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Mrs. ffill�ry Rodhom Clinton 
'rhe White BOl.tSB 
Washington, oc 20500 

Otar Mrs. Clint.rm, 

Let mo take this opportuni�y to tell you once oy�ln 
how delighted we aTe that you hove agreed to oorve �i; 
the Honorary National Chair of the U,;\. �nmmittee tor 
UN1CEF's 50th Anniversary committ��. 

As promised, I would liKe to provus� som� sp8cifie 
activiti�s tor your involvement in the 50th Anniversary 
oelnbratiortg. 

You ara most likely a�are that N�ncy Prager-Kamel 
hl'- been in touch \i,lith Melanne veveer in youc utfice to 
di�cuss U1e poteibjlity of holding a pre�; conferanc.8 &t 
the WhitG Hou•e in January of 19�b. Because o! the 
axcitement g�•���ted by your role as Honorary National 
Choi� of tho U.S. CommittaQ'i �0th Ann1versary 
Commi t.t.f!e, we teel tht1t the White llousa is tho beet

possible venue for the pr��c co�ferP.nc�. This Qvent 
would help to lAunch the U,S. Cu11uuittee for UNICEF'o 
50th Anniversary CMpaign �nd cctt thi;i stege for your 
involvement over the two-yP.Ar period. 

As Jonuary ic the ,tart of thP. annlversaxy 
carl\paiQn, we would hope that. yo1.1 might ho .!lvailable 
tvwa�ds the beginning of the month, but will, of course, 
5chedula the pres a couterence at you1· conven j ence, If, 
tor any rH�son, it ia not feasible to hold a proas 
conference at the WhitR �ouse, we would ask t.hot you 
consider participatiny in it similcr event ch,owh.er� ir. 
Wa:sh1.ngto» that meets your apprnv�l. and accommodates 
your schedule. 

On Saturday, Febrnary 24, 1996, U1e u.�. committ.ce 
!or UNICEF is sponsoring a family concP.rt to be held at
the W&rner Th�a.trr. in Washington, o.c. A� you kno�,
Nancy M, rolq�r, o boa,d �effiber of thG U.S. r.�mmit.t.Ao
for UNICEF, is chairing this event �nd has ol�eady
raquP.ited you� presence at the ' SOth Annivers�ry Salute
LO UNlCllP'1 concert.

-more­

fvery Chtld l, Our Cliil,i. 
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In addition, tha u.s. committee fu1· UNICF:F and UNIC!F 
hope to collaborate with the International Olympic Coll'lmittec 
to support the ancient tradition of an ''Olympic Truce� during 
the period that the Olympic Gamea are beld in Atlanta, 
betw&en July 19 through August 4. During this t1me, UNicsr

will accelerate its programs for children in countries 
experiencino civil strife and othAr forms of armed conflict. 
such humanjtarian programs have often helped to bring about 
the Qu&pan■ icn of hostilities, so that mass immunization 
campaign& CMn ha conducted and medicines and clean water, 
among oth•� esse�ti�l 5ervices, can be delivered to those 
children jn urgent ne•d-

Whilo Qpecific plan9 are ctill being fo�malizAd for our 
involvement in the Atlanta Olympicg, we would hA h�nored if 
you might consider joining our effort• to holp promot� �ha 
u.s. Committee•� oducation, advooaey, Dnd fund�aisin9
activitie• for the Olympic oampai9n. Clearly, an a&,ociation
wilh the Olympic• preeents a wonderful opportunity to focus 
wu,·ld\lfide attention on UNICEF', offortie to help million11 of 
child��n in w�t �ones, 

Nancy l'rager ... Kttmel hc11 also info1-rnod us that you plan to

visit South America this fall, Once your t�avel plans h&vc 
been oontinnect, porhapc �e con dis�us� the possibility of 
arranging £01.· you to vi111t a UNICEF program in Llu: i-egion,
•.c ---'- . ._.,r.a: :_ ..... c ..... ,._," ... .. "'" 10�mo "'• r·an n\1111 "' 
Aeocuate. vi�it ot vour �Clr.l.i.o,t �onvenionoe, hopefully to one 
of tho e1gnt coro countries throuonour: Arrica, As1n, Litu,.&.11

Arlloric& and tho ca�ibbaan where thA u.s. Convnittee has m�de a 
�i9nifie�nt financial commitment over thP. nAxt three years. 
Thit would 4llow you to •e• how funding from thP. United 
States public help, to c�pport UNlCEF's pro�r�m� for chlldren 
ond women thro"'ghout tho developin9 world. 

ln addition to the eventt deecribod abov�, other 50th 
Anniversary activities �ill d&velop over time, and we hope 
that you mi9ht t,� involved in acme of thc:ic functions �$ 
appropriate. 

-more•
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Mr1. Clinton, on behalf of the Bo�rd of DirRctors, staff, and 
volunteers o! thi= U,S, Committee tor UNICRP, Lhonk you again for 
your invaluable support, 

I look forward to discussing thw�e idea! with you in tho neer

future. 

Beat w1shea. 

GCIHns1 

eci nugh oo...,no 
Nancy Pr�ger-K��el 
Noncy M, Folgor 

Gwendolyn Colv�rt Baker 
Preoidcnt and CEO 
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BODY:
MRS. CLINTON: (Applause.) Welcome. Please be seated.
We're so pleased you could be here, especially during this season, which in many 
ways is a season of hope and a season of children. It is exciting for the president and 
every member of this administration, some of whom are here with us today, to be 
able to hold this event in our White House during the Christmas season. 
We are trying very hard in our country to help our children. It is one of the reasons 
why the administration and so many members of Congress are working to rebuild 
America, to reform our health care system so that the 9 million American children 
who are now uninsured will have health security, to give all of our children not only 
health security but physical security so they can play on the streets in front of their 
homes, go to the parks, go to school without fear. We have always had a 
commitment to children in our country, but it is one that we now need to reaffirm 
and strengthen.
But the American commitment to children does not end at our own borders. Our 
commitment for a healthy, safe childhood holds true for children everywhere, and 
together we must -- again, especially in this season -- work to ensure that children all 
over the world have a chance to see their own dreams come true. It gives me 
particular pleasure to introduce the truly remarkable man who has led UNICEF for 
the last 15 years. In Jim Grant's 50 years of international service, he has extended his 
passionate and infectious enthusiasm for children to every capital and corner of the 
globe, whether it has been promoting childhood immunization and education or 
making it clear that a 5-cent package of life-saving salt and sugar for children 
threatened by fatal dehydration was there for the asking. He has helped focus global 
attention on the enormous potential of all of our children, and by doing so, has 
helped to redefine what we mean when we talk about global development, peace and 
prosperity. He also challenges us with practical steps we can all take to assure the



laughter and humor and love. And so there is a lesson not only in what he has done

malnourish so many millions of our world's children, has been cut almost in half in

lifetime, Mr. President, has there been such a momentum of change for children. It is

over lot) ot the woria s presiaems ana piune nave
governments to achieving measurable goals for the year 2000 — to control the major 

j tn halving child malnutrition, to making sure

tragedies that we read about in our newspapers - from Sarajevo, from Somalia -- 
which almost daily provoke our sorrow and our anger, there is quieter but equally

well-being of children, reminding us on a daily basis that we must do what is doable 
for our children. Anyone who knows Jim Grant knows what it means to be 
committed but also knows how rare it is to be able to combine that commitment with 
laughter and humor and love. And so there is a lesson not only in what he has done 
in his leadership of UNICEF but in the example he has given to all of us as to what 

public service really means.
Please join me in welcoming Jim Grant. (Applause.)
MR. GRANT: (Applause.) Please. Mr. President, Mrs. Clinton, friends - and I really 
should say colleagues, this audience is full of colleagues - and fellow conspirators, if 
I may. Thank you, Mrs. Clinton, for your very gracious introduction, overly kind. 
Mr. President, it’s my privilege to present this report to you at a time when 
something quite extraordinary is happening in the world, for in the midst of all the 

important good news to report.
Let me report to you today that the war on the great diseases of childhood, the 
diseases and disabilities which stunt the development of peoples and of nations, is a 
war that is being won. The evidence is here in this report. The toll of measles, 
tetanus, diarrheal disease, polio, whooping cough, these diseases that kill, maim and 
malnourish so many millions of our world's children, has been cut almost in half in 
the last few years. Some 4 million child lives are now being saved each year because 
of these programs. And in addition, Mr. President, there are today more than 3 
million children who are running and playing normally but who would have been 
crippled by polio were it not for the advances that we have seen in recent years. 
Given determined leadership, Mr. President, I have no doubt at all that we can now 
turn this momentum into a final offensive against some of the most serious threats to 
the lives, the health, and the normal growth of the world's children. Not in my

a momentum of practical achievement, as I’ve just documented, and it is a 
momentum of political commitment Since the 1990 World Summit for Children, 
over 150 of the world's presidents and prime ministers have pledged their 
governments to achieving measurable goals for the year 2000 — to control the major 
childhood diseases, to eradicate polio, to halving child malnutrition, to making sure 
that virtually very child has a basic education, and to make family planning services 
available to all who need them. Now, those leaders have also agreed to specific goals 
for the mid-decade, by December 1995. If those 1995 goals are achieved, Mr. 
President, it would mean that 2 million children that died in 1992 will not die in 
1996. It will wipe out the world's most important cause of mental impairment -- 
iodine deficiency. It will virtually end the Vitamin A deficiency that blinds a quarter 

of a million children every year.
And I want to express today my conviction that there's never been an opportunity 
like the one before us today. These goals are doable if - there are some ifs here - if 
the leaders of the industrialized world give their moral and material support to these 
commitments; if all of us put our muscle behind the wheel that is beginning to turn 
- there are groups like the Rotarians, the Kiwanis, the Jaycees who are putting up 
hundreds of millions of dollars; if we give these commitments the same kind of



