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Welcoming Remarks for International Women’s Day
AS DELIVERED by Secretary of State Warren Christopher, March &, 1996
Distinguished Members of Congress, ambassadors, ladies and gentlemen
guests: I am glad to welcome you this morning. On this International
Women’s Day, we commemorate the remarkable achievements_of women in our
government and we celebrate the progress over the past year for women’s
rights and political participation. We must seize the opportunity before
us to put women’s issues at the top of the agenda in America -- and the
world. And it is particularly good to have Gerry Ferraro, who has taken

such a leadiny xole in promoting human rights, with us today.

Where women’s rights are not protected, human rights are not secure.
Where women are not educated about their health, their families suffer
along with them. Wwhere women play no role in protecting the environment,
it does not get protected. But where women enjoy equal rights and equal
protection, all society progresses. That is why this Administration is
comnitted to bringing women’s issues into the mainstream of American

diplomacy.

Nowhere is our commitment reflected more clearly than in the
Department’s twentieth annual human rights reports releascd this week.
You will find not just a section on women, but documentation throughout
the reports on abuses from workplace discrimination to physical
mutilation. The reports show that the harm done to society is very great

when women’s rights are neglected in peace or trampled in war.

Our first priority in the Department and around the world must bhe

our work for peace. As much as the so0ldier with a gun, the [ace of war
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delegation accomplished -- committing the nations of the world to take
concrete steps to improve women’s health and education and increase

women’s participalion in the 1lives of their societies.

The United States must lead the way in fulfilling the Beijing
Platform for Action. This year we will promote the political and legal
rights of women -- and we should ratify the Convention to Eliminate All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). We will also emphasizc
programs like USAID'’s Girls’ and Women’s Education lnitiative, aimed at
increasing the number of girls who complete primary school in countries

from India to Indonesia, from Giuinea to Guatemala.

Our Women in Africa initiative is a ygyood example of how we can
integrate these priorities into our foreign poulicy. Each of our
embassies in Africe is monitoring the follow-up to the Beijing
Conference. African women made a great contribution at Beijing, and so
it is appropriate that our embassics are working with African women to
make the biggest difference with our limited resources -- with projccts
as traditional as improving access to family planning or as cutting-edge
as improving NGO access to computers and communications. These projects
have a real possibility to lift Lhe lives of Africans and advance key

objectives cf American diplomacy.

The Beljing priorities reaffirm the conclusions of the Cairo
Conference on Population and Development. wWe are focusing on womern's
education and empowerment as we move forward to implement the Caire

commitments. But our leadership to ensure access to safe, voluntary
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family planning services for millions of women and men is under attack by
many in Congress. I am deeply indebted to those on the platform who have
so strongly defended our programs and requests for resources to carry

them out. I thank them for their cfforts.

On my trip to Latin America last week, I had the pleasure of meeting
some outstanding women and men who are providing free legal services to
over 700,000 pcople in Chile. I was struck by the leadership and support
of Chile’s Minister of Justice, Mrs. Soledad Alvear. Across South
America, the women who marched to restore democracy are founding
community centers and development banks. Their vision of justice rLor all
is a reminder that women’s participation and determination are

indispensable.

I am proud to say that this Administration has made good strides in
putting women in positions of power and prominence in American diplomacy
-=- not enough, but many in high positions doing great work. And let me
acknowledge the eftforts and excellence of the many here who give American

diplomacy the face ot a woman every day. Thank you.

We are very fortunale to be joined today by several members of
Congress, women whose work has furthered the cause of women’s equality
and women’s rights and kept these issues before Congress and before the

American people.












03/08/96 17:48 202 647 0753 oog;

DO THEM BY OURSELVES. BUT THE FACT IS, WE ARE DIFFERENT; WE ARE A
CATALYST. WHEN WE ACT, OTHERS FOLLOW.

SO IT IS WITH HUMAN RIGHTS. THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN LEADING FOR
OVER TWO HUNDRED YEARS. THAT’S AS IT SHOULD BE. LEADERSHIP IN
HUMAN RIGHTS IS A BURDEN WE EMBRACE IN THIS BUILDING, IN THIS
ADMINISTRATION, AND IN HUNDREDS OF PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS QAND
ORGANIZATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

THAT'S WHY I’'M LOOKING FORWARD TO HEADING BACK TO GENEVA NEXT WEEK
FOR THE MEETING OF THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. THERE WILL BE
A LOT ON OUR PLATE THERE -- CHINA, BOSNIA, CUBA AND THE MIDDLE
EAST. BUT DESPITE ALL THAT, YOU CAN BE SURE THAT NO DELEGATION IS
GOING TO BE MORE ACTIVE IN THE DEFENSE OF WOMEN‘’S RIGHTS THAN WE
WILL.

HUMAN RIGHTS ARE UNIVERSAL, BUT THEY'RE ALSO AMERICAN THROUGH AND
THROUGH. THEY’'RE AS OLD AS THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, AS NEW
AS THIS WEEK’S HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS. DESPITE ‘OUR LAPSES, OUR
INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES ARE GROUNDED IN A GENUINE BELIEF THAT THE
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS WE CHERISH BELONG TO EVERYONE. AND THAT GIVES
US A STRENGTH MOST OTHER NATIONS LACK.

THAT IS WHY I THINK THAT ULTIMATELY OUR VIEWS ON HUMAN RIGHTS WILL
PREVAIL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. ONE DAY THE STANDARD WE FIRST SET IN
OUR OWN INSTITUTIONS AND THEN HELPED ESTABLISH IN THE INTERNATIONAL
ARENA WILL, BECOME THE ONE BY WHICH ALL COUNTRIES JUDGE THEMSELVES.

OUR JOB, THEN, IS TO TAKE THAT VOICE AND AMPLIFY IT, TO USE THE
POWER OF OUR INSTITUTIONS AND THE STRENGTH OF OUR PEOPLE, PEOPLE
LIKE YOU TO HOLD THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD -- OUR OWN INCLUDED --
ACCOUNTABLE TO THE STANDARDS WE HAVE SET FOR OURSELVES SO MANY
TIMES -- WHETHER IN THE BILL OF RIGHTS, THE U.N. CHARTER OR THE
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS -- OR MORE RECENTLY IN THE
VIENNA DECLARATION, THE BEIJING PLATFORM AND OUR 1996 HUMAN RIGHTS
REPORTS.

OF COURSE, SOME GOVERNMENTS WON’T BE DISSEMINATING OUR REPORTS THIS
WEEK. THEY'LL BE DOING THEIR BEST TO SILENCE THEM. THEY MAY
SUCCEED IN THE SHORT TERM. THRY MAY JAM THE VOICE OF AMERICA.
THEY MAY CENSOR THEIR NEWSPAPERS, LOCK THEIR DISSIDENTS IN DISTANT
JAILS. THEY MAY OPPOSE US AT TEE UNITED NATIONS AND AT THE HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION. THEY MAY BLUSTER AND RAGE AND OBFUSCATE. BUT
TIME IS NO LONGER ON THEIR SIDE. EVENTUALLY, WITH MODERN
TELECOMMUNICATIONS THE TRUTH WILL FIND ITS WAY TO EVEN THE MOST
REMOTE OUTPOST OF INJUSTICE. THEY ARE GOING TO FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE
TO KILL IDEAS WHICH JUST WON‘T DIE, IDEAS LIKE FREEDOM, JUSTI1ICE AND
EQUALITY .

