton exchanges pleasantries with President Fidel Ramos.

• Clinton tries to liven up siuid 
state visit with saxophone. A14
• President plans trips to Hungary 
and Haiti in December. A14

But he downplays 
tussle with China 
over human rights

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Presi­
dent Clinton is planning more jet 
diplomacy — to Haiti and Hun­
gary — after Thanksgiving, but 
both trips are expected to be very 
brief, a senior administration offi­
cial said yesterday.

The Hungary trip will last just 
18 hours, departing from Andrews 
Air Force Base late Dec. 4 and re­
turning to Washington the next 
afternoon. The president will 
spend a few hours at the Confer-

From page Al

Fidel Ramos raised the issue pub­
licly at a luncheon yesterday, he 
advised Mr. Clinton not to despair 
over election results and said Mr. 
Clinton’s Manila stopover eased 
his concerns.

“Your visit ... declares Amer­
ica’s intention to remain engaged 

_____  in this region. It renews America’s
JAKARTA, Indonesia — Presi- commitment to the peace, stability 

dent Clinton opened a delicate and progress of our part of the 
round of diplomacy this morning world,” Mr. Ramos said.

‘ 1 Ata news conference in Manila,

• - A

after assuring doubtful world At a news conference in Manila, 
leaders that he, not the new Re- Mr. Clinton said he didn’t expect 

’ ^ican majority in Congress, the election to affect foreign pol- 
ils U.S. foreign policy. icy, which he contended has broad
relieve that the position of the support from congressional cen- 

—red States is certainly just as trists in both parties. He did not 
strong as it ever has been,” Mr. address Mr. Helms' views, how- 
Clinton said, adding that the Con- ever.
stitution clearly vests the presi- “The United States will and 
dent with authority to deal with must remain engaged in the Pa- 
'------- .1----- cific region for security reasons

switched congressional control to day with Japanese Prime Minister 
the GOR world leaders have been Tbmiichi Murayama and South Ko- 
asking Secretary of State Warren rean President Kim Young-Sam 
Christopher about the conse- before holding a news conference, 
quences for their countries. The president is expected to

The ascension of conservative complete arrangements with Ja- 
Jesse Helms, North Carolina Re- pan and South Korea by the end of 
publican, to the chairmanship of next month to create the Korean 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com- Energy Development Organi-- 
mittee is expected to affect non- zation. It will replace North Ko-

stitution clearly vests the presi-

other nations.
Despite that assertiveness and a and for economic reasons,” Mr. 

stated desire to show continuity, Clinton said.
Mr. Clinton is taking a low-key ap- Mr. McCurry said Mr. Christo- 
proach in his second confrontation pher has been asked about the con- 
with Chinese President Jiang fidence factor on his travels since 
Zemin over touchy human rights Thesday, particularly in South Re­
issues. rea, where he made a speech

State Department spokesman stressing continuity.
Michael McCurry said the pres- The Japanese and South Korean 
idem would raise the question of governments also have asked for 
human rights but not “dwell” on it. similar assurances, officials said. 

Since last week’s election Mr. Clinton meets separately to-

i remain engaged and were 1_________ _ ______________
nterested in what Christo- when he arrived last night for a 
had to say about points of meeting of the 18-nation Asia- 

commonality on foreign policy be- Pacific Economic Cooperation fo- 
tween us and the Republicans,” Mr. rum (APEC), which opens with a 

ceremonial dinner tonight.
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over Republican Ellen Sauerbrey. Here's
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those two counties reported, Mr. 
Glendening held a 3,160-vote lead 
over Republican challenger Ellen 
Sauerbrey, about half of the 
6,100-vote lead he held after polls 
closed Tuesday.

Attorneys for both sides agreed 
to speed the process last night by 
counting absentee ballots in Mont­
gomery and Baltimore counties in 
batches while workers continued

Democrat Parris Glendening 
was expected to widen his thin 
lead in Maryland’s closest guber­
natorial election in 75 years as 
absentee ballot returns from 
Montgomery and Baltimore coun­
ties trickled in last night.

With absentee votes from all but

handling them, she said.
Mr. Denis was among those 

punching new cards for ballots 
that were valid but could not be 
machine-read. Watchers from 
both parties check each newly 
punched ballot to see that it 
matches what the voter intended, 
he said.

After all the absentee ballots 
are inspected, Ms. Evans said, the 
cards are fed into a machine that 
reads them onto a tape, which is 
then read by the county’s main­
frame computer.

Montgomery elections officials 
originally hoped they would have 
absentee tallies by 8 p.m. last 
night, but challenges slowed the 
pace into the night.

Normally, the entire process of 
opening absentee ballots, compar­
ing ballot signatures with those on 
the application, inspecting and tal­
lying would have been finished by 
10 p.m. Wednesday, the day after 
the election, Ms. Evans said. But 
challenges by both camps, as they 
fight for each vote in a tight elec­
tion, kept election officials work­
ing all weekend.

In tallying the absentee ballots, 
officials were first counting those 
that were not opposed by either 
side, Ms. Evans said. The chal­
lenged ballots were to be counted 
separately, she said.

Mr. Denis, who served as Mrs. 
Sauerbrey’s chief watcher at the 
Montgomery County count, said 
he had a personal victory of sorts 
during his 16-plus-hour day.

“I got a write-in vote here today 
for governor, so that made my day,” 
said Mr. Denis, who was an unsuc­
cessful candidate for lieutenant 
governor on Republican Rep. 
Helen Delich Bentley’s ticket. “It’s 
something to build on, anyway:

That vote won’t count, but Mr. 
Denis said he does not know why 
it was disqualified.

“It shows you the type of year 
I’ve had, that that ballot had to be 
thrown out for other reasons,” he 
said.
• This story is based in part on 
wire service reports.

a county-by county breakdown of tallied 
absentee votes.______________________

Glendening Sauerbrey 

683.995 677,808

EVERY
VOTE COUNTS
Maryland elections officials are counting 
absentee ballots that will determine the 
governor s race, where Democrat Parris 
Glendenn L " - ■-

360
2.323 

910 
1.837 

411 
172

1,008 
418 

523 
188 
790 
307 

1.349
1,604 

233 
1,580

1,717 
309 
455
307

369 
777 
407 
507 

18.861

696.669 

(3.263)

the tedious process of checking 
and sorting the ballots, instead of 
waiting until all had been checked 
to begin counting.

With 40 percent of the Balti­
more County absentee ballots 
counted last night, Mrs. Sauerbrey 
had picked up 1,837 votes to Mr. 
Glendening’s 1,186, a gain of 651, 
said state Sen. Howard Denis, 
Montgomery County Republican,

318
1.482
2,121
1,186

269
95

475
275

342
127
493
105

714
1,268

168
2.334

2.239
168
318
167

196
521
287
269

15.937

699.932

Leading/(Trailina) 3,263
• Incomplete

Source: State Board of Elections_________________
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frequently do, that’s illegal.”
Such ballots are set aside and 

are not counted, she said.
Other ballots must be 

punched because they cannot be 
read by the machine, she said. In­
stead of following the instructions 
and punching out the perforated 
circles with a pencil to indicate 
their choice, some voters “get 
fancy” and use a hole punch, 
which may be the wrong size or 
shape, Ms. Evans said. Others 
make a mistake and try to tape the 
hole back in, or smear bubble gum 
or peanut butter on the ballots in

From page Al

“I guess, basically, it’s a wash,” 
Mr. Denis said.

Baltimore County officials were 
to resume counting today, but 
Montgomery County officials 
were pledging to go all night.

But even after the absentee 
counting is done, the long-awaited 
results could change. Overseas 
ballots will not be counted until 
Friday, and the “canvass” — when 
election officials spot-check pre­
cinct counts and look for possible 
errors — could change some num­
bers.

GOP officials already have gone 
to court to challenge 2,000 Mont­
gomery County ballots, and the 
Sauerbrey campaign continues to 
investigate claims of “irregu­
larities,” said Carol Hirschburg, a 
campaign spokeswoman.

“This is an extremely close elec­
tion — less than two one-hun­
dredths of a percent out of 1.3 mil­
lion votes cast,” Ms. Hirschburg 
said. “It would be ridiculous to sit 
back at this stage and say this is 
over.”

While Mrs. Sauerbrey has 
chipped away at Mr. Glendening’s 
lead, she has said she does not 
think absentee ballots will allow 
her to overcome it.

At the Montgomery County 
Board of Elections yesterday, the 
atmosphere had the hushed inten­
sity of a library. Election workers 
sat at long tables in teams of four
— two workers and two watchers
— inspecting every absentee bal­
lot, about 8,700 in all.

Workers ran their fingers up 
and down the edges of each card, 
then turned the cards over and ran 
their hands over them again, look­
ing for marks and feeling for im­
proper punches.

“If somebody writes on them 
other than a write-in vote — sign­
ing their name or any identifying 
mark—that’s illegal,” said Admin­
istrator Carol S. Evans. “If some­
body writes an obscenity, as they

Starling vote

Allegany 
Anne Arundel 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore Co." 

Calvert 
Caroline 
Carroll 
Cecil__________

Charles 
Dorchester 
Frederick 
Garrett 

Harford 
Howard 
Kent 
Montgomery”

Prince George s 
Queen Anne's 
St. Mary's 
Somerset

Talbot 
Washington 
Wicomico 
Worcester

Absentee totals

Total votes

an attorney for the Sauerbrey cam­
paign.

But, said Mr. Denis, with absen­
tee ballots from 100 of Montgom­
ery County’s 218 precincts count­
ed, Mr. Glendening had bounced 
back with 2,334 votes to Mrs. 
Sauerbrey’s 1,580, a gain for him 
of 754 votes.
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oftrrepressive governments, as U.N. mem­
bers, in deciding international policies

By CAROLE COLLINS
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Organizations, span whole continents. ' 
Still others, like the 50 Years Is Enough! 
campaign to reform the World Bank, 

span the globe. Their very diversity (
Since its founding 50 years ago, the reflects the increasing differentiation of <
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United Nations has largely been a club civil society around the world, 
of governments. A club largely domi- They encompass everything from char- 
nated by a few “big boys" from the cap- ities and relief agencies, such as Oxfam 
italist, industrialized North — the Unit- and Caritas, to political parties; think 
ed States, Britain and France. tanks and academic centers to commu-

But the rapid growth of global civil nity organizations; cultural associations 
society — widely credited with ending to continent-wide farmers’ networks; 
the Cold War and lighting a brushfire women’s groups to environmental fed- 
of democratization across Africa — has erations; social movements to human 
begun to change the form, functioning rights and religious groups, 
and now the gender balance of this multi- Some NGOs provide expertise on spe-
national country club. dfic issues that governments or the Unit-

It has also secured a new actor on the ed Nations lack. Others represent sig­
international diplomatic stage to sup- nificant constituencies with a direct stake 
plement governments: the nongovern- in the outcome of U.N. decisions, 
mental organization, or NGO. (In the Still others are little more than 
United States, NGOs are generally referred entrepreneurial in nature. Taking advan- 
to as “private voluntaiy organizations," tage of the current emphasis on priva- 
or PVOs.) tization of government services and func-

A decade ago, NGOs were fairly tions, they are cashing in on the credibility 
marginal to major international diplo- that NGOs often have as ostensible expres- 
macy. Today, NGO participation in inter- sions of civil society, 
governmental negotiations has been Some transnational corporations 
mainstreamed. Even multilateral devel- whose powers and resources often exceed ' 
opment banks like the World Bank, des- those of governments, have taken to try- 
perate to shore up their shrinking legit- ing to portray themselves as NGOs, as 
imacy among the public, have turned to some tobacco company donors did recent­
soliciting NGO input on their policies ly at a UNICEF meeting. Such “BNGOs” 
and programs. — business NGOs — have outraged

As U.N. Secretary-General Boutros activists who feel the not-for-profit nature 
Boutros-Ghali and other U.N. officials of “PINGOs" — public interest NGOs — 
have noted, the involvement of NGOs in is essential to their credibility, 
making decisions on the environment. Even governments, eager for the cachet 
sustainable development, human rights of greater popular legitimacy sometimes i 
and women has increased the legitima- lent by NGO status, have taken to por- 
cy and transparency of intergovernmental traying some of their agencies or pro­
deliberations. jects as NGOs. During the Rio earth sum-

But it has made U.N. decision-mak- mit, activists denounced the Brazilian 
ing much more complex. It also has high- government for including several gov- 
lighted a dilemma of democracy at the emment-owned corporations in the NGO 
United Nations — its continued domi- Forum, the series of NGO workshops 
nation by the “big boys” and inclusion of and panels paralleling the official U.N. 

conference.
Governments have sometimes insist- 

of vital importance to grassroots people, ed that NGOs be organized in govern­
ment- or ruling-party-approved federa- , 
tions, the better to control their activities 
and membership. But such supposed 

What exactly is this exotic-sounding “NGOs" lack the legitimacy of authen- 
entity known as an NGO? tically civil — that is, nongovernmental

NGOs come in all sizes, shapes, ide- — society.
ologies, nationalities, organizing struc- This surfaced as an issue at a recent 
tures and styles. Some focus on nothing meeting for NGOs organized by the All 
but local issues. Others, like the Feder- China Women’s Federation, official host 
ation of African Voluntary Development for the NGO Forum in Beijing. Federa-
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tion statements that suggested they had 
been approved by the Chinese govern­
ment raised activists’ concerns that the 

• »•.->' access and freedoms NGOs have enjoyed
at recent U.N. summits might not be 
allowed in Beijing.

NGOs are not immune from their own 
divisions. NGOs from the industrialized 
North have long dominated international 
NGO activities and presence at the Unit­
ed Nations. On May 8, the Group of 77, 
or G-77, a U.N. caucus of about 135 devel­
oping countries, is^ped a statement call­
ing for better balance between North 
and South as well as national and inter­
national NGOs.

NGOs in the negotiating sessions,” for­
mer Congresswoman Bella Abzug told 
NCR, “because some fear them as the 
growing voice of civil society." And sin­
gle-issue NGOs often have little under­
standing of the role governments play 
in balancing or reconciling civil society’s 
often competing priorities and interests.

<

Evolving relationship
International agreements and treaties 

were traditionally the fruit of protract­
ed negotiations among U.N. member 
nation-states, from which the public was 
largely excluded.

But transnational institutions such 
as the International Monetary Fund have 
effectively stripped away some elements 
of national sovereignty, such as setting 
exchange rates for the national curren­
cy. Globalization of information, tech­
nology and economies have further under­
mined the power and relevance of national 
governments’ decision-making.

Many nation-states have fragment­
ed into microstates during the past decade 
as a result of ethnic and religious con­
flicts. When such conflicts shatter or 
delegitimize governments in countries 
like Somalia, Rwanda and Yugoslavia, 
the United Nations has often been left 
to pick up the pieces. A key ally in this 
process may be NGOs.

As a recent issue of the Earth Nego­
tiations Bulletin argues, recent debates 
on accreditation and access at the Bei­
jing PrepComm reflected “the U.N.’s 
evolving role as the facilitator of an 
unprecedented dialogue involving the 
representatives of sovereign states and 
global civil society.”

“Since (the) Nairobi (U.N. Conference 
on Women in 1985),’ it says, “women 
have been in the vanguard of this promis­
ing but difficult marriage of an essen­
tially American model of democratic lob­
bying and a forum with a built-in democratic 
deficit” reflecting current global power 
relations.

•> . J-.■.

New challenges
On May 8, the United Nations con­

vened a weeklong meeting to better define 
its relationship to NGOs. It hopes to 
replace the series of ad hoc arrangements 
that have hitherto governed NGO accred­
itation and access to U.N. meetings with 
a formally agreed upon process.

The meeting is trying to “catch up 
with how the world has really changed, 
to make the rules catch up with reali­
ty,” said a U.N. staffer who works exten­
sively with NGOs. Governments real­
ized that many NGOs had contributed 
greatly to the earth summit and other 
meetings but were barred from follow­
up because they lacked formal consul­
tative status with the United Nations. 

Accreditation rules were last reviewed 
in 1968, at the height of the Cold War, 
when most NGOs were based in the 
North. Since then, the number of NGOs 
from developing countries has explod­
ed.

Most NGOs active at the United 
Nations have been accredited until now 
through the Economic and Social Coun­
cil, and are largely excluded from delib­
erations by other parts of the United 
Nations. In its May 8 statement, the G- 
77 called for NGOs to have access to and 
provide input into all parts of the Unit­
ed Nations, including those bodies deal­
ing with finance, trade, disarmament, 
law and humanitarian intervention.

Perhaps the most challenging aspect 
of NGOs’ more prominent role in inter­
national diplomacy is the potential they 
hold for building binding commitments 
among governments from below, rather 
than through political elites at the top. 

