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Focus on Population 
And Development 

Followup on Cairo Conference, September 5-13, 1994 

Putting ca1ro Into Action 

The International Conference on 
Population and Development (ICPD) 
was a major success, with 180 nations 
endorsing a comprehensive new strat­
egy for addressing population and 
development issues. In Cairo, govern­
mental and non-governmental 
participants worked together to craft 
a Program of Action that encompasses 
quality family planning and reproduc­
tive health services, the empowerment 
of women, the involvement of men, ex­
panded access to education and health 
care services, and reduction of waste­
ful resource consumption. 

Following is a synopsis of some of 
the efforts underway by the United 
States to implement the Program of 
Action. 

USAID Programs 

The United States is strongly commit­
ted to implementing the objectives set 
in Cairo across all dimensions of 
sustainable development programs. 
For the population and reproductive 
health programs that are at the core 
of the Program of Action, the U.S. 
Agency for International Develop­
ment (USAlD) has held a series of 
meetings to draw on the ideas and 
experiences of experts and non­
governmental organization (NGO) 
leaders in the field, and is continuing 
efforts to ensure wide participation. 

In anticipation of the Program of 
Action, and reflecting strong support 
at the !CPD for new efforts, USAID 
has been undertaking or expanding 
special initiatives in several areas. 

Famlly Planning and Health 

• Expanding access to reproduc­
tive health information and services; 

• Operations research to test new
approaches linking family planning 
and other reproductive health service 
delivery; 

• U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Public Affairs
Office of Public CorTm.Jnication

• Biomedical research on male
methods of contraception as well as on 
new barrier methods and microbicides 
to provide dual protection from preg­
nancy and sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs); 

• Prevention of HIV/AIDS and
other STDs; and 

• Collaborative programs with non­
governmental organizations involved in 
reproductive health research and. 
services, including promotion of gender 
equity and equality, male involvement, 
STD prevention, and elimination of 
harmful traditional practices such as 
female genital mutilation. 

Education and Empowerment 
Of Women 

The U.S. is reviewing its programs 
across the board for their impact on 
empowerment of women. Several new 
program initiatives are under develop­
ment that reflect the goals of the 
Program of ActiQn including: 

• A new girls' and women's educa­
tion initiative building on lessons 
learned from successful efforts in 
Guatemala, Nepal, Malawi, and else­
where; 

• A legal rights initiative which
focuses on supporting women's political, 
economic, and social empowerment 
through the promotion of equality of 
women; 

• An NGO partnership initiative to
strengthen information dissemination 
i:egarding gender considerations in 
national legislation and international 
instruments; 

• An economic growth policy
development initiative designed to 
increase participation of women in U.S. 
assistance activities and incorporate 
analysis of the effects on women of 
macroeconomic and sectoral policy 
reform objectives; and 

• A new microenterprise program
designed to promote equal economic 
access for women as well as community 
development. 

Ongoing Programs 

USAID will continue to work in areas 
where it has a significant comparative 
advantage among donors, including 
maximizing access and quality of care 
in family planning, prevention and 
management of AIDS and other STDs, 
child survival, and other aspects of 
health. USAID programs address all 
of the functional areas discussed in the 
ICPD Program of Action, including 
services, training, information and 
communications, research, commodity 
procurement, policy development, and 
evaluations. Programs emphasize 
activities that have the greatest pub! 
health impact by being responsible to 
end-users, c.ost-effective, and preven­
tive rather than curative in orientation. 

The U.S. is also seeking to foster 
cooperation among developing coun­
tries-a South-South initiative to help 
them learn from one another's experi­
ences. The recent reorganization in 
USAID will encourage synergies 
within the population and health sector 
as well as intersectoral linkages with 
work in other areas concerned with 
women's empowerment, the environ­
ment, economic growth, and democ­
racy. 

U.S.-Japan Common Agenda

The population and HIV/AIDS initia­
tive of the Common Agenda for 
Cooperation in Global Perspectives has 
created an opportunity for the U.S. and 
Japan to work collaboratively in this 
area. This initiative, which began in 
July 1993, is being coordinated through 
USAlD's Global Bureau, Center for 
Population, Health and Nutrition, with 
the Japanese Global Issues Initiative 

December 16, 1994 
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which provides small grants to NGOs
for small-scale construction and
durable goods. Priority is being given grams, and permits the U.S. to guaran- 
to complementing the work being done tee up to 70% of any microenterprise 
by USAID-supported NGOs. loan provided under this program.

planning and reproductive health in 
FY 1995, with an additional contribu­
tion to the UN Population Fund 
(UNFPA).

UNFPA. The U.S. contribution to 
UNFPA will be $50 million; although

(GII). The GII represents the Govern­
ment of Japan’s bilateral assistance of 
^3 billion for population and AIDS 
ver the next seven years.

The goals of this cooperative effort 
are to maximize the impact of each 
country’s population and health 
assistance; increase technical capacity 
to provide assistance; increase oppor­
tunities to share lessons learned; and 
strengthen U.S.-Japan relations 
through increased consultation and 
cooperation at the global and mission 
levels.

Seven priority countries were 
selected for the Common Agenda 
population and HIV/AIDS initiatives. 
They are: Ghana, India, Indonesia, 
Kenya, the Philippines, Egypt (family 
planning only), and Thailand (HIV/ 
AIDS only). In addition, Japan is 

President’s Council on Sustainable 
Development (PCSD)

The PCSD, a public/private group 
tasked with making recommendations 
on integrating sustainable development 
in U.S. policies and programs, has 
established a Task Force on Population 
and Consumption. Sustainability in the

President Clinton requested, it 
represents a $10 million increase from 
the previous year. These investments 
will support family planning and 
reproductive, maternal, and child 
health programs in about 60 coun­
tries—many of which do not receive 
direct assistance from the U.S.

Newly Independent States (NIS) 
Family Planning and Reproductive 
Health. Congress supported $15 
million for a comprehensive program 
of family planning services to help 
reduce the disturbingly high rate of 
unplanned pregnancies in the NIS. 
The program will stress the use of 
high quality, modern contraceptive 
methods, training for health care 
providers, and information, education, 
.nd communication to citizens as well 

as medical and technical information 
for health care workers.

Child Survival, Basic Education, 
and Micronutrient Programs. Con­
gress supported increases for child 
survival, micronutrient (particularly 
vitamins), and basic education pro­
grams. As acknowledged in the ICPD 
Program of Action, these programs are 
all important in their own right, and 
they also affect decisions about family 
size.

Women in Development. To 
encourage and promote the participa­
tion and integration of women in the 
development process in developing 
countries, $13 million will be dedicated 
to the Office of Women in Development 
to run its programs.

Microenterprise Loans. A standing 
international commitment to micro­
enterprises has successfully generated 
self-employment among the poor, and 

supporting grassroots grant assistance particularly developing world women.
Congress recommended $1.5 billion for 
both small and microenterprise pro-

International Research and 
Training Program

The Fogarty International Center and 
the National Institutes of Child Health 
and Human Development of the 
National Institutes of Health are 
initiating an international research and 
training program in population and 
health. The program will enable U.S. 
universities and other research institu 
tions to extend the geographic base of 
their research and training efforts to 
developing nations, in support of 
international population priorities.

The broad objectives are to assist 
scientists from developing nations to 
advance technological and social 
adaptations needed to meet the 
challenge of unsustainable population 
growth. Cooperative programs will 
emphasize research needs identified in 
the ICPD Program of Action. These 
include:

• Reproductive and neonatal 
health, including new methods of 
prevention of STDs;

• Contraceptive development and 
evaluation to create a broader range of 
safe, reversible, and affordable meth­
ods of fertility regulation, suitable for 
different age and cultural groups; and

• Social and behavioral factors that 
influence population dynamics, includ­
ing operational research related to 
family planning, migration and spatial 
distribution of populations, and family 
and gender roles.

U.S. requires coming to grips with the 
growth of our own population and the 
rate of consumption of natural re­
sources.

The task force is convening a series 
of roundtable discussions for members 
of the council, experts in the field, 
and the interested public to identify 
substantive opportunities for action 
that have a high degree of public 
support. The first roundtable was 
held October 27,1994, in Washington, 
DC, and focused on fertility and 
migration. The second, to be held 
January 12,1995, in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, will concentrate on con­
sumption and technology. The third 
roundtable (date to be determined) will 
address lessons learned and explore 
steps the country could most realisti­
cally take toward greater environmen­
tal sustainability. The pubhc is encour­
aged to participate.

Appropriations—FY 1995 Summit of the Americas

Family Planning and Reproductive > As one accomplishment on the road 
ealth. Congress recommended that from Cairo, the United States reached 

che U.S. commit $527 million to family agreement with North and South 
American countries on the importance 
of promoting equitable access to basic 
health services and strengthening the 
role of women throughout the 
hemisphere. Specifically, governments 
reaffirmed the commitments they made 

this is $10 million less than the amount toward maternal and child health, basic 
health care, and other recommendations 
consistent with the Program of Action 
agreed to at the ICPD. Among other 
things, the nations of the Western 
Hemisphere agreed to develop plans 
and programs for addressing child, 
maternal, and reproductive health, 
including prenatal, delivery, and 
postnatal care; HIV/AIDS prevention; 
and immunizations and programs to 
combat other major causes of infant 
mortality.
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With a FY 1995 budget of 
$1 million, between six and eight 
international research and training 
grants in population and health will be 
awarded competitively to U.S. 
institutions with ongoing programs in 
population research.

Family Planning and
Reproductive Health for Refugees

The ICPD Program of Action called 
for increased attention to meeting the 
family planning and reproductive 
health needs of refugees. The U.S. is 
working in the international arena 
with several UN organizations— 
UNHCR, UNFPA, UNICEF, and 
WHO, as well as NGOs such as IRC, 
CARE, the Red Cross, and Medicins 
Sans Frontieres—to incorporate 
reproductive health information and 
services into the normal regime of 
health services provided in refugee 
and emergency situations.

serve to underscore U.S. commitment 
to women’s rights and to enhance our 
ability to protect and promote those 
rights internationally. The Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee voted 13 
to 6 to send the proposal for ratification 
to the full Senate, but time ran out 
before the Senate was able to consider 
it. The Administration is hopeful that 
the Senate will give its advice and 
consent early next year when Congress 
reconvenes.

Family Reunification and Migration

The U.S. is encouraging other countries 
to adopt actions agreed to in Cairo in 
regard to family reunification and 
immigration. The language—which was 
highly debated at the ICPD —states:

... all governments, particularly 
those of receiving countries, must 
recognize the vital importance of 
family reunification and promote its 
integration into their national 
legislation....

Family reunification brings about 
500,000 new immigrants to the U.S. 
each year. The U.S. will continue 
diplomatic efforts to encourage other 
countries to make family reunification a 
priority in their immigration and 
migration policies.

Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW)

CEDAW is the top human rights treaty 
priority for the Clinton Administration. 
The Administration sent its proposal for 
ratification of CEDAW to the U.S. 
Senate for consideration in September. 
Ratification of the Convention would 

International Investments: Update

• Germany has announced its 
intention to provide $2 billion over 
seven years in assistance for family 
planning and health, including HIV/ 
AIDS prevention, education, and 
women’s empowerment. This increase 
comes after already doubling its assis­
tance between 1990 and 1994.

• In July, the United Kingdom 
announced a nearly 65% increase in 
population funding over the next two 
years, for a total of about $160 million.

• The European Union has publi­
cized its goal to provide $400 million 
annually for population assistance by 
the year 2000.

• Japan has committed $3 billion 
over a seven-year period for population 
and HIV/AIDS programs.

• Since 1992, U.S. population 
assistance has increased more than 55% 
to nearly $600 million in FY 1995. 
Additional amounts earmarked for the 
areas of child survival, HIV/AIDS, 
other aspects of health and nutrition, 
and basic education will bring the total 
to more than $1 billion.

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

NIH is involved in many aspects of 
population-related programs and 
research in the U.S. Recently, NIH 
funds have been directed to training 
for researchers in all aspects of human 
health, including reproductive health 
scientists and demographers; studies 
on family and child well-being as well 
as studies on a broad range of child 
health issues; enhancing social secu­
rity for the elderly; a major study of 
adolescent health, which includes 
adolescent sexual behavior; and some 
smaller-scale studies on adult sexual 
behavior.

The NIH has been in the forefront 
of studies on HIV treatment and in 
research on possible vaccines, as well 
as in the development of the HIV tests 
now in world-wide use. Also through 
NIH-funded research, a plastic 
condom has been developed that is 
about to be introduced in the U.S. 
market.

NIH contributes to the Population 
Index, a quarterly journal that 
contains annotated references to all 
demographic research. These findings 
are incorporated into POPLINE, the 
online data system.

New Appointments

Several new key players have joined 
the team responsible for ICPD imple­
mentation efforts in the U.S. Govern­
ment. They are:

• Gracia Hillman, Senior Advisor 
for International Women’s Issues, De­
partment of State. Most recently with 
the League of Women Voters, Ms. 
Hillman will work with Under Secre­
tary of State for Global Affairs 
Timothy E. Wirth to promote interna­
tional women’s human rights and 
better integrate women’s issues into 
foreign policy. (U.S. Department of 
State, Global Affairs, 2201 C Street 
NW, Room 7526, Washington, DC 
20520, phone 202-647-2547; fax 202-647- 
0753.)

• Margaret Lycette, Director, 
Office of Women in Development, 
USAID. Formerly with the Interna­
tional Center for Research on Women, 
Ms. Lycette will be working with As­
sistant Administrator of the Global 
Bureau, Ambassador Sally Shelton, to 
promote the empowerment of women 
through USAID’s projects, programs, 
and policy-oriented activities. 
(USAID, Office of Women in Develop­
ment, SA-38, Suite 900, Washington, 
DC 20523-3802, phone 703-816-0291; 
fax 703-816-0266.)

• Felicia Stewart, MD, Deputy As­
sistant Secretary, Office of Population 
Affairs, Department of Health and Hu­
man Services. Most recently Dr. 
Stewart was the Director of Medical 
Research for the Sutter Medical Foun­
dation, Sacramento, California. (U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Ser­
vices, Office of Population Affairs, 4330 
East-West Highway, Suite N1115, 
Bethesda, MD 20857, phone 301-594- 
4000; fax 301-594-5980.)
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2201 C Street NW, Room 1318, Wash­
ington, DC 20520, phone 202-647-3129; 
fax 202-647-4787.

World Conference Information

Direct questions or comments about 
U.S. involvement in the World 
Summit for Social Development 
(March 1995) or the Fourth World 
Conference of Women (September 
1995) to the U.S. Global Conference 
Secretariat, U.S. Department of State, 

NGO Conference Participation

World Summit for Social Develop­
ment (March 1995). The deadline for 
application for accreditation to the 
summit and its preparatory process was 
November 30,1994 (December 15 for 
those in consultative status with 
ECOSOC). For general information on 
NGO participation in the summit, 
contact the NGO Liaison Officer, 
Secretariat of the World Summit for 
Social Development, Room DC2-1372, 
United Nations, New York, NY 10017, 
phone 212-963-1957; fax 212-963-3062.

For information about participation 
in the parallel NGO forum, please 
contact NGO Forum Host Committee, 
Jan Birket-Smith, Secretary-General, 
Njalsgade 13C, DK-2300 Copenhagen S, 
Denmark, phone 45-32-96-19-95; 
fax 45-32-96-89-19; e-mail: 
ngo95@inet.unic.dk

Additional inquiries may be 
directed to:

U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of Global Affairs
2201 C Street NW, Room 7250 
Washington, DC 20520 
phone 202-647-6240; fax 202-647-0753

USAID Office of Population
Center for Population, Health and

Nutrition
Bureau for Global Programs, Field

Support and Research 
SA-18, Room 811
Washington, DC 20523-1819 
phone 703-875-4505; fax 703-875-4413

Press coverage of the ICPD — with more than 5,600 stories and editorials written in the US in September — 
was extensive and often enlightened. For your information, enclosed are several clips which you may not 
have seen.