WE ONLY HAVE TO LOOK AT BOSNIA OR BAGHDAD, TO CUBA OR CHECHNYA OR
THE DESPERATE REFUGEE CAMPS IN SUDAN, TANZANIA AND ZAIRE TO SEE HOW
FAR WE HAVE 710 GO. FOR IF WOMEN’'S RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS AND

4
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HUMAN RIGHTS ARE UNIVERSAL -- AND ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD HAVE
AGREED THEY ARE -- THERE MUST COME A TIME WHEN THE RESPECT FOR
THESE RIGHTS BECOMES UNIVERSAL, TOO. THERE MUST COME A TIME WHEN
WORDS BECOME DEEDS, NOT JUST IN AMERTCA, BUT IN EVERY HUT AND EVERY
HOME IN EVERY LAND.

YES, I THINK THAT TIME WILL COME. IT MAY NOT BE IN MY LIFETIME,
BUT 1T WILL COME. THERE WILL BE A TIME WHEN THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD
WON'T NEED TO PETITION THE POWERFUL FOR PROTECTION, WHEN "POOR" AND.
"DEFENSELESS" WON'T BE NAMES WE GIVE TO HALF A BILLION WOMEN.
THERE‘LL BE A TIME WHEN GIRLS ARE NOT LEFT TO STARVE UPON A
HILLSIDE BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT BORN BOYS; WHEN THEIR GENITAILS ARE
NOT MUTILATED TO PLEASE SOME CRUEL, OUTDATED CUSTOM; WHEN THEY ARE
NOT VIOLATED IN THE NAME OF ETHNIC CLEANSING; WHEN GIRLS ARE NOT
SOLD INTO PROSTITUTION OUT OF FINANCIAL DESPERATION; WHEN THEY ARE
NOT BURNED BECAUSE THEIR DOWRIES ARE TOO SMALL OR THEIR HUSBANDS
DIED BEFORE THEM.

THERE WILL BE A TIME WHEN WOMEN WILL NOT BE EITHER THE VICTIMS OR
THE CAUSE OF OVERPOPULATION; WHEN THEY WILL NOT BERR EIGHT CHILDREN
IN THE HOPE THAT THREE MAY LIVE; WHEN THEY ARE NOT FORCED INTO
EARLY MARRIAGE; WHEN THEY WILL NOT LACK THE EDUCATION THEY NEED TO
BECOME PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS.

THERE WILL BE A TIME WHEN REFUGEE WOMEN WILL NOT SELL THEMSELVES
FOR FOOD; WHEN THEY WILL NOT BE RAPED BY MARARUDING SOLDIERS; WHEN
THEY WILL NOT BE TFERRORIZED BECAUSE THEY COME FROM THE WRONG GROUP
OR THE WRONG CITY OR BECAUSE THEY CHOSE THE WRONG TIME TO GATHER
FIREWOOD TO COOK THE FAMILY MEAL.

YES, THERE WILL BE A TIME FOR ALL OF THAT. THERE‘LL BE A TIME WHEN
THE WOMEN OF AMERICA CAN WALK THE STREETS OF OUR CITIES AND NOT
KNOW FEAR. THERE’LL BE A TIME WHEN THE LIFE OF A GHETIO GIRL WILL
MEAN AS MUCH AS ONE IN THE WEALTHY SUBURBS; WIHEN COMPARABLE WORK
WILL MEAN COMPARABLE PAY; AND WHEN WE CAN LOOK OUT ACROSS ANY
MEETING ROOM IN ANY COUNTY OF TKIS COUNTRY AND SEE AS MANY WOMEN
THERE AS MEN.

BUT THAT IS SOME TIME OFF. UNTIL THEN, VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WILL
REMAIN A THREAD THAT KNITS THE WORLD’S RICH AND POOR TOGETHER. NO
NATION TS IMMUNE. THIS IS NOT A PROBLEM OF THE DEVELOPED OR
DEVELOPING WORLD. IT IS NOT AFRICAN OR ASIAN OR AMERICAN ALONE.
IT IS UNIVERSAL. IT IS OUR PROBLEM; IT 1S EVERY NATION’S PROBLEM,
AND SO IT WILL REMAIN UNTIL WOMEN TAKE THREIR RIGHTFUL PLACE
ALONGSIDE MEN, IN ALL STRATA AND AT ALL LEVELS OF SOCIETY. FOR
VIOLENCE IS A REFLECTION OF SECOND-CLASS STATUS.

AND SO AS 1 LOOK AROUND ME HERE AND S8BEE SO MANY EXAMPLES OF WHAT
THIS COUNTRY CAN PRODUCE WHEN IT NURTURBES ITS GIRLS AS WELL AS
BOYS, T CAN’'T HELP BUT FEEL PRIDE THAT WE WOMEN HAVE BEGUN TO FORCE
HISTORY TO MARCH FORWARD. BUT TIME HAS CAUGHT US LN MID-STEP. OUR
WORK, THE WORK OF EVERYBODY HERE TODARY -- MEN AND WOMEN -- IS RUT

5
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HALF-DONE.

AND YET I CANNOT THINK OF A MORE EXCITING TIME TO BRE ALIVE. THERE
IS SO MUCH TO DO AND SO MANY TALENTED PEOPLE LIKE YOU TO DO 1IT.
WOMEN, NOT JUST HERE IN AMERICA, BUT EVERYWHERE, ARE ON THE MOVE,
BRUSHING ASIDE THE OBSTACLES, DEFENDING OUR INTERESTS, OUR FAMILIES
AND OUR VALUES. WOMEN’S RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS.

IT'S BEEN A LONG TIME IN COMING, BUT I CAN FEEL: THE SWEEP OF
HISTORY NOW. IT’S IN THIS ROOM AND IN THIS COUNTRY. AND IT WON'T
STOP HERE. ONE DAY THE PULSE OF FREEDOM AND HUMAN DIGNITY WILL
BEAT IN EVERY WOMAN’S HEART, NOT JUST IN AMERICA, AND NOT JUST ON
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'’S DAY, BUT IN EVERY VILLAGE AND IN EVERY NATION
OF THE WORLD EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR. IT MAY NOT HAPPEN SOON, BUT I
KNOW THAT WITH ALL OF US WORKING TOGETHER, ITS TIME IS SURE TO
COME .

THANK YOU.
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Mr. President, we applaud your serious search for the right candidate for the job. We stand
ready to assist you in this process and look forward to working with the head of delegation,
once chosen.

We stand by you and your commitment to the advancement of women and to the
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action.

Cordially,
L Memick -
Jill Merrick

Director, Communications and Public Policy
International Center for Research on Women

Leca Browning
Rosa Briceiio

Pat Rengel
Chief Legislative Council
Amnesty International/USA

Julianne Cartwnght-Traylor
Human Rights Advocates, Inc.

Donna Shavlik
Director, Office of Women in Higher Education
The American Council on Education

Mahnaz Afkhami
Executive Director
Sisterhood is Global Institute

Barbara R, Amwine

Nicole Etlhait
Association for Women in Development

Vicki Ferguson
Gender Analysis and Development Consultant

Lauren Gilbert
Director, Women and International Law Program
Washington College of Law
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Mary P. Haney
Member of Board and Executiva Committee of
U.S. Committee for UNIFEM

Jodi Jacobson
Co-Director
Health and Development Policy Project

Patricia Krommer
Board Member
International Education Development, Iac.