encouragement that has been shown to Gorbachev and Yeltsin, to Mandela and de 
Klerk, and, most recently in these premises, to Rabin and Arafat
I think that what you did here increased by at least 100 percent the prospects of 
success of their agreement.
Mr. President, your administration has articulated better than any other in my 
lifetime the profound connection between the mental and physical development of 
children and the social and economic development of this great country. This report 
is premised on the global validity of that relationship: that the same applies globally. 
That is why its central message is that achieving the goals that have been agreed, 
doing what can now be done readily for the world's children is not just the greatest 
of humanitarian causes, but also the greatest of investments in the future of the 
human race.
Mr. President, what investment that would be in our common future. It's an 
investment in economic development; we saw that in East Asia. It's an investment in 
slowing population growth; I have seen no better articulation of the mix of why this 
happens than Vice President Gore has so effectively shown in lus book "Earth in the 
Balance" in protecting the environment and in promoting political stability within and 
between nations. None of the new democracies is going to long survive unless it can 
bring major benefits to the bottom half of its population, to its health and education 
of its children. Never has a greater human achievement beckoned our commitment. 
And never has a greater human investment invited our participation. 
In your September speech to the General Assembly, Mr. President, you said "We are 
compelled to do better by the world's children" and you called for a new 
commitment to that cause. As a contribution to that goal, it gives me great pleasure 
in the presence of so many distinguished colleagues — and I would call heroes for 
children of the world -- that are here a part of us to present to you the 1994 State of 
the World's Children Report to you personally, to the President of the United States. 
I do so in the hope that the advancement of these great goals for children of the 
world will become one of the defining achievements of your presidency and in the 
hope and with the confidence that you will offer the support and leadership of this 
great country to this great cause. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you very much. (Applause.) Thank you. (Applause.) 
Thank you very much. (Applause.) Thank you. (Applause.) Thank you. (Applause.) 
Thank you very much, Jim. Hillary and I are delighted to have you and so many of 
your friends from around America here today for the presentation of this report We 
especially appreciate the presence here, I see. Senator Leahy, Senator Sarbanes, and 
Congressman Obey. I don't know if Senator Dole and Congressman Porter are here, 
but I think they were coming. I am delighted to see, from the administration, Tim 
Wirth from the State Department, Secretary Shalala from HHS, our United Nations 
Ambassador Madeleine Albright, our Aid Administrator Brian Atwood, and the 
Surgeon General, Dr. Joycelyn Elders. And there are many other distinguished 
people here, but most of all I am glad to see the children here, for after all, we're here 
to celebrate a season filled with the joy of children and to remind ourselves that 
much of the work is still to be done.
James Agee once wrote, "In every child who is born^under no matter what 
circumstances, the potentiality of the human race is born again^an in him, too, our
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horror of error and of God."
We are here in part to note the outstanding work of the fine man who just spoke. Jim 
Grant and UNICEF are among the best friends any child could have. UNICEF was 
the driving force behind the historic world summit for children three years ago, when 
leaders of 150 nations met to define the goals for improving health and welfare of 
our children by the year 2000. Jim and UNICEF continue to see that all the rest of us 
do our part to make progress towards those goals. Today, with the annual State of 
the World's Children report, UNICEF lays down another marker for the rest of us. 
The U.S. Agency for International Development also releases its own report on child 
survival, and these impressive reports both mark the progress that has been made, as 
well as outlining what still we must do. They document, for example, that over the 
past decade, the international community has reduced the instances of some of the 
world's worst childhood diseases - measles, polio, and neonatal tetanus -- by over 
half, yet we have still so much to do.
Around the world, children suffer more than anyone else - from poverty, 
malnutrition, disease, environmental decay, and even armed conflict. Today and 
every day, in villages and neighborhoods around the globe, 30,000 children will die 
from malnutrition and preventable disease.
As Jim has noted, behind each of these statistics, there is a face, a family, a set of 
hopes and dreams, and a future that now will never be. And while the plight of 
children abroad is especially acute, we must never forget that poverty, hunger and 
disease are not strangers to our children here in the United States. One of every five 
of our children lives in poverty. By the time they're 15 years old, nearly one-third of 
our children in inner cities will have known someone who has died violently. 
One of my highest goals is to see that the next generation of our children grows up 
with more health, more security, more safety and more hope than those of this 
generation. That's one of the reasons why we worked so hard for the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, for the new crime bill, for the Brady bill, and perhaps most 
importantly, for universal health care coverage for all of our people. The first lady 
and Secretary Shalala and others are working on a health care reform plan that when 
enacted will provide complete preventive care and health security for over eight 
million American children that today are uninsured. We are working to boost the 
immunization rate of our 2-year-olds to 90 percent, striving to ensure adequate 
nutrition for all of our children, including full funding for the Women, Infants and 
Children feeding program, fighting the plague of violence against our children. 
We've committed, also, to improving the lives of children in other lands, not out of 
simple charity, but also out of prudence because investing in the children of the 
world can be the most cost effective way not only to relieve suffering, but to advance 
economies, to promote self-sufficiency, to promote democracy and to avert future 
conflicts. There have been times when the fight for the world's children seemed to 
be a losing one, but the children's summit and related events have transformed that 
frustration into hope. Our own nation can take pride in decades of our leadership, 
with bipartisan support here at home on behalf of worldwide efforts to improve 
children's health.
The continuing leadership of this nation is revealed in the work of the six health 

terrific responsibility toward%iuman life^ toward the utmost idea of goodness.



heroes we will honor here today and countless others like them. Building on their 
contributions and concentrating on the most cost-effective way of helping children, 
we're making great strides in areas like immunization and child nutrition. We're 
determined to build on this progress. Under the director -- excuse me — the direction 
of aid director, Brian Atwood, we propose an overhaul of our foreign assistance 
programs to reflect new times and new priorities. At the heart of this is a vision for 
sustainable development centered on human development, a vision that will help us 
to make progress in child health, population and environmental protection, a cause 
the vice president has done so much to advance. Working with UNICEF and other 
governmental and non-governmental organizations, we want to make those goals of 
the children's summit come true.
That's the best Christmas present we could give to the world. So today I call on 
Americans in private and public life to join with leaders in developing nations to 
help ensure that we do make tangible progress especially in three key areas: 
First, by the year 2000 we ought to set our sights on getting 90 percent of the world's 
children vaccinated from measles and on virtually eradicating polio as surely as the 
world eradicated smallpox decades ago.
Second, we should strive to give at least 80 percent of the world's children access to 
life-saving treatment for the world's two biggest childhood killers: diarrhea and 

pneumonia.
Third, on nutrition, the world can make enormous improvements through simple 
steps such as eliminating Vitamin A deficiency, which can be deadly, and by 
promoting more breast feeding for infants.
These are simple, low-cost strategies. They don't require space- age technology, they 
rely on basic medicines, inexpensive vaccines, drinkable water, access to family 
planning, and expanded educational opportunities, especially for women and girls. 
And we can afford to do our part in this effort because the financial burden will be 
shared among many nations.
If we let the world's children suffer, we know that in time we'll reap a bitter harvest 
of despair and desperation and violence. We know that when children grow up 
healthy and nurtured they're more likely to do better by their own children, they're 
more likely to become citizens and contributors, more likely to add to the global 
marketplace. This is how free societies and open markets evolve, how global 
progress happens, how future friends of the United States and these children will be 
created.
We still call this, I think constructively, the post-cold war era. The problem with that 
designation is it tells us where we've been but not where we're going. We have to 
chart a new path, channelling the remarkable forces at work in this era with a bold 
vision of what might be. Let us today commit that our children and the world's 
children will figure large in that vision, that the post- cold war era will instead be the 
world's era of peace and prosperity and humanity in which our minds and hearts 
work together to give all children a better life. Now I'd like to ask our six health 
heroes to step forward and to be recognized for the outstanding work they've done.

First, Dr. Gretchen Bergrin (sp). (Applause.) Being recognized for her lifelong 
commitment to the health of the world's children as a medical missionary and an 



innovator in community-based nutrition and primary health care. Thank you. DR. 
GRETCHEN BERGRIN (SP): Thank you very much. Merry Christmas. (Applause.) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Next, Dr. William Fagey (sp). (Applause.) For his long 
commitment to the health of the world's children, to his global leadership on 
immunization goals and the eradication of smallpox. (Applause.) God bless you. 

Thank you.
Dr. Norbert Herchelman (sp). (Applause.) For his distinguished career in public 
health and his leadership in demonstrating the value of oral rehydration therapy to 
save children's lives all around the world. Thank you so much. DR. NORBERT 
HERCHELMAN (SP): Thank you. Nice meeting you. (Applause.) PRESIDENT 
CLINTON: Dr. Donald Hopkins (sp). (Applause.) For his leadership in the global 
effort to eradicate Guinea worm and other diseases and to assure safe water and 
better sanitation to support children's health around the world. (Applause.) Thank 

you. (Applause.)
Patrice Gellis (sp). (Applause.) For her lifetime commitment to the world's children 
as a public health expert, promoting breast feeding and appropriate weaning foods 
and practices in the developing world. (Applause.) Thank you so much. (Applause.)

Dr. Carl E. Taylor (sp). (Applause.) For his sustained work around the world from 
India to Beijing, which has demonstrated key linkages among nutrition, family size, 
and other efforts in child survival. (Applause.) Thank you so much. (Applause.) 
MODERATOR: Ladies and gentlemen, the World Children Choir. (Applause.) MRS. 
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: I want to thank the choir for being with us and for 
sharing their voices and talents with us. I want to thank all of the children who were 
here, some of whom are in schools that have special relationships with UNICEF. 
And we particularly want to thank those who were honored here. They each in their 
own way have done so much to make it possible for us with a straight face to say 
that we are committed to the children of the world. But even more remains to be 
done. It would be unforgivable if we did not utilize and build upon the 
breakthroughs which many of the people here in this room have helped to make. It 
would be unforgivable if many millions of children should continue to die or be 
stunted in their growth, blinded, or learning impaired because the world has 
neglected to take care of their most basic needs. And it would be unforgivable if we 
in this country did not redouble our efforts to assure that the children in the richest 
and most blessed land on earth were not given all that they needed to be able to 
fulfill their God-given potentials. We believe that we will meet that challenge to our 
children here at home and do our part to lead and meet the challenge on behalf of 
children around the world. So in this season of hope and this season of children we 
want to recognize those who have already given a great deal. We want to 
acknowledge not only those whose names are known to us, but the million around 
the world who every day reach out to help a child, taking care of their own and their 
neighbor's children, building their neighborhoods and their villages. And there are 
manj’ Americans right here at home involved in this struggle as well as around the 

world
And r their sake, those who labor every day, but mostly for the sake of the children 
on vx ose behalf they labor, let us use this Christmas season really to mean what we 
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say and to be committed throughout the year every day to making life better for our 
children here and throughout the world. If that be our commitment, then by this 
time next year we will have gains to show for it and millions of children will be 
living better because of it. Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and let's work for our 
children. Thank you. (Applause.)
END
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In a brief section on the United States, the Report notes the 
significant setbacks in AmenhslH tfVit'MS’en's health and welfare
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to improving the health of world's 

In addition, we will use this
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Every December, UNICEF's annual State of the World's Children 
Report is released simultaneously in over 130 countries around 
the world. Customarily, Jim Grant, UNICEF's American Executive 
Director since 1980, launches the report jointly with a Head of 
State dedicated to international children's issues. These 
leaders have included: President Salinas, Prime Minister 
Mulroney, Prime Minister Thatcher, German President Von 
Weizscker, and President Rajiv Gandhi have provided their 

support.

This year's report emphasizes sustainable development and, in 
particular, the challenges to children posed by the combined 
effects of poverty, population growth, and environmental stress. 
The Report also highlights the considerable progress made by many 
developing nations in achieving the children's health and 
nutrition goals agreed at the UNICEF-sponsored 1990 World Summit 
for Children, including polio eradication and prevention of 
neonatal tetanus. It warns, however, that these gains are 
precarious and, in some instances, already slipping.

UNICEF (The United Nations Children's Fund) was established in
1946 to provide emergency assistance to children in war-torn 
Europe. In 1953, it became a permanent UN-affiliated 
organization dedicated to assisting developing countries enhance 
child health and welfare services. Today, UNICEF remains among 
the UN's most successful and effective organizations.

To enable UNICEF to present
Children Report and to take
Administration's commitment
children, both at home and abroad.
forum to celebrate the many American contributions to 
international child survival by honoring six distinguished 
physicians who have dedicated their lives to this effort. These 
themes will echo your broader concern to reform health care.
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contrast

Dr.

Dr.

that resulted from the domestic social policies of the 1980s. In 
contrast, the Report praises the Clinton Administration's policy 
objectives that "point to a new deal for American children.

YOUR REMARKS

"HEALTH HEROES"

In addition, at this ceremony, we will honor six American "health 
heroes" who represent the tremendous contributions that many 
Americans have made for generations to improving the health of 
the world's children. At the close of your remarks, you will 
introduce each of them individually and the First Lady will 
present them with a certificate of recognition. The six "Health 
Heroes" selected by HHS and the White House are:

Dr. Gretchen Berggren: Dr. Berggren has had a life-long 
commitment to bettering the health of children around the world, 
serving and educating as a medical missionary and public health 
expert and has made significant contributions to community-based 

nutrition and primary child care programs overseas.

Dr. William Foege: Dr. Foege has had a long-standing commitment 
to*the health of the world's children through consistent efforts 
to insure immunization goals for children world-wide, and for his 
leadership in the global effort to eradicate smallpox.