Fourth World Conference on 
Women (September 1995). The 
deadline for application for accredita­
tion for the official conference is 
January 13,1995. For accreditation 
guidelines and application forms, please 
contact the UN Conference Secre­
tariat, NGO Accreditation, Fourth 
World Conference on Women, Two UN 
Plaza, Room 1204, New York, NY 
10017, phone 212-963-8034, fax 212-963- 
3463. For information about participa­
tion in the parallel NGO forum, please 
contact the NGO Forum Planning 
Committee, 211 E. 43rd Street, Suite 
1500, New York, NY 10017, phone 212- 
922-9267, fax 212-922-9269.

To obtain a final copy of the ICPD 
Program of Action, you may contact:

ICPD Secretariat
220 East 42nd Street, 22nd Floor 
New York, NY 10017 
phone 212-297-5244; 
fax 212-297-5250, ■
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Needs of Adolescents Become 
Crucial Challenge at Cairo Meeting 

By Ca•g• Mo!lett 
s.a11-o1n.. Chritlior, s.o....-

=====CAiao===== 

prompted most de­
velopi.ng countries to 
offer family-planning 
services and a 
majority of couples 
to accept them. The 
result: a lower rate 
of population growth 
worldwide. 

Figuring out how 
to bridge the gap be-

likely to be harder. 
(The vinr from 
Mexico, Page 9.) 

The main em­
phasis will be on em­
powering women. 
But the focus will 
also be on their 
yoWlger sisters, the 
millions of teenage 
girls who give birth 

·Meeting the needs of adoles­
cents Is one of the nm frontier.; 
in meeting the global population 
challenge,· notes Herbert Fried­
man, head of the Geneva-based 
World Health Organiza.r:ion 
(WHO) adolescent-health divi­
sion. 

0 NE explanation for the 
contraceptive revolution
that has swept the world 

since the 1960s is that scores of 
governments and millions of cou• 
pies suddenly concluded that 
smaller families would mean 
greater prosperity. 

It was a conclusion that 

tween slower growth and no­
growth - the goal of the United 
Nations population conference 
now in its third day in Cairo - is 

every year because they have 
largely been ignored by fi&mily­
planning agencies. 

Adolescent sex educa.tion is 
one controversial issue - others 
include abortion and reproductive 
rights - remaining afte.r pre­
liminary meetings to the Cairo 
conference. These issues were 
·bracketed· for further discussion
because of objections from the
Vatican. And on Sept. 6, the Vat•

lean Issued a new condemnation of the proposals. 
The job of working out compromise language has 

been assigned to a ·main eommittee· comprising two 
delegates from each of the 1 i7 countries represented 
at the conference. The Vatican is weighing a compro­
mise on the most controversial issue that would move 
references lo al,ortion out or the section on family 
planning in the 113-page draft •program for Action· 
and specify that abortion is not a human right. 

"The Holy Sec cannot give explicit or implicit i1up. 
port to tho!'re parts or u,e ldrnftl document regarding 
abortion,· a ·weakening· of the definition or the ram­
iJy, or provisions lo provide :ululcs<•t•nL'I with conflden­
·ua1 sexual hcalt .h care, papal spokesman Joaquin
Navarro s:ild Sept. 6. A senior conference official was
more opl imistic, prt.-<lkting lhal a •baJnnce between
parental rights and tJ,e important needs of adolescents·
would eventually be stn1ck.

1-:xp<'rts here !\.'\Y pmvidlng infonnatlou ahoul sex­
uality and reproduction lo the world's more than one•
half-billion teenagers ha., crucial health implications,
1.�111•cially in an era of AIDS. llul the extended ab.'lti•
111•1u-1• or 11111r<'•!1ru1.N·1t�I �•xmu a<·livlty that often
r�ult.s from such education has demographic implica­
tions a.c; well, since adolescents account for a higher
proportion of total births worldwtde each year.

Thr. raw staU.stlc.<; on adolescent sexual at.-t.ivity are 
striking. Between one-fifth and one-half of all unmar­
ried teenagers in developing countries are sexually 

• active, according to the Worldwatch Institute. or all
1'1-yc:ir-ohl girls nlive to<l:iy, 40 per<'rnt will be preg­
nant by u,e time they arc 20. In some As inn and African
countries, teenagers below the age of 18 account for
half of all pregnancies, according to the UN.

Though differences exist between married and 
unmarried teenagers, U1ere is one common denominn­
tor. Nearly all remain largely untouched by the global 
reach or family planning, leaving them vulnerable to 
unwanted pregnancies and higher-risk pregnancies. 
Young women between 15 and 19 account for up to a 
fifth or all induced abortions worldwide. 

• Adult women are having fewer pregnancies and 
adolescents are not,� says a UN official, referring lo 
one consequence of family-planning agencies having 
had far greater success reaching older married women. 

Con.'lervl\tive Roman Catholics Md Muslims �Y a 
provision calling for expanded sex education in lhc 
draft plan or action now being debated in Cairo will 
encourage adolescents to have premarital sex. 

B 
IIT n I 99!J WHO re,·iew of 19 recent 11tudi<'s sug­
gci;ts that it would rC!lull in c.Jclayed sexual 
activity and lead to more contraceptive use -

both of which \\ill delay childbearing and lengthen the 
time spru, IJelween generations. ·one of the gre11lc-s1 
myth., in the world is that giving information to young 
people resulL'I in promiscuity; Dr. Friedman says. 

Expert." S,\y sex educru.ion is mom erTet·Livc wlll'n 
tmrghl al. home or impart('tl by 1><•t•rs. W11rl<lwi1h•, gm·• 
ernments and organizations hove tried Ledmiques from 
setting up clinics that exclusively serve adolescents to 
promoting counseling sessions that. says a PolLc;h pedi• 
atrician at the conference, have taught teenagers ·1l(lw 
to delay, how to say no, and how to have enough self­
esteem to risk criticism for saying no.· 

The spread of AIDS also makes a compelling point 
to adoles<'ents. �Kill" sec th<'ir pnrcnLc; and friencb 
dying, and they get educated in a hurry,· say:i Margaret 
Nagita. "When you put AIDS and education together, 
people really change their behavior: -, 
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The Cairo conference 
and the plight of women

Bv JONATHAN POWER

T
to the means of production.

In Islamic law, women's land rights 
are clear-cut. But in day-to-day life 
custom, the threat of divorce or 
other social sanctions all contribute 
to-pressuring women to cede practi­
cal control of their land to the men. 
‘In Africa, under customary land 

systems married women often have 
the right to a cenain number of 
fields, but they must give priorin- to 
their husband's fields and livestock.

Development has not been a fnend 
to women. Most modern-day crop and 
livestock projects are aimed at men. 
Project designers, banking and aid 
officials all too readily assume that 
women cannot afford to buy improved 
seeds, fertilizer and irrigation equip­
ment. Nor can they repay loans.

These attitudes are more based on 
prejudice than fact. The repayment 
records of poor women are often 
much superior to that of bener-off 
borrowers.

Lack of education makes the day of 
reform even more distant There are 
a billion illiterates in the world and 
two-thirds of them are women. The 
rapid growth of educational opportu­
nity in the 1960s and 70s slowed 
toward the end of the 1980s as deep­
ening recession pushed many coun­
tries to cut their educational bud­
gets. This is extraordinarily short­
sighted. Investment in education is 
probably the single most rewarding 
activity for any government at any 
level of development. To underin­
vest in women is to compound the 

mistake even further.
With education and good economic 

opportunities, women can progress 
from a situation where they are tri­
ply disadvantaged — as poor, as 
women and perhaps, too, as single 
parents — to where their work has a 
triple multiplier effect — in the 
home, in society at large and. not 
least, in the development of the next 
generation.

We can in fact add a further bene­
fit. If women are truly participating 
in economic life this is going to have 
a profound effect in bringing popula­
tion growth under control.

he secret key that unlocks the 
door on the impasse in Cairo 
at the world conference on 

population can be mouthed in one 
word: women. To be absolutely pre­
cise: poor women. Compared with 
this, everything else is probably a 
time-consuming sideshow.

The figures tell the magnitude of 
the issue. The number of rural women 
living in poverty in the developing 
countries has increased by almost SO 
percent over the last 20 years, to an 
awesome S65 million — 374 million of 
them in .Asia. 130 million in .Africa. 43 
million in Latin .America and the Car­
ibbean and 10 million in the Near East 
and North Africa.

This is not just the consequence of 
over-rapid population growth. There 
has clearly been a sharp jump in the 
number of female-headed house­
holds. A combination of factors — 
changes in traditional values, the 
emigration of men. increased family 
break-up. the economic recession of 
the 1980s. high population growth, 
low productivity and a deteriorating 
environment — all are working to 
reinforce each other.

The degree of the problem depends 
partly on the influence of culture 
and partly on the state of social insta­
bility as a consequence of war, civil 
disturbance or over-rapid urbaniza­
tion. In most of the Middle East, 
North .Africa, much of Asia, and the 
western Sahel of Africa, the propor­
tion of households headed by women 
is well under 20 percent. In sharp 
contrast, in Central America, the 
Caribbean, Southern Africa and Viet­
nam It is over 30 percent.

But whether a woman is alone or 
with a man. despite the fact that she 
is a critical element of production in 
the rural economy — in Africa 
women produce three-quarters of 
their family’s food supply — she is. to 
all intents and purposes, given sec­
ond or third rank by social custom. 

First and foremost, women’s access 
to land is severely constrained. Yet 
in the rural economy without land of 
one’s own, one has no assured access- 

There is a growing amount of hard 
evidence that a woman's income and 
her degree of control over house­
hold spending is positively correlat­
ed with her children's nutrition and 
health. Thus, improving female op­
portunity and income will lower 
child mortality and morbidity. Over 
the long run, this will inevitably 
encourage women to have less chil­
dren.

This tendency is amplified once 
women have assured access to land. 
If a woman does not have to bear 
several sons to be certain she will 
always be able to cultivate a piece of 
a son’s land whatever happens to her 
husband, then clearly she is going to 
be more amenable to discussing the 
possibilities of family planning.

Tragically, in many parts of the 
Third World, we are still seeing an 
opportunity lost. Instead of a coun­
tryside firing on all cylinders, what 
we are now observing is its increas­
ing feminization, a society in which 
the men are either absent or not 
pulling their weight, a society where 
the burdens of life and well-being 
are thrown on the women, who are 
not equipped either by education 
tools or advice to realize their abun 
dant, unfulfilled potential.

I sense the Cairo conference is sc 
badly polarized because too man} 
delegates are holding the wrong enc 
of the stick. Message to Cairo: Take 
care of women's poverty and popula 
tidn will probably look after itself.

Jonathan Power writes on. 
international affairs from London.



INTERNATIONAL COALITION ON WOMEN AND CREDIT

We the members of the Coalition:

urge non-governmental organizations to lobby for a stronger UNIFEM; and

 junding Members: ACCION International, ATI, Association for Enterprise Opportunity, Banco Solidario, 
Microempresarial, Centro de Apoyo a la Microempresa, COPEME, COPE, Femme Developpement et Entreprises

appeal to each member of the donor community to confirm its commitment to UNIFEM as the vehicle 
for effective support to non-govemment organizations and other partners serving women.

The advent of the Fourth World Conference on Women in September 1995 in Beijing and its anticipated 
outcome provides a historic opportunity for the international community to strengthen UNIFEM to play a 
pivotal role in implementing the Platform for Action in line with its mandate and to be a vehicle of change, 
carrying the hopes and visions of women, for the 21st century. As the only autonomous fund for women in 
the United Nations, UNIFEM has the ability to identify, support and document innovative approaches to 
women’s empowerment, and the potential to inform and stimulate effective strategies for improving women’s 
status in UN and government programmes worldwide. Its present level of resources is minuscule and 
unacceptable given its mandate. Building on its 20 years of experience, UNIFEM should be strengthened and 
be given adequate resources to continue its work of supporting and leveraging support for programmes and 
strategies that make it possible for women to participate as equal and visible partners in development.

call upon all governments, non-governmental organizations and multilateral institutions to reaffirm 
their support for a strengthened UNIFEM;

Statement of Support to the

United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

The International Coalition on Women and Credit, a network composed of 32 of the world’s leading 
micro-credit and business NGOs, is the outcome of UNIFEM’s effective catalytic work. UNIFEM’s financial 
support, philosophical commitment and practical experience were critical to our formation. Our Coalition has 
been organizing since 1993 to prepare for the Fourth World Conference on Women (FWCW, Beijing, 1995) 
with the aim of ensuring that low income women’s economic participation and access to financial services is 
placed front and centre in changing policies, systems and resources flows at local, regional and global levels. 
We have joined together in an international alliance to pursue common objectives and have initiated the process 
of presenting a concrete strategy for equitable and sustainable development with low income women 
entrepreneurs and producers at the centre. UNIFEM support has made it possible for us to meet, to strategize 
collectively and to develop advocacy tools and methods for demonstrating the importance of increasing and 
improving financial resources for low-income women’s efforts to become economically self-sufficient.

Women comprise half of humanity. There are about 1.3 billion people living in absolute poverty, 70 percent 
of them are women. The majority of poor women are economically active playing major roles as entrepreneurs 
and producers, particularly in the informal sector. Their paid and unpaid work is crucial to the economies of 
their households, communities and countries. The release of their productive potential is essential to the 
eradication of poverty. However, the resources and opportunities available for them are not commensurate to 
their economic contribution. The economic empowerment of women has been the cornerstone of UNIFEM’s 
work.

Women's World Banking - Coalition Secretariat, 8 West 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 10018
Tel. (212) 768-8513, Fax (212) 768-8519

i
Banco Solidario, Calmeadow, CASHPOR, Centro Accion 

, . , , r rr r j enAfrique, FINCA International, Friends
of WWB/India, Grameen Bank, Ms. Foundation, MUDE, RAFAD, Save the Children/USA, SEEP Network, SEWA Cooperative Bank, Societe 
D'Investissement et de Developpment International, Tototo Home Industries, Uganda Women's Finance and Credit Trust, Women's World Banking, and 
World Council of Credit Unions. UNIFEM - honorary, non-voting member.
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Chapter IV 

STRATEGIC oaJECTIVES AND ACTIONS 

47. In ea.ch ·area .of critical conc·ern, the problem is diagnose9 and strategic
objective• are propo-aed with concrete actions to be taken by various actor■ in
order to achieve thdae objective•. The atrategic objectives are derived from
the critical area• of concern,. and apecific action� to be taken to· achieve them
cut aero■■ boun�ar!e• �f equality,.development and peace·- the goal• of the.
Nairobi.ro�ard-looking Strategi•• tor �h• Advancement of Women - and reflect
their interdependence • .  The objective• and.action• are interlinked, of high
priority and mutually reinforcing.· .. (�• ·prograaa• ia intended tQ. iapro•·•· th•
conditioll of all woaen, irre■pecti•• of . age, &Rd while recoguiaing th•
difference• aaong wo�•ll,· it •••le• to par. special atteu,.ion to th• groups of
woaen that are at highest risk, as well as to rural, indigenous, diaabled,
refug••. a.ad displaced wo■•ll•l

. . 
48. (ft• act.ion■ are directed to iap�•illg .tbe status and aituation of all
woaen and therefor• recOCJDiae tb&� 11&11r wo■e11 face particular barri•r• because
of such factor■ a• their �•ce, age, l&Rguage, ethnicitr, culture, reJigion
C••zual ori•�tation,J or di•abilitr,·or because they are �digenoua people.
Ka11r .woae11 face barrier■ related to their faailr status, particularir a■ single 
parents, to their socio-ecoll�aic status, inc�uding their li•ing coDdition■ iA 
rural or isolated area• ucl iA iapo•erisbed area• in rural;ud urb&11 
en•iro1111euta, or· to their ■tatue. a■ iaaigr&Rta. Particular barrier• �l•o exist 

. for refugee, aigraut ·&Dd di•placed woacin, aa well aa for thoae wbo are affected 
· �r e11•ironaa11tal diaaatera, eeriou• &Ad illfectioua�4J.••••ea, addiction and 
! ... arioua foraa of Yi,ol�nce agaillat wo■ell • J . . · . 