Fr. Jim Hugg, head of the Washing- 
ton-based Center of Concern, noted recent­
ly that NGOs in many ways form “unique 
experiments in global democracy focused 
on issues, not elections."

As such, they may have a lot to teach 
both the United Nations and its mem-

The marriage has sometimes been ber governments. ■ 
difficult. “There’s resistance to having

1 »
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U.N. planning process angers some wo:
Groups excluded from affecting Beijing report “ocr X™c?ng women. b7th^Aprii. an

But serious flaws in the planning pro-

Se7nX won at eUariier U.N. conferencesjinan- content.ous issues of the Bering agen-

PrepComm deliberations were tense
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By CAROLE COLLINS
Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW YORK — Odd things are hap- ment, population and human rights — 
pening on the way to the U.N. Fourth ’ ‘ J! v* 

of gender issues.
Active NGO involvement at the Unitr 

ed Nations on women’s issues — as on
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tus of Women met in New York to com­
plete plans for the world conference to 
be held September 4-15 in the Chinese 
capital.

But at this final Beijing “PrepComm’’ 
— preparatory committee meeting — 
women’s and nongovernmental organi­
zations found themselves effectively

pening on the way to the U.N. Fourth has grown steadily over tne past two excruciatingly slow. During the third
WorM Conferenteon Women.lobetel'l de^X>t WorM on Women conference, foreing domains and NGOs week, delegate, .pent almoot an hour

'n S^ofX faded ..lamp; of m Jjmd- £^t

“SSE- Sn^p’^^SSn^ 

finding it difficult to empower women, women and men represe g ,. tn incornorate many U N commitments tions find out where to get documents.

barred from providing input to delegates 
drafting the “Conference Platform for 
Action for Women.” Most were unable to 
obtain draft texts on time or gain access 
to official delegates to propose addition­
al or alternative language.

This was in sharp contrast to other 
recent U.N. conferences — the 1992 Rio 
earth summit, 1993 Vienna human rights 
conference, 1994 Cairo population con­
ference end March 1995 Copenhagen 
social development summit — where non­
governmental organizations, NGOs, and 
women steadily expanded their partici­
pation in official meetings.

The irony of women being marginal­
ized at a U.N. conference focusing specif­
ically on their concerns and needs was 
not lost on the many activiste attending 
the meeting. It seems to have been the 
product of two mty'or factors: inadequate 
U.N. processes and the sensitive nature
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UNITED NATIONS TIMELINE FOR WOMEN
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achievements and set new benchmarks ry meetings held during 1994. Govern- 
lui auvauvii.g —r- —1 ments were also distracted by the very
estimated 32,000 women reportedly had number of major U.N. conferences orga- 
applied to go to Beijing. nized preceding Beijing.

But serious flaws in the planning pro- As a result, there was little consen- 
cess eroded much of the access NGOs bus reached in advance even on the less

mvuv uvpu.av.v..  cial constraints led the United Nations da.
has grown steadily over the past two to cut back on the usual number of prepare-
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accreditation.

Several countries, notably China, 

en language on women’s human rights. 
Fundamentalist Muslim countries used 
cultural and religious differences to argue 
against language asserting the univer­
sality of women’s human rights.

Even the three conference themes, 
equality, development and peace, did not

Contested terrain
Nowhere was the lack of political con­

sensus more evident than in the excep­
tionally high amount of text — 40 per­
cent — left bracketed (that is, not agreed 
to and still in dispute) in the draft plat­
form.

Even language reflecting commit­
ments on reproductive rights and health 
care adopted at the Cairo conference were 
bracketed (at the urging of Malta, sev- 
eralCentral American countries and the 
H^k^ee). Several NGOs warned in a 
I^^Blease that obstruction by this tiny 
n^Wity of delegations threatened to 

reverse “commitments to women’s human 
rights already made by governments and 
the U.N. over the past decade.”

Incomprehensible to many was the 
effort by the Holy See, Guatemala and 
Honduras to delete the word gender — 
a term used for decades in U.N. docu­
ments without challenge — from the 
entire platform. They argued that it car­
ried a hidden agenda implying toleration

term equality, arguing that males and

appeals process for those NGOs denied affirmed the right of equity of access to 

resources according to need, a stance t 
opposed by other governments averse to 
raising distributive justice issues. 

Maria Reilly of the Washington-based 
Center of Concern decried the lack of 
emphasis in the platform on m^jor macroe­
conomic issues. While the effects of struc­
tural adjustment on women were detailed 
at some length, virtually all the recom­
mendations for action — such as reform 
of the International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank — were bracketed. 

“The European Community and the 
U.S. have been good on the microeco­
nomic issues — such as access to credit < 
and land — which have kept women on 
the margins of society,” Reilly noted. “But 
they have opposed any language on the 
negative effects of free trade on women I 
or any language focusing on transna­
tional corporations. So one of the world’s 
major economic actors on women’s lives 
is absolutely invisible in the document.” 

The Holy See’s adept manipulation of 
U.N. procedures and what one activist

 _ ! 6 National Catholic Reporter
of lesbian and homosexual behavior. (Dur- ■ • • ' •’ -
ing the ensuing floor debate, one frus­
trated European delegate asked if those
objecting to the word also sought to brack­
et the word women in the text as well.) 
A special group was asked to seek agree­
ment on a common accepted meaning for
the word gender.
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termed its “unholy alliance” with the 
repressive Guatemala and Honduras gov­
ernments in opposing reproductive rights 
sparked deep anger among virtually all 
women’s groups. Several NGO repre­
sentatives who slipped unnoticed into 
official sessions told NCR that the Holy 
See, which as an observer cannot par­
ticipate in official discussions, visibly 
used some delegates as its proxies. Rep­
resentatives of the Holy See frequently 
dispatched messengers with notes to the 
Guatemalan and Honduran delegates, 
who would immediately raise their flags 
to challenge parts of the text deemed 
objectionable to the Holy See. 

Former Congresswoman Bella Abzug 
current head of the New York-based 
Women for Environment and Develop­
ment Organization, which has played a 
leading role in U.N. conferences since 
the 1992 Rio earth summit, decried what 
she saw as the Holy See’s effort to impose 
Catholic religious beliefs on a religious­
ly diverse international community. 

Other activists told NCR that the con­
ference chair, Tanzanian Gertrude Mon- 
gella, was hesitant to challenge the Vat­
ican because she is Catholic. A Canadian 
activist told NCR the intensity of the Vat­
ican’s effort was “frightening and intim­
idating to women, especially those from 
Catholic countries,” and even to some 
Canadian delegates, who had been sur­
rounded and harangued by antiabortion 
activists.

Efforts by the Vatican to introduce j 
language on the family as the basic unit 

s of society were largely blocked by Euro­

pean governments and developing coun- 
tries. 4<rhe Vatican doesn’t address women j 
in other areas of life outside the family,” I 
Bene Madunagu, of the Coalition of Nige­
rian NGOs on Human Rights and Devel­
opment, told NCR. “They are distracting 
us from other important issues,” she • 
added.

China, denied the Olympics because 
of its widespread abuse of human rights 
and coercive population control policies, 
especially in Tibet, lobbied hard to host 
this U.N. conference. But it generated 
new controversy by announcing, just as 
the PrepComm concluded, plans to relo­
cate the NGO Forum — the series of NGO 
workshops and panels paralleling the

Denying accreditation to 490 NGOs 
wishing to go to Beijing — and refusing 
to specify the reasons for denial or noti­
fy the excluded groups — sparked addi­
tional controversy. The excluded groups 
ranged from academic and local com­
munity organizations to lesbian and

Inued from page 5
i^^into Spanish," a Catholic Latina C 1
member of the U.S. delegation told NCR. -* Indonesia and Malaysia, sought to weak-
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official U.N. meeting — to an inaccessi- were exceedingly successful in bringing 
ble site far from the official deliberations, their agenda to Rio and to Cairo and to 

This “raises dramatic questions about Copenhagen.... They were recognized as 
NGO access to government delegates dur- a political force to be reckoned with. The 
ing the conference,” said the Unitarian chaos around planning for Beijing has to 
Universalist Service Committee’s Heather do with governments’ recognition that 
Foote. “The irony is that this is happen- women now are a significant power. They 

1I1K a1, a wumcu a \zv***v»*%.»*****> »• ---- -- -- w •
supposed to focus on women becoming allow them to get out of control or take 
central decision-makers, and on tapping control.”
the expertise of NGOs." Despite such problems, many women

Some women are now beginning to remain committed to going to Beijing, 
ask — as feminist theologian Madonna “As a Latina and woman of color, I 
Kolbenschlag did in a public statement have been so busy at the grassroots all 
late last month — “Why are we going to my life,” said Maria Antometta Berriozabal, 
Beijing?” a former San Antonio, Texas, city coun-

Criticizing China’s women’s rights cilwoman participating in the official U.S. 
record and efforts to bar Tibetan and Tai- delegation. “But I see, reflected in the 
wanese as well as lesbian and religious conference documents, what I’ve been 
women’s groups from the conference, Koi- saying for years in my local community, 
benschlag said the Fourth World Con- For others, the value of Beijing lies 
ference on Women risks being “exploit- in the opportunity it provides “to connect 
ed to serve nonhumanitarian ends.” She with women sharing their own struggles 
echoed concerns that China will try to elsewhere around the world, to network, 
limit distribution of NGO literature and notes Janet Gottschalk, a Medical Mis- 
access to media, and carefully control sion Sister representing the American 
which Chinese women attend. Public Health Association at the Prep-

Comm.
“Many grassroots women want to go 

 so Beijing isn’t just the white middle class
Despite their energy, the mood among talking about their agenda only,” the 

the 1,500 activists who attended all or Center of Concern’s Mana Reilly said in 
part of the four-week PrepComm was an interview. “At Beijing, they’ll be con- 
one of frustration with the slow pace of necting with indigenous women, all sorts 
official deliberations, the lack of avail- of grassroots women from all over the 
able draft texts and the blocking of con- world.”
sensus by a handful of delegates. And by being there, she says, they are

“The whole process was meant to trash saying, “We don’t need people to speak 
and insult women," one religious activist for us. We can speak for ourselves. ■ 

told NCR last week. “This would never
have happened at a conference for men,”
another told NCR.

Once hopeful that the conference would
significantly advance women’s rights |
beyond previous commitments at Cairo,
many now feel women will be lucky if
they can “hold the line and prevent back­
ward movement,” one woman religious
told NCR. Words like fiasco, paralysis
and damage control peppered other NGO
comments. “Beying is the glass ceiling
of U.N. conferences,” one speaker con­
cluded at an NGO caucus.

“Women represent the most difficult
issue for the U.N. because they raise seri­
ous issues of power,” Reilly argues. “Women



• 

Women of world meet, mingle 
at U.N., get ready for Beijing 

By CAROLE COLLINS 
Diplomatic Correspondent 

Reaching agreement at the United 
Nations is the result of hard lobbying 
and negotiating by governments and, 
increasingly, nongovernmental organi­
zations. But most hard bargaining takes 
place months before the actual event, at 
conference preparatory committee meet­
ings, called •PrepComms. • 

During the Beijing PrepComm, from 
March 15 to April 7, the long, drab base­
ment hallways of the U.N. Secretariat 

, building in New York- normally the 
exclu■ ive pre■erve of pinstriped male 
diplomata - were packed with women. 
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Old women from Harlem, lined faces 
of incredible dignity topped by African­
cloth turbans, cautiously navigated the 
gray linoleum corridor using canes. Three 
young sari-clad Indian women sprinted 
by, one in high-topped canvas sneakers. 
At midday, 25 African women - sitting 
in a circle of chairs in the middle of a 
side hallway - animatedly discussed 
health and reproductive rights issues, 
in sharp contrast to the subdued tenor 
of the official Commission on the Status 
of Women meeting nearby. 

In a room further up the corridor, a 
young Kenyan woman pointed out a for­
mat error on the computer screen to a 
stiletto-heeled Latino oolleague. "Unusu­
al linkages happen here, as well u a lot 

.. . .

of informal 'over the shoulder' network­
ing,• said Judith Mayer, the "tech man­
ager- of the NGO computer operation. 
Across the room, an Ecuadorian village 
woman edited a draft. petition next to a 
woman from Kuwait's ruling Sabah fam­
ily. Nearby, a Tibetan activist typed furi­
ously while a young Suriname woman 
used E-mail for the first time. 

Around the comer at the diplomats' 
coffee bar, two men - embassy officials 
from Russia and the Ukraine - were 
fish out of water amid clusters of women 
intently scanning thick U.N. documents, 
bulging briefcases at their feet. A quiet 
young Somali woman claimed a chair 
just vacated by a vivacious Filipina. Two 
tables away, former Congresswoman 
Bella Abzug, her trademark wide-brimmed 
hat tipped back, talked intently to three 
coffoo-sipping young women before pulling 
out a cellular phone to make a call. 

Five regional and more than 10 issue­
oriented caucuses helped focus NGOs' 

• 

attention on specific areas of the official 
draft. text. In sharp contrast to the slow 
pace of official deliberations, these cau­
cuses managed to produce a joint lob­
bying document of suggested changes 
by the second day of the PrepComm, 
after a line-by-line review of the unwieldy, 
68-page working paper.

The Holy See was not without its
NGO proxies as well. Antiabortion activists 

- in contrast to other caucus gather­
ings, overwhelmingly white - congre­
gated with several priests every day at
the farthest end of the hallway.

The Canadian group Real Women dis­
tributed press statements denouncing 
the Canadian government delegation for 
its alleged "all-out war against the tra­
ditional familY- and support for "a rad­
ical feminist agenda that aggressively 
promotes and defends lesbian rights.• 
Other antiabortion activist.a preferred 
to distribute anonymous leaflets attack­
ing feticide and the u■e of condoms. ■
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Should we go to Beijing? 
As the Fourth U.N. World Confer­

ence on Women, to be held in Septem­
ber in Beijing, China, draws near, 
warning signals are emerging and 
serious questions are being asked 
W'H May L9). Some womt>n wonder 

,11oud - a� feminist theoiog1a11 
Madonna Kolbenschlag did in a public 
statement late last month - "Why are 
we going to Beijing?n 

Their list of concerns begins with 
China's dismal women's rights record, 
f'hina's woefully apparent lack of free 
speech and its efforts to bar Tibetan 
and Taiwanese as well as lesbian and 
religious women's groups from the 
ronference. 

20 National Catholic Reporter 

For years the Chinese government 
has abused women. These instances 
include forced population control with 
forced abortions. Recently Chinese 
athletes have been banned from inter­
nal.tonal competitton for testing pos1• 
tive for illegal drugs ft appears tht· 
athletes were systematically drugged 
by Chinese officials without their 
knowledge. 

Then there's the matter of China's 
plans to marginalize nongovernmental 
organizations' voices by locating NGO 
representatives far from official con• 
ference deliberations. Many NGO rep• 
resentatives have been told they will 
not be allowed into the country. 

- --··------- ----------------

------------

What's going on here? 
In has long been the argument that 

holding the U.N. gathering in China 
would provide encouragement to 
oppressed Chinese. But this assumes 
visitors feel they can speak freely -
and do! If censorship or timidity ends 
up curtailing openness, it would be 
better for visitors to stay home. If 
women find they cannot adva11ce the 
causes of dignity tind human 11ghts, 
starting with the dignity and rights of 
Chinese women, then participating in 
the deliberations may not be prudent. 

These will be difficult judgment 
calls, but seriously addressing these 
issues in the coming weeks may have 
its own benefits, not least of which 
will be to send warnings to Chinese 
and U.N. officials. 

Women have made major advances 

. ;. 

,. 

� \. 
C • 
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on the world scene in recent years. 
Many fear-driven forces want to pu( 
these advances back. The deftness '-
with which women handle these grow-
ing pressures and the decisions that 
emerge in the process will give us all a 
better understanding of the form this_,_,,­

new women's leadership will take. 
It has long been the hope that in 

the proces:. nf winning new rights, 
women will advance ch<: causes of JU�· { 
tice and compassion for the larger .. ....__, 

human family. In this light the chal-
lenges of Beijing become increasingly 
clear. 