Dr. Norbert Hirschorn: Dr. Hirschorn has a distinguished career 
in public health and long-standing commitment to improving the 
health of the world's children through his leadership in 
demonstrating the practical value of oral rehydration therapy.

Dr. Donald Hopkins: Dr. Hopkins has had a life-long commitment
to the health and survival of the world's children through his

In your remarks, you will elaborate on a theme you struck at the 
United Nations-- the need to "do better by the world's children. 
Specifically, you will affirm the Administration's commitment to 
meeting the "Year 2000" goals of the World Summit for Children, 
which were endorsed by over 150 nations. These goals include,the 
achievement of high impact, low-cost improvements in children's 
health and nutrition. Both domestically and internationally, the 
goals are readily achievable through such basic steps as 
enhancing delivery systems for vaccines, iodized salt, and oral 

rehydration therapy.

In particular, you will pledge American engagement and expertise 
to help universalize childhood immunization against polio and 
measles, to extend basic treatment of major childhood diseases 
such as diarrhea and pneumonia, and to improve nutrition by 
combatting Vitamin A deficiency and promoting breast-feeding. 
These specific goals were carefully selected with an eye to 
ensuring both their crucial importance and attainability within 
existing resources. The relevant USG agencies are pursuing 
concrete implementation plans to achieve each of these goals and, 
on several, they have already made significant progress. One , 
million lives are saved each year around the world due to USAID s 

child survival programs.
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o

Administration Officialso

Members of Congress who have been leaders on Child

PRESS PLANIV.

SEQUENCEV.

Child Health Initiatives

o
Survival Issues

o Corporate Leaders

o Representatives of Leading Non-Governmental Organizations

o UNICEF Officials and the Director of Other Related UN 

Agencies

(60 CHILDREN and 60 ADULTS)

o Members of the World Children's Choir, McLean, Virginia

Attachments
Tab A
Tab B
Tab C

Background on UNICEF and U.S. 
Remarks
List of Invited Guests 

i Elementary
UNICEF

2 1 : Dr. Taylor has had a life-long commitment 
through his"leadership in promoting community-based primary 

and nutrition education.

leadership in the global effort to eradicate smallpox and Guinea 
Worm (dracunculiasis), and had been pivotal in the effort to 
assure safe water and improve sanitation where disease is 

endemic.

o Students from the Seabrook Elementary School in Maryland, 
The Oyster Bilingual School in D.C., and the Herndon r
School in Virginia, who have actively supported UNICEF

The Six American "Health Heroes" and their guests

Mrs. E.F. Patrice Jeliffe and Dr. Derek Jeliffe (deceased): Mrs. 
Jeliffe and her late husband have worked in 81 countries over the 
span of over 27 years in promoting nutrition education in nursing 
education as well as fostering breast-feeding world-wide.
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YOUR REMARKS

"HEALTH HEROES"

The six "Health

Dr. Gretchen Berggren:

Dr.

that resulted from the domestic social policies of the 1980s. In 
contrast, the Report praises the Clinton Administration's policy 
objectives that "point to a new deal for American children."

Dr. Berggren has had a life-long 
commitment to bettering the health of children around the world, 
serving and educating as a medical missionary and public health 
expert and has made significant contributions to community-based 
nutrition and primary child care programs overseas.

Dr. Donald Hopkins: Dr. Hopkins has had a life-long commitment
to the health and survival of the world's children through his

In addition, at this ceremony, we will honor six American "health 
heroes" who represent the tremendous contributions that many 
Americans have made for generations to improving the health of 
the world's children. At the close of your remarks, you will 
introduce each of them individually and the First Lady will 
present them with a certificate of recognition.
Heroes" selected by HHS and the White House are:

Dr. William Foege: Dr. Foege has had a long-standing commitment 
to the health of the world's children through consistent efforts 
to insure immunization goals for children world-wide, and for his 
leadership in the global effort to eradicate smallpox.

Norbert Hirschorn: Dr. Hirschorn has a distinguished career 
in public health and long-standing commitment to improving the 
health of the world's children through his leadership in 
demonstrating the practical value of oral rehydration therapy.

In particular, you will pledge American engagement and expertise 
to help universalize childhood immunization against polio and 
measles, to extend basic treatment of major childhood diseases 
such as diarrhea and pneumonia, and to improve nutrition by 
combatting Vitamin A deficiency and promoting breast-feeding. 
These specific goals were carefully selected with an eye to 
ensuring both their crucial importance and attainability within 
existing resources. The relevant USG agencies are pursuing 
concrete implementation plans to achieve each of these goals and, 
on several, they have already made significant progress. One 
million lives are saved each year around the world due to USAID's 
child survival programs.

In your remarks, you will elaborate on a theme you struck at the 
United Nations-- the need to "do better by the world's children." 
Specifically, you will affirm the Administration's commitment to 
meeting the "Year 2000" goals of the World Summit for Children, 
which were endorsed by over 150 nations. These goals include the 
achievement of high impact, low-cost improvements in children's 
health and nutrition. Both domestically and internationally, the 
goals are readily achievable through such basic steps as 
enhancing delivery systems for vaccines, iodized salt, and oral 
rehydration therapy.
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III. PARTICIPANTS (60 CHILDREN and 60 ADULTS)

The Six American "Health Heroes" and their guestso

Administration Officialso

Members of Congress who have been leaders on Child

Corporate Leaderso

Representatives of Leading Non-Governmental Organizationso

UNICEF Officials and the Director of Other Related UN

IV. PRESS PLAN

V. SEQUENCE

o
Agencies

o
Survival Issues

leadership in the global effort to eradicate smallpox and Guinea 
Worm (dracunculiasis), and had been pivotal in the effort to 
assure safe water and improve sanitation where disease is 
endemic.

Background on UNICEF and U.S. Child Health Initiatives 
Remarks
List of Invited Guests

Attachments
Tab A
Tab B
Tab C

o Members of the World Children's Choir, McLean, Virginia

Mrs. E.F. Patrice Jeliffe and Dr. Derek Jeliffe (deceased): Mrs. 
Jeliffe and her late husband have worked in 81 countries over the 
span of over 27 years in promoting nutrition education in nursing 
education as well as fostering breast-feeding world-wide.

Dr. Carl Taylor: Dr. Taylor has had a life-long commitment 
through his leadership in promoting community-based primary care 
and nutrition education.

o Students from the Seabrook Elementary School in Maryland, 
The Oyster Bilingual School in D.C., and the Herndon Elementary 
School in Virginia, who have actively supported UNICEF
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N>MINISTRATION INTERNATIONAL GOALS 
FOR TBE WORLD'S CHILDREN

* Through AID, CDC and other institutions, the U.S.

will assist other nations to achieve Children's
Summit goals by the Year 2000 in the areas of1

o IMMUNIZATION, notably in helping to assure

that:

+ 90% of the world's children will be
covered with measles vaccination1

+ polio will be eradicated;
+ systems will be in place to continue to

provide these immunizations into the 21st
century;

+ the technology and manufacture of vaccines
will be ready to meet the challenges of
the new century.

0 TREATMENT OF MAJOR CHILDHOOD DISEASES, not.:i.bly 

in helping to assure thats 

+ 801 of the world's children will have
access to life-saving treatment for
diarrhea and pneumonia, the two biggest
childhood killers. 

o ESSENTIAL CHILD NUTRITION, notably in helping
to assure thatr

+ Serious Vitamin A deficiency among
children will be virtually eliminated
throughout the world;

+ Breastfeeding will be fully eetablishE!d as

the best and most widely used food for
young infants in every country in the
world.

* We join UNICEF in recognizing that these low-cost
strategies are the best invcstmGnt in children we
can make.



ADMINISTRATION FOREIGN ASSISTANCE STRATEGY 

* Our domestic prosperity and security in the next
century will depend in large part on the success of
our cooperation with the peoples of other nations
to improve the lives of their children.

• Toward this end, the Administration has sent to
Congress a draft foreign assistance reform bill
that would for the first time make Sustainable
Development a cornerstone of our foreign assistance

policy.

* At the heart of our proposal is a vision of
development which builds on the active
participation of the poor and the disenfranchiE1ed,
who have in the past often been excluded the vury
process that was intended to assist them.

* AID has already undertaken to implement the four
principal strategies which underlie Sustainabln
Development

o Promoting health, especially of children and
women, and reducing population pressures so
there will be room at the table for all the
world's children;

o Protecting the global and local environment, so
that all the world's children will be ablE! to
grow in safety:

o Supporting broad-based economic growth, sc> that
today's children can become tomorrow's
producers and consumers as full partners :Ln the
global economy: and

o Promoting democracy, so that they will ha•t1e a
say and a stake in the societies in which they
are growing up.



HIGHLIGHTS OF CLINTON ADMINISTRATION CHILDREN'S AGENDA 

GENERALI 

o The Clinton Ad.ministration is committed to investing in a
social and economic climate that values children and
supports families.

o We are committed to bringing about greater equity in access
to health and social services and to the reduction of
problems that plaque our society and to making a better
country and world for children. They represent the future
strength of this country and of the world.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

President's Immunization Initiative 

o The President's immunization initiative is directed toward
achieving the goal of immunization of 90% of all two-year­
olds with each major vaccine by 1996.

o The initiative will reduce cost barriers through the
provision of vaccines, without cost, to health care
providers serving uninsured and underinsured patients.

o We will also stimulate greater awareness o! immunization
through a nation-wide health promotion campaign to mobilize
people and organizations locally. UNICEF has provided �n
outstanding example of how to do this effectively.

o The campaign will be launched with an I�munization Summit
in February 1994 leading up to an intensive mobilization
effort during national Pre-School Immunization Week in
April 1994.

Access to Health and Social Services 

o The Administration health reform plan will provide essential
health care for 9 million American children who are
currently uninsured.

o The President's Health Security Act provides for complete
prenatal care with no cost-sharing. This includes any
associated tests which ar medically necessary.

o The Health Security Act will ensure that children receive a
full range of prevention services, including immunizations
and well-baby checkups with no cost sharing--so all chlldren
may get off to a healthy start.

1 
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The Healthy Start program, currently underway, is a National 
demonstration effort which utilizes a community-driven 
approach to reduce infant mortality and improve the heath 
and well-being of women, infants, children and families. 
Communities are reaching high risk moms and children through 
such innovative approaches as multidisciplinary pediatric 
teams providing services in mobile vans and permitting women 
to register for prenatal care in local banks. 

We are planning new efforts to utilize schools in motivating 
children to lead healthy productive lives, and to provide 
access to health services, health screening and immunization 
monitoring. 

The Administration has requested $50 million for the 
Comprehensive School Education Program and $100 million for 
a new School-Related Services Program to help some of the 
5.5 million students in more than 9,400 middle and high 
schools receive adequate medical care.

Out-of-Home Child Care 

o More children than ever before are spending their days
in out-of-home care. About eight million children are 
spending their time in some form of child care. This iB not 
just a consumer supply issue -- it is a development, 
education and healthy start issue. 

o A number of actions are being taken to assure safety of
children in child care. The American Academy of Pediat:rics
and the American Public Health Association, with Goverrunent
support, have developed and issued national health and
safety performance standards for child care programs.