A. The per■i1tent and_ i_nere11ing burden of poverty on women

49. Kore· than 1 billion people in the world today live under·unacceptal)le
condition• of poverty, moatly in the d4veloping countriea, the great auajority·of
whom are wcmen. Poverty 'ha• varioua·caueea, including structural. on•••· Poverty 
i• a complex multidi.men•ional_probl- with-origin• in bot�·th• national and 
international domain. [ft• 11Dc:ertaia 9lobal ec:oDOaic cliaate b&e beea 
accoap:aaied br ecoDOllic: re■t�uing, per•iatent exterual debt problaa• and 
•t�aral. �ju■taeat prG9raaaae,J [All. tn,e• of coDflict, di■placaa�nt of
people aa4 aa•iro1111e11tal d-,radatioa b&•• al■o fuJ'ther w:aderaiAed the capacU�y
of Go•enaaa11ta to .. et tla• baalc ••ad• of their populatiolla.J Th• global
'tran•formation• of the world eeonoay are profoundly changing the par�ter• ·of
•oeial �•veloPNqt in ail c:ouatri••• one eignificant trend �••'been the
increaaed poverty of vcaen, the extent of which �ari•• from region·to region.
The gender diapariti•• iA ec:onoaic power-sharing are aleo an important ..
contrµ,uting factor to tu poverty of wcmen. (Pull text 011 waaaployaent &Ad
undereiaplo� to' coae.J Migration and con■equent change• in family etructur••
have placed additional burden• on ,-omen, e■pecially tho•� who provide for
several depe�•• Kacroeconoai� polici•• need rethinki09 and reformulation to
add.re•• theM trenda. "TbeM polictee-focua almoet exqluaively on the formal
■actor. They alao teDII to !aped• the initiative• of women and fail to conaid•r
the differential iap&ct on WOiien apd -n. The application of gender analy•i• to
a wide range of t)Olici•• and. �ogr-...• i• therefore critic�l. to. poverty 
reduction atrategi••• [la order .to eradicate po•ertr &Ad a·clu.eYe ■ueutnebl• 

� de••lopae1&t,·wc-.e11 � -·-.u•t participate fully aAd equally ill.th• foraulation 
of aacroecollOllic aAd aoc:i•l polici•• ·aACI ■trategi•• for tll• eradicatioa of 
po••rtr.J The eradication.of poverty cannot be accompliebed through · 
anti-poverty programme• alone but wiil•require democratic participation and 
changea,in economic etructur•• in order �o en■ure ace••• :for all women to ¥ 
reeourcea, opportuniti•• and public :aer- ��••. Povt>rty i• a complex · 
multidimeneional probl8111 with orig�n•.in both the national and international 
domain•. Poverty ha• variou•·manifeata�ion■, inclu4ing lack of income and 
productive resources sufficient to enaur• a su•tainable �i�elihood1 hunger and 
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malnutrition; ill health; limited or lack of access to education and other basic
service•; i·ncreaaing morbidfty and mortality from illness; homelessness and 
inadequate houaing; unsafe environments; and social discrimination and 
excluaion. ;t i• alao characterized by lack of participation in decision-making 
and in civil, social and cultural life. It occurs in all countries - as mass 
poverty in many developing countries and as pockets of poverty amidst wealth in 
developed countries. Poverty may be caused by an economic recession that 
result• in a lose o� livelihood or by disaster or conflict. There is also the 
poverty of low-wage·worker• and the utter destitutiqn of people who fall outside 
family support eyetema, aocial inatitution•· and safety nets. 
. 

. . .  

50. ·. In the paat decade the number of -women living in poverty ha•· increased
diaproportion�t•ly to �h• number. of .men, particularly in the developing
_countrie�. Feminization of poverty haa ·a�•o recently become a aigniticant
problem in the countri•• with economi•• in tranaiti�n •• a short-term
_consequence of the proc••• of political; eco�omic and�ocial tranaformation. In
ad�iti�n to economic factora, the riqidity of socially aacribed .gender roles and
women•• iimited ace••• to power; education, training &nd productive resources
(a� well as -ergin9 cultural &A4 social factors that l•�d to insteilitr �nd
the deterioration.of faailies are also raepoueible). The failure to adequately 
m&instrea.m a gender perapective in all economic analysis and planning and to 
addr••• the etnactural cau••• ot pov•�y is �l•o a contributing �•�tor. 

51. Women 
remunerated 
worlcplace. 
poverty. 

contribute to the economy and to.cocnbating poverty· through both 
and �nremunera�ed work at home, in the coanunity · and in th• 
Th• empowerment �f_women i• a �ritical factor in the eradication of 

�2. While ·poverty affect• houaeho�d• a• � whole,.J)ecauee ot·th� gender 
Wbiviaion of labour and-. re■ponsibilitiea .�of houaehoid welfare, women bear a 

disproportionate burden, attempting to manage household consumption and 
\. · production under condition• of increa■ing ecarcity·. Poverty is parti�larly 

acute for women living in rural household•• . 

53. Women•• poverty i• directly rela�ed to the abaence �t economic
opportunitiea and autonomy, lack of ·ac·c;:e•• to economic .reaourcea, including -.::._ 
credit, land ownerahip and inhe�it�c•� .and education and ■uppo� ■ervicee, and
minim;al part_icipation in the d�c:iaion-makinq procesit. · Poverty can al•o· (ore• 
women•into aituat'ion• in which. they ar•'VlJlq�rabl• to Hxual.exploitatJ.on. 

·54. In too many countrie•, aocial veifare eyatema do not take 
account of the apecifie condition• of women living in poverty, and there ia.

-tendency to acal• back t� .. liervic•• provided by •ucb_. •y•t�. The riak of
f&llin9 into poverty 1• 9r9ater ·for wcaen than fo·r iDen, particularly in old age,
where '80C._ial •�rity ayat�: are baa� on the principle of c:ontinuou■ · 
r..uneratect·eaployment. In acme ca•••, wcmen do not fulfil thi• requirement
becau•• of 1:nterruptiona in their work, due to the unbalanced diatribution of
r..unerated and unreamerated work. "°reover, older women alao face greater
o�atac:l•• to 1�-marut re-entry.

55. In aany deTeloped countrie■, wher� the level of general education and
profeaaion&l trailling .of wc:Den and men are ■imilar an� where ■yatema of 
pi-otec:tion againat di•criainatioa are·. available, in some sector• th• economic:
tranaformationa o� the paat decade have atrongly increased either the 
unamployment of vcaen or:the precariqu• n&��r• of.their employment. The 
proportion of vcaen aaong_ the poor ha• coneequently increaaed. In countrie• 
,;,i�h a high level of a_chool enrolment of girl•; tho■• wh_o leave the edµcational 
ay•t- the earlieat, without any qualification, ue amon9 th• moat vulnerable in 
the labour market. 

56. · In countri•• with economi•• -in tranaition and in.other coun�rie■
undergoing fundamental. political, economic and soc:ial transformations, th•••
tran•formationa have often led to a reduction in women•• income or to �J\
being depriv� of income.
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(f)

(g) Develop policies and programmes to promote equitable distribution of

(h)

(1)

households; e

mechanisms;

skills

rIntroduce aeasurss to integrate or reintegrate wonen xxTxng “ ( * Ud^JiS’y narginalised wonen into productive enploynent and
SrSnSJc aainstrean and ensure ^11 access for internally

lo.hoada of household;

order to ensure
and 1-- -------
technical and human resources;

displaced wonen to 
of the < 

>

Develop agricultural and fishing sectors, where and as necessary, in 
D‘va‘°?0 eniure, a, appropriate; household and national food secur.r. 

food self-sufficiency, by allocating the necessary financial,

ill fIntroduce neasures for the enpowernent of, wonen nigrants and 
(1> SiJSauJ “iplaced wonen through th. easing of «tring.nt and 

reatrietl’. ^jr.tion.poUel.s, Mcojaltio; of

mi triable women to obtain affordaDie nousing *nu

female,heads of household;

(o) [In th. .vmit a

s.rvics and productiv. resources, as applic^bl.;]

• - tent policies and programmes that •nhanc.th.

financial, technical, extension and marketing li
and control of land, appropriate infrastructureandtechnologyin 
order to increase women’s incomes and promote household food security, 
ESiSly in ruraX -r... .nd, -har. ,«>.

in to obtain affordable housing and access to l*nd»

(1) Formulate and implement, when necessary, speciric economxu, 
' ' agricultural and related policies in support of female-headed 

households;

(k) Develop and implement anti-poverty programmes, including employment 
schemes, that improve the access to food for women lining in poverty, 
including through the use of appropriate pricing and distribution

o5 dementia iilgrinti «xd their full integration Uto th. 
labour force, and undertaking other measures necessary for the full 
realisation of the human rights of internally displaced persons);

reintegrate women living in

-

SiSc envi^nt7and preserve their livelihood, assets and 

revenues in times of crisis;

O.n«.t. aeonoolc poXlcl.. that_h«. . •

fl. the event a modification to paragraph 3« or an earlier section 
Indi*?**leg groups of special concern is approved, wh®1* 
M{11 be Develop special programmes that reflect the specif
neede of children, particularly girls, young women, older women and 
-r---with disabilities who are least able to^gain access to social

... B

•••

emolovment and income of women workers hoth—in the formal and informal 
Mctors^and adopt specific measures to address women’s unemployment, 

in particular their long-term unemployment;

— when necessary, specific economic, social.

food within the household;

VProvide adequate safety nets »nd strengthen State-based and 
fcommunity-based] support systems, as an integral part of social 
policy, tJ enable womS living in poverty to withstand Averse

(ol Formulate and implement policies and programmes tnai enneno- uw 
P access of women agricultural ‘nd fisheries^producers^(including

financial, technical,

th*

2unview
footing, at every stage of their lives;

23 r

<

appropriate, household and national food security



crategic objective A.4. conduct research in order to enable women to overcome 
poverty 

Actions to be taken 

69. By Governments, intergovernmental organizations, academic and.research
institutions and thp private sector:

. 70. 

(a) 

(b) 

< ,. : 
Develop conceptual and practical methodologia• for incorporating 
gender perapectjvea into all aapecta-of •�onomio policy-ma.king� 
including atructural adjuatment _planning and pro_9ra.mmes; 

Apply th••• methodologiea:in·conducting gender-impact analyae■ of all 
polici•• and programme•, including .atructural adjuatment p�ogrammea, 
and diaaem!nate'the reaearc;h .findinga. . . 

, 
\ -·

By national and int•r?ational atatiatical organiz'itionai 

(a) 

(b) 

coll•�t gender and age-dieaggr�at� data on poverty and all �•pecta 
of ec;onomic activity, an!1· develop qualitative_'�4 quantitative 
atatiatical indicator• to facilitate the assessment of economic 
performance from _a gender perapecti.ve1 

' . . 
Devi•• suitable ·atatietical means to recognize. and make visible the 
full extent of the work of wcmen and all their contribution• to the 
national economy, including their contribution i� th• unremunerated 
and domeatic sector•, and examin• the relationahip of women•• 
unramunerated work to the inc;:'idenc• of and their vulnerability to 
po"?•rty. 

. 
...... 

a. onesu•l acc••i to and ini�eguate educational opportuniti••

71. -Education i■ a baaic (lauaaa] J' right and an ••••ntial tool for Jchievi.ng the
goal■ of equality, development and pe�c•. Kon-diacrimin�tory �ucation benefit•
both girl■ and boy■, ·and thus u�tim&t.ly contributeato more equal relationship•
·bet�n wcmen· and men. .Equality· of ace'.••• and attainment of ed�cational.
qualifications 1■ nece■aa.ry if more wc;imen·"• to become a�•nt■ of change.
Liter·acy of wcmen 1• an important key to -1.ilp,;ov• health, nutrition· and education
in the family, and �o empower vcmen to participate in deci■ion�ing in
aociety. Investing in foraal and-non-f�rmal ed�cation.and training for girl•
and wcmen, with it■ exceptionally high ■ocial and •c;<?noaaic return, ha■ proved to
be on• of th• beat mean■ of.achievin9 ■u■tainable developne1,1t-and economic
gr�b that 1• both au•tained and �u•tainable.

I • • • 

72. 0ft a regional level, 9irl■ and boy■ have achieved equal ac��•• to prim&.ry
education, except in ■oee part■ of Africa, in.particular sub-Saharan Africa, and
Central A■ia, wber• ace••• to education facilities i■ •till inadequate.
Progr••• ha■-beeil aad• in ■econda.ry education, where equal acce■■.of 9irl• and
boy• ha• been achieved in 8Clle countri••• Snrolment of girl• and women in
tertiary education ha• increae.S considerably. In many countrie■, private
•chool■ have &190 played an illpo�.-it ·.c;omplementa.ry. ral• i� improving ace••• to
education at all level■• Yet, more than -fiv• year• aD:.er·th• world conference
on Sducation_for All ·(J�i�,·Thailand, 1990) adopted the World·Declaration on 
Bducation for All and the Framework for·Action to Meet Ba■ic Learnin9 Meed■, 
approxia&tely 100 llilllon children� including•� lea■t 60 llillio11·9irl■, ·ar• 

.v.ithout ·ace••• to primary ■cboolin9, and more than tvo third• of the world'•· 
960 ailllon illiterate a4ult• are wcmen. -Th• high rate of illiteracy prevailing 
in· moat developing countrie■, ·1.il particular in •�Saharan Africa and acme Arab 
State■, ramain■ a. ■ever• J,.mpediment �o-ttie advancement of women, and to·· 
development. <, 

· · · 

73. Discrimination.in.girl•' ac�••• to education persist■ in many .areaa, owing
to cuatocnary attitude•� (earlJ aarria9es) and pregnancies, inadequate and•
ge�d•r-biaaed teaching and educational materials (, aezual-·har••••ent)', and lack



-it:.���- ··---...,._• 
•• f ... 

. . �;' .. ·.; ·.. . 
. ' � -� ·: . ... . .

· .. I . -, .... ,•.·� ... •
. 
'. ( .. •.. : ... ·t � ::.; 

...... 

'.• 
• • l 1 

.. . 
. :.-- ';_ ?• ,":-!:.•,;1-.., ,l •' ,

L""' 

for reasons .including inflexible working :conditions and. inadequate aha�ing by
men and by society of family responsibilities. · · 

• 
•j • 

' .. 

. . 
161. (In countries that are undergoing fu.nduae"-tal political,. 
so�ial trusfonaation, the skill• of w�aen have constituted a 
to th• econoaic life of their countries, but th9•• skilis are 

economic and 
aajor c9ntribution
not �•11 utilized .,.,... . 

in the eaerging new •�onoaies.] 
n 

162. Lack of employment in the private·sector and reducti9ns in public services
and public serv!:ce jobs have affected wo11,1en dispropor'tiqnately. In some 
countries, women take ·on more unpaid work (by_ r,eplacin-g public •·•�ice_•], such 
as._the care of children an� those who a�e ill or elderly an.d in .compensating for
lost houaehold ·inco!lle) [pa�icularly when' public ••�ice•. are ·not _-available J • . In

·many c�es,· t-ployaent cre_atio1 f strategl._ee, ·however( have. 1;ended to focua on 
t,;adition•.l- aale occupation• and Hc·tor•h 

' .•. . 
. . .· . . . ·

-· . ' 

163. (For tho•• woaen in paid·work, unt exp•rience obstacle• that preve.nt the■
froa achie•ing their' potential. While. so•• ar, increaainglj· found in.lower 
l•••l• of aan•g-eot, ·attitudiDal:: disc·r.iainatioo often prevent• th- being 
proaoted further. The experielic,e of sexual har•••••nt i.- both an affront to a 
worker•• dignity and prevent• wo�•n froa making a contr�ution co-ensurate with
their abilitie•·• Th• lack of a faaily--fri"endly work envi'roq.aeut, including lack
of appropriate and .. afforclable child •care, and inflexible working hours further 
preYeot wo��D froa achievi�g their ·full potential.) 