Going in, the odds appear stacked 
against a successful advance in the 
women's agenda. Time will tell. One 
thing for sure: Women know this is 
nothing new. ■

May 26, 1995 

----
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1 0. the Vnlicnn rekn.�cd n "Letter 10 le!-� than lhe Pope demand:- ur i;ecular i;ocicry-n pro-
Womcn"' by the Pntriarch of lhc Wc.�t. one of lhe andcnl round change of attitude ;,ml nrg :rni1.atio11 rhnr hriug� 
t.itle.� hy which pope.� :trc known. ll1c letter .�1nnd� in 1-1nrk women imn n.11 decislon-malcing prm:cs�es . 
contm!,t lo the hrn;tile approach r.tken by lhe Holy Sec nt Second. lhe Pope chee� fcmini�t pioneer.� .  He e�prc1,i;-
la!i1 yc:u · �  Cairo Confere nce  on ror, u la t ion  and C!i hi . .  � per!ional ".1chniralion for rho...: women of �mcl will 
Development. "I  am writfog thi!- letter to ench one of you." who have devoted their live:- to defending the dignity or 
lhe Pope write!i. "n.� n �lgn of �ulidnrhy a.n<l grnthm!c on womanhood hy fighting for their hn�ic :mdnl. eccmrnnk 
lhe eve of lhe (United Nntiom' I r=unrlh World Conference and political right� demon!itr.lUng c1111rngcou/i inltl:-ilivc at 
on Women 10 he held in Bcijin& lhi!i coming Sep!cmhcr.' '  :l time when thl$ wa!i coni;ldcred c:ttremcly inappn,rir i:irc. 
In hoth tone nm.I content the lerter markit n major shift of U1e .� lgn of a l.ick of feminini ty, n mMifcsl:\lion of e:chihi-
attltude toward IJle glohnl wnme11'$ m1wemc111. 1lonlm1 :md even a !tin !" Oel ln Ah1.ug. r-rnnceli Ki!t.<;lina 

\\omen's advocalC!i expected n smooth ride to Beijing. and S1/iler Theresa Knnc . pl c:-t!le tnkc no1c: de!.pire hi,,; 
Bur :it lhc riiuil f'rcparntory Commhtee !iC$.,lon in New lih;vp <lisogrccmc,11 w ith you on .�rnn e (hut 1101 .i l l) rnnt-
Ymk City l.\.,t March. a coolillon of Cc\thollc cmmlries. rcr�. U1e Pope extend� yon his rc11pcc1 -and invltei; civil 
joined hy the Vatic:m and certnin llila.mk lilateli. i;uc:cecded t.l i.�cour.�e. This I�,; like a rea l opening. 
in challenging one t.11ird of Ute draft Pl:ufonn of t\ction, The generous �pint of this new p:ipaJ letter cu1 only he 
including all re(erem:c� to "gentler" and "gender equaJI- welcomed. Yet "aender cqua!hy" �mnins a sore point-
ty." Debate at Beijing, which hlds to �et lhc agenda for nnd nnwhere i!i lhii: more l!vitlcnt lh:m when 11,e Pope. 
women's empowennent inlo tJ1c 2 I :o.t century. ili tJ111s llkc- c..lefending an exclu:;ively mnle rrtc.,;1J1cxld. hliU1ely chrun-
ly lo he ho1 and henvy. pions a "complemcnli\ry" divcr:.ity or role� for tnen nnd 

John Paul'� letter come.,; n., n 11urpri:1c. II p.1y!i tribute to women a., if thi:,; were not, at len.,l in our culture. a homc1:1· 
women·!, often hidden role In making hi!-tory. pMI and nci.t. ''Womanhood exprclii:e� the ' human' n� much n� 
presenl.  Adllre!i�Cd directly to "the heart and mind of manhood does.'' the Pope ini;i$1."i, "hut in a different way." 
every woman," the letter hegins by profu:1ely thanking The "prcliCnce of a certain di verliity of role!. I� In no way 
mothers. d.1ughtcr:;, i;iMcri.. con.�rnted women o\lld work• prejucfidal to W(lmcn. f)foviclcd Umt thi11 i� not the result of 
ing women, ''prc :;enl in every are.i of tl(e," for their  "con- nn arbitrary impoi.ition, hut Ii: rather an exprc�,ion of wh:u 
ttitn,tion to lhc growth of a culture that unites re:t�on and l!i lipccific to being male nnd female.'' But whnt arc t he 
feel i n g . "  Then ,  invoking the  v i ii lun of the  Oook of mh:i. specinc to the di fferent "genius of women"'? And 
Gcne!II�. U1e Pope arrinn11 t11n1 men and women share who define.� them? Women thcmselve� nre aurhorilic!i in 
equally in the ta.c;k of rci.pon.�ihly trani;fonning the face o f  thii; matter. 
rhe earth-and in lhii; regard. he fimli; Uie c;pedfic "geniu.� 
or women" not only in the i;pirHual and cultural i:phere 
(called "rrtmro-y� for women). hut on lhc !iociopoliticnl 
and economic level o:- well. Accordingly. the Pope align� 
himself wi th the �truggle� of women everywhere "for 
equal p.1 y  for eqnnJ worlc:, protection for working mot.11ers. 
foimc.,;.� in carcef atlvancemctll!-, equnlity nf �pou�c:'I with 
rcgnrtl 111 family tight,; .1nd the n:coanilion of everything 
thnr i$ pnrt of the right!i and uutle:'I of citir.enii in n tlcino­
cratic !it,ue ." 

In two r�pecL,;. the ICller i� u11prettdcn1cd. Flrst. John 
P.iul puhlicly ndcnowlcdgc!i the i;in of !iC�i�m and il(l(1lo­
gi1e:- to women for the churc h's hilltorica.l complicity in 
deni grat ing women. mi�r"pre!ienting  thein. relegntiu g 
them 10 U1e margin.� of �nciery .u1d even rcdm:ill& them to 
l-crvittJ<.le. ("lr-Jor thii: J nm �mry . . . .  Jesn� trcoted women 
with openne!i�. re�pect, ncccptance atld lendcme,� . . . /\� 
we look to Chri!it at rhc c11d of U1l!: second millennium, it 
i!i naruml to a.�k our)'.C lvci; how much or hi!i mesimge has 
hccn hcru-d (IJ'ld act�d upon.") Wruily, Catholic fcminl�t!i 
will I.like .�uch wonl� aq demanding of the church il�clf no 

I 
1
0

F. M I N fST� unanimoui;ly reject crude hiolo11kal 
(lctenninism ("anatomy Is dc�t!ny"). But they nre 1liv lded 
about how deep gender dllTerencc.� gn--:mme !itrc:o.!,illll 
difference aq a w"l'.y or valuing women or �oining !ipccial 
legal protection for them. orher!i declnring gender nn nrhi­
trnry !locial conc;truct too often ui;ctl lo keep worncn i:uh­
ordinnte and powcrlCS!i. PitfaJli; lie in �>th dircctio1111: the 
"difference·• party prone to rnmrulllci1.c wosnen .u1d <Jeni•
grate men. the "constructionist� .. r,mne to ignore I.he links
between bi()logy and psyche in both women and men. The 
Pope belongs to u,e "difference" party of �cholar1- like i-:_ 
(). Wll�n. Carol GiUignn nn<I Dchorah liurncn. hut roor� 
sender even more deeply than they do. The "eqm1J ll'C:it­
ment'· position of Jui.ticc Ruth Batler Oi111.hura i� 1101 
c11ou&h for him: like the "r:i<licnl fc111inlM!-." he dcrnoml� 
:o.pcciaJ protections for women. /\� n diffcrenti1-t. thoui:h. 
even he concede.'! in this letter tllnl "hl1,1oricnl C'nmtition­
ing'' h.1� mislet.1 11s all in defining women's w,,rk too nnr­
rowl)', Ii will he women thcrnsclves who �et us slrnight. 
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U.N. document on women source of discord
FROM NCR'S WIRE SERVICES

want to impose on women around the

belonging to certain sectors of the West- call to halt all forms of violence against Frances Kissling, presidept of the 
em countries,” he said. The philosophy, women and girls “on the physical, sex- Washington-based Catholics for a Free

these countries.
The United Nations’ draft document 

for the women’s conference makes praise­
worthy efforts to promote women’s equal­
ity and protect their dignity, Navarro- 
Valls said. However, the document also 
contains proposals on abortion, family 
issues and health care, which the Vati­
can sees as reflecting the agenda of a 
small group of feminists from industri-

every reference to the equal dignity of cumcision, the killing of female fetuses 
women with men'and their full sharing and baby girls, “forced sterilization, forced 
in the internationally defined set of uni- contraception and pressuring a woman 
versal human rights has been placed in to have an abortion,” the spokesman 
brackets, meaning the preparatory com- said. He said the Vatican is also con- 
mittee could not reach a consensus on cerned that maternity and family life, 
their inclusion in the document. The Vat? major concerns for the majority of the 
ican is insisting that the term “univer- world’s women, are given “scarce atten- 
sal human rights” is used in reference tion and little space” in a draft document 
to women “to clarify that these go beyond that is 120 pages long.

He said the family appeared in the 
draft document only a few times and 
most references were in a negative light. 

“The Holy See certainly shares the 
great attention given to the full partici­
pation of women in all the activities of 
social life. However, it is against all rea­
son to think that this emphasis must can­
cel the unique role of women within the 
family,” Navarro-Valls said.

To stress its opposition to abortion,

While the draft document for the women’s conference 
makes praiseworthy efforts to promote women’s equality, it 
also reflects the agenda of a small group of feminists, 
Joaquin Navarro-Valls said.

alized countries, he said. the rights recognized by individual cul-
“The Holy See sees in this document tures. They are rights women are bom the Vatican wants the phrase “the right 

an ideological pressure that seems to with as persons.” to life itself inserted in a section of the
The second item of the Vatican’s agen- document that speaks of the rights of 

world a particular social philosophy da is support for the draft document’s female children.

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican said 
last week that the U.N. conference on 
women set for September in Beijing, 
China, should concentrate more on moth­
erhood and less on sexual rights.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navar­
ro-Valls said the Vatican believed the 
conference should not impose Western 
feminist values. He called parts of the 
conference’s draft document “ideologi­
cally unbalanced."

Additionally, he said Pope John Paul 
would probably appoint a woman to head 
the Vatican’s 20-member delegation and 
she would “not be a figurehead or token 
appointment.” At a Vatican press brief­
ing on the conference, Navarro-Valls said 
women will make up a majority of the 
Vatican’s delegation.

The names of the delegates are expect­
ed to be announced in August.

He made it clear that while the Vat­
ican supported women’s rights in many 
areas, it was prepared for a battle with 
militant feminists, particularly those 
who want unrestricted abortion rights 
and regard motherhood and the family 
as repressive.

He said Islamic countries had approached 
the Vatican to discuss their concerns 
about the draft but “substantial differ­
ences” over the role of women excluded 
“an accord on an operative level” with

Navarro-Valls said, ignores the natural ual, psychological and moral level,” Navar- Choice, said she regarded Navarro-Valls’ 
differences between women and men, ro-Valls said. “For the Holy See this is comments as “a continuation of the Vat- 
downplays or even degrades women’s a priority theme,” he said. ican’s politics of divide and conquer.”
roles within the family and advocates In addition to condemning domestic “They always have to put forward an 
universal access to abortion — even for violence and rape, the Vatican is calling enemy and in this case it is women. It’s 
minors without parental consent. on the conference to condemn prostitu- an attempt to polarize the issues in a

Navarro-Valls said the Vatican is dis- tion, violence against women as a weapon way I don’t think women experience,” 
appointed that in the draft document of war, genital mutilation or female cir- she said. ■
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Letter to Women
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‘iI^Jetter to women, dated Ji 
'^^d July 10 at the Vatican.

i’s first

11 irrevocably join your futme^rt 
husbands in a relationship oi^Hi

Mtwr

wn
-

l!-‘JB

I
‘You are present and active in every area of

3. I know of course that simply saying thank you is

POPE JOHN PAUL Il'S MESSAGE TO WOMEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

VA

A

t

^writing this letter to each one of 
i of solidarity and gratitude on

2. This word of thanks to the Lord for his 
mysterious plan regarding the vocation and 
mission of women in the world is at the same 
time a concrete and direct word of thanks to 

women, to every woman, for all that they rep­
resent in the life of humanity.

I greet you all most cordially, women 
throughout the world!

what it means to be a woman in our time. In particu­
lar I wish to consider the essential issue of the dignity 

and rights of women as seen in the light of the word 
of God.

This “dialogue” really needs to begin with a word 
of thanks. As I wrote in my apostolic letter Mulieris 

Dignitatem, the Church “desires to give thanks to the

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

incarnate Word, you open yourselves with 
obedience and fidelity to the gift of God’s 
love. You help the Church and all mankind to 
experience a “spousal” relationship to God, 
one which magnificently expresses the fel­
lowship which God wishes to establish with 
his creatures.

Thank you, every woman, for the simple fact of 
being a woman! Through the insight which is so much 
a part of your womanhood you enrich the world’s 
understanding and help to make human relations more 
honest and authentic.

i
<

•
I
i
•

1

most Holy Trinity for the ‘mystery of woman’ 
and for every woman — for all that consti­

tutes the eternal measure of her feminine dig­
nity, for the ‘great works of God,’ which 
throughout human history have been accom­
plished in and through her” (No. 31).

I

political. In this way you make an 
indispensable contribution to the growth 

of a culture...’

-

I

I

n a letter addressed to the women of 
the world, Pope John Paul II praised 
women’s historic contributions as 

mothers, wives and social leaders, and 
said they need greater protection against 
persistent forms of violence and exploita­
tion.

The letter, made public Tuesday, 
endorsed women’s liberation as a substan­
tially positive process that must go for­

ward. At the same time, the pope said men 
and women rightly have a “diversity of 

roles" — in society and in the Church — 
that reflect their complementary natures.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope John 

Paul U’^etter to women, dated June 29 
and re.'^Bd July 10 at the Vatican.

efore all else, I wish to express my 
deep appreciation to the United 

Nations for having sponsored this very 
significant event. The Church desires for 
her part to contribute to upholding the 
dignity, role and rights of women not only 
by the specific work of the Holy See’s 
official delegation to the conference in 
Beijing, but also by speaking directly to 

the heart and mind of every woman. 
Recently, when Mrs. Gertrude Mongolia, 
the secretary-general of the conference, 
visited me in connection with the Beijing 
meeting, I gave her a written message 
which stated some basic points of the 
Church’s teaching with regard to 
women’s issues. That message, apart 
from the specific circumstances of its ori­
gin, was concerned with a broader vision 
of the situation and problems of women 
in general in an attempt to promote the 

cause of women in the Church and in today’s world. 
For this reason I arranged to have it forwarded to 

every conference of bishops, so that it could be circu­
lated as widely as possible.

Taking up the themes I addressed in that document, 
I would now like to speak directly to every woman, to 
reflect with her on the problems and the prospects of

fl

I I

‘Your womanhood enriches the world’

the service of love and life.
Thank you, women who are daughters and 

women who are sisters! Into the heart of the 
family, and then of all society, you bring the 
richness of your sensitivity, your intuitive­
ness, your generosity and fidelity.

Thank you, women who work! You are 
present and active in every area of life — 
social, economic, cultural, artistic and politi­
cal. In this way you make an indispensable 
contribution to the growth of a culture which 
unites reason and feeling, to a model of life 
ever open to the sense of “mystery,” to the 

establishment of economic and political 
structures ever more worthy of humanity.

Thank you, consecrated women! 
Following the example of the greatest of 

social, economic, cultural, artistic and women‘ ,he mother of Jesus a1™51- the

i.i
you as!

the eve of the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, to be held in Beijing this coming 
September.

'T’hank you, women who are mothers! You 
JL have sheltered human beings within 

yourselves in a unique experience of joy and 
travail. This experience make^ you become 
God’s own smile upon the child, the
one who guides your child’s first steps, who 
helps it to grow and who is the anchor as the 
child makes its way along the journey of life.

Thank you, women who are wives! You 
irrevocably join your future^that of your 
husbands in a relationship o^Hual giving at

£
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Word for Word / Papal Letter

I

To the Women of the World:
An Affirmation of ‘Feminine Genius’

I
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Certainly it is no easy task to assign the ;
blame for this, considering the many kinds 
< Wai conditioning which down the cen-

Motherhood Penalized

?

And what shall we say of the obstacles 
which in so many parts of the world still 
keep women from being fully integrated into 
social, political and economic life’ We need 
only think of how the gift of motherhood is 
often penalized rather than rewarded, even 
though humanity owes its very survival to 
this gift. Certainly, much remains to be done 
to prevent discrimination against those who 
have chosen to be wives and mothers. As far 
as personal rights are concerned, there is an 
urgent need to achieve real equality in ev­
ery area: equal pay for equal work, protec­
tion for working mothers, fairness in career 
advancements, equality of spouses with re­
gard to family rights. ...