Marjorie Lightman
Acting Executive Director
International League for Human Rights

Surita Sondosham
Executive Director

Equality Now

E. Maxina Ankrah |
Senior Advisor, Womea'’s Initiative
Family Health International/ AIDSCAP

Suzanne Kindervatter
Interaction/Committee for Advancement of Women

Robin Phillips
Director, Women's Human Rights '
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

JoAnn Lewis
Senior Vice President
Family Health International

Dorothy Thomas
Director, Women's Rights Project
Human Rights Watch

Joan Dunlop
President
International Women's Health Coalition

Janet Benshoof
President
Center for Reproductive Law and Policy
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MV Talking Points for MKA Reception

Audience: dozens of delegation heads and Perm Reps (snore)
American NGOs (no idea how many since most are not here for the entire
two week period.)
maybe some magazine folks
maybe some New York feminist glitterati

) The First Lady asked that I send along her best wishes to the representatives to the
Commission on the Status of Women and to the representatives of non-governmental
organizations attending this Commission meeting.. She continues to be committed to bringing
Beijing 1o American women through her work as Honorary Chair of the President’s Interagency
Council on Women.

o The work you arc all doing here this week and next is crucial to the follow-up work to
Beijing that is going on all around the world.

o We are very fortunate that Linda Tarr-Whelan agreed to serve as our new Representative
to the Commission. Americans are well-served by the experience she brings as an NGO and a
member of our delegation to Beijing.

0 US participation in the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing was a great
success - in large part due to the contribution of the thousands of American women and men who
were determined that this Conference would identify solutions for each every challenge women
and girls face and devise strategies to promote stronger families, communitics and societies.

) As the President’s Council implements the Platform for Action at the federal government
level, its efforts have been enhanced by the continuing partnership with the nongovernment
community. This partnership brought us to Beijing and will continue to move us along as we
work to institutional changes to better the lives of American women and girls.

o The President’s Council is hard at work, operating out of the White House. With the
leadership of Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna Shalala and the expertise and
energy of senior officials from all across the federal government, the Council is mecting the
commitments Ambassador Albright announced at the Conference and developing new
commitments to ensure that women get a fair shake when the US government develops its
policies.

0 We realize that something profound happened in Beijing and that it inspired not only the
women and men who attended but those at homc also. There is an energy and a desire to get
involved, particularly among young women. We are hopeful that the work of the Commission
will benefit from this renewed commitment and that we will soon be able to offer young girls
around the world a futrue where equality, opportunity, and security enable them to do their best.

TOTAL P.@2
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Opening Statement by Linda Tarr-Whelan, United States
Representative to the United Nations Commission on the Status of
Women, At tha United Matioms, Marcl: 12, 1958

O o E R e e e o e e v wm e - - Y En En R e m TH En e En En R Em e YR ER R ER o W MR ER S - W G SR A v Em EE R A e Em M A e m o -

Thank you Madame Chair. The United States delaegation
congratulates you in your new role as chairperson of the Bureau
and also congratulate the other members of the Bureau. We wish
you all success and pledge our support.

This could not be a more critical session of the Commission
on the status of Women. The events ¢0f the past year have brought
usg to a turning point. We arrive here empowered by the great
success ul Lhe Fourrth worid Conference on Women and the content
of its Platform for Action; inspired by the breadth and depth of
the NGO Forum and the force of the NGOs themselves; and in a
opirit ee renewal ayl stdudicAriom that the oclcbraticn of Lhe
United Nations 50th anniversary occasioned.

And we enter the new year with two new appointments at the
United Nations that give us strong encouragement. The designation-
by thae Seararary General of Roparie Otrécu as coordinator ot all
women'R issues in the UN gystam avd the appointment of Algycla
King as director of the Division for the Advancement of Women
come as good news. They are women of great ability and
reputation. We place our confidence in them without reservation.
We wish them evary success and we stand ready to offer them our
assistance.

We must take advantage of this moment and seize the
momentum. We have recached consensus. Now is not the time to re-
discuss those topics where our discussions and negotiations led
‘us to this point. Now we have a different and difficult task. It
is time for the members of the CSW to raise the questions and
work together to f£ind the answers that will enable the CSW to
meet the goals of the Beijinyg Platform for the equality of women
and girls in the next century.

What is our vision for the CSW? Specifically what is our
vision for its role within the UN system; with governments in
implementing the Platform?
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Thank you Madame Chair. The United States delegation
congratulates you in your new role as chairperson of the Bureau
and also congratulate the other members of the Bureau. We wish
you all success and pledge our support.

This could not be a more critical session of the Commission
on the Status of Women. The events of the past year have brought
us to a turning point. We arrive here empowered by the great
success of the Fourth World Conference on Women and the content
of its Platform for Action; inspired by the breadth and depth of
the NGO Forum and the force of the NGOs themselves; and in a
gpirit of renewal and rededication that the celebration of the
United Nations 50th anniversary occasioned.

And we enter the new year with two new appointments at the
United Nations that give us strong encouragement. The designation:
by the Secretary General of Rosario Green as coordinator of all
women's issues in the UN system and the appointment of Angela
King as director of the Division for the Advancement of Women
come as good news. They are women of great ability and
reputation. We place our confidence in them without reservation.

We wish them every success and we stand ready to ¢ffer them our
assistance.

We must take advantage of this moment and seize the
momentum. We have reached consensus. Now is not the time to re-
discuss those topics where our discussions and negotiations led
us to this point. Now we have a different and difficult task. It
is time for the members of the CSW to raise the guestions and
work together to find the answers that will enable the CSW to

meet the goals of the Beijing Platform for the equality of women
and girls in the next century.

What is our vision for the CSW? Specifically what is our
vision for its role within the UN system; with governments in
implementing the Platform?
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The United States strongly supports the agreements we
reached at the Fourth World Conference and later in the General
Assembly, that the Commission must have:

o a clear mandate;

o0 a central role in monitoring implementation of the
Platform, although primary responsibility for
implementation rests with governments themselves;
and,

o a catalytic role in implementation of the Platform for
Action within the UN
system;

o a cooperative and coordinated working relationship with
the related commissions of the Economic and Social Council
that constitutes synergy;

o and a catalytic role in mainstreaming a gender perspective
in UN activities; and in ensuring that women and women's
issues are fully integrated into the mainstream of
psociety and all its institutions.

This is hard work, but the four world conferences on women
that have been held since 1975 have paved the way. At Beijing
governments recognized women's issues as legitimate concerns of
nations. And, as the Platform for Action makes clear, the world
now recognizes that all its issues have an impact, and are of
concern, to women.

Twenty years of organizing, advocating, gathering and
analyz2ing data, discussing and working together came to fruition
in Beijing: women as equal partners and decision makers in the
political and economic spheres; men as equal partners in family
life transcended individual issues. No longer are women simply
victimg of oppression but activists for change. Beneficiaries of
programs are instead becoming constituents of civil society.
Women have become a political force and they are claiming theirxr
place in creating equality, development and peace.

As it ig for the United Nations, so it is for the United
States. My country is very serious about the implementation of
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and about
fulfilling our particular commitments announced at Beijing. For
the first time, the United States has created a formal mechanism
especially for implementation and follow-up.

On the eve of the Fourth World Conference, President Clinton
announced the establishment of the "President's Interagency
Council on Women" to, in the President's words, "make sure that
all the effort and good ideas actually get implemented when we
get+back home."
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We are proud to say that the Council is in operation, and
that it operates out of the white House; that a member of the
President's Cabinet, Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna
Shalala, who was a part of the leadership of our delegation to
Beijing, chairs the Council. And we are especially happy to have
the strong support of the First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, who
is honorary chair of the Council, just as she was of the U.S.
delegation.