. . . 
_164. In tl)e private sector (including in transnational and national 

· enterpri•••J, women ar� largely absent _ from management and' policy level■,.
denoting di■criminatory.biring 4nd promotion policie• and practice■• The 
unfavourable .work·enviro�nt a• well a• the limited number of .employment 
opporturtiti•• available have led �y women to seek alternative•� Women have
incr•�•ingly·be�ome aelf-employe� and owner• and managers of micro, amall and
mediwn-■cale enterpri■e■• The �xpan■ion of_the informal sector, in many . 
countries, and. of ■elf-organized and independent enterpri•• i• in large·pa.rt due
to women, who•• (collaborathe.,. �elf•h•�P and tra4it.iooal practice• and) 
initiat·ive• in production and trade represent a vi,tal · econ9(Dic resource. Wtien 
they. gain acce•• to �d control '·ovez:: ,i:;'apital, credit and other resource■, 
technology an� training, wome� can increase production, marketing and income for
sustainable development. · · 

165. Taking into account the fact t1'at·contlnuing inequalities and noticeable
progre•• coexiat, rethinking employment policie• ia necessary in order to 
int99rate the gender per•pe�tiv• ·and· to draw attent_ion to .'a wider· range of 
opportunitie■-· •• well ••·.to add.re•• any negative gender implication• pf cur;ent
pattern• of wqrJc and _employment· •. · ·To realize fully .�a�ity betwe•� women &.r.1d 
men in their contr.ibution �o �h• economies, active effort■ are -required for 
recognizing equ'«l appreci�tic;,n and -influence in-,s�ciety of -the work, experience, 
knowledge and valyes of both w�n _ and· men. · · 

166. In addres•ing · the economic potent·iai and in�ependence of women, Governments
and other actora.should promote an active and visible �licy of. mainstreaming a 
gender perapeetiv• into all policies and· programme• ao.th�t, before. decision• 
are taken, an analysis i•. made of th• effects for·.women And men respectively. 

(P'.'4'.::-:•: :::�•!t ael�•I•!ianc•
£ tnc

;
ud

;T ::
c••• to

_ IIJLo__!_.J;_ p ___ r! , wo .. k _n_ cood_\_09 • _e __ trol 
2••1' ecogoaic reaou,rc;•• - land. capital ·and t•chnoloqyJ 

• • 
• • . • I •  • . • 

, 

Strategic objective r .. 1 .
. 

(Proaote 110■•9•• Hlf-reliance ipcludip.q ··ace••· to 
•�ployaeo\1 appropriate workigq· �ondition• and control 
ov111!"' .econo■ic -resources, land; capital, credit, 
technology and guarantee economic opportunities for
women).· [Secure_ economic right• for women). 

'· , 

: . 
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Actions to be taken 

167. Sy Governments:

(a) Enact and enforce legislation to guarantee the rights of wom�n and men
to equal pay for equal·work or work of equal. value;

( b) 

(C) 

(d) 

(e) 

( f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

Adopt anq �pi�ment laws against discrimination based on sex (, age,
race and�re�igion) in the labour market� in hiring and promotion, the
ext;ension of employment benefits and social security, and working
conditions;

E1.iminate discriminatory practices· by. employers. and take appropriate
meaauree in conaideration of woman• a raproducti ve role -and func·tions,
auch aa the_denia� of employment·and diamiasal due to pregnancy or 
breaat-feeding, or requiring proof of c�ntq�eptive use, a�d take
effective measure• to enaure that pregnant women, women on �aternity
leave or re-ertter.ing the labour market after childbea.ring are not
diacriminated again�t;

Devise mechanism• and apply poaitive action that enable women to gain
accesa to full �nd equ�l participatioh in the formulation of policies
and definition of atructuree through such bodies as miniatries of
finance and trade, national economic commissions, economic research
institute• and other key agencies, as well .as through their
participation in appropriate international bodiea;

(Undertake legislative and adainiatrative reforaa to give woaen equal
right• [equitable right•) with aen to ecgn�aic resource•, including
ace••• to 0W11erahip and control over land", and other propertiea,
credit, inh�ritance, natural resources and appropriate technology;]

Conduct review• of national income.and inheritance tax and social
aecurity ayatem• to eliminate any existing biaa againat women,

(Seek to) Develop a more comprehanaive knowledge of work and
esaployment t;hrough, inter alia. effort• to measure and better
underatand the type, extant, and diatribution of unremunerated work,
particularly_ work in caring for ��pendent• and unremunerated work done
for family farm• or buaineaaea, afid encourage· the sharing and
diaaeminatµig of information on ·atudiea and experience in thia field,
including on the development of method• for aaseaaing it■ value in
quantitative terma, for poaaible reflection in account■ that may be
produced aeparately frCCD, but conaiatent with, core national account•;

. . .. . 

(P.rovide c!evelopiAg: cowatriea with technical aaaiatance and funding to
coll� the dat& Oil unwaged work and to iAcorporate thea iAto their
national accowata and other econoaic atatiatics;J

Review and amend law■ governing the operation of finanqial
inatitut�ona to enaure that they provide aervicea to women and man on
an equal b�•i•1

(�ake efforts to facilita,te ■ore open_ and transparent budget
proc•••e•J1

(k) Ravi•• and implement·national policiea that aupport the traditional
aavinga, credit and lending mechanisms for women,

seek �o enaure th�t national policies related to international and
regional trade·agreementa do not adveraely impact women•• new and
traditional economic activities;

,. 

--
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extension services, marketing and credit facilities at the local and 
community levels; 

( f) Est.ablish appropriate mechanisms and encourage inter sectoral
institutions tha� enable women's cooperatives to optimize access to 
necessary se�vices;

( g) 

(h) 

(i) 

( j) 

( k) 

(1) 

Increase\the proportion of �omen extension workers and other
government personnel who provide technical assistance or administer
economic programmes;

Review, reformulate if necessary and implement' policies, 'including
business, commercial and contract law and governme�t regulations, to 
ensure that·they do not discriminate against micro, small and medium-
scale enterprises owned by women in rural and urban areaJ;

�-

Analyse, advise on, coordinate and implement policies that integrate
the needs and interests of employed, self-employed and entrepreneurial
wocnen into atectoral and inter-minlsterial policies, programmes and
budgets;

Ensure equal ac�esa-for women to effective job training, retraining,
counselling and placement services that are not �imited to traditional
employment· ueas;

Remove policy and regulatory obstacles faced by women in social and
development programmes that discourage private and individual
initiative;

-� .

Safeguard and promote respect·tor basic worker■' rights including the
prohibition of forced labour and child· labour, freedom of association
and the right to organize and bargain collectively, equal remuneration
for men a.nd women for work of equal value, and non-discrimination in 
employmen� and fully i?tplement the ·conventions of 'the International
Labour Organiza�ion in the c.�•• of States party to those conventions
and taking' .into account· the /j>rinciples embodied in those · conventions
in the case of those countries that are not State■ party to thus
achieve truly auatained econom.ic-growth and sustainable development.

169. By Government■, central bank■ and national development bank■, and private
banking inatit�tiona, •� appropriatez

(a) Increase p&rticipation of wocnen, including women entrepre�eur■, in
advisory board■ and

_-·other forums to· •�able women entrepreneur■ frOCD
all aector■ and their organizations to contribute to the ·formulation

_and review of policies and programme■ being developed by econOCDic
mini■trie■ and banking institution■;

(�) Mobilize the banking sector to increase lending and refinancing 
through incentives and the development of intermediaries that serve 
the need■ of women entrepre�eura and producers in both rural and urban 
area■, and include women in their leadership, planning and daciaion-
making7 

. . 

(c} Structure service■ to reach rural and urban women involved in small, -�
micro and medium-aeala enterpriaes, with special attention to young, 
low-i.ricOCDe, ethnic and racial minority, and indigenous women who lack 
ace••• tQ ·capital and ••■eta, expand wocnen'■ access to financial 
market■ by identifying and -encouraging· financial supervisory and 
regulatory refocns that aupport financial inatitu�ions• direct and 
indirect effort-. -co better meet the credit and other financial needs 
of the micro, small and medium-scale enterprises of women; 
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Strategic objective F.3. Provide business services and access to markets, 
information and technology to low-income women 

Actions to be taken 
.-

175. By Governments (ill.cooperation with non-governmental organization• and the
private sector): JI 

.. 

(a) Provide public: infrastructure to [eaaure-J facilitate equal market
access for wo�en and men ·entrepreneurs�

(b) Develop progr�ee that.provide training and retraining, particularly
in new technologies and-atto�dable aervices to w�men in buainesa
management, product development,· financi�g, production and quality
control, marketing and the .legal aspec:;a of_.j;)usinese;

(c:) Provide outreach programme• to i�torm low-inc:oma. and poor women, 
particularly in rural and remote areaa, 9f oppqrtunitiea for market 
and technology·ac:c:e■■, and provide aaaiatanc:e in taking advantage of 
■uc:h opportunitiea, · · · 

(d) create non-discriminatory [in•••ta•nt fu.nda) [aupport aerYicea] for
women• a buaineseea and targe.� women, _particularly lo1i1-inc:ome women, in
trade promotion programme•, · 

(e) Diaaeminate in-formation about suc:c:ea•ful women entrepreneura.in both
traditional and non-traditional economic: activities and the ak.illa
neceaaary tor auc:h aucc:eaa1 tac:i.li.tate n"1;.working and the ·exc:hangt:t of
information,.-. . . · ... · · 

( f) Ta.ke meaaurea to enaure equal ace:••• of· women to ongoing training in
the workplace, including unemployed_ women, ■ingle parenta, women re­
entering the labour market after an �xtended temporary exit t�om
.employment owing to family re■ponaibil1ti•• and other c:auaea, women
diaplac:ed by new form• of pr9,tluc:tion or.by retrenchment, and ·1ncreaae
incentive■ to enterprieea td'expand the number of vocational and
training centre• that provide trf,ining for women in non-traditional

.. are.aa1 · : ...
'

(g) Provide affordable auppo,rt aervicea, auc:h a■ quality, flexible and
affordable child-care aervicea, that take into account the need■ of
w<?rking men and women·.

. . 

176. By local, national, regional and international buaine■a organi_zation■ and
non-governmental' 'organization.a concerned with women' • iaauea a

�dvocate, at a11· levela, for the promotion and aupport of women•• 
buaineaaea and enterpriaea, including tho•• in the informal aector, and the 
equal acc:•••·of women to productive.reaourcea. 

Strategic Qbjective r.4. 

Actions to be taken 

177. By •Governmentaz

strengthen women'• eeo�omlc ca"ae·ity and commercial 
·network•

--

(a} Adopt policie■ that aupport buaine■a organization■, non-governmeptal .-
organization■, cooperative■, revolving loan fund•,. credit union■, 
graa.-roota organization•, WOCD&n'■ aelf-help group• and other group• 
in order to provide · aervicea to women. entrepreneur• in rural and urpan 
areaa; 



( h) 

( i) 

. ( j ) 

Support credit networks and innovative ventures, including tr�dition-al 
�avin.gs schemes; 

Provide networking arrangem�nts for entrepreneurial women, i�cluding 
opportunities for the mentoring of inexperienced women by the more 
experienced;. 

' 

Encou�ag,:community organizations and public authorities to establish 
loan· pools for women entrep·reneurs, drawing on successful sma

.
11-scale 

cooperative models. 

179: By (encouraging) · (transnational'and national corporations) (by th� private 
sector): 

(a) 

(-b) 

(c) 

Adopt policies and establish· mechanisms to grant contr�ct• on.a 
non-discriminatory· basis; . .:- · · 

Recruit womeh for leadership, decisi.on-mak_ing and management;, .and 
provide training programme■, all on an equal basis with men; 

Observe national, labour ·environment, consumer, health and safety laws, 
particularly those tha� affect women. 

Strategic objective· r.s. Eliminate occupational segregation and all forrne of 
employment discrimination 

Actions to be taken

180. By Governments, ·employers, employees, trade unions and women Is
organizations, 

. . . 
(a) (Iapleaent an� enforce lava, regulations and codes of conduct.that

extend international labour standards and worlc•r• • right• to f ... l• · 
worker• in •xp•� proceasin� 1aon•.•J 1

; ,· 

(C) 

(d) 

<•> 

( f) 

(SD&ct and enforce law■ and.introduce iapl-�nting ••••urea, including
.. an■ of redr••• and . a�c�•• to justice in ca•• of �on-coapliance, to 
prohibit direct -and indirect discriaination on grounds of sex, sexual
orientation and parental status in relation to ace••• to eaployaent, 
coa.clitiona.of eaplopent, including training, proaotion, health and 
aafetr,·•• well a■·teraination of eaployaent �d social security of 
worker■, including legal protection against sexual,and racial
haz:auaent); 

. , , . : 

Enact and enforce law• and develop workplace,policie• �gain■t [age
and) gender discrimination in the labour iurket, in hiring and 
proaotion, and in the extension of .. employment benefit• and aocial 
security,•• well ·•• regarding di■cri.mina�ory working condition• and
aexual harassment; mechanism• should- be developed for the regular 
r•v�ew .an� monitoring �f such laws; 

Eliminate discriminatory practice• by employ�r• on the basis of women
reproductive role• and.function■, including refusal of employment and
diemi•••l of women due to pregnancy and breast-feeding
re•�n•ibi��ti�•; 

(Develop and proaote eaplopent·progr--•• and ••rv�c•• for woaen
•�taring and/or re-entering the labour JU,rket, ••p•ci�lly ·poor urban,
rural and young vo .. n and tho•• affected bJ structural adju■taent 
prograaae�;·including •�lf--plopent); 

Implement and, monitor positive, public a·nd private-�ector employment 
equity and poeitiva action programmee·to address systemic . 
diecrimination against. wocnen in the labour force, in particular women 
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group” is busy discussing how to get the state government to agree to guarantee that they

I

‘If asked what they do, women often reply “nothing” because work is valued only on the 

basis of cash ” (Prativa Subedi, WACN, Nepal)

“Do you want to be the owner or just the workers?” is the question Poonsap poses to 

women who become interested in learning natural dying techniques. It is this sense of 

ownership and accompanying responsibility that informs the project and creates 
opportunity for women’s leadership training. As women practice and learn the many 

technical skills in involved in producing, testing, and using natural dyes, they leam to rely 
on themselves-and on their own observation and judgments. By taking responsibility for 
the marketing of the products, they transcend the traditional limits of village women in the 

northeast.” (Poonsap Suanmuang, Thailand)

Women’s Economic Empowerment

A lively argument is in progress in a small wood and the building in this village in the heart 

of the tribal belt of the western Indian western of Gujarat. The “women’s awakening

FROM:

RE:

DATE:

I know' that for speaking with the press, some people are interested in having some 

real life examples of why we should be involved with the 4WCW. Marjorie has certainly 

been hearing many from across the country, but I thought I’d share some from the rest of 

the world which may be useful

are paid the declared minimum wages for their efforts in collecting and selling leaves used 

to roll local cigarettes, called “beedis.” “About eight years back, when we called our first 

meeting of women forest produce gatherers, most of the women did not understand the 

meaning of the word ‘meeting.’ But we have come a long way since then,” says one of 
the women present Today, not only are visitors witness to lively meetings like the one in 

progress among the indigenous women of the area, they also see protest marches and 
demonstrations by the women to demand their rights. Most people in the area are poor 

and the women are forced to gather forest produce, mainly the leaves of the “tendu” tree 

for cigarettes, to supplanent their husbands’ agricultural incomes. Eight years ago, the 

women got around a quarter of a cent for plucking 5,000 leaves, a job that could take up 

to eight hours. The earnings were less than half of the officially declared minimum wage 

at that time Then, a voluntary organization called “Disha” helped the women come 

together and organize themselves in “mahila jagriti mandate,” or “women’s awakening 

groups,” throughout the district. There has been no looking back since then. (Inter Press 

Service, India: Women Forest Gatherers Demand Their Rights, ATARSUBA, 

India, June 23,1995)

Tim Wirth

Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky

Theresa Loar
Phyllis Oakley

Ellen Marshall
Anecdotes in support of “Why Beijing?

