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I ‘Activist’ ideas in a nonthreatening garb: Hillary Rodham Clinton and her daughter, Chelsea, on a visit to the Taj Mahal in Agra

Dances With CamelsI
I Hillary Clinton: In South Asia, a search for statements—fashion and otherwise
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were next to the dancing horses, and just 
after the six troupes of Punjabi dancers, and 
just before the Pakistani orchestra playing 
third-rate, 20-year-old disco music . . . and 
also just before the rose-petal altar, which 
stood in the center of a courtyard where an 
open-air dinner for 500 was to be laid on by 
the governor of Punjab—and the camels 
were dancing in the midst of thousands 
upon thousands of small, pungent oil lamps.

I 
I

lining the walks and walls of the ancient 
Muslim fort at Lahore, casting fairy-tale 
shadows from golden baubles of light. Exot­
ic did not begin to describe it. The First 
Lady approached now, moving along a red 
carpet passing the Punjabi dancers, flanked 
by her daughter. Chelsea, and Benazir 
Bhutto, prime minister of Pakistan. All 
three wore the shalwar kameez, a combina­
tion of long tunic and pants, which—in

By Joe Klein
|HERE WAS CONFUSION, AS WELL AS 

mystery, in the air: a breeze, a buzz, 
a hint of movement. There were 
shouts and flashbulbs now, and 
walkie-talkies crackling: “Latti­

more! Lattimore! Where are you?”
“Over by the dancing camels.” said Neel 

Lattimore, deputy press secretary to Hilla­
ry Rodham Clinton. The dancing camels 

J

____________

1

£

I

Ml
>•

I

I 
>4

A D p T T 'Cl

'"■S'W/
I® )

I



I
I

I

&

r
y-zf.

1

Jsir

30

<■

uniionn lor Islamic women in □outn Mbia. nnmim. sne wanueieu iiuin 
These, however, were brilliantly colored, ' Pakistan to India to Nepal last ' 
bejeweled and embroidered—the First La- I week, the First Lady seemed to
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customs of the country, which most seemed 
to consider a source of cohesion rather than 
repression. “We need to establish trust 
with the [common] people.” said a girl who 
hoped to go into advertising, “so they [ 
understand were not their enemies. They j 
think that with education, girls will get 
out of hand ..

“That’s difficult to do sometimes—estab­
lish trust,” the First Lady replied. Then a 
girl asked about the “secularization, the loss 
of identity” that came with the new global 
economy. Hillary Clinton began tentative- | 
ly: “I worry about it a lot. I tried to speak 
about it a few years ago ...” The Politics of 
Meaning! And then, gathering herself up. 
she launched into an extended rumination j 
about mullahs. American and Asian; about ) 
"the great struggle” to build a tolerant, but
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alized by the Muslims—when 
worn with a dupatta (scarf), it 
could seem as prim and furtive as 
the burka (the veiled dress of the 
truly devout). After the shah was 
toppled by the Iranian ayatollahs 
in 1979, a nervous Pakistani lead­
ership leaned on the elites, quiet­
ly encouraging the shalwar ka- 
meez as required dress for 
women. At about the same mo­
ment—in a lovely irony of the 
modem world—a new genera­
tion of Indian businesswomen 
were adopting the costume be­
cause it was more practical, and 
comfortable, than the sari.

Modest and practical, a uni- M 
i fri k/M i -n zT n-lirnc
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tty’s was red. a gift from Bhutto. She looked I be searching for the rhetorical 
dazzling. And she seemed to suppress an
astonished giggle as two dancing camels
bowed before her. then rose and high-
kicked together in the soft night air.

Let us talk about fashion and politics.
Thirty-three years ago, Jacqueline Kennedy
came to this part of the world and made a
splash by wearing an Indian sari. The sari is
""" >ft and sensual garment, a wrap of cotton

;ilk that often leaves the arms and mid-
__ exposed. Hillary Clinton's staff had
studied film and photos of that trip and
been surprised, not just by the sari, but by
some of the other clothes Mrs. Kennedy

-5

I’m beginning to see glimmers.” |
There were glimmers in a remarkable 

had worn. “Sleeveless sheaths!” said an i scene at the Islamabad College for Girls, | 
aide. “She rode an elephant in a skirt that i where a group of young women—children 
came up above her knee!” I of the elite—wondered aloud, and quite el-

'/A

equivalent of the shalwar ka- 
meez. a way to dress “activ- 
ist” ideas in nonthreatening 
garb—for both domestic and 
overseas consumption. “It’s 
one of the most important *

3 •

The State Department was warning | oquently. how they could balance their am- 
against exposed female limbs of any sort on 1 bitions with the increasingly conservative 
this First Lady's trip to South Asia. Times
had changed. The local cultures, especially
Islamic ones, had grown conservative.
“The elite women of Pakistan cannot wear
jeans anymore,” an Indian feminist told me
later in the week. “Now they must dress
like the common people, the behevers.”
Hillary Clinton had lowered the hemlines
on several skirts in preparation for the trip.
But her fashion statement became the
shalwar kameez, which is a curious, contra­
dictory apparatus—and a rather neat meta­
phor for the enduring, torturous complica­
tions of her public life.

Practicality: The shalwar kameez was in­
vented by the Sikhs, who wanted to liberate
their women from the sari in the early 18th

I century—so they could join the army and
I go to war against the Muslims. It was easier
i to ride a horse in tunic and pants. ____

The combination was adopted by
H j the Punjabis, the largest ethnic

| group in Pakistan, and institution-
I ■ L-tsv it, A V I ■ z-K
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myself,” she said, curled on a to the Great s-hir^

couch in her New Delhi hotel suite Barbara kinnet-the white house

several days after the dancing camels. “I | still "spiritual” response to the “rampant 
think a new language of pofitics is being j materialism and consumerism . . . because 
born. None of us have it quite right yet, but j many of those who are concerned about the 

' lack of meaning and undermining of family 
life would like to adopt a rigid response to 
it...” It slowly became clear, as she went 
on. that she had drifted into a recollection of 
the 1994 election, her health-care humilia-
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IRA WYMAN FOR NEWSWEEK I form for tradition-bound wives 
plainer form—has become the required | and women warriors 
uniform for Islamic women in South Asia. | hmmm. As she wandered from
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moved—but, she later said, tired. She had 
just finished her final remarks when an old­
er woman leaped to the microphone and 
said, “You’ve come into our courtyard and 
filled our hearts with joy and we will never i 
forget you.” Suddenly, the entire throng be- [ 
gan to sing. The song was familiar, but elu- ■

moments that could have veered into 
self-righteous territory’, but didn’t. Her 
message was feminism and activism, to 
be sure—but clothed in the shalwar ka- 
meez of voluntarism. She proselytized 
programs that Newt Gingrich might 
adore, nongovernmental programs, 
safe havens run by altruists rather than 
bureaucrats, programs that loaned ‘ 
poor women money to start businesses and 
take care of themselves.

And perhaps the most powerful memory’ 
of Hillary Clinton’s first week in South Asia 
came at such a place: the Self-Employed 
Women’s Association (SEWA) in Ahmad- 
abad. She sat in a hot. dusty, but mercifullv 
covered courtyard, with hundreds of wom­
en—a third Untouchables, another third 
Muslims; rag-pickers, street vendors, the 
most desperate of the poor—and they told 

i her about their organization of more than

No.” the First Lady flashed and her daugh­
ter was hustled off by aides. One wondered 
about the vehemence. Chelsea was a de­
lightful and serene presence on the trip, a 
sure source of pride for her mother. But the 
First Lady's insistence that her daughter 
never be used as media fodder, admirable 
in principle, suddenly seemed inflexible, 
fiercely dogmatic, a reminder of all that 
had gone wrong for the Clintons these past 
few years.

But that was only a moment. And there 
were many others that were much better.

loaned them money and gave them the 
I courage, as one said, “to walk into the vil­

lage council and talk to ... the police [who 
had. before SEWA. harassed them off the 
street], and speak our minds." The meeting 
went on for an hour; the First Lady was |

^4

PHOTOS BY laAMVMAN FOB NEWSWEEK 

Cuddling babies, covering heads: The First Lady and
Chelsea at Mother Teresa’s orphanage in New

in mo-

i tion. all the awfulness. She was talking
about America, but the Pakistani girls were
rapt; they clearly understood her meaning.
Indeed, she was reaching them in a way
that she had rarely connected with Ameri­
cans. But then, these were socially con­
scious children of the elite, caught in the

I same cultural whipsaw that she was. wor-
j ried about how to pursue their ambitions
! without seeming “enemies” of the common

folk, without seeming bossy.
Tarted-up exhibits: In April of 1962

Newsweek chided Jacqueline Kennedy for
forging a somewhat less sub­
stantive (upper) class alliance
with the South Asians and see­
ing “only the pageantry of the
Indian subcontinent, not its

! poverty.” No chance of that
with this First Lady. There
were daily visits to villages and

i clinics and schools. But it isn’t
| easy to experience actual pover-
| ty on an Official Visit, and these

were tarted-up exhibits—roads
newly paved, open sewers new­
ly retrenched, garbage dumps
(and their human residents)
camouflaged by flimsy walls of
outrageously cheery print fab­
rics—all part of the great South
Asian Poverty Theme Park that
has engaged, and foiled, well-
intentioned Westerners since
Mrs. Clinton’s Victorian Meth­
odist precursors were on the
case. In such circumstances it
isn’t hard to slip into egregious
uplift mode. Indeed. Mother
Teresa's remarkable New Delhi
orphanage — with its rows of
well-dressed, ineffably gor­
geous and incredibly serene in­
fants in cribs—almost demand­
ed self-righteous excess, but the
First Lady didn’t gush. She cuddled and
rocked several babies, then approached the

| cameras, and retreated into the stiff public
perfection that seems almost a reflexive de­
fense against untoward emotions; “Oh,
they’re so beautiful.” she said, “and I’m so
pleased because the minister says adoption
is becoming more and more available.”

A constant struggle for her: seeming hu­
man in public, rather than perfect. She is
too wary ever to be entirely open, although
there were glimmerings here as well: after a
few days on the road, the Stockholm Syn­
drome set in. entwining Her Ladyship (as
some of the locals had it) and Her Traveling
Hacks—she was our captive and we were
hers—and the atmosphere became down-

I right convivial. The mood changed quickly
one afternoon when television reporters
were led to believe they might ask Chelsea
about her reaction to the Taj Mahal, which
the wire services had already gotten. “No! I 100.000 members, how it unified them.

~i
t

sive. Slowly, it became clear: they were j 
singing “We Shall Overcome” in the Guja- , 
rati dialect. Hillary Clinton later said she j 
found herself thinking about the great cir- i 
cle—from Henry David Thoreau, who was j 
read by Gandhi, who in turn inspired Mar- I 
tin Luther King, whose anthem these worn- | 
en were now singing. A precisely perfect 
thought, of course. But the human reaction 
that accompanied it was far more memora­
ble: as they sang, tears welled in Hillaiy 
Rodham Clinton’s eyes. ■ |

1 I
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consulted with Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, wore a traditional Islamic scarf to a mosque and watched a villager work a loom.Goodwill tour. In Pakistan, Mrs. Clinton
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lie pictures were precisely what the While House hoped for I heic was 
Hillary Rodham (Tinlon. international mother figure, stroking the hands 
of sweet-faced infants, tending the sick, wearing the traditional shalwar 

kameez tunic and pantaloons of Pakistani women and comforting impoverished 
villagers throughout South Asia. But the first lady’s trip was more than a pub­
lic-relations gambit. Friends viewed her incarnation as goodwill ambassador for 
her husband, her country and her gender as part of a longtime quest for self­
fulfillment and, more broadly, a “politics of meaning.”

The 20.000-mile. 12-day 
mission showed more clear­
ly than ever that Mrs. Clin­
ton has fundamentally changed the way she de­
fines her job. Since the Republicans' November 
landslide, she seems to have discovered .1 healthy 
sense of her own limits. At least in public, she is no 
longer the know-it-all policy maker who pushed 
for an unpopular overhaul of the nation’s medical 
system. Nor is she the moral imperialist who angri­
ly condemned health-insurance companies and
Republicans. 'ITie overbearing side of her nature 
may re-emerge, but for now she is all gentle self- 
deprecation. She recently told U.S. News that her 
role is, above all, to “be there” for her husband.

On her visits to Bangladesh. India, Nepal. Paki­
stan and Sri Lanka, she carefully avoided such 

contentious issues as human-rights abuses and nuclear proliferation. In New 
Delhi, she called for improved education and health care for women and girls. 
She wore native costumes, expressed appreciation for local artists and insisted 
that her main purpose was to listen and learn. Al a New Delhi orphanage su­
pervised by Mother Teresa. Mrs. Clinton and daughter Chelsea cradled infants 
in their arms and praised the nuns for their commitment. Asked in Lahore, Pa­
kistan, if she had a nickname, the first lady replied with a smile: “Some people, 
I would imagine, have quite rude nicknames for me.”

She had started the week with a dose of self-deprecating humor back home. In 
a video that her supporters produced for Washington’s glitzy Gridiron dinner, 
she portrayed a female Forrest Gump, complete with syrupy Southern accent 
and simplistic aphorisms. “My mama always told me the White House is like a 
box of chocolates,” she drawled, borrowing the movie’s most famous line. “It’s 
pretty on the outside, but inside there’s a lot of nuts.” Her in absentia spoof was 
a smash. ■‘Hillary,’’ said California Gov. Pete Wilson, “was dynamite.”

Like her husband, she has come to understand that self-deprecation is an essen­
tial virtue of public life. Says a friend of the Clintons: “It brings them down to scale 
when they can laugh at their weaknesses and show they don’t think they have all 
the answers.” Some see the first lady’s new humility as an attempt to soften her im­
age just as another presidential election cycle begins. And that it may be. But 
there’s no mistaking the fact that her sense of limits is in line with America’s con­
servative mood. The wonder is that it took her so long.  BY KENNETH T. WALSH

Soothing the world— 
and people back home

£0^
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REPORT

NUMBER OF THANKSTHOSE MENTIONED

Madonna and Sean Penn

Cindy Crawford and Richard Gere

Marilyn Monroe and Joe DiMaggio

Liz Taylor and Conrad Hilton

Shannen Doherty and Ashley Hamilton

Separated

25

A federal report has found that children 
bom to uneducated mothers are more like­
ly to be mildly retarded than those bom to 
better-educated women. But researchers 
also discovered evidence that mild retarda­
tion may be both prevented and treated. A 
program has been announced to help mild­
ly retarded children improve their skills.

Carter Mediates Sudan Truce 
Sudan’s Islamic fundamen­
talist government and south­
ern rebels negotiated a truce 
with the help of former Pres­
ident Jimmy Carter. The two 
sides, which have been fight­
ing a 12-year war in which 
more than 1 million people 
have died, agreed to a two- 
month cease-fire so that 
health workers could try to 
wipe out the parasitic Guinea 
worm, which causes debili­
tating disease.

✓ A test for Parkinson's disease 
may detect the illness in its early 
stages, before it affects speech and move­
ment. With earlier diagnosis, researchers 
say, treatment will be more effective.

r
r

Firebombs Across Germany 
In central Germany, police 
arrested four Kurdish mili­
tants in connection with a 
string of fire bombings target­
ed at Turkish property across 
the country. Over the past 
month, more than 100 Turk­
ish travel agencies, stores, 
banks, newspaper offices, 
mosques, cultural centers and 
meeting halls in 15 German 
cities have been hit by Molo­
tov cocktails. Officials suspect 
the banned Kurdistan Work­
ers’ Party, which has waged 
an 11-year war for an inde­
pendent Kurdish homeland.

Serious Security
Since the attack that killed 
two U.S. employees of the 
American consulate in 
Karachi, Pakistan, the State 
Department has provided 
the diplomatic post with ar­
mored vehicles as well as a 
security team to train its em­
ployees. A State Department 
memo obtained by TIME re­
vealed that, in the months 
before the attack, a previous 
security-training team had 
been virtually ignored by the

First Lady in South Asia 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
daughter Chelsea embarked 
on a 12-day official goodwill 
tour of Pakistan, India. 
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka. The emphasis: pro­
moting the welfare of 
women and children. Clin­
ton mere etfille toured or­
phanages, schools and a 
women’s cooperative, as well 
as the fabled Taj Mahal, 
which Mrs. Clinton termed 
“just haunting.”

✓ Testing of gene therapy for prostate­
cancer patients will begin soon. The pro­
cedure will, in theory, spark the body’s
immune system to hunt down tumors that
spread from the initial growth in men who
have already had surgery.
Sources GOOD—Hew Eneana Journal ot Medicine: University of Arizona: AP Amencan Cancer Society: Johns Hopkins University: AP 
BAG—New England Journal ot Medicine: Centers tor Disease Control and Prevention. Emory University

✓ Women who spend four 
hours or less on their feet each 
day incur double the average 
number of hip fractures; so do 
those whose mothers suffered a 

’ hip fracture, a study of almost
■ 10,000 women shows. Taking 
I sedatives for many years, con-
■ suming caffeine and losing 

weight also increase the risk.

To the surprise of dozens of Americans, the 
marriage of Julia Roberts and Lyle Lovett 
broke up last week. How does their marital 
tenure compare with other celebrity couples?

Months married

‘t1

Honey, I’m Home!... 
w Honey?

Eleven talented moviemakers won Oscars 
for their contributions to Forrest Gump. 
The number of times each ofthem thanked 
certain people—or neglected to—may 
have unintentionally illuminated Holly­
wood’s pecking order:

Catherine Howard and Henry VIII

118 days

Lisa Marie Presley and Michael Jackson

land counting)

TIME Graphic by Steve Hart: Picture: R.Daws-Shoohng Star

j)

| A HAPPY ENDING 
p UHoop Dreams has done a lot
I for me. It got me into Michael

Jordan's birthday party.H
—WILLIAM GATES, COLLEGE BASKETBALL

I '’LAYER AND SUBJECT OF THE NOT-ACADEMY- 

AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY

Mia Farrow and Frank Sinatra 

Julia Roberts and Lyle Lovett

✓ The pain reliever ibuprofen 
can significantly slow lung dete­
rioration in some children with 
cystic fibrosis, according to a new ■ 
study. The results were most dra- , 
malic in children ages 5 to 13.

•Winners' spouses 9
• Executive Sherry Lansing and
“everyone at Paramount” .7 

•Director Bob Zemeckis. . . . . 6
• “The talented cast and crew”.... 5
•Winners' parents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
•Thefilm's producers. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
•The Academy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
•Actor Tom Hanks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

•Winners'kids. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Agents and/or lawyers...........................................3

■Screenwriter Eric Roth................................................................2

- Winston Groom, the ooTenst whose hook 
inspired the entire protect to been wrth
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Mrs. Clinton, 
in India, Seeks 
Idea Exchange

From Reuters

XTEW DELHI —First 
1N Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton arrived in India 
early today saying she 
wants to exchange ideas on 
how to help women, chil­
dren and the poor.

Mrs. Clinton, on the sec­
ond leg of a 12-day goodwill 
tour of South Asia, was 
greeted by U.S. Ambassador 
Frank Wisner and Indian 
officials at a low-key airport 
welcoming ceremony.

Mrs. Clinton began her 
tour with a two-day visit to 
Pakistan. Wearing the na­
tive garb of Pakistani 
women, she was guest of 
honor Monday at a candle­
light dinner at Lahore’s an­
cient Red Fort attended by 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto.

Earlier Monday, she visit­
ed a clinic in Burki village 
near Lahore where she ob­
served a 4-month-old boy 
being given oral polio vac­
cine and briefly attended 
mathematics and English 
classes at a local girls school.

Afterward she talked 
with local residents about 
the problems of women.

“The problem of taking 
care of your own family 
and children, and going out 
and working. . . that caus­
es double time, double du­
ty,” Mrs. Clinton said.
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HillBry Clinton (center) and daughter Chelsea are flanked by children Monday during a visit to the Paki­
stan! village of Burki, about 12 miles from Lahore. The Clintons later arrived in India, the second stoo on 
their five-nation tour of Asia. H
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MoSTr Tferesa Orphanage with !irsl lad,
Clinton in New Delhi, India. At each stop on the Clintons 12

John Gaps III Associated Press
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day tour of South Asia, children are a prime focus, and the

Mother Teresa was unable to greet them; she was in Vietnam.

■ 4.7- ■
-7?.

' o""''



I

I
I ASIA

I
I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I

I
I

The Atlanta Journal / The Atlanta Constitution >

• ■■ . T.tlB

I

Wednesday, March 23.1995

■ CLINTONS Visfr ORPHANAGE: Hillary 

Rodham Clinton’s first public appearance in In­
dia was a tour of Mother Teresa’s orphanage in 
New Delhi, where the first lady and her daugh­
ter, Chelsea, eagerly picked up two babies in 
pink lacy dresses and rocked them soothingly in 
their arms. “The good news is that the children 
are constantly moving” into permanent homes, 
the first lady said.
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By John Gaps III. AR 

IN NEW DELHI, INDIA: Chelsea Clinton cuddles or­
phaned toddlers Tuesday as she tours the Mother Tere­
sa Orphanage with her mother, Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
The two are on a tour of south Asia.
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NEW DELHI, India — It was more 
than a social nicety when Hillary 
Rodham Clinton placed her palms to­
gether and dipped her head Tuesday 
to greet a class of slum children as­
sembled in very proper school uni­
form.

At each stop on Mrs. Clinton’s tour 
of South Asia, children have been a 
prime focus, and she devoted much 
of her first day in India to the cause of 
some of the world’s neediest It 
seemed only natural that they were 
among the first to whom she extend­
ed the traditional namaste Indian 
greeting.

Mrs. Clinton's first public appear­
ance in India was a tour of Mother 
Teresa’s orphanage, where the first 
lady and her daughter, Chelsea, ea­
gerly picked up two babies in pink 
lacy dresses and rocked them sooth­
ingly in their arms.

The two went room to room in the 
crowded children’s home, bending 
over to stroke and pat babies crowd­
ed into orderly rows of metal cribs 
lined up side by side and two deep in 
places.

"The good news is that the children 
are constantly moving" into perma­
nent homes, the first lady said.

Indeed, a group of 15 youngsters 
who had planned to sing for the first 
lady were gone by the time she ar­
rived, leaving nuns from the Mission­
aries of Charity to sing for Mrs. Clin­
ton themselves.

Mother Teresa, based in Calcutta, 
was unable to greet the first lady per­
sonally because she was in Vietnam. 
But she and the first lady have been 
corresponding about setting up a 
transitional facility in Washington for 
children awaiting adoption, aides 
said.

“It's important to realize that with

a lot of love and good organization 
and planning, you can take care of a 
lot of children well," Mrs. Clinton 
said. “But it’s never going to be a sub­
stitute for a permanent family.”

The only other public event on Mrs. 
Clinton's schedule Tuesday was a vis­
it to the Prayas school project in the 
shadow of South Delhi’s slums.

Started by a faculty wife at the In­
dian Institute of Technology who de­
cided to teach five slum children to 
read, the program now educates 
more than 200 children and trains 
women in literary, nutrition, health 
and how to earn money for their 
skills.

The children meet in the universi­
ty’s outdoor amphitheater and dress­
ing room, where Mrs. Clinton visited 
science and English class and 
watched a yoga demonstration, jok­
ing, "I tried to remember all of the 
exercises ... because I need to work

Chelsea Clinton visits with children Tuesday as she tours Mother 

Teresa’s orphanage in New Dehli, India. Chelsea and her mother, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton are on a tour of South Asia.
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on my heart and my arms and my 
waist."

Founder Rashmi Mishra told the 
first lady the teaching effort was 
“sustained and inspired by the un­
stinting love and shared hopes and 
dreams” of the women and children 
who benefit from it.

Mrs. Clinton called it “a marvelous 
example of how people working to­
gether can take care of each other.” 
She has placed particular emphasis 
during her trip on the importance of 
nongovernmental organizations in 
helping to meet social needs.

The first lady also visited Tuesday 
with prominent women of Indian so­
ciety at a luncheon hosted by Chris­
tine Wisner, wife of the U.S. ambassa­
dor. She was the dinner guest of 
Indian President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma at his official residence. 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, once the elegant 
home of the viceroy of India.

L -

First lady meets 
with poor children 
in India on tour
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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for the first lady were gone by Hillary Rodham Clinton shares a greeting Tuesday with an Iridian student at Prayas School in New Delhi, 
the time she arrived, leaving
nuns from the Missionaries of
Charity to sing for Clinton cutta, was unable to greet the
themselves. first lady personally because she spending about setting up a tion, aides said.
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NEW DELHI, India (AP) - 
It was more than a social nicety 
when Hillary Rodham Clinton 
placed her palms together and 
dipped her head Tuesday to 
greet a class of slum children as­
sembled in very proper school 
uniform.

At each stop on Clinton’s 
tour of South Asia, children 
have been a prime focus, and 
she devoted much of her first 
day in India to the cause of 
some of the world’s neediest. It 
seemed only natural that they 
were among the first to whom 
she extended the traditional 
namaste Indian greeting.

Clinton’s first public appear­
ance in India was a tour of 
Mother Teresa’s orphanage, 
where the first lady and her 
daughter, Chelsea, eagerly 
picked up two babies in pink 
lacy dresses and rocked them 
soothingly in their arms.

The two went room to room 
in the crowded children’s home, 
bending over to stroke and pat 
babies crowded into orderly 
rows of metal cribs lined up side 
by side and two deep in places.

“The good news is that the 
children are constantly moving” 
into permanent homes, the first b
lady said. |

Indeed, a group of 15 young- I1 
sters who had planned to sing
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NEW DELHI, India — It was 
more than a social nicety when 
Hillary Rodham Clinton placed her 
palms together and dipped her 
head Tuesday to greet a class of 
slum children assembled in very 
proper school uniform.

At each stop on Clinton’s tour of 
South Asia, children have been a 
prime focus, and she devoted 
much of her first day in India to the 
cause of some of the world’s needi­
est. It seemed only natural that 
they were among the first to whom 
she extended the traditional 
namaste Indian greeting.

Clinton’s first public appearance 
in India was a tour of Mother Tere­
sa’s orphanage, where the first 
lady and her daughter. Chelsea, 
eagerly picked up two babies in 
pink lacy dresses and rocked them 
soothingly in their arms.

The two went room to room in 
the crowded children’s home, 
bending over to stroke and pat ba­
bies crowded into orderly rows of 
metal cribs lined up side by side 
and two deep in places.

“The good news is that the children 
are constantly moving” into perma­
nent homes, the first lady said.

Indeed, a group of 15 youngsters 
who had planned to sing for the 
first lady were gone by the time 
she arrived, leaving nuns from the 
Missionaries of Charity to sing for 
Mrs. Clinton themselves.

Mother Teresa, based in Cal­
cutta. was unable to greet the first 
lady personally because she was in 
Vietnam. But she and the first lady 
have been corresponding about 
setting up a transitional facility in 
Washington for children awaiting 
adoption, aides said.

“It’s important to realize that with 
a lot of love and good organization 
and planning, you can take care of a 
lot of children well.” Clinton said. 
“But it’s never going to be a substi­
tute for a permanent family.”

The only other public event on 
Clinton’s schedule Tuesday was a 
visit to the Prayas school project in 
the shadow of South Delhi’s slums.

The first lady also visited Tues­
day with prominent women of In­
dian society at a luncheon hosted 
by Christine Wisner, wife of the 
U.S. ambassador.

First lady puts 
focus on kids 
while in Asia
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I catches first lady’s ear
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still quoting the poem.
‘“And yet, there must be free­

dom, if we are to speak. And yes, 
there must be power, if we are to 
be heard. And when we have both 
[freedom and power], let us not be 
misunderstood.’ ”

The poem had special reso­
nance in India, the world’s larg­
est democracy, where the birth of 
a daughter still can be an oc­
casion for dread, where brides 
are beaten or burned if their 
families resist in-laws’ demands 
for a higher dowry and where 
harassment and forced prostitu­
tion are common.

But the American first lady, 
who has so often felt misunder­
stood and who has kept her own 
counsel in the months since the 
collapse of her health-care drive, 
seemed to be speaking as much 
to herself and her fellow Ameri­
cans as to the students in the 
balcony who exploded in ap­
plause.

“I read it [the poem] and I was 
just overwhelmed by it,” Mrs. 
Clinton said later. Presented to 
her Tuesday, she said she rewrote 
her speech Tuesday night so she 
could incorporate the poem.

In her speech Wednesday, Mrs. 
Clinton said the first install­
ment—$500,000—in a new 10-year 
international aid program for ed­
ucating females would come to 
India.

New York Times News Service

NEW DELHI—Halfway around 
the world from the battles that 
haunt her. an outspoken Ameri­
can woman found a new voice 
Wednesday in the words of an In­
dian student, who composed a 
poem called “Silence” and sent it 
to Hillary Rodham Clinton with 
the handwritten exhortation 
“More power to you.”

“ Too many women in too many 
countries speak the same 
language — of silence,’ ” Mrs. 
Clinton said in a speech, quoting 
the poem by 20-year-old Anasuya 
Sengupta, a senior at Lady Sri 
Ram College in New Delhi.

‘“My grandmother was always 
silent, always aggrieved, only her 
husband had the cosmic right [or 
so it was said] to speak and be 
heard.

“ ‘They say it is different now,’ ” 
Mrs. Clinton read on, her voice 
catching just a bit at the end of 
her speech at the Rajiv Gandhi 
Foundation, a research institute.

“ ‘But sometimes, I wonder. 
When a woman gives her love, as 
most do. generously, it is accept­
ed. When a woman shares her 
thoughts, as some women do, gra­
ciously, it is allowed.

“ ‘When a woman fights for 
power, as all women would like 
to, quietly or loudly, it is ques­
tioned,’ " Mrs. Clinton continued.
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Hillary Clinton: Women’s Issues Serious

women in too many countries speak the same language—silence, 
the poem begins. Clinton said concerns “labeled dismissively as 
womens issues belonging at best on the edge ot serious debate are
central to larger political and economic concerns.
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Talking to Women in India, Hillary Clinton Finds New Voice
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Hillary Rodham Clinton tried on a mask that she received yesterday at the Crafts Museum in New Delhi.

struggles of
women.

led by it,'
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to her by the college’s principal, 
Dr. Meenakshi Gopinath, at a 
women’s luncheon at the Ameri­
can embassy on Tuesday. "And so 
I was thinking last night about the 
speech today, and I rewrote large 
parts of it so that 1 could use the 
poem. I think it expressed the feel­
ings that all of us share, that wom­
en's voices should be heard and 
that silence is not appropriate for 
women in their own lives, and 
women in the larger world."

Silent is one thing Mrs. Clinton 
has not been on this official good­
will visit to five South Asian coun­
tries, a journey that her Wellesley 
classmate Martha Teichner, who 
is covering the tour for CBS News, 
described jocularly on the air as a 
“chick trip." It blends the giddi­
ness of a sorority spring break

bi

widowhood or parental assassina­
tion.