Time is short and the task before us great. The United
States is determined to waste no time and the President's Council
has begun the work of implementation now. It is our goal to
institutionalize as much change as possible.

As we proceed with this work of implementation, the
Council's members, all of whom are high level representatives of
all government agencies and many of whom were delegates to

Beijing, are overseeing implementation for their individual
agencies.

Fortunately we are not starting from ground zero. In many
respects our laws and practices already meet the standards set
forth in the Platform for Action.

But failings, shortcomings and discrimination persist.
Poverty is a reality for too many. Violence against women
continues at high levels. Life can and should be better for women
in our country, especially those women facing additional forms of
digcrimination beyond those that all women share. The U.S.
government has a firm policy of non-discrimination. And we must
be able to offer our girls a future where equality, opportunity
and security enable them to be their best.

As we now work to implement the Platform, we continue to
look to women in non-governmental organizations to help us define
the problems and find solutions and to hold their government
accountable. We will work in partnership and, as recommended in
the Platform, take joint responsibility for the work of
implementation.

As many of you will remember, the United States took the
position at the Fourth World Conference, and at the preparatory
conferences, that implementation must be done within existing
resources, through refocusing, reordering priorities. thinking
creatively. This is hard to do.
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participants in the drafting session of the optional protocol
during this session.

In the meantime NGOs in the United States, many of whom have
worked for the past 10 years for CEDAW's adoption, have begun a
massive campaign with two strategies. They seek to create
widespread grassroots support for CEDAW through public education,
showing Americans, especially American women, in concrete terms
why CEDAW is important for the U.S. not only diplomatically but
to American women at home. They intend also to work for
governmental and institutional support, urging universities,
other insgstitutions, and state and municipal legislatures to
"adopt" or endorse CEDAW.

Whether it is ratification of CEDAW, action on a particular
issue or the entire Platform, one phenomenon continues to astound
us. There have been hundreds, and probably thousands of post-
Beijing events across the United States. This is not a government
effort but a community and grassroots effort. "Bringing Beijing
Home, " and "Beijing and Beyond" have become commonplace phrases
in'cities and towns from Tacoma, Washington to Atlanta, Georgia,
from San Antonio, Texas to Poughkeep51e New York. With the
Platform as its model, a coalition of women'’s groups in
Pittsburgh, Pa. is at work on the "Pittsburgh Plan of Action."
This week leaders in Colorado and Massachusetts unveiled state
plans. And in Louisville, Kentucky a group of middle school
etudents put on a post-Beijing event for 300 young people, and
the boys in the group led the workshop on the image of women in
the media.

In short, we realize that something profound happened in
Beijing and it inspired not only the women who attended but those
at home also. There is an energy, and a desire to get involved
and get to work on these issues that renews our hope and
confidence in the future. We think the United States is not alone
in this. And that is why we are so hopeful about this meeting of
CSW and the future of the Commission and we look forward to
joining in the dialogue on the three agenda items of poverty,
women and the media and child and dependent care.

How c¢an the Commission on the Status of Women help the
United Nations and individual states to implement the Platform
for Action? How can it ensure that its most difficult task is
accomplished -- the equality of women and their integration into
the mainstream of society? In a spirit of goodwill and
cooperation we must fix our gaze on the future and plan together
how we can do things better to move humanity towards our goal of
equality, development and peace.

* k * K

TOTAL P.©6



P.03

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release )  March 1, 1996

PRESIDENT CLINTON NAMES LINDA TARR-WHELAN TO BE
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO THE
UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

President Clinton today appointed Linda Jane Zack Tarr-Whelan
of Virginia as U.S. Representative to the United Nations Commission
on the Status of Women. 3 //,./

Ms. Tarr-Whelan has had 25 years of public policy cxperience as
an advocate and government official in the areas of health care, M v ’
employment, economic development, education and women's issues! She
has been President and Chief Executive Officer of the Center for
Policy Alternatives since 1986. In addition, she has served as
deputy assistant to the President for Women's Concerns in the Carter F %/f
White House, director of government relations for the National
Education Association, administrative director of the New York State

Decpartment of Labor, and director of program development for the { }"’
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees. ;’1, \I o

Ms. Tarr-Whelan is a founder of the Coalition of Labor Uni al ‘:S
Women and the Center for Women in Government. As apublic mem P“‘J
the U.S. delegation to the United Nation's Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing, China, she has partlmpaied in the UN Preparatory \u“’

Committees in 1994 and 1995 and in the Vienna Regional Meeting in
1994. Ms. Tarr-Whelan has published numerous articles and is the
recent recipient of the Women Executives in State Government
"Breaking the Glass Ceiling" Award.
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is the child born in a refugee camp, the rape victim and the women whose
sons and husbands have disappeared -- and there are all too many of

those.

In 1996, President Clinton and I have rededicated ourselves to the
task of secking peace with justice. In Bosnia, we not only achieved the
end of war but an unprecedented role for the International War Crimes
Tribunal thal 1s seeking justice. for viclims of deliberate policies of
murder and rape. In Haiti, our victory in the fight for democracy is
allowing Haiti’s women and men to turn to the fight against poverty, and

thus to improve the rights of women and children.

As we promote peace, we wWork with women like Sonja Licht. Her
courageous advocacy of human rights and defense of NGOs in Belgrede has
come to symbolize hope for a mere open society in Serbia. We also stand
with the Catholics and Protestants who overcame their losses in the
bloody conflict in Northern Treland to found Women Together, a qreat

organization which is doing so much to renew the peace process there.

The world saw these faces and heard these voices at the Beijing
Conference on Women. The Beijing Conference threw out a challenge to the
forces of poverty, ignorance and intolerance. The First Lady summed up
that challenge simply: “women’s rights are human rights, and human
rights are women’s rights.” Her forceful presence, and the hard work of
many of you here ftoday, as well as the outstanding work of our UN
ambassador Madeleine Albright, helped set a forward-looking agenda for us

to take from Beijing. All Americans should be proud of what our
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delegation accomplished.-- committing the nations of the world to take
concrete steps to improve women’s health and education and increase

women’s participalion in the lives of their societies.

The United States must lead the way in fulfilling the Beijing
Platform for Action. This year welwill promote the political and legal
rights of women -- and we should ratify the Convention to Eliminate All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). We will also emphasizc
programs like USAID’s Girls’ and Women’s Education lnitiative, aimed at
increasing the number ot girls who complete primary school in countries

from India to Indonesia, from Guinea to Guatemala.

Our Women in Africa initiative is a good example of how we can
integrate these priorities into our foreign policy. Each of our
embassies in Africa is monitoring the follow-up to the Beijing
Conference. African women made a great contribution at Beijing, and so
it is appropriate that our embassics are working with African women to
make the biggest difference with our limited resources -- with projccts
as traditional as improving access to family planning or as cutting-edge
as improving NGO access to computers and communications. These projects
have a real possibility to 1ift the lives of Africans and advance key

objectives of American diplomacy.

The Beijing priorities reaffirm the conclusions of the Cairo
Conference on Population and Development. We are focusing on womer:’s
education and empowerment as we move forward to implement the Cairo

commitments. But our leadership to ensure access to safe, voluntary
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family planning services for millions of women and mcn is under attack by
many in Congress. I am deeply indebted to those on the platform who have
so strongly defended vur programs and requests for resources to carry

them out. I thank them for their cfforts.

