




























































































The work we began here is just that -- a beginning. In our meeting I invited the industry
leaders to come back to the White House to report once they have developed their rating systems
and I look forward to the work that they will do.

Let me say on their behalf -- I know Jack Valenti will say this, but this is a
complicated and difficult undertaking. They talked a lot about some of the challenges that they
will face. I think that that should cause all the rest of us to be all the more supportive of the fact
that they are doing it, doing it together, and doing it with real deliberation and discipline on a
specific timetable.

We also had a very good discussion this moming of the urgent need to improve
children's programming. It is not enough for parents to be able to tune out what they don't want
their children to watch, they want to be able to tune in good programs that their children will
watch. We take the Children's Television Act seriously. We want to continue to work with the
industry to do the very best we can for our children in both quantity and quality of children's
programming. And I believe the executives here today will bring to this challenge the same
sense of responsibility they have brought to the issue of TV ratings.

Ultimately, we're trying to raise our children successfully in an age of information
overload in which the typical child will watch 25,000 hours of television before his or her 18th
birthday. Television is a powerful force to bring people together, to entertain, to educate, to open
our minds and hearts. But we also know that young people are exposed regularly to numbing
and pervasive violence and other destructive behavior when they park in front of the family
television.

I believe what we are doing here today shows how America can meet this
challenge and many of our challenges by businesses and parents and government all working
together, each doing our part. It shows what can happen when visionary business leaders do
make a commitment to values and the common good as well as the bottom line, and when they
live up to their responsibilities as corporate citizens of our great country.

I want to say, too, that I hope the kind of responsibility these leaders have shown
here today will be matched by other executives in other industries, on other problems the
American people face in common. That is how we can move forward into this new age of
possibility.

Finally, let me give credit where credit is due. This breakthrough we see today
is the result of literally years of concemns by America's parents. Ultimately it is only parents who
can prevent our children from seeing programs that teach violence, that has no consequences or -
that inappropriate behavior is glamorous. So to all the parents of America, I say: You will be
handed a powerful tool that you must now exercise it with the responsibilities that go with it.
And to all the parents who have worked for this day, I say a very special thank you, especially
to Tipper Gore, who has worked on this issue for 20 years, and to the First Lady, who has given
it so much of her concem.


































