Mrs. Clinton has steered clear of 
some policy problems like nuclear 
proliferation that have long bedev­
iled United States relations with 
India and Pakistan, focusing in­
stead on the importance of educat­
ing girls and women. An hourlong 
meeting today with Prime Minis- 
ter P. V. Nartisimha Rao produced 
only the word that they had dis­
cussed how to improve Govern­
ment performance and economic 
development.

In her speech today she said that 
the first installment in a new ten-

[*e

T-

A schoolgirl 
describes the

with the sober feel of a graduate 
seminar on the responsibilities of 
sisterhood.

Traveling with her entourage of 
senior aides, almost all of whom 
are women, the First Lady has 
sought to straddle the dichotomies 
of a region where most women 
remain subjugated, and where oth­
ers have become pioneers in high 
political office only at tb*uce of

W
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At the same time, the First Lady 
has appeared both freer — and a 
good deal funnier — than she has 
seemed at home in some time, 
even if the South Asia she has seen 
is a freshly paved, tightly secured 
and somewhat sanitized version of 
the real thing.

In Pakistan, the First Lady, a 
Midwestern-born Methodist, 
awoke at dawn to the prayer call of 
a muezzin sounding over the loud­
speaker of a mosque, and shared 
with schoolgirls her thoughts on 
the politics of meaning and her 
worries that the "rampant materi­
alism and consumerism" of West­
ern countries is now poised to 
threaten developing ones.

Asked to name her idol by one 
ninth-grade English student in the 
middle-class village of Burkl, out­
side Lahore in eastern Pakistan, 
Mrs. Clinton replied, "At my age, I 
don’t think I have anyone any­
more." Asked by another girl if she 
had any nicknames, the First Lady 
replied dryly: "Some people have, 
1 would Imagine, quite rude nick­
names for me."

Radiant in a billowy red silk 
shalwar kameez, the traditional 
Pakistani pajama-style pants suit, 
she joked to reporters after a 
moonlight official dinner in the red 
stone ruins of the Mogul fort at 
Lahore that she was thinking of 
experimenting with such a ward­
robe back home, in place of the 
much-remarked past changes in 
her hairstyle.

In Mother Teresa’s Missionaries 
of Charity orphanage in New Delhi, 
she cuddled and cooed at months- 
old babies with the ease of an expe­
rienced mother, never blanching 
when one little girl tugged at the 
large gold-and-pearl eagle pinned 
on her lapel. If she misses a sight 
or misremembers a story, her 15- 
year-old daughter Chelsea is there 
to point it out or correct her with 
exquisite poise and an air of friend­
ship that would be the envy of most 

mothers.

"Educating girls is not some-’ 

thing that is seen as something to
year international aid program for put in banner headlines,” she told a 
educating girls and women would group at the Islamabad College for 
come to India, and the amount, Girls in Pakistan, but "it is some-
$500,000, was modest enough that thing that will change a country if
she did not even mention it. it is done."

-------------

By TODDS. PURDUM

NEW DELHI. March 29 - Half­
way around the world from the 
boules that haunt her, an outspo­
ken American woman found a new 
voice today in the words of an 
Indian schoolgirl, who composed a 
poem r ailed "Silence" and sent it 
to Hillary Rodham Clinton with the 
handwritten exhortation: “More 
power to you."

” ’Too many women in too many 
countries speak the same language 
— of silence.’ " Mrs. Clinton said in 
a speech, quoting the poem by Ana- 
sttya Sengupla, a senior at the 
I ady Sri Ram College here. " ‘My 
grandmother was always silent, al­
ways aggrieved, only her husband 
had the cosmic right (or so it was 
said) to speak and be heard.

" They say it is different now,’ " 
Mrs. Clinton read on, her voice 
catching just a bit at the end of her 
speech al the Rajiv Gandhi Foun­
dation. a research institute here. 
" ’But sometimes, 1 wonder. When 
a woman gives her love, as most 
do, generously, it is accepted. 
When a woman shares her 
thoughts, as some women do, gra­
ciously, it is allowed.

" When a woman fights for pow­
er, as all women would like Io, 
quietly or loudly, It is ques­
tioned ’ ” Mrs. Clinton continued, 
still quoting the poem. “ ‘And yet, 
there must be freedom, if we are to 
speak. And yes, there must be pow­
er, if we are to be heard. And when 
we have both (freedom and pow­
er), let us not be misunderstood.’ ” 

The poem had special resonance 
here in the world's largest democ­
racy, where the birth of a daughter 
can still be an occasion for dread, 
where brides are beaten or burned 
if their families resist in-laws’ de­
mands for a higher dowry and 
where sexual harassment is com­
monplace

But the First Lady, who has so 
often felt misunderstood and who 
has kept her own counsel in the 
months since the collapse of her 
health care drive, seemed to be 
speaking as much to herself and 
her fellow Americans as to the 
students in the balcony who ex­
ploded in applause.

"I read it and I was just over- 
whelmed by it," Mrs. Clinton said 
later which was given
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Hillary Rodham Clinton tries on a woven mask, given to 
her Wednesday by a craftsman at the Crafts Museum in New 
Delhi, India, during a stop on her tour of South Asia, where 
she is promoting education and health care for women.
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Peace and quiet: First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and her - 
daughter. Chelsea, share a quiet moment Thursday on the 

grounds in front of the majestic Taj Mahal in Agra, India.
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Hillary Clinton Talks to Group 
Of Working Women in India

Earlier today, Mrs. Clinton laid a 
wreath at a monument to Gandhi 
and toured the Ahmadabad retreat 
where he lived from 1918 to 1930. She 

S.E.W.A. is a union of 143,000 worn- also toured the Taj Mahal with her
en formed in 1972 to help those in the 15 year-old daughter Chelsea. The 
largely invisible “informal” econ- 17th-century tomb was built by the 
omy of agricultural workers, ven- Mogul Emperor Shah Jahan in 
dors and other self-employed worn- memory of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal, 
en. It was organized by 62-year-old who died giving birth to their 14th 
Ela Bhatt, a follower of Mohandas K. child.
Gandhi who wanted to ensure better On Friday Mrs. Clinton is sched- 
treatment for the often oppressed, uled to fly to Nepal. She has already 
illiterate women who struggle to pro- visited Pakistan and is to visit Ban- 
vide for their families. gladesh and Sri Lanka.

AHMADABAD, India, March 31 From a modest beginning, the as- 
(AP)  in a sweltering tent, Hillary sociation has grown into the coun- 
Rodham Clinton spoke today with try’s leading women’s organization, 
vegetable vendors, embroidery it set up a bank that offers credit to 
workers and other poor women who women who otherwise could not get 
said they were no longer afraid to loans, organizes cooperatives to 
organize for better treatment in In- build up business and create jobs, 
dia's marketplace and society. offers skills training and health in­

Mrs. Clinton's visit to the Self- surance and provides legal aid.
Employed Women s Association Mrs. Clinton, who first met Mrs. 
could well be the defining moment of Bhatt at the White House last year, 
her 12-day tour of South Asia, a trip said the United States could learn 
centered on promoting better health, from the association’s example on 
education and opportunity for worn- expanding access to credit and other 
en and girls throughout the world. matters, and praised the group’s ef- 

“I will never forget what I have forts to give women “a better life 
seen and heard and learned here without fear.”
today,” Mrs. Clinton told a group of
200 women. "I know how this kind of
solidarity and effort can change
lives.”
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Sharing a confidence: First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton (left) shares a 
quiet moment with daughter Chelsea on Thursday at the Taj Mahal in 
Agra, India. The two are on a 12-day tour of South Asia.

a
t'

ffiiE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION

w
T

I
B

- «
®s

I

w'" 1

ri

h-

ISHL

pf*  

ffi

a

.1

II

L®

'v\£A‘<

''SS5T'^/ '

II.«01 ■



I

I
I
I

th* ttianta journal / The Atlanta Constitution |

I Friday, March 31. 1995

I

I
I
I
I
I
I

I

I

ASIA
■ CLINTON TOUR:
Rodham Clinton’s visit to the 
Self-Employed Women’s Associ­
ation in Ahmadabad, India,’ 
could be the defining moment of 
her 12-day tour of South Asia, a 
trip centered on promoting bet­
ter health, education and oppor­
tunities for women and girls 
throughout the world. “I will 
never forget what I have seen 
and heard and learned here to­
day,” Clinton told a group of 200 
women who eagerly shared their 
stones about the trade union of 
143,000 women.
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■ GROWING UP
Chelsea Clinton is having some­
thing of a coming-out party on an 
official visit to India with her 
mother. Page 34.
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Mom’s Trip Takes Chelsea Into Spotlight
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By Molly Moore
Washington I'osi

enthusiastically to
Chelsea as they ac­
company her through 
their schools, villages 
and homes.

On Thursday, she 
appeared at ease sit­
ting amid a crowd of 
about 250 impover­
ished women —rag 
pickers, vegetable 
vendors and garment

makers- during a visit to a 
branch of the Self-Employed 
Women's Association, a union of 
poor working women.

Chelsea impressed a local offi­
cial at a mosque in Islamabad 
with her knowledge of Islam.

At the Red Fort in Lahore, Pa-

■*
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woes of having 10 
children. She 
charmed tour guides 
with her insightful 
and informed ques­
tions.

In fact, on a care­
fully staged trip in

sued strict instruc­
tions for American 
coverage of Chelsea.

When she's with her mother, 
the events are on the record and 
can be reported. When she's not 
with her mother, the press travel­
ing on the airplane with the Clin­
tons cannot report on any of her 
activities.

11

teresting is Chelsea’s 
symbolic role: a 
young woman with a 
bright future standing 
before young South 
Asian women who 
may not be allowed to 
finish school because 
they are needed at 
home, who will be 
married off at a 
young age to boys 
they have never met 
and who will face 
lives of drudgery and 
misery.

Throughout Paki-

■, ■ MH

As a result, the local press in 
New Delhi can report that Chelsea 
was seen at a popular local restau­
rant one night with students from 
the American school there, but 
reporters traveling on the plane 
cannot.

But far more important and in-

which Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton’s official 
schedule revolves 
around women’s and 
children’s issues, 
Chelsea may be the 
most interesting un­
told story.

The Clintons have 
been rigorous in 
keeping their 15-year- 
old daughter out of 
the spotlight in an ef­
fort to allow her as 
normal a childhood as 
possible.

On this trip, the 
cameras have fol­
lowed every move of 
mother and daughter, 
and Caputo has is-

['H'
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First lady Hillary Clinton and her daughter, Chelsea, 
visit the Taj Mahal in Agra, India, Thursday.

AGRA, India Chelsea Clinton 
at the Taj Maha):

"When I was little, this was sort 
of the embodiment of the fairy­
tale palace for me. I would see 
pictures of it and would dream I 
was a princess or whatever. Now 
that I’m here, it's spectacular.”

Chelsea’s fairy tale quickly and 
briefly exploded in the last week 
into a big nightmare for her 
morn’s press secretary.

The press wanted to quote 
Chelsea’s reaction to one of the 
world’s best-known landmarks. 
No, absolutely not, said the pro­
tective press secretary, Lisa Ca­
puto. Chelsea doesn't give inter­
views, doesn’t answer questions 
and isn't quoted in the press. 
Eventually, under protest, she re 
lented. This once, she said.

Despite White House character­
izations to the contrary, Chelsea 
Clinton is having something of a 
coming-out party on a 12-day 
sweep across the subcontinent 
with her mother. She stands at­
tentively and confidently at the 
first lady's side at almost every 
event.

She cuddled babies with Mom 
at Mother Teresa's orphanage. 
She sat beside Mom in a hot 
village square and listened to a 
poor Pakistani woman relate the

kistan, she retained minute his­
torical details that she later re­
layed to less attentive adults in 
the White House party.

And while the Chelsea of the 
first year of the administration 
often appeared intimidated by the 
crush of cameras and the curious 
stares that follow any of the Clin­
tons wherever they go, she now 
takes it all in stride, casting fre­
quent shy smiles toward the 
crowds.

According to local embassy offi­
cials throughout South Asia, Chel­
sea rejected a long list of “kid- 
oriented” programs offered at 
each of her mother’s stops—such 
as puppet shows and appearances 
at local American schools—opting 
instead for the same tours, inter­
views and speeches the first lady 
is making.

The trip also has demonstrated 
a mother-daughter relationship 
between Hillary and Chelsea Clin­
ton that would appear to be the 
envy of any mother: They are 
respectful and attentive to each 
other and seem to genuinely enjoy 
each other’s company.

Still, teenagers will be teenagers 
the world over. What do inquiring 
young Indian girls with straight 
dark hair want to know about 
Chelsea?

Are her curly blond locks real or 
permed?

Answer: They’re real.
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On the Road in Hillaryland

By TODDS. PURDUM
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a refueling, Hillary and Chelsea Clinton visit Giza.

That’s Entertainment
March 28. The traveling party is still agog from an 

official dinner the night before in the ruins of the red 
sandstone mogul fort at Lahore, Pakistan, where me­
andering paths were lit by thousands of tiny oil lamps 
and the entertainment included dancing camels. The 
glow fades just a bit when word spreads that the Secret 
Service had been worried about cobras in the garden.

March 29. After a day crowded with a speech on 
women's rights, a lunch with the Indian Prime Minister 
and an evening reception at the American Embassy In 
New Delhi, Mrs. Clinton undertakes a midnight eco­
nomic development mission: She buys several chain- 
stitched rugs at the National Cottage Emporium in the 
Sheraton Hotel. The Kashmiri proprietor, Manzoor 
Wangnoo (a salesman straight from Central Casting) 
coins a new title worthy of a major Memsahib: “Her 
Ladyship." Mrs. Clinton s Deputy Chief of Staff, Me- 
lanne Verveer, becomes "Her Deputy Ladyship."

March 30. Mrs. Clinton and Chelsea visit the ' 
ma rble meringue of a mausoleum that is the Taj I

j
- '-a

altogether. After some pointed discussions about genies 
and bottles and a consultation with Mrs. Clinton, Ms. 
Caputo relents.

April 1. Bound in a few minutes for a safari in the 
Chitwan National Forest, aboard a fleet of lumbering 
elephants. No phone, no fax, some fuss. The quarry: the 
elusive and endangered royal Bengal tiger. The real 
trophy: a picture of Mrs. Clinton on an elephant. So far 
her office has resisted thata^^ily. But the forest has 
a thousand eyes.

Inside, Chelsea says: "When I was little, this was sort of 
the embodiment of the fairy-tale palace for me. I would 
see pictures of it and would dream I was a princess or 
whatever. Now that I'm here it’s spectacular.”

Mrs. Clinton’s press secretary, Lisa Caputo, plays 
a tape of the comment for reporters who did not hear it. 
But after television correspondents asked if Chelsea, 
whose privacy is zealously guarded by the White House 
and respected by reporters, will repeat the remarks on 
camera, Ms. Caputo declares the words off the record

I

hours later is back in the air.
March 26. A luncheon with Prime Minister Benazir 

Bhutto of Pakistan in Islamabad begins a seemingly 
endless scries of glfi exchanges. Mrs. Clinton gives: a 
limited-edition crystal vase titled "Moon Over Arkan­
sas" and a pair of silver candlesticks. Mrs. Clinton 
gets: two Victorian-stylc chairs with silver arms.

March 27. The First Lady meets a group of 16-to-20- 
year olds at the Islamabad College for Girls, where one 
offers a clear-eyed view of marriage. "You're never 
going to find the proper person or the ideal man," the 
girl says. "You have to be a lot more realistic." A few 
minutes later, Mrs. Clinton offers her own sober sum­
mary: “It's not a partnership that’s 50-50. It’s a part­
nership that’s 100 percent and 100 percent, because 
that's what you have to give to it."

KaiMANini. Nepal
I HI in the shadows of Mount Everest this 
weekend, lhe burning questions are these: Will 
the world see America’s No. I Democratic 
woman on that Republican icon, the elephant? 

\nd when Hillary Rodham Clinton sets out on a safari, 
vho will win — lhe First Lady or the liger?

Halfway through her 12-day official visit to South 
\sia, Mrs. Clinton has paused below the peak conquered 
by that other Hillary in search of a vanishing breed. So 
far, the view isn't bad. Mrs. Clinton's good will tour has 
>een animated by an air of high moral purpose as she 
tresses the importance of educating women in a region 
hat is home to some of the most oppressed, and most 
esourceful, women in the world. She has visited fam­
lies, schools, a worker's union, government officials 
iik| even one of Mother Teresa's orphanages (yes, an 
iphanage).

The stream of photo-ops, shopping stops and short 
bops aboard the old Boeing 707 that serves as Air Force 
>ne and a Half has also produced its share of low 
omedy, as a planeload of White House aides and 
'■porters joined Mrs. Clinton and her daughter, Chel- 
< a, on lhe journey into what lhe First Lady herself 
dis "Hillaryland.” What follows is a strictly selective 

olleclion of impressions from along the way.

Candlesticks Are Nice
March 25. A refueling stop in Cairo turns into a 

urprise visit to lhe pyramids and the Sphinx at Giza, 
ombining the serendipity of a trip to the Dairy Queen 
ith the logistics of a Napoleonic campaign. The First 
ady's entourage whizzes through downtown Cairo at 

aidday with every intersection blocked off. Mrs. Clin- 
in declines lhe offo^^^amel ride, and a bit over two

to? ..
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Asia Tour Moves First Ladyi

i To Step Up Fight for Women
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get as much attention on a regular 
basis as some of the well-publicized 
other instances of human rights 
concerns,” she said. “I believe we 
have to emphasize as much as pos­
sible that the denial of education, 
the denial of basic health care, the

A

By Nancy Benac
ASSOCIATED PRESS

u

denial of basic choices to girls is a 
human rights issue.”

The first lady spoke admiringly 
of lending and education pro­
grams she visited that give poor 
women “the confidence and cour­
age to claim a life of their own.”

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka-Wind­
ing up a 12-day journey through 
the Indian subcontinent, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton said Tuesday the 
poverty and promise she saw 
along the way had reinforced her 
determination to help women gain 
a stronger voice.

Clinton said she and her 15- 
year-old daughter, Chelsea, came 
away "overwhelmed ... by the 
conditions that some of the people 
we saw and met were living in, but 
also very moved by how people 
were attempting to make the most 
of whatever situation they found 
themselves in."

Their travels through Pakistan, 
India. Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri 
Lanka took them from the gran­
deur of presidential palaces and 
the splendor of the Taj Mahal to 
the slums of New Delhi and the 
grit of remote villages.

Professional women told Clin­
ton of the obstacles they had sur­
mounted in this male-dominated 
society; vegetable vendors told of 
their yearning to send their 
daughters to school, she said.

"It's been a remarkable combi­
nation of experiences for me."

The first lady defended her de­
cision to avoid confronting her 
hosts directly about widespread 
human rights abuses in the region, 
saying her effort to improve the 
lives of women and girls was itself 
a campaign for human rights.

"I don't think girls and women

I

f'
John Gaps iii associateo Press i 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, with daughter Chelsea (left), 
accepts flowers from a Sri Lanka girl on Tuesday shortly after 
arriving in Colombo. It is the last leg of their South Asia tour.
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I Associated Press
Hillary Rodham Clinton, with her daughter, Chelsea, outside the Kelaniya Temple in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

I Hillary Clinton a Traditional First Lady Now
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a metaphor for the First Lady’s 
newest role, for if Mrs. Clinton is still 
thinking globally, she is acting more 
locally than ever.

In stop after stop, she has played 
the traditional role of First Lady as 
wife and mother, emphasizing the 
importance of educating girls and 
women, with her 15-year-old daugh­
ter, Chelsea, almost constantly by 
her side.

She has dressed in long sleeves 
and ankle-length skirts to avoid of­
fending Islamic sensibilities. At teas.

than 10 percent of the 700,000 babies 
born each year die within 12 months: 
A plastic sheet to provide a sanitary 
surface, a bar of soap, a plastic disk 
to rest the umbilical cord on, a shiny 
razor blade to cut it and a clean cord 
to tie it.

The kit was a small step that 
might make a big difference, the 
kind Mrs. Clinton has witnessed over 
and over again on her 12-day good­
will tour of southern Asia, which 
ends today. It was also something of 

By TODDS. PURDUM

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka. April 5 — A 
year ago, Hillary Rodham Clinton 
was visiting the biggest, most ad­
vanced hospitals in the Western 
world, proposing to change radically 
the way they did business. Last Fri­
day, she sat in a tiny clinic in the 
shadows of the Himalayas and 
learned about its latest innovation: 
the “Safe Home Delivery Kit.”

Inside a small cardboard box were 
the tools intended to reduce infant 
mortality in a country where more 
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in speeches and visits to schools and 
hospitals, she has taken such pains 
to avoid old controversies that she 
actually created some new ones, 
leading The Calcutta Telegraph to 
dismiss her as “singularly insensate 
and solely decorative.”

Mrs. Clinton elliptically acknowl­
edged her shifting tone in an inter­
view with reporters traveling with 
her here, as she reflected on her 
meetings with women ranging from 
untouchables and ragpickers to 
prime ministers and presidents like 
Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan and 
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumara- 
tunga of Sri Lanka.

“I think that you have to keep true 
to your own beliefs about what is 
important, and you have to say it 
over and over again,” Mrs. Clinton 
said. “But you always have to be 
open to new ways of saying it that 
perhaps are understood better. And I 
think that is truly what’s at stake in 
lots of these settings around the f 
world.”

But the First Lady rejected any 
suggestion that by emphasizing 
what she calls the “human issues” of 
women and children she had some­
how forsaken the concerns about hu-. 
man rights and economic develop­
ment that plague this part of the 
world.

“I think by talking about girls and 
women, you’re talking about human 
rights,” she said. “I think there’s an 
absolute correlation there.”

“I don’t think girls and women get 
as much attention on a regular basis 
as some of the well-publicized other 
instances of human rights concerns, 
and 1 believe we have to emphasize 
as much as possible that the denial 
of education, the denial of basic 
health care, the denial of choices to 
girls is a human rights issue,” she 
said. “Because it is the human poten­
tial that we are attempting to de­
velop, and the denying of it, I think, 
does violence to the spirit of the 
person and to the larger communi­
ty.”

If Mrs. Clinton has sought to make 
any broader political point here, it is 
that a region often thought of as 
backward and hopeless has not only 
benefited greatly from American 
aid, which helped create programs 
like the Nepalese birthing kit, but 
that people here also have much to 
teach America and the world.

Before leaving Bangladesh on 
Monday, Mrs. Clinton toured the In­
ternational Center for Diarrheal Dis­
ease Research, a pioneering hospital 
that developed an oral rehydration 
solution of salts, sugars and grains 
that saves an estimated one million 
lives a year worldwide among vic­
tims of cholera and diarrhea and 
that is much less costly than stand­
ard intravenous solutions used in the 
United States.

“Too many people at home don’t 
know the positive results that come 
from investments like this, and don’t 
know that something developed in 
Bangladesh can save lives in Louisi­
ana,” Mrs. Clinton said in an implicit 
rebuke of demands by some leading 
Congressional Republicans to scale 
back foreign aid.

Mrs. Clinton also said she hoped to 
find new ways to replicate models 
from here in the United States. 
Those include the microcredit lend­
ing of the Grameen Bank in Bangla­
desh, which makes loans to poor 
people with no collateral in exchange 
for proposals to generate income, to 
the Self-Employed Women’s Associ­
ation in India, which has organized 
poor women into unions of cigarette 
rollers and vegetable vendors and 
created its own bank.

Mrs. Clinton is honorary chairman 
of the American delegation to the 
fourth annual United Nations confer­
ence on women, to be held in Beijing 
in September, and she hopes to be 
able to go if United States-China 
relations remain stable. She said she 
hoped such efforts might produce an 
international consensus, a sort of 
declaration of principles on the 
rights of women, including access to 
education and credit.

“I think you could help create a 
consensus around some certain bas­
ic principles, staying off a lot of the 
political disputes that are going to be 
between nations and between groups 
of people,” she said. “You know, 
even if there are disputes of a politi­
cal nature, there ought to be some 
effort to work toward providing 
these basic opportunities.”

But experience has shown that 
many voters tend to look askance 
when Mrs. Clinton plays too great a 
policy role in the day-to-day affairs 
of the Administration, and she doubt­
less will have to continue to walk a 
fine line between pretending she 
wields no influence and being seen as 
too powerful. It is a dilemma she is 
used to, and one that she suggested 
her exposure to women who have 
suffered great hardships in this part 
of the world has helped to place in 
perspective.
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visit, the first by a U.S. First Lady in over 30 years since 

President John F. Kennedy’s wife visited India, Mrs.

V

\d I 
] broaj.

Mrs. Clinton Stresses Rights
Of Women on Visit to India
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t the end of her first visit to India and the South seriously during the run-up to the women s summit in 

Asian region, Hillary Rodham Clinton left a pos- Beijing later this year. She traveled in an aircraft from 

XMitive imprint as she discreetly projected herself the U.S. presidential fleet with an entourage of 60, 

as an international face of a new women’s movement including White House aides and security and Secret 

for gender equity, M^yank Chhaya writes. During her Service personnel. .
The First Lady met with President Shankar Dayal 

__  _ Sharma and had a one-hour meeting with Prime Min-
Clinton left no one" h d^bt that'she ^nted to be he^rd *ster P.V. Narasimha Rao during which they discussed

■
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Clinton ahead of Prime Minis­

ter Benazir Bhutto’s coming 

trip to the U.S., Tariq Butt 

writes.

Mrs. Clinton’s South Asia 

trip. Eh Dutt writes, earned 

her the most favorable cover­

age in the American press 

since she arrived in Washing- 

at tt» ton as the First Lady.

Pages 4-12

women's empowerment and 
I economic reforms.

Mrs. Clinton lunched with 
I women leaders and had a Irve- 

I ly dialogue with a number of 

I working women, ranging 

I from roadside grocers to 

I small-scale embroiderers, who 

I have to struggle against heavy 

I odds. Mrs. Clinton was so 

"i moved by a poem on women 

I written by a Delhi college stu- 
U dent that she quoted it at the 

I end of her address at the Rajiv 

I Gandhi Institute for Contem- 

I porary Studies in Delhi.

The First Lady did not go 
I through too many changes of 

I clothes and avoided making 

I any strong sartorial state- 

I ment She visited the Taj 

I Mahal in Agra and the capital's 

I exclusive crafts museum, 

v where she was amused by a 
9 “whistling walking stick."

On the third leg of her 

I South Asian journey, Mrs. 
| Clinton devoted her time in 

■ Nepal to health care, specially 
I for women and children, 

I Ashok Easwaran writes.

Earlier, Pakistan brought 
J up Kashmir and the Pressler 

I amendment during Mrs. Clin- 

| ton’s visit to that country. 

I Pakistan seemed to hope its 
3 views would reach President
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To Learn, Not Teach, and to Listen, Not Talk
ByMAYANKCHHAYA

_____________ INDIA Abr>x/AD

TOP OF THE WE1

NEW DELHI 

he visit was being seen here as more cere­
monial than substance. But at the end of 
her maiden visit to India and this region, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton left a positive imprint as 
she discreetly projected herself as an internation­
al face of a new women’s movement for gender 

equity.
However, contrary to news media speculation 

about the issues she would raise and even talk 
down to, the wife of the American President made 
it clear she was here to learn rather than teach 

and to listen rather than talk.
Although the visit — the first by a U.S. First Lady 
in over three decades since the visit by the wife of 

President John F. Kennedy — was spent more on 
understanding how women’s issues are dealt with 

here, Mrs. Clinton did not leave anyone in doubt 
that she wanted to be heard seriously during the 
run-up to the women's summit conference in 
Beijing later this year. She found enough 
endorsement from India's leading women’s rights 
champions, but more than that she received a lot 
of good advice from the country's seasoned cam­

paigners.
Before her March 28-30 visit to India, spent in 

New Delhi and Ahmedabad, not much was expect­
ed to happen other than confirming her reputa­
tion as a "meddlesome" yet “credible" First Lady 
who exercises as much influence as her husband,

uIt would have been like 
any other ceremonial 

visit had it not been for 
the fact that the U.S. 

administration attaches so 
much importance 

to her, ” said a senior 
official of the 

External Affairs Ministry.

The First Lady had a one-hour meeting with 

Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao during which 
they discussed women’s empowerment and eco­
nomic reforms. She also met with President 
Shankar Dayal Sharma. Sharma was her host at 
dinner and Rao gave her a special lunch. 

Despite her reputation as having the U.S. Pres­
ident's ear on major policy issues, the Indian 
establishment did not quite attempt to talk bilat­
eral diplomacy and politics with her. 

“It would have been like any other ceremonial 

. visit had it not been for the fact that the U.S. 
administration attaches so much importance to 
her," said a senior official of the External Affairs 
Ministry. But he said the visit provided a "wel­
come opportunity to enhance goodwill between 

the two countries."
He added that there was no attempt at talks on 

any of the critical issues between the two coun­
tries despite the presence in Mrs. Clinton’s dele­
gation of Robin Raphel, the Assistant Secretary of 
State for South Asian Affairs.

Characteristically, the Indian response to the 
visit was in contrast to the reaction of the Pak- 

l istani government, which raised the Kashmir 

issue with her (see separate story). Contrary to 
news media speculations in the U.S.. Mrs. Clinton 
completely avoided critical and sensitive issues 

such as human rights.
“She came with a clear idea of advancing her 

knowledge about ways to deal with women’s 
issues, and the government is not keen to any 
other dimension to her visit,” said one official. It 
was a measure of the non-controversial nature of 
her visit that only protocol officials were involved 

in iL
Quite evidently, Mrs. Clinton's main agenda lay 

outside government Her speech at the Rajiv 
Gandhi Foundation focused on women. She said 
she considered women “central to our common 
future."