On my trip to Latin Hmerica last week, I had the pleasure of meeting
some outstanding women and men who are providing free legal services to
over 700,000 pcople in Chile. I was struck by the leadership and support
of Chile’s Minister of Justice, Mrs. Soledad Alvear. Across South
America, the women who marched to restore democracy are foundiny
community conters and development banks. Their vision of justice for all
is a reminder that women’s participation and determination are

indispensable.

I am proud to say that this Administration has made good strides in
putting women in positions of power and prominence in American diplomacy
-- not enough, but many in high positions doing great work. And let me
acknowledge the efforts and excellence of the many here whu give American

diplomacy the face ot a woman every day. Thank you.

We are very fortunale to be joined today by severual members of
Congress, women whose work has furthered the cause of women’s equality
and women’s rights and kept these issues before Congress and before the

American people.
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KIMBLE PROVED HERSELF A LEADER AT THE BEIJING WOMEN’S CONFERENCE;
AND NANCY ELY-RAPHEL MADE A VITAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE SUCCESS OF
THE VIENNA CONFERENCE AND MORE RECENTLY THE DAYTON ACCORDS. BOTH
LYNN DAVIS AND JOAN SPERO ARE AMONG THE SECRETARY’S MOST TRUSTED
ADVISORS, WHILE PHYLLIS OAKLEY HAS BEEN A PILLAR OF STRENGTH ON
REFUGEE ISSUES, AND PRU BUSHNELL HAS SHOWN ENORMOUS LEADERSHIP ON
AFRICAN ISSUES.

THERE ARE MANY MORE OF YOU WHO ALSO DESERVE TO BE RECOGNIZED AS
WELL, WOMEN WHO STAND IN THE TRENCHES OF GOVERNMENT AND DO BATTLE
EVERY DAY FOR THE THINGS WE BELIEVE IN. BECAUSE WE DON’T HAVE JUST
A HANDFUL OF EXCEPTIONAL WOMEN HERE IN GOVERNMENT ANY MORE; WE'VE
GOT THOUSANDS OF THEM. IN EVERY OFFICE IN EVERY DEPARTMENT AND
AGENCY IN THIS GOVERNMENT, THERE ARE WOMEN MAKING BELIEVERS OF
THOSE WHO DOUBTED THEM BEFORE. THIS IS CHANGE.

IT'S A MBASURE OF YOUR ACHIEVEMENT THAT THIS CHANGE IS, I BELIEVE,
IRREVERSIBLE.

THAT DOESN’T MEAN THAT I THINK THE BATTLE TO ENSURE WOMEN’S RIGHTS
IS OVER IN THIS COUNTRY, THAT WOMEN HAVE ACHIEVED EQUALITY IN THE
WORKPLACE AND IN THEIR PAYCHECKS. THAT DOESN’T MEAN THAT WE HAVE
PUT AN END TO SEXUAL HARASSMENT, THAT WE ARE FREE TO WALK OUR
STREETS AT NIGHT, OR THAT THE FEAR OF VIOLENCE NO LONGER HAUNTS THE
DAILY LIVES OF MILLIONS. NOR DOES IT MEAN THAT THOSE WHO WOULD
TURN US AGAINST EACH OTHER, PITTING THOSE WHO STAY AT HOME TO RAISE
THEIR CHILDREN AGAINST THOSE WHO GO TO WORK, HAVE SUDDENLY SEEN THE
LIGHT. IT DOESN’'T MEAN THAT THE GLASS CEILING IS SHATTERED OR THAT
EVERY DEADBEAT DAD IS PRYING FOR HIS CHILDREN NOW. IT DOESN’T EVEN
MEAN THAT WE, AS A SOCIETY, UNDERSTAND WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A WOMAN
TODAY, WHAT IT MEANS TO WALK A TIGHETROPE BETWEEN FAMILY AND THE
WORK PLACE, AT A TIME WHEN SO MUCH IS CHANGING AND YET SO LITTLE.

NO, BUT I'M OPTIMISTIC BECAUSR THERE IS A COURSE TO HISTORY. HOW
MANY WOMEN WORKED HERE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT A GENERATION AGO --
NOT JUST IN SECRETARIAL POSITIONS -- WOMEN HAVE ALWAYS FILLED THOSE
SPOTS -- BUT AS ANALYSTS, OFFICE DIRECTORS, DESK OFFICERS? THERE
WAS ELEANOR DULLES, A SPECIALIST IN GBERMAN AFPFAIRS -- WHOSE BROTHER
JUST HAPPENED TO BE SECRETARY OF STATE -- AND WHO ELSE? NOT MANY..
LOOK AT YOUR NUMBERS NOW. WHO AMONG YOU THINRS WE’RE EVER GOING
BACK?

I'M OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE FUIURE BECAUSE I AM CONVINCED THAT THE
DOORS OF OPPORTUNITY WHICH WE HAVE OPENED WILL NEVER AGAIN BE
CLOSED. THE GAINS WE HAVE ACHIEVED WILL BE BUILT ON -- NOT ONLY IN
THE STATE DEPARTMENT, BUT 1IN CONGRESS AND IN ‘THE STATE
LEGISLATURES, ON WALL STREET AND IN SILICONE VALLEY, IN THE
BOARDROOMS, THE NEWSROOMS AND THE CLASSROOMS OF OUR GREAT
UNIVERSITIES, IN THE SCIENCE LABS AND IN SPACE AND WHEREVER THE
NEXT CHAPTERS OF OUR HISTORY ARE BEING WRITTEN.

IT WILL BE TOUGH. EVERY STEP OF THE WAY WILL BE CONTESTED. POWER

2



' 03/08/96 17:47 202 647 0753
\ s . 9008

IS ALWAYS CONTESTED.

BUT I‘M OPTIMISTIC FOR ANOTHER REASON. 1IN 1884, WHEN I WAS RUNNING
FOR VICE PRESIDENT, THE CAMPAIGN HAD ME SHY AWAY FROM

EMPHASTIZING WOMEN'’S ISSUES. I DIDN’T HAVE TO PROVE TO ANYONE WHERE
I STOOD ON EQUITY FOR WOMEN. I HAD TO CONVINCE "THE GUYS" THAT I
HAD THE COURAGE AND THE INTELLIGENCE TO RUN THE COUNTRY. BUT IT
DIDN’T MAKE SENSE. BOW CAN A WOMAN NOT ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF WOMEN?
AND SO IN LATE OCTOBER, RIGHT BEFORE THE ELECTION, I GAVE MY ONE
AND ONLY WOMEN’S SPEECH. IT ADDRESSED EVERY ISSUE WE CARE ABOUT
AND HAVE POUGHT FOR OVER THE LAST DOZEN YEARS. I WAS CONCERNED
THAT SOMEHOW THE MESSAGE WOULD BE LOST IF WE DIDN’T BRING IN THE
OTHER HALF OF THE POPULATION, AND SO I SAID: - "I AM NOT ONLY
SPEAKING TO WOMEN HERE TONIGHT. EVERY MAN IS DIMINISHED WHEN HIS
DAUGHTER IS DENIED A FAIR CHANCE; EVERY SON IS A VICTIM WHEN HIS
MOTHER IS DENIED FAIR PAY."

THOSE ARE THE SAME POINTS WE MAKE WHEN WE DISCUSS WOMEN’S RIGHTS AS
HUMAN RIGHTS AS THE FIRST LADY DID SO ELOQUENTLY IN BEIJING.
ALLOWING WOMEN FULL PARTICIPATION IN SOCIETY BENEFITS NOT JUST
THEM, BUT SOCIETY AS A WHOLE.