Women’s dignity has often been unac­
knowledged and their prerogatives misrep­
resented, they have often been relegated to 
the margins of society and even reduced to 
servitude. This has prevented women from 
truly being themselves and it has resulted in 
a spiritual impoverishment of humanity.

ves, it is time to examine the past with
ige, to assign responsibility where it is 

x m a review of the long history of human­
ity. Women have contributed to that history 
as much as men and, more often than not, 
they did so in much more difficult condi­
tions 1 think particularly of those women 
who ioved culture and art, and devoted their 

long and degrading history, albeit often an 
“underground” history, of violence against 
women in the area of sexuality? At the 
threshold of the Third Millennium we can­
not remain indifferent and resigned before 
this phenomenon. The time has come to 
condemn vigorously the types of sexual 
violence which frequently have women for 
their object and to pass laws which effec­
tively defend them from such violence. Nor 
can we fail, in the name of the respect due to 
the human person, to condemn the wide­
spread hedonistic and commercial culture 

which encourages the system- 
atic exploitation of sexuality. .

Then, too, when we look at one of the most 
sensitive aspects of the situation of women 
in the world, how can we not mention the 

lives to them in spite of the fact that" they 
were frequently at a disadvantage from the 
start, excluded from equal educational op­
portunities, underestimated, ignored and 
not given credit for their intellectual contri­
butions. ... To this great, immense feminine 
“tradition” humanity owes a debt which can 
never be repaid. Yet how many women have 
been and continue to be valued more for 
their physical appearance than for their 
skill, their professionalism, their intellectu­
al abilities, their deep sensitivity; in a word, 
the very dignity of their being!

t .s have shaped ways of thinking and 
acting. And if objective blame, especially in 
particular historical contexts, has belonged 
to not just a few members of the Church, for 
this I am truly sorry. May this regret be 
transformed, on the part of the whole 
Church, into a renewed commitment of fi­
delity to the Gospel vision. When it comes to 
setting women free from every kind of ex­
ploitation and domination, the Gospel con­
tains an ever relevant message which goes 
back to the attitude of Jesus Christ himself.

[T is a rare day that Pope John Paul II 
strikes a chord that echoes fairly well 
with Roman Catholic feminists. Only 
about a year ago he infuriated many 

church liberals by telling the faithful to 
abandon any thought of women becoming 
priests.

But last week, the Pope issued a letter to 
women that was notable not just for its 
clarity but also for a personal apology for 
those in the church who had contributed to 
the oppression of women.

The Pope endorsed “real equality” be­
tween the sexes, condemned 
sexual violence and expressed 
admiration for women who had 
struggled for their rights. Al­
though he ceded nothing on the 
all-male priesthood, he chose 
not to dwell on it.

In its timing, the document 
was hardly a thunderbolt from 
the blue. It was intended to help 
shape the debate leading up to 
the United Nations' conference 
on women, to be held in Beijing 
in September, which the Vati-

fears will be influenced by
tern feminist ideas with 

w-ich it does not agree.
Church officials have already 

criticized the draft document 
for the conference as “unbal­
anced.” saying it slights moth­
erhood They have said they 
want to change a section con­
demning “forced pregnancy" 
so that the words don't appear 
to condone abortion in cases of 
rape

The Pope’s letter, excerpted 
below, sought to stake out 
ground on which church and 
many women can stand togeth­
er. In its directness and affirmative tone, 
the 16-page letter follows the page-and-a- 
half chapter on women in the Pontiff’s best­
selling book, “Crossing the Threshold of 
Hope (Knopf, 1994). GUSTAV .NIEBUHR

Kill!!
k I
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Heroic Love

In contrast to these sorts of 
perversion, what great appreci­
ation must be shown to those 
women who, with a heroic love 
for the child they have con­
ceived, proceed with a pregnan­
cy resulting from the injustices 
of rape. Here we are thinking of 
atrocities perpetrated not only 
in situations of war, still so com­
mon in the world, but also in 
societies which are blessed by 
prosperity and peace and yet 
are often corrupted by a culture 
of hedonistic permissiveness 
which aggravates tendencies to 
aggressive male behavior. In 
these cases the choice to have

H alKabortion always remains a 
gravb sin. But before being 
something to blame on a wom­
an, it is a crime for which guilt 
needs to be attributed to men 
and to the complicity of the gen­
eral social environment. ..

Here 1 cannot fail to express 
my admiration for those women of good will 
who have devoted their lives to defending 
the dignity of womanhood by fighting for 
their basic social, economic and political 
rights, demonstrating courageous initiative 
at a time when this was considered ex­
tremely inappropriate, the sign of a lack of 
femininity, a manifestation of exhibition­
ism, and even a sin!...

We then are told that, from the very 
beginning, man has been created “male and 
female” (Genesis 1:27). Scripture itself pro­
vides the interpretation of this fact: even 
though man is surrounded by the innumera­
ble creatures of the created world, he real­
izes that he is alone (cf. Gen 2:20). God 
intervenes in order to help him escape from 
this situation of solitude: “It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper fit for him” (Gen 2:18). The creation 
of woman is thus marked from the outset by 
the principle of help a help which is not one­
sided but mutual. Woman complements 
man, just as man complements woman

In this vast domain of service, the 
Church's 2,000-year history, for all its his­
torical conditioning, has truly experienced 
the “genius of woman”; from the heart of 
the Church there have emerged women of 
the highest caliber who have left an impres­
sive and beneficial mark in history. ... The 
life of the Church in the Third Millennium 
will certainly not be lacking in new and 
surprising manifestations of “the feminine 
genius.”

ASMCiaied Press

Keepers of the faith: a recent mass in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Preceding a U.N. 
conference on women 

this fall, the Pope 
acknowledges the 

oppression of women, 
apologizing for any 
church complicity.
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Tn addition to condemning domestic 
-Lviolence and rape, the Vatican is calling
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By Cindy Wooden

CAfflOUC NEWS SERVKE

I

The second item of the Vatican's agen­
da is support for the draft document’s call 

to halt all forms of violence against 

women and girls “on the physical, sexu­
al, psychological and moral level,” 
Navarro-Valls said.

“For the Holy See this is a priority 
theme,” he said.

efforts to promote women’s equality and 

protect their dignity, Navarro-Valls said.
However, the document also contains 

proposals on abortion, family issues and 
health care, which the Vatican sees as 
reflecting the agenda of a small group of 
feminists from industrialized countries, 

he said.
“The Holy See sees in this document 

an ideological pressure which seems to 

want to impose on women around the 
world a particular social philosophy 
belonging to certain sectors of the 
Western countries,” he said.

The philosophy, Navarro-Valls said, 
ignores the natural differences between 

women and men, downplays or even 
degrades women’s roles within the fami- 
ly and advocates universal access to 

abortion — even for minors without 

parental consent.
But combatting those ideas and pro­

posals is not the Vatican’s only aim for 
the conference, he said.

“Our agenda is very broad.
“For the Holy See, the point of depar-

*For the Holy See, the point of depar­

ture for every consideration is the 

human dignity of women.r

mittee could not reach a c 
their inclusion in the document. —

The Vatican is insistnig-tintrtiictam: 
“universal human rights” is used in refer­

ence to women “to clarify that these go 
beyond the rights recognized by individ­

ual cultures. They are rights women are 
bom with as persons."

Navarro-Valls said the Vatican is dis- 
appointed that in the draft document 
every reference to the equal dignity of 
women with men and their full sharing in 
the internationally defined set of univer- 

'V Tatican efforts at the upcoming 
\/ U.N. Conference on Women will

▼ focus on promoting the human 
rights of women and avoiding the impo­
sition of a narrow feminist agenda on the 
international community, a Vatican 

spokesman said.
“In too many social and geographical 

contexts, the dignity of women is far from 
being fully recognized,” said Joaquin 

Navarro-Valls, Vatican s

At a recent Vatican press briefing on 
the conference, to be held in Beijing in 
September, Navarro-Valls said women 

will be a majority on the Vatican’s 20- 

person delegation, and the head of the 
delegation will most likely be a woman.

The names of the delegates are expect­
ed to be announced in August

The U-N.’s draft document for the 

women’s conference makes praiseworthy

'sal human rights has been placed in 

brackets, meaning the preparatory com- 

-- • • • ‘ isus on

on the conference to condemn prostitu­
tion, violence against women as a 

weapon of war, genital mutilation or 
female circumcision, the killing of 
female fetuses and baby girls, “forced 
sterilization, forced contraception and 
pressuring a woman to have an abortion,” 
the spokesman said.

He said the Vatican is also concerned 
that maternity and family life, major con­

cerns for the majority of tte world’s 

women, are given “scarce attention and 
little space” in a draft document that is

Beijing ConfwwK*, page 13

ture for every consideration is the human 
dignity of women, which is the founda­

tion of the concept of universal human 
rights recognized in the charter of the 
United Nations,” he said.



From page 1

120 pages long.
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— Emigration. The needs of

— The rights and responsi-

La/

bilities of parents. In promot­

ing the education and health of

— Abortion. The Vatican 

opposes attempts to reverse 
women outside their native the international consensus 
countries, the economic, social
and physical hardships they 
and their children face and the 
rights they have to move with
their husbands must be recog- | include the previous affirma- 

nized, the Vatican said. ' tion that abortion must not be

promoted as a means of birth 

control.

said, “does not exhaust all of 
the personal resources of a 
woman, but it is specific to her.” 

“The fundamental right to be 

mothers” must be legally guar­
anteed to all women, he said.

Navarro-Valls listed as other 
areas of Vatican concern:

unique role of women within 

the family,” he said.
Being a wife and mother, he underage girls, the Vatican 

insists that the Beijing confer­

ence recognize the rights of 
parents to educate and protect 
their children. It especially 
opposes calls to allow minors 
to obtain abortions without 
parental consent.

reached at the 1994 U.N. 
Conference on Population and 
Development regarding abor­
tion. It has asked that the draft

avarro-Valls said the 
word family is used only 

five times in the document, 
and in three of those instances 
it is used in a negative context, 

such as in discussing domestic 
violence and pressures on 

young girls to leave school.

“The Holy See certainly 
shares the great attention given 
to the full participation of 
women in all the activities of 
social life. However, it is 
against all reason to think that 
this emphasis must cancel the

Beijing
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Then what’s the problem? The problem lies in solu- A Bmgkxksh motw attempt, to W k umUnouridwd

child. The feminization of poverty will be a key focus of the

upcoming UN coiierence on women, to be held in Beijing.

mentation of the Population Conference Plan of Action.

©logical itself and designed to advance an ideological were of no concern to their parents.
agenda. Thus, in a very real sense, abortion becomes a

- • V* VUHUCpi piVI
keystone in this platform because full participation in but rejected at the Population Conference). At the
the labor force is only possible by convincing women time, there is a desire by some nations, e.g., the

According to the platform, the number one health pri- sal” — which would include basic rights defined in UN

mental unit of s 
UN documents

documents (e.g., food, shelter, basic health care, educa­
tion) — but would not include such things as abortion if

y-'S

to subordinate childbearing and childrearing to the 
demands of employment.

for sustained development in poor countries. Such an 

assumption, unsupported by empirical data, is both ide-
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By Gail Quinn
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prostitution and pornography, and it highlights the fact ' 
that women in many parts of the world do not have " 

access to even basic health care.
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he controversy that erupted last year over the 
International Conference on Population and
Development may well have been Round One 

in a continuing international debate about the role of 

the family in society, tljp role of government in “devel­

opment,” and indeed, about the very meaning of human 
life itself. .... .

Round Two began in March when delegates to the 
Fourth World Conference on Women met in New York 
to draft a Platform of Action for the nations of the 
world. This conference, sponsored by the United i 
Nations, will take place in Beijing in September.

The draft platform calls attention to many problems i 
that affect women. For example, it focuses on the fem- 
inization of poverty, the fact that most of the world’s 
illiterate adults are women, and that millions of girls are 
denied primary education. It expresses concern about '
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Gail Quinn is execi 
for Pro-Life Activities 

Catholic Bishops.

of the relationship between women and men to one full for women and girls. Attempts by some nations to state 

partnership will enable the world to meet the challenges that “reproductive services” for girls should be provided 
of the next century.” Its assumption is that participation j only with the knowledge and consent of parents or legal 
of women in the labor market is the necessary condition | guardians were continually rebuffed. The platform sup­

porters’ intention seemed to be to provide contracep­
tives, sterilization and abortion to minors as if doing so

revive feminist agenda from Cairo meeting

tions offered and the relentless effort by some — gen­
erally developed nations and non-governmental organi­
zations — to mainstream worldwide acceptance of a
radical feminist agenda. The stated goals of the plat- _ _ ______ ___
form are “gender equality” and the “empowerment” of This includes abortion and the redesigning of health *ser-

women. It claims that “only...a radical transformation vices to include sexual and reproductive “interventions”
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abortion is seen by some as a “right” in a given country.
There is a continuing effort to broaden the concept of 

“family” to include affirmation of a homosexual 
lifestyle. Although the words used to do so may seem 
innocuous — changing “the family" to “families” or “a 
diversity of families” — they are code words to accom­
plish this goal. Attempts to state that the family is the 
fundamental unit of society (something affirmed in pre­
vious UN documents) meets with continuing rejection.

ments is “gender sensitive” training. Calls for increased 
affirmative action programs permeate the document as 
necessary to achieve such goals as “a critical mass of 
women leaders, executives and managers in strategic 
decision-making positions.”

In Cairo, the United States was one of the most influ­
ential nations pressing for an anti-family, pro-abortion 
agenda. We should all urge the president of the United 
States and the U.S. State Department to send to Beijing 

delegates who will affirm universal human rights and 
the critical nature of the family as the foundation of 

society, and who will not seek affirmation of abortion, 
or the provision of “reproductive education and ser­
vices” for minors without their parent’s knowledge.

Gail Quinn is executive director of the Secretariat 
for Pro-Life Activities at the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops.
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being part of a family, continue to be strongly rejected. 
~ No attention is given to strengthening the institution of 

marriage or even reforming divorce laws which would 
. advance the dignity, rights and status of women. Nor 
i does the Platform of Action even allude to the fact, 

much less propose solutions to alleviate, the devastat­
ing poverty which grips millions of women and chil­

dren following divorce.
As with childrearing, the needs of children and the 

family take a back seat to the demands of female 
employment. High on the list of priorities for govem-

members, to their community and to society, and that 

they personally derive benefit and happiness from

hile marriage and family life remain the funda­
mental reality for the great majority of women 

worldwide, and the focus of their daily lives, marriage 
is virtually unmentioned in the document. When fami­

ly is the focus, it is to assert that “most of the violence 
against women and girls occurs in the family, where 
violence is often tolerated and encouraged.” Attempts 
by the Holy See to have the document acknowledge 

. that through the family women contribute to family
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Q he said the letter’s treatment of abortion — in 

O which the pope highlighted the male’s responsibil-

er calls pope an ally

ecent statements by Pope John Paul II have 
shown him to be “one of the best allies” of the 

Fourth World Conference on Women, the sec­

retary-general of the meeting said.
Gertrude Mongolia, who met with the pope in May to 

discuss the agenda for the U.N.-sponsored conference, 
said the pontiff has demonstrated a capacity to listen to 

others and a determination to defend the rights of others. 
“The Church in general, and the pope in particular, 

have been painted as the toughest adversaries of the 

conference. But I went to Rome and met the pope, and

root causes of abortion: the conditions that create 

unwanted pregnancies.
She noted that at the U.N.’s conference on population 

in Cairo, Egypt, last year, the consensus was that abortion 
must never be promoted as a means of family planning.

“I think at Beijing some further steps could be taken, 

especially if the delegations, including that of the 
Vatican, come with a spirit of collaboration,” she said.

In June, Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls, 

while emphasizing that the Vatican’s interest in the con­
ference was not focused on a single issue, said the Holy 
See was concerned about efforts to promote universal 

access to abortion in the name of women’s rights.

ity for the pregnancy — reflected the tone of the mes­
sage he gave her during their meeting at the Vatican.

She said the pope had spoken of the need to get at the

Women's conference le
discovered in him one of the best allies,” she said in an 

interview published last week by an Italian newspaper. 
“If everyone thought like he does, maybe this con­

ference would not be necessary,” she said.
Mrs. Mongella was interviewed the day the Vatican 

published the pope’s open letter to women in anticipa­

tion of the conference, which will be held in Beijing.
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Medicare reform is Pete duPont. 
former Governor of Delaware;

1

i

^2
Ir-M

National Policy Forum held a 
symposium on Medicare reform. 
Because this group contains

Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I and Popo John Paul II celebrate a historic liturgy together at St. 

Peter's Basilica June 29. The liturgy ended a threo-day visit by the patriarch to the Vatican.

curse the darkness.” We must sequences for the future of 
keep the lines of communica-

and closer, somebody (with all 
the Christian charity of a feder­
al agency) will observe that the 
way to save half the costs is to 
terminate people a mere six 
months early. With respect for 
human life cheapened by over a 
generation of easy abortion, this 
is going to make good sense to a 
lot of people.

said how happy she was to have 
come home. I am happy that no 
one had turned her off or 
cropped her out of her Catholic 
world. It’s easy to be so confi­
dent of our correctness and 
someone else’s error or “sin” 
that we turn away and refuse to 
dialogue. Keep those lines of 
communication open.