“Women represent over half of the world’s 
population," she said, “and yet in country after

President Bill Clinton. Even the choice of places 
that she was to visit such as an orphanage run by 

Mother Teresa and a defailed 45-minute 
encounter with a trade union of women living 

and working on the margins of the Indian econo­
my and society in Ahmedabad revealed her com­

mitment to social and women’s issues.
Ela Bhatt, founder of the union, the Self- 

Employed Women’s Association, told India 

Abroad: "We had requested her not to take the 
line of giving aid during her visit here. We told 
her we don’t need help of that kind. We asked that 
she should have a first-hand knowledge of how 
marginalized women, who are the core of the 
Indian economy, have organized themselves and 
offer a model to other countries including the 

U.S.”
After her question-and-answer session with the 

union women, who included roadside greengro­
cers, small-time embroiders and other marginal . 
workers, Mrs. Clinton seemed to have got a han­
dle on an entirely different kind of activism. 1

Bhatt was asked if she got the sense that the 
First Lady was trying to build up a constituency ' 
for herself, she replied, “1 don't know if she is try­
ing to build up a political constituency, but she 
has certainly added a wholly new experience of 
activism by marginalized women to her think­

ing."
Her visit had some of the trappings of a state 

visit by a head of state. She came in an aircraft 
from the presidential fleet, a 707 once reportedly 
used by President Lyndon B. Johnson. She 
brought 60 people along, including White House 
aides and security and Secret Service personnel of 

about 60 people.
Two bulletproof special Cadillacs were also 

flown in. She was received at the airport by the 

Minister of State for External Affairs, Salman 

Khursheed, and the Minister of State for Person­
nel, Public Grievances and Parliamentary Affairs, 
Margaret Alva. Alva was also her minister-in-wait­

ing.
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cou�try � lack iCC.e$S lo education, to hulth 
stMW, lo Jobs. lo political Mid civil righu._One 
luson thc experience ol thc IAst sewn} deadts 
� us is thlt whert womtn pr0$per, coun­
lnts prosper: 

She linked issues rtllted lo women Mid chil­
drtn to the owl'lll aood ol society, notina that 
wry olttn iuc.h is.sues Art dismwed u Msoft. • 

"I want lo af'lf\Je � thit the quatiena 
surroundina soci� dewlopmtnt. apecwly 
women .. .ve at the center ol our political and eci>­
nomic challen,es.• 

To applause from the elite audience, she 
announced thlt India would be the 6nt country 
lo benefit from thc $100 million U.S. aid for airls 
and women's initiative launched at the recent 
Social Summit in Copentvaen, 

Then she took ewryone by surprise by depart­
ing from her prepared text to rt.ad out a poem, 
called "Silence," written by a Delhi University 
unde,anduate which mil'l"ORd the silent suft'er­
ing ol women. 

The Fint udy's comment at the meetina ol 
the self-emplO)'ed women's union meetinQ in 
Ahmedabad, about the time hlvina uriwd for 
women to break their Jona silence, was loudly 
applauded by the audience. At the union meetina 
Mrs. Clinton got into the mechanics ol makina a 
trade union mowment targeted at marginalized 
women for la,aer societtJ good. 

The owrall imprusion amona those who had 
a ch111ce lo meet her was remarkably upbut and 
Mn Oatterina. Many ol them thouaht. notwith­
stam.ling many jokes about it, that she has per­
Nps better praidential materw than her hus­
bind. 

Kartikaya .::.rabhai, an environmentalist and 
trustee of the Gandhi Ashram, who met with her, 

I said "she has got the stuff (lo become president!." 
Sarabhai's sister Mallika. a dinc:u-choreographu 

She linked issues 
related to women 
and children to 

the ooera/1 good of 
society, noting that 

very ollen such issues 
are dismissed as "sol/. n 

lnd1d.. Abroo.d, -A,,i/1 
I h .. .::-

and a publisher who attended Mrs. Clinton's lu,... 

cheoo, also thought that 5he had what it took\_ 
be a president MalliG Suabhai told Mrs. Clinton 
that 5he looked forward lo her becoming the first 
stattswoman in the U.S. 

Jaya Arunachllam, a prominent women's� 
paigner from Madn.s, abo setmed to think the 
First Lldy could mike a aood president but said 
she did not sttm Inclined lo run for thlt office. 
Instead Arunachalam thought Mrs. Clinton was 
very keen to see that the declaration ol the Beijina 
women's summit should produce a specific one­
page document thit could be intemati�ly rd­
evant (see separate story). 

The more alutary aspect ol her journey was a 
visit lo Mother Teresa's � in Old Delhi 
and "Prayas" (endeavor), a school for int.ea,altd 
child development run on the campus of the Indi­
an Institute olTechnology. 

At the orphanaae Mrs. Clinton spent hl1f an 
hour talking to nuns about the the children. 
1'hcy are all vuy beautiful childre.n," she aid 
Mn as an American television reporter muttered 
to himself that "they look like arunw in ca,es. • 
The orphanage takes care ol 167 childrtn Mid 
saves them from a life of destitution. 
The First udy's experience at the Prayas wu 

somewhlt diffuenL About 25 children dressed in 
briahtly colored clothes danced lo welcome her. 
There wert charts and graphs about the school. 
including the need for fans and computers. The 
school, run by Roshnl Misra. has 200 childrtn, I
many ol them disabled. 

The school was little known before Mrs. Cli� 
ton's vlsiL Its choice was la,aely dictAted by the 
Cact that wives ol American residents Mid diplo­
mats do 10me voluntary work there. 

'1'he school is a marwlous example of how ' 
people workina together can take care ol one 
another," Mrs. Clinton said. 

Her five-nation South Asian tour ol Puiatan, 
lndi.l, Nepil, � and Sri Lanka wu 
aimed, she said, at finding out the problems of 
people in this part ol the world, especwly women. 
She said President Clinton had wanted her to �n 
first-hand infom\ltion about the wortc done by 
non-aowmmental i"OUPI in issues rtlated to 
womtn Mid children. 

Since Jinuary 1978, when President Jimmy 
Carter visited lndi.l, no U.S. President has come to 
this part ol the world. It was not dt.ar if sending 
the First Lldy was President Clinton's way o( 
makina up to a region thlt accounts for one-sixth 
ol the world's population. 

'I. 

--



SONf A GANDHI 

Mn. 01atoa with s-11 r..a., � olthl 11,Jv Cllldhl FOlenchNoe Mn. Cla&GD--' 1 poa Olli_,..
�- �oolleCil ......... � .... ,,. ...... t. Pw Dllil• Marc:b29. (s.-, ..... 6). 
l/'tlolo: Pf/) 

.. .....,wldatblMIMla ....... 11tbllillllal-. 
c-1i1.-.H11a,yaw. ........... a-. 
............... tbl .......... � 
abld,�,Mlldl30.Slirlae6:Wat--, 
11nWtatllW. Al c.w II a ,-tnM ti c.A&. 
(Pholo: Wdr WCJrld) 

Poem Moves F..... Lady 
ByaS&al'Wltw 

NEW DEUiI-Hilwy Roehm Cintan was so 
mo.ied by a CXlUeQt lhldcnt's poem on womtn ttlit 
she quwd it K the em ci her address K the IQjiv 
Ont. Jnstitw for Cort.arc,orary Studies here. 
, hM nMr MCll l bcUcr description ci the ru­
son � women's si1enc:t nut end than in a 
poem 1 rtaMd frcm Mcallkshi CopiNth. tht 
principal" Lld-t Sri Rim� in New Ddhi,· 
Mn. Clinlon said. 

The poan. "Silence," was writtm by Aanuu)'ll 
� ci the dua ci 1995." It foUows: 

7bo manv..,., ii 100 manv counlrits
sp«Jk /Jwsonw�-ofs81ra.. Mv 

gn;rndmo/Jwrum-. S#nl. -.� 
«L On/v lwr husband hod 11w rosm;c rtJl,I (or 

., it I.AU said) It) spoc tnd be h.ard. 
77wf/a1!/I II lld&wtl no,,(a/l,o/1. Jam 

alqcs ,JOCt1I and "'II 111undmo/Jwr thin/a J lalk 
loo rru:J,J, bul som,ti,,.11«n1r. 
Wh,n a IOOffllCl'II/AS lwr low, as most do 

g,nrouslv. it is acapla( Whora,or;wnan 
shins,., lhout}hb. QSl{)ffl6UQ71111tdogro. 

dousl/J, it is a/JouJ«J.. W1lel a� tv,a !or 
pou,,, as all� UJOUkf 1k to, � or 

lcu:lv, ii is� 
And vet. lhtlre rr&l$/ be,,._,,,,'"" (ff lo 

.spaak. And IA llwrs nut be 1)0UJfll' i'1111ar, lo 
be htJard. And UJMn,. htJw bolJi (tre.Jom tnd 

1)0UJfll'). "' us no/ be misundenlood. 
W«--"arafv lo{IRUJOrds lo lhoa UJho 03!1-

nol s,d (toomorw ..,., ;, 1oo manvau>­
trit:sJ.1--" on/v ID fort,,t llrt onus of "'II 

grr,ndrnolh,',aJea. 
�is� for an economia dqp-ee 

and is in the firlll )'Qr" her three-)'Qr aiune. 

lnd,o Abroo.d. A pr, I 1. l 9 �5
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Rewarding Talks With Poor Working1 omen ,V ▼
ByMAYANKCHHAYA

A n

divorce."

listed her vocation as lawyer and address as the

“1 will never forget what 1 have seen here and

your lives to tell when I go back.'

Ind id Abroad
Aoril n. ms

were refined there.
Mrs. Clinton appeared aware that she was at one 

of modem India’s most important monuments.

She also conceded that divorce was a serious White House. She and her daughter, Chelsea, were 

problem with a bearing on American society.
Her four-hour visit was essentially to meet Sewa

and visit the Gandhi ashram on the banks of the
Sabarmati River. It was built in 1917, two years

AHMEDABAD 

trade union of women living and working 
on the margins of society offered Hillary 
.Rodham Clinton more solutions to gender 

issues than she had expected.
The First Lady had what might have been the most 
substantive part of her five-nation South Asian tour 
during a lively, 45-minute dialogue with women 
who usually get a raw deal from an inherently 

unfair system.
Ranging from roadside grocers to small-scale 

embroiderers, they engaged her in what she 
described as a highly educational discussion.

The Self-Employed Women’s Association (Sewa, 
meaning service in many Indian languages) was 
repeatedly defined by Mrs. Clinton as holding 
answers to many problems related to women that 
she and President Clinton were trying to address in 
the United States.

She said: 'The word about your work has trav­
eled very far to Arkansas, the state that my husband, 
the President, and I come from. We have followed 
what Sewa has done in creating credit opportuni­
ties for poor women. The President wants to extend 
that to poor women all over the U5."

Dunng a question session, Mrs. Clinton was

It was estimated that more than lOO/XX) people 
lined the road on Mrs. Clinton’s six-kilometer (3.7- 
mile) drive from the ashram to Sewa's headquarters 
in central Ahmedabad, something she did not see in 
New Delhi.

At Sewa, she was made honorary holder of a sav­
ings account in the cooperative all-woman bank

In many cases, she added, couples work out set- i 

dements that take care of the children, but when 
that is not done, the government wants to enforce
penalties, such as canceling the driver license or and given a passbook ti^ had h^photc^aph and 

work permit I

INDIA ABR
tJ,LI-

TOP OF THE W
First Lady’s Visit: Focus on Women

also given haniembroidered wall hangings.

Mrs. Clinton seemed overwhelmed by the recep­

tion. She said:

after Gandhi returned from South Africa. Many of learned. Your faces, your beautiful clothes in all the 

his political, cultural, religious and economic ideas colon of the rainbow. 1 will have lots of stones of

Ela Bhatt, founder of Sewa and a pioneer in 
organizing women at the lower end of the econo­
my, said: "Poor women are central to the economy 
of^xir country, society and family. Our 20 years of 
experience says that women are capable of taking 
the lead in fighting poverty, of running economic 
organizatioins viably. Woman are good invest­
ments, bankable, highly creditworthy, have a 
proven track record of excellence everywhere they 
have had opportunity and access.

“If we believe that productive employment is the 
key to combat poverty and social marginalization, 
then poor women are the answer, because among 
the poor, all women work whether paid or not"

Bhatt who has received the prominent 
Magsaysay Award for her work, founded Sewa in 
1972 as a trade union to mobilize women in the 
unorganized and informal sector of the economy. 
The sector, according to Sewa, encompasses 94 per­
cent of the female working population.

The organization has a membership of 143,000 
women, two-thirds of them from rural parts of 
Gujarat

Among Sewa’s major accomplishments is win­
ning official recognition of women in these secton 

as workers, and therefore entitling them to mini­
asked by Rahima Sheikh, a Sewa official, what had mum wages and other benefits, something they had 
inspired her to visit India. She replied: | previously not received.

“Ever since I was my daughter’s age, I've wanted Other achievements include the creation of a 
to come to India, and the opportunity came when bank that lends marginalized women modest cred- 
my husband asked me to visit and find out about its to become economically independent, and pro­
issues related to women and children, and whether viding a minimum legal education, 
we can leam something from the way you deal with Sewa has pioneered such concepts as social secu- 
these issues. I wanted to see women in India rity that means health care, child support and hous- 
through Sewa." ing as part of full employment Many of these ideas

What she saw in the form of brief presentations seemed to capture Mrs. Clinton's attention, 
by Sewa volunteers "impressed and pleased” her.
She said that "we in the U.S. need to catch up with
Sewa," upon which the women in the audience,

many of them illiterate, applauded her.

Bhatt told India Abroad that Mrs. Clinton had 
seemed interested in replicating some of the ideas in 
the US, specifically a community bank for the poor. 

“We also spoke about health care, and I told her 
about self-financed health cooperatives that we 
run,” Bhatt added. “We discussed migration from 
the rural areas to the urban and ways to stop that”

Mrs. Clinton said the problems that women 
faced were the same all over the world, and there 
was a need for consolidated action. At one point, 
she asked the women of Sewa what the organiza­
tion had done for them.

Bashiruddin Bibi, a volunteer, replied: “We used 
to be scared of our husbands, mothers-in-law, 
police, government We could not deal with any of 
these, but now we know how to stand up and fight 

for our rights."
The reply seemed to go down well with the First 

Lady, who said that many of the things Bibi had 
mentioned applied to women all over the world, 
and that Sewa's experiences could be crucial in 

dealing with them.
Mrs. Clinton was also asked about the high 

divorce rate in the U.S. and what it meant to chil­

dren. She answered: “If s a very important question. 
It’s true that 50 percent of our marriages end in

She took off her shoes, a practice followed by visi­
tors before going inside the rooms in which Gand­
hi lived and worked for 12 years.

Trustees of the ashram said she was moved by 
Gandhi's simplicity. She was given a plaque of the 
main cottage, Hriday Kury, and a set of nearly a 
dozen books, many of them written by Gandhi and 
three, including "Gandhi on “Women" and The 
Mind of Mahatma Gandhi," by others.

Kartikaya Sarabhai, an environmentalist and a 

trustee of the ashram, who received the visitor, said 
she did not come as a tourist, but as a "pilgrim who 
knew what she was looking at* He and his sister, 
Mallika, had met Mrs. Clinton separately at a lun­
cheon in Delhi. He said she seemed well read on 
Gandhi and his philosophy.

"She knew the significance of his work and not­
ed how leaden all over the world, including Martin 
Luther King and Nelson Mandela, had been influ­
enced by Gandhi," he said. “She noted the univer­
sality of Gandhi's idea of nonviolence."
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A1.trs. Clinton's South Asia Trip 
Earns Favourable U.S. Press 

ByEL\OOIT 
WASHINGTON 

M
rs. Clinton's South Asia b'ip earned her �cantJy faYOrable COYU· 
• in the American press. Most papen, Mtl as they intupreted the
b'ip as an attempt to reclaim some d her lost glory, a-edited her with

� � espoused childml's and women's wdfare in the United Stalt$. 
The CXMnge began as $he took off' on March 26. The W�at Post 

printed a � article in its "Outlook" section, entitled "Jewel in the Town.• 1t 
w.is Y.Titttn by Elizabeth Bwniller, author ol the book. "May You Be the Moth­
er ol a Hundred Sons.• 

Meetini Ela Bhatt president ol the Self-Employed Women's Association 
based in Ahmedabad, indicated that the <>rgjlniws planned the ri"'t itinerary 
for her, Bummer v.,-ote. 

'When 150,000 poor Indian women can o� and save. �t does it 
rTlW'I for America."' she awd. "Everything. At a time� the US. is bying 
to end we.1fare as it nc,,y exists, Sewa provides a model.• 

I 
It is throt4t empowerment and oontrol over their lives that entrepreneur-

ship LS geflerated, she added, I Bhatt, who had met Mrs. Clinton previously, was reported to have said that I 
the First Lady was a serious person. In her typically earthy style, the activist 
leader was quoted as addire 

�ltYer questions $he asks, )'OU can ult that she is liswung to )'0Ur 
answers. Not like all those politicians � minds are � else.• 

A strike led by the Federation d Pakistan Chan-bers ol Commerce the day 
Mrs. Ointon landed in Islamabad was the subject ol an article in the Los Mgf-
1,r 'G. 

i i as the First Lady landed in a pouring rain, the strikt aippled major 
cibQ, the paper ftported. It said the feder2tion's luder had been dismissed by 
� Mnsta Benazir Bhutto that day, and security forces were rounding '!J> 
busines.smen � had accused the go,.,emment d not listening to their pith Ito raton order in Yiol�ridden KaBchi. 

. Mrs. Cinton apptared to be untouched by aJI that. howe\.ier, as $he lunched
with the rich and powerful and visiud a village, as evident by� and
artidts in thePos/, the Waslungton Times, the las Angles 1&nes and thei\uYort ,mes on March 28. • ;t

lnd,o. Abroo..d 
a pril 1,/ 145

I 
•"Mrs.. Clinton finds kindred spirit in Bhuttot said a he.adlint in the las 1 

Angdes Times. An accompanying article said that Mn � a woman was I 
at the helm in Pakistan. activists in Pakistan accused Bhutto <i a lack <i tfl'ort 
to irnpro.,e the lot ol women. 

Both women leaders, it added, share the � of being aitici.ud for 
taki!'lZ an � leadership role. 

The artide al.so cited Admini.stntion officials as saying that in Palostm they 
'Wtff seeking to demonstrate respect for Islam and to mw dw that Ameri• 
cans did not equau the Muslim faith �;th extrtmism or terrorism. 

IMrs. Clinton had a scan <Mr her head, visited a mosque and she and Olelsu 
wore tht traditional pakistani salwar (pants) lcamec (loose shirt). • 

The l'tJ5/ article on March 'l'l �ighted �t it S1N1 as the trip's attempt to 
put I more human fact on U.S. f� policy in the trQubled region. It also 
contended that the trip to India was an idea that had bettl pushed by Eliz.abeth 
Moynihan. wife d Senator Daniel Moyna'han d New York and former Ambas· 
sador to India. 

ln the State Department protocol, howeYer, Mrs. Clinton •CXlUld not visit 
; India without calling on India's neigt-bor and �me enemy, Pakistan,• said 

the writu d the article, Molly Moore said. 
� 15, appeared to have stolen some <i tht limel�t with intelligent 

questions on Islam. 
1ht Nau Yort Times, v.hich ran a story on the visit almost Mry day, said 

Mrs. C1i.nton was a "study in tht subtle role d spwse without portfolio." 
Even thougt-i Bhutto was said to have raised the issues d tht Pressler 

amendment, hwnan rights and nonproliferation in their privau meetings, 
Mrs.. Oi.nton steered dear d them, emphasizing that they wert matttrs to be 
diso ISsed by the Pakistani leader when she came to Washington this month. 

On March 28, most papers wen canying pictun:s rather than in-depth arti­
cles, rxttpt for the Washo,¢at Times and the Bostat Gcbe. The first printed 
a 12-inch artide, headed "First Lady Makes a Pitch for Women,• with pidllres 
d Mrs. Clinton. Clle1sea, and Bhutto in silken clothes and enjoying a dinner. 

It had a few funny sideliahts. as when asked bya student if she had a nick­
name. Mrs. Clinton said: "It depends on v.t.o )'OU tllk: to. Some people; I would 
irraene, hM quite rude nidcnames for me." 

The March 28 KIQfTi Herald had a photo d Mrs. Ointon at l.more's Bwia 
Village, as did the Los� Tbnes. The <1uaJ(/o Trilurw had a short notice 
dher arrival in New Delhi. But the Globe carried a long artide on details <i the 
visiL· 1he nr.xt d1y tht Posl looked behind the scenes at the India and Pakistan w­
its - how residents d Bwto were pushed out d sq#1t by security fon:es, how
Old Denu"s busiest wuts was deserted, and how babies in Mother Teresa's 
Ol'l)hanaae were outfitted with American parrc,m .and newly--stitched, flonl 
pinaba.

ll then added: "Notting has matched the � mated by the Pmstm
perrrnertc:«icialsata6ftwdl<imerstaQedatthe 12tfl..<:auylMloreFcrt•

In ilsMarch31 is.sue, the Post had a htadline, '1he Fust �s Pasaee
throuill Irda. • It aid the American press was forbidden to report on any d
Oldst.a's activities v.hn she was on her own. <ri/ � she was with her
moeher.

On March 30, the Nu Yort Tmes appeared lo be anotionaJ about the
poan an Indian schooleirl wrote for the Fint �. Mrs. Cinton not «i-t recit­
ed the v.tde poem,entitied "Sllenc:2.• but found a raonara in it for v.tiat she
fdt to be her often.misundast role. First� in tNs coonby.

In an � speech. she anncunad lhat a new 10-)'W' inteml­
tional aid� for eiclntingwomen would axne to lncla. But the�
was a m>dest $500,000.

1he First Lldy mYded with an entourage d senior aides, almost aD d
women, the Nau York 7ines reported, and the �. it said, felt lib a com­
bination d a fun..b,ing sorority blended with a � seminar on the
responsa'bilities "sistahood.

The paper pidoed up an Associated Press "l)Olt frtm Ahrnedabad in its
March 31 issue that found Mrs. Cirton under I � tent talking to
women wgetable � embroidayworl<trs and other c:lthe poor, v.t.o told
her they� no� mid to� ror better trt.atmmt in the mari<d­
placu� IOCidy.



ith things peculiarly Indian — food, hand-

Xt it could paw as a sari. Mrs. Clinton was highly impressed by the worionanship.
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What apparently prompted the First Lady to have at least one meal at the hotel's famous Bukhara restaurant was a word from her 

daughter Chelsea,

, is not the consideration. What matters is our 

fool- b«l M

•4; ’

»>

I

it out
At the museum she was also pi
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Crafts and Fare of the Country Give Delight
By MAYANK CHHAYA NEW DELHI
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i as one hotel spokesman described it The 16th floor 

| “autumn" colors.

It had paisley ,
patterned curtains and
upholstery and the
artifacts were typically
bronze of the Chola
age. There were the
customary personal- i
ized stationary and

...- ■»<. .-

A

inscribed on it There 
were a tot of white and 
yellow flowers, includ- 

ing lilies-
There was no 

official confirmation 
from the hotel about 
the bill that the First 

Lady's entourage may 
have run up. But at an 
average of $24° a 
room, exclusive of tax­
es, and food and drinks 
and other related 
expenses, the total 
could have been well 
between $35,000 to 
$50,000 for three | 

j^tTBS sources in 
the hotel said very 
often dignitaries are 
offered hefty d>s- 

counte. 1
-If normal guests 

were to occupy these 
rooms the hotel would 

K^ve earned more.
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Taj Mahal in Agra, she wore a

of gifts that the occupants of the palace have received over the years

great deal about one of the most ancient civilizations, albeit fleetingly.
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utio had eaU n 
there earlier. Mrs 

Clinton's menu 
was small but 
choice. It includ­
ed siknadri raan 
or marinated leg 

of lamb, murg 
malai kebab or 
butter chicken 

daal
bukhara or but­
tered black lentil 
and nan bukhara 
or giant sized 
nans. The single 

main course was 
followed by fimi 
or rice pudding, 
which she partic­
ularly enjoyed, 

declining tea or 
coffee because she 

wanted to savor 
its taste a little 
longer. She went 
inside the hotel 
kitchen and 
inquired about 
the tandoor or 

day even <

-

7
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Knt Ixb Hilhiy Clinton and daughter Chelsea bold orphaned children during a tour of the Mother Teresa Orphan-



/ Bhutto Raises the Kashmir Issue With Guest 
By TARJQ BlJIT 

ISI»1ABAD 

P
akis12n brought up Jwtvnir and the Preukr 
amendment with H�lary Rodham Clinton 
on her visit, hoping that its �ews would 

tt.lCh President Clinton ahead o( Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto's coming trip to the U.S. 

'We altxhe,ut i�toMn. Oirm-t's w­
it. �ch bas outed Willlllth and aoodwil1 in Pak­
istm-U.S. relations." said Foreign Minister Sudar 
AseJf Atvnad Ali. "lt ha.s auted a aood fflYironmmt 
on the e\lt d the Prime Minister's wit to the U.S." 

Most ci the First Lldy's � on the 
tv.'0-<lay trip (March 26-27) wert cultural, $OCiaJ 
and nonpolitical. She tried to get across to the max• 
imum number d people in the short time. 

She watched cultural shows. met politicians, 
academics and v,.,ornen lt.adm in ditfertnl spheres. 
and visited schools, a basic health unit and histori­
cal places in blamabad and Lahore. 

HOWM!r, diring a 20-minute meeting. Bhutto 
briefed her on "hwran rights violations in lncfian. 
administtred" Kashmir. 

'1heR is a dire need to resoM the core issue d 
Ka.wnir betwetn the two South��" 
Bhutto� quoted as telling hu guat. 

Another is.sue Bhutto touched on was the U.S. 
refusal, as a result d the Pressler amendment. to 
deliver 38 F-16 aircraft, for� Pakistan had paid 
CMr" $12 billion dollars. 

Of the amendment. she said: "lt is a bltmt � 
mmt and has not seMd the pu1p(R Thmf� it 
should go. WAShif11Zlon should either deliYer the 
equipment or retum the money." 

Al. the same time, Ali e.mphasiud that the visit 
"will matt a better awarenes.s � the U.S. 

Admirustr.ition and the people d the U.S. about 
Pakistan and its problems.." 

Mrs. Clint.on made no public comment on any 
political, rqtjonal or intanational issue. She stayed 
dt.ar d the problem � playing the role ci a 
goodwill a.mbassadof. 

Bhutto apprised hu "slqls Qk,en by the Pak­
istan �t to undo instit1Jtional discrimini­
tion ag;iinst women. imprc,.oe conditions for chiJ. 
dren, impt"OYe health facilities and inYOM v.oo,en 

in development activity. 
Mrs. Clinton said: "What Mn. Bhutto has dont to 

rec.ogniz.e the ereat potential d this COW1by as 
being tied with the g,ut potential d its women is 
something that makes common sense and is giving 
all ci us hope that as we inwst in women and girts, 
we inYest in men, we iJ1lleSt in the future, wt inwst 
in our society." 

Pakistani officials hoped that Mrs. Clinton would 
COO\oley to hu husband v.hat she had hwd and the 
impressions she had gather!d from her meeti'lZS 
here, -and inlluencz the President's opinion and U.S. 
policies ta,,,rard Palcist2n. 

The lolling ci two American staffers ci lht U.S. 
ainsuWe in Karachi by unidentified gunmen two 
weeks before her visit had mmm.s.scd Puistan. It 
was feared that Mrs. Clinton would put Cl1her visit. 
That she did not was seen by officials IS �ing 
Wilshington's desire for iood relations. 

The visit caused nun a.c:ittmenl � 
Mrs. Ointoo holds no ptJ,lic office. her trip was 
well cx,.,md b-/ the medi&. 

Many peop1e � did not know nun about Mrs. 
Clinton souatt to CXlrl1)al't her v,th the Im 
Jacqueline Ktnnedy, v.tlo visited Pakistan 33 years 
.. 
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Visit to a Bangla Self-Help Project 
By ERSHADUL HUQ 

DHAKA 'k-J. illary Rodham Clinton told poor
Bangladeshi women on tht fourth ltg ol 
her South Asian swing that '1 bdievt \'try 

strongly that it is important for women to wn 
thtir own income even� they arr married.• 

i The U.S. First Lady drc,.,e to Rishipan, a poor 
, Hindu sdtlemenl 10 kilomettn north ol Jes.sort, 
1 in southwesttm Bangladesh, after uriving he� 
· from Katmandu on Apnl 2. She wanted to see for
herself how a self-swtaining program rJ c.omrru­
nity lmding to the poor by tht Cnmeen Bank (lit• 
erally meaning V11lage bank) has lifted hundreds rJ 
thousands rJ Bangladeshis out rJ abject pc,.,erty to 
dignified self.sufficiency. 

By visiting this town in the inttrior o(
BangSade:sh. Mrs. Clint.on was paying bibute -
not only for herself but also for her for her hus­
band. President Bill Clint.on - to a path-brealcing 
institution and its crutor, Dr. Muhammad Yunus.. 

I He has become something ol a legend in his mun­
by and has also been praised abroad for his wortc. 

I The bank is a private institution cooiplettly 
I owned by its two million imlpo,ierished members. 
, Already the envy cileading bankers, its approach to 
1 lending has caught on in many countries around 
I the world. It has been rtplicaled in President Oin-
1 ton's home state rJ Arbnsas in the shape o( the 

I 
Cood faith Fund, started at Pine Buff'. 

Cramem was also the model for Chicago's 
, South Shore Bank, which is a piooeu o( utban 

·lopmtnt loans in the U.S. for the depriyed.
)'ear the United State Congress YOUd $ l3 

l, __ ,on to help set up Crameen-type small� 
munity tnlerprises all OYer the counby. 

In Rishipan, ill iterate 'tWl1len belonging to fam. 
ilies d tanners got loans from 4,000 tab to 6,000 
tab ($100 to $150), which have been used for 
income-generating activities like � liYtstodc 
and poulby, selling nulk and eggs, and other vil­
lage businesses. The profits ha\lt been eoo4i to 
� the loan with sornethiJlZ to spare. 

Mn.. Cini.on said she would go back to wor1c to 
tarn her own income when her h.1sband le.MS the 
office d President. 

"My tuband is the President o( the U.S. In 
not � my own incomt, • she said. , stlrud 
wotk ...tw.n I v.as 13 )'t"an old and always wned 
my own income. Thtrt wen� )'Q1'S v.nen my 
income was more than my husband's.• 

The First Lady said she was was happy to learn 
that many o( the poor women she has seen, v.tuc 
....,. ldt them because they hid � 
insullicient dowries. were reunited now that they 
were eenenti!ll incomes for their families. 

She said she was also e,ablfied to learn that 
women. 01n on the � end ol social Jnd 
� biw:s. naw had representation in p 
emmmt councils and wm inYolwd in policy­
makirc, 'This is \lltlY important and it will benefit 
)1QU in the kq run, .. she told them. 

Mn.. Ointon was to to to Sri Lanb on April 5 
on the last lei of her South Asian tow. 

Meeting With the Man She's Named After 
By Rtu1m Sir F.dmund said it was "sheer coincidenceft 

KATiiMANDU that their paths had happened to aos.s. The soft. 

whom she is named • mountaineer Sir schools and clinics in the Himalayas and he had H 
illa,y Clint.on met on Apnl 2 tht man for spoken ad-,,cnturer runs a foundation that builds 

Edmund Hillary, the conqueror o( come to Nepal on a visil 
Mount E\leffSt. The New Zulander, � climbed the world's 

The wife o( U.S. President Bill Clinton, 'l,hc) is highest peak in 1953, saying he had done so 
on a South Asian Qoodwill tour, was greeted by "because it was then,• noted that Hillary Oin-
Hilla,y, 75, at Kalhmarw's Tnbhuvan Intema- ton's fame now exa.eded his O'Ml. 

tional Airport� she arriwd to takt a plane out "In America before, if arl)OOdy rec:ogniud the 
rJ Nepal after a thrtt,day sby. • n.ime Hillary it was always me. and now they say,

She flew to Dhaka for a three-<lay visit to "Oh. )'OU must be a lady," he said. 
� Hillary Clint.on,� journey with her her ts. 