MANY OF YOU PARTICIPATED IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER TO THE EFFORT WHICH

MADE THE BEIJING WOMEN'S CONFBRENCE SUCH A SUCCESS. I Was
PRIVILEGED TO BE PART OF THE DELSGATION. IT WAS ONE OF THE MOST
FASCINATING AND EXHILARATING EVENTS I‘VE EVER ATTENDED. THE

PLATFORM FOR ACTION WE ADOPTED COMMITS THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD TO
HALTING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, PROTECTING THEIR RIGHTS TO FREE
SPEECH, HEALTH AND EDUCATION, AND ESTABLISHING A HIGHER STANDARD OF.
RESPECT FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS THAN EVER BEFORE IN HBISTORY.

THIS, IN ITSELF, IS QUITE AN ACEIEVEMENT. BUT I DON’T THINK THAT
WE WILL HAVE DONE OUR JOB UNTIL THE STANDARD WE SET IS MET -- AND
NOT JUST IN AMERICA, BUT EVERYWHEERE. AND THAT WILL TAKE A LOT OF
WORK ON THE PART OF ALL OF US WHO CARE ABOUT WOMEN AND HUMAN
RIGHTS. POR WE ALL KNOW HOW EASY IT IS FOR SOME NATIONS TO AGREE
TO INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS ONE MOMENT THEN FORGET THEM ENTIRELY THE
NBXT. SO WILL IT BE WITH THE BEBIJING PLATFORM IF YOU AND I RELAX
OR FOCUS TOO NARROWLY ON OURSELVES.

IT IS THE SPECIAL FATE OF AMERICA TO BE THE PARTICULAR CHAMPION OF
HUMAN LIBERTY. IT IS NOT ALWAYS AN EASY BURDEN TO LIVE WITH.
WHETHER WE LIKE IT OR NOT, THE HOPES OF MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF
PEOPLE ACROSS THE WORLD REST ON OUR SHOULDERS. AND WE KNOW WHY:
WHEN THE REST OF THE WORLD HAS PROVEN ITSELF INCAPABLE OR UNWILLING
TO LEAD, THE UNITED STATES HAS ACCEPTED THE CHALLENGE.

IT TOOK TWO GENERATIONS OF SACRIPICE TO WIN THE COLD WAR AND BRING
THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY AND FREEDOM TO A HUNDRED MILLION PEOPLE.
AND NOW, IN BOSNIA, IN HAITI AND IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THE EYES OF
THE VICTIMS ARE TURNED TO WASHINGTON AGAIN. THERE ARE JOBS WHICH
ONLY WE CAN DO. NOT THAT WE CAN DO THEM ALL, OR THAT WE CAN ALWAYS

3
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DO THEM BY OURSELVES. BUT THE FACT IS, WE ARE DIFFERENT; WE ARE A
CATALYST. WHEN WE ACT, OTHERS FOLLOW.

SO IT IS WITH HUMAN RIGHTS. THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN LEADING FOR
OVER TWO HUNDRED YEARS. THAT’S AS IT SHOULD BE. LEADERSHIP IN
HUMAN RIGHTS IS A BURDEN WE EMBRACE IN THIS BUILDING, IN THIS
ADMINISTRATION, AND IN HUNDREDS OF PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS AND
ORGANIZATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

THAT’S WHY I'M LOOKING FORWARD TO HEADING BACK TO GENEVA NEXT WEEK
FOR THE MEETING OF THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. THERE WILIL BE
A LOT ON OUR PLATE THERE -- CHINA, BOSNIA, CUBA AND THE MIDDLE
EAST. BUT DESPITE ALL THAT, YOU CAN BE SURE THAT NO DELEGATION IS
GOING TO BE MORE ACTIVE IN THE DEFENSE OF WOMEN‘S RIGHTS THAN WE
WILL.

HUMAN RIGHTS ARE UNIVERSAL, BUT THEY'RE ALSO AMERICAN THROUGH AND
THROUGH. THEY'RE AS OLD AS THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, AS NEW
AS THIS WEEK’S HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS. DESPITE OUR LAPSES, OUR
INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES ARE GROUNDED IN A GENUINE BELIRF THAT THE
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS WE CHERISH BELONG TO EVERYONE. AND THAT GIVES
US A STRENGTH MOST OTHER NATIONS LACK.

THAT IS WHY I THINK THAT ULTIMATEBLY OUR VIEWS ON HUMAN RIGHTS WILL
PREVAIL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. ONE DAY THE STANDARD WE FIRST SET IN
OUR OWN INSTITUTIONS AND THEN HELPED ESTABLISH IN THE INTERNATIONAL
ARENA WILL BECOME THE ONE BY WHICH ALL COUNTRIES JUDGE THEMSELVES.

OUR JOB, THEN, IS TO TAKE THAT VOICE AND AMPLIFY IT, TO USE THE
POWER OF OUR INSTITUTIONS AND THE STRENGTH OF OUR PEOPLE, PEOPLE
I.IRE YOU TO HOLD THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD -- OUR OWN INCLUDED --
ACCOUNTARLE TO THE STANDARDS WR HAVE SET FOR OURSELVES SO MANY
TIMES -- WHETHER IN THE BILL OF RIGHTS, THE U.N. CHARTER OR THE
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS -- OR MORE RBCENTLY IN THE
VIENNA DECLARATION, THE BEIJING PLATFORM AND OUR 1996 HUMAN RIGHTS
REPORTS.

OF COURSE, SOME GOVERNMENTS WON’T BE DISSEMINATING OUR REPORTS THIS
WEEK. THEY‘LL BE DOING THEIR BEST TO SILENCE THEM. THEY MAY
SUCCEED IN THE SHORT TERM. THRY MAY JAM THE VOICE OF AMERICA.
THEY MAY CENSOR THEIR NEWSPAPERS, LOCK THEIR DISSIDENTS IN DISTANT
JAILS. THEY MAY OPPOSE US AT .TEE UNITED NATIONS AND AT THE HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION. THEY MAY BLUSTER AND RAGE AND OBFUSCATE. BUT
TIME IS NO LONGER ON THEIR SIDE. EVENTULALLY, WITH MODERN
TELECOMMUNICATIONS THE TRUTH WILL FIND ITS WAY TO EVEN THE MOST
REMOTE OUTPOST OF INJUSTICE. THEY ARE GOING TO FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE

TO KILL IDEAS WHICH JUST WON‘T DIE, IDEAS LIKE FREEDOM, JUSTICE AND
EQUALITY .

WE ONLY HAVE TO LOOR AT BOSNIA OR BAGHDAD, TO CUBA OR CHECHNYA OR
THE DESPERATE REFUGEE CAMPS IN SUDAN, TANZANIA AND ZAIRE TO SEE HOW
FAR WE HAVE TO GO. FOR IF WOMSN’'S RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS AND

4
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HUMAN RIGHTS ARE UNIVERSAL ~- AND ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD HAVE
AGREED THEY ARE -- THERE MUST COME A TIME WHEN THE RESPECT FOR
THESE RIGHTS BECOMES UNIVERSAL, TOO. THERE MUST COME A TIME WHEN
WORDS BECOME DEEDS, NOT JUST IN AMERICA, BUT IN EVERY HUT AND EVERY
HOME IN EVERY LAND.

