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Dear Melanne:

Many thanks for taking my call from Evanston, [llinois, last Friday regarding the Administration’s FY
2000 request for UNICEF. [ hope you don’t mind my writing this follow-up note, but I am a bit anxious
as the budget request process is about to conclude.

As we discussed, this year’s request is particularly important to UNICEF as the Ycar 2000 will mark
simultaneously the decade anniversary of the World Summit for Children, the end of Carol Bellamy’s
first term as Executive Director of UNICEF and hopefully, the beginning of her second term. Wec very
much hope that for the first time in many years (for the first time for this very supportive Administration
as well) the President’s request for UNICEF will bc at least slightly greater than the previous
Congressional appropriation. For FY 1999, UNICEF will receive a $105 million, a $%, $5 million
increase for the first time in seven years, UNICEF will use these additional resources to maintain a good
pace toward progress on the Summit’s goals and continuing internal reform of UNICEF.

Up 1o quite recently, we have received positive signals froin State regarding the prospects for a ,S,ﬁjh[
increase in the FY 2000 request — say $107 or $108 mullion. Coming so early in the year, evena modest
increase by the U.S, would be most helpful and would energize our other donors to consider doing the
same. The U.S, often leads the way in this regard. However, [ Icarned last week thar the prospects for an
increase could be dimming. I can appreciate the 150 Account’s budget problems having fought that
good fight while at USAID. Given the modesty of our request, we hope that it can be accommodated
neverthelcess. T was bouyed by your comument about Administration’s efforts o increase the account to
solve the crunch this year. I would very much like to know whether thesc efforts were able to protect
UNICEF’s request.

Please let me know if there is anything I can do further on this. And, many thanks.

Warmest regards,

Sincerely,

QM)

Alejandro J. Palacios

Ms. Melanne Verveer

Chief of Staff

Office of the First Lady

Room 100, Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20500