Hillary Oint.on, 47, told reporters in Nepal that )IQl'-Old daughter Chehe.a began last week with 
her mother, Dorothy Rodham. read an article Pakistan and India, rdaxed on a weekend safari in 
about Hillary v.tule she was pregnant and that Nepal's Royal Olihvan game preserve planned as a 
explained the unusual spd)� o(her name. respitt from the l24ay tour. 

"She read an article in 1947 and that was befort She and Chelsea rode an elephant on an excur• 
he dimbed Evmsl So v.nen I was born. she called sion into jungle � rare Bengal tigers roam 
me Hillary and she always told me it was because and dined by kerosene lantern at a camp with only
rJ Sir Edrrund Hillary." she said. one telephone and no el«tricity. 

F1nt 1- Hlllay 
CIDbamNtlSir
Edmumlffilmy 
-•theflnt 
1wo-1odmb 
McMmtEwnst.at 
hLdicnln4u 
.,artoaA,112.
Mn. Clnlola -
taa.ywhlta 
...... �
...... 111 .. 
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WorldJ, 
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Focus on Nep� Women's Heahh 
By ASHOK F.ASWARAN 

KATiiMANDU 0 n the third leg o(her South Asian journey, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton devoted her time 
in this Himalayan kingdom to health are. 

specially for women and children. 
She had a packed schedule, with receptions by 

King Bil'Uldn and Queen Aishwarya, and a meet­
ing with Prime Minister Manmohan Adhikari, 
woo huds Nepal's first Communist government, 
and the city's elite. 

Her greatest interest was in women's organiza­
tions and projects run by them. 

Soon after her aniv.11, Mrs. Clinton dropped in 
at the Kalimati Oinic run by local women and 
supported by a volunteer group, American 
Women ol'Nepal, consisting ol'wives riU.S. dipl<>­
mats. 

She� thedistrilutiond a "safe birth 
kit. Said to be my to LR, it oonsists " buit 
rNteria1s needed in the home, � most 
Nepalese births oa:ur, and is designed to help� 
iJy rneniJers and tnditional birth attendants 
insure thlt the mother and child stay well aft.er 
ddiwiy. 

Aa:ording to officials hut, Mrs. Clinton was 
plwed thlt the kits wen pnd.Jad by a company 
operated by Nepalese womm If successful in 

Nepal, it could be sold throu'1<lut South Asia. offi. 
mis said. 

The First Lady appeared impressed by the kiL In 
COOYersa ti� with health officials, she praised the 
women's spirit o( enterprise. 

"Something like this, lS wt know around the. 
world, can make an enormous difference if it is 
available, �she said. 
Nepal, one o( the poorest counbies according to 
the Wortd Health Organization, suff'en from a 
high infant mortality rate, largely due to unsafe 
birth practices. Nepalese women have a maternal 
mortality o( about 850 per 100,000, offida1s here 
said. 
Mrs. Clinton is the first First Lady to visit Nepal. 
She and her d.lugfit.er, Olelsea, were received at 
Kathrrandu's Tnbhuvan Airport by Queen Aish­
warya and Princess Shnrti. Chlsea � to hit 

it of with Shruti and was seen in an amrated con­
\fflltion with her. 
Mrs. Clinton visited the Dwarib Hoca, owned by 
ont d Nepil's IN women enb'epmlMS, v.tiere 
she met women politicians, entrepreneurs and 
ltaders rJ prominent� orpim­
tions. In a rdaxed atmosphere. she listt:ned as 
they described their penonaJ e:xpe2 iel m in rising 
to the top "their prciessions and the challenQes 
that women in Nei,iJ faad. 

Ind,°' Ab(oa.d 
A p ril 1,li�5 



Women Activists Get a 

Favorabk Impression 
By MAYANK CJIHAYA 

NEWDELHI 

H 
il1uy Rodh,vn Clinton. on her visit, WIS 

treated to I variety d lndiln women 
ICtivists � wa-e ISSa1M, poised ll'ld 

self-assured. 
Her funcheon � �th 12 � leaders 

may hM intluena:d the Fim Lady's pmpectM 
on issues rdati� to women IOd chiJdrt.n mort 
tha.n she anticipated. 

Some of the women It the luncheon hosted by 
Ambas.sador Frank Wisner It his residence. Re» 
Je\ltlt House. said Mrs. Clinton seemed '\a)' icea, 
to learn" Ind was "amenable" to idw to wt.ti 
she had pemaps neYU been exposed 

"She stJUck me as someone IRrY bril!t. very 
pleasant Ind wry well briefed,• said Mlllib Smb­
hai, one d India's best.known dancas and dlOl'e­
ographers, and a publisher. 

Sarabhai. � attended the luncheon. told 
India Ahroorf. 'The v.ometl she met reprtSented I 
special Indian brand ol feminism. They wen pro­
Q)'a.We and also proud ol �women.. 

Sarabhai said she had told Mrs. <lint.on that 
lndi&n civilization had &lwa)'S been corrlortllble 
�th and � d women in positiorll ol 
P0W'r. She went on: 

"I told her that unlike in the U.S.. men here do 
not hM any serious proolem acnptinQ women in 
ludenhip roles. I Mn pointed out that it WIS a 
?ity that in the U.S. men hM a problem�· 
1ng I woman IS I president She � 
that was indeed a problem" 

Aho present� .la;)6Arunachalam. ¥.to I\DlS the 
Madns-bwd � Women's Fc:rum that hefsis 
tr.dtional WQYers. She ar:knitt!d �heal '\lay 
slGeptial" hffllre � the UlChml. 

• I'm rd� to such�· kn:ha. lu
nut Sell)' lcarnebad(w:ry pleased and .-irpfS.itld-..lh 
her � Mda,a:sp cl women's issue,: a ail 
. Abo, she added, Mrs. Clinton WIS taQer to
incorporate. what she learned from women's 
groups in India in the .. "the Baj� a,n. 
fuence on women later this )Qr. 

Mrs. Clinton particularly focwed on imp� 
women's status through education. She also asked 
abou! �_hi�� dropout rate lmOflg �rta. 

Asbd how she felt Mrs. Clinton had come
across. Arunachalam said: � was wry humble 
and made it dear that she was hert to learn ll'ld 
not teach. At the Sime timt, sht knew v.flat she 
was talkine about.. 

Sanbhai and ArurachaJam said they had the 
impression that Mrs. Clinton had ·•enormous 

inftuttn" �th President Cinton. They expmsaf 
the hope that her intmctions in South Asia, ape. 
cially India, would tnnslm into policies ol a& 
stance toward the region. 

Sanbhai said she had told the First Lady it was 
a pity that to hf acapud, she still had to use 
"Hillary Roehm Clinton," not just "HJlla,y RoG­
ham" And she YOiad the opinion that Mrs. Clin­
t.on would � Ill exttlJent president 

"An il11)011ant thing about our meetioai was 
that it might help ex>md I naiYe view that most 
Amtricans hM about women in India." she 
empha.siud. "Ibey think we are oppressed and put 
down, but it is w from that, u she m� hM 
found out" 

Arunachalam said Mrs. Clinton had eJqnSltd 
eagtmess lo visit southern Inch in future. There 
MS some disappointment � JOUthem non­
punmental aroups that the First Lady did not 
visit them,�� to Nandini Azad, also ol the 
Wortcq Womeru Forum. 

Jan Peterson d Croots North America had writ­
ten to Mrs. Clinton askinQ her to come to Madras 
YAllle she WI.\ in Ina 

'The Wortcq Womeru Forum Is Ill uarrc,le 
ol ems-roots women � for the � 
able deYeJopment ol their CX)fl'lffiU1ljties and� 
lies,• said the ldtu, signed by Pete.non and three 
other Croots activists. 

It described the forum as a con� dthe 
CRmeal Bank " � (for � the 
poor), � the Clintons hwt pnised and en» 
lated in Arbnsu. 

Arunlchmm 81W Mrs. CirtDn I aimson alk 
tQJf with aclld inlay worif. made by the fArnous 
�v.awn. Sanblai saidtheFintudy 
had aprmed I desire to Witch her darn� 
"Sita's Illudm,• 

"She Aid I nut let her know when I pafonn it 
in New York." &nbhai added. 

Others It the luncheon wm MArauet AM, 
Minist.er for PencnneJ and � Main; 
film � Mira Nair; Shobha.na �ti)ll cl11w 
lrrnduslan 7i7w.s; UMShi Butalia "the iu,lish­
� house Kali for Women, and activists Rar,ana 
Kumari, c.P. � and Bonini KaJdar. 

lr1tlut �brao.d 
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«DHAKA. Bangladesh, April 3 — A ,
roup of women of the untouchable

f f
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Hillary Clinton and her daughter. Chelsea, meeting with women 
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Moishahati
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itK 4y choreographed, stood
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In a scripted tour, 
some moments of

>

i
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I-iass reached across a gulf of Ian- < 

jage and culture today to pepper 
iillary Rodham Clinton with ques- 
ions about her status and self-reli- 

nce as a woman.
"Do you have cattle in your 

ouse?” asked one woman in Moi- 
nahati, a dusty hamlet in southwest 
angladesh that has been trans- 
irmed by the Grameen Bank, which 
lakes small loans to poor people 
ithout collateral in exchange for 
romises of productive work and 

onitoring by other borrowers. 
"No,” Mrs. Clinton smiled in ac- 

nowledgment of a world in which 
ic difference between one cow and 

few cows in a household is the 
ifference between night and day. 
ut the next question was trickier, 
>uching on many of the compro- 
lises Mrs. Clinton, a lawyer and the 
rst First Lady to have a profession- 
I career before entering the White 
ous' ‘ as had to make.

m our income and that’s 
lake our families,” another

The Grameen Bank has helped 

transform Moishahati’s economy.

4

people) from his personal money, 
eventually setting up an independ­

ent bank.

Now Grameen has more than 1,000 
branches in 34.000 villages. Last 
year It made $369 million in loans, 

 the vast majority to women, with the
largest loans being typically about 
$600 for a home. Repayment rates 

I' are higher than those of commercial 
banks here and the idea has been 
copied in a handful of ptaces across 

| the United States, including Arkan­
sas, where BUI Clinton helped start 
the Arkansas Development Bank 

when he was Governor.

"The woman who has completed 
the loan is completely different," Dr 
Yunus said. “The whole world was 
telling her, ‘You are no good, you are 
. Now comes the First
Lady of the world to talk about it It

"1

iw t ----------------------
Hager said at a meeting under a
imboo and tin-roofed hut built for
rs. Clinton’s visit “Whose income

> you live on?”
Mrs. Clinton answered evenly: “I
arted to work when I was 13 years
d, and I always earned my own
come. And there were some years
hen I earned more income than my
isband. Now that my husband is
e President, I am not earning my 
vn income. But I will later, again,

Mr^Chnton seemed to relish the authenticity.

oment as she answered questions — 
ith her 15-year-old daughter. Chel-

a, at her side.
"Do you intend to have any more for lts authenticity, 
lildren?” another woman asked, W|th (he bank’s 54-year-pld 
fleeting a pressing concern in a {ounder and guiding light, Muham- 

ammed into an area about the size v'andeihilt University^ in_te[pr^.tJn? 

Wisconsin. '
“I would have loved to have had
ie or two more children,” Mrs.
inton replied, putting her arm

ound Chelsea.
In a 12-day tour encompassing
jhtly scripted photo opportunities,
sits to schools and clinics and cere-

handshakes with heads of
ay’s encounter, while still

Reuters

in Moishahati, Bangladesh, yesterday.

pl Bengal ■ ■

Bengali Women Are Candid With Hillary Clinton
By TODD S. PURDUM ' _1T --- - L

__

Bis

V" %

the bank's 54-year-pld

 ■untry where 120 million people are . J^j'yunus, an economist trained at •

at her ride,’Mrs. Clinton heard a

Bengali version of "It’s a Wonderful
Life,” with Dr. Yunus in the role of

Jimmy Stewart.

The idea for Grameen (the Ben­ 
gali word for rural) was bom in the 
mid-1970’s, when Dr. Yunus was women. He decided the answer was a wom«ut .
teaching at Chittagong University in access to enough capital to win a Lady of the worw
southern Bangladesh and found him- toehold on life, and in 1976 he made is a^valida
self implored for money by beggar his first loans ($30 divided among 42 tag.
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other side of the ujorld shcrw her ground‘rS^Ier which Chelsea

side by side with her mother conversed with another can be quoted when she is heard
every setting fr?™ Jhe top of an House public but not when
neX XX faitoat^at^dl X ^des working on a speech needed engaged in conversation by re- 

ners, clearly fascinated Mn.<w<whwk» reference in the oorters.

sea,
studies tier surrounomgs breaks off on her own - security ences of the Clintons’ visit to Asia
. •the. mother guards in tow — to explore these easily outweighed concerns about

Xie Asian settings at her own the increased public exposure for 

and daughter found themselves Qff ^5^
SU7°RnMed byhn a^rat^dthek phant Sunday morning while her “It’s a learning experience of a 
and children who decorated their P lifetime" she said. “This is a re­

adoption procedures before

I

rn.

n A- W

mother went hiking.
But more often than not, she has 

elected to accompany her mother

I 
S’ I

lifetime," she said. ’’This is a re­
markable experience for anyone to 
have — no matter what age."

! is seeing.
Her wonderment comes 

through in the questions she asks 
and the careful eye with which she 

studies her surroundings.

V?

I
i
§

Koran, it was Chelsea who readily 
produced one she had brought 

from home.
The first daughter sometimes

'heads with the traditional teep 

red dot for Mrs. Clinton, green 
k_ Chelsea. The mark once sig­

naled whether a woman was mar­
ried or single but now is worn for 

decorative purposes.
Visiting Mother Tteresa’s or­

phanage in New Delhi, Chelsea 
quietly questioned the nuns about 
adoption procedures before ex-

1 ne eye-opening 
experiences of the 
Clintons’ visit to Asia 
easily outweighed 
concerns about the 
increased public 
exposure for Chelsea.

to double-check a reference in the

gets caught in the middle of the 
tug-of-war over coverage of Chel­
sea, said the eye-opening experi­
ences of the Clintons’ visit to Asia

K * * * * *

h-" ' ’!

Chelsea moves out
into media spotlight

nerges as a youthful diplomat
Tburing the splendor of the

pearl-white Thj Mahal, she de-

bodiment of the fairy-tale palace”

of her younger days.
*

would dream 1’was a princess or

that fam’ here, it’s spectacular."

was Chelsea who asked the most on camera, Mrs. Clinton abruptly 
detailed questions. steered her daughter elsewhere

Having studied Islam in history and insisted, “No, no. 
cho pnonopd nne of White House aides then laid out

L..> 
t-vi’-b'.. i 
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By Nancy Benac
ASSOOATEO PRESS____________________________

DHAKA, Bangladesh — Spring 
break is turning into an interna­
tional coming-out party for 15- 

year-old Chelsea Clinton.
The only child of Bill and Hil­

lary Clinton, protectively shielded 
from the spotlight at home, is 
emerging as a poised junior diplo- 

’mat on her mother’s tour of the 

Indian subcontinent.
Photos beamed home from the

is

-

from one official event to the next, 
to the delight of their hosts. 

At the Self-Employed Women s 
Association in Ahmadabad, India, 
organizers of the trade group in­

troduced Chelsea to great ap­
plause as “a potential future mem­

ber of SEWA." u t
Adoring teen-age girls at the Is­

lamabad College for Girls gath­
ered around Chelsea in their out­
door cantina, while Mrs. Clinton 
chatted with school officials else­

where. 
The worldwide exposure is an 

abrupt change of pace for a 10th- 
grader who attends private school 
and has been kept from the public 

spotlight during the first two years 
of her father’s presidency. 

The Clintons made it clear even 
before the inauguration they were 
anxious to give Chelsea a "normal 
teen-age upbringing, and they 
rarely involve her in public ap­

pearances.
Such sensitivities are clearly 

evident, even as mother and 
------------------------- daughter make this very high-

scribed the building as “the em- profile march across South Asia1
Reporters had to dicker with 

ner yvuugc. White House aides ^whether
“I would see pictures of it, and I Chelsea’s remarks about the Thj 
_ - Mahal could be quoted; the aides

whatever? she recaUed, “and now finally relentedL
1 ani no c,« o And when TV

_ P e t __ _ L_____ — *T^ 1

was Chelsea who asked the most
detailed questions.

1__ _ _____ 21.2 \
class at school, she engaged one of
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The Clintons apeak with Bangladeshi women.
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iDary Clinton, nearing the end of her 

South Asia trip, sat on a wooden 

bench under a tin-roofed shed in a 

rural Bangladesh village yesterday, 

questioning poor Hindu women about their 

lives and problems.
The village women, draped in their best’ 

saris, then turned the tables and asked if they 

could pose a few questions to the first lady.j * 
“Certainly,’ Mrs. Clinton replied.
One woman stood boldly and queried, “Do 

you have cows in your home?"
Taken aback for a moment, the White - , 

House resident then responded with proper • 

gravity in her voice, “No, we do not have 

cattle in our home.”
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Hillary Clinton’s Mother Lode(■ Titsoay. April 4.1995

I
n an exotic setting, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton found something familiar in 
 her morning paper, a critical article 

about herself. The novelty about the

policymaker, the militant feminist, was

i .. _
her Asian tour. Commenting on a
"gushing" speech at a girls’ school, the
writer sniffed, "It could just as well have
been Lady Diana, Jane Fonda or [Miss

World] speaking."
Indians had found her noncontroversial,

that status she craves at home. She was
there as an ambassador of good will, an
advocate of the rights of women and
children and an entranced sightseer who
ate up the dancing camels and
accommodating elephants. But the real
image-remaking was going on at home:
Hillary Clinton coming through as a

mother.
This was her daughter Chelsea’s debut,

and the mother-daughter team was a big
’ Hillary Clinton has famously rubbed

psyche of the Angry White Male the
.ong way, but Mrs. AWM for the past

week was looking at Chelsea Clinton and 
maybe saying. "You gotta admit she did a yMrs OTS Barbara Bush, who eschewed 

--.l .i— i..u " policy but aimed poisoned darts at her
husband’s enemies. The combination of
matronliness and malice seemed to satisfy

the public.
House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.), 

forced into civility by his mother’s

«

The Washivctos Post

good job with the kid.’’
HiDary Clinton has, in short, 

accomplished the most enviable thing of 

all. She has brought up a nice child. The
president may get some credit, too. 

Chelsea has been under wraps since her

Sr- _
Clinton, pronounced himself dehghtetT 
with Clinton’s excursion. He compared her 

to Eleanor Roosevelt, said she was 
carrying on a tradition established by Mrs. 

Roosevelt, “who pioneered as an 

ambassador of good wilt’
Hillary Clinton loves being compared to 

 Eleanor Roosevelt, who scoared the world

But for the past week, Chelsea has been for information to bring home to her 
* . * « » “ • • . * A * A A A • _ • • S ® — A “ A. ■ A A

lady's staff panicked when she was quoted many touring clinics and elementary

do more of the same here, particularly in 

the District of Columbia, the dty that is 

falling apart at her feet
 Mrs. Roosevelt was savagely critidzed 

at the time as a left-wing meddler. She 

paid no heed. Unlike Hillary Clinton, she 

never brooded about it or complained 

about the press. She wrote her own 
column. Maybe now, buoyed by her Asian 

success and sustained by her new identity 
as Chelsea’s mother, Hfllary Clinton will 

set about renewing her domestic efforts 

for women and children and let her critics 

chase their tails.

Her parents have never cheated on that
score, except when her hard-pressed 

father, seeking desperately for closure on
the Gennifer Flowers episode, gave the 
Democratic National Convention a sound .
bite, garnered he said, from a post-“60 
Minutes* conversation: "I think Fm glad
you’re my parents." It was icky and not 

blindingly credible.

speaking for herself, and although the first husband. Now that she has been seen by so 

lady's staff panicked when she was quoted many touring clinics and elementary 
about the Taj Mahal, she has been giving a schools in Asia, Clinton may be expected to 

good account of herself. On their home
screen Americans have seen mother and 
daughter exchanging smiles all along the
route—at Mother Teresa’s orphanage,
dandling babies, at the Taj Mahal, in
Pakistani dress, aboard the symbol of the

ty that gives her father much trouble.
4 seems to Hee her mother, which at her

Age is almost as important as loving her.
. By all accounts, Chelsea is a gentle and 

mannerly young woman. She has done her 

homework and, according to Washington
Post correspondent MoDy Moore, 
impressed her guides with her learning.
Fifteen is deep in the dark heart of

adolescence. It is an age when children are 

at their least delightful, given to rejecting 

their parents and all they stand for, given 

auuu<. hviava. .  to storms and sullen silences. Americans
Calcutta Telegraph story was the nature have discovered, finally, something they 

of the complaint. The imperious can admire unequivocally in Hillary
policymaker, the militant feminist, was Clinton, who is, of course, a total heroine

accused of suppressing substance during t0 the put-upon women of her swing 
through Asia, where female infanticide is 

still practiced. 
Says Republican Rep. Nancy L. Johnson 

of Connecticut, who qualifies as an expert, 
having three teenage daughters of her 

own, "This woman is a mother."
Americans are terribly fussy about their 

first ladies. They find them dowdy or too 

dothes-conscious; they think they have too 

much influence (Nancy Reagan and her 
horoscopes) or too little (Pat Nixon). They 

say they want them just to look after their 

husbands but they really expect exemplary 

. hard work. Jacqueline Kennedy, initially 

written off as a high-society fashion plate, 
redeemed herself at the time erf the 

assassination with her heartbreaking 
dignity and her shattering sense of what 

was due a fallen president.
The favorite first lady of the past 25
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Or agents peeking uncomfortably into the crib 

of Mother Teresa’s orphans in search of hidden 

hazards.
It’s all in a day’s work during what the first h- 

u, il 2—Imagine, for a moment. Secret Ser- dy*s staff has dubbed the Hillaryland Tour Mrs. 

ce officers atop elephants lumbering into the Clinton’s 12-day journey through the women’s 

inset to protect first lady Hillary Rodham Chn- empowerment organizations and prime minis-
c, one agent bending to speak into the radio tors’ residences of South Asia.

-------- Over the weekend she took a day off to ride el­
ephants and hike at one of Nepal's roost popular gif

explow that she was named for him.
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The First Lady’s Trip

jrim year of health care reform fail- from ^op to stop. 
jreand such scandals as Whitewater. _ (Not .that theyl!^get toteep f aD

carvings 

er vanity at the wildlife preserve: 

Teaitandrayarms-andinywaist.’ ustesintelimmmwg^rJX
When a student at a village school lady a red silk shalwar kameez tne

have, I would imagine, very rude 

nicknames for me."
On this trip, she has acquired at 

is designed to strengthen the. heart 

i--------------------
. oungsters, “IT try to work on my

CLINTON, From DI_________

which she didn’t see) and endan­
gered greater one-horned rhinoceros- 
es (which she did see).

But the trip, which is providing the 

irst lady with a chance to promote 
what have become her main causes— 
women’s and children’s issues—is ab 

» giving her a crack at proving she 
Tas a humorous, human side after a

The mountain climber's response: 
“Wlien people used to hear the name 
Hillary, they always thought of me. 

Now they think of a woman’s name.
The first lady has something else in 

common with Hillary-a large expe­
ditionary force. As one director of the 

resort where she stayed inside the 

Royal Chitwan National Park rattled 

off the celebrities who have visited 

the hotel in the past—the Prince of 
Wales, Robert Redford. Richard 

Chamberlain, Goldie Hawn—she add­
ed, “But no one has come with as 
large an entourage as the first lady.

Mrs. Clinton’s group, which num- 
bers well over 30, includes media, Se- 
cret Service, White House staffers 

and others.
/Ind, as usual, the cameras have 

captured a few moments on the trip 

that went unnoticed by the first lady.
At a health clinic in a Pakistani vil­

lage, she watched a nurse give a 

young boy an oral polio vaccination. 
Mrs. Clinton then bent over the 

youngster and warbled, “Good boy."
The minute she turned around to 

leave, be spit up the vaccine • ■

Not that you’d bust a gut laughing, 

at some who have observed her up

sorel^ since she 

isumed the role of first lady.
After spending more than a week 

Federal law mandates that all the 

gifts be catalogued; those valued at 
—— than $250 must be turned over 
; M'cSS-i'presideaU BbraJ 

when he leaves office.)

The protocol officer has sent word 

'Are mey sending their girls to 

schoolT

L
hildren demonstrating yoga exerasr

^irs of rhinos had been spottrfm pachyderms,

er v«^nity at the wildlife preserve. the region’s government

with elaborate gifts, she s been 

3 as a

What is your nicknameT Mrs. Clm- Wlowy pants favor^V^y^^

Mrs. Clinton was so taken by the
long, flowing style that when she »- 
rived in New Delhi the next day, she 

toldherstafitofindberanewooeto

wear to dinner with the Indian presi­

dent An embassy staffs
Delhi shopkeeper who brought racks 

of the outfits to Mrs. Clinton s hotel 

She selected a Wack one with gold

embroidery.
Today the first lady met the person 

responsible for her name—Su Ed­

mund Hillary, 75, who led the^first ex-. 

pedition to climb Mount Everest. 
Mrs. Clinton said her mother_read m 

article about Hillary m 1947 bdore 
he scaled the world’s highest peak. 

-So when 1 was born, she caDed me
Hillary and she always tWd me it a be­
cause of Sir Edmund Hillary, Mil.

Clinton said. . .

to ™ “±?EkS ■“

pearl, gold, emerald and ruby jewelry 

from Pakistani government officials to 

sustain the dowry of a wealthy South 

Asian bride.
In fact, the Clinton women have re­

ceived so many goodies that the car­
go hold of their plane was overflow­
ing, so the crates were transferred to 
the automobile cargo plane that is fer­
rying their bulletproof black Cadillac

salesman, at the Islamabad, Pakistan, 
hotel where her party stayed rolled 

out carpet after carpet, beseeching 
“your ladyship" to purchase a sample 

of his goods. Her ladyship did.
Not that she’s wanted for souve­

nirs. Her take has been so great that 
a State Department protocd “gift offi­
ce^ ‘ accompanying her just to han- 

dl ;
S<— j been draped in a half-dozen 

handmade shawls, presented with an­
tique Victorian armchairs by Paki­
stani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, 
and pbed with armloads of crafts and 

crates of souvenirs. First daughter 
Chelsea Clinton, who is traveling with 
her mother, accumulated enough

leaders have been lavishing Mrs. Clin-

J^tog wi.hiud. terns;

sas" and gold, silver and Wonze

her te.The trip has also given her new 
■ in fashion. Bhutto gave the first

-on paused n»menuriy.S«d«rJ b Sorth

upon whom you talk to. Some people Red Fort in Lahore, Pakistm.

have, I would imagine, very rude -- ---------------- -  “

nicknames for me."
On this trip, she has acquired at 

least one new one. A carpet wallah, or
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KATHMANDU, Nepal (Reu­
ters) — Hillary Rodham Clinton 
yesterday met the man she is 
named for — mountaineer Sir Ed­
mund Hillary, the conqueror of 

Mount Everest.
The wife of President Clinton, 

who is on a goodwill tour of South 
Asia, was greeted by Mr. Hillary, 
75, at Kathmandu’s THbhuvan In­
ternational Airport when she ar­
rived to take a plane out of Nepal 

after a three-day stay.
She flew to Dhaka for a three- 

day visit to Bangladesh.
Mrs. Clinton, 47, told reporters 

in Nepal that her mother, Dorothy 
Rodham, read an article about Mr. 
Hillary while she was pregnant

l Vtiii an t* ••• -• —__

that was before he climbed 
Everest. So when I was born, she 
called me Hillary and she always 
told me it was because of Sir Ed­
mund Hillary,” she said.

Mr. Hillary said it was “sheer 
coincidence" that their paths had 
happened to cross. The soft- 
spoken adventurer runs a Jounda- 

in the Himalayas and he had come 
to Nepal on a visit.

The New Zealander, who

bipartisan-sort of outing in the Chitwan National Forest in Nepal.

daughter, Chelsea, relaxed on a 
weekend safari in Nepal’s Royal

Chitwan game preserve.
The two rode an elephant on an 

excursion into jungle where rare 

Bengal tigers roam.
Once a royal tiger-hunting pre­

serve, Chitwan is now considered 

to be one of the finest game con­
servation areas in Asia.

..

Yt

IE

---------------•r.^______

_____  _________ AP
’ “She read an article in 1947 and F|fSt Hj||a Rodham Clinton and daughter Chelsea (waving) enjoy 
♦ Isa /'limnPn " . . .. • Mortal

climbed the world’s highest peak
in 1953, saying he had done so “be­
cause it was there,” noted that Mrs.
Clinton’s fame now exceeded his

own.
“In America before, if anybody

was always me, and now they say,
“Oh, you must be a ladyf he said.

Mrs. Clinton and her 15-yearold

• •-V1
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So he missed the sight of Mrs.
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Hillary Clinton Meets
Man Who Gave Her 2 L’s

CHIN*
BHUTAN /

MONDAY, APRIL 3, 1995

Dorothy Rodham 

named her
daughter after Sir 

Edmund Hillary.
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By TODDS. PURDUM

DHAKA. Bangladesh. April 2 - .
Hillary Rodham Clinton has prac-
deed law, raised a daughter and -NEPAL^
tried to change one-seventh of the 
American economy by reshaping
health care. But in the last 24 hours ,_-----------
she has ridden a bull elephant with •_ >««L s 
Secret Service radio escort, and met y
the man responsible for making her Pakistan 
a Hillary with two l’s. ; *• rQ

At an airstrip in Katmandu. Nepal Y o** NEpAL
— just after an overnight tiger safari >
and just before her departure for f i*0** Bangladesh »

1 this poverty-ridden pocket of South 
Asia - Mrs. Clinton shook hands EgS 0 ----------

with Sir Edmund Hillary, the New 
Zealander who conquered Mount Ev- Hillary Rodham Clinton met Si 

erest with Tenzing Norgay in 1953. Edmund Hillary in Katmandu. 
He was passing through town on his
way to visit schools and a hospital in

- the Himalayan highlands financed
by a foundation he heads.  