July 19, 1995
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Education

Women on Women

(b)(6)

“...nonliterate, poor Indian village women can succeed eloquently in explaining the finer 
aspects of fertility to middle-class town women.” (Mira Sadgopal, FAE, India)

“The biggest barriers to organizing women are their feeling of isolation from each other 
and mutual suspicion. The dominant ethos is self-preservation and fear of disclosure. 
Women experience great shame about their problems; the fact that their husband has a 
girlfriend in Johannesburg, their teenage daughter is pregnant, or that they cannot afford 

to pay school fees.” (Lyndia Kompe, The Rural Women’s Movement, South Africa) 

In the rural societies of northern Ghana, girls are expected to many early and take care of 

their husbands. When household budgets are tight, the choice is even clearer: parents 
prefer to send to boys to school The problem, however, is far from restricted to the 
north. In the capital, Accra, Opanyin Kofi Bronya, a well-known trader, maintains 
educating girls sows the seeds of marital disaster. ‘Why should I spend hard-eamed 

money on a daughter who will end up in somebody’s else kitchen.” he adds. (Inter Press 

Service, Ghana-Education: Out of the Kitchen and Into School June 22, 1995) 

“Recently several women health workers were brutally killed on the outskirts of Calcutta. 
No one did anything. Maitreyee, however, fought to keep a spotlight on it She 
investigated. She testified. She worked to organize press coverage. She persisted and 
ultimately brought home the realization that women’s lives are important.” 

(Maitreyee Chatterjee, India) 

“One has to know the attitude of men in this part of Nigeria. Women are like chattel 
when they are new they are cherished, but the moment they start to wear out, they are 
discarded to be replaced by newer ones.” “I want all women to know that they can do 
anything they want and that they do not need to depend on men to run their lives. 
Education does this for a woman. It makes her able to be independent,” she says. “My 
brothers used to try to run my life, but they know that no one can marry me off now. I 
work hard to support myself and care for myself” (Hajia Rabi Wali, Nigeria)

International Anecdotes
July 19, 1995 - Page 2
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Adolescent Pregnancy

Reproductive Health and Rights

“Sexual activity among teenagers in Nigeria is high. As a result, many teenagers who 

become pregnant while still attending school resort to terminating their pregnancies, often 

at great risk, since abortion is illegal In the southern part of the country, where doctors 

routinely describe illegally induced abortion as the “schoolgirls problem” 

(Nike Esiet, AHI, Nigeria)

“Sexual health-reproductive health: both are beyond women here whether they be 
commercial sex hookers or ordinary housewives. With the double sexual standard and the 

skewed power relations between abandon women are highly vulnerable to infection 

whether it be as a CSW sold by her family into the sex industry or the partner of a 

promiscuous man.” (Tyler Crone, Chiang Mai, Thailand — 1994 PRM/Pop Intern)

International Anecdotes
July 19, 1995 ~ Page 3 

“We have changed from women managers of family planning programs to advocates for 

women in our countries.” (Litha Musyimi Ogana, Kenya - CEDPA)

‘Women’s health, childbirth, and pregnancy are subjects that concern us all Those most 

affected are women, who must become aware of the importance of being in good health. 

They need to know how to stay in good health and to prevent illnesses that could be 
■ avoided with some care and attention. Men, who are our life partners, our husbands, our 

children, and our fathers, have the responsibility to watch over the health of their mothers, 

wives, daughters, and sisters. Our teenagers have the right to know about the dangers of 

early sexual relations, which are not only forbidden by Islam when they are outside of 

marriage, but which are also harmfill to the health of young girls. Wives must become 

aware of the need for family planning. Gone are the days when each child was bom with 

an equal chance at good fortune. We need to inform people, and then inform them some 

more ” (Fawzia Talout, Farah, Morocco)

“In Lebanon women could be killed by their immediate male relatives if they are suspected 

of having extramarital sexual relations. The victim of one such “honour killing” was 
suspected of having lost their virginity out of wedlock “The law does not hold such a 

man to be a criminal,” said Nadda Khalifa of Lebanon. “And if the forensic examiner 

proved that the woman was a virgin, then the man gets a reduced sentence under the 
pretext that this was not a crime but an act of defense of the family honour,” she added. 

(Nadda Khalifa of Lebanon, Taking the Bias Out; June 8, 1995)

“Before, my friend told me that the best way to prevent pregnancy was to take 24 aspirin 

tablet, yet I saw them get pregnant and drop out of school I now know a lot about my 

reproductive system. I know how to interact with boys and still assertively say No to sex. 

But there is a high rate of teen pregnancy, abortion, sexual infections, and even 
HTV/AIDS. Girls drop out of school and lose their chance for an education. We can 

change this by educating adolescents about sexuafity.” (Olubunmi Adeleye, age 16, 

Nigeria)
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HIV/AIDS

Female Genital Mutilation
I

Quotable Quotes

c/ellen/fwcw/an ecdot2.doc

“Women have been uplifted. One more battle has been won. We leave this country with 
great satisfaction that we were party to this transformation. We feel more empowered 
now that when we came and this is something good to take home, it is worth sustaining.” 

(Dr. Florence Manguyu, Closing Statement to ICPD)

“If we had paid more attention to empowering women 30 years ago, we might not have to 

battle so hard for sustainable development today.” (Dr. Nafis Sadik, Secretary General 

of ICPD)

Jntemational Anecdotes
July 19, 1995-Page 4

“The wailing had stopped. The grave had been covered. The last fresh grave was that of 
her young two-year-old son who had died two months before, and the one before that was 
her husband. 'Ifrere were three others in the compound. She too had joined the other 
members of her family in death, leaving behind five orphans. Who will be next? Her 80- 
year-old mother-in-law is left alone to answer this question as well as take care of her five 
grandchildren. Just like her deceased children and husband, Jane had succumbed to AIDS. 
Another vinrim who contracted the disease from her husband who worked in the city while 

Jane lived in their rural home with the children. An innocent death.”- (Eunice Mathy, 

“Parents”, Kenya)

“The operation was very painful The midwife cut me up without a shred of mercy. I lay 
down ‘tied’ for two weeks, which was very hurting. At the age of 12, my grandmother 
examined me and heartlessly declared that I was not ‘closed’ enough, and the procedure 
was done again. I contracted an infection from the wound inflicted by the traditional 
midwife circumcision. Doctors have told me I will never conceive because of the damage 
done. This cruel and inhuman operation has ruined my chances of marriage and 

motherhood.”
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July ZE 1995

Dear Congressman Smith,

areThirdly, an effort to stop US participation will tell the Chinese gouernment that you 
more concerned about economic self-interest than about human rights and that you

I am writing on behalf of the Center of Concern, a Catholic social justice center 
located in Uashington, DC. Ue haue been working to promote global justice accor­
ding to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching for nearly Z5 years. Ue haue 
worked closely with the US Catholic Conference of Bishops and with the Uatican 
during that time, as well as with a broad spectrum of ecumenical and interreligious 
groups worldwide.

Honorable Christopher Smith
Chairman
House Subcommittee on International Operations and Human Rights
Z401A Rayburn House Office Building
Uashington, DC Z0015

First of all, this conference is about women and the needs and human rights of 
women around the world. If the Repubiican-led Congress tries to stop the US from 
participating at the same time as it chose not to revoke Most-Fauored-Nation trading 
status for China, it will say clearly to the world's women that their rights and 

well-being
mean far less to Congress than economic rewards.

I am writing to express for the Congressional Record our strongest possible urging 
that your Subcommittee NOT try to keep the US from participating in the UN Fourth 
Uorld Conference on Uomen in Beijing next month. Ue are conuineed that it would 
send the wrong message to the world's women, to US women and to the Chinese 
gouernment.

Secondly, that is surely not the message that Congress should giue US women as we 
approach the 1996 election season. The Fourth UN Uorld Conference on Uomen is 
an opportunity for the US gouernment to promote issues US voters care about in an 
important international forum: issues such as economic freedom and opportunity, 
freedom of religious expression, equal opportunity for women, freedom from discrimin­
ation, sexual harassment and domestic violence. The US should be present in Beijing 
working hard to achieve these powerful values for the women of the world.



r of Concern Fri Jul 21 1995 5:55 pm Page 2 of 2

You will certainly be saying to the US electorate: this is politics as usual — being 
f ht

on the backs of the women of the world.

Sincerely,

Representatiue Lantoscc.

care less about women's issues, concerns and human rights than you do about trying 
to embarrass China — and the Clinton Administration.

I appeal to you, your subcommittee and the US Congress on moral and political 
grounds: Support full and energetic US participation at the Conference on Uomen in 
Beijing.

James E. Hug, S.J. 
Executiue Director



4 United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women

We have also learned that the Pope was "delighted” by the 
First Lady's speech and that Vatican officials were particularly 
grateful for her words in support of the family.

- The portrayal of motherhood in the media
- The centrality of the family (the U.S. has advanced the 
language of the family being "basic unit of society")
- The critical role played by religion in the lives of women and 
men
- The use of the term "gender" in the Conference documents
- The importance of upholding language previously agreed to at 
the Vienna Human Rights Conference, the International Conference 
on Population and Development in Cairo, and the Copenhagen World 
Summit on Social Development.

In the statements he issued prior to the Conference, the 
Pope prayed for the success of the Conference and, as part of the 
Vatican's concrete commitments, announced that he was "calling on 
all Catholic caring and educational institutions throughout the 
world to adopt a concerted and priority strategy directed to 
girls and young women, especially to the poorest." The Vatican 
stressed its social teachings and social justice goals in 
advancing the Conference.

There has been close cooperation and understanding between 
the U.S. and the Holy See on issues relating to the U.N. Fourth 
World Conference on Women. Both delegations support the goal of 
improving the lives of women throughout the world. We have 
worked together to resolve such contentious issues as:

27L

Prior to the Conference, constructive meetings were held 
between the White House and the Bishop's Conference, between 
Ambassador Albright and Cardinal O'Connor, and between various 
Administration officials and representatives of the Holy See. 
Both sides worked hard to minimize differences. In Beijing, Mrs. 
Clinton and key members of the U.S. delegation met with members 
of the Vatican delegation. It was an excellent meeting, 
underscoring the issues we hold in common. They were very 
laudatory of the First Lady's address.
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FROM MARYKHOLL SISTERS QC 07.97. I 995 13: 53 P. 1

ATENEO DE MAN.ELA UNIVERSITY

OFFICE ‘ )F THE ACADEMIC VICE PHESIDEW

P. O. Box IM. Modta

July 6, 199J

X

Dear Sister Helen,

5C^ — Sincerely ysurs.

\1

♦**END**«

for Action for your reference, 
invitation.

'I'

-4 ■

7 7? 7

At< /Xt/“

?/4

, 199 i, from 2:00 - 
Attached are i press reless 

and other clippings along with the Beijing Dra:t Platform
Ve hope you cai accept our

SR. HELEN GRAHAM, MM
Institute of Formation and
Religious Studies
28 Acacia Street
Cubao, Quezon City

>i

ii 
>

I am writing to asfc for your assistance iu responding 
to some of the concerns of the Vatican with re.jard to the 
Fourth World Conference on Women which will be held in 
Beijing this September. As the current Chair for the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women which is the Preparatory 
Body for said conference, I would certainly appreciate the 
inputs you might share in addressing the concerns of women 
vis-a-vis the stand of the Catholic Church-

PATRICIA B. bICUANAN,Ph.D 
Academic vi:e President

CaUlyf

In this regard, may I invite you along wi :h other 
resource persons to a meeting at the Ateneo de Manila 
University Board Room on Tuesday, July 11, I . 
4:00 PM to discuss the matter? 1 — 
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LDKERiA EETTRICE VATICAN^

VATICAH CHY

LETTER

OF POPE JOHN PAUL H 
-TOWOMEN

1 greet you ail nuxt cordially, 

vx>raen tl)roii^)bul ihe waiidl

AM WRITING THIS letter to each one 
o: you as a sign of solidarity End grati­

tude on tie eve of the Fourth World Conference 

on Women, :o be held in Beijing this coming Sep-Misfi
teirjbor.

Before all else, I wish to express rr.y deep ap­

preciation to the United Nations Organbadon for 
having sponsored this very significant event. The 
Church desires for her part to contribute to up­
holding the dignity, role and rights of women, not 
only by d-.e specific work of the Holy See's official 
Delegation to the Conference in Beijing, but also 

by speaking directly to the heart and mind of 
every woman. Recently, when Mrs Gertrude Mon- 

gella, the Secretary General of the Conference, 
visited me in connection with the Peking meeting, 

I gave her a written Message which stated some 

basic points o: the Church's teaching with tegard 

to women’s issues. That message, apart from the 

specific circumstances of its origin, was concerned 

with a broader vision of the situation and 

problems of women in general, in an attempt to 

promote the cause of women it the Church and in 

today's world. For tlds reeson, I arranged to have



Taking up the themes I addressed in chat d'

the prospects of what it means to be a

” ahd tberrb’f all foaetyj you bring die richness of

i

I

I

2.

sheltered human beings within yourselves in

I

3. t

5

.. - .

/
X.

I know of course that simply saying thank 
you is not enough. Unfortunately, we are heirs to

u-uiuguc iCSUIy neeas io Degin .with a 
word of thanks. As I wrote in my Apostolic Letter 

Dignitatem, the Chutch “desires to give 
------------Jianks-io. the..Most JJoly- Trinity for the-'mystcry— ?-----

I

ocably join your future to that of your husbands, 
in a relationship of' mutudjiving, at the service of
love and life.

Thank you, icomen whe are daughters and 

women who are sisters! Into the heart of the family,

seen in the light of the word of Gcd.
This “dialogue” really needs to begin with

Vadieris Dignitatem, the Church “desires

dignity, for the great works of God’, wliich 
I*
plished in and through her’’ (No. 31).

\

i

I
I

----- Thank you, who ere unv&! You iirev-
.............F f?r>varded to every Conference , of ..Bighopsr so ■ 

that it could be circulated as ■widely, as possible. 
Taking up the themes I addressed in chat doc­

ument, I would now like to speak directly to every 

woman, to reflect with her on the problems and 
the prospects of wbat it means to be a woman in

-....-.....our ^tee_In-pirticular -I- yrish-icrconsider;the CJ1 ‘ 7“
sehtia! issue of the dignity and rights of women, as

This word' of thanks to the Lord for his 
mysterious plan regarding the vocation and 
mission of women in the world is at the same time 

a concrete and direct word of thanks to women, 
to every woman, for all that they represent in the 
life of humanity.

Thank you, women who are mothers! You have 
sheltered human beings within yourselves in a 

unique experience of joy and travail. This ex­

perience makes you become God’s own smile 
upon the newborn child, the one who guides your 
child’s fim steps, who helps it to grow, and who is 
the anchor as the child makes its way along the 

journey of life.

4

your sensitivity, your intuitiveness, your generosity 
and fidelity,

Thank you, women who work! You are present 
and active Ln every area of life—social, economic, 
cultural, artistic and political. • In this way you 
(nakean'iSattpensaSe contribution to the growth 
of a culture which unites reason and feeling, to a 
model of life ever open to the sense of "mystery”, 
to the establishment of economic and political 
structures ever more worthy of humanity.

Thank you, consecrated, vjomen! Following the 
example of the greatest of women, the Mother of 
Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Wotd, you open your- 
selves with obedience and fidelity to the gift of 
God’s love. You help the Church and all marJkinc 

to experience a "spousal” relationship to God. 
one which magnificently expresses the fellowship 
which God wishes to establish with his creatures.