We have been subscribers to 
the Standard since moving to 
Maryland in 1968 but for a 
while lost interest in reading it 
However, now we await the 
mail carrier eagerly each 
Thursday for an improved and 
interesting paper. God bless.

Mary Kyne Maze, Bethesda

Euthanasia "omitted" 
in symposium

Now we await the paper

I want to congratulate the
staff of the Catholic Standard
for a job well done. I was so
awed by the front page of the
July 6th issue and felt I was see­
ing history in the making. The
picture was wonderful and
drew me right into the story. I
was touched at Patriarch Barth­
olomew’s words, “We are not
yet worthy of the grace of the
common Communion cup.”
Let’s pray for healing there.

Our Holy Father, John Paul,
exclaimed. “We cannot remain
separated! We must walk
together because this is the will
of our Lord.”

What magnificent words and
sentiments are expressed by
these two church leaders. How I
wish that each and everyone of
us would also concentrate on our j
similarities and look for ways to I tion open and treat others with 

find union among peoples.
Richard Szczepanowski’s

comments in the previous issue
were also so positive, and I was
thrilled to empathize with his
excitement at the dedication of
Mother Teresa’s new Mission­
aries of Charity home for babies
awaiting adoption. Mrs. Clinton
attended the dedication of the
home, and Del. Eleanor Holmes
Norton was recently covered by
your paper too. Richard, don’t
ever lose your enthusiasm or
joy. It keeps us reading!

Jewish husband encouraged her 
to return to her faith as a “reli­
gious Catholic." She did and

ou have been criticized for 
covering those stones and 

running pictures of these 
women who speak out in sup­
port of abortion rights. I dis­
agree with those who criticized 
you. As you stated so clearly, 
“We would have been remiss in 
not covering a District leader — 
speaking at a Catholic institu­
tion on the city’s financial crisis, 
a crisis that could affect tens of 
thousands of families through­
out the area." It is also wrong to 
ignore the First Lady’s com­
ments or to crop her out of the 
picture, as some suggested.

Certainly, we are all aware 
that not everyone agrees with us 
on all issues particularly on 
abortion, but that does not mean 
that we cannot listen courteous- > 
ly and hope that by reasoned 
words we may someday change 
the minds and hearts of others. I 
often quote. Father James 
Keller, Maryknoll founder of 
the Christopher Movement as 
he repeated many times: “It’s

*

i 
I

I
1

is important for the modem . 
' day prophets to speak 0 

emphasize that God div A 
change His mind. What used to 
be sinful is still sinful. Also as 
Jesus said, you can judge some­
thing by its fruits and the fruits 
of premarital sex are unquesr 
tionably bad.

Deacon Carl Kobe, 
Silver Spring

play the game with your own 
money for the first $3,000, 
which comes out of your MSA. 
(Above that, catastrophe insur­
ance kicks in.) What you don’t 
spend, you get to keep. The

1
i

utmost courtesy as we gently 
respond to their words.

Two priests whom I admire 
and respect greatly have both 
often said, “Never silence your 
enemy or refuse to listen to 
her/his words.” In my opinion 
we must always try to be healers 
even if we fear it will be futile.

In your June 6th issue Linda 
Chavez describes herself as a 
“renegade” who was an "Easter 
and Christmas Catholic” whose

I dures), and would resto. 
essential element of honesty 
and dignity to the doctor­
patient relationship.

i In any national discussion of 

i Medicare reform, our side 
should bring out the similarities 
between abortion (already with 
us) and euthanasia (just around 

I the comer). I would hope that 
pro-life voters would agree that 
reforming Medicare will be 

necessary to avert an accep-
I tance of euthanasia. That means 

a large number of elderly 
Catholics have to come to their 
senses about the runaway costs 
of Medicare. Even then, it still 
won’t be easy getting malprac­
tice laws reformed. The lawyers 

1 in Congress tried it this year, 
and they watered it down to just 
covering product-safety issues. 
It will take a major effort by 
both the medical community 
and the pro-life, anti-euthanasia 
community to overcome the 
power of entrenched lawyers 
who strive to maintain the 
lucrative lawsuit business.

The Supreme Court sJ 
twice before (Died Scott,

I Roe v. Wade, 1973) that it van

objective is to put the consumer 
back into the payment loop, and
thus cause people to think twice i Premarital sex, problems

I really appreciated the arti- 

l cle- by Tom Rowan entitled 
| “Accepting What Once 

| Brought Shame” -and the com- 
! panion article by Father Charles 

i Pope entitled “Premarital Sex is 
Fornication.” As these authors 
say we can just look around us 
and see all the problems in soci­
ety that have arisen due to the 

| acceptance of premarital sex. It 

j

again unless Medicare is 
reformed soon, and we’U have 

he proposes a Medical^ Savings , euthanasia forced upon us. The 

i growing acceptance of Kcvork- 

; a 
warning. Someday it may be 
expected of the elderly to be 

“put to sleep” without com­
plaint — all just because we 
didn’t repair the Medicare sys­
tem before it went belly up.

Tom Sheahen, Derwood

1-■"'5

about getting one more test 
from their doctor. This would 
probably go a long way toward 
reducing unnecessary tests.

The other major think that’s 
needed is to make it much more 
difficult to sue a doctor, j 

Basically, too many people 
(who. unfortunately, get seated | 
on juries) think of doctors as i 

gods, dhd delight in huge finan­
cial awards whenever their gods 
faith them. The objective of tort 
reform should be to restore the 
doctor to the status of a fairly 
smart human being who’s 
doing his best; but only when 
he deliberately hurts you could I 
you successfully sue. That 
would allow doctors to do a lot 
less "defensive medicine” 
(fewer unnecessary proce-

-----?
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Medicare, and for the rights of 
the elderly in America.

There was one glaring omis­
sion in the symposium: the 
entire day passed without the 
word ““euthanasia” being used 
once. What this shows is that a 
lot of people are pretending not 
to see the problem.

The present Medicare system 
has been termed “broken" by all 
sorts of observers: hospital 
administrators. Congressional 
representatives of both parties, 
insurance companies, doctor’s 
organizations etc. In wiring to 
repair Medicare, Americans are 
about to take a look at their entire 
relationship with the elderly, 
especially the sick elderly. 

Just about every old person 
hates to be a burden to his/her 
own immediate family, but 
elderly people do not seem to 
mind that Medicare in nearly 
bankrupt and Social Security is 
a giant Ponzi scheme — what 
the heck, they’ll be gone before 
it collapses, and in the mean­
time, they have tremendous 
political power.

There’s a fundamental abro­
gation of the American “social 
contract" going on here. The old 
people are heading on a collision 
course with the active taxpayers. 
Already the young workers 
expect to get zero from Social 
Security. As the years pass and 
the problem worsens, there will

On June 8, a little known and ! be increasing pressure for old 

unreported event took place: The i people to “get out of the way.”
Separately, it’s a known fact 

that on average, half the medical 
expenses of your entire life 

many Republican Congressmen I occur in the final six months. If 
who are legislatively active, this I Medicare continues unchanged, 

better to light a candle than to I Forum may have important con-
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let us find a new, common ground'
In visit to his alma mater. President Clinton urges political leaders to work together
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began sounding like a talk on responsible citi 
I ship, but President Bill Clinton’s talk at Georget 

-■^University last week ended up sounding like a c

I

O landing in front of a large American flag, he talked 
O about responsible citizens and the American dream

• - SJWCjm t .1. • ?•.
TTe said that Americans again are interested in moral 
-Elvalues and “we do a better iob of dealing with racial

9
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President Clinton speaks at Georgetown last week. At left is 

Jesuit Father Leo J. O'Donovan, the university's president.

began sounding like a talk on responsible citizen­

town
a cam-

and ethnic diversity ... We have an environment that is 
cleaner and safer and healthier than it used to be. We still 
have the lead in many important areas that will deter­
mine the shape of societies in the 21st century... So there

By Gerard Perseghin

CATHOLIC STANDARD
cans’ Contract with America which they offered last year 
after winning a majority in Congress. “In their view 

most of our problems were personal and cultural; the 

government tended to make them worse because it was 
bureaucratic and wedded to the past...”

The president said the Contract with America did not 
compare favorably with his plan:

Under his New Covenant, he said, “I think we have to 

create more opportunity and demand more responsibili­
ty. I think we have to give citizens more say and provide 
them a more responsive, less bureaucratic government.”

and its elusiveness for many lately. He said that as the 
world approaches the 21st century, “I believe we face 
challenges of truly historic dimensions.” Among those 
things being threatened, he mentioned middle class val­

ues, strong families and faith.
The President also listed a “stagnant economy, increas­

ing insecurity in jobs and retirement and health care” as 
being among the threatening things. He spoke of “30 

years of social problems of profound implications fam­
ily break-ups, a rising tide of violence and dregs, declin­
ing birth rates among successful married couples, and ris­
ing birth rates among young people who are not married.”

The problems were not new, the president said. He 
talked about them at Georgetown in 1991. “I called it the 
New Covenant,” he said, comparing it to the Republi-

is reason for hope.”

To make things better, he said, “We’ve got to have this 
debate that is looming over Washington... We are now 
back to fundamental issues that were debated like this 
50, 60, 70 years ago. Gun control, drug testing, welfare 
reform, AIDS research funding, affirmative action, and 
the economy were all among items mentioned by the 
president. He said already his administration has reduced 
the number of federal employees by 150,000, reduced 

regulations, and reduced “hundreds of programs.” He 
pointed to the Small Business Administration as a “shin­
ing star” which “today has a budget that’s 40% lower

*

fa

.values and “we do a better job of dealing with racial I than it (was) when I took office, that’s making twice as 
W- ------------------------ „

Clinton said political leaders have to offer “more con­

versation and less combat,” and alternatives. And ulti­
mately, he said, “Let us find a new, common ground.”

■ ih'

paign speech.

‘Today I want to have more of a conversation than 
deliver a formal speech...,” said the president who was 
introduced by Jesuit Father Leo J. O’Donovan, president 
of Georgetown.

President Clinton, a member of Georgetown’s class of 
1968, visited his alma mater Thursday. He is the first grad­
uate of a Catholic university to becorre U.S. president.

Standing in wood-paneled Gaston Hall, Father 
O’Donovan said the president “has chosen to return here 

to talk about responsible citizenship, civil discourse and 
bipartisan commitment to a common good.” And the 
president did. For a while.

M i m .

o I

r I ’he president applauded community initiatives refer- 
• J- ring to the many Catholic social agencies in the 

Washington area. The pro-choice President also praised 
pro-life efforts, saying, “People who feel very strongly 

about one of the most contentious issues in our society, 
abortion, ought to look at the United Pentecostal Church. 
They’ll adopt any child bom, no matter what race, no 

matter how disabled, no matter what their problems are.”
President Clinton told how he grew up poor in a 

poor state and a segregated society. “My whole politi­
cal philosophy is based on what works,” he said. 
“Although not perfect, we always seem to be moving in 
the right direction.”

Enumerating problems and accomplishments of 

recent years, the president appeared to be asking the 
American people for more time to put his ideas in place. 

“Government is struggling to change,” he said, "and 
I’m proud of the changes.”

. tJ»L rMr >..• • .
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Pope praises women's contributions
in letter addressed to world's women
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By John Thavis
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and in the Church — that reflect 
their complementary natures.

The all-male priesthood, for 

example, does not detract from 
the role of women and is not a 
sign of male domination, he said.

He condemned abortion as a 
grave sin, but stressed that 
responsibility for abortion can 

extend far beyond the woman 
involved.

The pope said his unprecedent­
ed letter was an attempt to speak 
“directly to the heart and mind of 

every woman” before the start of 
the United Nations’ Fourth World 
Conference on Women, to be 
held in Beijing in September.

’Th a letter addressed to the 
I women of the world. Pope 

Jjohn Paul n praised women’s 

historic contributions as mothers, 
wives and social leaders, and 
said they need greater protection 
against persistent forms of vio­

lence and exploitation
The letter, made public July 

10, endorsed women’s libera­
tion as a substantially positive 
process that must go forward. At 
the same tinte, the pope said 

men and women rightly have a 
“diversity of roles” — in society 

Vatican officials expect tough 
debate during the conference 
over issues of abortion, gender 
difference and women’s role in 
the family. The papal letter, 
however, avoided controversy 
and took a strictly positive tone.

It included thanks for all that 

women have done, an apology 
for the Church’s failure to 

always recognize these contri­
butions, and a condemnation of 
what the pope called the “long 
and degrading history” of sexu­
al violence against women

“The time has come to con­
demn vigorously the types of

L»ttw to wonwn, pogo 12
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Letter to women St. Ma.
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violence,” he said.i
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the choice to have an abortion 

always remains a grave sin.

tions,” he said. Often they were 
excluded from educational I wouldn’t be

I
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Tn various times and places, he 
.Lsaid, women have been unac­

knowledged, misrepresented, 
relegated to the margins of soci- 

| ety and even reduced to servi- ' 

tude. He said assigning blame 
for this is not easy, considering

shaped by their culture.
“If objective blame, especially

am truly sorry,” he wrote. These from i 
shortcomings do not reflect the

I Church’s teaching about thieves roam 
 ed his home. 

“When it comes to setting one with a b

I examine the past and look at

with openness, respect, accep- church said,
I ty — Hov

The pope said it is time to through Got 
”, said Fathe

I Other pri 
suburbs, aL 

Kelley wan 
hile time has largely I was he goi 

buried the evidence of Martin’s. “I

women’s contributions, humani- priest said.

make women’s equably a reabty ty owes a debt which can never ago to be a
« « ____r_____  t/i tkic “immAncA fprru I in a hlarlr

Q t. Mart 
vJ the lu 

area, accor

in today’s world, calling for

equal pay for equal work, pro­
tection for working mothers,

fairness in career advancement
and equal fannly rights for men more for their physical appear­

and women.

sexual violence which frequent- Church’s teaching 
ly have women for their object women’s equal dignity, he said, 

and to pass laws which effec- ‘ —- - - - *-

to blame on the woman, it is a 

crime for which guilt needs to 
be attributed to men and to the 
complicity of the general social

I environment,” he added. ' V V
The pope urged changes to

; The news
I history of humanity. neighbors a

“Women have contributed to what had th<
proceed with a pregnancy result- that history as much as men and, struck by lig

ing from the injustice of rape.” more often than not, they did so glarized. “I
Even in cases of rape, he said, in much more difficult condi- done nothir

lively defend them from such women free from every kind of stereo systen 

I ■ >•--2J. exploitation and domination, the of the house.
The pope then discussed rape Gospel contains an ever relevant and into the

and the questions it raises about message which goes back to the the fence.
.... .---------- I of Jesus Christ

itself not only in cases of Himself,” who treated women borhood wh 

war but in permissive societies
marked by “aggressive male tance and tenderness, he said, 

behavior.” '

y ye praised “those women how women have influenced the

be repaid to this “immense fem- in a black 
inine tradition,” he said. this case, I

“Yet how many women have heart that < 
been and continue to be valued here,” he sa 

“What v 
ance than for their skill, their not some s 

professionabsm, their intellectu- said Fathe 
al abilities, their deep sensitivi- running a 1 
ty,” he said. I for those w

The pope emphasized that by Jesus.” 
while the Church upholds the 
equal dignity of men and 
women, this does not translate 
into a "static and undifferentiat-

ignored or not given credit for 

their achievements.

sexes. Men and women are this is the 
 complementary, and were creat- had. The 

in particular historical contexts, ed to help each other, he said.

T Te praised “those women 
ITlwho, with a heroic love for 

the child they have conceived,

1 -----------
ing from the injustice of rape.”

exploitation and domination, the of the house.

abortion. He said the issue pre- 1 attitude 

sents
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T t would be naive and wrong to pretend 
JLthat many women do not have difficult

T T e personally thanks mothers, 
JOLwives, daughters and sisters,

A

i

should not be seen as a question of
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Gospel entrusted that ministry to men. 
But he noted that all people are called to

play in the Church. Anyone who has 
been educated in the nation’s Catholic 
schools or treated in its Catholic hospi­
tals knows firsthand the vital roles that 
women play in the Church today. Most 
were founded by orders of women reli-

s to the question of the Church 
practicing what it preaches, 

Alvare has noted that the Catholic

an opinion by Mark Zimmermann

questions about the Church’s teaching on 
issues like sexuality and the priesthood.