“To be honest with you, in Amer- from under a wide-brimmed straw 
lea. before if anybody recognized the hat as her elephant approached * 
name Hillary, it’s always been me.” riVer bank for a picture-taking ses- 
Sir Edmund. 75. told reporters just sion that had been negotiated with 
before greeting Mrs. Clinton. "And her reluctant staff in the plaintive 
now they say, ‘Oh, you must be a entreaties and blunt demurrers gen 
lady 1 ’" erally reserved for nuclear disarma

For her part, Mrs. Clinton con- - ment talks, 
fessed that her mother, Dorothy Informed that the reporters 
Rodham, had read an article about aboard their own fleet of rolling 
the intrepid Edmund Hillary, a one- trunks and giant toenails, had seer, 
time beekeeper who had taken to three mother-daughter pairs of ar 
mountain climbing, when she was mor-plated Asian rhinos, Mrs. Clin- 
pregnant with her daughter in 1947 ton quickly brought the topic around 

and liked the name. . to the business of her trip: encourag
"It had two l’s, which is how she ing the education of girls and worn 

thought she was supposed to spell en. 
Hillary.” Mrs. Clinton told reporters “Mothers and daughters?" she ex 
after the brief meeting on the tar- claimed. "Are they sending then 
mac, minutes before her Air Force gjris to school?"

In fact, it must be reported, Mrs 
 Clinton’s day off -sandwiched be

tween 12 overloaded days of visits t< 
schools, clinics and the leaders o 
five nations - induced in the captivt 
press corps traveling with her a de 
gree of sympathy rare for travelin; 

journalists.
So it was all the more puzzling tha 

her aides had ever resisted letting 
her be photographed In such a quint 
essential subcontinental setting 
Some suggested they were reluctar. 
to invite comparisons with Jacqut 

jet flew past the peak of Everest line Kennedy, the last America 
Itself. “So when I was bom, she First Lady to make a solo trip to thi 
called me Hillary, and she always region. She rode an elephant in Ja 
told me it’s because of Sir Edmund pur, India, 33 years ago last month 
Hillary " One ride of an hour and a half wa

Sir Edmund was to have joined enough for Mrs. Clinton, thoug 
Mrs. Clinton overnight at the Tiger Chelsea went out again this momin; 
Tops Jungle Lodge, a rustic hotel in Neither spied the big quarry, th 
the Royal Chitwan National Park endangered royal Bengal tiger, bi 
that has played host to guests from they did see rhinos, spotted deer ar. 
Queen Elizabeth II to Goldie Hawn, a peacock perched in a tree. 
But mechanical problems delayed The forest was also thick with wi: 
his plane from New Zealand and he hogs, whose cousin, the Arkanss 
barely made it in time for the airport Razorbacks. Impelled Mrs. Clinton 
handshake today. attempt at contact with the outsic

So he missed the sight of Mrs. world from the remote lodge: st 
Clinton and her 15-year-old daugh- brought a short-wave radio, hopir 
ter, Chelsea, ensconced In a padded to catch word of the game betwee 
howdah atop Shamsher Bahadur, a the University of Arkansas ar 
9-foot, 8^-inch elephant whose North Carolina, but couldn t find ar 
name means Brave Tiger, in a sun- broadcasts in English. In the end, tl 
set search for a tiger in the grass on White House communications sta 
Saturday. They were trailed by three traveling with the First Lac 
Secret Service agents — with sun- reached the President's entourage 
glasses, wrist walkie-talkies, ear- Little Rock and learned that Arka

WN4LATAS

"Fancy meeting you all here,’ 
Mrs. Clinton called out to reporters
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)n their visit to Nepal, Hillary and Chelsea Clinton and their guides 

□de atop a 9-foot, 8‘/4-inch elephant whose name means Brave Tiger.
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WHEN IN PAKISTAN • • •
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Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto walks with Hillary RO"" -n 
Clinton and Chelsea Clinton after the three. all wearing Pa 

..... 

dresses, attended a reeepdon yesterday In Lahore. Earlier, the firlt Ir 
spoke at a business school to urge a greater role for women. Story, A 1 1/2 



adds details of bhutto's meeting with clinton)

Pakistanis it is my honor to welcome y special place of honor in our
The name of Hillary Rodham women everywhere, both in the East
history. Mrs. Clinton is the symbol of all women ^eryw be
*"d the r???? ™tC£o£he?s ^BhGtto^aid in veiling Hrs.

of identity with him," Mrs.

L_£icial residence.

her Pakistani hosts she

t-£icial F®side?S®ial chnu thp first ladv drove to Islamabad’s Faisal Mosque 

xFEvef:fetS^s:n^

n.Hstani hosts she had studied Islamic religion at school.

Jnd tow's women, in an effort to implement her

lion of a well-plannea lamiiy, -aid she was especially
hSre^MiTSe partnership' and friendship between Pakistan

^^i^^^olhln^Lnt^n'r^undJ^Iisror^rte^nc:: ^uV'3’

?U£irz~d„i, is Pakistan’s de ^^0 prime minister, 
appreciate it is not true •• said Bhutto .

wom^si"?!^^ ^h^5?o=l£ E 3re

b^?onM^
says her husband,
the first lady, you can t..

"As a political spouse, I have a great sense

Clinton responded.

z.
t. Clinton said, "the work you 

- m extension of primary schooling, to the eradiction of polio is

great lawyers and still be great mothers,

Cli^rto said Islamabad is training thousands of female health workers to

sit villages <-----  -------
vxsion of a well-planned family. - --

pleased to be here — ----------
and the United States.

"There’s much more in keeping us
separate. I find so much keeps us i-
lives and it is a great privilege for me

Clinton said. Mrc
Praising Bhutto's emphasis on

are doing from <
being looked 
here'andbsee^opportunities? I wiS mriangeSof'

"^ro. what the prime

“ini^°L^LC^StTo £4°L?VSng professional Pakistani

(ED: complete writethru 
p- discusses U.S. policy with Hillary

I iNWAR IQBAL=

J^itto included calls for the 

“n^-c^:i:r:f3:hFe-^:snere^n?  ̂ihiT^it VPS. economic and

In^rto-briefed Hrs ^“^“^i^rdS^^h^u^ing 

^i°tnt^.«oS! ^H-SnuS^eJ^o^lace prior to a luncheon in 

honor of Mrs. Clinton. .. discriminatory Pressler law had caused
to ^Xttror^^a^nraS^i t1: ther She 0.3. should release the 

F-16s or return the *°ney''' S^Scitie^beiAg caried out in Kashmir by 
Indian^ecurity^forces^and^told ^“cKnton Kalhmiris must be given the right

tO P-t-w^cWo^ouSi^oaSuarnt:esbSd1L?F ^art“

Pat--i cft-an i«? it is mv honor to welcome y  n -in our



of the Koran with her and

Pakistani-style

black velvet dress with gold work on it.
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AM-Mrs Clinton-Asia, Bjt,820 
�. Clinton Discusses Women's Issues with Pakistan's Bhutto 

\ Photos ISL102, XISL103
oj NANCY BENAC= Associated Press Writer= 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) Meeting as one tough woman to another, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto pledged a mutual 
determination Sunday to help women improve their lot in life. 

one on one and in public, two of the world's best-known women displayed 
what appeared to be a genuine kinship as Mrs. Clinton began her 12-day tour of 
South Asia with a trip to the prime minister's sprawling white hillside 
residence. 

''I know that much remains to be done in every society, in both of our 
countries, to ensure that women assume their rightful place and are given the 
opportunities to exercise their rights, but I am very optimistic by what I see 
happening in the world,'' Mrs. Clinton said at a five-course luncheon for 
prominent women hosted by the prime minister. 

The Harvard-educated Mrs. Bhutto said her government is making ''a frontal 
assault on institutional discrimination against women in our society.'' 

Neither woman is without her share of critics, however, and Mrs. Bhutto 
wryly took note of that when she told Mrs. Clinton, ''women who take on tough 
issues and stake out new territory are often on the receiving end of 
ignorance. I can personally attest to that.'' 

She added: ''You are both tough and a great leader.'' 
The opulence of the prime minister's residence and the prominence of her 

women guests businesswomen, politicians, judges and doctors among them stood 
in stark contrast to the place of most impoverished Pakistani women. 

Bhutto's critics say her government has failed to live up to her lofty 
rds and that there has been no significant progress in improving the 
�uation of women in this male-dominated society. Many Pakistanis also are

h�sappointed in her failure to revive a stagnant economy and contain violence 
and corruption. 

''Mrs. Bhutto has been an incompetent leader and her government is having 
a negative effort on most Pakistanis, especially women,'' said Abida Hussein, 
an opposition leader who was not among those included in the prime minister's 
luncheon. 

Setting such criticism aside, the first lady and Mrs. Bhutto sought to 
emphasize the positive, including Pakistan's efforts to reserve government 
jobs for women, establish a women's development bank, set up special women's 
police stations and train women health-care workers. 

Meeting with Mrs. Clinton privately before the luncheon, Mrs. Bhutto 
previewed the broader agenda she will bring to Washington when she meets with 
President Clinton next month, restating Pakistan's longstanding refusal to 
sign the Nucl�ar Non-Proliferation Treaty, aides said. 

Publicly, the two kept their focus on the needs of women and children. 
Renewing a theme she has voiced often in recent days, Mrs. Clinton argued 

that by investing in women and girls, ''We invest in men, we invest in the 
future, we invest in our society.•• 

The magnitude of the challenge facing women differs sharply between the 
United States and Pakistan. Where women in the United States want more 
opportunities for advancement in the work world, many Pakistani women lack 
access to basic health care, education and family planning and are allowed 
only limited participation in society. 

Since most Pakistani girls marry in their teens and bear an average ot 
-\x children families often put low priority on seeing that that girls are 

�cated, focusing instead on preparing them for housework. Only about 25 
1-rcent are literate.

The first lady and her daughter, Chelsea, also paid a visit Sunday to the
Faisal Mosque, an airy and looming white structure built in the 1970s to 
showcase Pakistan's Islamic identity. 

The first lady's visit was meant to send a political statement as well as 
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Hillary Clinton meets with Pakistani leader 
By -tfWAR IQBAL= 

i JLAMABAD, March 26 (UPI) Visiting U.S. first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
ar,_ Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto on Sunday expressed their hopes 
that women will be able to find a more prominent role in society. 

Mrs. Clinton is in Pakistan on the first leg of her 10-day tour of five 
South Asian nations. 

''When you invest in women and girls, you are investing in society,'' the 
U.S. first lady said in response to Bhutto's welcoming remarks at a reception 
at the prime minister's official residence. 

Bhutto echoed Mrs. Clinton's sentiments, saying Islamabad has opened 
''(all-women) banks, police stations run by women and is encouraging women to 
come forward in non-conventional sectors.'' 

The two also spoke of their dreams for a world where women and children 
enjoy a better life. 

''When I spoke at the world population summit in Cairo (last year), I 
spoke of a society where every pregnancy is planned and every child is 
nurtured, loved and supported,'' said Bhutto. 

Bhutto said Islamabad is training thousands of female health workers to 
visit villages and towns to educate rural women, in an effort to implement her 
vision of a well-planned family. 

When ''we invest in our children, we are saying our future is worth 
while,•• Mrs. Clinton added. She emphasized the need for the creation of 
a society ''blessed with full range of opportunities.•• 

The two also traded compliments. Bhutto told Mrs. Clinton Pakistan is 
utterly fascinated by your heroic efforts to redefine the role of women in the 
United States;'' the U.S. first lady responded by calling the Pakistani 
l' 'er•s role in politics '•a beacon for all of us ..... 

, uring their brief remarks, Bhutto and Mrs. Clinton discussed the
d��ficulties women face in society. Bhutto spoke of a double standard, 
quoting former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher: .... When a women is 
tough, she is strident while when a man is touch, he is a great leader.'' 

Bhutto drew chuckles when she told Mrs. Clinton that the Pakistani press 
says her husband, Asif Zardari, is Pakistan's de facto prime minister . .... As 
the first lady, you can appreciate it is not true,•• said Bhutto • 

.... As a political spouse, I have a great sense of identity with him,•• Mrs. 
Clinton responded. 

•••• filed by:UPI-(--) on 03/26/95 at 09:37EST •••• 
**** printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 03/27/95 at 08:3SEST ****
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The Firsi Daiigh��r � 
Passage Through India 

By Molly Moore 
w...._. .. ,-,...,.Snw:e 

AGRA, India, March 30 

C 
belsu Clinton at the Taj
Mahal: 

"When I was little, this 
was sort of the embodiment of 
the fairy-tale palace for me. I 
would see pictures of it and 
would dream I was a princess or 
whatever. Now that I'm here, 
it's spectacular." 

Chel"a·s fai ry tale today 

quickly and briefly exploded into 
her mom's press secretMy's big­
gest nightmare. 

The press-horrors-wanted 
to quou the first daughter's re­
action to one of the world's best· 
known landmarks. No, absolutely 
not, decla red the protective 
press secretary, Lisa Caputo. 
Chelsea doesn't give interviews, 
doesn' t answer questions and 
isn't quoted in the press. Even-

s.. CHELSEA. D2, CoL 4 

FlmAY, Milot 31
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Chelsea 

In India 
CBELSBA, Pl'OII Dl 
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As a result, the local preaa in New poared intimidated by the crush of 
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is having IOmething cl a c:omi'8'Qll will be married otf at a young a,e to pearances at local American IChools-
party on a 12-day sweep aama the bc,js they have never met and who optina instad foe the same tours. in-
subcontinent with her mother. She face iva cl drudgery and milery. , terviews and apeemes that tbe first la-
stands attentively and confidently at . . Throughout Pakistan and India, dy is making. 
the fint lady's aide at abnolt ,,,_,.,,. yaing women have related entbusiasti- She uauaJly participates in eeparate 
event. 
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aa � a� as�. Friend.1 atudenL 1 like hi1tory and ad- each other and eeem to ,awineJy en··:·. 
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South Asia's problems 
overwhelm the senses 
But �- �linton likely to be shielded 
By Ben Barber 
1lE MSHIHGTON TIMt:S 

I 
t is unlikely that Hillary Clin­
ton on her March 24-April 6

trip will pierce the veil of re­
ligion, poverty and culture 

that keeps close to a billion South 
Asian women and children in pov­
erty. 

Despite attempts in Pakistan 
and India to shield Mrs. Ointon 
from the stench of poverty, most 
Westerners need but the drive 
from the airport into town to notice 
that people have torn .and filthy 
clothing, children lack shoes or 
suffer from untended illness and 
emaciated cows graze on weeds. 

.And when a woman from th e 
prosperous kingdom of Thailand 
first visited Nepal a few years ago, 
within half an hour she turned to 
me and said: "What kind of a king 
do these people have? Doesn't he 
know how they live?,. 

A few months later an uprising 
restored democracy and left the 
king a constitutionally iimited
monarch. . : . , 

After nearly three decades of 
visits to Pakistan� India, Nepal. 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka-many 
of them u a reporter for U.S. 
newspapers - I have seen pic­
tures or human

. 
misery that sur­

_pa.ss imagination: mutilated beg­
gar children exposing their 
deformities for the profit of what 
is basically a beggar-pimp; ope.n 
fields where the entire -village 
goes to defecate each morning; 

, and young children turning lathes 
in the carpenter shop or scrubbing 
pots with black mud by the public 
tap. 

There are bright IJ)Ots in the 
picture. In Bangladesh,• Dhaka 
reponer told me or a meeting 

where an old, poor woman had 
stood up to criticize the agricul­
ture minister and demand im· 
proved services. 

"I had never seen a woman or 
her caste speak to the authorities 
like that," recalled the Ban• 
gladeshi reporter. "Something had 
given her the courage and 
strength to do it." 

He round she belonged to a 
group linked to the Bangladesh 
Rural Advancement Committee 
(BRAC), which had organized 
40,000 villagers back in the middle 
1980s. 

BRAC worked with the poorest 
of the poor, landless laborers, and 
offered free literacy classes. They 
helped villagers form groups that 
paid for one member to be trained 
as a medic, another as a farmer 
and a third as a weaver. When the 
medic returned, he or she treated 
the group for free and charged the 
rest of the village, using the pro­
ceeds for medicine. 

Landowners who lost their 
.90W"Ce er cheap Ubor aslbe �up 
found they could rent 1and and 
arow their own crops, attacked the 
members as communists .and 
drove them from their mosque. 
Among their supposed offenses 
was giving women an equal voice. 

In Peshawar, Pakistan. where 
the women wear black burkas cov­
ering them from bead to. toe, I 
asked students at the university 
what they-presumably the more 
educated elements in IOciety -
thought about women's riabts. 

They bad little sympathy for 
their sis�rs. At age 8 the girls are 
pulled out or school and there.after 
remain inside the family com­
pound. "They are like a d0tr," said 
one student "They look out the 
window and that ia all they can do." 



t- FRIDAY, MARCH 31. 1995WASHINGTON EDITION / LOS ANGELES TIMES

Enjoying India\
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and 15-year-old Chelsea
Clinton pose for photos before visiting the Mahal. Mrs. 
Clinton, who Is to fly to Nepal today, also visited the 
Self-Employed Women’s Assn. In Ahmadabad. where she 
spoke with trade union members.
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matters, and praised the group's ef­
forts to give women “a better life

AHMADABAD. India, March 31 
(AP) — In a sweltering tent, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton spoke today with 
vegetable vendors, embroidery 
workers and other poor women who 
said they were no longer afraid to 
organize for better treatment in In­
dia’s marketplace and society.

Mrs. Clinton’s visit to the Self- 
Employed Women’s Association 
could well be the defining moment of 
her 12-day tour of South Asia, a trip 
centered on promoting better health, 
education and opportunity for wom­
en and girls throughout the world. 

“I will never forget what I have

From a modest beginning, the as­
sociation has grown into the coun­
try's leading women's organization. 
It set up a bank that offers credit to 
women who otherwise could not get 
loans, organizes cooperatives to 
build up business and create jobs, 
offers skills training and health in­
surance and provides legal aid.

Mrs. Clinton, who first met Mrs. 
Bhatt at the White House last year, 
said the United States could learn 
from the association's example on 
expanding access to credit and other

seen and heard and learned here 
today," Mrs. Clinton told a group of 
200 women. “1 know how this kind of 
solidarity and effort can change 

lives."
S.E.W.A. is a union of 143,000 wom­

en formed in 1972 to help those in the 
largely invisible "informal” econ­
omy of agricultural workers, ven­
dors and other self-employed wom­
en. It was organized by 62-year-old 
Ela Bhatt, a follower of Mohandas K. 
Gandhi who wanted to ensure better 
treatment for the often oppressed, 
illiterate women who struggle to pro­
vide for their families.

Hillary Clinton Talks to Poor Working Women’s Group in India
WlEarlier today, Mrs. Clinton laid a 

wreath at a monument to Gandhi 
and toured the Ahmadabad retreat 
where he lived from 1918 to 1930. She
also toured the Taj Mahal with her 
15 year-old daughter Chelsea. The 
17th-century tomb was built by the 
Mogul Emperor Shah Jahan in 
memory of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal 
who died giving birth to their 14th 

child.
On Friday Mrs. Clinton is sched 

uled to fly to Nepal She has alreadj 
visited Pakistan and is to visit Ban 

gladesh and Sri Lanka.
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Babes in anns 
On the second leg of her 12-day goodwill tour of South Asia, H!na,y Rodham Clinton and her daughter, 
Chelsea, tour Mother Teresa's orphanage In New Delhi, India, where they eager1y cradled and rocked two 
babies In pink dresses. Sister Prlscffla (right) was their guide yesterday as Mother Teresa was In Vietnam. 
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HIilary Rodham Clinton end dlu&M•r Cheltea meet chlldren and chat with 
one of the nuns at an orpflanaC• n,n by Mottler Ter..._ 

A Tour of Newer Delhi 
Clean Teams Precede Ointons' Motorcade 

By Molly Moore 
.,....,.._,_....,Srnial 

DELHI, March 28-Ye.,terday, 
anonymous visi tors walked a dusty, 
garbage-strewn lane to reach Moth­
er Teresa's orphanage in the heart 
ol Old Delhi. 

Today, first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clintoo strolled down a newly paved 
road to visit the same orphanage. 

CallittheSanitiziQJofSou� 
Asia. Wherever tbe first lady goes. 
the �ts ol IOIDe ol the 
poorest nations in the. wood are a
few hours ahead-paYiag roads, 
camooflaging prbqe cbnps, dear-

.. . iq urban stnets ol COWi and shov-
eling sewage aod dune-

·-
I Members ol Mrs. Ciotoo'a ad­

nnce party and U.S. embassy staffs 

have been marveling at the new, 
improved Pakistan and India that 
have emerged in the few days be­
tween their scouting tours and the 
arrival ol the first lady and da ughter 
Chelsea on their five-nation tour. 

When the Cl inton motorcade 
whi sked through the Pakistani 
countryside yesterday, a long fence 
of brightly colored fabric shielded it 
from a sprawling, smoldering gar­
bage dump where children oombed 
through trash and severa l poor fam. 
ilies bad bw1t buts from scraps ol 
cardboard, rags and plastic. 

At Burki, a middJe-dass village 
outside the eastern city ol Labore 
wheie Mrs.· Clintoo 'Visitech school-· 
'and beaJtb clinic. workers dug out 

See INDIA. 81, <'AIL I 
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being shown to the first lady and 

Chebea.

intersections where are, buses, rick 

shaws and pedestrians were backed 

up as far as the eye could see.
“The Clintons don’t like it, but it’s 

part of the protocol," said one mem­
ber of the first lady’s travel team.

Meanwhile, back at Mother Tere­
sa’s Delhi orphanage, babies who nor­
mally wear nothing but thin cotton di­
apers that do little but promote 
rashes and exacerbate the reek of 
urine had been outfitted for the morn­
ing in American Pampers and newly 
stitched floral pinafores.

Even the U.S. Embassy in New Del-

Burki, whose entire population 

would normally turn out to greet any 
foreigner who arrived for a look 

around, was eerily quiet during the 

Clinton visit Residents of the town’s 

mud houses had been pushed out of 

sight by a battalion of security forces. 
While a group of students and teach­
ers met with the first lady in the vil­

lage square, most residents were con-

•£4

road they’d been requesting for de­

cades.
Security concerns in this region, 

where assassinations, shootings and 
bombings are all too commonplace, 
have also contributed to the distorted 

and sanitized version of South Asia

1rtWSj/-.

ASSOCUTWMtS

First lady HSSary Rodham Ctoton meats Indian President Shankar Dayai
Sharma In Ms official rasManca In Naw Delhi.

I

a mural artist from overseas to redeco­
rate the dining room of the embassy 
residence in time for a luncheon she 
hosted for Mrs. Clinton today. The art­
ist was still putting the finishing touch­
es on the walls at midnight. 

The staff at the Maurya Sheraton 
Hotel in New Delhi, where the first 
lady and her entourage are bunking 
for the next three days, filled its vases 

with sprays of yellow blossoms in the 
belief that yellow is the first lady’s fa­
vorite color. Alas, Mrs. Clinton re­

vealed in an exclusive scoop to school- 
„ , children on Sunday that her favorite 

fined to distant rooftops or corralled fact

behind police lines. ( For Lady, however, nothing
When a Pakistani government offi- has matched the spectacle created by 

dal was asked about the absence of Pakistani government officials at a

villagers, she repbed that most were farewell dinner staged at the 12th-
“napping.” Few residents of any rural century Lahore fort on Sunday night. 

South Asian village would be aught in a medieval fairyland created by 

napping at the same time the Ameri- her hosts, the grounds of the red
can president’s wife was rolling into sandstone and white marble Mogul
town in a Wack bulletproof Cadillac fort were aglow with the flickering of
flown in from the United States. thousands of tiny oil lamps and the air

The Clintons also missed the ad- was perfumed by an altar blanketed
venture of driving one of Old Delhi’s with red rose petals. Clad in a red silk

busiest stretches of road, where hun- shalwar kamgu—the long tunic and
dreds of pedestrians and are vie with pantaloons that are the native dress
cows, rickshaws, ox carts and trucks of Pakistani women—the first lady
for space in a chaotic tangle of traffic reviewed dancing camels, dancing
that can best be compared to a scene horses and dancing tribesmen in a

from a Mad Max movie. Today the setting that would have rivaled the
street was deserted except for the most lavish celebrations of its former
Clinton motorade, which raced past royal occupants.

first lady might take a hike into the 

acenic Margalla Hills overlooking the 
capital of Islamabad, rushed out and 

paved a 10-mile stretch of road to a 

village in the hills. She never took the 

hike (the Secret Service vetoed the 

proposal), but villagers got a paved

INDIA. From Bl_________

open sewers that had been clogged 

with smelly sludge and swept away 
the ubiquitous heaps of rubbish and 

cow dung that are part of every vil­

lage landsape.
’ “This is probably the cleanest vil­

lage in Pakistan,” one Pakistani news­
paper reporter said sarcastically while 

poking the wet mortar of a newly con­

structed brick walk
In another instance, Pakistani offi­

cials, having heard rumors that the
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Up close to Third World
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By John Gaps III. AP 

IN NEW DELHI, INDIA: Chelsea Clinton cuddles or­
phaned toddlers Tuesday as she tours the Mother Tere­
sa Orphanage with her mother, Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
The two are on a tour of south Asia.
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Hillary Rodham Clinton and her daughter Chelsea hold infants during a visit to Mother Tetesa’s 
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Amy E. Schwartz

Taking
Feminism
Abroad
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The writer is a member of the 
editorial page staff.
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The first lady took a surprising 
amount of flak—at least, it read like 
flak—for focusing her South Asian trav­
els on such traditional first-lady causes 
as the welfare of children and women. 
Reporters drew contrasts between this 
and her previous two years of hard-core 
policy work, their prose turning sugary 
as the first lady toured women’s devel­
opment banks and urged schooling for 
girls and women, photo-opping her way 
into places the cameras rarely go.

Mrs. Clinton was offered this chal­
lenge in concrete form in Pakistan when 
a reporter asked her why she had ig­
nored a chance to complain about human 
rights abuses. “1 think by talking about 
girls and women, you’re talking about 
human rights,” she answered mildly, 
adding that “we have to emphasize as 
much as possible” that what happens to 
girls is a human rights issue, too.

It was a useful close-up on the usually 
unspoken double bind that grips women 
in high places—even now, when there 
are many. Not working explicitly on 
women’s issues when you’ve attained 
some influence can seem strange and 
selfish to some, a refusal to share the 
wealth provided to this generation by 
previous struggles. Working on such 
issues, though, runs the opposite dan­
ger: The activity is taken by the wider 
world as a retreat from the main arena, 
a backing off into old-fashioned lady 
missionary work and away from the high 
seriousness of the truly “political.”

The dichotomy is fake, of course, and 
it helps obscure a gigantic opportunity 
for useful action—by first ladies and by 
feminists in general. Some of Mrs. Clin­
ton's critics, though justified in pointing 
to specific human rights abuses the first 
lady skipped, may be missing the degree 
to which the issues drawing vohtile 
political dissent these days are, in fact, 
issues surrounding the role of women, 
especially in countries where fights are 
brewing between secular and fundamen­
talist ideas of governance.

In Bangladesh, the most famous polit­
ical dissident of the moment remains the 
exiled Taslima Nasreen, threatened un­
officially with death and offidaUy with 
indictment for strong-minded assertions 
about feminism, Islam and women’s 
health. Women’s rights and women’s 
dress are headline issues in politics from 
Afghanistan to Algeria, where women 
have been shot for refusing to veil their 
faces. In Algeria, women rank high 
among the casualties of what from afar 
is sometimes seen as a mere "culture 
war.”

1

L

I

You’d think that mainstream feminist 
groups in the United States these days 
would be throwing themselves into 
these struggles as intrinsic to their own 
feminism, that the networks and funding 
sources and political acumen developed 
over a generation of successful activism 
would be flowing to the service of belea­
guered women in Algeria and else­
where. And yet despite thriving pockets 
of activism here and there, much aided 
by the administration’s own demonstrat­
ed interest in the issues in international 
slugfests like the Cairo conference, 
these causes remain a subculture of 
American feminism rather than a major 
thrust.

Women known for their international 
human rights activism as well as for 
feminist writings—a prominent example 
is the Canadian novebst Margaret At­
wood—are frequently those who have 
had fallings-out with organized feminism 
at some early stage. In other cases, such 
as the difficult work that’s being done to 
combat female genital mutilation, the 
women’s groups interested in such work 
run into a competing variety of academ­
ic feminism that insists on the claims of 
cultural relativism and the need to “re­
spect” the manifestations of a non- 
Westem culture even if, like genital 
mutilation, they are violent and sicken­
ing.

This intellectual reluctance is a less 
important factor, probably, than the sim­
ple press of other priorities. A scan of 
the speakers at the Mall rally for wom­
en’s fives last weekend, where interna­
tional issues were hardly mentioned, 
suggests that feminism in the age of 
Gingrich has all it can do just to resist 
erosion of women’s status here in Amer­
ica. But this too is an illusory contradic­
tion. The incentive for mainstream 
American feminist groups to plunge into 
urgent international cases like Algeria is 
not just magnanimity but plain organiza­
tional self-interest. In the years after the 
first successes of the civil rights move­
ment, to take the obvious parallel, Afri­
can American groups of every type flung 
themselves into the struggle against 
apartheid in South Africa. Campaigns for 
divestiture and pressure on U.S. policy 
came from organizations at every level, 
on college campuses, in grass-roots or­
ganizations and right up the ladder to 
the Congressional Black Caucus. That 
work, besides its dramatic long-term 
effects on the world, left a thriving and 
much matured organization now 
poised—as William Raspberry recently 
observed—to use its moral clout against 
outlaw regimes elsewhere in Africa.

Rather than devour itself in ideologi­
cal arguments and increasingly complex 
line-drawing, rather than let the aca­
demic study of women’s issues descend 
into hypertheoretical weirdness and Bal­
kanization, rather than insist that the 

progress made so far is illusory, feminist 
organizations that have gained influence 
could spark the growth of that influence 
immeasurably further by turning it out­
ward. What the first lady’s travels sug­
gest, if anyone listens, is that even 
state-of-the-art feminism need not stop 
at the shore. In recabing the point, she 
may have done feminists a favor.
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biliary Clinton’s Trip: Women’s Voice
............. Rnrki out-

priate for women in their own lives, sUni pajama-style pants suit, she
you."

------&UC1ILC, ■------------------------

speech, quoting the poem by Ana- her Wellesley classmate such a wardrobe back home, in place
ney that

enced mother, never blanching whenities of sisterhood.

*

dWra

out or

only at the price of widowhood or would be the envy of most mothers, 
parental assassination. "Educating girls is not something

•• ‘And yet, there must be freedom, if

families resist in-laws' demands for Vor^n w^M
a higher dowry and where sexual educating gins

wto >»s» m“Ks;

« her h.s .ppea^l PoU> r^er -

and I rewrote large parts or it so uu. “^slern countries is now poised to 
XSed^ie feelKsnthat aUof us th= devetoping

u

■es her love, as most do, gener- 
it is accepted. When a woman 

3 her thoughts, as some women 
aciously, it is allowed.

A schoolgirl in 
India looks at the 

plight of women.

