




































































From Cairo to Copenhagen and Beijing:

Thenes and Emphases

The road that began in Rio and continued in Vienna wends
its way to Cairo, Copenhagen and Beijing in the next 18
months. Although each major world event held in these five
cities is singular, common threads are evident. Each event
requires independent analysis and public affairs treatment, yet
the commonalities also merit emphasis in information and
exchange activities, e.g.:

o rting Su i le Devel (highlighted at the
1992 Rio International Conference on Environment and

Development, particularly in "Agenda 21.")

Centrally involves the sustainable use of natural resources
and protection of the global ecology to promote the well-being
of future generations. Sustainable development also involves

combatting poverty, reducing wasteful consumption, improving
urbhan conditions.

Pemacratic governance, education and public awareness are
necessary for sustainable development, as is the full and equal
participation "...0f all relevant groups, including women,
youth, indigenous people and their communities,
non-governmental organizations, farmers, local authorities,
trade unions, business and industry and the science and
technology community." (Agenda 21)

o j n Rights an ratizati

(Re-confirming the Vienna 1993 World Conference on Human
Rights.)

The universulity of basic human rights was confirmed in the
Vienna document as well ags recognition of the importance of
democratic institutions and the importance of development.

o ildin 3us rehen
Action reqgarding Population anpd ngglggmeng (The goal of the

September 5-13 International Conference on Population and
Development in Cairo.)

Involves broadening family planning services, improved
health care, particularly for women and children, equal
education, empowerment of women and equal economic opportunity,
greater involvement of men in family choices and
responsibilities, and greater involvement of women in designing
and carrying out sustainable development strategies and
programs. As Under Secretary of State Tim Wirth sald recently,
"...At Cairo, we can forge the necessary consensus around the.
goals of human rights, gender equality, environmental
protection, economic and social justice...." (March 30 speech.)
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o Alleviating and Reducing Poverity., Expanding
Enployment and Enhancing Social Intearation (Goals of the March

1995 Copenhagen World Summit for Social Development.)

These three mutually related goals rest on the convergence
of economics, sustainable development strategies and social and
humanitarian goals. Seeks to free the creative energy and
strengths of individuals and communities, as stated in an
early U.S. statement on the Summit: ".... Whether in our
domestic programs or in oux foreign aid programs, the emphasis
now is on building indigenous capacity, enhancing
participation, decentralization, and the empowerment of
communities and individuals."

o Fostering the Advancement of Women and Their
Contribution to Global Peace, Prosperity and Human Freedom

(the central concern of the Fourth World COnference on ¥omen:

Action for Equality, Development and Peace," in Beijing in
September, 1995.)

Addressing the full range of concerns that relate to the
empowerment of women in social, political and economic terms,
the Beijing Conference deals directly with the unifying thread
of the four preceding major global events, both retrospectively
and in setting an agenda and goals for future action. ~"What I
would like to emphasize .. is the fact that advancing the roles
and rights of women is a critical common thread that must be
woven through the recommendaitons and implementation of our
goals from Rio, Vienna, Cairo, Copenhagen and Beijing.
Achievement of gender equality is essential in its own right.
But I also believe that sustainable development cannot be
realized without the full engagement and complete empowerment
of women." (Tim Wirth March 30 speech.)






Reasons for White House Attendance at the
Fourth World Conference for Women in Beijing

WH attendance would signal to domestic constituencies and
the world this Administration's commitment to women's
advancement.

The Conference focuses on issues affecting mainstream
American women who are concerned about the quality of their
work and family life. The Conference addresses women's
access to the American dream: training, education,
employment, personal safety.

WH presence at the plenary and NGO Forum would lend strong
support to NGO partnership with governments at UN
conferences. NGOs are an important citizen empowerment and
democracy-building tool around the world. This
Administration has broken new ground in involving NGOs in
governance and encouraging the UN system to permit greater
access for NGOs in the UN system.

WH could use the occasion of the conference to be a strong
advocate for human rights and women's rights by making a
very focused speech at the plenary of the Conference and at
the NGO Forum.

WH attendance would demonstrate a pro-active stance to
China's human rights and women's rights problems. A WH
presence would signal a strong commitment to human rights.
Human rights are central to the agenda of the Conference.

We have been working very closely with human rights groups
(Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, B'Nai B'Rith
Women, International Human Rights Law Group) as we prepare
for prepcoms and the Conference. Much of our input on
human rights for the Platform of Action in the Vienna
prepcom was drafted by these groups. We are their
spokespeople at the official conference on these issues.
These groups would welcome a WH presence as a validation of
their efforts in the human rights arena.
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Question (IF ASKED) concerning the Holy See’s Intervention in
Plenary Session on 3/15

A

Q: What is the United States planning |to do concerning the Holy
See’s intervention today in Plenary seseion at the CSW which called
into question the accreditation of fivel NGOs that support choice?