And in his letter, Pope John Paul II 
does not avoid these questions. He reaf­
firms that the Church’s prohibition 
against abortion is based on the belief 
that every human life has God-given

I

women who work, and consecrated 
women. He notes that too often, women 
have been relegated to the margins of 
society, which has “resulted in a spiritu­
al impoverishment of humanity.”

The pontiff then apologizes for any 
role the Church may have played in this 
over the centuries: “And if objective 

blame, especially in particular historical 
contexts, has belonged to not just a few 
members of the Church, for this I am 

truly sorry.”
Importantly, the pope makes eloquent 

statements on many different issues 
related to women. He decries sexism, 

saying, “Yet how many women have 
been and continue to be valued more for 
their physical appearance than for their 
skill, their professionalism, their intel­

lectual abilities, their deep sensitivity; in 

a word, the very dignity of their being!”

Pope John Paul said that women must 
attain equality in society: “equal pay for 
equal work, protection for working

women on the eve of the upcoming U.N. power or dominance, but as a way to 
Conference on Women, to be held in serve others. He pointed to the example 

Beijing in September.
The world’s press in recent years has

often painted women and the Church in
adversarial roles. But the fact is, most of
the workers and volunteers in the
Church’s outreach throughout the world
are women. In the name of the Church, 
these women provide a sign of Jesus’

love and healing in countless ways,
every day of the year.

ometimes, it takes a letter to 

express the depth of love and I 

respect you feel for another person. [ 
That is what Pope John Paul II did

with his letter to the women of the world, 
which the Vatican issued Monday.

He wrote it, he said, to speak “direct- I 

ly to the mind and heart of every 

women” and “as a sign of solidarity” to 
women on the eve of the upcoming U.N. |

Pope's letter to women is 
must-reading for both sexes

\ \ \

tenderness.”
And Pope John Paul noted that God, 

in the act of creation, made woman not 
as a subservient being to man, but as an 
equal partner, each with different gifts 
and talents: “The creation of woman is 

thus marked from the outset by the prin­
ciple of help: a help which is not one­
sided, but mutual. Woman complements 
man, just as man complements woman... 
ft is only through the duality of the 

‘masculine’ and the ‘feminine’ that the 
‘human’ finds full realization.”

Throughout the document. Pope John 
Paul II praises the historic and everyday 
contributions of women, who he said 
have helped build “a civilization of 

love” throughout the world.

of Mary, who offered “a service of

love.” Her title of queen, said the pope, 

was a matter of service: “For her, ’to 
reign’ is to serve.”

Critics will pass off the pope’s letter 
as rhetoric, because they think that 
Church teaching inhibits sexual freedom 
and obstructs women from equal minis­
terial roles. They will challenge the 
Church to practice what it preaches.

Helen Alvare, the U.S. bishops’ pro- 
life spokeswoman, disagrees with critics 
who see women’s equality only through 
the prism of abortion rights or of equal 
access to ordination. The Church’s 
teaching on the dignity of all human life 

and the sacredness of marriage leads to 
true freedom.

And she has noted that many who 
promote women’s ordination seem to 

dignity and should be respected. He j think that is the only worthwhile role to 

even addresses the agonizing situation

of pregnancies resulting from rape.
Aborting the unborn child “remains a
grave sin” in that case, he said, but he 
said that before considering abortion as 
“something to blame on the woman, it is
a crime for which guilt needs to be gious and continue to be staffed largely 

attributed to men and to the complicity by women.

of the general social environment.”
Abortion, then, is not just a women’s

issue. It is a societal problem for which 
men bear an equal responsibility.

The pontiff also addresses the issue of Church has the world’s largest private
ordination, saying that the Church must network of schools and social outreach
follow the example of Christ, who in the programs, all of which promote the dig­

nity'and equality of women.
In his letter, the pope said that the 

a “common priesthood” of loving and Church promotes women’s dignity and 

serving as Jesus did, in a variety of ; equality because that is what Jesus did: 
ways. Pope John Paul ff said authority in “Transcending the established norms of 
the Church, in the family and in society his own culture, Jesus treated women 

with openness, respect, acceptance and



I

th sexes

inion by Mark Zimmermann
i

T T e noted that in the Garden of Eden, 
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tenderness.”

And Pope John Paul noted that God, 
in the act of creation, made woman not 
as a subservient being to man, but as an 
equal partner, each with different gifts 
and talents: “The creation of woman is 
thus marked from the outset by the prin­
ciple of help: a help which is not one­
sided, but mutual. Woman complements

T Te personally thanks mothers, 1 -------- o-----------------------------
XI wives, daughters and sisters, itself not only 1111116 of “great and
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as a way to 
the example 

a service of 
aid the pope, 
“For her, ‘to

women who work, and consecrated
women. He notes that too often, women but 3180 111056 ordinary women who 
have been relegated to the margins of reveal the gift of their motherhood by 

society, which has “resulted in a spiritu­
al impoverishment of humanity.”

The pontiff then apologizes for any
role the Church may have played in this 
over the centuries: “And if objective

f 
ilUU 1U1C.-----------

h today. Most 

jf women reli- 

staffed largely

i pope’s letter 
y think that 
jxual freedom 

i equal minis- 
hallenge the 
preaches.

been and continue to be valued more for 
their physical appearance than for their 
skill, their professionalism, their intel­
lectual abilities, their deep sensitivity; in 

a word, the very dignity of their being!”
Pope John Paul said that women must 

attain equality in society: “equal pay for 
equal work, protection for working

mothers, fairness in career advance­

ment, (and) equality of spouses with 
regard to family rights...”

The pope strongly condemns violence 
against women, and he praises the 
women’s liberation movement for 
“defending the dignity of womanhood by 
fighting for their basic social, economic 

and political rights.” He praised women 
for fighting for these rights, even when 

their advocacy was not considered to be 
feminine “or even (considered) a sin!”

. . ■ T

letter to women is
I

at many who 
lion seem to 
jiwhile role to 

one who has 
Ion’s Catholic 

atholic hospi- 
lital roles that

he pope’s letter is addressed to 

women of the world, but it is 
statements on many different issues important that both men and women 

related to women. He decries sexism, 1 . _
saying, “Yet how many women have equality and human dignity that the

pope raises are matters of concern for all 
people. Only when men and women 
truly recognize their shared, God-given 
dignity will they be able to transform the 

world into a “civilization of love.”
That is at the heart of the pope’s letter, 

written to the world’s women — and 

men — from his heart.

ding for

bishops’ pro- 
es with critics 
! only through 
its or of equal 

he Church’s 

all human life 
riage leads to

if the Church 
it preaches, 
ithe Catholic 
argest private 

>cial outreach 
mote the dig- 

n.
said that the 
s dignity and 
lat Jesus did: 
hed norms of 

sated women 
ceptance and

placing themselves at the service of oth­
ers in their everyday lives. For in giving 
themselves to others each day, women 
fulfill their deepest vocation.”

Alvare praised the pope’s letter, say- 
blame, especially in particular historical 11 “affirms women in a huge variety
contexts, has belonged to not just a few of r°les.”

members of the Church, for this I am j 

truly sorry.”
Importantly, the pope makes eloquent

transform the world, and he said that 
women have done just that, working 
selflessly throughout the centuries to 

. man, just as man complements woman... | helP 311(1 5611/6 others. He especially 

ft is only through the duality of the
‘masculine’ and the ‘feminine’ that the
‘human’ finds full realization.”

Throughout the document, Pope John
Paul U praises the historic and everyday
contributions of women, who he said
have helped build “a civilization of
love” throughout the world.
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praised women’s contribution to educa­
tion, noting that “in this work they 
exhibit a kind of affective, cultural and 

spiritual motherhood which has ines­
timable value for the development of 
individuals and the future of society.”

Throughout the document. Pope John 

Paul II praises the special gifts of 
women, which he refers to as the “genius 
of women.” That genius has manifested
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their dignity, Navarro-Valls said.
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all forms of violence against 
women and girls “on the physi­
cal, sexual, psychological and 
moral level,” Navarro-Valls said.

In addition to condemning 
domestic violence and rape, the 
Vatican is calling on the confer­
ence to condemn prostitution, 
violence against women as a 
weapon of war, genital mutila-

atican efforts at the 
upcoming U.N. Confer­
ence on Women will

Monday - Friday
12 - Aujust 4

differences between women and 

men, downplays or even 
degrades women’s roles within 
the family and advocates univer­
sal access to abortion—even for 

minors without parental consent.
But combatting those ideas

avarro-Valls said the word 
family is used only five 

times in the document, and in 
three of those instances it is used

By Cindy Wooden
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IKS the imposition of a narrow fem­
inist agenda on the international
community, a Vatican spokes­

man said.
“In too many social and geo­

graphical contexts, the dignity of 
women is far from being fully rec­
ognized,” said Joaquin Navarro-

Valls, Vatican spokesman.
At a June 20 Vatican press

briefing on the conference, to be TH he second item of the Vati- 
held in Beijing in September, 1 can’s agenda is support for

Navano-Valls said women will the draft document’s call to halt 

be a majority on the Vatican’s
20-person delegation, and the
head of the delegation will most 

likely be a woman.
The names of the delegates

are expected to be announced in

August.
The U.N.’s draft document for 

the women’s conference makes

praiseworthy efforts to promote
women’s equality and protect i tion or female circumcision, the 

killing of female fetuses and 
baby girls, “forced sterilization, 
forced contraception and pres­
suring a woman to have an abor­
tion,” the spokesman said.

He said the Vatican is also

I
i

Priz* join hands Juno 25 at a symposium in San Francisco marking the 50th 

t are Polish President Lech Walesa, former Costa Rican President Oscar Arias, 

/ Williams and Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa.
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of Eunice, La., was re-elected 

as consultor general. Both were 
first elected in 1991.

The officers will direct the 
mission of the society for the 
next four years from the 
Josephites’ headquarters in 

Baltimore.
Father Kearns has been 

actively involved in pastoral, 
social and ecumenical pro­
grams in the City of Baltimore, 
including Baltimore United for 
Leadership Development, 
which promotes better housing, 
and the Interdenominational 
Alliance of Baltimore.

In Washington, DC, the 
Josephites staff five parishes. 
Church of the Incarnation, 880 
Eastern Ave., NE Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, 1600 Morris 
Rd., SE; St Benedict the Moor, 
320 21st St. NE; St. Luke 
Church, 4925 E. Capitol St. SE; 

and St. Vincent de Paul, 14 M 

St.SE.

For 39 Years 
Georgetown Prep

Day Camp
Ages 6-13 Co-Educational

July 9- July 22(Nearly Full) 
August 6 - August 19 

formation call:
8 - 301-261-7639

8 - 301-259-2645

On our 95«a-e estate campus, your 
child can experience a constructive 
summer camping program. Activities 
include arts and crafts, swimming, ten­
nis, golf, soccer, computers and many 
others. Tuition is $300 per 2-week ses­
sion without transportation. $362 per 
2-week session with transportation.

Session #3-July 10th (Closed) 

Call (301) 493-5000 
or 301 214-1204 

for an application or more information

Georgetown Preparatory School 
10900 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852

emphasis must cancel the 

unique role of women within the 
family,” he said.

Being a wife and mother, he 
said, “ does not exhaust all of the 

personal resources of a woman, 
but it is specific to her.”

“The fundamental right to be 
mothers” must be legally guar­
anteed to all women, he said.

can is disappointed that in the 
draft document every reference 
to the equal dignity of women 
with men and their full sharing 
in the internationally defined set 
of universal human rights has 

focus on promoting the human been placed in brackets, mean­
rights of women and avoiding j ing the preparatory committee 

could not reach a consensus on 
their inclusion in the document. 

The Vatican is insisting that the 
term “universal human rights” is 

used in reference to women “to 
clarify that these go beyond the 
rights recognized by individual 
cultures. They are rights women 
are bom with as persons.”

J '

ather Robert M. Kearns, 
a Boston native who has 
been pastor of St. Pius V 

and St. Peter Claver parishes in
Baltimore since 1983, has been 
elected superior general of the 

Josephites.
His election came at the gen­

eral conference of the 
Josephite Society June 19-23 at 
St. Joseph’s Seminary in 
Washington.

Father Edward J. Chiffriller, 
bom in Woodside, N.Y., was re­
elected as vicar general and 
Father Roger J. Caesar, a native

Vatican to promote rights of 
women at U.N. conference

which seems to want to impose

on women around the world a
particular social philosophy
belonging to certain sectors of the

Western countries,” he said.

The philosophy, Navarro-
Valls said, ignores the natural in a negative context, such as in 

discussing domestic violence 
and pressures on young girls to 

leave school.
“The Holy See certainly 

shares the great attention given 
to the full participation of 
women in all the activities of 

and proposals is not the Vati- j social life. However, it is against 

can’s only aim for the confer- all reason to think that this 

ence, he said.

“Our agenda is very broad.
“For the Holy See, the point of 

departure for every consideration
is the human dignity of women,
which is the foundation of the

concept of universal human
rights recognized in the charter of

the United Nations,” he said.
Navarro-Valls said the Vati-

AOCK POINT, MD 
. or Boys Ages 8-15

T Towever, the document also
AJlcontains proposals on 

abortion, family issues and 
health care, which the Vatican 
sees as reflecting the agenda of a j concerned that maternity and
small group of feminists from 1 family life, major concerns for 
industrialized countries, he said. the majority of the world’s 

"The Holy See sees in this doc- | women, are given “scarce atten- 
ument an ideological pressure tion and little space”‘in a draft 

document that is 120 pages long.

1
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Father Kearns elected 
new superior general
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XX Tliat menu will be served to First Lady 
Hillary Clinton when she leads the U.S. 

’ ’ delegation as honorary chairman to the
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Several Chinese doctors and human rights 
advocates in Hong Kong were quoted denouncing 
such use of aborted babies, but others spoke of 
the bodily healing they have received and even 
provided recipes for such consumption of humans 

by humans.
One 32-year-old doctor, who claims to have 

eaten more than 100 aborted babies in the past six 
months, attributes her well-preserved looks to a 
diet of fetuses. This doctor further explains that 
her sister’s children were very weak, so she made 
them fetus soup. “I wash them (fetuses) with clear 
water until they look transparent white and then 
stew them. Making soup is best,” the article said. 
She admitted that the stench can be a drawback 
and offered an alternative recipe of “meat cakes.” 
She suggested mixing fetuses with trimmed meat, 
adding ginger and chives “to get rid of the smell.”

Last year, the Ginton Administration 
decoupled the coveted Most Favored Nation 
(MFN) trade status from human rights. Thus, they 
can yield favorable trade activity with China 
while keeping blinders on human rights’ viola­
tions. Will the administration retain these blinders 
as MFN status is reviewed this year?

China has been serving a number of inhumane 
entrees for quite some time—but this recent 
allegation takes the cake. What will this Most 
Favored Nation offer the First Lady in Septem­
ber? Perhaps “reproductive freedom stew” — the 
ultimate “choice” in abortion gourmet cooking.

„ , ■..........................................

‘Healthy’ Choice?

Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing 
this fall? This conference looms on the horizon of 
a country which violates virtually every human 
rights agreement known to man — or woman. 
Hillary will be leading a “choice” delegation to 
promote a “choice” portion of the platform for 
action: abortion. But is this a “healthy choice”?

In the midst of preparing for the Beijing con­
ference, a Hong Kong newspaper has revealed 
some disturbing allegations which just recently 
came to light in the U.S. The Rep. Frank R. Wolf 
~ VA) wrote to three human rights groups And

;ident Ginton requesting an investigation into 
.sports that aborted fetuses are sold as “health 

food” in China by government-run hospitals and 
private clinics. The charges appeared in the April 
12 issue of The Eastern Express in Hong Kong 
and its sister publication, Eastweek.

“Cannibalism is the word some would use to 
describe this practice,” Wolf said. “Other appro­
priate words would be despicable, vile, immoral, 
inhumane and profoundly exploitive.

“The fact that the fetus sales are linked to gov­
ernment-run hospitals is something that we 
should be concerned about in light of China’s 
strict one-child policy,” he said.

According to the article, aborted fetuses are 
sold for about $1.25 each. They are used as a cure 
for asthma and other common illnesses. One 
reporter was offered “fetuses that had reached 
full-term and which, it is claimed, contain the best 
healing properties.” It was further reported that 
hospital cleaning women fought over the “trea­
sured human remains.
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AID distributes 'tool kits' 
to build equality of sexes 
Bae� U. N. goal of 50. 50 representation 

Taxpayers just paic! for an 
.\�ency for Incernatiooal Develop­
ment "tool kit" Uke no other. 
Thdrt!·s no hamrne:-. If there were,
ic would bt: ror nailing men. 