^Wby the colleges principal, wi. 
-akshi Gopinath, at a women’s 

,Raeev

on Tuesday. “And so 1 wasthinking

and I rTwro’telarge parts of it so that

3
c
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plause.
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whe*lm^d~by it,” Mrs. Clinton said
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here in the world's largest democra­
cy, where the birth of a daughter can 
still be an occasion for dread, where 
brides are beaten or burned if their

in the balcony who exploded in ap- version of the

A.I“ “irXh.m.F«udj.mm-

that they had discussed how to im- 

economic development
In her speech today she said that 

the first installment in a new ten- 
-------international aid program for

„ ___ _________________ that is seen as something to put in
- some policy problems like nuclear banner headlines," she told a group
l proliferation that have long bedev- at Islamabad College for Girto in

iled United States relations with In- Pakistan, but "it is something that 
dia and Pakistan, focusing instead change a country if it is done.

countries speak^the same1 language S goodwill visit ^‘tae Mogul fort at Lahore that she
-of silence, Mrs. Clmton said m a nM££ Asjan countries. a jour- was thinking of experimenting with
speech, quoting the poem by Ana- to f Welles|ey classmate such a wardrobe back home, in place

suya Sengupta, a semor « t** Martha Teichner, who is covering of the much-remarked past changes
Sri Ram College here. My gran _ for CBS News described her hairstyle.
mother was always silent, iocu]ar)yontheairasa'‘chicktrip.” ln Mother Teresa’s Missionaries
aggrieved, only her husband had the jocy jd(Jiness of a Soronty of charity orphanage in New Delhi, 
cosmic right (or so it was said) to ie »jth sober feei of a she cuddied and cooed at months-old

speak and be h«rd- ,.. Eraduate seminar on the responsibil- babies with the ease of an experi-
" ’They say it ,s ddfere"‘ J10*’, fties o{ sisterhood. t enced mother, never blanching when

Mrs. Clinton read on, her voice “raveling with her entourage of one liuie girl tugged at the large 
catching just a bit at the end of h almost aH of whom arc g^.^.peari eagle pinned on her

speech at the Rajiv' women the Ftrst Lady has sought to ]apel If she misses a sight or misre-
tion,a research institutehere  ̂ straddie the dichotomies of a region meters a story, her 15-year-old

eener- where most women remain subju- daughter Chelsea is there to=t it

By TODD S. PURDUM

NEW DELHI, March 29 — Half­
way around the world from the bat­
tles that haunt her, an outspoken 
American woman found a new voice 
today in the words of an Indian 
schoolgirl, who composed a poem 
called "Silence" and sent it to Hilla­
ry Rodham Clinton with the hand­
written exhortation: “More power to 

you."
" 'Too many women in too many
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and women in the larger world.” joked to reporters after a moonlight 
Silent is one thing Mrs. Clinton has official dinner in the red stone ruins

d^^Whe^a woman fightator power,

aS!l?W?rnenW0VW1Se’t"Mreetainr- some policy problems like nuclear

" They say it is different now,' 
Mrs. Clinton read on, her voice

=MiE--sr^

eated, arid where others have be- correct her with exquisite
come pioneers in high political office p^e and an air of friendship that

westem-bom Methodist, awoke at

sounding over the loudspeaker of a 
----------- and shared with schoolgirls

middle-class village of Burlci, out­
side Lahore in eastern Pakistan, 
Mrs. Clinton replied, "At my age, 1 

don’t think I have anyone anymore. 
Asked by another girl if she had any 
nicknames, the First Lady replied 
dryly: "Some people have, I would 
imagine, quite rude nicknames for 

me.”
Radiant in a billowy red silk shal- 

war kameez, the traditional Paki-

joked to reporters after a moonlight
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Associated Press

Hillary Rodham Clinton and daughter Chelsea

hagen and a women's conference at the

and other countries of the subconU-
Sded reserving 10% of the jobs in the stan and other countries m uic 

nent would concur, equal treatment for

"Boys are looked at as breadwinners, but

t EiSSSg E=SS==S 

countries she will visit—Pakistan, Bang- be Clinton plans to view a broad
ladesh and Sri Lanka—are headed by —enJ 1 • P fforts including a

across the subcontinent—a 12-day voyage ladesh and Sn Lanka-are neaaea efforts ^^ng a
that wiH focus on the status of women and women, all o! whom are the d g women's schooHn Islamabad, an orphanage

run
region—Mrs. Clinton met wiui suu.c v* — r-—-- - women’s trade union in anmc^wu,
female movers and shakers in Pakistam give the.that India's textUe capiul. and a Unk in Bang-

And for the first time, she made the and is an unabasnea has really
acquaintance of the Harvard-educated the grass-roots level i
Bhutto who to laughter from the guests, changed. The condition of wom®n “J" 
said she was honored to greet a "daughter of same, whether there is a man or a woman at

Mrs. Clinton also will be seeking to demon-

Yale."
Obviously sensing a kindred spirit in theObviously sensing a Kinarea spun. *>> «« u. r -- woman has ter, Chelsea, the First caoy spent

Yale Law School alumna, the prime minis- read and WTlle-and  i^India 39%of utes after lunch touring Islamabad s white

"e .rip eenseDda.e, Mrs_ deser. tent, rises mo,, than <eel ,n the
stake out new territory are often on the
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police stations and plans to train 100,000

But many women's activists say Bhutto

r- v

KB Bi 
BB Bl

with Benazir Bhutto and he- children at the prime minister's residence after lunch.

Mrs Clinton Finds Kindred Spirit in Bhutto

■ Asia: The two, alumnae of Yale 
and Harvard, share views on role 
of women and the hazards of 

political prominence.

then to girls.” said Noor Jehan P^";016 

” Mrs.^Chnton’s' visit is the first to the

w J

i i

•■I love all the light It's so beautiful, the 
natural light and the chandeliers, Mrs. 

Clinton said.

By JOHN-THOR DAHLBURG

TIMES ST ATT WRITER

'■sS' -gaps

Ml

by Mother Teresa’s nuns in New Delhi, 
women s trade union in Ahmedabad, 

ladesh thatle’nds'money to village women.
In Pakistan, Administration officials said 

Mrs. Clinton also will be seeking to demon­
strate respect for Islam and make it clear 
that Americans do not equate the Muslim 

faith with extremism or terrorism.
Accompanied by her 15-year-old daugh­

ter. Chelsea, the First Lady spent 35 min-

09

 assault on the institutional ^rimmaUon mvest uMh.n paki.

^mb™ S' -m  ̂ “ «’>' "“U“r ““

T SLAMABAD. PakisUn-The venue Sun- police sUtions and plans; to train 100,000 rule. $ breadwinners, but

JLday was Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto s female health care workers. aren.t Education spending on the
sprawling hilltop mansion, the guest of But many womens activists say Bnutio g everything first goes to boys, and 
honor Fifst Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, has done little s*"ce her election m girls.^saTd Noor Jehan Panezai, tb»

the topic the position of women m the world. October, 1993 to better ihelot.of mro first wo^an elected to Pakistan's Senate
"I know that much remains to be done in female citizens of a maJ?'da?™y!„fiitional-  ‘ 

everv society in both of our countries, to try where the strams of Islamic traditional- 
evci/ J ____ _________ fmlftaliciYi run deeo.

region by a President’s wife since Jacque­
line Kennedy came to Pakistan and India in 

1962.

social justice after decades of military) rule, 
Bhutto, 41, now faces a strident political 

opposition and criUcism from some sup­
porters that she has failed to check vio-

La

£1“'^S“t Wkriuuls who »«: f X?r.S'he3K

scrawling hilltop mansion, the guest of But many women’s acUvists say Bhutto 

honor Flnt Lady Hillary Rodharn CUnton. has done liiae

everv society, in both of our countries, to try where the strams of Islamic traditional-

ensure that women assume their rightful ism and feudalism run deep.

*cr^rri&^ Tt»• s as
ic (about] what I see happening in the 
world," Mrs. Clinton said at the luncheon.

On the first full day of her five-nation trip

a*’' •*

rTr^ 

^Bariier*this month, the First Lady 

appeared at a poverty summit in CoP®p’ 
. * i ___—AAnforonrh at tnf*

thehelm." ; „
In Pakistan, only 20 women in 100 can

rV
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society: politicians, doctors, entrepreneurs 

and judges.
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Once the darling of Pakistanis who saw 
her as the best hope for democracy and
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"Having a female prime minister may

made here." said Mehnaz Raffi, who chairs 
Pakisun’s Women's Rights Commission
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cial progress, especially for^women uttcrty fascinated by

Smplex if slightly fess wnt™*^ the office of First U

than some others she has taken om bH and sensi
and consistent with her interests l de„hip on the key social issu> 

over the last 25 .. . modem era. Women who tak
After praising the uphill efforts of sUke new lt
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A Clinton and a Bhutto

an aienda is the stuff of Ms. Bhutto’s 
5Sdme.Uns.ia Mr Okm 

in Washington next montn. ine
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where the average woman bears si 
children and is restricted w the rol 

(WdlK^/egTadded “a

The New York I line 

Islamabad was the first stop or 

Hillary Rodham Clmton s visit.

r,” Ms.

Bhutto said, reternng

Islamabad [
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By TODD S. PURDUM

•nd ..<«*«> •• • “™VpT“JS

S ^ .mnsuU

I wom« one: rrlme Minister 
I zir Bhutto, who greeted the First 
I Lady at a luncheon for prominent 
I women with a sisterly joke on the

I ^‘TheF^t Lady does not knowr It.

I -but according to newspapers iri Pa-
I kistan. Mr. Asif Zardari is de facto 
I prime minister of the country. Ms-

I Bhutto said, referringJ?-,e

■ band, who is often painted as a smis
I ter Areat behind the throne and who 
I had met Mrs. Clinton’s plane: on her

H her 12-day, five-nation official visit
| to South Asia was a study in tM 

« sobU.n>l.orSIKm«..^LP0.±

^I^S.lSpim'S^nhe.r.pIrn.
1 last year, she is re-introducing her 

self as a First Lady not only of the

toto a'regtoMW^th toe geopoliti- • ^f^d health of 

m?roo of nuclear proliferation, fi- saying that toe future i?worth*hb 
» .M mM bum.

■> m^. Clinton’s aides said most of cod -given potential, Mrs

tSi

p
i£

today to

Lady at a 1

ST ■

founds with her daughter, CTels

^’Xs’pMd'SX

again to assure to Islam by visiting

distance and Chelsea, who is 
spring vacation from school wh 
she has been studying Islam iri. 
grade history class, asked well

H

Share a Joke in Pakistan
-<■ . ; C

< 'U . ■ 
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word of thanks for your emphasis o 

children.’’
••It is an emphasis that is the mo 

impoumi. M »»

I

Bta

aid and human righto 

abuses.
Reuun

£

clear weapons, the possibility of - — _ family beginning tn 
which has been WoTwhere Secret Service age

American-Pakistani relations and - - .— -
has led to a Congressional ban on

.ndl^
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

and Chelsea, who is
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looks from others seated at the ta-

TstZ oTnTw <«*w dy for the past year to make a trip
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often on the receiving end of t0 India to examine women s is

In a region

mon: Both are under extreme

^er staff said repeatedly today ijtjUrfJ
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~ the edge of the capital city, the 

tour guide with detailed questions
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primarily on national security and

House officials also hope 

 through Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka

xn assuming puonc roies. neighbor ana longuurc • -
Bhutto skipped references to ^istan. To those two stops, Nepal, 
 — _ . - •
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regional embassy officials, the 

Clinton journey across the subcon-

 

First Lady Begins Tour 
Of South Asian Region 
Trip Highlights Women's, Children's Issues

Friends School
As for the first lady s home­

work, Hillary Clinton stayed up

^^yearsfotheWe

House.  , l—,„j k„ Rh.tttn Clinton said she
=^’h^^e ofits weakest na- hoped her trip to raxistan t™ Bhutt0 skippea reierenc^u, 10 tnose two
S^^i^business and social -reaffirm the partnership and Bhutto and Cta- Bangladesh and Sn

jonai secuiny, ____ our two COun- . have in com-

i^r

===«■=

tht^bir thr 

1Sang ESSS
HfSSS BSSSS ‘^tbepr^re^U.S. 

t^Ub*.**?**

“^bticians, artists and leaders

Io.’
That may prove difficult on a

ri^oct

E

was sanuwicnea ucuw^*> e^ge oi me capiuu
and her mother, Nusrat Bhutto. 0^,^ daughter peppered the 

ES’SH g-JSSS

3Bw: SSB
l°Ttat may proue difficult <» • declare its old dly a terrorist N^at Bhutfo worK Hu|ary vml,„„

Bhutto, who will visit the United t*gan devuonnga sabd mt0 parts ofBhutto’i 

States next month, has recently ^de a show of autobiography, “Daughter of Des
said she would welcome U.S. ef- »’ J^lenu during Clinton’s tiny," before meeting the prune 

^Unembarrassed master this mommg.

«

^^r^byMetb.,  ̂ dh.

rf domestic political agendas, the 

irst lady is studiously attempting 

o avoid any potential controver-

if, v
I

hat she does not plan to initiate 

liscussions involving the sensitive 

ssues of nuclear proliferation or 
mman limits. In interviews prior

doo where the Uoited

stan’s nuclear program and Wash­

military and most social aid to a

d* 3S Commented primarily on the aftermath of the shooting two

American consulate employees 

were killed and a third injured.

Third World nations. There are 
few parts of the world that can 
match South Asia for the perva­
siveness of social discrimination 

— ranging from fe-

bride burnings to the practice in 
Islamic Pakistan of jailing women 
on charges of adultery when they 

report they have been raped.

By Molly Moore
WMbpttoo Ft Fnraffh Servict_________

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, March

Clinton today began a 10-day 

South Asian tour highlighting 

women’s and children’s issues in a 
region where oppression of women 

and girls is considered more prev­
alent than almost anywhere in the 

world. ....
4

to include visits to villages, schools 

and an orphanage run by Mother

■in. focused on women’s issues to state. 

rrj where three governments 
► xi by women who are fre- 

F criticized by women’s or- f

ielp the oppressed women of their

society that discourages women dia wjthout calling on India’s 

from assuming public roles. neighbor and

Lanka were

alwavs a component tries." v mOn: Both are under extreme Chelsea Clinton accompanied
sentiment ts always ponan friendship has been se- from opposition parties an<i the 15-year-okl

verely strained in the last several are in deep political trouble m of show today. Dur-

years by U.S. criticism of Fata- their respective countries. a tour of the Faisal Mosque

. ...----------—— « At luncheon table, Clinton tucked against the Margalla Hills
- sandwiched between Bhutto - -

country that had served as its Bhutto women have
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illations out of poverty," she said. por an hpur, she and the
“Investing in human capital,*- -jfyj^ts talked about how to mix ;

careers and marriage, the impor-
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a dozen young women at a college 
for girls on the problems of women 

in the modern world.

•'—‘X

Hillary Rodham Clinton, on the

will mission, urged gendercon-

women a greater role.
Speaking at the Lahore Univer­

sity of Management Sciences, a 
famed business school in Pakistan,
the first lady said: “If women donl
,1___ * X- M, - - --- —____

stated village 12 miles from Lahore.
She showed a sense of humor 

about the controversy surround-

I*

on who you talk to,” she said.

Wa>aw Z --- “»
have quite rude nicknames for 

me.”
Before leaving Islamabad ear-

^l* to achieving global*prosperity, ducted a seminar with more than

JO V

’ ' s

• •

- <

^rsS’f , , *

building the human infrastructure 
and enhancing human productiy-

cern,” she said. .
Mrs. Clinton, accompanied on 

her trip by her 15-yeanold daugh­
ter, Chelsea, delivered the speech 
after touring a clinic and school 
for girls and visiting a family in a

ShT showed a sense of humor 

about the controversy surround­
ing her effort to expand the tradi- 

women ano cnuureu v, tional role of UJ. first ladies when
them more education, health care a student asked her if she tad a

“Mynickname? Well, it depends 

“Some people, I would imagine,

tance of education and the raising . 
of children.

Asked what was the greatest , 
challenge facing the United States, . 
Mrs. Clinton may have had her ; 
husband’s battles with the • 
Republican-controlled Congress 
over budgetary priorities in mind ■ 

when she replied:

“It’s like many countries. There • 
is a constant struggle between 
what to do today and what to do in 
order to invest for tomorrow.”

She was to conclude her visit to 
Pakistan with a dinner and enter­
tainment at Lahore’s historic Red 
Fort, built by Mogul emperor 
Jehangir in 1550 as a palace for his 
family and government and now 
used only rarely for social func­

tions.

-

REUTERS NEWS AGENCY _________________

LAHORE, Pakistan — First lady

second day of an extensive good-

^ou^uTAs^te  ̂togive ^ought^to be our common con-

Speaking at the Lahore Univer-

famed business school in Pakistan, 
the first lady said: “If women don’t
thrive, the world won’t thrive.”

Mrs. Clinton’s message L---
the theme of her 20,000-mile trip 
to five of the world’s poorest coun­
tries: Improving the lives of
women and children by giving

and opportunity is a global social nickname.

necessity.
She is visiting Pakistan, India,

Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
in 12 days. She was preparing to
visit India last night.

“Investing in the health and edu- ---------------------- --
cation of women and girls is essen- her in the day, Mrs. Clinton con-

Hillary Rodham Clinton (right) chats with Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto at a dinner in Lahore.

First lady makes a pitch for women
In Pakistan, Hillary stresses importance of opportunity
-------------------------------------------- - ----------- We have seen in parts of Asia and

South America that the education 
of girls can help lift whole pop-
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WHEN IN PAKISTAN 

. . . 
. .. 

Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto walks with Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and Chelsea Clinton after the three, all wearing Pakist 

,__. 

dresses, attended a reception yest8fday In Lahore. Ear11er, the first lady 
spoke at a busineu school to urge a greater role for women. Story, A 13 . 1/2 
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The Nation 
Islamabad Page: 2 

In Hillary's visit, 
history to 

· repeat •itself

By lshliaq Ahmad lawyers, Hillary, 47, is the only firsl 
lady in the US � to have had a 

ISLAMABAD - It was March 26, pruli�ousprofeuion&lc:arccraswell-
1964, when Jackoline Kennedy, the eslablished as her husband's 11 the 
then first lady of the Unhed Swes, had time of his election to the praidency. 
visit.ed Pakistan. She was pre sented a (Before becoming prcside01. Mr 
black bone by Field Manha! Ayub Oincon wasGovemoroftheA.rbn.sas 
Klian,andlhc Governor of Wes1Pw- st.aic). 
sWI had hosted a diMet in her honour. She was includedoothelistof Ameri-
She was accompanied b y  her sistu. ca's most powerful lawyers in recog• 

Co incidenu..lly, Hillary Rod ham nition of her membcnhiponcoq,orate 
Clinton.die first lady oflhe US today, boardsandberrecordas semorpanner 
will vuit Pa.lcisWl on the same date 31 11 an Arunsas law finn where she was 
yun aflu Jaclcoline's visit The Pun- an"innovativclitiptof,"saysooclc:ad• 
jab Governor will host a dinner in her ing American journalist Gany Wills. 
hooout. Whcdicror Hillary has spo-
DOI Prime Minist« I]��[;� __ ..,...,. ken out on � range
Benazir Bbilllo •;-.,.-:a ofprioriryis.socs(oe 
plans to gift Hillary Amcrium and has 
any horse, maybe 'been described as 
from amongst ber '"lhemostimponant"° 
husband urdari's White House advi-
irand collection of: · sor od domestic: is-
wortd' s mosl u- !sues."Uponwcing
peASive horses, is office., Mr Oin1on 
no.1 yet clear. 'mt4.c b�lth-care
Hillary will be ac:-. •� of his highcsl
companied by her priorities and ap-· 
onlydaugbraOlCl·. poiot.ed bc:r to head 
sea. his task force on na-

E vcr siDc:e Bill lion&! bwth-cuc
Clintoo • s like over rcf onm.
of the White Hoose. Hillary Clinton
Hill uy bas re• bu also been ac:-
ltllincd quilu c::ao- .. _ .. . . -·· . . ti� in lbe int.cma-
a-ovcnial fiiure in America..Sbe bas tionaJ ara11 and bas 1r1vdlcd wilh the 
been critic:iscd for actiq frcq�tly U US ptesideat 00 IDOA· ol his mr..

· 
1be de faao Pn:sident o( the United abroad. i,icludiq Russia. Fraoc:e, •· 
States. pen. Gcmwiy and lbe Fhilippines. 

Some ariue that President Cinloa ID SouUI Asia. she will vwt Pw-
bas liken maayofbisdrasticdomestic still, lndia and Sri Laob. Hc:rdaup­
rcfocms decisions, such IS those per- tetCichea, 16,int!!cwordsoiHilla.ry 
t.ainin1 to bwth-c:are, restcntioa of herself, is "somcooc who is very much 
family values. under the influeiioe of pano(whatwe&>andinthec:onccms 
his wifC: Others say that she bu every we share. She had• very iood adjust­
right to da so foe beillg the rim lady. mcnt ro li�1 iD lbe Whiie House. 
thefacutwthemajoriryo(lheAmcri- Bom on Oclober 26, '1947, Hillary 
can pe.opk had vO(ed forlhe pcrR>O of · entered Wellesley Co11egc. near Bos-
Clintoo 00( his wife in electioos th.at ton., Massacbuscas, wbete she m1-
"troupClinm1>� jored in Political � She lhcn 

··Family. wort and ·pcblic acrvic:c. ·enrolled in Yale Law School, in New _
Hil1aty says. are three elements of lbe Haven. Coonectic:ut. While at Yale, 
balanc:eof lifeshcsceb.lt'sa&Ollsbe s.bc met Bill OinlOCl. 
appan:udy c:ootiaues to achie� in her Margara William, c:hicl of staff for 
roleu PresidaltClintoo'ac:losestad- the Ml lady, says." Killary eoc:our­
visor,saoo1adYOc:a1eolwom="uad ages evcryooe to Ii� their opinion. 
childrei,'s ri&hts. dcfender oflbe ans. She does not like people tip-1oi.n1 
and activist {oe tOci&I aod educational around her. She is clcardw it', impor­
refonns. Wll di.It people tdJ btr whit is work-

Twice named to the National Law ing.ll'seveumoreimpanantth11pco­
Jounw's list of America's 100 best pie tdl bcr what is DOt worting." 
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Benazir apprises Hillary 
of abuses in Kashmir 
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Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto hosted a luncheon in honour of US first lady Hillary Clinton.—Photo by
Shahzad
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Benazir apprises
Hillary of abuses in Kashmir

The luncheon was followed by a 
cultural show, where famous Kathak 
dancer Naheed Siddiqui performed

particular word of thanks for your for 20 minutes.
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---------A,n,in,iart p-.,-;-------- - emphasis on children. It is an em-
Coniinuefl from Page phasis that is the most important in

said her government plans to train a my personal opinion because by in­
hundred thousand lady health work- vesting m the educaUon and health 
ers to teach family planning and ma- of children, we are saying that the 
ternal health so that women can future is worthwhile, that every child 
make the most fundamental choices will be given the opportunity to live 
of their lives for themselves, and this up to his or her God-given poten- 
is just the beginning for a new Pak- tial." She stressed that both the 

countries should ensure that women
In her address, Mrs Clinton said, assume their rightful place and are 

‘Her visit will reaffirm the partner- given the opportumties to exercise 
ship and friendship between the twc their rights."
countries and also between the peo- The luncheon was attended by 
pie of these countries." about 46 leading women, including

Showing her delight for this op- seven Americans, while others rep- 
portunity to have the chance to meet resenting different walks of hfe. 
some of the women who according They include Begum Nusrat Bhutto, 
to her are breaking new ground, she Nooijehan Panezai, Aisha Jalal, Jus- 
lauded the role of the prime minister tice Talat Yaqoob, Kaneez Fatima 

and her leadership. "It has demon- Yousaf,
strated clearly that this country, Rehman, Tahira Mazhar Ah, Madam 
which has got such a great and rich Nooq ehan, Abida Parveen, Asma Je- 
history, has also a great and rich fu- hangir, Hina Gillani, Jugno Mohsin, 

• Amna Paracha, Qulsoom Saifullah,
The US First Lady said, "What Ms Begum Abbas Khattack, Salima 

Bhutto has done to recognize the Hashmi, Naveed Azfar, Bilqea Mhi, 
great potential of this country as. Noorul Huda, Rana Shaikh, Flza 
being tied with the great potential of Juntjo, Bamina Pta*da, Nasua 
its women is something that makes Iqbal, Parveen Atif, Navid A Rabat, 
common sense and is giving afi of us Rehana Seigol, Nirmeen, Shahid 
hope that as we invest in women and Ntyma Hussain and many others 
girls, we invest in men, we invest in ------------------ K

the future, we invest in our society.’
She added, "I also want to say a

-■11
f • i-- ■ '
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Looking around Ghani Jafar 

A chance for America 

T 
ht> �nt of P'.lJa.st.aru l'�tl'·s
Sl'lf•unposed dependt>nce on
the L"S power Slructure is 
being illustrated Ill gross de­

tail as the date for our elected prime
minister"s tour of the land of Uncle
Sam approaches nearer. In all rau.
ness to the present set of our rulers 
however, it must be re-cognised that 
the hullabaloo is In this use being 
raised more by the non-governing
s«tioRS of the elite, panicularly the 
print media, lNn by the g�·emment
itseif. The result has been that all of 

Ms Bhutto"s seemingly conscious ef•

forts at projecting her fonhcoming
visit in a more respectable framework
of bilateral relations between two
sovereign states, have been of no
avail. 

No, we cannot possibly Wldel'Tale
th� �pochal signlfi� of the prime
nuruster. of Ncistan actually having
lWlch-u, person-with President
Bill Clinton-en the White House-on
April whatever. Hurray! The do is �
Ollj nothing CO worry about. Even the 
killing of t't\-c> Americans in Karachi

\Ol changed that. Thank God for 
.d let's also pray that none ol His

( ( or oehenrise) bdaJ1s in the In-
• .m to cut even the hint of a
shadow on the grand t'YeJ\t. Let's also
hope that, unlike the trivial mix-up at
the time of General Zia's trip to 
Washington, President Clinton gets 
the rwne of Prime Minister Bhutto"s
country right. 

After all, with so much or democ­
racy going around, who would blame
the ever-cheerful Mr Clinton if he 
were to tum around and ask Ms
Bhutto how things were baclc home 
In Hong Kong?� have not Intended 
to draw a connection hue between
Karachi and Rong Kong, nor would
that pc:,ssibl, be the case tl1th fresi..
dm Hillazy, oops, Bill Clinton. Nev­
erthel� talldng ol Karachi, W1! still 
need to keep our fingers crossed.
'"The \\uid's News Leader·, yes, who 

• e!se but the CNN, continues to refer 
to the � where they shot dead two 
Americans, as the capital or Ndstan.
The only col\SOlation is that news
would at tbnes refuse to be led by the 
nose, even by lhla � 

At 8J\Y rue, the present writer
hereby invokes the democratic li­
cence to outng�in -suggest­
ing that the United St.ltes should be

so far as to statt. v.1th fuU se� of re­
SPons1billcy, that a strong and stable
Pa.lost.an ca., offer the only \iable
guarantee for the continued Po�tico­
economic relevance of the L"ruted
States--together With Britain, Rus­
siai\ and to a lesser extent France­
to the entire Muslim stretch between 
South Asia, Central Asia. the Middle 
East and North Africa. 

The tragedy or the moment lies
not as much In any West.em Inability
to appreciate this key importance of
Pald.stan as 1n this country's own fail­
ure co claim the unique position. Hav­
ing said that. � It must also be
noted that although the West does
seem to have a broad realisation of
� 's powttial 1n this regard. the 
Conner is anything but either helping
or encouraging the laUer co play lls 
due role. Consequently, the historic 
opportunity is slipping away. Nor is It 
an opportunity without an &nendant
challenge of stability for much of the
Muslim world, including Palcistan. 

Thus, even a., any nwnber of for­
mal policy 5'alemen1a by Washington
In reeent days have gratefully ac­
knowledged Islamabad's '"moderating
lnftuence" on other Muslim countries,
the United States continues co jeop­
ardbt thls very role ol Pakistan. That
ls being done through overt as also
covert means, both adding up not
only to a debilitating effect on Pak­
istan's current abWty to play its dt-­
sirable role In the Muslim world but 
also, in effect, to hastening the pro­
cess or instability In this entire re­
gion. 

Although the present US agenda
for Pakistan is much too multifariou,
for It to be treated uh.austive.ty In
these colwnns, It is at once striking
howWuhington ha 90mehow man­
aged to delude itaelf Into belie$g
that the modente characw of this

country ( and not J115t or the present
government which it \-alues so much)
can with&and all demands and pres­
sures or immoderation. 

'te eicit� than Pakistan at the 
pea of Ms Bhutto's visit there. I � 's audacity In stating th.is would

( ,'efully make some sense as we
Pluceed below to clarify it. The up-

, shot or the case is that th e  t:nited
States needs Pu:istan more tlwl we
need them 1oday. We v.·ould even go

Unlike the totalitarian 'I.slam' of
Saudi Arabia at one end and the sec­
ularism or Turlcey at the other, both
or which have been enforced from
above, the Islamic moorings of Pak­
istan have been put In place by the
people of thls land as a mauer of free
choice at the time or Independence 
from the British colonlal empire.

- . And, as democratic mandates usually
go, It wts a deliberate decision in 
favour of moderation as represented 
In the person of the Wldisputed
leader, the Quald-e-Azam. The same
ethos has time and again been real�
finned by the Muslim masses of Pak­
istan at election time. 

Tius t'SSl'nuaJ idt>ntil y of tht> P.iJc.
lstaru nauon is a sine qua non not 
only of subwty within thl' countrv 
but al.so. proceeding from lht> same
basis. of P'aJdstan"s exercising a
healtl\)·. moderating influence on tht>
Muslim world. There really is no
basic contradiction between the de­
mands on th.is count and the (pre­
sumable) \llestem desire of averting 
anarchy In the volatile Muslim region 
between South Asia and North Africa.
ft is just that the Crameworic ol a com­
mon agenda for the purpose has to
be clearly defU1ed, understood and 
fully respected by both sides. That is
necessary not only to set out the ex­
tent but also the ground rules, so co
speak, of a partnership whlch Pak­
istan has to offer and which is, quite 
de.arty, lhe only feasible option avail•
able to theVkst. 