Strengthening the family 

o We plan to invest national resources in a manner that will
assure a social and economic climate that values children
and supports families.

o The Family and Y.edical Leave Act is enabling parents to take
the time needed for a newborn or sick child without
jeopardizing their jobs.

o As a first step towards welfare reform, families on modest
incomes will benefit from an additional $21 billion in the
Earned Income Tax Credit. They will receive a tax cut, not
a tax increase, in an important effort to ensure that �e
reward work and family, putting our tax dollars on the side
of working American families. The Clinton Administration is 

2 



. 
. 

developing a more comprehensive welfare reform strategy 
which will reinforce family values and move individuals off 
of public assistance through work and educational 
opportunities. 

o Another major Clinton program is the Col'l\r.\unity Empowerment
Initiative. Passed as part of OBRA 1993 it provides tax
incentives and social service funding to 9 Empowerment zones
and 95 Empowerment Communities. Funding is $1 billion ov·er a
two year period. Communities may use these funds to help
families achieve or maintain self-sufficiency and to prevent
or remedy neglect, abuse or exploitation of children.

o The new Family Preservation and Family Support Program
provides $1 billion over five years to States. Family
support programs, such as family resource centers or hone­
visiting programs, work with families before any crisis
occurs. This program also provides interventions for
families where a child is experiencing maltreatment.

NUTRITION 

o The President's 1994 budget included plans to fully fund the
WIC program over five years by adding $2.7 billion to the
program from 1994 to 1997. The WIC program will grow from
serving 6.3 million women, infants and children per month at
the end of FY 1993 to 7.5 million per month by the end of FY
1996.

o The Mickey Leland Hunger Prevention Act will improve fo�d
assistance for millions of low-income American families.
Over 85% of the Act's five-year benefits of over $2.6
billion will go to children.

o We have established as a National goal increasing the number
of women who initially breastfeed their babies to 75\ with
at least 501 continuing to breastfeed at 5-6 months.

o We are encouraging National and state-level agencies and
professional associations to work in multiple ways to
increase community awareness of health advantages of gcod
infant feeding practices. The U.S. Government currently
provides supplemental food with some nutrition education to
40 percent of the country's infants th�ough the WIC prc,gram
delivery by local public health agencies and Indian tribes.

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 

o Escalating violence in America is causing not only
unnecessary injury and death, but also community
disintegration and a sense of hopeless�ess.

3 



o The Administration is developing a coordinated, inter­
departmental strategy to confront violence. A major piece
of this strategy is addressing the issue of family violence
to ensure that all of our children develop in a safe and
nurturing environment.

4 
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SUGGGESTEO TALXING POINTS FOR PRESIDENTIAL REMARXS 
ON CHILDREN'S HEALTH 

Children are our world's most precious resource. They are the 
future. 

An investment in the health ot children pays dividends not only 
throughout their lives, but throughout the lives of their

children, and their children's children. 

Today, in the spirit ot Christmas, we celebrate the enormous 
achievements in child health that have been accomplished by 
dedicated individuals and institutions -- true gifts to the 
future of our planet. And we rededicate ourselves and our 
Administration to the unfinished task of spreading the fruits ot

these remarkable gifts so that all the children of the world may 
benefit. 

We celebrate the leadership that UNICEF, under the dynamic and 
visionary guidance of its Executive Director, James Grant, �as 
provided in assuring that all the world's children have a place 
at the table. The World summit for Children which he concelved 
and hosted in 1990 marked the first time in the history of the 
planet that national leaders -- 71 of them -- gathered together 
to make concrete plans tor the sake ot the children of their 
countries. 

Promises were made. Goals were set. Two reports which will be 
issued today -- the 1994 UNICEF State ot the World's Childrun and 
the 1993 AID Child survival Report to Congress -- document how 
far we have come towards those goals by working together, and how 
far we still have to travel. 

This Administration is fully coll\l'l\itted to the goals for the Year 
2000 jointly adopted at this Summit. Achievement of the goals 
set for the children of our own country serves as a cornerstone 
of our domestic policy. Assisting other nations address tht3 
goals for their own children is a fundamental element of our 
foreign policy. After all, the children of the world will be our 
children's partners in the next century; let us demonstrat13 what 
we can achieve when we work together. 

We live in a new world, no longer hostage to the demands of the 
Cold War. The greatest threats to our children's world will come 
from the poverty and despair of those billions who feel they have 
no stake in the global economy and nothing to lose from violence, 
ethnic wars, and international lawlessness. 

This new age calls for a new vision of U.S. foreign policy 
interests. This vision is embodied in the complete overhaul of 
the foreign assistance legislation which I have proposed, 
reflecting a key Administration theme: the interdependence of 
all the world's peoples and economies. 
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Talking points - 2 

At the heart ot our proposal is a vision ot sustainable 
development -- a rising tide which will lift all our ships. We 
recognize that the United states• place in the world is morEi 
secure when other countries are prospering and when the baaj_o 
needs of their citizens particularly their children -- at·e 
being met. OversQas as at home we are committed to putting 
peopla first. 

The themeg addressed in the 1994 State ot the World's Children 
report -- which promote bold and imaginative action on child 
health, population growth, the environment, and alleviation ot 
poverty -- closely match the sustainable development priorities 
ot our Administration and demonstrate how closely bound our 
common interests are. 

Together we recognize that three key strategies are essentiE1 l to 
protect and promote the good health of all children, at horoE! as 
well as around the world: 

First, universal childhood immunization, to reduce the risk 
of serious illness. 

Second, full access to essential child health services, to 
provide care when it is needed most. 

And third, adequate and proper nutrition, to give children 
the strength they need to stay healthy and active. 

The Children's Health Champions whom we honor here today have 
contributed directly to these efforts, both at home and around 
the globe. They are the voices ot experience who have shown that 
it is possible to do better on behalf of the children of th•� 
world, even with limited resources. And behind each one of our 
Champions are thousands of other Alnericans whose dedication to 
children demonstrates to the world the strength of our common 
American values. 

We do this because it is right, but we also recognize how w1ch 
our international efforts benefit our own children. 

We no longer fear the threat of smallpox, because it has 
been eliminated from the world. Soon, polio will foll,:iw. 

What we have learned in immunization and basic health 
programs around the world now serves the children of o�r 
inner cities and rural areas. 

And our Peace Corps volunteers who have learned child 'health 
skills in foreign lands have returned by the thousands to 
serve the children of our own country. 

A young child does not know if she is American or Ethiopian or 
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not responsible for where

children of the world so they

secure.

Talking points - 3

These'children°a?eOnot responsible6?o/whtre

t ■

Bangladeshi or Guatemalan; 
and food and love. The-- 
they happen to have been born.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF CLINTON ADMINISTRATION CHILDREN'S AGENDA 

GENERALI 

o The Clinton Administration is committed to investing in
a social and economic climate that values children and
supports families.

o To ensure that our children grow up healthy and stron9,
we must support families and strengthen corru:lunities.
Just as nations cannot thrive in isolation from the•
global family, children cannot grow up strong in WE!ak
families, and families cannot flourish in weak
communities.

o When the World Summit on Children was held in 1990, the
United States did not see it as a Summit for some
children but as a summit for all children, including
our own. In this context, we are committed to
improving the lives of children in this country as well
as children who are less fortunate in other countries.

o We are committed to bringing about greater equity .in
access to health and social services and to the
reduction of problems that plaque our society and to
making a better country and world for children. T·1ey
represent the future strength of this country and .:,f
the world.

Immunization a 

The promises 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

o Vaccines, through their use in immunization programs,
hold enormous potential to contain infectious dise·ase
and the cost associated with medical care.

o This Administration is committed to assuring that 90\
of all children receive essential immunizations by age
2 by the year 1996 and to sustaining that coveraga
level.



The Need, 

o Deaths and disease, during the measles epidemics in
1989-1991, demonstrated that our Nation's vaccine
delivery system now leaves many children unnecessarily
vulnerable to preventable diseases--measles, polio,
pertussis, mumps, rubella,

o School-entry vaccination requirements give the U.S.
high levels of immunization in its school-age chilcren.
But, the present health care system and some
immunization-specific barriers leave many--often over
50\--of the Nation's youngest children lacking some or
all of the protection po,sible, because they do not
receive vaccines on the proper schedule during the
critical first two years of life.

o With the obvious deficiencies in the Nation's
vaccination system, the previous U.S. year 2000
immunization goals would have left many infants an<i
children vulnerable to preventable infectious dise.ise
for an unacceptably long time.

Administration Action1 

President's Immunization Initiative: 

o The President has launched an immunization initiative,
the goal of which is to create an effective and
sustainable vaccination delivery system for disease
prevention.

o The U.S. hae established a new goal for itself of up­
to-date immunization of 90\ of all two-year-olds �ith
each major vaccine by 1996.

o The President's Immunization Initiative willt

Reduce cost barriers through the "Vaccines fc,r 
Children Pr09ram• 

Beginning October 1, 1994, the Federal Government 
will purchase vaccines from manufacturers and 
provide them via States, without cost, to henlth 
care providers for use in four defined group of 
children. Arrangements for distribution are 
presently being developed, in consultation w�th 
States and manufacturers. 



Stimulate greater awareness of immunization 
through a nation-wide health promotion campaign on 
vaccine both to the public and providers and by 
bringing together or strengthening State and 
community coalitions to educate and mobilize 
people and organizations locally. This effort is 
a lesson learned from UNICEF, which has played a 
key role in social mobilization around the world 
for immunization programs. 

The first phase of the campaign will be launc�ed 
with an Immunization Summit in February 1994 
leading up to an intensive mobilization effort 
during national Pre-School Immunization Week ln 
April 1994. 

Enhance availability of vaccination at the 
community level through increases in resourcea 
provided to States and municipalities. These 
increases will begin immediately so that Stotc3s 
and municipalities can implement their recently 
developed Immunization Action Plane on an 
expedited schedule. 

Improve disease surveillance and measurement •:>f 
vaccination coverage through development and 
implementation of new or improved methods to 
measure vaccination coverage at all levels-­
office, clinic, community, State and nationally. 
Specific vaccination coverage and disease 
reduction targets have been established for each 
year up to 1996 and state-wide immunization 
information systems are being planned. 

Access to Health and Social Serviceez 

The promises 

o To assure equitable access to health services for
children in the United States through health systE�
reform.

o To assure that children are protected through
appropriate and adequate social services.

The need - adolescent health: 

o The health status ar.d unmet health needs of adole:,cente
a re we 11 docwr,en ted and are cause for great conce.:n.



o social and behavioral factors rank high as the causes
of mortality and morbidity among adolescente--injury
and disability associated with the use of motor and
recreational vehicle•, the consequences of early and
unprotected sexual activity, and the use of alcohol and
other drugs.

o Sexually transmitted disease rates are higher arnon�·
adolescents than any other age group.

o Adolescents visit private physicians at a lower rat.a
than any other age group. Specific health serviceo to
meet reproductive and mental health needs are undel:­
utili2ed.

o Financial barriers and lock of health insurance ke11p
adolescents from utilizing health services. Many 11re
reluctant to use services covered by parental insu::ance
fearing lack of confidentiality.

o Currently, only 52\ of students in the 9th grade, 12\
of students in 10th, and 2% of those in 11th and 12th
grades receive some instruction in health educatio,.
That is a situation which we aim to change.

Administration Action: 

o The Administration health reform plan will provide
health care to some 9 million American children who are
currently uninsured.

o The President's Health Security Act provides for
complete prenatal care with no cost-sharing. This 

includes any associated tests which are medically 
necessary. 

o The Health Security Act will ensure that children
receive a full range of prevention services, incl�ding
immunizations and well-baby checkups with no cost­
sharing--so all children may get off to a healthy
start.

o We will use schools more effectively to motivate
children to lead healthy productive lives, providu
accees to health service, health screenings and
immunization monitoring, for early identification and
intervention of health problems, and provision of
comprehensive, age-appropriate and culturally-sennitive
health education.



