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UN COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
March 15 - April 4, 1995

U.S. Delegation Team Assignments

Head of Delegation
Ambassador Madeleine K. Albright

Delegation Director
Congresswoman Marjorie Margolies Mezvinsky

TEAM I: Declaration, Mission Statement, Global Framework, Critical
Areas of Concern, Mechanisms, Institutional Arrangements, Financial
Arrangements

LEADER: Kathy Hendrix (State)

Veronica Biggins (mechanisms and arrangements)

Lynn Cutler (mechanisms and arrangements)

Melinda Kimble (WSSD, institutional and financial arrangements)
Arthenia Joyner (institutional arrangements)

Document Elements: Declaration, I, II, II (intro), III(H), IV, V,
VI

TRAM II: Human Rights, Violence Against Women, Conflict
Resolution, Political Participation and the Media

LEADER: Mary Curtin (State)

Maria Antonietta Berriozabal (political participation)

Iris Burnett (media)

Ertharin Cousin (political participation)

Gracia Hillman (human rights, violence against women)

Gay McDougal (human rights, violence against women)

Bisa Williams-Manigault (Cairo, WSSD, NGO participation)
Jeffrey Meer (conflict resolution, women in armed conflict)
Sally Shelton (political participation)

Document Elements: III (D, E, G, I, J)
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- She can work closely with John Shattuck and Jon Farrar
on the humen rights report rollout and should be
visible in the process. Maybe there is a way to talk
abhout the human rights successes this year,
highlighting the advancement of women. (i.e. The
buidling used in Haiti for the headquarters of the
Army was just turned over to the newly created
Ministry of Women's Affairs.)

o NGO outreach and message formulation is a good way for
Gracia to contribute to the Women's Conference. She is moving
along on message formulation but the NGO outreach is still not
defined.

- I will ask Ellen to sit down with us to give Gracis
soma idea’ on how to do this.

o Gracia needs to be in the paper loop of your office to help
give her a picture of how the seventh floor functions. I will
aak Janet to be sure Cracia gets your A/S wecklice and all
important human rights and China papers. To keep Gracia in the
loop vn policy formulaLion [or Lhe Women's Conference, we
invite her to meetirgs, give her copy of memcons on those she
misses, and have set uwp a folder for her with relevant cables,
memos, etc. 1he optic of Gracia not having any secretary is
bad. Can't one ot your bureaus ccme up with someone like they

used to when your office was short?
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PROPOSAL, FOR CONSULTANT TO THE WTRST LADY FOR WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
IN BEIJING AND WOMEN'S ISSUES

This pusitiovn would be funded by outside snurces--foundation or
other private dollars through the Center for Policy Alternatives,
Or o similar oxganization, but would be 1lorated at the White
House 0l1d BExecutive Office Building.

The initial mission for this person would be to organize several
regional meetings on dlfferent issues affecting women. These
meetings would be a follow-up to the meetings held in 1994 by the
Women's Bureau at the Depdrlwent of Labor. They would, however,
focus on one set of issues at each meeting and would showcase the
women in the Administration. For example, a &scssion on health
would feature Secretary Shalala and other women from NIH and from
regional HHS offices. Another regional meeting could focus on the
economic security issues facing women and feature Laura Tyson,
Peggy Richardson, and Alice Rivlin. The Firsl Lady could chair
these meetings, or have visibility at them in other ways.

It would be critical to reach out to every conceivable womens'
constituency in that region, and to do so0 in a noapartisan way.
It would also be important to involve the women 1in elective
office (of both parties) from all leveis of government as well.

While these meetings would be constructed so that there was inpul
from the participants as an important step on the road to
Beijing, they will also be structured to tell the good news about
this Administration and its record for women.

As the First Lady 1llstens to the concerns of women and their
families in preparation for the international meeting, she could
then tell their storles in a series of events, press
opportunities, and other activities 1in which she becomes the
advocate for those women.

Other activities would include organizing women around the
country and maintaining extensive 1lists of the attendees at
various meetings, as well as identifying activist women in each
state.

There would be considerable outreach to the women strategists in
washingLun and around the country to elicit their 1ideas and
suggestions for activities that would make clear to the women of
Anperica Lhat Hillary Rodham Clinton is their vonice in and out of

the government.

An estimate of the costs of this position, including salary and
travel, for one year, is $150,000.
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October 21, 1994

FAX TO: MELANNE VERVEER, FIRST LADY'S OFFICE & VERONICA
DIGGINS, PRESIDENTIIAL FPERSONNEL, THE WHITE
HOUSE

FROM: ARVONNE FRASER, IO/State

RE: Possible addition of Vivian Lowery Derryck, President,
African-Aamerican institute, to African Regional Meeting
Delegation

Novemper 16-23 the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) will
hold its regional conference preparing for the Fourth World
conterence on Women. The U.S. is not a member of this region
so a small observer delegation is to be sent.

Derryck is the first woman and first black to be head of this
old, prestigious organization. She is an expert on Africa,
having lived and worked there in addition to heading the
Institute. She and her organization work actively in
developing and supporting African democratic leadership not
only in South Africa but throughout the continent. She is also
familiar with women's issues, having headed the 1880
secretariat for the second UN wcrld conference on women.

I highly recommend Vivian, having worked with and watched her
for vyears. She wonld he a real asset for the administration at
this conference. 1If she cannot be put on as a public member,
I'm sure she would he willing to be a privatc adviasor.

I have faxed Ertharen Cousin about this as well and she may
have talked to you already.

The European (ECE) regional conference went well. We'll have a

report for you soon.
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