Thank you, every woman, for the simple fact of 
being a woman! Through the insight which is so 
much a part of your womanhood yoii enrich the 
world's understanding and help to make human 
relations more honest and authentic

to give

of woman' and for every woman—for ail that 

constitutes the eternal measure of her feminine 
dignity, for the great works of God’, wliich 
throughout human history have been accotri-



------ a histor/ which has cvnditioned iw to a remarkable

i

t

the Gospel contains an ever relevant messagc

Yes, it is time to examine ike past with courage,

to assign responsibility where it is due in a review

6

7

------ways-ef- thinking - and- -acting? ' Arret "If" objective----------  
blame, especially in particular historical contexts,

Womens dignity has often been unacknowledged ‘ 

and their prerogatives misrepresented; they have 
often been relegated to the margins of society and 

even -reduced- toseryitede: This '^s - pfcvented"_i TT

w'hich goes back to the attitude ojJesus Christ hint- 
telj. Transcending the established norms of his 
own culture, Jesus treated women with openness, 

respect, acceptance and tenderness. In this way he 
honoured the dignity which women have always 

possessed according to God’s plan and in his love. 
As we look to Christ at the end of this Second 
Millennium, it is natural to ask ourselves: how 

much oi his message has been heard and acted 

upon?

extent. In every tune and place, this conditioning 
has been an obstacle to the progress of women. 

t“*x • t- * ■ /• — t — • • - • /

and their prerogatives misrepresented; they have 

of the long history of humanity. Women have 
contributed to'that history as much as men and, 
more often than not, they did so in much more 
difficult conditions. I think particularly of those 

----------women who-lovee- culture -and-ar-, -and-devoted-----------  
their lives x> them in spite of the fact that they 
were frequendy at a disadvantage from the start, 
excluded from equal educational opportunities, 
underestimated, ignored and not given credit for 
their intellectual contributions. Sadly, very little of 

--------- women’s- achievements-in-history con he-registered------------  
by the science of history. But wen though time 
may have buried the documentary evidence of 
those achievements, their beneficent influence can 
be felt as a force which has shaped the lives of 

successive generations, right up to our own. To 
this greet, immense feminine ‘'tracitior.” human­
ity owes a debt 'which can never be repaid. Yet 
how many women have been and continue to be 
valued more for their physical appearance than for 
their skill, -heir professionalism, their intellectual 
abilities, their deep sensitivity; in a word, the very 
dignity of their beingl /

4. And what shall we say of the obstades 
which in so many parts of the world still keep 
women from being fully integratec into social, 
polhical and economic life? We need only think of 
how the gift or motherhood is often pcn.rlizcd 

rather than rewarded, ever though humanity ewes 

its very' survival to this gift. Certainly, much re­
mains to be done to prevent discrimination 
against those who have chosen to be wives and

women tom truly being themselves and it has re­
sulted in a spiritual impoverishment of humanity. 
Certainly it is no easy task to assign the hlsme for 
this, considering the many kinds of cultural condi­
tioning which down the centuries have shaped 

blame, especially ir. particular historical contexts, 
has belonged to not just a few members of the 
Church, for this I am truly sorry. May this regret 
be transformed, on the part of the whole Church, 

into a renewed commitment of fidelity to the Gos­
pel rision. When it comes to setting women free 
fromevery kind of exploitation and donr.ination.



I

equality of spouses with regard co family

i.

---------- timc^thc-quaiiiy-of ltfC) tnigrat'on, soa:

5.
6.

9

—7
I

My word of thanls to women thus becomes 
a heartfelt appeal that everyone, and in a special 
way States and international institutions, should 
make every eHbrt to ensure that women regain full 

respect for their dignity and role. Here I cannot 
fail to express my admiration for chose women of 

good will who irave devoted their lives to defend­
ing the dignity of womanhood by fighting for 
their basic social, economic and political rights, 

demonstrating courageous initiative at t time

such violence. Nor can we fail, in the name oi the 
. resp.ect.duc co the human person, to condemn the 

widespread hedonistic and commercial culture 
which encourages the systematic exploitation of 
sexuality and corrapts even very young girls into______

•~Jetting their bodies be used for profit.
In contrast to these sorts of perversion, what 

great appreciation must be shown to those women
who, with a heroic bye for the child they have 
conceived, proceed with a pregnancy resulting 
from the injustice of rape. Here we ate thinking______
of atrccities perpetrated not only in situations of
war, still so common in the world, but also in 
societies which are blessed by prosperity and 
peace and yet are often corrupted by a culture of 
hedonistic permissiveness which aggravates 
tendencies to ^aggressive male behaviour. In these 
cases the choice to have an abortion dways 
remains a grave sin. But before being something 
to blame on the woman, it is a crime for which 
guilt needs to be attributed to men and to the 

complicity of the general social environment

mothers. As far as personal rights are concerned, 
there is an urgent need to real e^Mlity jn...........

every area: equal pay for equal work, protection
foe working mothers, fairness fci career advance­

ments, <
----------nghts- -jpYJ-jj-je recognition- of everything- that is 

part of the rights and duties of citizens in a 
democratic State.

This is a matter of justice but also of necessity, 
Women will increasingly play a part in the solu­
tion of the serious problems of the future: leisure 

services, 
euthanasia, drugs, health care, the ecology, etc. In 

all these areas a greater presence of women in 

society wil prove most valuable, for it will help to 
manifest the contradictions present when society 
is organized solely according to the criteria of effi­
ciency and productivity, and it will force systems 
to be redesigned in a way which favours the pto 
cesses of humanization which mack the "civiliza­
tion of love”.

Then too, when've lock st one of the noon 
sensitive aspects of the situation of women in the 
world, how can we not mention die long and de­
grading history, albeit often an ’‘underground” 
history, of violence against women tn the area of 

sexuality? At die threshold of the Third Milieu- 

nium we cannot remain indifferent and resigned 
before this phenomenon. The time has come to 

condemn vigorously the types of sexual violence 
which frequendy have women for their object and 

to pass laws which effectively defend them from 

8
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that the secret of making speec’y progress in
achieving full respect for women and their identity

paign far the protnoliori cf tcornen, concentrating on

ty to recognize this. dignity, in spite of historical

all areas of women’s life and beginning vzitli a wr- 

vshal recognition oftte di&iity cf ivonten. Out abili-

inyolves mote than simply the condemnation of 
discrimination and injustices, necessary though

(No. 4). '

This journey must go on! But I am convinced

______________ r... inappropri-.
ate, Lie sign of a lack of femininity, a manifesta­
tion of eithibiticnism, and even a sin! 

fo this year's World Day of Peace Message. I
_ “ 7 ”h^d'^T‘wKen~w^oE^t the'great process of' ’

1:1_____tel • • _

when this was
7, Dear sisters,- togedier let us reflect anew on 
the magnificent passage in -Scripture which 
describes the creation of the human race and 
which has so much to say about your dignity and  

inlhe wodcl.
The Book of Genesis speaks of creation in 

summary fashion, in language which is poetic and 
symbolic, yet profoundly true: “God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God he created 

  lum; male and female he created tbem" [Gen 1:27).____
The creative act of God takes place according to a 
precise plan. First of all, we are told that the hu­
man being is created “in the image anc likeness of 
God” (cf. Gen 1:26). This expression immediately 
makes dear what is distinct about the human being 
with regard to the rest of creation.

We are then told that, from the very begin­
ning, man has been created “male and female” 
(Gen 1:27). Scripture itself provides the interpre­
tation of this fact: wen though man is surreunded 
by the innumerable creatures of the created world, 
he realizes that Ise is alone (cf. Gen 2:20). God 
intervenes in order to help him escape from this 
situation of solitude: "It is not good that the man 

, should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for 
him" (Gen 2:18). The creation of woman is thus 

marked from the outset by the principle of help: a 
hdp which is not one sided but mutual Woman 
complements man, just as man complements 

woman: men and women are complementary. 
Womanhood expresses the “human” as much as 
manhood does, but in a different and complemen­

tary way.

anything else, the ward of God enables us to 

grasp clearly the ultimate anthropological basis of 
the dignity of women, making it evident as a pact 
of God's plan for humanity.

women’s liberation, “the journey has been a dif­
ficult and complicated one and, at times, not with­

out its share of mistakes. But it has been 
substantiaL'y a positive one, even if it 1$ still 
imfinished, due to the many obstacles which. 

in various parts of the world, still prevent 
women from being acknowledged, respected, 
and appreciated in their Own specid dignity”

this may be. Sack respect must first and foremost 

be won through an effective and intelligent cam-

epnditioning, comes from the use of reason itself, . 
which is able to understand the law of God writ­

ten in the heart of every humtn being. More than



contributions nwie by women to the life of whole
•i

8.

9.

Nor from this point of view has the contribution

r

i

After creating man male and female, Goc! 
says to both: '’fiZf the earth and subdue it'- {Ger,

!

procreate as t meins of perpetuating the human 
species throughout time, be also gives them the 
earth, charging them vjith the responsible use of its re­

sources. As a rationa.’ anc free being, mar. is called 
to transform die face of the earth. In this task, 
which is essentially that of culture, mar. and woman 
dike share equal responsibility horn the start. In 
their fruitful relationship as husband and wife, m 
their common task of exercising dominion over 
the earth, woman and man are marked neither by 

a static and undifferentiated equality nor by an 
irreconcilable and inexorably confliccual' differ­
ence. Their most natural teladonship, which cor­
responds to the plan of God, is the “unity of the 

two”, a relational ‘,uni-duality,!, which enables 
each to experience their interpersonal and recipro­
cal relationship as a gift which enriches and which, 
confets responsibility.

To this “unity of the two" God has entrusted 
not only the work of procreation and family life, 
out the creation of history itself. While the 1994

12

When the Book of Genesis speaks of “help”, 
it is not referring merely to acting, but also to 
being. Worndnhbod and manhood are comple­

mentary mt only from the physical and psydnlogiccd 
points of view, but also from the ontologicd. It is 

---------^y-throtgfrthe-chj^ty-of^KT**!^^^
the ‘'feminine” that the “human” finds full reali­

zation.

International Year of the Family focused attention 

.... on women &
which has as its theme “Action for Equality,

Progress usually tends to be measured ac­
cording to the criteria of science and technology/. 
Nor from this point of view has the contribution 
of women been negligible. Even so, this is not the 
only measure of progress, nor in fact is it the prin­
cipal one. Much more important is the social and 
etbiccd dimension, which deals with human rela­
tions and spiritual values. In this area, which often 
develops in an inconspicuous way beginning with 
the daily relationships between people, especially 
within the family, society certainly owes much to 

the “genius of women".
Here I would like to express ptiticular appre­

ciation to those woir.ert who are involved In the 

various areas of education extending well beyond 
the family, nutseries, schools, universities, social 

sendee agencies, parishes, associations and move­
ments. Wherever the work of education is called 
for, we can note that women are ever ready and 
willing to give themselves generously to others,

13

humanity, are certainly deeply indebted to the 

contribution oTwomen!

Development and Peace”, provides an auspicious 
occasion for heightening awareness of the mfny

societies and nations. This contribution is primarily 
spiritual and cultural in nature, but sodo-polic.cal 
and economic as well. Tiic various sectors of 
society, nations and states, and the progress of ell



especially in serving the weakest and most de­
fenceless. In this work they exWt a kind of'tf/-

icrw...

women from evety continent who have made

girls, their principal apostolale? How can I not

also in

!

I

15

fective, cultarcl and spiriiu'ii motherhood which has 

inestimable value for the development of individ-

lives as mothers, sisters and co-workers in the 
apostolate. This is another aspect—different from 
the conjugal aspectj but also important—of that 
“help” which women, according to the Book of 

Genesis, are called to give to men.
..... ........—IbeddhurcLsees-in-MaryJhe..highest. expzsMon ..... ..  

of the “fetnihine arid she finds in her a

source of constant inspiration. Marz called herself 

the “handmaid of the Lord” (Lk 1:58). Through 
obedience to the Word of God she accepted her 
lofty yet not easy vocation as wife and mother in 

____ the-familjtjol.Nazareth.-BjttingJietSfillat.God's _____

------------uals-andthe ffitureof-societyr^t-thirpoifirhc.....  

can I fail to mention the witness of so many 
Catholic women end Religious Congregations of 

women from evety continent who have made 
education, particularly the education of boys and 
girls, their principal apostolale? How can I not 

----------think with-gratitude-of all- the-women*whrrfrave........ ---  
worked and continue to work in the area of health

care, not only in highly ergenized institutions, but 
also in very precarious circumstances, in tire 

poorest countries of the world, thus demonstrat­
ing a spirit of service which not infrequently 
borders on incrtyrdom?

10. Il is thus my hope, dear sisters, that you 
will reflect carefully on what it means to speak of 
the "genmt of wGtn^r,l not only in order to be able ' 

to see in this phrase a specific part of God’s plan 
which needs to be accepted and appreciated, but 
also tn order to let this genius be more fully ex­

pressed in the life of society as a whole, as well as 
in the life of die Church. This subject came up 
frequently during the Marian Year and I myself 

dtxnelt on it at length in my Apostolic Letter 

.Wwn Dignitatem (1988). In addition, this year' 
in the Letter which 1 customarily send to priests 

for Holy Thursday, I invited them to reread 

Mtdieris Dignitatem and reflect on the impor­

tant roles which women have played in their

I A

»

service, she also put herself at the service of 
others: a service of love. Precisely through this ser­
vice Mary was able to experience in he.* life a mys­
terious, but authentic “reign’’. It is not by chance 
that she is invoked as “Queen of heaven and 
earth”. The entire community of believers thus in­
vokes het; many nations and peoples call upon her 
as their “Queen”, for her, utc reign" is to serve! 
Her service is "to reign"!

This is the way in which authority needs to be 
understood, both in the family and in society and 
the Church. Each person’s fundamental vocation 

is revealed in this “reigning”, for each person has 

been created in the “image” of the One who is 
Lord of heaven and earth and called to be his 

adopted son or daughter in Christ. Man is the 

only creature on earth “which God willed for its 

own sake”, as the Second Vatican Council 
teaches; it significantly adds that man “cannot 
fully find himself except through a sincere gift of 
seK” (.Gmditim el Spes, 24).



Tiie maternal “reigr.” of Mary consists in this.
I

t
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She who was, in all her being, a gift for her Son, 
Zwr <tfco become a gift for the mm efui deiugliten of 
the w!x>le human rctx, awakening profound trust in 
these xvho seek her guidance along the difficult 
-paths.-oL life- on-th^way-re-^eir definifix'd-and-......... .....

transcendent destiny. Each one reaches this final 

goal by fidelity to his or her own vocation; this 
goal previde* meaning and direction for the earth­
ly labours of men and women dike.

.... lL..„..In. this .perspective of- use=sice’2—which;: 
when it is carried out with freedom, reciprocity 
and love, expresses the truly “ropd” nature of 
mankind—one can also appreciate that the pre­
sence of a certain diversity of roles is in no way pre­
judicial to women, provided that this diversity is 
not the result of an arbitrary imposition, but is 
rather an expression of what is specific to being 
male and female. This issue also has a particular 
application within the Church. If Christ—by his 
free and sovereign choice, dearly attested co by 
the Gospd and by the Church’s constant 
Tradition—entrusted only to men the task of 
being an “icon” of his countenance as "shepherd” 
and "bridegroom” of the Church through the exercise 
of the ministerial priesthood, this in no way detracts 
from the role of women, or for that matter from 
the role of die other members of the Church who 

are net ordained to the sacred ministry, since all 

share ecually in the dignity proper to the "common 
priesthood!' basec on Baptism. These role distinc­
tions should not be viewed ir. accordance with the

criteria of functionality typical in human societies. 
Ra-her they must be understood according to the 

particular criteria of the sacramcrrtal economy, i.e. 
the economy o: “signs" which God freely chooses 
in order to become present in the midst or 

liuinamty” ~
Furthermore, precisely in line with this econ­

omy of signs, even if apart from the sacramental 

sphere, there is great significance to that “woman­
hood" w’hich was lived in such a sublime way by 

Mar/. In fact, there is present in the "woman-

- hood’1
a woman who is “consecrated”, a kind'or inherent 
"prophecy" (cf. Mulleris Dignitatem, 29), a power­
fully evocative symbolism, a highly significant 
“iconic character”, which finds its full realization 
in Mary and which also aptly expresses the very 
essence of the Church as a comtnuniyy conse­
crated with the integrity of a "virgin” heart to 
become J-.e "bride” of Christ and "mother” of 
believers. When we oo.isider the “iconic" com­
plementarity of male and female roles, two of the 
Church’s essential dimensions are seen in a clearer 
light: the “Marian” principle end the Apostolic- 

Petrine principle (cf. ibid., 27).
On the other hand—as I -wrote to priests in 

this year’s Holy Thursday Utter—the ministerial 

□riesthcod, according co Christ’s plan, “is an 
expression not of domination but of service” 

(No. 7). The Church urgently needs, in her daily 
self-tenewsl in the light of the Word of God, to 
emphasize this fact ever more dearly, both by de­
veloping the spirit of communion and by carefully

17
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fostering all-those means oF parricbatfon xvtiidi ' 

are properly hets, and also by showing respect for 

. JP’^onal. and commu­
nal chtrisms which die Spirit of God batows f<?r 
the building up of. the Christian community and
the service of humanity.

two-thousand-year history, for all its historical 
conditioning, has truly experienced the “genius of 

woman”; from the heart of the Church (here have 
emerged women of the highes: calibre who have 
left an impressive and beneficial mark in history. 1 
ihink cf'Jnc'great line of Wman’martyrs, samfs ........
and famous mysrics. In a particular way I think of 
Saint Catherine of Siena and of Saint Teresa of 
Avila, whom Pope Paul VI of happy memory 
granted the title of Doctors of the Church. And 
how can we overlook the many women, inspired 
by frith, who were responsible for initiatives of 
extraordinary social importance, especially ir. 
serving the poorest of the peer? The life of the 
Church in the Third Nfillcnnium will certainly not 
be lacking in new and surprising manifestations of 
“the feminine genius”.