As pa� of the HGender in Eco• 
:1oinic and Social Systems" ( Gene­
�ys) project fundei: by its Office of 
Women m D�velopment. AlD pro­
duced 3,000 "Gender Analysis Tool 
Kits" In glossy pu11Jltt-and-green 
c.:irdboa.rd ca:.es. 

Production cost of thei;� cases,
nicely outfitted with Velcro fasten­
ers and plastic handles: Sl7S,-WO. 
plus hundr-eds of thousands more 
to conduct research for the "tool 
luc" in such places as Bollvta and 
Burkma Faso. 
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The kit and che effor: th�t 1vent 
into 1t support the Uruc.acl Nations' 
worldwide goal. sptlled our 1n a
platform for the Betjin& U.N. Con­
ference on Women. of 50-50 repre­
seni:.-,tion of men and women in all 
occupations. governments and 
diplomatic posts .around the worltl. 

The "tool kitr promotes meth­
ods to collect and analyze demo­
graphic data in foreign countnes 
to decerttum, cne number of men 
ond women in all sectors of the 
econor.w. 

AID spent 5175,400 lo produce J.000 copies cf :his ·Gender Ara!ys.s
Tool L<lt." which supportS eouality by sex ,n all occupations.

Inside the kit. one of the 10 
booitl�t ·•tools" declares chnt a ma­
Jur aim of the project is co get 
policy-makers to chink in terms of 
"gender differences'' rather tha.-i 
" sex di!ferences:' 

Promoting that diimnc:ion 1s 
also ti aoal of feminist groups and 
chose r.r.N. leaaers who prepared 
the "Platform for Action'' for the 
muc;h-<.iisc:.issed Beijing confer• 
en�e 

.-\ -;lide show with the !tit �avs 
"sex c.Jjfferences" nre •l)ioiogic·a1 
- unchangeable. uniVl!rsal." but
··gender d1ffen:nces" are "cultural
- i:rumg�ble. variable:·
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A i,,erson·s biological sex UUl be 
changed only "through the inter­
ventior. of th� rnost modern meth• 
ods of medi�l science," the kit de­
clares. "Gender differences. on 
the other hand. ore culrurnlly de­
term.ined and enforced. 

"They typically Include virtu­
ally nU aspects of the division of 
labor and l1istnbut1on of re­
sources based on cultur::il pt!rcep­
cions or d.iffere!lce:; in men's arid 
women's narures, tastes, prefer­
ences, thouiht processes. physical 
cha..--acteristics and capabilities. 
and so forth .. 

·'Difftrenctis m mens md wom­
en's rights involve rufferences in 
the distribution vf a society's re­
wards and resources," 

The kit encour-nges rjevelop­
ment planners to rocus on cu1t'Jr3.l 
fnctors In thti diVision of labor :md 
distribution of resources l:>etween 
men and women that "affect their 
chances for survival and long life:· 

Another booklet e:<plairul the 
importance or charting a country's
cultural, socuil. religious and po­
litical condioons and laws that 
miiht be barriers to "'iender'' bal­
ance. The kit uriies "policy mtir• 
ventions" and ''intervennon strnc­
egies" when needed ro eliminate 
such barritrs. 

Cecelia Acevedo Royals. presi­
dent of the Naoonal Institute of 
Womanhood, complained, ult ccr• 
tamly :;macks or cultural impena!­
ism. 

"If the emphasis is to determine 
what barners are there (to equal 
male•female representation alo­
bally), ic Is a rooi in the imperialist 
asp.!cts of the C.uro (populadoni 
conference and the [Be1jing) wom· 
1:n·s coor.:rence." 

Margaret Lycem:. director of 

p. Al.i (2 of 2)

Policy-:makers are 
targered to think 
'·gender di.fferences'1 

rather than "sex 

differences_,, 

.\!D's Office of Women in Develvp­
ment, was not avall.-ible for com­
ment. Howard Salter. :in AID 
spokesman, s&d she has been in• 
valved ror more than a year in 
preparations for tlle Beijinii con­
ference. 

From June 1993 through Jan• 
uary, Ms. Lycette's office gave $1.6 
milliori in grants to the l:nited Na• 
tions and nongovernment organi­
zations prepnring for the confer­
em;e, accordinQ to government 
record.'!. 

Mr. Salter saicl the AID "tool kit" 
was not d!rectly tied to the wom• 
�,•s conference. He said it was 
produced as ''iUidance for policy­
makers in desiimi.ng and imple­
mentioK (rorei10 aid] develop­
ment projects." 

"It is a teaching, technic.tl assis­
tance device . . . to look at how 
women cnn be positively accessed 
into the development arena." He 
s.-i!d the kit is "just a micro­
component" of "a very large proj­
ect.'' 

AID Director J. Bnan Atwood 
has defonded the ''tool kit." But in 
a recent letter to A.ep. Benjamin A. 
G:lman, chairman of rhe House ln­
ternation.il Relations Committee, 
Mr. Arwood said. "The expensive 
look and design of this publication 
wllS a mistake of over-1:mthusiasm 

July 26. l995 

... and this glossy approach �ill 
never be repeated." 

One "tool kit'' booklet outlines 
householct, employment and in­
come d.ita needed to evaluare 
·•gender profiles" and trends tn
various countries, in orcler "to
graphically depict sex imbo.lan.:es
for �se in policy decisions."'

The slide presentation insn"l.lcts 
policy-makers ·on the uses of sex­
disaigregated data m identifyi;rg 
gender imba.lauce!i that rnav have 
1mpllcat1ons for development ac­
nv1ties." 

One booklet. "Gender and Pol­
icy Implementae!on: .'\ Tool for 
Assessment of Polley-Den vea Im­
pacts on Women and Men," in­
c!udes "a low-cost nipid apprai.sa! 
tec�n!que, originally developed 
for agricultural projects. for iden­
ofying gender-specific effects oi 
macro-economic and sectoral poll­
c1es 11.!ld leial and reiUlatory stat­
ures." 

The slide show tareers changes 
in population-control progroms 10 
achieve a berter male-female pop­
ulation balance. 

Citing E�ypt, the slides non: 
"that male dominance of house­
hold decisions is sttll strOnR in 
Egypt, but especially sn-oni in [r-.1• 
rat] Upper :£gypc. These patriar­
chal gender relations also corre­
spond with the areas where 
fertility rntes remain too high for 
:rustninablv de\.-elopment. .. 

"We can incorporate chis know I• 
edge Into intervention srr:uegles to 
help increase the demancl for fam­
il): planning services m the areas 
where they are most needed. 

·• If husbands are th� main farrlJ,
ity decision makers, they ::ihould
be the primary targets of family 
planning promonon programs:· 
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First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and SELF Executive 
Editor Nancy Smith at 
White House interview. Do 
American women expect 
anything special from the 
Beijing conference? 
“Women I met around the 
world want for themselves 
and their daughters what I 
want for my daughter," Mrs. 
Clinton said, la happy and 
fulfilling life." The First Lady 
signed the pledge, and you 
can too. Just turn to page 
127, and send your support 
for women and girls every­
where to the Fourth World 
Conference on Women 
in Beijing.

E
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Breast cancer, 250,000 
signatures delivered to 
the White House in 1993.

Alexandra Penney, Editor-in-Chief
Alexandra@SELF.com
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£ -----  -------ou can make a difference—and you have! In the try, we gave away 700,000 ribbons and collected more than 

past three years, hundreds of thousands of SELF
readers have joined together to support issues
that are vital to women. Our first commitment
was back in 1992, when we gave you the oppor­
tunity to send a message to the United Nations
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, where health

concerns for women were a significant issue. We received more
than 43,000 signatures from SELF readers, pledging to help save
the Earth and make it a healthier place. We took them to the
conference’s Secretary General in Rio that June.

That fall, we vowed to make breast cancer awareness a pri­
mary concern for Americans. SELF originated the pink ribbon
campaign, and with the help of partners from the beauty indus-

A healthier worldt 43,030

250,000 signatures from women who wanted to encourage 
more funds for research and to promote breast cancer aware­
ness. We presented every one of those signatures to Hillary 
Rodham Clinton at the White House in May 1993.

Now we’re asking SELF readers and American women to 
show their support for women and girls worldwide. After a 
committee from the United Nations called on us to join the 
global conference on women in Beijing this September, we 
went to work. On page 126, you’ll find a story by Executive 
Editor Nancy Smith on vital issues facing women today. Her 
first step in researching the story was to interview Mrs. Clinton. 
The First Lady was also the first woman to sign our pledge, 
which you’ll find on page 127. Please sign it and mail it, 
fax it or E-mail it to SELF’S Pledge for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women, 350 Madison Ave., 20th fl.. New York,

•r a

I SB

.“’Ptaatpu ..
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pledge book to sign. (Call 800-877- 
5239 for the location nearest you.) 
Get your friends, families, coworkers 
or schoolmates to sign. We’ll take 
the signatures to Beijing to show 
American women’s support of i
women worldwide. Together we can 
make a difference—and we will!
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?’v Beijing, China, on September 4 for the last United Nations bar of soap for the midwife to wash her hands, a piece of twine to
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distorted: In India, for example, there are 930 women signature is delivered to Secretary General Mongolia in Beijing.

A

print name •signature

I
illustration by Francois Berthoud
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I pledge to support efforts to ensure that all women and girls have"; 
a fair chance to achieve their just and rightful place m the worHi- ’ * 7.-

11 
I

800-228-SELF (-7353) PHONE 212-880-5555 .
To make this pledge, enter access number 12.

Please include the entire text of the pledge and your full name in the body of your message.

w
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: en1?re populations fare better economically. The United Nations Conference, of course, has an agenda of
ft? I?verair statistics on the sums of women remain intran- proposals it would like to see incorporated into a plan of action. 

/YY-^geut to the good news. In fact, the 1980s saw a decline in many Member nations will negotiate ways to improve the sums of
’area? .wftere *e previous decade had marked progress. In 1975, women in areas of health care and education and politics and hu-

•ftw*ofP00?"’today ftey remainathird- man riBhts; they wil1 look for ways 10 exploit the power women
- Women and giris still represent two thirds of the world’s illiterate, have always had in protecting the environment; and they will try

K J cult11?!, traditions continue to bar women and girls in many to promote ways to protect women from violence, both domestic
Pv^rYP-^iPCfte-world from education, from equal access to health and institutional.

Y ^. :uhd fram'fiill’participation in economic and political life. In But the real accomplishments will be achieved by the women 
E/’.'j'spite’of efforts to change attimdes, girts are sold into prostitution, who attend the conference, who bring with them hundreds of ex- 
pv ’Y: offtn by theu- families; are initiated into adulthood through rites amples of problems solved in their own communities, of schools 

/T include genital mutilation; and are killed or abandoned at birth built and clinics opened and businesses started. That’s why SELF is

by Nancy F. Smith

n 1972, a small group of women in India joined forces to form for every 1,000 men, according to the 1991 census, and a 1993 
the Self-Employed Women’s Association (SEWA). Their goal study of five of China’s provinces found a startling 800 females to 
was to help improve conditions for women holding largely in- every 1,000 males. By comparison, there are 1,050 women to 
visible jobs as agricultural laborers, vendors, household work- every 1,000 men in the United Sutes. 
ers and rag pickers. SEWA now has 143.000 members and is This, in spite of three previous United Nations conferences. The 
the country s leading women’s organization. It has its own first, in 1975 in Mexico City, launched the Decade for Women; the 

bank, which offers credit to women who otherwise could not get second, in Copenhagen, was held midway through the Herade- and 
loans; it organizes cooperatives to support small businesses; and it the third, in Nairobi in 1985, closed it After three conferences, 20 
provides job training, health insurance and legal aid. But the pow- years and three documents approved by representatives from 157 
er comes from more than economic support. It comes from the countries proposing to improve the position of women, the United 
community, from the sense of what they can accomplish if they Nations concluded that a fourth conference was necessary if 
work together. One day this past April, First Lady Hillary Rodham meaningful change was to occur before the end of the century.

In Pakistan, women who report they have 
been raped are jailed for adultery. Only 20 

women in 100 there can read and write.
This time, says Gertrude Mongella, Secretary General of the

where SEWA first stitutions can do to help women. This conference is women work- 
1 ’ ’ ' ' . .  
dreds of these as the actors in their own drama,” Mongella says. How to do thaP 

, . " ’ woman Work from the grass roots up. Organize as SEWA did. And attack
stood up and, in a clear, even'voice, said: “I used to be afraid of local problems first, with straightforward, simple solutions.

The home birthing kit, for example. It is manufactured by a 
group of women who run a small health clinic in Nepal. It in­
cludes a plastic sheet for the mother to lie on during the delivery, a

it,-'spite bf efforts to change attitudes, girts are sold into prostitution, who attend the conference, who bring with them hundreds of ex- 
vv by ft?’1’ fences; initiated into adulthood through rites amples of problems solved in their own communities, of schools

in alarming numbers. The destruction of female babies is so com- offering you the opportunity to participate, to send your”support. 
ra°n “ some countries that the ratio of women to men has become All you have to do is sign the pledge. We’ll make sure that your

I

■J
£3 ZaUfi. NEW Vwk0 NYadl'o017 ve'

Clinton paid a ~ ~ ‘ ‘
visit to the village Beijing conference, it’s not a question of what governments or in­

began, and hun- ing together to help women. “We want to put women center stage

women gathered to tell of their experiences. Woman after

my husband” or “I was afraid of my mother-in-law” or “I was
afraid of the police. I was always afraid. Now I am not afraid.”

As representatives from around the world prepare to convene in

5.'^? Women s Conference to be held in the twentieth century, they are tie off the umbilical cord, a small wax disk to place the cord on for 
with a classic good news/bad news story. SEWA is part of cutting and a clean razor blade to cut the cord. This rudimentary 

^•^fte good news' Today’ more women have access to education, kit will save hundreds, perhaps thousands, of lives in one of only 
J. f/Y'- iAiw ktAftWk *1__ ____ L -Z*__ •_ 1_________ -• ...... - *

Women have banded together in record numbers to pro- than for men. Women raised the money to manufacture and dis-

\2vtfteftIabors have 8enerated ample data demonstrating that when emment. And it was women who'set out ^educate the expectant

women are better off, families are better off; when women are ed- mothers on how to use it

°uu.c awvoo iv vuuvouuu, mi wiu ijuuuicu2>, pcnidpb uiuusdiius, oi Lives in one or omy 
j.S:^jobs, health care and legal protection than ever before in human three countries where the life expectancy for women is shorter

>_<. mote their causes and the causes of their children. And the fruits of tribute the kits. Women got the requisite approval from the gov-
’ { '**L’i*their labors havp opnpratpd Qmnlp data HpmnnctrQti'no tknt «nkan A ...L— ___ _ x- ____ .1

tAYf woraen are better off, families are better off; when women are ed- mothers on how to use it 
jjvgj^ated, entire peculations fare better economically. 
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Richard Harwood

percent in the immediate aftermath of the separatkm. 
Poverty rates among children rose from 19 percent to 36

Men are not responsible for all the marital problems of

(

“For every man living alone 
with children in our country,

The Washington Post

Monday, June 19,1995

million single-parent households in the United States in ------ --
which children under age of 18 are present For every
man Irvin a alnrw with rhikiron in rnrr mmtrv won VW •••

Council says, “declines substantially (24 percent in the 
United States, 44 percent in Germany), while the hus­
band’s income declines only slightly (6 and 7 percent, 
respectively). A longitudinal study oi family income and

thing hnppens here. But these “mccho" dsnracters rarely

with the responsibility, not only for raising the children blit 
for providing through welfare checks or their own labor 
the income needed for survival

Women: A Status Report
r

Like many American journalists, especially those of my percent of all children bom in the United States in 1991
age and gender, some aspects of “feminism” are not my were bom out of wedlock; among blades, the figure was 68
cup of tea. percent The Population Council reports that in 1980 the

Still, even the hindmost among us recognise that there percentage of “nonmarital” births in Asia was less than 1
is not a great deal to envy in the lives of hundreds of percent* m Africa, 4.8 percent; in Latin America, 6.5
millions of women on this earth. In the poor regions of the percent More recent data are not available, 
globe, drudgery, disease, mistreatment, malnutrition and Divorce is another phenomenon that places far heavier 
short life spans are the lot of men and women alike but burdens on women and their children than on men For
especially of women. Their work, as our sainted mothers every 100 marriages in our country, 55 end in divorce, the
told us, is never done. highest divorce rate found in any developed country. When

The media in such places as the United States have divorce occurs, women in overwhelming numbers get the
made stock figures of harassed young women who must children and lose much of the financial support they and
juggle careers, motherhood and household responsibilities, the children need, “The wife's income,” the Population
Their traditional roles as homemakers and primary par- ~ - - * “ . - -.
ents are combined with the need to be breadwinners and 
income producers in order to maintain living standards 
their families need or desire. Their work week, measured   
in hours, is 20 percent longer than the work week for poverty rates m~thT United TteteTbetwtin”'19 &3 ^d
men. And women in these households bear the prune jggs found that among children whose father left the 

^8 the. Period of the study, family income fell 37 

In the “less developed countries," according to the 
Population Council, the work week for women is 30 to 40 
percent longer even without the presence of children., For
example, during their “reproductive years," women m
Kenya work 51 hours a week, on average, compared to 33
hours a week for men. In Java, the standard woric week for
women is 77 hours and for men about 45.