We can for the present dispense 
with an accoWlt of the potential. As
already stated, Washington does ap­
pear mindful of it. However, it is the 
converse side or the dont.s which 
needs to be emphasised. That takes
us baclc to the Inherently moderate
chancter of this nation which must
not be abused one way or the � 

In other words, It ls an equally
grave mistake to promote religious 
extremism through the sectarian 
strife as i1 is CO employ PaldstM as an
ll\9trumen1 ol the Western militaristic
agenda in the Muslim world. Both
can bacldlre and. apart Crom de5ta.
bllising this country, mn.xtt� a
d!,srupUve influene1!· on, th!! .Musllm 
lands much beyond Paldslan's fron­
tiers. As in this case, a pivotal posi­
tion can be made co work either wai 

That is the threshold on which the
fOtD1dations ol a new relationship be­
twttn Puistan and the� ougtt to
be rwed If• meaningful beginning
toward underwriting stability in the
'-1uslim worfd is genuinely intended. 
The_ �cl�on of this caveat of sup­
pa51oon JS necessitated by Washing­
ton's continued adherence to the self.
Inflicting blueprint of antagonising
Muslim peoples a., being exemplified
even now through the so-aJJed "dou· 
ble-containment" policy on Iran, not
to mention the embargoes on ,_ft
and Libya. 

u ""(

Nevertheless, one c.an only hope 
that the new political wave within the
t:nited States to reclaim that great
nation's interests from whosoever
has been holding them hostage,
would come to prevail before the 
world is pushed into an avoidable re­
ligious conflagration of unprtte­
deru.ed -�-

-�_l_or �- lhe dile1T1Jn.1 ulthe liS tn transl:lon ,w already been
brought to th, fore through the s1-mult:lrit.'OUS Wori:!ng of two confbct­
U\g Lr:icks. On I.he one hand. Wash­ington has of late shown art>�k�ble �ding of Islam­abad :. secu!11Y concerns as also of
this country s "mode�· c"'·--
On the AOL c.,1,,;___ •-�er. 

. .,..,er. • � continues tobe Sllb.Jl'Cted co be 
bilising wiuenc.:: num r of desta-

Ho�r, gi\'tfl the larger stakestnvo!ved tn Pahstan·s strength andstab�lty, there is no room for such am_b�ence. Nor does the fast radi­
� situation in latge pans of the
�uslim worfd, noc excluding Palcistanitself, allow much time. lt is thus thatthe forthcoming fbit of the PalcistaniPrime minister co the United �offers a landmark chance--oot Interms of a photo opportunity for MsBh�. but for Amenca to lranslate the pivotal importance of Pakistan 

in!:<> a mutually tespectable pa,tner.
�or peace and stability In the
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Hillary meets 
outstanding ladies

C
Prominent among them were 
emim Nusrat Bhutto, Dr

•, Madamheed, Asma lehangir. Madam 
Nur Jehan and her daughter Zil- 
e-Huma. Ayesha lalar. Tahtra 

Mazhar Ali Khan. Khabda Rashid,

in thegUM"dam Nur Jehan and her children were present 
[ViaaaiJ j —... __Li,,rna

While introducing her

I

ght.
Prii

o

Madam
Mu ..im that she was

black geshkar being the top n- 
t. Her gjck singers of the sub^

said she had hejrd about

most play 

:ontinent.

as the 
who was a 1

C°Ms Hillary Clinton apparently

Madam was «n>n upbeat

was  
reception.

of life in Pakistan included politi­

cians, judges of the superior 
judiciary, writers and poets, pilots, 
film stars, scientists, lawyers, mu­
sicians. painters, educationists, ar­
chitects, editors and human nghts 

campaigners.
Prominent among them were 

Begum Nusrat Bhutto, Dr 

Nurejehan Panezai. Kishwar Na-

Hillary meets
singer said she had heard about 
Madam Nur Jehan and Uta Man-

The assemblage of over 50 

prominent women who have
blazed a new trail in vanous fields
of life in Pakistan included politi­

cians, judges of the superior

of Pakistan
STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD, March 26: In the 

colourful surroundings and splen­
dour. of.the Prime Minister 
House, some of Pakistan s most 
distinguished women had the rare 

day the First Lady of tl- ---

Nasira Iqbal, Talat Yaqoob Sher­
ry Rehman, Jugnu Mohsin, 
Akram Khatoon. Sanuna Pirzada, 
Abida Parveen, Naheed Siddiqui. 
Bilqees Edhi. Nurul Hudda Shah, 
Shirin Pasha, Salima Hashmi and 

Ayesha Rabia.
Some of the prominent wom­

en including novelist Bapsi Sidh- 
wa, the former Ambassador 
Shaista Ikramullah, poet Zohra 
Nigah, Khawar Mumtaz, lawyer 
Shaheen Sardar Ali and labour 
leader Kaneez Fatima had 
declined the invitation but 

without giving any reason.
At the banquet table. Prime 

Minister Benazir Bhutto sat to the 
left of Hillary Clinton while Be­
gum Nusrat Bhutto was on her 

right.
Prime Minister Bhutto was 

dressed in white ‘Dupatta1 and 

•Shalwar’ and red ‘Kameez. The

Contd. Page 4 Col. 6

Nure Jehan told The 
. »;« -.-J immensely 

the honour bestowed 
- ’ .She

From Page 1
First Lady was dressed in 1 
long skirt and tu rqoisc jacket 

daughter Chelsea was < 
fawn-coloured long skirt

sineer daughter Zill-e-Huma
’were introduced to the v.smng 

^ionitarv by Prime Minister  with Prime MinisterBhutto^ Madam Nut Jehan's m- meeting with

troduction was perhaps the ion .. The
gest one. While introducing her

the Prime Minister described her . Qver the h ur D„lo-

Hilb-y CH— .pp.t.n.l, . hi,l.-Pr«C.U.....
Well-briefed about the.renowned

Zill-e-Huma iuncheon.

• lb°"'



HT Correspondent Chelsea,

^ exwleofTove^ ^^ ^inute suy in the nursery. Later. 

Uob where diverse peoples live in Mrs Clinton and Chelsea joined the 
' hannony with one another. “> “^8 > hymn
"Here on the second leg of her five- in the courtyard outside the nursery. 
,X&:SA»w«,Uai«-

Yghtful place in society. the centre,

[- dren". _ ..______>
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Mrs Hillary Clinton with inmates of Mother Teresa’s orphanage in New Delhi on Tuesday
morning. Her daughter Chelsea, b on extreme right. — PTT photo
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women in this country. 
This was in line with her primary

''been the cause of women and chil- dren from the orphanage. "She don- 
dren and helping them assume their ated beds, heaters and blankets to

U 6

a

Hillary goes from
cradle to cradle

' _____ a i—. K*. * * ‘

pbere.

Addressing the gathering, she 
said what has to be kept uppermost 
in mind is that children arc an im­
portant resource to the society as a 
whole. “I love India and will go back 
with food memories," Mrs Clinton 
said amidst applause.

In her speech, she also touched 
upon the significance being attached 
to her visit as it was expected to 
further help develop Indo-US rela­
tions.

s ■ ■ ":- 

t,;

i. .y '

privileged, I .
Integrated Learning A < 
function was put up by the 
creating an authentic village

nation South Asia tour,
kicked off her three-day sojourn by 

»viciting an orphanage and a school 
fdr underprivileged children in the
Capital besides getting a first-hand ----------------------------------- ,
account of issues confronting ushered into the chapel by the Sis- 

— ters for a private prayer session.
r Mrs Clinton also met some Amer-

’ chil-

The US First Lady muary escorte<j by Minister-in-waiting 
Rodham Clinton today said the pur- MaTgaret Alva, US Ambassador 
pose of her visit to India was to learn Fr;lr^ Wisner and US Assistant 
more about its^€ri^Bek“dic^u" Secretary of State Robin Raphel. 

“I’m touched by the sight of these 
innocenu," she said while moving 
from cradle to cradle during her 20-

saying “it is important to 
realise that with a lot of love and

children's home and shook bands 
with the kids attired in their colour­
ful best. (

Thereafter, the First Lady was

ten for a private prayer session. 
A—  

concerns, championing as she has ican couples who have adopted 
been the cause of women and chil- dren from the orphanage. She

The US First Lady Hillary f
Rodham Clinton today said the pur- Maj.Earet Alvi 
pose of her visit to Jndia was to learn prai5; Wisner 

i----------"
-and that her country had a lot to 
learn from and share with this
'ancient civilisation.

India, she remarked, was a mar-

-Tjups immediately _____

, ..........

os

* 

a r

—r----------------r--------------- Accompanied by her daughter
. I Chelsea, Mrs Clinton warmly cud-

NEW DELHI. M
Minister-in-waiting

The Missionaries o( Charity were 
also promised a bouse m Washing­
ton to run an adoption centre there. 

At a luncheon meeting with some 
eminent women at Roosevelt 
House, the residence of the US 
Ambassador, in the afternoon, the 
First Lady focussed on social issues 
concerting women, children and 

families.
Among those present to hear her 

views were Mrs Shobbana Bhar­
atiya, film-maker Mira Nair, dan- 
seme Mrinalini Sarabtad and Mn 
Maya Ray, wife of Imfiin Ambassa­
dor to the US S. S. Ray. She was also 
acquainted with the issues cc™~ 
ing women in India.

Later in the afternoon, Mrs Clin­
ton went around a school for under- 

Prayas Foundation for 
.------1__ A cultural

the school, 
: atmos-

1



Hillary’s plea for women’s empowerment
initial grant to expand girls' 
education would be provided to

ieshwari, was also

Gandhi Foundation was marred primary message being 
transnutted, the explosion inT

were asked to be in their seats by did get in could not get 
10.40 a.m., but by 10.30 a.m. the Chidambaram could be

Along with government and 
business, NGOs - with their

verbal duel, and was seen being

...........• • •

u

global economy.
“And if consumerism is the

What would have been a Mrs Basavarajeshwari, was al
memorable morning at the Rajiv being pummelled and denied 

— — — —■ —. .. ■ . . . .n .
by ugly scenes as people fought
to get admission into Jawahar

fully"'- 
Thous

NGOs, both American and Indian.
While supporting economic 

reforms, the First Lady said that 
they are rarely sufficient to 
achieve sustainable development. 
In the US too. she said, there was 
a debate on the role of 
government in supplying social 
services because of the

Bhavan. The Foundation and the 
American Embassy had invited 
fu more people than could be 
seated in the auditorium. People

tenacity and deep sense of 
commitment - must play a central 
role in the development process.

entry, dll a woman activist 
rescued her and pointed out that 
she was a minister.

There was also pandemonium 
inside Jawahar Bhavan. While 
many could not gain admission 
into the auditorium, others who

t a seat Mr

___________________ be seen 
pacing up and down. Many 
people had to squat in the 
first-floor verandah of Jawahar 
Bhavan, and hear Mrs Clinton on 
a closed-circuit monitor.

But there was pin-drop silence 
when Mrs Sonia Gandhi stood up 
to welcome Mrs Clinton. The 
First Lady spoke about the 
fast-changing world and the 
challenges that still remain - of 
deep poverty and putting people 
first during the current period of 
economic and political transition.

material expectations will put 
additional demands on 
institutions, ranging from the 
family to the government, that are 
unlikely to be met quickly or

hall was full.
The outer gates of Jawahar

Bhavan were locked, and 
ministero, MPs and
representatives of various
embassies were twaed away.
Angry Welfare Minister Sitaram 
Kesari was walking away from
the auditorium in a huff, 
protesting loudly, when one of

him and allowed him in. Fifty
others, including diplomats.
plunged in after him. Renuka ________ _________________
Chowdhry, MP, was engaged in a The vast majority of people, she 
verbal duel, and was seen being pointed out, were not prepared 
jostled. The Minister for Women, with the skills needed in the new

services, jobs and political and 
civil rights. Pleading their caib, 
Mrs Clinton pointed out that 
“where women prosper, 
countries prosper".

Extolling the many virtues of 
women’s education, and pleading 

* 

women, Mrs Clinton announced 
that India would be the first 
country to benefit from the $ 100 
million USAID Girls' and 
Women's Education Initiative 
announced in Copenhagen. An

Though women form 50 per services because of the 
cent of the population, in country recognition that not all people are
after country they have been ‘ equipped to share the rewards of 
denied access to education, health the newly emerging economy.

Mrs Clinton spelt out the five 
key commitmenu needed to 
achieve the goal of social 
development for women. She 
asked business leaders to be 
socially responsible, as depleting 

__________________ ,___ _______ = natural or human resources could 
for better health-care facilities for destroy markets and undermine 

people's confidence in them.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI

HE FIRST LADY OF
the US, Hillary Clinton,
was at her scintillating

best at the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation this morning. She
spoke from her heart and sought
to bring women to the
centre-stage of the development 
debate. Delhi's glitterati turned
up in foil force to listen to her.

Mrs Clinton also had an
hour-long meeting with Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao. She
then joined him at lunch and
continued the discussion. The 
conversation covered a large
number of issues concerning
social development. They dwelt
on the status of women in the two the security guards recognised 

countries, and spoke of the ways 
and means of empowering them.
Mrs Clinton stressed the need to 
expand women’s access to
education, health care and other
development sectors.

.f.;\
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Girl's poem ill( >ves Hillary 

i l i laking a point in silence, eloquently 
EXPRESS �EWS SERVICE 

�EWDELHI 

TIO manr 14·omen
roo man�· counrries 

SfNalc rhe same language 
of silence. 
My grandmother was always sil• 
ent• 
always agirieved• 
only her husband had the cosmic 
righl 

' ( or so it �-as said) 
to speak and be heard. 

These thoughts led a OcDri col• 
lege girl to pen them in the fonn 
of a poem, very aptly named Sile•
nee. So moved was US First 
Lady Hillary Clinton that she 
chose to recite it at a meeting 
organised by the Rajiv Gandhi 
Foundation here on Wednesday. 

The poem. penned by 
21-ycar-old Anasuya Sengupta.
a •• · -1 year student pwsu.ing a de· 
, 1 Economics at Lady Shri 
k ..:oUege. is not about things 
a( .;t or mundane - it cncapsu• 
latts, in very simple but haUDting 
effective words, the plight of the 
Indian woman. 

Ana.suya was pan of the sclea 
audience which had gathered al 
Jawahar Bhavan 10 listen to Ms 

, Clinton. · SWe could noc believe 
j her can v.·hen the US First Lady 

started reciting her poem. "I had 
a feeling that she would use CACC• 
rpu from my poem in ha spc• 
cch, but I never thought she 

I would read out the entire 
poem.'· she gushed. 

The words tha1 swayed Ms CU· 
nton were not a rcsuh of any 
painstaking effort by the young 
poetess. These were the spontan• 
cous outpouring of a woman dis­
nubcd by the poor status of 
women in society. "We had dcci· 
ded to invite Ms Clinton to our 
college during her visit to the 
country. But the plan fell thro­
ugh and our principal, Ms Mecna­
kshi Gopinath, hit upon the idea 
of presenting her a memento in• 
stead." Anasuya said, adding, "I 
was requested to write a poem 
,, ·'le US FtrSt Lady as a souve• 

11gh1cr of an IAS officer. 
At, ya has had an affinity with 
worus since her childhood. ''My 
worts have been published io qu• 
i1e a few magazines. especially 

I periodicals catering 10 duld• 
j rco." she mentioned. Her talent 
: in penning off her thoughts came 

10 the fore al the annual poetry 
I comoctition organised by the cul• 

__ .. :

.. A beam.in& Anasuya Sencupta with Dr Meenakshf Goplnath, the prindpal of Lady Shri Ram Coll tat, 
New Delhi. Express photo by Sanjay K Sharma 

turaldivision of the British Coun• 
cil. She was the youngest 
contributor for two consecutive 
ycan-1993 and 1994. 

1bc young poetess attributes 
her way with words 10 her par• 
ents. "My mother is a noted wri• 
ter. playwright and educationist. 

In fact, she is one of the few pe­
ople in India who have wriuen 
plays in English,'' ;;he claimed, 
adding that her father. even tho­
ugh a bureaucrat, was a director 
of plays. 

"I would aunbuce her versali• 
lity 10 her genetics. circumsta• 

nccs and the colleg,.. 
atmosphere.·' rcmarlced a prou� 
Dr Mceoabhi Gopinath, pnnci­
pal of Lady Shri Ram College, 
:iboul her student. Her words 
were not wide off the mark. Ana­
suya was adjudged the best all-ro­
und student of the college for thf 
year 1994-95. 
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Chelsea, also planned some tecre- . wcotnen wh<? traditionally ti 
atiooin Nepal - a private 'bMt at home. J ’ ' <

c 'flu
2-1

Hillary learns how
Nepali mothers 
deliver babies

million is one of only three coun­
tries in the world where women 
have a shorter life expectancy 

than men.
Their literacy rate is less than 

20 percent, compared to about 
55 percent for men, and in rural 
areas they work longer hours 

than men.
In a remote Himalayan nation 

where 10 out of every 100 babies 
die In Infancy, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton visited a clinic Friday 
where women can get a life sav­
ing little red box to help protect 
mothers and children.

The "safe home delivery kit" - 
little larger than a pack of ciga­
rettes - contains a sheet of plas­
tic. a piece of suing, a razor blade 
and soap for use by Nepali 

..................... " 3ive 

end safari at royal Chitwan 
national park, 110 km (66 miles) 

south of Kathmandu.
She said the purpose of her 

two-day visit to Nepal was ‘not 
only to experience the natural 

beauty of this majestic country, 
but also to gain a deeper under- 
sanding of its people and its cul­

ture".
Of the 10 highest mountains in 

the world, nine including the 

8.848 metre (29.028 ft) Mount 
Everest, are entirely or partly 

within Nepal’s borders. It is one 

of the world's 10 poorest coun­

KATHMANDU, Apr 1: US first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
brought her diploamtic push for 

better treatment for women on 
Friday to the mountain kingdom 

of Nepal, one of the world’s poor­
est and most male centred coun­

tries, reports Reuter.
At an airport welcoming cere­

mony in the shadow of the 
Himalayas, she was greeted by 
Queen Aishwarya and her daugh­

ter Shruti.
She then plunged into an agen­

da that included a visit to a health 

clinic, a luncheon with leading 
women and an audience with 

King Birendra.
The wife of US President Bill 

Clinton, on a 12day goodwill visit 
to South Asia with daughter 

•Something like this, as we 
know around the world, can 
make enormous difference if it is 
available," the first lady said.

Mrs. Clinton, whose 12-day 
tour of South Asia is centred on 
the needs of women and chil­
dren, listened attentively as 
health experts at the Kalimati 
Clinic described the sorry condi­
tions under which Nepali moth­

ers often deliver babies .
'AB the deliveries are done in 

unclean situations, and when we 
say unclean situations, it is really 
dirty,” said Rukmini Charran 
Shrestha, managing director of 
Maternal and Child Health 

Product.
The women-owned company 

was set up to assemble and dis­
tribute the delivery kits, which 

were developed with support 
from the Nepali government, aid 
from the United States and help 

from private relief groups.

tries.
"Because the status of women 

and children around the world is 
of special concern to me, I hope 
to learn more about the experi­
ence of those groups in Nepal 
and to exchange ideas with 
women leaders here’, Clinton 

said in a statement.
Nepal, with a population of 20
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Grameen Bank offers lessons 
we can learn,says Hillary 

WASHINGTON, Apr I: A,-
' Luty Hillary Olnroo•s upcomln1 

vis.It to five South Asian COWltncs 
ls (or the purpo,c ol 'k2min& u 
much u she possibly cu lbotJl 
the: kinds ol issues she tw always 
� about, hWIWl Issues,• say, 
USIS. 

In an intc:rvicw lhJs wc:ck on 
CNN's "Late Edition•. Mrs. Olnron 
�Id. '1 Wilnl to ,cc some: ol the 
programmes rJw they arc: doing 
there uying lO help chDdrcn and 
women and very poor people pull 
rhc:msclvcs up. rake opportunlry 
by itMng Ir lO them through 
�-rc:d1r and Othc:r approaches, and 
sec what I can Jcam.• She: wet she 
ls partkulady inlcrc:stc:d lo lhc 
Gramccn Bank In Bangladesh 
which camds crcdlr prtnwily to 
women. and thc:K women lhcn 
UC able to !UC bctta C2l'C of 
thc:msdvcs by csub1l.shlaa IIDilJI .
buslncsscs. 

. . 

fol.lowin& arc: accrpu ot an 
unoffidal b21UCript ol Mrs. OJ.o. 
ton's lntcmcw: 

CNN: A year a,o you wen: on 
the Hill clwnp6oning the cau,c ot 
health arc reform here in the 
Unl1c:d Swcs. Now you'tt five 
days away from leaving oa th1s 
major trip to Asia, ro India, Pa1cJ. 
sran. Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri 
Lanka. What is the ftnt lady 'up tol 

Mn. Olo&OD: Wdl, I th!n.k 1(1 
a.11 ptttty much lhc same kinds ot 
issues dw I've a!Wlys � lbotJl 
now r« more than 2S yan, and 
that I guess you could dc:,atbe 
are the human blues. I mean. 
what do WC do to make sure that 

children have bcalthy futw'CS and 
they get the cduadon they need� 
And that ccnainl)' Is what I tried 
to do promodq health care. be­
cause I wu pamculart)' con­
Cffllc:d abo\c chlJdrcn. And what 
I'm hoPffll ls that no< oo!y here u 
home but abroad tmt all ot us will 
rccognl5e that U WC fflOff Into 
lhJs g.lobaJ economy, WC ha� to 

Seeaboe-rJ 
be very corudous and awatt ot 
what we: arc doing or noc dotn& 
on bdult' of our children and 
other vulnerable people. 

�N:WhyAsla? 
Mrs. Olntoft: Wdl, the SWc 

Dcpattmctu and the admlolstn­
tloo arc vcr,. hopeful that ow re­
l.woos with South Asia, the 8ft 
countries thu I'm pna to be .t. 
ldnJ. will coodnue to be 
SIJ'Clll(hcnc:d 11\ls ls an '!"pom.iu 

pan ol the: world stnrqicaUy. 
11M:rC's a loc at stake (or the: entire 
worid. There UC I loc o/ Amcr1-
can lntttc:RS at suu. We've had a 
number ol successful trips lhcrc 
already by Sccrcury Brown and 
Sc:crcury O'Lcaty promollng 
business. And I th.Ink rJw the: 
prcsldcnt feds that this Is I pan 
ol the world that needs our artcn• 
tlon, and t wu dcllghrc:d to be 
asked to go to u.lk about some ot 
lhctchumanwues. 

CNN: Now, you h2vc wet on 
many oc:culont, and you rc­
pntc:d lt rrccntly in Copcnh�gcn 
and Ne,,, Yortc, In one w-ay or an­
othtr, thu women in many sodc­
tln around the: wor1d have been 
m.uJlnallscd. 

.. .50 whai cxacdy arc: you hop­
lnl to ICCOOlpllsh? Arc you &<>'nl 
lO 10 OVU thc:rc and nrtJc lhetr 
C?ICI, 11 .)'00 wm. to ·sa,. you 
bow, "Cbao,ac the way your 1c> 
dcdc:S'W'Oft'P 

Mn. Ohlton: No. 
CNN: What arc you b'ying to 

dol 
Mn. CJJoton: No, not at all. rm

goCna to learn IS much IS I pos.st­
bty can a.bouc wha: ls being done 
there, what thq UC doing to help 
thc:msclva. There arc ,omc: woo­
dcrful prov,anu In t1l ftyc: ol mc,c 
couruncs lhtt arc almcd at 11vt.na 
women the c:ducailoo the, occd. 
the 1km. tbac tbcr require to take 
arc ol tbcouclvcs and thctr fanu­
llcl. I'm puticUbu1J Jntcrc:stc:d In 
chc Gnmc:cn Bank In Bangladesh 
whJcb extends ere tit prtmarily lO 

5eeP-,e16C.ol4 



Grameen Bank offers

c
Israelis pound 

•’ T -1___ _

IdrT-

c-
gether. listening to each other

CNN: After all is said and done, 
so much has been written about 
you. What do you think - and you 
are such a lightning rod, have 

been. What does the public still 
not understand about Hillary Clin­
ton, do you think?

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I don’t 
know what the answer to that is. 1 
think probably, though, people 
keep trying to assign a label or a 
stereotype to me to son of fill in 
the blanks, and I think that does a 
disservice to many women who, 
like me, have worked both in the 
home and outside the home, have 
been active in their communities, 
have our own opinions and feel­
ings about matters, are trying to 
do the best we can. So 1 think of­
tentimes what comes across is 
just, you know, one element of 
my life. And it would be like tak­
ing a snapshot of many women at 
a certain point in that woman's 
day and say, ’Aha, she’s a mom* 
because you see her with her 
children, or, "Aha, she's a career 
woman* because you see her at 
work. 1 mean, I think we -

CNN: Men don't have that prob­
lem, do they?

Mrs Clinton: Not as much.
CNN: Even if they try to strug­

gle in the same way and connect 
the same many dots on the page.

Mrs. Clinton: You know, I re­
member years ago reading in 
some advice column that, you 
know, women who worked in of­
fice should never have pictures of 
their families in their office be­
cause that might lead people to 

think they weren't serious about 
work. But men should always 
have pictures of their families be­
cause that would make everybody 
think they were well-rounded. I 
mean, that’s absurd. 1 mean, men 
and women together are strug­
gling to define their roles as hus­
bands and wives, as mothers and 
fathers, as workers, as citizens. 
We ought to be helping each 
other. We ought not to be stereo­
typing one another. And we cer­
tainly ought not to be saying to 
women, 'One choice is the right 
choice, and if you choose this, 
you're okay. But if you choose 
something else, you're not.' That 
is not fair, and it does a great dis­
service to the richness of 
women's lives today.

From Page 1 Col 6 

women, and thes< women then 
are able to take better care of 
themselves by establishing small 
business. In fan, ;ou know, we, 
when my husband was governor 
of Arkansas, followed the exam­
ple of the Gramee i Bank and set 
up such a fund in Arkansas deal­
ing with poor peo| le in our state.

So I think there are lessons we 
can learn. I’m not i bout to go and 
try to tell anybody what to do. I 
think that is not n<y role. I think 
it's presumptuous even if some­
one were to suggst It. I do be­
lieved that as the -vorld becomes 
more competitive we also be­
come more conntcted. And we 
need to be resp>ctful of each 
other. We need :o learn from 
each other's cultwes. An I think 
that will help us te sure that we 
have a global community.

CNN: You hav-t pointed out 
specifically that w >men bear the 
brunt of poverty and illiteracy 
around the world.

...Talk a little bit about that and 
what is being don j or what you 
would like to do to change that?

Mrs Clinton: WH1, you know, 
that's true in our c >untry as well, 
that the poorest a the people in 

our country are tingle women 
with their childrer. And that is a 
pattern that unfoi runately holds 
throughout the wo id. Now, luck­
ily our people are nowhere near 
as impoverished is the billion 
people who live ai a totally abso­
lute poverty level, ess than a dol­
lar a day of (ncot ie around the 
world. And there ire very many 
people who are row convinced 
that if we help t y investing in 
women, for wome i to take some 
responsibility anc have some 
power over their own futures, 
that is not only got d for the men;

their husbands, it I elps the larger 

society
So I'm particular y interested in 

speaking with woi ten and learn­
ing from women in these five 
countries about wt at they are do­
ing, because 1 thick there are di­
rect links. And we saw that when 
we were in Denm irk as to how, 
yes, the more developed coun­

tries need to be aware of what is 
happening, but we also need to 
understand that a lot of these 
countries, and particularly the 
women in these countries, are do­
ing some rather remarkable things 
for themselves.

CNN: More ahead on the first 
lady's family and her faith. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton is our guest dur­
ing this special Late Edition, 
which win continue after this.

Mrs. Clinton: (From videotape) 
I think that prayer and faith are 
the province of the family. And I. 
believe that what we ought to be 
trying to figure out how to do is 
to get prayer back in the family. 

CNN: Mrs. CHnton, we've 
talked a lot about family here and 
the big issue of family. But 
there's your family, too. And I 
think a lot of people are very in­
terested in how the president of 
the United States and the first 
lady, with a teenage daughter, 
make the family work with all the 
pressures of the time, of the of- 
fices and the responsibilities of 
the ceremonial.

Mrs. Clinton: Well, we work 
very hard at it, and it is something 
that both my husband and I take 
extremely seriously and arrays
have. I mean, we make time for 
our family. We try, as hard as it is, 
to have at least one meal together, 
usually dinner. Sometimes that 
doesn't work out, but we try very 
hard to make it happen. We 

it helps their chi dren, it helps • spend time playing games to-
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-- HeTe·-afld:-There 
Why Grameen Bank 
fascinated Clintons 

When President Bill Olnton was Governor of residents tn Ol.lago's mlnortry ndghborhoods. 
Atbnsu, he mc1 Muhammad Yuous, foundc,r of the The Arlt.insan programme, whJch Is known as 
Gramccn (rural) Bank, a R:\'OlutJonary Bangladesh! the good faJlh fund, now suppons new and existing 
oraanlsatlon that e:iuends credit primarily to local business In small towns In touthcm Atlcanw. 
'M:>mcn who wish to cstablJsh small business. In addJtJoo, Gramccn-bucd profcctS and hwtdrcds 

Yunus' scheme was so simple and compelling of other mJcro cntcrprlsc busJ.ncsscs 1tt bettering 
that CllntOI) decided that the Gra meen system American com.munltks In « sates and the Ol.ru1ct 
would benefit businesse, In southern Arkansas, o(Colwnbu. 
which had been bard hit by dcdi.nlng jobs In agrl- A.ccordtng to Jull2 Vlndaslus, cxecutlve dln:ctor 
culture and tndusuy. of Arbnsas's good falth fund, the US version of 

And earlier this monlh In CopcnJugcn at the UN Gnmccn 82nk fin20ccs prlmartly loal retail a.nd 
World Summit on Socia! Development, Hllluy service-oriented buslnC:55CS: truckers, bc2utJci2ns, 
Rodham Olnton rcponed th2t the Gramccn BmJt auto repair, furniture upholstcrlna and buUditlg 
•bu not only ________ cntcrprucs, snwl pt> 
Improved the lmmcdi- cay stores, lawn care 
ate circumstances of businesses and pho• 
thousands of hmWcs, topaphcrs. 
Jt hu also fostered a Women who obUin 
greater sense or pur• loam an wort ID the 
pose aod co�unJty home as scamstl'CSSCI, 
■mona the people. cnftas, atc:rcn, laun-
1be bank bcUeves that dresses, music teach• 
If you atvc people ers and child care 
access to credit and afvtn. 
ask them 10 uke The US-based 
responsibility, In  ,�&iii�.. Gnmccn projects arc 
return they w lll also 12cldlna the tech-
achieve are�ter eco- nologlal cluUcngcs of 
nomk and IOdal lndc- the 20th century by 
pendence, • Mu. sponsonna computer• 
Olntoo ,aAd. ii=.!!! oriented enterprises 

Muhammad Yunu1 •fi1��; and prov1dlna rn.uiu,. 
bdk1'a that "aulft Is 

,......"""=:.. 
la technoloar and 

abwmnrtaht andthe m a n a a e m e n t. 
poor arc your best "Busiocss tn.lnfn& hu 
aedft rtst. • 1be DOD· probably bcal ODC of 
profit Grameeo 8anlt the ker lonontlon 
provides smaIJ loans lflalllii.-.� (of) American pro• 
IO the poorest women , • • "· ,rammcs, • Vlndaslus 
In rural areas lo -.2.t'.! •-· · ... But des I dlf. -�.��r

.,.
·�.-L,

A
�· :- 1111- p tc . 