You can see then, dear sisters, that the 
Church has many reasons for hoping that the 
forthcoming United Nations Conference in 

Seiling uxH bring out ifje full truth about uotnen. 

Necessary emphasis should be placed oh-.the 
''getriut of tvomeri".. not only by considering great 

and fameus women of the . past or present^ but 
also those ordinary women who re/eal the gift of 

:&

their womanhood by placing thcPselves at the ser­
vice of others in their everyday lh?s. For in giving 
themselves to others each day'wori^en fulfil then 

deepest vocation. Perhaps more than ClPn> women 
acknowledge the person, because they see P':so™__

various ideological or political systems. They see 
others in their greatness and limitations; they try 
to go out to them and befyriketn. In this way the 

basic plan of the Creator takes flesh in the history 
of humanity and there is oonstantiy revealed, tr. 

■— rhe' variety ^f-vocsrfoKsrthaff    
physical, but above all spiritual—which God be­
stowed from the very begmning oh all, and in a 

particular uray on wornem. 
''While I commend to the Lord in prayer the 

success of the important meeting in Beijing, I 
invite Ecclerial Cdwmmitie; to make this year an 
occasion of heartfelt thanksgiving to the Creator 
and Redeemer of the world for the gift of this 
great treasure which is womanhood. In all its 
expressions, womanhood’ is- part of the essential 
heritage of mankind and of. the Church herself. 

May Mary, Queen of Rcve, watch over wom­
en and their mission in service of humanity, of 

peace, of the spread of God’s Kingdom. 

With my Blessing.

From the Vatican, 29 June 1995, the: Solemn- 

ivy of Saints Peter and Piaui.

are properly hers, and also by showing respect for
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 6, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR WAVES

FROM:

Clearance for a meeting on July 10, 1995RE:

Thank

Barbara Kohnen

Delores Leckey

Margaret Cafferty

Maria Riley

Kathy Thorton

Catherine Pinkerton
(b)(6)

Annette Kane

Hesna Marie Chin

Theresa Loar

Kathleen Hendrix

Mary Curtin

Katherine Feely

Melanne Verveer
Office of the First Lady
Room 100, Ext. 66266

Please clear in the following people for a meeting with me 
at 10:00 am on Monday, July 10, 1995 in Room 100 OEOB. 
you.
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on the Tenth Anniversary of The Challenge of Peace
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The cause of the irksome delivery delays last summer was identified: shaving 1/8" on the 
width Of the kit folder vastly increased the time it tovk the fuHUlment company to stuff each of th* 

$0,COO* folders assembled A spacious folder has been ordered for this year's program.

The "Gospel of Life” has, rightly, superseded themes earlier cansidered. This year’s paster 
features a photograph of the Holy Father taken Oh a visit to a Luanda, Angoia hospital A« he 

blesses »n infant girl, his face is radiant with love for the little child A quotation from the 
encyclical will he superimposed on the photo The flier (a palm card is just not bift enough) will 
attempt to capture the beauty and power of the encyclical in a nutshell

The topics covered in this year’s program artides are as follows capital punishment, a 
Catholic perspective on human embryo research; pro-life aspects of welfare reform, the Church s 
vision of womanhood in contrast to the Caur^Beijina radioal feminist view, the findings of the 
“Real Choices” project on factors undcrlymgtfw deasion to abort, and. the value of human 

suffering in the context of the assisted suicide debate.

Please return the enclosed order fonn($) to us with labels where appropriate - NO 

LATER THAN APRIL 28,1995. R will greatly fAcilkate communiGations about orders if you 
would be so kind as to niaka two photocopies of each order, Otte for your records and a 

duplicate to be sent to us with your yellow original

Press articles and photos (including the full-color photo of the Holy Ftlher) will be mailed 

out in August.

Thanks, in advance, for taking the trouble to get y our orders in promptly If you have any 
quastions about the program or your order last year, please call me nr Ann Marie Wahh

  5- 8-95 :
U-i>4L't»O TA A r^A n'idOfliUOS

The Respect Life Program materials are w^ll into development. Although some 
refinements are still being made In light of Evartgelium yitaa, printing should be completed by the 

end of June

£
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Quest ion ( IF ASKED) concerning the Holy See's Intervention in 
Plenary Sesaion on 3/15 

"' 
Qi What io the United States planning�to do concerning the Holy 
See's intervention tnrlay in Plenary oee ion Clt the csw which called 
into question the accreditation of fiv NGOs that support choice?

• w�1i .. €�xs

A: .THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ...P�S THE lNCLlJSION OF AS MANY
NGOS AS POSSIBLE THAT ARE RELEVANT AND COMPETENT IN THE PREPARATION
PROCESS FOR THR UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERBNCt: ON WOMEN AND THE
CONFERENCE ITSELF. WE BELIEVE THAT NGO$ HAVE AN ESSENTIAL
CONTRIBUTION TO M�KE IN THE CREATION OF CIVIL ::iOCIETIES AND ARE AN 
INTEGRAL COMPONENT IN THB FUTURE WORK OP THB UNITED NATIONS, 

WE HAVE BBEN, AND WILL CONTINUE TO ACTIVELY ENGAGE UNITED NATIONS 
OFFICIALS AND OFFICIALS FROM OTH� GOVERNMEN'.L'S ON THE ISSUE OF NGO 
ACCREDITATION. 

THE UNITED STATES INTERVENED TODAY IN PLENARY SESSION TO SUPPORT 
THE �AT.L BY THE EUROPEAN UNION TO POSTPONE FINAL ACTION ON
ACCREDITATION OF NGOS UNTIL THB END OP THE CSW MEETING ON APRILS. 
WE �XPECT THAT THIS ISSUE KILL BE SA'!'ISFACTORALLY RESOLVED BY THE
END OF THE CSW MEETING ON APRIL 5. 

ORAFTED:CSW,JAMeor 
3/15/9S 
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The Vatican
And China(
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By BARBARA CROSSETTE

UNITED NATIONS, March 16 — 
Six months before an international 
conference on women opens in Bei­
jing, the Chinese Government and

barred, and several religious groups, been denied accreditation, 
including CathoUcs for a Free /

 ■ But this week, as delegates began
  and Tibetan exile women’s arriving here to discuss the agenda 

organizations, which China wants for Beijing, some were told they had

including Catholics for a Free Among them was Frances Kissi- 
Choice, which opposes the Vatican’s ing, president of CathoUcs tor a Free 
stand against abortion.

The Vatican’s observer mission
here acknowledged today that it had
challenged the credentials of certain
groups but declined to explain why,
according to the Rev. Carl J. Mar-
ucci, a mission spokesman. CaUs to
the Chinese mission were not re­
turned.

Representatives of some conser­
vative groups, secular and interde­
nominational, were also refused cre­
dentials initially, said Christopher J.
Check of the Rockford Institute’s
Center for the Family in America in
Rockford, UL, which describes itself
as a traditional organization sup­
porting family life. Some of these
groups, including Rockford, which
had been turned down because they
were told they were not sufficiently
focused on women's issues, have
now been admitted on appeal.

Several lesbian organizations re­
port that their delegates have also
been turned down after applying for
credentials.

The Clinton Administration is
pressing the United Nations Secre­
tariat to reveal the names of groups
and individuals being denied creden­
tials, and to explain the grounds for
rejection, American officials say.

-The United States has also called for
the establishment of an international
committee to review denials.

Representative Nancy Pelosi, a
California Democrat who is chair­
man of the international task force
of the Congressional Caucus on
Women's Issues, said today that
"manv wnmpn are vprv mncemed

In choosing Beijing as the site of 
the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, the United Nations and Sec­
retary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghaii had been given assurances 
that the meeting would be open to all

the Vatican are maneuvering to si­
lence critics by asking the United 
Nations to deny them credentials to 
attend the meeting.

At least 200, possibly up to 300, u _
nongovernmental groups have been relevant involved

a « h n A rtTTi- . ....
in women's issues, in addition to 
official government delegations. 
Large international conferences at- 

Among those being denied the nec- tract thousands of such groups, 
essary documents to attend are Tai- But this week, as delegates began 
wanese and Tibetan exile women’s arriving here to discuss the agenda

affected, according to American offi­
cials and human rights organiza­
tions.

’ "Accreditation should not be a po­
liticized process,” she said. On 
Wednesday, during a Congressional 
hearing, Ms. Pelosi asked Madeleine 
K. Albright, the chief United States 
delegate to the United Nations, to 
insist that a list of rejections be 
made public.

Tne dispute over free access to the 
Beijing meeting — where issues of 
women's rights in health, education, 
politics and economic development 
will be discussed — follows a con- 
frontation last week in Geneva be­
tween China and the United States 
over a resolution at the United Na­
tions Human Rights Commission 
critical of China's human rights 
practices.

Choice, who attended the United Na­
tions Conference on Population and 
Development in Cairo last Septem- 

vber without facing accreditation 
problems. Three similar Catholic or­
ganizations from Mexico, Uruguay 
and Brazil have also been denied 
accreditation to the Beijing confer­
ence.

“This is the same misuse of the 
Holy See’s status as an observer at 
the United Nations that they were so , 
roundly criticized for in Cairo — that 
they would take an internal church 
dispute between some adherents to 
Catholicism and the hierarchy and 
turn it into a U.N. matter,” she said.

Tsering Norzom of the Tibet Wom­
en’s Association, which is based at 
the Dalai Lama’s exile headquarters 
in Dharamsala, India, said today 
that she had planned to take a group 
of about 80 Tibetans to Beijing, but 
had been told unofficially that the 
only Tibetans who could take part in 
the conference would be in the offi­
cial Chinese delegation. China occu­
pied Tibet in the 1950’s, and many 
Tibetan leaders fled into exile after 
an abortive uprising in 1959. 

“Our Tibetan women face two 
problems," Mrs. Norzom said. “One 
is accreditation. But we also have 
the problem of getting access to Bei­
jing, because Tibetan women in exile 
carry an identity certficate that isn’t 
a passport.” Mrs. Norzom believes 
that the Tibetan exiles would almost 
certainly be denied visas.
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B�O-� TO_DAY ON!UN CONFERENCE ON WOMBN IN BEllING 

\\ 
VATICAN cdt. JUN.20, 1995

�
- Holy Sec-� Office Dircetcr J� NllVllrrO-V� thi&

mo� licld'·G first briofing the UN� 4th World Co�ence on Women to� held 
iu �ing frn

�
': Sep� .+15. Ik spQke an the Drart Pwform for Action a.od outlined the 

th��t·w be� , · arc u� from tho briefing::
. , . 

,;hiS 41b.urE. :crcncc will deal_ 1 ·m topla such a:s dignity, the. rights ,=d the roles of woIDBn in'
� � f)�oinl ·life,... 'ty :ind humati development. Ti,e �-of qepa.rture for every 
othe.t ooni.i fM. the Holy is the buman diEJiity o! v.-omcn.. whidi is -the ioUDdation for
the ·cona:pl qrl u.uivci.sal human recognized b-J the United Natioas awter.• . . 

�e � that wiil be • d in Beijing - 'Propouk for Coosi�ot1 in tbe Preparation 
pf a.: Dntft Dd::laratron �; � Plaltorm b Action' - favoi"6 t� opera1ive aspeas of the 
� topiC\}fb�Holy Sc¢ $ this dofiniti.on: tho dignity oE women m too mmy soo"I and 
geographical dmtetts is f.ar fromlheing mily r� � 

•Ai the wnd � the Holy � 5eeS lo tbi:s documimt � of an l®Ological ohar8d.er wbidi
S06� to w;wj � impoce on wOD)en 2ll 09er the world a particuiu coci=I philosophy � to 
Mme semors qf �-estem COW1Uic$. 

"I( on the oh� band, ·the doalmcat wbhc& to libcnco women from cenaiu cu1mra1 couditiomng. 
on �other� it seems to wi.� to impose a westt.rn model of t=aie � which � 
llOt � into :;m the vtduQ lu{ women la. the; mzooxity of comrtrid of the world.

"1HB nlGNfrY OF WOMEN UNlVBRSAL HUMAN RIGHTS'. Ont. llas the. rigl:tt to lhink 
thatjthe unanimous goal in Bel. -.ill be io attain & � � ef5,�·£or th. de£4Ulf;e-o£ 
the sfignity .of� and the otion cf' thcfr universal bum� righ�. fnddentally, it oo:omes 
par.ijdonal apo iDccmJI)l*miB:le mat me word 'dft;nit1· • rdatlag lO W'Omai - appears 
syg�matlcally � btudc� � the docnment .In the Jame way 1he term 'univeml' is 
� in pare�t'.S,CS whet, �ne to the lniman rights ·of .omen. 

Xlac �wa:....,. li>r "11idtthc Haq s... ha.:rimisr<d dw die-... r., A,tion ia<lad<
,� refe 1 to the � o£ human rights is. that � in many camtrics do not etljoy
the �man '.' tca>g[D7.Cd br lhe Tntr.11A1i0lldl lkdarations. We think that it is uot poMible to 
pr�tc, � �fBd tht �� � not bun dafined. If eqery c:ouatty limits itself to promoting 
g�nc rights' pf \\'OD!eD not c1� ·an an imemalioaal l�l, tbcn tb:ls a>Jlfe.n::Il(;C will ncn
� &rf .P.� in � � of humm rights for the msjorlty of the .world's women. 

"LAP' OF ah�unY�· RESPBCTTO FREVIOUS INTERNATIONAL' DOCUMENTs. 
la� -pl➔ t!ie Document not respec:t.eonrim,ity with� u,-d often with United 
N�. �om; For e. paraaraph � woose inchlSion was proposed by the Holy See
Dcl�gan� -�rs m paz-coth cw.n though its cont.cut, come from the ·World Conference on
H�n Ri2Jtl{ (Vienna 1993}. We retrun th:a when one s:pea.� of Human Rifhts there sbould bea g�Mral �� on their corftont and, �l>ly. r-efcreoco to mtemational doo.unents."

1 



JUM-20-199S 1?='18 

I 
U.S. EMBASSY IJATICAN 39 6 S?S83'16 P.03

I. 5lOURFAR C&� ITALIA > 39 'SJS834G 

I 

152 P02 20. ffi. '35 14; 20 

• A simil;tr �
. 
�TVAtion should

3:
c:presscd on �b 107 J which, � i\. .is foro:w.laLCd, i.nl¢ads 

a.n :dfimi:lti<> adopted by coas at tbdnttmational C..onference.� in Mexico OtY (1964) and 
1U bWPn:::s:s 

� 
:affirm.auon 'Ill aL&C will abortion � promotod o.s a method of family plaanjas,'

� (l994). . l 
"IDE'.o• 1� UNIIALANa,j Tho =reoo: of same coa=pa !lhmralQ in ,omc woy !he wit
:,ocial phil l;ty of the Draft �cmnea.t. One can ate aa an C1t3mplo � th ta.rm 'guider' 
a� ar · 300 times;; •�et/motb.ctbood' appe3t feweT than 10 times. while the terms
·se:,./�/ : ny· � at>gut one hundred times. From l.bi5 point o£ vi� che d��nt
� to bo euraordinruily u.ali.wmced. 