B sty o
A: _THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT $#AYORE THE INCLUSION OF AS MANY
NGOS AS POSSIBLE THAT ARE RELEVANT AND COMPETENT IN THE PREPARATION
PROCESS FOR THR UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN AND THE
CONFERENCE ITSELF. WE BELIEVE THAT NGOS HAVE AN ESSENTIAL
CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE IN THE CREATION OF CIVIL SOCIETIES AND ARE AN
INTEGRAL, COMPONENT IN THE FUTURE WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

WE HAVE BEEN, AND WILL CONTINUE TO ACTIVELY ENGAGE UNITED NATIONS
OFFICIALS AND OFFICIALS FROM OTHER GOVERNMEN|S ON THE ISSUE OF NGO
ACCREDITATION,

THE UNITED STATES INTERVENED TODAY IN PLENARY SESSION TO SUPPORT
THE CATL BY THE EUROPEAN UNION TO POSTPONE FINAL ACTION ON
ACCREDITATION OF NGOS UNTIL THE END OF THE CSW MEETING ON APRIL 5.
WE RXPECT THAT THIE ISSUE WILL BE SATISFACTORALLY RESOLVED BY THE
END OF THE CSW MEETING ON APRIL 5.
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NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

. UN COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
39th SESSION March 15 - April 4
Final Preparatory Conference
for Fourth World Conference on Women

SCOPE_PAPER
I: OVERARCHING GOAL AMD MESSAGE:

Our overall message will bc one that focuses on women as
ayeuts of change -- active participants in meeting the
challenyes of Lhe nexst century rather than passive
beneficiaries vir victims. The crosscutting goal €for all our
objectives and activns -- regardless of the area of concern
addressed —— sShould be the ewpuwermenl of women by integrating
them into the mainstream of society, the economy, and the
political system and structures. It is in the weinslrzeam where
women can work with men in partnership.

For women to be agents ot change they must be empowered -—-
through education, civil, political and legal rights and
protection from violence; and they must have access ~- toO
adequate so0cial services, employment opportunities, tinancial
resources, political structures and decision-making processes.

II: U.S. PRIORITIES
. Our overall priority is to build on the commitments made at
the 1985 Third World Conference on Women in Nairobi; the 1992
Conference on the Environment and Development in Rio; the 1993
Conference on Human Rights im Vienna, the 1994 Interxnational
Confexcence on Population and Development in Cairo, and the 1995
World Sumit on Social Development in Copenhagen.

HUMAN RIGHTS

One uf lhe most urgent goels for thc U.S5. is to ensure
that the Counference reaffirms the humnan rights of women and
calls on governeeanls Lo advance women’s legal equality and
their civil and political :iiyhts.

dn addition to suppurt o[ & stLrong human rights secticn,
the U.S. will €ocus on twou, iunterrelated objectives in
particular:

actions tn end violence against wumen, covering the range
from domestic violence to violence against women during armed
conflict and in retugee situations.
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support for legal literacy pvrograms, i.e. actions to inform
wnman of their legal rights and of how to use those rights
thraungh infarmation and training, and support for the provision
nf legal rRervices.

A LIFE CYCLE APFPROACH TO HEALTH AND EDICATTON

In general, 3 lifc¢ cycle approach to women is needed in
many areas of concern, such as heslth and education. Health
policies and programs should aim to cnhance physical, mental
8nd social well-being throughout momen’s lifc -gpan. Account
must be teken ul Lhe fact that while women incur mony of the
same health prublems as men Lhey mdy often experience them
differently because of bivlogical and social considerations,
such as their exposure to diffesenl environmental hazards in
the workplace. In addition health concesns specilic Lo women
include those related to their reproductive systews and Lo
sex-related diseases, such as breast cancer, cervical and
ovarian cancer and iilnesses with a high incidence in older
women suCh a8s osteoporosis. Policies and programs must
adequately address and provide equity in research, prevention,
education, and treatment and services.

In addition to advocating universal primary and secongary
education for girls ané equal access to secondary and tertiary
education for girls and boys, plus encouragement of girls to
pursue non-traditional studies such as math and science, the US
will stress the need for a life-cycle approach to education and
training. 7Tn nrder +n participate in the changina needs 0f the
labor force, and to enter and re-enter it, women need life-long
access to training, continuing education and skill
devalopment. The Platform should support legislation, where
neccesary, for this education and training, including adult
literacy programs, support services such as counseling and
referral, accces to educalion loans.

RURTURR AND REGPECT POR GIRLS

We need Lo offer girls and young women a futurc. The
social status of youny girls is formed as pert of a life-cycle
of development, and therte is ollen unequal access £rom the
start -- they are fed less, yliven less medical care, withdrawn
from 8chool earlier, forced into hard labur svoner Lhan boys,
have less access to gquality education, and later, tu hiyhe:
education and technical training,.