0 �ompreheneive School Health Education Program. We !re 
working to establish a national framework within which 
States can create comprehensive school health education 
programs that improve the health and well being of 
students, by addressing locally relevant health 
priorities and relevant behavior patterns associated 
with preventable morbidity and mortality. Program 
components through the health care reform initiative 
include: 

The U.S. Congress has been requested to provide 
$50 million for each year for the period 1995 
through the year 2000 in order to provide: 

Funding for implementation of comprehenelve, 
kindergarten through grade 12, school health 
education. 

A new grant program to State education 
agencies and large local education agenc�es 
for both planning and implementation. 

Programs that target locally relevant health 
priorities based on community needs 
assessment. 

Support for research and demonstration, 
education and training and technical 
assistance for comprehensive school health 
education programs. 

o School Related Services Program, This program improves
access to health care for youth and adolescents, ages
10-19, by establishing school-based or school-linked
health centers. These centers will help to reduce many
of the non-financial barriers to adequate preventive
and primary health care experienced by adolescents.
Currently, adolescents experience many non-financial
barriers to receiving adequate medical care, including
preventive services. Nearly 5.5 million students in
more than 9,400 middle and high schools are estimated
to be in such need.

The Administration is requesting $100 millior: for 
this program Fiscal Year 1996, increasing to $400 
million by 1999 for school related health services 
as part of the Health Care Reform Initiative. 



Target

or other community-based

o

o

o

assessment teams, including some wnicn 
mobile vans, are providing services in
communities.

In one city's project, "Bank Days" have been 
initiated in which women register for prenatal

care

well-being of women, infants, children and families.
Some c ' ’
reduce
status

Nearly one-quarter of all infants born in the United 
States are born to women who do not begin prenatal care 
in the first trimester of pregnancy.

Healthy Start

We are committed to assuring that our children have a 
healthy start in life. The Healthy Start program is a 
National demonstration effort which utilizes a 
community-driven, systems development approach to 
reduce infant mortality and improve tb^health^and^

of"the^innovative efforts being implemented to 
infant mortality rates and improve the health 
of children in communities include —

Multidisciplinary behavioral pediatric development 
assessment teams, including some which are in 

Trona, nrovidina services in some

(36,000 in 1990) and the rate for Black children 13 
approximately twice the rate of white children.

care in local banks on days which are common..y 
used for depositing and cashing pay checks.

In another project, free laundromat services are 
being provided for pregnant women who enroll m 
prenatal/child health services at selected 
laundromats.

This program willt

Target service delivery to adolescents and youth 
ages 10 to 19 years in high need communities.

Provide for a new grant program to provide school­
based, school-linked, or other community-based 
health services to adolescents and school age 

youth.

Provide services which must be linked with other 
community-based providers. Providers of school 
health services funded under this Initiative will 
be deemed "essential community providers" under 
health care reform. This will entitle them to 
reimbursement from area health plans.

The need - infant and young child health*

Too many U.S. children die before their first birthday



Some Healthy Start projects have established or 
expanded "hot lines" to encourage and provide 
support to breastfeeding mothers. 

Out-of-Home Child Care - health and safety 

The naed1 

o As a percentage of all families with children under age
six, "traditional" relationships now represent only 27
percent of all families.

o In the past 30 years, the percentage of married women
in the workforce with �hildren younger than six ro:1e
from nearly one in five to almost three in five.

o More than one-half of all women (54 Percent) with
children under the age of one are in the work fore�.

o One in every five children lives with just one par3nt
and 90 percent of these parents ar8 women.

o More children than ever before are spending their 1ays
in out-of-home care. About eight million children are
spending their time in some form of child care, This
is not just a consumer supply issue--it is a
development, education and healthy foundations issue.

Ad.ministration Actions1 

o A number of actions are being taken to assure safety of
children in child care. The American Academy of
Pediatrics and the American Public Health Association,
with Government support, have developed and issued
national health and safety performance standards for
child care pro�rarns.

Strengthening the familya 

The promises 

o To invest national resources in a manner that wil:
assure a social and economic climate that values
children and supports families.



The needs 

o Children, especially thoee in single-parent families,
are the poorest segment of the population in the United
States, with many lacking access to opportunities to
aseure development to their full capacity.

o One in five children (nearly 13 million) lives in �
family with an income below the· Federal poverty level.

Administration action: 

0 This Administration eecured passage of the Family nnd 
Medical Leave Act so that parents can take the tirno 
needed for a newborn or sick child without jeopardizing 
their jobs. 

o Over the next five yeare, families with children on
modest incomes will benefit from an additional $21
billion in the Earned Income Tax Credit. They will
receive a tax cut, not a tax increase, in an important
effort to ensure that we reward work and family,
putting our tax doe on the side of working American
families.

o This Administration's commitment to strengthening
children, families and communities is reflected in many
initiatives of this Administration. Examples include:
our Head Start expansion and quality improvement
initiative, the new Family Preservation and Support
Services Act, Health Reform, Welfare Reform, and
Enterprise Zones to aid distressed areas.

Head Start

o Head Start was born almost thirty years ago and ir. that
time has touched the lives of thousands of childrE!n,
families and communi tias. Perhaps more than any c,ther
social program, Head Start is a symbol of hope for a
better life for poor children and their families.

o Head Start establishes a relationship that promotes
growth and development in young children, encourages
the self-sufficiency of families and helps create other
community services to support low-income families.



o Thie Administration ie committed to ensuring that Head 
Start continues to help children and families to be 
winners. We will strive for excellence in all facets 
of the Head Start program; we will respond to the 
changing needs of families by expanding the scope of 
Head Start services and by reaching more families 
including families with young children; and we will 
urge Head Start programs to forge partnerships which 
will build stronger communities able to nourish and 
support young children and families. 

Family Support and Preservation 

o The new Family Preservation and Support Services Act is
another exciting opportunity to build community support
to strengthen children and families.

o States will receive nearly $1 billion over the next
five years to help develop a continuum of
compassionate, flexible, responsive, community-basf?d
services to support families.

o Of particular importance is the initiative's ernpha:sie
on helping families to recognize and build on thei�
skills and strengths, increasing their ability to
nurture their children and achieve self-sufficiency.

welfare Reform 

o The foundation on which our Welfare Reform plan is laid
is that we must make work pay. Also, we must bolster
child support enforcement, strengthen education and
training, and expect people to work. Another way we
can reduce the welfare rolls is by providing health
insurance for everyone. These actions must be taken in
order to help improve the environment in which our
children and their families grow.

Enterprise Zones 

o Many of our neediest families live in our most
distressed communities. This initiative will promote 
public and private investment in poor urban 
neighborhoods as well as in rural areas to encour�ge 
locally driven strategies to address the economic, 
community and human development concerns of those 
citizens. 



NUTRITION 

The promieea 

o To aeeure access to adequate and appropriate nutrition
for all children in the United States.

o To increase the percentage of new mothers who, aa a
matter of preference, breastfeed their babies and
continue to do so until the babies are at leaet six
months of age.

The needs 

o Many low-income children continue to have caloric
intake less than half of the Recommended Dietary
Allowances.

o Breastfeeding in the United States is below desired
levels.

Administration actions 

o The United States has a history of support for
breastfeeding and quality infant nutrition. This le
reflected in research, training, policy development and
services.

o The President's 1994 budget included plans to fully
fund the WIC program over five years by adding $2.7
billion to the program from 1994 to 1997. The WIC
program will grow from serving 6.3 million women,
infants and children per month at the end of FY 1993 to
7.5 million per month by the end of FY 1996. Congress
appropriated $3.2 billion for WIC in 1994. This level
will allow WIC's average monthly caseload to increase
by 400,000 more participants this year. WIC provides
nutritious foods, referrals to health and social

services, and nutrition education to pregnant and
breastfeeding women, and their infants and children.
WIC is an excellent example of coordinated service
delivery.

o The Mickey Leland Hunger Prevention Act will imprc,ve
food assistance for millions of low-income Arnerici1n
families. Over 85\ of the Act's five-year benefits of
over $2.6 billion will go to children. It will ensure
that benefits are more adequate, help families move
toward self-sufficiency, and enhance the integrity of
the program. Some benefit increases are targeted at
families with high shelter costs so that they wil! not
have to choose between paying rent or buying groceries,



o We have established ae a National goal increasing the
number of women who initially breastfeed their bab19e
to 75\ with at least 50\ continuing to breastfeed at 5-
6 months.

o Several Government-private eector efforts are under way
to reaffirm health providers preference for and support
of breastfeeding, including an effort to help assure
effective and appropriate implementation of the UNICEP­
WHO Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative. Other effoits
include a new medical curriculum, peer support,
telephone access for assistance and targeted healtt
provider training.

o National and State-level agencies and professional
associations are being encouraged to work in multiple
ways to increase community awareness of health
advantages of good infant feeding practices. The tJ.S.
Government currently provides supplemental food with
some nutrition education to 40 percent of the country's
infants through the WIC program delivery by local
public health agencies and Indian tribes.

PROTECTING CHILDREN 

The promises 

o To confront and reduce violence in the United States,

The need1 

o Escalating violence in America is causing not only
unnecessary injury and death, but also community
disintegration and a sense of hopelessness.

o Violence le a social problem with a serious and qrowing
impact on public heath -- including high health care

costs.

Administration Actions 

o The Administration is developing a coordinated, ir.ter­
departmental strategy to confront violence. A major
piece of this strategy is addressing the issue of
family violence to ensure that all of our children
develop in a safe and nurturing environment.
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ADMINISTRATION GOALS FOR THE WORLD'S CHILDREN

Abroad as at homa, thaaa essential strategies armo

to reduce the♦
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IMMUNIZATION, notably In helping to assure thatto
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80% of tha world's children will have access to 
life-saving treatment for diarrhea and pneumonia, 
the two biggest ohildhood killers.

essential CHILD NUTRITION, notably in helping to assure 
that i

The U.S. will directly support achievement of tha World Summit 
for Children goals by the Year 2000 in the areas of:

90% of the world's children will ba ooverid with 
measles vaccination;
polio will be eradicated; 
systems are in place to continue to provide these 
immunisations into the 21st century;
the technology and manufacture of vaccines is ready 
to meet the challenges of the new century.

There are things we must do today to ensure a brighter 
tomorrow for all the world's children.

Serious Vitamin A deficiency among children is 
virtually eliminated throughout the world;
Breastfeeding is fully established as the best and 
most widely used food for young infants in every 
country in tha world.

Together with UNICEF, we believe that these low-cost 
opportunities are among the best immediately available 
and affordable ways to solve these global problems.

This approach is basic to our view of sustainable development 
and our commitment to the world's children is a fundamental 
principle underlying the Administration's proposed foreign 
assistance legislation.

TREATMENT OF MAJOR CHILDHOOD DISEASES, notably in helping 
to assure that!

universal ohildhood immunisation, 
risk of serious illness 
life-saving essential child health services, to 
provide care when it is needed most, and 
adequate nutrition, to give children the strength 
they need to stay healthy and active.



OVERVIEW OP CEREMONY AND BACKGROUND 

Purpo■• of thi■ ceremony 

• To demonstrate the Clinton Administration• a continued
commitment to the principles which underlie the 1990 World
Summit for Children, and to honor UNICEF in its leading role
in thia ettort1

* To reatfir11 U.S. collll'Uitment to achieving the health and 
development goals which were adopted at tha summit; 

• To emphasize the co?l\l'llitment ot thia Administration in 11eeting
the needs of children here in the u.s.; and

• To honor a group ot Americans who have made the world a
healthier place for children.

Ri■tory of tbe World Summit tor Chil�r•n 

• In 1990, leaders ot 71 countries came to New York to take part
in a World Summit for Children, the first of its kir1d ever
convened, which had a9 its fundamental purpose n,)t the
resolution of wars or conflicts, but the clear enunciation of
a global cor.unitrnant to putting children first.

o This Summit would never have taken place without tha
leadership of UNICEF and the vision of its Exucutive
Director, James Grant.

o The Suro.mi t was not simply a rosy photo opport:uni ty,
forgotten the day atter it took place. The world leader■
who convened committed themselves, and their nati<>na, to
accomplishing specific health and development gonla for
the children of their countries by the year 2000.