Millions of other women—unmarried, divorced, aban-

seven women are in that
99

tent, accspt the verdict and neither seek nor are given a 
-1-------  -----.« • - •

We have just observed another Father's Day in Ameri-

consideration of our proper roles within our families or

many if not most of the countries in the world. About 28 and in our lives. But it probably ought to.

man living alone with children in our country, seven ...
women are in that circumstance, the majnrity jiving in
poverty by the government’s definition. Many of these Percent; average family income among these children fell 
women are unmarried; many of th*™ are teenagers. They to 59 Percent of that of children two-parent families.” 
bear the brunt of social disapproval for all the critical social . " ' " ’ \ "
problems associated with children bom out of wedlock and the world nor all of the problems associated with child-rear-
living in fatherless homes. They are at the heart of most of “g, labor sharing and the production of income. In many
the angst and oratory surrounding “welfare.” societies fathers are discouraged from doing more out of a

The unmarried boys or men who fathered these chil- hehef that “this is not gender-appropriate behavior.” Even
dren get far less of the opprobrium and interest of m the United States, the council notes, the modem “new
politicians and the media. There are desultory and usually father” who seeks a bigger role in parenting “may create
ineffective efforts to force fathers to contribute to the conflict in families, communities and workplaces in which
financial support of their children. But beyond that little such behavior clashes with embedded beliefs about appro-
attention is paid. priate paternal roles.” Two studies of American family

A lot of this is “cultural” Fathering a child supposedly is found that “most mothers did not want their husbands to 
“macho," a sign of virility. In Jamaica, the Population become more involved with their children, although the 
Council reports, young men often express their desire for majority of fathers wanted to do so.... A kind of vicious 
a woman by saying, “I think IT give her a baby.” The same drde has developed in which men are presumed incompe-

v r, . *L_ _ t t . t 3~spt the verdict end ncithar seek nor are given a
pay the price. It is the girls and young women who wind up chance to overcome their presumed incompetence.” 
—------------------------------- - ■••• y- -

ca. That occasion does not ordinarily inspire greater

This problem is more acute in the United States than in greater consideration of the status of women in the world
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by Mary Ellen BorkGuest Opinion

The problem with secular humanism
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Twatched and admired his equanimity and balance 
J during those difficult days. Because he understood

8

em liberals define virtue.” For them it often means rad­

ical individualism, doing my own thing, acting sponta­
neously and not being confined by traditional morals, 

or even traditional ideas of gender. The most prepos­

terous ideas are asserted as truth.

1

he dominant culture today is in the hands of the 
'60s generation which has come of age and 

__  now holds tenure in many universities and 
leads the major institutions of our society — the uni­
versities, the media, some churches, and political par­
ties, the arts. They have been seduced by and embraced 
secular humanism, and it is crumbling beneath them 

while they continue to promote it.

The problem with secular
humanism is that it sees noth­
ing beyond this world with­

out references to the tran­
scendent. (According to this

view,) the world is all energy 
and matter that is not going 
anywhere, so we can just 

make up our own values as 
we go. Secular humanism is 
bankrupt both intellectually and morally. It is bankrupt 
intellectually because it denies that reason can know 
the transcendent and denies the foundation of intellec­
tual and moral life. It is impossible by reason alone to 

reach moral truth.
The realization that this venture of secular human­

ism has collapsed is the reason so many philosophers 
claim that there is no truth. Denial of the existence of 

truth is moral relativism and leads to immoral behav­

ior as every man and woman decides for themselves 
what is moral. Only revelation can provide the first 

principles from which moral reasoning must begin. 

The need to defend the moral vision that is the foun­
dation of civilization is the task at hand. As you choose 
your careers and further study, you will also be 

engaged in the cultural struggle defending our ability 
to know the truth and the freedom that comes from fol­
lowing it. Like St. Francis we will be countercultural in 

our choices and in our fidelity to the Gospel
The Church used to be the driving force of the cul­

ture of the West for two centuries. Now the dominant 
culture is in the control of those who are hostile to reli­
gion and to the best way of seeking the common good. 

It is faithful Catholics who make up the counterculture. 
Our challenge is to live our faith courageously without 

the cultural supports that used to be taken for granted. 
The dominant culture is hostile to traditional author­

ities, the family, community, private organizations and 
religion. Thus, we will be coerced into virtue, as mod-

t the U.N. Conference on Women, they are dis- 

_ t cussing gender in a most untraditional way, 
asserting that there are not two genders, male and

Mary Ellen Bork, who recently served as the acting 
director of the Catholic Campaign for America, earli­

er this month received an honorary degree during 
commencement exercises at the Franciscan University 

of Steubenville, Ohio. Bork, a member of St. Ann 
Parish, is a founder of Women Affirming Life, o 
national organization that encourages Catholit 

women to speak on life issues. She received an hon­
orary doctorate in Christian letters for her efforts to 
bring Catholic social teaching to the public debate on 

social issues.
Also at the ceremony, Archbishop Agostino 

Cacciavillan, apostolic pro-nuncio to the United 
States, received an honorary doctorate of jurispru­
dence for his efforts to foster unity and understanding 
between the Holy See and the Catholic Church in 

America.
The following is excerpted with permission from 

Mrs. Bork’s commencement address:

clearly the nature of the political attack against him 

and the role of a judge as one who is not political, he 
was able to be strong and non-defensive as the opposi­

tion ranted. We came out of the experience much 

stronger and not bitter...
How do you build on the positive, appealing, truth­

ful, Christian vision of life you have seen and heard 

here?
I have found that the habits of prayer and reflection 

and action that I learned in my youth and that were fos­
tered in college continue to help me to this day to deal 
with large decisions and with life’s unexpected chal­

lenges. Prayer keeps us open to God.
The habit of acting on the truth enables us to 

become free persons, free in the deepest sense of liv­

ing to the fullest measure our capacity as human 
beings with a sense of purpose, not winging our way 
through life following merely our own desires.

These countercultural habits, otherwise known as 

virtues, will equip you to continue to grow as a person 

and achieve great things.

female, but five. Gender is a continuum: male and I 
female as polar opposites, and in between, homosexu- I 

als, bisexuals and transsexuals. There is even a book 
with a gender color wheel counting 11 genders. The I 

many degenerate ideas which secular humanism spews 
out have to be answered by witnessing to the ‘'truth 

about man” which is at the center of the Catholic tra­
dition. Shaped by that tradition, you are well equipped 
to defend a civilization of truth based on love, the best 
environment for human beings and famihes to grow in.

Being countercultural is not as difficult as it may 
first appear, and I am not a heroine. My husband 
(Judge Robert Bork) and I lived through his nomina­
tion to the Supreme Court and the political war that 
broke out against him. As with many challenges in life, 
it was something we could not directly prepare for, but 

we came through it well.
Bob’s position on the Constitution and on many 

issues were well-known and not widely shared by the 
left liberals who control the dominant culture. They 
organized a fierce political attack on Bob, his views 
and judicial opinions, the like of which had never been 

seen before against a judicial nominee.
In the three months between President Reagan’s 

announcement and the hearings before the Senate 

Judiciary Committee, the left organized a whole net­
work of groups including the civil rights coalition and 
many black churches, spending more than $30 million. 
Press coverage, especially on the evening news, during 
the days of the hearings was 100% negative. In the 
mornings before we left the house, we would pray the 
psalms together. We would leave the house, and the 
press who had camped out on the curb would leap for­

ward and batter him with questions.

’;7
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n case you are ever on Jeopardy and you’re asked to name the I

most equal place on earth for women, here’s your response:

“What is the Seychelles?” Yes, this tiny nation of about 115 is­

lands off the east coast of Africa has a parliament that is di- p

vided almost exactly fifty-fifty between men and women.

How did I find out about the surprising Seychelles? Recently I was 

invited to breakfast with Madeleine Albright, our Ambassador to the UN. Over coffee 

and muffins. Ambassador Albright talked about the Fourth World Conference on 

Women, set to take place in Beijing in September. I took away a packet of material 

filled with statistics about women. Since this is Women’s History Month and March 8 

is International Women’s Day, I thought I’d let you know that even though women are 

better off—healthier, better paid, more literate—than they were a decade ago, more 

progress needs to be made. Except in the Seychelles.

I had to find out more. I called the Sey­

chelles’ Ambassador to 

' the UN. A man! “But 

he said cheerfully. “My 

woman,” he said, maybe 

,ong distance, I spoke to 

of Foreign Affairs, who 

nment policy to promote 

s a real commitment by 

there is a real commit-

also told me that when j 
z 

she is in the United States she always notices that there are far more men than women | 
<

at financial and governmental meetings. “I always think that is most unfortunate. |
£ 

I know at the conference in Beijing there will be a lot of discussion about problems. But I s 

also know women can be extraordinarily resourceful at finding solutions. Maybe we should | 

start by looking at what’s happening in some unexpected places. MYRNA BLYTH 2
Editor-in-Chief i
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How Parents Raise Boys and Girls Differently and Why It's Wong

By Judy Mann

sex-crazed ana teenagers are trying

bate.

*

'v.
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rhaneine the imaee in bovs' minds of

7^

Perhaps most critically, I conclud­
ed that we will never change the

tion? None of the above. Instead, a 
whopping 84 percent of the girls 
checked this item: “How to gay no 
without hurting the other person’s 
feelings.”

arents can help their daugh-

YHEN MY daughter was 11, 
I realized that as much as 
I’d written about what hap­

pens to girls in schools, in their 
homes, and in the culture at large. 1 
had no idea what I could do to help 
my own daughter. I have spent the 
last four years researching what 
happens to girls, and I have come to 
a number of conclusions that bear di­
rectly on today's welfare reform de-

J

later.
Proof of this is found in a study by

Marion Howard and Judith McCabe,
who asked more than 1,000 sexually
active girls 16 years of age or youn­
ger what topic they most wanted to to highlit, hardut Uv-
have more information about. Abor- eis Qf an^ xtenCA Stress to

w
speak out if they feel no one is listen­
ing.

Ki:

i'. • V

* have you believe otherwise, teen- both to fall back on stereotypical pat-
agers are not all sex-crazed. In fact, terns of girls doing things for boys,
it’s more likely that the culture is such as cleaning up.
sex-crazed ana teenagers are trying s Don’t let bays get away wiih inter-
to resist it. Almost universally, they rupting girls. Encourage girls to
tell researchers that they wish they talk and boys to listen. TelTgirls to
had waited until they were older to 
have sex. In one study, nearly a 
quarter of the teenagers—boys as ■ Don’t cosset daughters Encourage 
well as girls—said they believed in them to be rough and ready and in­
abstinence before marriage. dependent. Don’t be too ready to

But the emphasis we place on help them. Encourage daughters to
feelings in girls, on their interper- take risks, and let them learn to fail,
sonal skills and on their ability to ■ Praise girls for their talents and
care for others is precisely what sets abilities, not just their hard work.
them up to succumb to sexual over- Instead of telling a girl, “you worked
tures by boys. They usually regret it hard," tell her, “Gee, honey, you

were greatF Learn to visualize her 
as a scientist, a college professor, a 
community leader.
• Expect girls to do as well in math 
and science as boys, and encourage

have more information about. Abor- eis of aiu} xtencA Stress to 
tion? Masturbation? AIDS preven- rhem rhe i}aef1?1new of thw?

in gaining access to high-paying ca­
reers.
■ Encourage girls to form study 
groups with their pals and to take 
the challenging math and science 

  courses with friends. Daughters who
M ters through the messages are crossing gender lines into "male"

X they give about what they val- territory in school need support just
ue in their families. If we stress the as we mothers did when we crossed
importance of boys and being popu- gender lines m the workplace, 
lar. that tells our daughters that we ' ” “ „ .

  : Don’t wink or smirk at media re­
sense that they are entitled to ques- ports of promiscuous sexual activity,
tion boys’ behavior and to say things whether it is high school athletes or 
such as. "Why do you think it’s all adult celebrities,
right to do that?” Or, “How do you 
flunk that makes me feel when you fTI he pattern in America has al­
do (say) that?” Or, “No, stop, it’s not I ways been that boys’ lives ex- 
all right." X pand, while girls’ lives are

The goal is nothing short of constrained. To break this pattern, 
rhaneine the imaee in bovs' minds of olrl. akn«U oiv^n mnr^ fvn^rlnm

a

2 2 ” J n Encourage your schools to treat 
value the social agenda. If we praise boys' and girls' athletic endeavors 
our daughters’ school efforts, in- equally, by deglamorising the macho 
stead, that helps establish a different sports and elevating the status of ft' 
priority. male athletes and girls'teahu.

Parents can also help their daugh- • Teach sons that promiscuity is 
ters by coaching them to set bound- equally debasing far boys and girls. 
aries. This means giving girls the Don’t wink or smirk at media re-
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Self-reliance is not a conservative

most cherished values in Amencan

what is appropriate behavior toward 
girls and women and to make them

Judy Maun it a Washington Past 
columnist and author of "The 
Difftnnct: Growing Upf'emalt in 
America" (Warner Books).

outcome for girls until we change 
the way we raise boys. We need to 
break the false sense of entitle­
ment—at the expense of girls—that 
boys have, and we need to break the

stand that the main task of adoles­
cence is to became the most compe-

|sv'.

- ;■

tunities and possibilities that boys 
  . ■ « -

against teenage pregnancy that we 
know of, the best vaccine against 
welfare dependency we have.

more reflective about their own sex­
ual desires. This is where mothers, 
who can remember very well what it
is like to be a teenage girl, can make 
an important contribution by talking 
to their sons about the need to re­
spect girls and women. Mothers
need to tell their sons what it feels 
like to have to cope with the double 
standard in which boys who are sex­
ually active are looked up to for be­
ing studs and girls are looked down

There are some other things we

between boys”and girls and to’en- succeed in creating long-term, «ys- 
courage self-reliance in girls: tenuc welfare reform until we raise
■ Have boys do things for gids, such girls to believe that their ticket to 
as getting them a drink or fetching a happiness, security and success is to 
book. The point is to have girls feel be found in themselves, and not 
entitled to ask boys to do things for someone else. They need to under­
them and to develop in boys the ca­
pacity to do things for girls, as op-

them. can be, with a full range of pOssibili-
■ Encourage boys to be emotional ties open to them of what lif$ has to 

oiiF'
Though the hand-wringers would ly sensitive and responsive to others. .— ——----- -----
1 ‘ 8 Men who cannot express their emo- or a liberal value: It is one of the

lions can turn to violence.
• Encourage boys and girls to be culture. We need to nurture that 
friends aM to do things together, but quality in our daughters, just as we 
Jeeep a wary eye out for tendencies by do in our sons.

equally destructive cycle in which 
we raise girls to be “nice,’ submis­
sive and deferential.

This cycle of entitlement and sub­
mission plays a powerful role in a 
range of problems plaguing Ameri­
can eodety, including teenage vio

1______ _ .. " 1 ‘
tering and the costly sexual 
ha ragament suits that haunt the busi­
ness community.

The irony for conservatives who 
have fought a rear-guard action for 
20 years against women’s rights is 
that the surest way out of the wel­
fare state they rail against is to raise 
girlfl with the same range of oppor-

and opportunities in everything from 
athletic endeavors to schoolwork 
and to out-of-achool activitiea such 
as summer camps that speaahK in 
sports and computers. Encourage 
girls to take internshipe in nontradi- 
tional fields.

Girls who are centered rather 
than man-centered, who are valued 
for what they can do rather than 
how they look, who have a vision of a 
self-reliant and independent future 
rather than a life of domestic or wel­
fare dependency will have the confi­
dence to make choices that will pro­
mote their own success. If the 
choice comes down to hurting them­
selves or hdrting someone else's 
feelings, girls who have practiced 
these skills and who have a clear eye 
about what is at stake will place 
their own welfare first They will 
feel entitled to do that.

Welfare reform has to be viewed 
as a two-step process: what we 
should be doing with people who are 
on welfare now, and how to keep a 
new generation of teenage mothers 
and their babies from going, on the 
rolls. No matter what Congress and 

  the Clinton administration do to ad-
do to promote mutual respect dress the first stage, we will never

temic welfare reform until we raise