The most transtorming investment a country can make is in
universal primary and secondary education, especially in the
education of the girl-child and the U.5. will promote
commitment tc this goal. However, education is not the only
investment necessary or
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beneficial. Societies must ensure access to health care and
nutrition for girls and young womemn, encourage adolescents to
postpone early marriage and childbearing by offering them nope
for a future through eMication, training and employment
opportunities, and adequate counseling, education and services
in reproductive health. Governments should take steps to
promote changes in socialization patterns to encourage eguality
bectween girls and boys in all aspects of life.

In advance of thc Precpcom, several African nations, with
support Erom the U.ES. and seovcrol other developed countries,
hae been promoting a separate section on thc girl child for
this reason. IL such a section does not materialize, theac
issues willl be incourpuraled inlo the existing critical areaz,
with 28 strong covering paraytaph in Lhe Global Framework.

THE RKKD 10 BALANCE WORK AND FAMILY

Governments, including the U.S., need to take measures to
help women and men combine family responsibilities with their
paid work, and they need to encourage local governments and the
private sector to do likewise Women also need to be assured
of individual economic¢ security through opportunities for
employment or income-generating activities.

Acknowledging the aqrowing feminization of poverty, the vast
amonnt of unpaid werk that falls to women to do, and the
influence that the changing world econcmy has on this
phenomenon, the W.S. will promote women's access t¢ health
cacre, child care and equal pay, flaxible work arrangements:
access to transportation: assurance of personal safety in the
workplace; equality in laws pertaining to property and
inheritance rights; and access to equal credit, training,
technicel assistonce and expert consultation in
entreprenecurship.

EQUALITY WITH MER IN DECISIOR-MAKING

The U.S. will pruomole women's access to and equality with
men in the governmentwsl, polilical and economic decision-making
structures and processes of sucliely. Governments must
contribute to the integration of a yendesr perspeclive into all
deliberations or decision-inaking bodies where poulicies are
being debated and adopted as well as increasing the numbers of
women in such bodies, including in the UN systen.
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[Note: The lUnited States looks forward to supporting the
entire Platform for Action and has an interest in all of the
. issues ralated to the advancement nf women that it addresses.
However, the above are issues where we antinipate the U.S.
taking a lead role, either because American women in general
identify them as of critical importance or because our pnsition

in the international community, e.g. our support of human
tiyhls, dictates that we do.]


































































United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Global Conference Secretariat

SCHEDULE OF
PUBLIC MEETINGS
Tuesday, June 6 NGO Meeting on 4WCW Preparations Auditorium
(Irene Santiago, Executive Director - NGO

Planning Committee)

Thursday, June 8 Human Rights Discussion Room 1350
(John Shattuck, Assistant Secretary for
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor)

Tuesday, June 13 Environment Discussion Room 1350
Friday, ‘June 16 Health/Girl Child Discussion Room 1350
Monday, June 19 Education/Girl Child Discussion Room 1350
Thursday, June 22 Poverty/Economics Discussion Room 1350
Friday, June 23 UN Systems/Resources Discussion Room 1350
Friday, June 30 Diversity Discussion - Room 1350
Tuesday, July 11 NGO Meeting on 4WCW Preparations Auditorium

Tuesday, August 1 NGO Meeting on 4WCW Preparations Auditorium

All interested individuals are encouraged to attend these State
Department Meetings at the Office of Personnel Management, 1900 E
st., NW, wWashington, DC from 3:30-5:00 pm. The U.S. Department of
State complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act for
qualified individuals. If reasonable accommodation is required,
please call (202) 647-3129 or TDD (202) 647-3750 ten days prior to
an event. For further information on U.S8. preparations for the UN
Fourth World Conference on Women please call the above numbers.
For changes to this schedule please call our hotline on (202) 663-
3070.

Please note that during the discussion meetings, only the portions
of the Platform for Action pertaining to these topics will be
discussed on the designated days.
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May 22, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR MRS. CLINTON

FROM: J. VERONICA BIGGINS

RE:

MELANNE VERVEER
ERTHARIN COUSIN
ANTONELLA PIANALTO

U. S. DELEGATION TO THE U. N. FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE

ON WOMEN

PROPOSED DELEGATION

Chair
Madeleine Albright

Deputy Chair and Director of the Delegation
Marjorie Margolies Mezvinsky

Vice Chairs

J. Veronica Biggins
John Brademas
Elaine Chao
Geraldine Ferraro
Tom Kean
Timothy Wirth

State Department
Phyllis Oakley

Victor Marrero

Melinda Kimble

Ellen Marshall

Kathy Hendrix

Mary Curtin

Bisa Williams Manigault
Sharon Kotok

Jeffrey Meer




Other Agencies

AlD: Carol Lancaster
Commerce: Ginger Lew
Education:  Judith Heumann

EPA: Carol Browner, Jeanne Nelson
HHS: Donna Shalala, Susan Blumenthal
Justice: Bonnie Campbell

Labor: Karen Nussbaum

Treasury/

World Bank: Jan Piercy

USIA: Iris Burnett

Other Delegates

Laila Al-Marayati
Maria Berrizabal
Anne Bryant

Lynn Cutler
Adrienne Germain
Arthenia Joyner
Dottie Lamm
Linda Tarr-Whelan
Maely Tomm

Labor
Marilyn Monahon
Secretary -Treasurer, NEA.