These goals reflect not just words but the framew<>rk tor

concrete action, and work haa gone on to turn the.s,a goal■
into realities in every child's life.

Over 100 countries, including our own, have prepared
detailed national plans of actiona to meet thesu goals
and are making real progress.

3 



Overvtaw - 2 

Release ot the 1994 ONICEJ' State of the World 1 ■ Children Rftport. 
and the 1993 OSAID Child survival Report to Congrea■ 

• These two documents, to be released today, highlight t:he
progress which has been made, and the global ne8da wh1.ch
still remain.

The Clinton Admini■tration• • promi•• to the children of th•• world 

• We reaffirm here today the commitment of this Administ:ration
to the goals for the year 2000 enunciated at the 1990 Global
Summit for Children, and we direct our immediate eft01·ta
towards achieving a number of the key mid-decade goal!& which
closely match the policies and strategies which our
Administration has enunciated.

* The Clinton Administration is committed to the well-buing ot
children because they are the key to the future, both at
home and abroad. As the President said in his Septeml,er 27
address to the U.N. General Assembly calling for a "riew
commitment to children":

"As we dream new dreams in this age when miracleu now 
seem possible, let us focus on thQ lives ot thoso 
people, and especially on the children who will f.nhQrit 
this world •... we are compelled to do better by the 
world'a children. Just aa our own nation ha■ launched 
new reforms to ensure that every child has health care, 
we must do more to get basic vaccines and othar 
treatments for curable diseasoa to children all <>var 
the world. It's the best investment we' 11 ever 111ake." 

4 



CHILDREN'S HEALTH CHAMPIONS

some of whom will be*

*

o

o

o

o

*
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selected because of their outstanding contributions
to child health around the world. '-------- —1
been made in a variety of ways:

through outstanding leadership and advocacy

through research, both in the laboratory and in the 
field

These Children's Health Champions are the tip of the 
iceberg, for behind each one are thousands more who believe 
that every child deserves a decent chance, and who work 
daily to accomplish this.

Americans from all walks of life, some of whom will bn 
honored here today, have dedicated their lives to the health 
of children throughout the world.

The honorees here today — our Children's Health Champions - 
- were selected because of their outstanding contributions

These contributions have

through teaching

through demonstration and actual Implementation of 
these essential child health services



ADMINISTRATION VIEW OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

We live

o

o

o

o

o

o
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The new Foreign Assistance Act

The National Performance Review called for a new 
charter for U.S. leadership in the post-Cold War era. 
As a result, the Administration has undertaken a total 
overhaul of the foreign assistance legislation for the 
first time in more than 30 years.

This bill recognizes the growing interdependence 
between foreign and domestic policy and the importance 
of enhancing domestic economic renewal through 
international cooperation.

The threats to our society and to our world no longer 
stem from a hostile, implacable communist monolith, but 
rather from the poverty and despair of those billions 
who feel they have no stake in the global economy and 
nothing to lose from violence, ethnic wars, and 
international lawlessness. Our proposed legislation 
recognizes this global threat to our security and puts 
in place the means to solve these problems.

The legislation recognizes that sustaining economic 
growth abroad and prosperity at home require carefully 
targeted and flexibly administered efforts where the 
need is clear, commitment to reform paramount, and the 
potential is great to successfully promote 
participatory development, protect the global 
environment, stabilize population growth, or address 
transnational issues.

in an increasingly Interdependent world.

A young child does not know if she is American oi' 
Ethiopian or Bangladeshi or Guatemalan; she knows only 
that she needs care and food and love. These children 
are not responsible for where they happen to have been 
born, and the children from all our nations will grow 
up increasingly interdependent in a truly global 
village. Therefore, American commitment to children 
cannot end at our borders.

The U.S. economy is rebuilding, but we recognize that 
our markets are the world. If the majority of the 
world's people who live in developing countries do not 
have the basic economic means to buy our goods, jiur 
economy will suffer. Our ratification of NAFTA 
demonstrates that we have recognized this modern fact.



Sustainable developnont - 2

o
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Sustainable Development

*

*

*

1.

2.

Building and supporting democracy; and3.

Encouraging economic growth.4.

o

o
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Helping to sustain and rebuild the environment 
around the world:

None of these missions can stand entirely on its own. 
They mutually strengthen and support each other, and 
together can lead to a better life for every child, woman 
and man on this planet. Nothing more clearly illustrates 
basic American values in our foreign policy.

It is in the fundamental strategic interests of the United 
States to support sustainable development, so that the rising 
global tide of better lives for the world's people can lift 
all our ships.

In order to accomplish this, this Administration has adopted 
missions as the basis for our foreign assistancefour key 

efforts:

Addressing global issues of health and population 
growth;

The themes addressed in the 1994 State of the World's 
Children report — which promote bold and imaginative 
action on child health, population growth, the 
environment, and alleviation of poverty — closely match 
the sustainable development priorities of this 
Administration, and demonstrate how closely bound our 
common interests are.

This is a fundamental shift of emphasis and stresses this 
Administration's commitment to putting people first.

At the heart of our proposal la a vision of development 
which builds on the active participation of the poor and 
the disenfranchised, who have in the past often been 
excluded from decisionmaking regarding the purposes and 
mechanisms of development assistance.

The bill is also a clear expression of this 
Administration's commitment to manage for results.

One of the five mutually reinforcing, interrelated objectives 
of this new legislation that will guide U.S. foreign policy is 
"Promoting Sustainable Development".



Sustainable development - 3

commitment to childrenU.S.

*
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encouraging participation and

This is no gift, it is an
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The main focus of our sustainable development assistance 
efforts are the children and women of the world.

UeiuOULdLlU bUUiULItIB/ ouuuniay xny pai l uxsm anvt

grassroots empowerment, and establishing the foundation 
for economic growth. This is no gift, it i_ 1“ 
investment in the future of the world.

President Carter began work during his administration 
which led to the Health 2000 policies, and has continued 
his commitment through the Carter Center and the Task 
Force for Child Survival and Development.

safe and reasonable decision, 
survival contributes directly 
population growth.

Policies aimed at the health and well-being of children 
and women are not simply charitable, humanitarian 
efforts. They are fundamental to building healthy, 
democratic societies. <

American leadership in the area of international child health 
has been bipartisan and consistent over many years because 
this commitment reflects basic American values.

Our attention here today is on the needs of today’s and 
tomorrow’s children. The ability of developing nations 
to advance depends on the health, education and 
productivity of their children — tomorrow’s leaders.

We recognize that family planning is an essential element 
in this, for "we must ensure that there is a place at the 
table for every one of our world's children" (President's 
speech to the UNGA). Supporting their right to choose 
the number and spacing of their children is the greatest 
help we can give the mothers of the world in ensuring 
that each of these children grows to meet her or h.Ls full 
potential, and this Administration is fully committed to 
supporting this right.

The survival of those children who are born is important 
for assuring families that having fewer children is a 

In this way, child 
to slowing global

Bipartisan Congressional efforts during the Reagan 
Administration initiated Child Survival programs as an 
Important element of U.S. foreign assistance.

President Bush and his administration actively shaped and 
focused the agenda for the 1990 World Summit for 
Children, and he was himself a key participant.
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Benefit* to the U.S.
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Budget realities

We also recognize the realities of the tightest budget*

situation in American history.

o

o

results.

o
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Technologies and approaches developed overseas have 
returned to benefit the children of urban and rural 
America, such as in our new Immunization Initiative.

We will make the best possible use of our limited dollars 
and will manage our foreign assistance programs for

assistance.
our planet.
conditions permit, expand this Investment.

Our returned Peace Corps volunteers have become leaders 
in domestic public health efforts.

What we do around the world returns to benefit us here nt home 
many times over.

With the deficit reduction to which this Administration 
is committed, there is no room for waste, for unnecessary 
subsidies to foreign governments, for contributing to 
military build-ups that will take rather than save 
children's lives.

America today contributes twenty cents of every one 
hundred dollars our economy generates to development 
assistance. This is a small investment in the future of 

We are committed to maintain and, when

Diseases eliminated throughout the world, such as 
smallpox, and virtually eliminated throughout our region, 
such as polio, no longer threaten our children.



FACT SHEET ON I

*

Fact!

U.S. goals by the Year 2000t

o

To eradicate polio from the worldo

o

o
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To improve the technology and manufacture 
of vaccines

UNIVERSAL CHILDHOOD IMMUNIZATION IS THE KEYSTONE 
FOR REDUCING THE BURDEN OF CHILDHOOD DISEASE.

To cover 90% of the world's children with 
measles vaccine

Immunization is the most cost-effective 
technology in the field of public health.

To assure that the national immunization 
programs we have helped to build are 
effective and sustainable



Immunization Fact Shoot - 2

The U.S, history of support

The auooessful global eradication of amallpoxo

The global effort against measleso

The campaign to eradicate polioo

Strengthening national immunization programso
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Through the efforts of CDC in Africa and AID around the 
world, the U.S. has over the past decade supported broad­
based strengthening of health services needed to achieve 
high coverage of immunizations against the six leading

The U.S. has also played a key role in research on more 
effective and more easily used measles vaccines — 
vaccines which may someday help the children of America.

The U.S. has been a leader in the global effort to reduce and 
eradicate disease through immunization.

Polio, which terrorized Americans through the first half 
of this century, is still one of the world's leading 
crippiers. Since the U.S. invention of polio vaccine in 
the 1950's, polio transmission has been stopped in this 
country. With AID and CDC assistance, polio has now been 
virtually eliminated from the entire Western Hemisphere, 
decreasing the risks not only to the children of other 
countries, but to our own children.

Over the past half decade, the U.S. has developed and 
carried out a $50 million Measles Initiative. Measles 
continues to be one of the principal killers of children 
in the developing world, particularly in Africa, 
responsible for more than a million deaths each year. 
This initiative and other AID and CDC programs have 
provided critical support to worldwide efforts to 
increase coverage of measles immunization to its current 
level of nearly 80%.

In the 1970s this cooperative effort resulted in the 
eradication of smallpox throughout the world. This 
effort not only eliminated this dreaded scourge from 
villages and slums around the world, where it used to 
kill two million children a year, but has also saved 
American taxpayers $300 million each year which no longer 
needs to be spent on smallpox control in our own country 
— a savings which will continue forever. This is money 
well spent.
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childhood diseases, which alone account for nearly two
million annual childhood deaths. By 1991, coverage 
through these strengthened health services rose to 80% in

Through many channels and with many partnerso

U.S, goalfl in immunization

U.S. commitment to global immunization programs remains unwavering.

*

Covering 90% of the world's children with measles vaccineo

Eradicating polio from the worldo

12

most of the countries we assist -- an achievement we are 
working to match here at home, using some of the same 
technologies developed overseas.

The U.S. will assist in the global effort to eradicate 
polio by the year 2000, and to make it a disease no 
longer known in homes but only in history books;, just 
like smallpox. Over the next month, CDC is assisting in 
the largest public health event in history, as China 
plans to immunize 100 million children in a two day 
period. When polio is eradicated from the world, we will 
save an estimated $300 million dollars a year here in the 
U.S., since we will never again need to vaccinate our own 
children against this disease.

Our Agency for International Development (AID) and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have 
been key contributors to this effort, and have worked 
closely with UNICEF, the World Health Organization, and 
numerous private organizations such as Rotary 
International.