Bancladcab 1be bank , .•• .._-.c •• :- '�- �-�� -.., ,,,.. • ,,'.t·" ..... '.. fercnce ot approach,
also lalda to tumen Grameea pro-
and 8sbcnnca. These rural women striving to chang e thdr lot grammes around the 

Gramccn'• first loan through Gramccn Bank loan. •lndcpcodcnt world all share the 
was made Ill Dccanbcr 1976 for approximately 250 peer-group borrowing prindplc. If any member of a 
US dollar to assist 15 people. There wen: oo written group defaults, no member an CYcr apln borrow 
cootncU. from the bank. By gcttitlg borrowers to monitor 

Now, 19 ycan later, Gnmcal 8anlt opcrucs In each other, Gr.unttn bas consistently been able to 
more than half the vUJaacs ol &ngladc:sh, serving 2 recover 2bouc 98 per cent of Its loans. 
millloo borrowers with men than l,000 braocbcs. On March 2-4. Hillary Rodham Olntoo began the 
1be aftn&C ban Is l 00 dollars, a consldcn.blc sum most extensive, good wU1 trip to South Asia by a us

in Bangladesh. 1be payback rate is 98 per ccm. ftist lady In ncarty two dcadc:s. Her rwc>wcdc jour• 
As a result of the Yunus-Cllnton IDC'Ctlna, the ncy will focus on hum.anltaria.n Issues In Pakistan, 

Winthrop Rockefeller foundation asked the India. Nepal. Bangbdcsb �.nd Sn uola. 
Sborcbaok C.orporadoo o/Chlago to bcJp O'C2lC a Io..nch country, Mn. Cllotoa will meet with 
new bank holdloa company In Albnsa.s modelled women reprcsc.nmlvcs of aovcrnmcnt and non• 
aa the Gramccn system. Shottbank had been the ,ovemmcnt orpnlsadonJ (NG()s), rcllgfous ln.stltu-
tpOOSOr of the flrst US Gn.mecn communlry dcvd- dons, cduadoa, busi.ocss and the area. 
opmcnt prognmme which was designed to help -USIS foturc 
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mnoog

, -iwirfcH-ww.-fcig

House 1
Committee on Asia and the Pacific it was 
.of which he was the Chairman.
The’hearing was on democracy, 
L • _.. . .----------------L_

election in Bangladesh credible. 
Senator

gmshed and well known political, everywhere in the US? 
family of the USA. His visit in George Washington -

In the Footsteps 
of the Kennedys

rheroism..K 
of your

Then liis Speech in Port-ao-.

involved ci the programmes for 
the poor and needy people It is 
that concern that bnngs her to 
Bangladesh. The couple's com­
mitment to the affirmative action 
programmes like that of the 
Kennedys' endear them to us. We 

welcome her m our midst with all 
our warmth' and sincerity. We 

-----------w - STS . know shers not visiting us holding 

and concern displayed by John
and Edward a decade apart, • .. Addressing the veterans of the 

writes Mohiuddin Ahmed

' three son*. Jone won ?

withdrawal of the visa by the years) and the two daugl

latter now a prominent Congress- Saxbe and . Senator Engene. . armounced ha otnjidacy fcr me Wremest 

------------------

■“ i7is^isrs^.-=r iiSii.aK;!;

Hillary Clinton carries the idealism

■ most welcome guest nonetheless.
AWW-V—, — ——- - ^-S

■ 'Second WorWWar last sumn^n 
_ the beach of France, President
- Clinton had said the immortal 

’ ” are the forces of-

 _ .rara 

for that world- is enjoying SO years of 
’ ' ' ‘ ‘________ *—Therorsm..k

The writer «jbrmer Director 
GamL Ministr, ofForagn

Represenran^theAtngladesh 
Mission to rhe UN. New York^

1971 to the refugee camps set up gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rafi- words. -You are d 
Ifong t^SXTJU ». ^T u .na even uttered or freedom. W]ien you 

nrranment' ^commodate millions of- pur -mentioned in cxir state controlled you have rayed th

Znd ankled^p representariJls In many affluent fottis to the UN forces retting.

T is a rare honour for us that
Hillary Clinton begins a
three-slay visit of Bangladesh

today. UndHicial though, it is a
great occasion for Bangladesh.
Since our.Liberation in 1971. we
had one other such visit of is
much importance, that of US
Secretars of Stale Henry Kissinger
on October 30. 1974 After Kiss­
inger. dunng the subsequent 22 >

years, we'had much lesser mortals'
such as Vernon Walter and Jean

I Kirkpatrick, two US Permanent
Representatives to the UN
gracing us with their visits in early
1980’s. John C.
Deputy Permanent UndercSecre-, along the
tarv of the US State Department accommodate millions or pur —~ --  -------

second hishest ranking people driven out by Pakistani- radra and.television^ or 
official after Kiwmger to visft military rulers sail brings back to msoer. - “’v.fon. official 

Bangladesh in mid 80’s. Robert out memory sufferings of cur . the

Flatten - Bangladesh Desk >
Officer in the US State Depart­
ment came casing Airing the later
years 2-------------It------ '*
hammad Ershad and was/eceivbd

? the .Kennedy/continues

^hit wife Tipper-.md their chikkeo for Agnity forthe Arrners. work-

££^ri,a-~. .-.r-
man Solarz was the last legislator education and human nghts nulbohs all Over tte wodd Asa
to visit us and that was’in the late cwnpatgn We sincerely remem- young man o' ■“ •— <-« TV A-« rell wtvthma about 

* k~■ *K» ciirmf and tremen

^Xals,the .;irinmraL,,‘

fertiliser crisis, 
prices and

imoffie middle of 1991, after the Pakistan, military junta Senator,
rv«-tn~. of Arril that Kehnedv could not come to' others.These killers Jiayer
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the human issues. 1 mean, 
what do we do to make sure 
that children have healthy fu­

tures i

only here at home but abroad

that as we move into this 
global economy, we have to be
very conscious and aware of Arkansas, followed the exam- doing some rather rei

^what we are doing or not doing pie of the Grameen Bank and things for themselves.

f ■

... So what exactly are you 
hoping to accomplish? Are you 

-- *•-------------d rat-
u“e"thel'r7ages. if you will, to

mg on this major trip to Asia, 
to India. Pakistan. Bangladesh. 
Nepal. Sri Lanka. What is the

first ladv up to? 
MRS CLINTON: Well. 1 ------------ „ „

think it's all pretty much the as I possibly can about what is

same kinds of Issues that I've L-L.^ i:::.
always cared about now for are doing to help themselves, 
more' than 25 years, and that 1 There are i—--
guess you could describe are programme m aJl ^particularly inter­

ested in speaking with women 
and learning from women in 
these five countries about what 
they are doing, because I think 
there are direct links. And we
saw that when we were in 
Denmark as to how. yes. the
more developed countries 
need to be aware of what is 
happening, but we also need to 
understand that a lot of these 
countries, and particularly the 

women in these countries, are 
doing some rather remarkable

selves and their families. I’m 
particularly interested In the 

 — - Grameen Bank in Bangladesh 

cause I was particularly con- which extends credit pnmanjy 
‘ * to women, and these women

then are able to take better 

care

_____________   ______________________——---------------------> 

^Huinan issues' focus of Hillary's trip
WAS' I1XGTON. Apr I: US

first Liiiv Hillary Clintons mr-
rem xisit in live South Asian
com11l ies including Bangladesh
i«i lor the pur|»osc <>l 'learning 
.is much as she jmssibly can
about the kinds ol issues she 
has always cared about, human 

issues, '.tvs .i liSIS press re-

In an interview March 19 
un CNN s l-ne Edition, before
setting out on this trip which
has already taken her to India.
Pakistan and Nepal. Mrs

Clinton said. "I want to see
some of the programmes that

thev are doing there trying to
help children and women and 
very poor people pull them-

giving it to lhem through part of the world that needs 

credit and other approaches.

set up such a iutul in Arkansas 
dealing with poor people m 

our state.
So I think there are lessons 

we can learn. I'm not about to 
go and trv to tell anybody what 

to do. 1 think that is not my 
role. I think it's presumptuous 
even if someone were to sug­
gest n. I do believe that as the 

world becomes more competi­
tive. we also become more 
connected. And we need to be 
respectful of each other. We 
need to learn from each 
other's cultures. And I think 
that will help us be sure that 

we have a global community.
CNN: You have pointed out 

specifically that women bear 
the brunt of poverty and Illit­
eracy around the world.

... Talk a little bit about that 
and what is being done or what 
you would like to do to change 

that?
MRS CLINTON: Well, you 

know, that's true in our coun­
try as well, that the poorest of 

the people in our country are 
single women with their chil­
dren. And that is a pattern that 
unfortunately holds throughout 
the world. Now. luckily our 

people are nowhere near as 
Impoverished as the billion 
people who live at a totally ab­
solute poverty level, less than a 
dollar a day of income around 

the world. And there are very 
many people who are now 
convinced that if we help by 
investing In women, for 

women to take some respon­
sibility and have some power 
over their own futures, that is 
not only good for the women: 
it helps their children. It helps 
their husbands, it helps the

on bchail of our children .inrl 
other vulnerable people. 

CNN: Whv Asia? 
MRS CLINTON: Well, the 

Slate Department and the ad­
ministration are very hopeful 
■ hat our relations with South 
Asia, the five countries that I'm 
going to be visiting, will con- 
linue to be strengthened. This 
is an important part of the 

world strategically. There s a 
lot al stake for the entire 
world. There are a lot of 
American interests at stake. 
We've had a number of 
successful trips there already 
by Secretary Brown and 

Secretary O'Leary promoting 
• , ,  ,  business. And I think that the
selves"up. take opportunity by president feels that this is a 

giving it to them through part of the world that needs 
-------—------ attention, and 1 was

.uid see what I can learn." She 

said she is particularly inter- 
esied in the Grameen Bank in 
Bangladesh which extends 

credit primarily io women, 
and these women then are able peated 
to take better care of them­
selves by establishing small 

businesses.

our
delighted to be asked to go to 
talk about some of these 

human issues.
CNN: Now. you have said on 

many occasions, and you re- 
r J it recently in 
Copenhagen and New York, in 
one way or another, that 

 women in many societies
Following are excerpts of around the world have been 

an unoj/lcial transcript of Mrs marginalized.

Clinton's interview: ... ~ .
CNN: A vear ago you were l„r—„----------- .

on the Hilf championing the going to go over there and 

cause of health care reform t„ 2„_. „ '
here in the United States. Now say. you know. “Change the way 

vou're five davs awav from leav- your societies work .
MRS CLINTON: No.
CNN: What are you trying to 

do?
MRS CLINTON: No. not al 

all. I m going to learn as much

being done there, what they 
are doing to help themselves, 

more' than 25 years, and that 1 There are some wonderful

countries that are aimed at giv­
ing women the educaUon they 

......  - need, the skills that they re- 
and they gel the educa- quire to take care of them- 

tlon they need? And that cer­
tainly is what I tried to do 
promoting health care, be-

cerned about children. And
what I'm hoping is that not ---------------- -------

 —- - ---- of themselves by estab- 
that all of us will recognize lishing small businesses. In

fact, you know. we. when my 
husband was governor of



Mrs Clinton'� trip 
· Hillary Rodham Clinton's visit to Bangladesh
comes at a time when the country's women are 
engaged in an �i>� battle against the forces �f

. obscurantism. A group or_ elements has Just 
called ror a ban on the ac.tivitles or NGOs, and 
that is_ a SU� sign that th�� arc people in this 
society who obytoust, r� 'lhreate.ned at the 

1 erosion o( theft: a��ority._ Many of the .NGOs 
have over· the years done a-remarkable Job in 

. . · transfQ'rmlng th� ll�es __ or �angtadcsh's worn� ..
· .. That basically bas � an lt\jectton or _the spfrit 

· ;· . · or in
-
�dence -�d �dcnce. In -woril,:ri who, 

. . . . tn an earlier" time. were condemned to life without 
. · . thftmil ;,:_�· ... · .... : .,· _- :: .:.:.,..., !· .. .. - •. . ·.,� .·#: r ·: ·.;

• 
�-� .... �,. # : • • • • •• '•. ":; •

• 
• •\ t \, •· • :.: -..: o I 

• 

. . . Mrs qlnt�·s particutai: expctjence wlll be· 
. · _9.>ming tif a coun_tiy whose �titles is_ domfnat� 

·: · ._: ·_ .f:>y wom�. Th� .J!��-dJ�.i.-bi•�- .a�ai:t: a. good_ 
· . ·. .-.,.·�measure of ctedit:mu�t go· to.-the .nation's �e ·
·. .. :.i'"- •ti and the·tclitlcr:ortJie ·• . · tlon tor ilie·:. . .. f -�-.. with�- .... -�··i/WP<�s! . :the ..... :� 

. '>�?.:;; if .r�t-•• 
,_._ ·--�·

. -·�:�tn· � -�m��-�-��t.. ;•. �::��;··r·;;.: :"!-..1�e��9.� 1-: _; t�on.,_� ·--.:.���.i.�9t,.ci.t.· 
. .. . =.? ,>: :�. �t � ... . . ·•: . ���IC. 
• . -: .···:·:•: (�e�ttcni���t�q��o�.a�t .

t · • .-.. •·. -�t_cr�was·forccd.'mto �� by .el�enJs. not 
. ·• :· .· . -� Jdn�y-t� -��-·cxpres�ton of.cmiiifcm♦- � . · this coUtibJ,�. WOJD� have �, �t«m�� . in 

. . · · ·medieval Cashion.· Mrs Clinton wlll J>c fold the 

. · 
. 

. ·.s\ory or Noor Jahan. Ifbcr attcntidn holds, cml
->--,;�_: __ :-CQU]ttten·bcri· :�c:Wes·

:;t
• ·· ··= 

..
.. 
,r ;d,'i.• , .. .;,_· 'iiia�. ��-,-��---"' J.• ,,

->-

·-or· �� •;, -� J• �•.': • I• • •. _. • • ·•' I , t_��'<.;• � ·;•."• . • • . ';;- ,'• . • ••. ·:, thdrm-laws. , ,-:.,.-,.-.;,·.:·:··•···:· : .... - ·:i;:�- .•
·. . : . .. _I·•). ·: 1'1�· wtie o(B� �toilg� beyond �e 'mere
.• · . ·calllJig of the·�utt�. �emotµal . . She has

... · . : · 
.
. · appredated the-'�e o(.the tndividuallslic.: ·.·· :" - · · :Which ..,�'r--ftir··· ··-i::· -:�-1t··" .. ··m· 'i• "'-J....:..�•·· ·"

tn . .... "·.. . . m:W .Der.,. Y.JO co cS wra 

'. -.·�·:·��s:.{,� .sub�i�We ·· ·· .. -�dit ifs ftrsf 
. 

.: -More .· :-:.�---.·:�.-.- �tlf\�i�the�Qf�·�wlio_._
. • -, " · .- .. · knows where she stands on the issues.·. · · · : � :
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Hillary Clinton lalkin/1 with Prim� Mini•ler Begu,,, �al�da Zia befon l�t; dinner 
hoaft•t/ #iv the Prime Minialer al her /Ian Road of{ke an ho1Jour of the US Finl Lady 
on M"!!l';,v. ·, · : · · ;- :, · . · -. · · ·.;. ; ... · ·_. . .". ·: , '. · 

Hinai:f• vi�it�-'NGo ·p7�ri,1ect·s·tn jessore ·' .. : Us t .. , ,::;-� ··:· .... ,· ·A,�-���,:-· .. •-�.::-:_co·· .,:.�-�:�s.,,� ... re·aa ·-: 
O��-rr•v�,:-�-a1u·:=.L'. _r.., .-, p . . �., ... ,., ' .::·•·, ... ,;,-_.:f,��·-,·-�"(, .. �.-,.:, "" .... �,..., .. : .. -� ......... ,.�•-,·�. -.�: ·.-.,,,,:•,-· ..... , ... :., ·-:-. · · ·· ·.: --;-ot·r

e
·mt11e-·: e:au·cation·<··�-� ::�). 

.. ,, � .... . : .· ·. 
. 

. . --��.:�;··: .. :•,'.' '" ··., . . ... · ... ., . - .· . . 
PANCI IRAIUA "1eslJOn:), Aj:,r Ot. •. ··:-.-: �- .. �. - •, ...... moY\.-d from Arkansas "stale lO 

3 : The vtslllng US t"ln.l l.ndy • She moved from one class of th<· _While House when Mr 11111 
Ms Hlllnry Rodham Clinton the achool to nnolher and Clinton became rresldenl of 
dlsclosc.-d hen: today that the t.nlkcd fn;cly wtth the students. the Unlt.cd States. She also 
United Stalc.'ll had a plan to c11• , -Later, Ma Clinton l<f�clhcr • .shared her experiences or the 
lend Assistance to Uan�ladcsh w1lh her daughter Chelsea Wt.-nt . visits lo 'other South Asian 
to s_pn:ad rcrnwc cducnllQll. lo the adjoining Panchbarla counll1ca like India. Pnklstan 

exp;:� �i�t����:'� •. �����WI�,:..�, .. ,.;:= �t�.����-� 7-�-:tj 
tbc .-:tcve1 :!J

�
:: -,re��, !'?L:...��n.ta .�r �.YJI: Sh.:-�� .. "'.-t..,--n.cn Ma cfinton on her way '-

women In Uan csh. · · · :·tntriidut:t.-d' her daughter, .n . to Dhaka d� In a motorcade· 
EKrller, a Clinton waa tenth grader. lo lhc s(udenb_ of-.. to the airport· where she posc_d • 

itrcclc.-d 
�

lhousanda of pcoP.lc lhc ems. ,. • . . · r9r group fhotogruphs wflh 
of the.- ad lnlng vllln� as she In her Introductory rcmnrk:1 llnn�lndcsh and US Alrforcc 
enlen:d l • premise of ranch• she said; showing the world Crew. 
bar1a-Balldanga Government map, -1 havc.c.-omc rul the wny Ma.· Clinton nnd their 
Primary School. - · · from our country to acquaint dnughler Chelsea were accn off 

SLnlc Minister l'or Women myself bcti.q wtth your oondl· , al thc'Jcasorc airport by Chief 
and ChtlcSrcn Affaln Ma -Sar- . Uon and· enhance my cxj>!:r1· of· Air Slllff ASr Vtc:c Mnrahnl 
warl RnhffllP\ and Sccn:tary enca about your counll'Y. She l\ltaf H<iaaatn Cilc,wdhury, K· •; 
l'-lm,'\ry and �aa ·F.du�1tton wanted to know fri>m tilt: alu7· ·: nlor •clvll and mtfltary offi· 
Divis ion Kw:1 'ffaklbuddln dcnla the subtccls taught In ctaJa. · · 
Ahmt.-d rc.-r.clvcd lhe US i-"lnil their l:lasSC!I. Some of the slu · IIASHIBAfl VDJ.AGt 
l..lldy al the sc))ool gate. -� Ms dents pro{Tlptly rcpltcd to the Accordln& lo nno\hcr re· 
Clinton. cntcwd the ac. hnol ..qucr1cs or 1hc US 1-lntt La�. ·• ports : It wns lndc."Cd a nK-mo�·-
where i-�ood-Tor-F.due"iilloi'i'l•i ;. - She frankly narratc.-d her 
i:ramme hud �n lnlroducc.:c.l l'llpcricnccs how their family 
last year. sludenla wckomc.-d 
her wflh physlcnl lmlnln� dh,· 
play and sonG¥. • . 

Ma Sarwurt 'R.ahmun und 
Kar.t Raklbuddin br1d,·cl M11 
Clinton aboul the favournhk: 
lmp.icl of lhe food-for-1.:-du,·n• 
lion pro�ramme lo reclurc.· 
dropouls ;ind lncn:n11,· c.:nml· 
menl In primary �hools. She 
was told that II famlh· havln� 
lwo school•i,>lng children and 
bdon�lnl! lo undc:rprlvflk·cc.-d 
..a·uons or �x:1etv an: J:lvcn 20 
kl! wheal a mornft while u Cam· 
Uy with on,· school·l(Oln� child 
1s l!•ven 15 ki: whe:tl a 010111h 
'llll nf a total ,,f :JH7 stud, .. ,,� nf 

I .& 8 tdl. t 



US to give aid for spread 
\Wan: pmud o( Chds�:a. · studn11" had t hdr k""''"� C.ntL ftom ,.,. 1 

l<i..-lcmnl! to ohs<.·rvntions o( :,1multa1u-ou:.iv with llnu· tor rnblc <.'XJK'rk-nn: for th.· pl·opk: oik· of the mcmlx:r1> �vh Clluton fun. smcml!. ;1,1nc-1ni:. ,,r:1ni: 
o( this n·mole v1lln1.ic, 20 miles ,,aid she would nmvcy her lnVl· and i:urni.-,,. 
fmm J<.·�orc. us the US First talion to l'�l!>fdent U,11 Clinton Ms. Clinton had wore• of 1 .. ady Ms. lllllary Hodham to v1"1l Uan�nd<.-,,h 111 h,1,, ron• prnlsc for the perform.inn· of C lint on v ii.lied them vcnknt lime:. the: pro,:r.1mrnc o( UIU.C. Mr Mushlh;1U. Jh<.-nklah tndny. Ms. Clinton showed Interest Altc:d pmsentcd Ms. Clinton M11 Clinton to�<.·ther wllh In aQmc o r  the products with a video c-nssclle on the her dau�htcr Chd:u:a 11pcnt dlaplayed In stalls undc:r a school programme. more th11n 11n hour In the sultry bcauurul thatched roof. All the CWfl> CUNIC Chnllm with the otherwh1c: nc• products put on display In 18 Later, Ms. Clinton wnlkcd �kc:t<.-d p<.-opk of this quiet vii· stalls were mnnufoetured by through the "Kutcha" road 1.,._oe: to bctl<.'f' ncqualnt h<.·n"llClf members or the Dank. The . braving scon:hlng heat to vl!llt with the f?ranroot opcrnttona product• Included Jomdanl a aatclltt� cltnlc run by or the: country·• CnlmlXn Unnk.. aarce, bamboo ancl cane Concerned Women for F"omlly l'rof M Yunu• who' la the: rumlturc, b.--a wares, clc. One PlaMtn, (CWF'r) In the: aamc found�T orthe widely acclnlmcd of the Oramcen member• village. NGO. ra:(.1\1\.'d Ms. Clinton and showed her the technique to · M ehc wu walking with her lntrod�-d her to the mcmbcn wear a sarcc. S he  wu given daughter the people: of the or the bnnk. aomc local producll as glffs. vtllage &•there<! on both aide• Enrllcr, minor children be· Narrallnl cxpcr1cncc• to or ltic road to have a gllmJ>91, or lon�lng lo the: vtllagc, Jrcdcd become a Oramccn Bank the USflnt Lady. She waved to . Mlll. Clinton hmrtlly wtlh -,ni,i member Me NaJma aald. "Some the _people 1mUl°'ly. -. nnd· PhYsla,l l"'lnlng (1'11 dls· well-to-do member-a or eoctcty ExccuUvc Dlnx:lor of CWFP , play:sfic: wu vtsfbly Impressed dlacou� me lo become • welcomtn& Ma Clinton to the with the performance or the member.� wanted ua to be cllnlc -premises narrated tiny tot11 ond c.-xchnn�c:d gn-ct• permanently dependent llvtnl different aspect.I or ongoing and lnW' w1th them. She wos thnnk• on their Jcl'\-ovcra." She aakf. pcrapeettvc proammmca. S� ful to the: vtlL'lgeni ror their •Auoc1aUon wtth the Dank hu aaJd CWFP wu responsible for• Ion� wntt ror hc:r. Minister In gtvc:n me • new ldcnUly and dl,tr1buUnt. conlra�pUVl.'I to wallln� M11. Sarwar1 R.'lhman, made me aetr-rcllant tn women ana providing health who Is Slntc: Minister In ch.vj.'C aoelcty." She bolletfully and nutrllion ccfocllllonof W�-n and Chtldn:n A[alra, l"CCllllca her eq,cricnoca when acrv1cca to . mot he�• an� '\Nnl present. As h<.'1' mo�orcadc member-a or aueh fnmlllcs were chndrcn; · drove from airport to the ecckfn& thc:tr coopcl'\IUon. Ma. • · She. Curt her lnfonncd Me.vtllngc hundred a _ of people ' NaJma nas-anothcr ldcnUly aa Clinton - that C W  Fr w_oa .. 
greeted ht.'1' waving� (\"om, a •·metl'lbc11, ,af·:· the -Onion. operatlnl 22 ·proJcc:l •Ile• -·both 1k1ct1 oflhf tohll:, . · · -P.an•Juiid;··fhe ·wu· ln(ormccl." �vedri& a ti:>'41 of"about ).4 •, • DcP-Uty··ncact of Mbaton ol ·: ·that c1owry·prae11cc and dtwrcc -· mtfHori populaUon: ,�:·:.;t, ·.�:.' l USf:mbuay.JAn11., fQch,And a ,1�b.d_�down tn4hc area: .-.-� DSS adda; the_..: US;� . ; "• , � Whll.c ll�ul<' p�-.a tCllni ,-,:re:. :,-. .-,.,Durtni1'1hc·eoune"0Hn:ieand · .l!an&ladcah Jofnf .:lr•�n!l'IJ�

,.j Qnion,! olhcn who acc-ompa· ' rnank cxcn� of vicwl ·w11h proaramme designed - :t•' .· nk.-d lhc US flr..t t.ndy. · the mcmbcta ororamccn Dank cnhincc lhc knowledge a'ncf •Thi king frttl)' wttl, some or Ma Clinton .. 1c1. - Today you capabltlttc• or Bangladesh "Air:.·� the rm-mbcni ofOnunccn IJ.-tnk haYC learnt how to take Force: �nncl tn ac:romcdk:al . M■. Clinton Mid, "I hllYC heard collccUvc dcclalon. It wtn take opcra11on ror mau CYacuaUon nbout the bunk 10 years bcforo. you a long way.· ahc obsc:,-.,al. 4ur1n& natural disaster I• In Now I hnvc ron11.• lo lcam from M Ma CUnlon cnlcr<.-d the progrcu al •the OAF Dase, you how the bank has bcnc:Ot• venue or the ■tails Un)' toll �llur Rnhmnn here OC'COrdtng led you lo"� sclf-rcl.-unt rcttl� her slngjng gntnbhlna, to an ISrR pn:ss n.:.lco.sc. tn i;ock:ty. Jarl and other folk songs A joint team of experts from Ma. Shcfall. S Amb_la and n:flcctf
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Literary giants like Swift have long been dead and buried. But 
the social problem of poverty with the newly created Irelands across 
the third world remains. These lots of women and Children stay at 
the centre of social development in these poverty-ridden parts of the 

world. South East Asia including Bangladesh is the most representa­
tive part of the region—and the problem. In concrete terms the 
problems in the main are: literacy, health care and the decay and 
death that follows from hunger and undernourishment and so on. It 
affects nearly 80% of the populations—only to indicate in passing 

the actual size of the problem, besides the potential.
The ironic part of the scene is that national governments are, 

either from misconceived notions of development, inadequacy of 
resources, used* as an excuse, or! simple lack of inUrest in the 
grass-roots welfare problems of the nation, have been found less 
than interested in overcoming the problem, the Copenhagen summit . 
and the declaration in which it has urged national governments to do 
at least 20% of their spending on poverty notwithstanding.

It is in such farts that Mrs Hillary will discover her area of action 
—beyond those of her noble theoretic ones. The great thing about 
the honoured visiting US First Lady is that at least here is a lady, 
holding a hi^i socio-political position, interested, beyond question, 
in a real third world problem. She could, if she willed, do a lot to 
make the aid receiving 3rd world countries abide by conditions set by 
giver countries: the main one would be—yes, a string attached to 

it__ that top priority would be given to poverty alleviation in these
countries, with tangible results in this respect for eligibility for

COD in a word/^ocial development in these S. Asian countries, is so 

great a problem that laverages like this need to be used by the World 
Bank IMF and the donot countries. Mrs Hillary Clinton as the First 
Lady of America could help a lot in this matter. This we say because 
we believe she means serious business in respect of welfare of 

women and children.

Welcome To Hillary
In Bangladesh

Amid the wannest welcome of the people, US First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton arrived in Dhaka Sunday. This is the first 
ever visit to Bangladesh of an American First Lady. Behind the 
hilarious warmth with which she has been received in Bangladesh is, 
in the main, the fart that she somehow remains almost naturally 

identified with this country because, chiefly, of her interest in 
children and women, or children and their mothers.

And we can assure her she will see quite a few of them (to use an 
uncharacteristic Bangladeshi understatement). So many of them 
indeed will come her way, not wholly literally, because she would be 
moving along roads and in transports that will keep her away from 
the actual (physical) human landscape represented by those in whom 

she is so profoundly interested—women and children..
The human scene will be seen replicated nearly afl over the . 

South Asian region she has planned to tour—India, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. It wears about the same features to be 
attractive to those Whose feelings for these twin classes of humans 
are genuine. And we state with a real sense of pride that Mrs | 
Hillary’s are immaculately so, for it has been an integral part nor 
only of her social interests but of her academic ones too. She has 
allowed them to grow with her, which is what has drawn her so close 

to the people of this country.
We feel tempted not to leave off and indulge in the generalities 

of welcome to our honoured guest. We instead are trying to add 
some fuel to the flames, (if that is the phrase to use). The flame is 
her warm interest in the welfare of children and women, and the fuel 
we are trying to provide is to place before her the reality of children 
and women’s problems in Bangladesh. To' prevent that almost 
effortlessly translating into a cliche, we would point out, in a 
nutshell, that this is a gigantic third world problem, and one as big, if 

not bigger, for Bangladesh.
We appreciate deeply her interest in Mr Yunus’ Grameen Bank 

and his idea of welfare for women (plus children) as part of a plan to 
alleviate poverty. It is working well and, we hope, if allowed to 
operate as it has started to do, it could do a lot to provide relief. 

Yet, We do not pretend to accept that this will more than scratch 
‘ the problem of poverty—or, for that matter, of children and mothers 

in this country. If. even so much may have been done or is being 

planned (in theory), so much inevitably remains as the greatest 
challenge to Afro-Asian LDCs (least developed countries). Bang­
ladesh, like eighteenth century Ireland, is one of them with her 
women and children. Of Irish poverty Jonathan Swift has drawp a 
lurid picture in his classic performance, as the greatest ironist in 
literature in his Modest Proposal. We have no Bangladeshi edition 

of Swift, nor has S. Asia. ■
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