








From: RDSexton, 73557, 3463
To: Creators Syndicate, 71154,1271
Date: Thu, Apr 18, 1996, 11:25 PM
RE: Hillary Rodham Clinton

Dear Mrs. Clinton-

I read with dismay your column (as published on Compuserve) of April 2, 1996. 1In
it you made a terribly erroneous statement concerning Turkey.

You wrote that "Turkey has a long history of religious tolerance, having been the
birthplace of Orthodox Christianity...". That is wrong on two counts. First,
Turkey is not the birthplace of Orthodox Christianity. The Orthodox Church
properly regards its founding as being on the day of Pentecost in 33 AD in
Jerusalem. Turkey simply did not exist at that time nor is Jerusalem within its
borders.

Of far more importance is the claim that Turkey has a history of religious
tolerance. 1In the face of the fact that Turkey is regularly cited for its dismal
human rights record this is utter nonsense. At the turn of the century, the
population of Turkey was one-fourth Christian. Since then, through a continuous
campaign of persecution virtually all Christians have been driven out. 1In 1950
there were 250,000 Greek Orthodox Christians in Constantinople. Today there are
perhaps 2,500. It is small comfort to realize that this is the largest Christian
group in that whole country. That is why today the population of Turkey is over
99% muslim. That is "predominantly muslim" indeed!

How would you explain Turkey's supposed tolerance to the 1,000,000 Armenians
slaughtered in this centuries first holocaust? How would you explain it to the
thousands upon thousands of Greeks who died at Smyrna in 1922? How would you
reconcile that tolerance to the 1,250,000 Greeks pushed out of Turkey in 1922 in an
internationally recognized act of ethnic cleansing? How do you tell the Greeks of
Cyprus that Turkey has a record of tolerance when they have been exiled from their
homes, their property confiscated and their churches desecrated? For twenty-two
years the world watched as the US wrung its hands and then sent military aid to
that same invader?

If Turkey is so tolerant, why has the theological seminary at Halki been closed by
the Turkish government for two decades? Why did it take forty years and the
intervention of Jimmy Carter to gain the approval of the Turkish government to
rebuild the Patriarchate in Constantinople? For forty years it remained fire
damaged while an obstinate Turkish government refused permission to rebuild. 1Is
that evidence of religious tolerance?

I hope, while you were in Constantinople, you had an opportunity to visit the
AyaSofya museum. If you had, you might have reflected on the history of that place
and that city. Perhaps it would have occurred to you that alone among the great
capitals of Europe, Constantinople is the only one still occupied by a foreign
power. London is English. Paris is French.- Rome is Italian. But Constantinople,
the city created by a Roman emperor as the first truly Christian city, is now
occupied by a state bent on eradicating every last vestige of Christianity from
within its borders (unless it can be hawked for tourist dollars).

If you had visited that museum you would, of course, have been reminded that this
was once a Christian Church, Hagia Sophia, the Church of the Holy Wisdom, the
greatest church in Chritendom. In 1453, it was appropriated for a mosque after the
priests and people within had been slaughtered. When you walk in that place you
walk on the blood of martyrs and, like Abel, their blood cries out from the ground
for justice. For over 500 years there has been no justice nor will there be
justice while Turkey is pandered to with words like yours.

Robert D. Sexton
3225 W. Minarets
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.TAIJ(ING IT OVER |
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The lighting of the Olympuc flame amid the ancient rums of Olympla Greece Is a
simple and solemn affair. There are no marching bands no fancy commercials, no
play-by-play commentary, just a silent dance to the Greek gods punctuated by the beat
of a single drum. '

Watching this remarkable event on the grassy spot where the original Games
were held more than 2,500 years ago, | was reminded not only of the enduring power
of Western civilization but also of the democratic ideals we are still working toward
today. '

It turned out to be the perfect place to end my week-long trip to Bosnia, Turkey
and Greece. As different as these countries appear on the surface, their pasts and
futures are inextricably tied to ours and to the world's -- and to the vision set forth in the
earliest Olympic contests.

My first stop was Bosnia, a country that has suffered untold horror but is now
trying, with international help, to create a multiethnic, multireligious democracy. Not
only did | visit with religious, political and humanitarian leaders, | also spent time with
American troops who are part of NATO's mission to enforce the Bosnian peace
accords.

Then, | went to Turkey, a NATO partner whose importance to the United States
goes well beyond its geography at the crossroads of Europe and Asia. Turkey is a
rarity in its region of the world because, although predominantly Muslim, it is a secular
society. -
At a time of increased political tensions and the rise of religious extremism in
southern Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and North Africa, Turkey's role as a
secular democracy becomes that much more significant to nations interested in
spreading the fruits of peace and democracy.

Turkey has a long history of religious tolerance, having been the birthplace of
Orthodox Christianity and a meeting point throughout history for many of the world's
great religions.

While | was in Istanbul, | had a chance to meet with the leaders of the country's
major religious groups -- Muslim, Jewish, Catholic and Orthodox. We talked about
what they can do to make sure that i'eligion is not used to promote fanaticism, violence



faiths. Rne : : : -~
Leaving Ankara and Istanbul, | traveled to Greece where many of the values
and institutions of modemn civilization were bom. Standmg in the Acropors above the
city of Athens, | imagined the anclent Athenians coming to market to buy pears, ﬂgs
and honey and the sounds of cobblers and sculptors making and selling their wares. |
envisioned jurors assembling for court and senators taking their seats in the Athenian
legislature.

Almost every aspect of our lives today has roots in classical antiquity. The words
we use, the laws we follow, the medicine we practice, the ideas we believe In, the
buildings we build, the plays and dramas we perform, the system of democratic
government SO many countries now enjoy all began with the ancient Greeks.

Since those earlier times, of course, empires have risen and fallen, wars have
been won and lost, and much blood has been spilled in that part of the world. But
through it all, pluralistic democracy has lived on and spread, proving to be the world's
most equitable, just and productive form of government that clvilization has ever
known. '

All of which brings me back to the Olympic Games, one of the most palpable
and powerful symbols we have of the democratic values the ancient Greeks created
for us. :

The flame that was lit last week - and which will guide the Games in Atlanta this
summer - burns with the spirit of Olympic contests that have taken place in Greece
and around the world and the tens of thousands of athletes who have competed in
them. It is a spirit that stretches back nearly 3,000 years to the first foot race held amid
the orange and olive groves of Olympia. ‘

Now, as then, the Olympic Games emphasize an inescapable dimension of the
human experience -- that we are all members of one global family.

Whether through athletes competing at sports in Olympia or Atlanta, or through
American, Turkish and Greek troops helping democracy grow in Bosnia, we are
coming together as nations to build bridges of respect, tolerance and friendship.

It is a task that has challenged us for most of human history. But rarely has it
been as urgent as it is today.
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