During the remainder of this decade, we will continue to 
assist developing countries in their efforts to achieve the 
World Summit for Children goal of universal childhood 
immunization by the year 2000, by:

Through the improved vaccines currently under development 
and the strengthened national systems needed to deliver 
these vaccines routinely and reliably to the children of 
the world, the U.S. is committed to assisting in 
international efforts directed at assuring that at least 
95% of the world's children are able to routinely receive 
measles immunization by the year 2000. These efforts 
will be carried out by AID in its bilateral and centrally 
funded Child Survival activities, and will be supported 
by the technical capabilities of CDC.
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o •ffaotlva andprogram*

U.S.

Improving tha technology and manufacture of vaccine*o

new
U.S.
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Making national immunieation 
sustainable

Childhood
Initiatives,

Through the new Childhood Vaccine and Vaccine 
Independence Initiatives, the U.S. will work 
cooperatively to assure the continued development of 
improved, cheaper and more user-friendly vaccines, and to 
support local capacity where appropriate to produce and 
deliver these vaccines to the children who need them. 
This is an area uniquely suited to U.S. technical 
strength, wedding public and private sector expertise and 
our commitment to world leadership, and will allow us to 
sharpen our competitive edge in the field of 
biotechnology.

The U.S. is committed to work to sustain and 
institutionalize the gains in immunization service 
delivery which have been made over the past decade. A 
fully immunized Infant in 1993 does not mean that her 
younger sister born in three years will be Immunised and 
safe against the same diseases. Countries around the 
world have made enormous strides in the past five years, 
and we will help to protect the investment that has been 
made until assistance is no longer necessary.
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U.S. goals by the Year 20001

o

14

To assure that at least 80% of the world's 
children have access to life-saving 
treatment services for diarrhea and 
pneumonia

ESSENTIAL CHILD HEALTH SERVICES COULD REDUCE CHILD 
DEATHS BY MORE THAN HALF AROUND THE WORLD.

Facts A highly targeted package of services aimed 
principally at childhood diarrhea and pneumonia has 
been proven to be feasiblet effective and 
affordable.
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The u.s, bi1tory ot support 

Aa every mother knows, even with the best ot preventive care 
children still get sick. In developing countries they get aick 
more often and more seriously. 

The biggest killers of children around the world are not c,bacura 
and complex diseases that call tor hospitals, specialists, and high 
technology. Rather, they are illnesses that ve think ot in the 
U.S. as ea,ily treatable, often minor. Chief among these �iller• 
are diarrhea and pneumonia, which together account for more than 
half the child deaths in the world. 

Diarrhea 

Over the past half century, diarrhea has been the leading cnuse of 
child death around the world. The U.S. has played a leadir� role 
in a global effort that has reduced the impact ot diiLrrhaal 
diseases to the point where they are no longer the world 1 a leading 
killer. 

o Developing an effective treatment

The U.S. was the key supporter of research carried out in
Bangladesh which led to tha discovery ot a solut:ion ot
salts and sugar which, when taken by mouth, ropla<:o■ the
fluids lost in diarrhea and prevents death from
dehydration. The new 11tachnology" of Oral Rehydration
Therapy (ORT) includes this mixture togethei� with
continued and appropriate feeding. Wa now know thitt most
diarrhea deaths can ba pravented it familiGs knov about
and use ORT.

ORT has been called the "miracle solution" and hns been
cited as one of the great medical discoveries of the
20thcentury. It is one ot the moat cosat-of1!active
curative treatments available in the world.

o Applying thi• treatment around the vorld

AID has pioneered the application of this solution
through the development of national programs, such as the
highly successful diarrheal disease control proc;rram in
Egypt which decreased child deaths by more than on,! third
throughout that country by a well-considered comb:Lnation
of appropriate technology, social mobilization and
partnerships with the private sector.

15 
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Altogether, the u.s. government has invested nearly $300 
million to aQsura the widespread availability and u■e ot 
ORT. Thia has included programmatic suppor·t and 
assistance, widespread collaboration with private sector 
producers and distributor■ to make sure that the "n1iracle 
solution" would be widely available, and an unpar�lleled 
ettort at social mobilization and education t,:, help 
parent■ understand that death from this disease cc,uld be 
prevented, very often in the homa, 

o savinq one aillion live■ a year

Pneumonia 

Worldwide, this miracle solution already saves more than
1 million liveg each year, but we recognize that up to
two Jnillion more could be saved with more widesproad and
effective delivery ot this simple and low cost tre,1tment.

In many poor countriaa, savara diarrhea may still atrika
young children nearly every othar month. Familieu worry
that their child may die before each illness passes
simply from the loss of body fluids that the slcknes■
causes.

Another common childhood illness that we treat easily every day in 
our children in the u.s., but which is the number one killer of 
children around the world -- more than tour million each year -- ia 
pneumonia. 

o cu.re with antibiotic■

Since the advent of antibiotics, pneumonia no longer
conjures up the dread it used to in our country, at least
not among thoaa who have access to health care. Thia
illness is no longer a major killer of American children.
Yet even today in most parts ot the davaloping world,
parents who have no access to doctors, x-raya,
laboratories or hospitals can only watch in despair and
resignation aa their children gasp for air and die trom
their infections.

o Taatin9 an effective atrateqy for the developing world

U. s. rQsearchera in collaboration with others from around
the world have now pioneered a new approach to
controlling pneumonia. They have proven that aecurate 
low-cost diagnosis is possible without X-raya or lab 
tests, primarily uaing observation ot a child's 
breathing. For children found to have pnewoonia, 
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treatment with a simple antibiotic can be made available 
even in places that have no doctora or hospitals. 

o Applying tbe ■trateqy

In pro9rams uein9 this approaoh, child deaths and 11er ioua

illnesses have been reduced by nearly one third. AID haa
now initiated ettorta to assisat national programa to
integrate this approach into basic child health e1ervice
delivery. Thie promises a revolution in child survival
as tar-reaching as our experience with diarrhea over the
lact decade.

u,s. goals in essential child health services 

Our experience over the past decade has taught us that a mc,ther•s 
concern is about her sick child rather than a particular dia9nosia, 
and child health services mugt deal with the whole child rather 
than just a particular disease entity in order to ba accepted and 
affective. our approach must ba focused but holi�tic. 

• During the remainder of this decade, we will continue to
assist developing countries in their eftorta to achi�ve the
World Summit tor Children goal of reduced child deaths by the
year 2000, by:

o Extending aocesa to life-aavinq treatment aervic:e1 for
diarrhea and pneumonia to ao, of the vorld'• obil.dren

we will launch a major 10-year initiative under AID,
known as the BASICS Project. In recognizing the noed tor

child health care delivery systems tor problems 11uch as
these that will not disappear after a tew years of
effort, our AID programs will work to develop aimpla and
appropriate systems so that national governments and
private organizations can carry them out on their own
after an initial period of international Sl\tpport.
Following our principles of suatainablo davelc,pment,
BASICS will help to assure t.ha.t every AID-auaisted
country develops its own capacity to address the highest
priority health needs ot ita children.

The appropriate management of diarrhea, both wit:h oral
rehydration and with other means when necessary, is a key
element of this initiative, and will result in
availability ot ORT to more than sot ot the children in
the world by the year 2000.

17 
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Thia ettort will also ensure that all these childron alao 
have access to trained heal th wor'Jcera and antibiotics tor

the diagnosis and treatment ot pneumonia. 

AID will also support research into the remaininq major 
causes of childhood diarrhea death•, dysentery and 
persistent diarrhea, tor which ORT has limited 
effectiveness. Promising approachea in tha low-cost 
management ot these casa11 are currently being tield 
tested, and will be developed tor broad use over the next 
several years. 

Enormoua atridea are also being made to eradicate quinea 
worm disease, a leading cause of painful disability among 
children in Africa, in large part due to the pe:!r&onal 
leadership ot former President carter and the conllDitted 
efforts of U.S. Peace Corps volunteers in nearly� dozen 
countries. The U.S. highly commanda theso effort.a. 
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Virtual elimination of vitamin A 
deficiency throughout the world

Establishment of universal breastfeeding 
of young infants as the norm in every 
country we assist

ADEQUATE AND PROPER NUTRITION ARE NECESSARY IN 
ORDER FOR CHILDREN TO GROW TO THEIR FULL POTENTIAL, 
TO LEARN, AND TO SURVIVE.

Facts Diets inadequate in vitamin A and other 
essential micro-nutrients, and poor breastfeeding 
practices, are a major correctable cause of child 
illness and deaths.
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The U.S, history of support

U.S. forefront of important

Diaoovering the role of vitamin A in ohild survivalo

301.

o
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There has never been a famine in a democratic country with a free 
press. f . ‘ ‘  r 1...
themes of U.S. foreign assistance for sustainable development

For many years it has been recognized that children in 
the developing world who do not receive adequate dietary 
vitamin A are at high risk of blindness.

Over the past decade, AID supported pioneering research 
in which the powerful link between vitamin A deficiency 
and a greatly increased risk of child death was 
discovered. We now know that insufficient vitamin A 
causes unnecessary illnesses and deaths among millions of 
children worldwide each year.

Following this discovery, AID then supported major field 
studies which found a simple, inexpensive solution to 
this global problem. These studies proved that regular 
provision of a simple, inexpensive vitamin A capsule 
could in some settings reduce child deaths by as much as

researchers have been at the l l_r
nutritional discoveries which have the potential to effect the 
lives of millions of children.

Establishing the importance of breastfeeding

AID nutrition researchers have irrefutably proven the the 
potential dangers of bottle feeding, especially in the 
environments of the Developing World where the water used 
to make Infant formula is often polluted.

They have gone on to prove that early and exclusive 
breastfeeding is as effective as a wonder drug in helping 
young infants avoid and fight off life-threatening 
infections. These remarkable scientific discoveries, 
which have drawn from the diverse fields of immunology, 
biochemistry and physiology, have helped to answer a 
question as old as mankind.

Here, as in many other ways, the Interplay of the key

becomes clear.
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u.s. goal• in childhood nutrition

In addition to strengthening oivil society, there are actions the 
u.s. will take nmt which will have immediate nutritional be1nefita

for the world's children.

• During the remainder ot this decade, we will continue to

assist developing countries in their efforts to achi�v• the
World Summit for Children goals by the year 2000, byz

o Supportinq the virtual elimination of serious vit:amin A
deficianoy

AID is now launching a worldwide campaign against vitamin
A and other micronutrient detieienoia• among children.
This effort is aimed at those countries with the highoat
levels of vitamin A deficiency and of child deaths, and
will directly support national efforts to improve
children's nutritional status.

Among other micro-nutrient deticienciaa, thia
Administration also highly commanda the actiona cit U.S.
non-governmental organizations and academic inatit:utiona
in their privately supported efforts to eliminate iodine
deficiency from tha world through tha iodinization of
salt. Thia effort addresses tha world'■ single l.argQs;t
cause ot mental impairment, and may achieve global
coverage by 1995.

o Promoting th• widespread acceptance ot u.ntvar■al
breaatfeedinq

In order to establish universal and exclus:iva breas:t
feeding as the best and most widely usad food for young
infants in every country in the world, AID baa rucently
launched the Breastfeeding Initiative. Thi• init:iative
ia dQdicated to building the behavioral chang,a■ and
support systems needed to make thia a reality.
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THEMES FOR THE WHITE BOUSE CHILDREN'S HEALTH EVENT 

* A basic commitment to the needs of children is a

guiding principle in both the domestio and foreign
policy of this Administration.

* Domestically, this has guided the development of
the Administration's Health Reform Plan to make
certain that the 9 million children who currently
have no health insurance will be fully covered, as
well as the new Immunization Initiative and other
programs which have been designed to strengthen
American families and protect our children.