"Thi� i ·: unbalance
=

· evident, for ex:impk, in the section tll3t proposes 1be defense
of YiO:Illcn'S • · to hwth. the document wks 40 � of � problems related to &exu.al 
li!e (AIDS, r �� bealth,, . tl2Dmlitted diseases. fertllii>• contr(ll, file'-), only in two 01� 
are ..lroplcaJ : mentioned.I S<ill, the World Health Organizatioa cs1im;c1t15, Cur G.1.11Uiple, 4 
million c:aSQ6 HIV �on iIJ 199<4, wbilo tho samo World Hecltb Org:mizatioo estimate, the 
ca.�� of tmp'i�-·: di.��\ during re s.a.me period as hovering between· 650 and 850 million:

"UNGUisn .AMBIGUITY. _the :m1b4Juitiet. of �om! b.cgu3ge- are often a� to a.void 
a ccinaete :to cany out wba� is ap�. 

�me� ;in the docwncIJt !arc often �y dcfmcd:''se,xual- oriaatntion' nnd �tyle' lo.ck 
a p(ecise

�
fi itjnn, And mm-eovb, no jnridlcal recognition in an intemati<lnal document eri� for 

cith� pne. . setnaatlc aud: �pt.u.J ambiw,dty a:,uld ·1� w1e. .to co�. for cwuple. 
pedopliilfa � �mply :s. mode of r� orlontation.• thus easily aoceptablo as a. 'right.' The term•serua.1' o · . n; proposed by F,IJ6 western cauntries, wac: .not !.C:Cepted by developing countries. 

"SOME � OF P.AR�1 

INTEREST. VIOLBNCE AG�ST WOMEN. The Holy 
see :Stiares mi �hasfs �t Platform for Action ·places on physical. �al. ·psyc:hological and 
mor� violen � womeu. or the Holy Seo this topic: i& a. pri.oruy.• 

•:he tloly , would lite, tJmtever, a mnre d.eci�e and .ratfkal Mn&mnatlon of evecy kind of 
violCTice, also. : logical, �trated against women, Licloomg locoed sccri&atioa. forced use of
birtli control .mdueement:ilO, abortion. The Holy � 1w Qlwa)'S e:cprcssed its deep "MmY 
regarding the 1inmber of wome made objectS of �-stematic Stmlizatiou ptam whlcb take ptaee 
�cielly i.n clvelopµig coun: • • 

"The Hnly � Ueleganon·� that these pradi� be included in parQ8r8pb 115 among the 
-vlot�tions oC � rights oC wi>wai Sowc: <kl1:pdous have w-.aucd to put 1hi:s proposal in bcacket.s. -

"Iii. : 40, the Holy Seel Deleg:11ion would lib to have added to the list of auaab ag:unst
yo� git� • . ·ts to 8cceM ro fpod. to octuatlon and to bealth care • also the denw of the very 
accics.ss to life ,.and e?11m life iuseµ')." 

. ; I 
i-'.A�IL Y. slih,mUJf,ly the; tbe:Thot family and motherhood receives scarce attention and llttle 
� in a �• �t 0£ n841'.ly ., � on women. hlrcady in Chapter II the concept of the 
�1y a& 'the n.damental. unit society_' i-. plamd within h� in ·cnnt:rast with the Uuivcrsal 
Dedaratioa Human Rights, � 16,3. In faa, all 0£ pmugraph 30 goes to 13ciji1lg m bracket$. 

"qn the t1� of th� advs� of wmn� the Holy See cm::ain1y sbares the emphasis ou the
�� �,;ir full partk:ipatkm in all the acdvides of social U!e. Nevenhel<:iSS. tc goes aga!Dst 
.sll ..ideDOt ithw: that tlua �h4siis should ca.noel th<, wncrac role of WO� in the t'.omily: a 
role! that d� �t �. all � � of fe_mjnimty but that however is specific to 
women. O!m�y this point of ia 6hm-cd by the iaun.c::mc majoricy of woincn all ovc:r the world 
Md :hy the �tiP.S to which t .j, belong. 

·Juridkal rc�uus on the y should �ee w women also the �mal tight to be 
mothers. lade� la� ,hou14 cr-e te conditions • en,;,iroo.ment� lesol, economic, etc. - fnvorable to 
�e pr.u:tla: O,tmothertlood. P the mome,m tw come to affirm that the struggle fur equal 
d�ty � men and women !impliC3 aho reco� for 11t'OmCD their being different 4D.d tbcir 
being treated ln a differen.t w.ry.l 
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to minors. TheiHoly See, making these worries its own, maintains that in Bevins no formula should

lines vf incumjketrciBiblc iKgauoti o£ some universal rights, in the doeuroent that goes to Beijing

in educational ;ihsurutions has

G
I

-th plenary meeting of the PonXj 
XJuuc 19 to 23 on ’Evangeliza■kaiii being be

Honken, Laity.*

:

Bi

a s

• tea .study.

ss 1995.

SSION OF TITLE SUNDAY

iHabana, Cuba, will
Sat 7.-00 pjn.

3

i .. 

i

TOTAL P.04

itin, vice
grams of 
^serica.

i

t

ificaJ Commission for 
aSUPricsU, Religious

added the 
sc held in

17: 49

I 
I

a historical p< 
ild serve as a

tega y Alanrino, archbishop of San 
iCSaints Aoqiriila and Priscilla on

N. \'1S 950620 (50)

■RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS. In all cultures parents are particularly 
interested in thd education of their children end the exercise of tbeir duty especially with respect 
to minors. TheiHoly See, making these worries its own, maintains that in Bevins no formula should 
be accepted ttiact goes against the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which establishes the 
right of parents to choose the type of education they desire for their own children. Along the same

L C?UUVAUIV*UXX III.HUltUML-: JLUX3 bCeU I 

"Even more serious is the attempt
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the proposal to guarantee the rights of women and girls to freadom of consrienca and of religion 
' ’ ' * * * ' ' refused.

; to deprive parents of their responsibility in the confrontation

nd (will be transmitted tomorrow. 
INFERENCE WONffiN/NAVARRO-VALLS
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INT1FICAL {COMMISSION FOR AMERICA HOLDS 4111'

The commiss ioh ik, 
.\vicc president, a me, 
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crli, JUN 20, 1995 (VIS) - Th 

held in thb Vatican

i.

of The offer ofl programs and public services m toe area or sexuality, iur.niding abortion? 
t

The question dud answer period with journalists, which followed the briefing, concluded in the 
afternoon and |will be transmitted tomorrow.
OP/UN CONFERENCE WONffiN/NAVARRO-VALLS VIS 950620 (1500)
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It is the conviction of the Holy See, as has been recognized already in Copenhagen, that the 
work of women, today not remunerated, should be recognized adequately; work that nevertheless 
holds a particular sodal value. Nbne of this is mentioned to the Beijing document.

. •
TJMICn ATIQN. The Holy Sec attributes great importance to the rights of emigrant womcm..This 
topic has already gathered ample consensus at the Conference in Cairo.

"The Document addresses this t jeme in various places. It is nevertheless the opinion of the Holy 
See that the attention is fesnffid snt. as are also insufficient the proposals suggested, which seem 
to represent a istep backward witn respect to Cairo.’

' I ' i’RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBnJJITES OF PARENTS. In all cultures parents are particularly
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is significint,* b© went ojk^i

f^tte recognitiqnzaf teHgiGUS freed*}!®''; 
nriHetmtam^is waning for lhcsc>ig^!"

VIS 950621 (180)!EDOM/...

BRIEFING ON BEUING

I

LD>C,

V’alls replied; These eunlernuxa > after a Floal Document on a specific theme which is proposed 
to the international conHnunity tut which is not binding on the sfegie- nations. They are not taws.

conference

purpose.

2

—■— Every country has its parllameia. The (act that these documents - 
id from Nairobi 10 years ago - are not binding does not mean they do 
coll active reflection which has a supranational level. These documents

I

treadnni is byj_
ry civflizatton.'
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John PayKu j 
documents and rc 
hopc/tfc rigbtjtp 
in every corner^ 
AG/MOSQUER

VATICAN CITY, JUN 21, 1995 j(VIS) - After outlining the Holy See position for the September 
4-15 UN-sponsored 4tb World Conference on Women in Bc$og, Holy See Press Office Director 
Joaquin Navarro-Valls made additional remarks and answered questions asked by journalists.

He noted th^t, in its contacts with other countries and institutions m recent months, the Holy See 
has discovered! that 'the consensus is growing daily* on its position for the conference on women. 
"We-want BciJjng to be a big success," he stated.

that! Telipji 
‘ tbe^pil 

je^S own faith

pointed 
.represents uue < 

► freely orpress 
/pfTha earth.' > 
REUOiOU^n

"Why does the Holy See part]
question. It prartidpale?; beoiusq 
way; au appeal to consciences.j -----  — -—------
conference who said he felt the fundamental contribution of the Holy Sec was its proposing to the 

an ethical dimension to the problems that everyone would be discussing, 
is useful^ this serves a purpose/

The'UN is not a legislative organ. Every counuy has its parliament. Ttie uct mat mese aocurocnts - 
from Cairo, Copenhagen, and fr jm Nairobi 10 years ago - are not binding does not mem they do 

not have a valbi*. They are a < ~ ‘ I T
can have an it fluence, can be important, for example, when the nations of the world come to agree 
on one, two or ten points of actfon set forth in that specific document and then act on a national 
level/ j (

Holy See participate in these conference.*?' he added, in answer to the same 
T. j the beautiful part of these conferences is that they arc, in some

1 to consciences/ He quoted a member from another delegation at the Cairo 
ki said he felt the

international (ionimunity i
Navarro-Valfcvsaid 'tins is

"it is *ignifirant/ b© went om^that in Rome, the center of Christianity and see of the. successor 
of Peter, the Muslims havjs'theb own placft^Tworship in Jhc'ftlll respect of Agfe freedom of 
conscience. In i significjKft drcunistauce^stfch aj this, onp'-must, unfortunatoly^pyte how in several 
Islamic countries, ottiifvalent rigtis cf4he recognitign^of religious freedtys'are missing. Yet the 
world, on the thrprfwld of the gitra rnWenntiin^Js waitina for these^g^!”

^“worship in. AhSTtlH respect of thgfe freedom of 
as this, onp'iffust, unfortunatefy^pete how in several 

.. missing, yet the.

part of numerals intertatiouul 
of coiiteingpfiry civilization.'' Ha>wn(4pdedr^5--trtlly 

allowed to Chrijiafis anddb-etrfidievers.

has discovered! that 'the consensus is growinj dafly" on its position for the uniierence on women. 
"We-want Beijing to be a big success," h© stated.

j I
The first question concerned the Issue of “gender/ a term whose meaning was questioned by 

several member States ax the Bajing PrepCom (PreparetOTy Committee) held in New York from 
March 15 to [April 7. This term, the director explained, has traditionally been used m UN 
documents to Imean "sex," that is, "maxulmc" and ’Icmimiic,'’ man or womtm. In fact, when the 
English word "gender" is translated into French or Spanish, it becomes the equivalent of "sex/ 'man' 
or "woman." A. special committed was set up by the UN to study this tom, fellowing the request 
of wuic who wished to expand its definition to include, for example, transsexuals and homosexuals. 
Navarro-Valls reported on the results of that, study and said that th© meaning Of the word 'gender' 
remains unchanged from traditiojial UN

Asked abnul the composition bf the Holy See delegation to Beijing, be responded that there 

would be 20 utcmbeis, that the Holy Fatiicr was cvahiatiug the possibilities, and that women would 
form, as they have in the past for international conferences, a great part Of the delegation. Names 
will ‘be announced at a later daik

To a question: on what these int ’.rnurtonal conferences mean on a practical level, Joaquin Navarro-
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1
"What are the indispensable principles for the Holy See in view of the Beijing document and 

*“ 1 press office director responded; The Holy See will insist on two 
iman and the ufliversa.1 imnian rights of the woman.'

The Holy See will not roach a 'holy alliance' with Islam to form a united front in the face of the 
topics that will be discussed at | the Beijing conference, said Navarro-Valls, who rejected the 
allegation made reganling the Holy See delegation at the Cairo conference. "Some Muslim 
representatives have wanted to prasant their concerns about some of the themes of the Peking 
document threugh international brgairizatlQns. We have agreed to speak with them. However, 
although there are 50™? areas of general interest for both them and us, there are some substantial 
differences between Christianity and Islam rm themes such as women, family, etc., that do not 
permit us to arrive at any type of operative agreement."

j
One journalist asked about the practice of abartiax fenwrlc fetuses, as occurs for example in 

China- Joaquin Navarro-Valls went back to the issue of human rights: "The important thing is to 
recognize that!human rights are universal, and that consequently, it is not up to each coimtry to 
decide what they arc, because uiierwise, we enter the realm of arbitrariness.' 
OP/CONFERENCE WOMEN/N’AVARRO-VALLS VIS 950621 (730)

COMMISSION FOR LATIN AhiERICA: THE PROTAGONISTS OF EVANGELIZATION

VATICAN CITY, JUN 21, 1995 (VIS) - Yesterday, In the plenary awcmbly of the Pontifical 
Commission fc r Latin America, v hick is taking place in the Vatican, the participants reflected on 
the prbtagomsts of evangelization ftum the perspective Of the third mfllennium of the Oiurch.

I :
In the mnrnihg Cardinal Jose Tj. Sanchez spoke about priests; Cardinal iidiiardo Martinez Somalo 

presented the irole of religious in the work of the new evangelization of Latin /yncrica facing the 
third millcnBlura; Cardmal Eduardo F. Pirordo spoke on the apostolaie of the laify as craftsmen of 
evangeityntinn I in rhe third mfnfSrnhim, with a special emphasis on the young. Lastly, Cardinal 
Alfonso Lopez TrujUlu referred I lu lhe rule uf the family in the new evangelization of Latin 
America.

In the afterrioon the ideas and proposals presented by the speakers wore sununed-up, underlining 
especially the problem of sects and the preferential option for the poor.

1

 Cardinal Jan P. Schotte, C.I.QM, secretary general of the Synod of Bishops, spoke this morning

proposit 
.../Pi FNARYI/COM-AL

holy see Attends conference on europe-elam relations

; viaitator for the Maronite 
European Conference on 

itockbohn. Sweden, froni June 15-17, addressed the assemblage on 
dstanca of religions.*

I i
He said that, in the process of building a great Europe, importance must be given to religious 

freedom end to the intermingling and peacefill en-eri«tence in each country of believers of different 
faiths. Europei must "further became a common house, wbose leuauls belong to different ethnic 
groups and denorninations: alar 5 with the Reformed Cburcbet, Latin Catholics and Orthodox 
Christians live Oriental Catholics and Orthodox of the Middle East."

1 • I

'I
; VATICAN CITY, JUN.21,1995 (VIS) - Bishop Joseph Khoury, apostolic 

ferthful in Europe, and president of the Holy See delegation to the ' 
Europe-Islam Relations, held in Sil _.l____ L._ 1_____ If I". '
"Europe in the face of the co-existence of religions.*
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For itssfart; the United States appears eager to avoid a patients be advised of the risfosof-contraceptipn, Nmrarro- 
Cairo-type confrontation. On Monday, Madeleine K. Al- Valls claimed. . . : ;

New York s Cardinal John O’Connor. She told him the overlooked by the public, Navarro-Vals acknowledg^L1^ 
United States would ndt promote “the more radical ideas” In recent weeks, John Paul has’spokferi bht'ffi oppdlrtion;'

.5 ■

being floated for:the conference and would work with the to violence against women, defined.fiOt ’only- as'rape and
Caa nrAminanV'Q f/x r\f urnrnon in fbo nUtrei/^ol inrre Rut olen nc n/xr^xrxrrmnRxr- rtrrtctitlifinn on/4

»

A.

.S'f

-4. •1

81

\

3

3•
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