YES, I THINK THAT TIME WILL COME. IT MAY NOT BE IN MY LIFETIME,
BUT IT WILL COME. THERE WILL BE A TIME WHEN THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD
WON’/T NEED TO PETITION THE POWERFUL FOR PROTECTION, WHEN "POOR™ AND.
"DEFENSELESS" WON’'T BE NAMES WE GIVE TO HALF A BILLION WOMEN.
THERE‘LL BE A TIME WHEN GIRLS ARE NOT LEFT TO STARVE UPON A
HILLSIDE BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT BORN BOYS; WHEN THEIR GENITALS ARE
NOT MUTILATED TO PLEASE SOME CRUEL, OUTDATED CUSTOM; WHEN THEY ARE
NOT VIOLATED IN THE NAME OF ETHNIC CLEANSING; WHEN GIRLS ARE NOT
SOLD INTO PROSTITUTION OUT OF FINANCIAL DESPERATION; WHEN THEY ARE
NOT BURNED BECAUSE THEIR DOWRIES ARE TOO SMALL OR THEIR HUSBANDS
DIED BEFORE THEM.

THERE WILL BE A TIME WHEN WOMEN WILL NOT BE EITHER THE VICTIMS OR
THE CAUSE OF OVERPOPULATION; WHEN TEEY WILL NOT BEAR EIGHT CHILDREN
IN THE HOPE THAT THREE MAY LIVE; WEEN THEY ARE NOT FORCED INTO
EARLY MARRIAGE; WHEN THEY WILL NOT LACK THE EDUCATION THEY NEED TO
BECOME PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS.

THERE WILL BE A TIME WHEN REFUGEE WOMEN WILL NOT SELL THEMSELVES
FOR FOOD; WHEN THEY WILL NOT BE RAPED BY MARAUDING SOLDIERS; WHEN
THEY WILL NOT BE TERRORIZED BECAUSE THEY COME FROM THE WRONG GROUP
OR THB WRONG. CITY OR BECAUSE THEY CHOSE THE WRONG TIME TO GATHER
FIREWOOD TO COOK THE FAMILY MEAL.

YES, THERE WILL BE A TIME FOR ALL OF THAT. THERE'LL BE A TIME WHEN
THE WOMEN OF AMERICA CAN WALK THE STREETS OF OUR CITIES AND NOT
KNOW FEAR. THERE'’LL BE A TIME WHEN THE LIFE OF A GHETTO GIRL WILL
MEAN AS MUCH AS ONE IN THE WEALTHY SUBURBS; WHEN COMPARABLE WORK
WILL MEAN COMPARABLE PAY; AND WHEN WE CAN LOOK OUT ACROSS ANY
MEETING ROOM IN ANY COUNTY OF THIS COUNTRY AND SEE AS MANY WOMEN
THERE AS MEN.

BUT THAT IS SOME TIME OFF. UNTIL THEN, VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WILL
REMAIN A THREAD THAT KNITS THE WORLD’S RICH AND POOR TOGETHER. NO
NATION IS IMMUNE. THIS IS NOT A PROBLEM OF THE DEVELOPED OR
DEVELOPING WORLD. IT IS NOT AFRICAN OR ASIAN OR AMERICAN ALONE.
IT IS UNIVERSAL. IT IS OUR PROBLEM; IT IS EVERY NATION'S PROBLEM,
AND SO IT WILL REMAIN UNTIL WOMEN TAKE THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE
ALONGSIDE MEN, IN ALL STRATA AND AT ALL LEVELS OF SOCIETY. FOR
VIOLENCE IS A REFLECTION OF SECOND-CLASS STATUS.

AND SO AS I LOOK AROUND ME HERE AND SEE SO MANY EXAMPLES OF WHAT
THIS COUNTRY CAN PRODUCE WHEN IT NURTURBS ITS GIRLS AS WELL AS
BOYS, I CAN’'T HELP BUT FEEL PRIDE THAT WE WOMEN HAVE BEGUN TO FORCE
HISTORY TO MARCH FORWARD. BUT TIME HAS CAUGHT US IN MID-STEP. OUR
WORK, THE WORK OF EVERYBODY HERE TODAY -- MEN AND WOMEN -- IS BUT

5
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HATLF-DONE.

AND YET I CANNOT THINK OF A MORE EXCITING TIME TO BE ALIVE. THERE
IS SO MUCH TO DO AND SO MANY TALENTED PEOPLE LIKE YOU TO DO IT.
WOMEN, NOT JUST HERE IN AMERICA, BUT EVERYWHERE, ARE ON THE MOVE,
BRUSHING ASIDE THE OBSTACLES, DEFENDING OUR INTERESTS, OUR FAMILIES
AND OUR VALUES. WOMEN‘'S RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS.

IT'S BEEN A LONG TIME IN COMING, BUT I CAN FEEL THE SWEEP OF
HISTORY NOW. IT’S IN THIS ROOM AND IN THIS COUNTRY. AND IT WON’T
STOP HERE. ONE DAY THE PULSE OF FREEDOM AND HUMAN DIGNITY WILL
BEAT IN EVERY WOMAN’S HEART, NOT JUST IN AMERICA, AND NOT JUST ON
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN‘S DAY, BUT IN EVERY VILLAGE AND IN EVERY NATION
OF THE WORLD EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR. IT MAY NOT HAPPEN SOON, BUT I
KNOW THAT WITH ALL OF US WORKING TOGETHER, ITS TIME IS SURE TO
COME.

THANK YOU.
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Audience: dozens of delegation heads and Perm Reps (snore) T #
American NGOs (no idea how many since most are not bere for the entire
two week period.) 3
maybe some magazine folks TR
maybe some New York feminist glitterati :
0 The First Lady asked that I send along her best wishes to the representatives to the

Commission on the Status of Women and to the representatives of non-governmental
organizations attending this Commission meeting.. She continues to be committed to bringing

Beijing to American women through her work as Honorary Chair of the President’s Interagency
Council on Women.

o The work you arc all doing here this week and next is crucial to the follow-up work to
Beijing that is going on all around the world.

o We are very fortunate that Linda Tarr-Whelan agreed to serve as our new Representative
to the Commission. Americans are well-served by the experience she brings as an NGO and a
member of our delegation to Bejjing.

0 US participation in the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing was a great
success - in large part due to the contribution of the thousands of American women and men who
were determined that this Conference would identify solutions for each every challenge women
and girls face and devise strategies to promote stronger families, communitics and societies.

0 As the President’s Council implements the Platform for Action at the federal government
level, its efforts have been enhanced by the continuing parmership with the nongovernment
community. This parmership brought us to Beijing and will continue to move us along as we
work to institutional changes to better the lives of American women and girls.

o The President’s Council is hard at work, operating out of the White House. With the
leadership of Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna Shalala and the expertise and
energy of senior officials from all across the federal government, the Council is mecting the
commitments Ambassador Albright announced at the Conference and developing new

commitments to ensure that women get a fair shake when the US government develops its
policies. :

0 We realize that something profound happened in Beijing and that it inspired not only the
women and men who attended but those at homc also. There is an energy and a desire to get
involved, particularly among young women. We are hopeful that the work of the Commission
will benefit from this renewed commitment and that we will soon be able to offer young girls
around the world a futrue where equality, opportunity, and security enable them to do their best.

TOTAL P.82
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Thank you Madame Chair. The United States delegation
congratulates you in your new role as chairperson of the Bureau
and also congratulate the other members of the Bureau. We wish
you all success and pledge our support.

This could not be a more critical session of the Commission
on the Status of Women. The events of the past year have brought
us to a turning point. We arrive here empowered by the great
success of the Fourth World Conference on Women and the content
of its Platform for Action; inspired by the breadth and depth of
the NGO Forum and the force of the NGOs themselves; and in a
spirit of renewal and rededication that the celebration of the
United Nations 50th anniversary occasioned.