* Internationally, the draft foreign assistance
legislation we have sent to Congress recognizeu
that the security and prosperity of the United
States in the 21st century and the health and uell­
being of children around the world are inextricably
intertwined.

* We commend UNICEF and the Children's Health
Champions for their contributions to the health of
the world's children, and commit our efforta t•:::>
helping to achieve the goals for the year 2000
adopted by the World Summit for Children, notably
in the areas of:

o Immunization -- to reduce the risk of serious
illness:

o Essential child health services to provide 
care when it is needed most: and

o Adequate nutrition to give children thu
strength they need to stay healthy and active.
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wor>t directed toward proteotlon ot children in ecp.oially 
ditfioult oir�tanoeo. F?'o• reaot.o health at.tion• in the 
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1HE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of Media 

FOR Th1MEDIATE RELEASE 
December 20, 1993 

CONTACT: 202-456-7150 

-MEDIA ADVISORY-

President Clinton will honor six distinguished American "health heroes" who 
have made unique conbibutions to improving the health of the world's 
children. At the ceremony, which also honors the United Nations Children's 
Fund, the President will receive UNICEF's 1994 State of the World's Children 
report and reaffirm the Administration's commitment to Children's health and 
development 

The six health heroes to be honored at the ceremony represent the tremendous 
contributions that many Americans have made for generations to improving 
the health of the world's children. The six health heroes will be available at the 
stake-out following the ceremony. Names and short biographies are attached. 

WHO: 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

PRE&S: 

President Bill Clinton 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
James Grant, UNICEF Executive Director 

President Clinton Honors Distinguished American "health 
heroes" and will receive UNICEF's annual State of the 
World's Children report 

December 21, 1993 at 2:00 pm 

East Room , The White House 

Pool Video - CBS Network Pool. Local stations may plug 
into CBS's video DA located in the press briefing room. 
Expanded Pool Stills - Priority for stills representing award 
recipients hometowns. 

Pool press should be in the press briefing room by 1:30 pm 
for an escort to the East Room. Please call the Office of 
Media Affairs for clearance if press does not have 
permanent White House credentials. (456-7150) Those press 
interested in speaking with award recipients at the stake­
out should call the Office of Media Affairs. Recipients will 
be available at 3:00 pm. A list of names and hometowns of 
recipients are attached. 



AWARDS: The following six award recipients will be available at the 
stake-out following the East Room Ceremony. 

Dr. Donald Hopkins 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Recognized for his leadership in promoting global health 
in support of child health and survival, including his work 
in global smallpox eradication, and for sustained 
contributions and leadership for the global effort to 
eradicate Guinea Worm. 

Dr. Patrice Jeliffe 
Los Angeles, California 
Recognized for promotion of nutrition education in nursing 
education and the promotion and fostering of 
breastfeeding program globally. Also, for pioneering work 
on the formulation and promotion of weaning foods 
comprised of locally available foodstuffs. 

Dr. Carl Taylor 
Baltimore, :Maryland 
Recogniz.ed for a lifetime commitment to pioneering 
community-based primary health care that developed and 
demonstrated the fact that, if children receive better care 
and nutrition, improving their chance of survival, this can 
be linked to birth control education resulting in reduced 
fertility and population control in the long term. 

Dr. Gretchen Berggren 
Bosto� Mas.sachusetts 

Recogniz.ed for life-long contributions to improving the 
health of children in Haiti and community based nutrition 
and primary child health care programs. 

Dr. William Foege 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Recogniz.ed for his leadership as Director of the Centers for 
Disease Control from 1987 to 1983 and of the global Child 
Survival Task Force. 

Dr. Norbert Hirschhorn 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Recognized for demonstrating the practical value of oral 
rehydration therapy and for implementation to effect ORT 
programs. 

### 
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"For her life-long coirunitment as a medical missionary to 
improving the health of children around the world and for her 
significant contributions as a public health expert to community­
based nutrition and primary health care programs for children."

Dr. Gretchen Berggren's citation on her presidential certificate 
of commendation reads: 
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DEC. -08' 9 (MO ) IO: 14 PFO UNICEF NY TEL:212 326 165 P. 00 I

unicefG 
f1:. lbc Eucuti.re Dim:&or � � 

UNICF.F Hou;t United Nadoru Children', F\lnd 
r.ond, des N&l.lons Ustlu pour rcnf.ana: 
Fcndo de las Nacion� Unidas pen& ID lnl'anda 

Dear Melanne: 

3 Uni,ecl N>Llons Plaz� 
Nev.· YurJ.:, New York 10017 
(2121 .'126-703) 
Telex: 4962019') / Fox: <ll2) .H6-775R 

5 December 1997 

I know you have been in touch with Chip Lyons since our meeting this past Monday, 
However, I simply want to express my thanks to the First Lady and you for your leadership and 
advocacy on behalf of children. both in developing countries and in the United States. It is always
a delight to meet with you and to learn of your progress. 

Needless-to-say, I very much look forward to seeing the First lady on January 26. Of 
course, we will be delighted as well if her presence in New York makes possible a brief 
appearance before the UNICEF Executive Board on that day. 

I have given some thought to your request for any recommendation we might have with 
regard to the President's and/or First Lady's public comments or any proclamations associated 
with Human Rights Day on December 10. Again, we hope that the U.S. as a signatory to the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) can express support for the concept of the rights of 
children and perhaps specifically indicate that the Administration has signed the CRC to signal its 
intention in the near future to submit it to the Senate for consideration and ratification. 

Regarding the President's trip to India in 1998, I am asking our field office in New Delhi 
to identify some specific, easily accessible projects to propose for possible site visits and we will 
bet back to you before the end of this month with some ideas. 

Wannest regards. 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the First Lady 
Room 100, OEOB 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Sincerely, 

c�� 
Executive Director 



OC,T -30; %(WED) 13:48 PPO UNICEF NY 

} ... t . ' •. ' 

unicef• 
Uni�d Nation$ Oiildren's F\md 
F'ands des Na1ioru Unles pour l'tnCnncc 
Fondo de lat Noclonc, Unidas J)41r.l In lo r•nc:14 

Dear Melanne: 

TEL:212 326 7165 P. 001

Office of the &caitive Dlreetor 

UNICEF Hou,e 
3 United NQtion• Plaz.'I 
New York, New York, 10017 
(212) :JU-7015
Telelt! 49620199 / r,'ax: (212) 326-7758

29 October 1996 

I assume as I write this that you are somewhere on the road with the First Lady, but I did 
not want too much time to elapse before expressing my thanks to Mrs. Clinton and to you for 
including Judy Collins and me in the East Room proaram on the former Yugoslavia last Monday. 
The First Lady's leadership on children,s issues and support for UNICEF continues to boost both 
our programmatic endeavors and our already positive spirits. 

We have been delight_ed to see such good press coverage of the unveiling of the Supennan 
landmine awarenC3s comic book continuing fillly one week after the event. The First Lady bas 
succeeded in raising in the U.S. the public's understanding of the importance oflandmine 
awarene&s among children in landmine pr�alcnt countries. This is indeed a terrific example of 
the strong partnership between the U.S. Government, the UN system and the private sector which 
can save lives. 

W anncst regards. 

Ms. Melannc V erveer 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
Room I oo OJd Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

Sincerely, 

£-;J 
Executive Director 
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unk:efO 
Uni1ed N�liun� Clillc1ren'1 1°und J Unilcd Nations Plazu 
Fonds de., Nu1it ·ns llnles pour l'onfancc 
Fonllo de las N:1olonc� Uni.Jui para l� lli foncia 

New Ynrk, New ork 10017 
2 I 2-326-7000 

ML Mc lanne Vervccr 
Chief o: 'Staff' 
Office c'rthe Fim Lady 
Room loo. Old Executive Oflic:e Building 
The wt�te House 
Wasbin';tmi, D,C_ 200S0 

Dear Mi :Iannc: 

Tokx: 175989 

September 24, 2000 

Ellen Y/lffc. UNICBF's Comptroller, aad I are beaded to Washington tlil, wee.t to bricfSwe and 
UNICEl r•, prognun and admiJiimative rdorm progress, and to disaw l!he AdminiSll'lltion's FY 2002 
request: i>r UNICEF. I will be meeting separately with Eric Schwartz oo this as well. I 'lll8DI.Cd to 
certain t w as we begin these discussioDS with the Administration lhar you are aware of Carol', 
Jcncr to ·lhe President whidl urges him to include $120 million for UNICEF in the FY 2002 budget .rQl.1� 

an inc.re i.se of &lightly I� than 10% from the i;urrent level. 

We would greatly appreciate your good vigilanc= of this pnx:css and suppon for the uu:reascd request, 
Please lu us know if you need any further information from UNICEF. 

It was tc:rific to see you in the chair on behalf of the U.S. at Mn;. Amwa's Girls &tucalion Forum earI.i 
thismonthl 

Sincerely, 

��-� AJejaDdro J. Palacios 
Senior Advisor 
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Un.ital Nalioni.: Children', Fund 
Fonds des N•li::ms Unlcs pour l'cofanc.e 
Fondo de lu 1'i'r,cione1 Unid:ls poJ1I 1� lnfanci• 

TEL:212 326 165 

UNICl:F Hou>C 

3 Uni1l-d N�1ions gza 
Nt•d'ork.N<WY k 10017 
1212) 326-703� 

P. 002

Tdu: 4%2019') / n: (2 Ill 326-77S8 

Dear Mr. ].>resident: 

It ,;vas a great pleasure seeing you last week here at the United Nations in the cou se of 
our Millen'nium General Assembly events. The opening of the Millennium Assembly apped 
off what h ls been a most positive year for the world's children beginning last January wi h your 
announcer,1ent of U.S. support for the newly created Global AI!iance for Vaccines and 
Immunization (GA VI), efforts to prevent the further spread ofl:IlV/AIDS and other infe 
diseases, a:id UNICEF. Indeed, your leadership on intemationaJ health has been insphin 
heart-warn ling. 

A r,umber of initiating governments are already hard at work toward developing 
General A:iscmbly Special Session on Children in September 2001 dedicated to reviewin the 
progress ac-:ftieved in all countries since the 1990 World Summit for Children and confir ing a 
new prognlmmatic agenda for the world's children and adolescents for the decade just be n. 
This new agenda for children.will likely include a focus on earl)' childhood care and 
developme.nt; basic education, particularly for girls; and the nee�s of adolescents. UNIC F will 
serve as se, :retariat for the Special Session and is working closely with the initiators. 

As lt has since the World Summit for Children, UNICEF is working in over 160 
in partnersl,tip with governments, the private sector, NGOs and civil society to ensure the
priority po:.1Sible is maintained for their children. In 2001, we expect to be able to report 
significant 'progress for children on numerous fronts such as immunization and nutrition 

untries 
·ghest

the growini.; challenges ofIDV/AIDS and armed conflict. I� pleased to note that the 
Govemme1,t of the United States has been a strong partner and supporter during this deca e. 

The Hon. V!itliam J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washingtor!, D.C. 20500 
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H-)wever, there remains much to be done and UNICEF, which relies entirely on
voluntary contributions, needs as much core suppon as possible to ensure that we can m intain
our effort; on behalf of children in all countries. Therefore, it is with the progress and 
challenge; noted above in mind that I write to simultaneously thank you for your leader ip and
previous :.upport, and to request that as the Fiscal Year 2002 request is prepared, the U. 
contribution to UNICEF be increased to Sl20 million. These:additional resources will 
UNICEF''s core child survival and development program throughout the developing wo 
ensure tha we can maintain our leading advocacy and program delivery roles on behalf
children as we approach tbe Special Session on Children. 

I '\''.1ould be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding the above.

�
erely,

�� 
Executive Di ctor