Journalist
Ellen Levine
Editor, Good Housekeeping Magazine

Human Rights
Felice Gare
Blaustein Institute of the American Jewish Community

Foundation Leadership
Marie Wilson
President, Ms. Foundation for Women



OTHERS TO CONSIDER

Youth
Hispanic or Native American Student leader

Medical-Women’s Health

Virginia Trotter Betts
President of the American Nurses Association.

Diana Drell
President, American Medical Women’s Association and
Assistant Professor, Department of ObGyn at Duke University
Medical Center

Political Diversity

Kathy Ashe
State Senator Georgia legislature and considered a rising star in
Republican politics

Julia Taft
President and CEO of InterAction

Barber and Charlotte Connable
Chair , U.S. Committee for China. He formerly served as the ranking
Republican on the House Ways and Means Committee and former head of the
World Bank. Charlotte is active in the Women’s NGO effort including the
Women'’s study program at GW.

Jill Ruckelhaus
Board member NWPC, Texas Republican Activist

Julia Chang Bloch
California Banking executive; former Bush Administration
Ambassador to Nepal

Business
Elizabeth Coleman
CEO, Maidenform corporation

Grassroots Leadership

Unita Blackwell
First African American mayor in Mississippi and her city is one of the poorest
in the country.

Micro Enterprise

Connie Evans
Micro enterprise loan expert and she served on the New York and
Vienna Prepcomm delegations



Religious Community Leadership
Sister Patricia Hayes
President, St. Edwards University Austin Texas
Jesuit Priest
Sister Theresa Torres
Community Organizer, Gang prevention and Community
Empowerment
Sister Lora Ann Quinonez
Superior General Congregation of Sisters of Divine Providence
and previously ex-director National Congregation Religious
Women

OTHERS
Bella Abzug
Co-Chair, WEDO and longtime international Women's Advocate
Esther Coopersmith
President, Coopersmith Real Estate Company; served as U. S. Representative
to the United Nations in 1979
Pamela Fleischaker
Associate Editor and Columnist, Oklahoma Gazette; Vice Chair,
Oklahoma Human Rights Commission and Founder Oklahoma
National Women'’s Political
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Key Internatlonal Projects:

O
-

TIN- .

1993 USIA Academic Specialist - Women in Politics, Argertina.

1991 AcademlCc Re€earSh, Cultural and Language Experience Institute
in Puebla, Mexicoe.

1887 Market Research, cobsarvation of commercial and cooperative
business endeavors in El Salvador.

1587 - Political Researeh, review of political agencies coopara:ing
for tagicnnl development in Costa Rica.

1986 L1967 Academic necearch, Cultural and nnnguage 5xp=:i'nce Ingtitute
in Mexico City.

1988 Politieal Research/Film Docunentary, inventigatxni pclitical
themes conveyed through traditienal cultural festivals.

AFRICA. :

1962 "Rapsd urbanization anmlygis in Eqypt.

1961 Refugee resettlement and deioroaeation programs in Somalia.

1960 Appropriate Techriologies dlmons.ratxon projects in Kenya;

erosion protection and water purification asystems in Benin;
and rapid urbenization analyais in Nigerla and Ivory Coast.

QTEER COUNTRIES.

1993 Guest lLecturer, Nomen in Politics colloqu:um Madrid,
University of Spain.

1984 Historical studies and ohservation of munacipal goverament
structures in Israel.

1383 Study tour Western Eurcpe (Belgium, France, 8witzerland,
Germany lnd the Netberlnnds}

Educatlon:

MA Managemeatl, University of Redlands, CA.

MA Counseling Peychology, Univareity of santa Clara, CA.
BA chmuniéltioqo, Westmont College, CA,

CASE Summer Institute in Bducational Fund Raising.

Proposal Development Project - Women's Educationsl Equity Program, U.S.
Department nf Health, Education and Welfave.

Instructer Training, English as a Second Language. Intaraarianal Institute,
Boston,

Affiliations:

National Women‘'e Political Caucys.
National Association of Mexican American Women.

Lapor council for Lacin Amerlcan Advancement.
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