And we enter the new year with two new appointments at the
United Nations that give us strong encouragement. The designation:
by the Secretary General of Rosario Green as coordinator of all
women's issues in the UN system and the appointment of Angela
King as director of the Division for the Advancement of Women
come as good news. They are women of great ability and
reputation. We place our confidence in them without reservation.
We wish them every success and we stand ready to offer them our
agsistance,

We must take advantage of this moment and seize the
momentum. We have reached consensus. Now is not the time to re-
discuss those toplcs where our discussions and negotiations led
us to thig point. Now we have a different and difficult task. It
is time for the members of the CSW to raise the guestions and
work together to find the answers that will enable the CSW to

meet the goals of the Beijing Platform for the equality of women
and girls in the next century.

What is our vision for the CSW? Specifically what is our
vision for its role within the UN system; with governments in
implementing the Platform?
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-The United States strongly supports the agreements we
reached at the Fourth World Conference and later in the General
Assembly, that the Commission must have:

o a clear mandate;

0 a central role in monitoring implementation of the
Platform, although primary responsibility for
implementation rests with governments themselves;
and,

o a catalytic role in implementation of the Platform for
Action within the UN
system;

o a cooperative and coordinated working relationship with
the related commissions of the BEconomic and Social Council
that constitutes synergy;

o and a catalytic role in mainstreaming a gender perspective
in UN activities; and in ensuring that women and women's
issues are fully integrated into the mainstream of
society and all its institutions.

This is hard work, but the four world conferences on women
that have been held since 1975 have paved the way. At Beijing
governments recognized women's issues as legitimate concerns of
nationg. And, as the Platform for Action makes clear, the world
now recognizes that all its issues have an impact, and are of
concern, to women.

Twenty years of organizing, advocating, gathering and
analyzing data, discussing and working together came to fruition
in Beijing: women as equal partners and decision makers in the
political and economic spheres; men as equal partners in family
life transcended individual issues. No longer are women simply
victims of oppression but activists for change. Beneficiaries of
programs are instead becoming constituents of civil society.
Women have become a political force and they are claiming their
place in creating equality, development and peace.

As it ig for the United Nations, so it 1is for the United
States. My country is very serious about the implementation of
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and about
fulfilling our particular commitments announced at Beijing. For
the firgt time, the United States has created a formal mechanism
especially for implementation and follow-up.

On the eve of the Fourth World Conference, President Clinton
announced the establishment of the "President's Interagency
Council on Women" to, in the President's words, "make sure that
all the effort and good ideas actually get implemented when we
get'back home."
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We are proud to say that the Council is 1n operation, and
that it operates out of the White House; that a member of the
President's Cabinet, Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna
Shalala, who was a part of the leadership of our delegation to
Beijing, chairs the Council. And we are especially happy to have
the strong support of the First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, who

is honorary chair of the Council, just as she was of the U.S.
delegation.

Time is short and the task before us great. The United
States is determined to waste no time and the President's Council
has begun the work of implementation now. It is our goal to
institutionalize as much change as possible.

As we proceed with thig work of implementation, the
Council's members, all of whom are high level representatives of
all government agencies and many of whom were delegates to
Beijing, axe overseeing implementation for their individual
agencies.

Fortunately we are not starting from ground zero. In many
respects our laws and practices already meet the standards set
forth in the Platform for Action.

But failings, shortcomings and discrimination persist.
Poverty is a reality for too many. Violence against women
continues at high levels. Life can and should be better for women
in our country, especially those women facing additional forms of
discrimination beyond those that all women share. The U.S.
government has a firm policy of non-discrimination. And we must
be able to offer our girls a future where equality, opportunity
and security enable them to be their best.

A8 we now work to implement the Platform, we continue to
look to women in non-governmental organizations to help us define
the problems and find solutions and to hold their government
accountable. We will work in partnership and, as recommended in
the Platform, take joint responsibility for the work of
implementation.

As many of you will remember, the United States took the
position at the Fourth World Conference, and at the preparatory
conferences, that implementation must be done within existing
resources, through refocusing, reordering priorities, thinking
creatively. This is hard to do. :
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participants in the drafting session of the optional protocol
during this session.

In the meantime NGOs in the United States, many of whom have
worked for the past 10 years for CEDAW's adoption, have, K begun a
massive campaign with two strategies. They seek to create
widespread grassroots support for CEDAW through public education,
showing Americans, especially American women, in conc¢rete terms
why CEDAW is important for the U.S. not only diplomatically but
to American women at home. They intend also to work for
governmental and institutional support, urging universities,
other institutions, and state and municipal legislatures to
n"adopt" or endorse CEDAW.

Whether it is ratification of CEDAW, action on a particular
issue or the entire Platform, one phenomenon continues to astound
us. There have been hundreds, and probably thousands of post-
Beijing events across the United States. This is not a government
effort but a community and grassroots effort. "Bringing Beijing
Home, " and "Beijing and Beyond" have become commonplace phrases
in'cities and towns from Tacoma, Washington to Atlanta, Georgia,
from San Antonio, Texas to Poughkeepsie, New York. With the
Platform as its model, a coalition of women's groups in
Pittsburgh, Pa. is at work on the "Pittsburgh Plan of Action."
This week leaders in Colorado and Massachusetts unveiled state
plans. And in Louisville, Kentucky a group of middle school
students put on a post-Beijing event for 300 young people, and
the boys in the group led the workshop on the image of women in
the media.

In short, we realize that something profound happened in
Beijing and it inspired not only the women who attended but those
at home also. There is an energy, and a desire to get involved
and get to work on these issues that renews our hope and
confidence in the future. We think the United States is not alone
in this. And that is why we are so hopeful about this meeting of
CSW and the future of the Commission and we look forward to
joining in the dialogue on the three agenda items of poverty,
women and the media and child and dependent care.

How can the Commission on the Status of Women help the
United Nations and individual states to implement the Platform
for Action? How can it ensure that its most difficult task is
accomplished -- the equality of women and their integration into
the mainstream of society? In a spirit of goodwill and
cooperation we muast fix our gaze on the future and plan together
how we can do things better to move humanity towards our goal of
equality, development and peace.

x % * *x
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 1, 1996

PRESIDENT CLINTON NAMES LINDA TARR-WHELAN TO BE
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO THE
UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

President Clinton today appointed Linda Jane Zack Tarr-Whelan
of Virginia as U.S. Representative to the United Nations Commission
on the Status of Women. 3 //,_{

Ms. Tarr-Whelan has had 25 years of public policy experience as
an advocate and government official in the areas of health care, M V.-
employment, economic development, education and women's issnesi She
bas been President and Chief Executive Officer of the Center for
Policy Alternatives since 1986. In addition, she has served as
deputy assistant to the President for Women's Concerns in the Carter F %/{
White ouse, director of government relations for the National
Education Association, administrative director of the New York State &
Department of Labor, and director of program development for the /k
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees. f' ;s
a“’ bj

Ms. Tarr-Whelan is a founder of the Coalition of Labor Unj

Women and the Center for Women in Government. As apablic mem “y‘o‘
the U.S. delegation to the United Nation's Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beumg, China, she has participated in the UN Preparatory \u‘J

Committees in 1994 and 1995 and in the Vienna Regional Meeting in
1994. Ms. Tarr-Whelan has published numerous articles and is the
recent recipient of the Women Executives in State Government
"Breaking the Glass Ceiling" Award.
































