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country they lack access to education, to health
services, (o jobs, to political and civil rights...One
lesson the experience of the last several decades
teaches us is that where women prosper, coun-
Lries prosper.”

She linked issues related to wormnen and chil-

dren to the overall good of society, noting that
very often such issues are dismissed as “sof."

“I want to argue strongly that the questiens
surrounding social development, especially
women...are at the center of our political and eco-
nomic challenges.”

To applause from the elite audience, she
announced that India would be the first country
to benefit from the $100 million U.S. aid for girls
and women’s initiative launched at the recent
Social Summit in Copenhagen.

Then she took everyone by surprise by depart-
ing from her prepared text to read out a poem,
called “Silence,” written by a Delhi University
undergraduate which mirrored the silent suffer-
ing of women.

The First Lady’s comment at the meeting of
the self-employed women’s union meeting in
Ahmedabad, about the time having arrived for
women to break their long silence, was loudly
applauded by the audience. At the union meeting
Mrs. Clinton got into the mechanics of making a
trade union movement targeted at marginalized
women for larger societal good.

The overall impression among those who had

achance to meet her was remarkably upbeat and |

even flattering. Many of them thought, notwith-
standing many jokes about it, that she has per-
haps better presidential material than her hus-
band.

Kartikaya carabhai, an environmentalist and
trustee of the Gandhi Ashram, who met with her,
said “she has got the stuff {to become president).”
Sarabhai's sister Mallika, a dancer~choreographer

—

and a publisher who attended Mrs. Clinton's quJ
cheon, also thought that she had what it took \.
be a president. Mallika Sarabhai told Mrs. Clinton
that she looked forward to her becoming the first

stateswoman in the U.S.

Jaya Arunachalam, a prominent women's cam-
paigner from Madras, also seemed to think the
First Lady could make a good president but said
she did not seem inclined to run for that office.
Instead Arunachalam thought Mrs. Clinton was
very keen to see that the declaration of the Beijing
women'’s summit should produce a specific one-
page document that could be internationally rel-
evant (see separate story).

The more salutary aspect of her journey was a
visit to Mother Teresa’s orphanage in Old Delhi
and “Prayas” (endeavor), a school for integrated
child development run on the campus of the Indi-
an Institute of Technology.

At the orphanage Mrs. Clinton spent half an
hour talking to nuns about the the children.
“They are all very beautiful children,” she said
even as an American television reporter muttered
to himself that “they look like animals in ages.”
The orphanage takes care of 167 children and
saves them from a life of destitution.

The First Lady's experience at the Prayas was
somewhat different. About 25 children dressed in
brightly colored clothes danced to welcome her,
There were charts and graphs about the school,
including the need for fans and computers. The
school, run by Roshni Misra, has 200 children,
many of them disabled.

The school was little known before Mrs. Clin-
ton's visit. Its choice was largely dictated by the
fact that wives of American residents and diplo-
mats do some voluntary work there.

*“The school is a marvelous example of how
people working together can take care of one
another,” Mrs. Clinton said. N

Her five-nation South Asian tour of Pakistan,
India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri lanka was| [
aimed, she said, at finding out the problems of

She linked issues people in this part of the world, especially women.
She said President Clinton had wanted her to gain
ri’;;:ieghtl‘;dl}gzﬂ;zn first-hand information about the work done by
non-governmental groups in issues related to e n
the .Ot‘)er a”t 900% | women and children. st F e LT o
sociely, noting Since January 1978, when President Jimmy — : N T e S
- Cartervisited India, no U.S. President has come to | [, 2 iady Hillary Rodham Clinton with Prime Minister P.V, Narasimba e

very often such issues ’

New ednesday, Rao, at the Prime Minister's house
are dismissed as “soft.” this part of the world. It was not clear if sending D W 'anh“hmlﬁuaw : h

the First Lady was President Clinton’s way of \
making up to a region that accounts for one-sixth
of the world's population.
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Poemn Moves F..' Lady

By a Saff Wrker

NEW DELHI — Hillary Radham Clintan was so
moved by a college student’s poern on warmen that
she quoted it at the end of her address at the Rajiv
Candhi Institute for Cationgorary Studies here.
*“1 have never seen a better description of the rea-
son why women's silence must end than in a
poem 1 received from Memalshi Capinath, the
principal of Lady Sri Ram College in New Dethi,”
Mrs. Clinton said.

The poem, “Silence,” was written by Aanasuys
Sen@upta of the dlass of 1995.7 It follows:

Too mary warmen in (00 many canlbres
Spack the some languoge — of sence My
gondmud/ey was akoays sdend, akoays aggnar
ed Only her husband had the casmuc rght (or
S0 i was said) to spask and be haord.

They say it is difforent now (after all, [ am
akoays voaa! and my grandmother thinks [ talk
{00 much), but sometimes [ wondey,

When a woman gives her kove, as mast do
gwacly, i i axepted When a worman
shares her thaughts, as sorme women do gro-

aously, i & allaged When a waman fights for
pave, as all wormnen would like to, quietly or
boudly, it & questied
And yet, there must be fraxdorn i we are lo
pazk And yes, there must be power if we are to
be heard And when we have both (fredorn and
paoe), let us not be maodersiood
We seek only o give wards lo Uase who azn-
not spaak (too many warmen in (00 Mmany cown
). 1 seek only to forpet the sorras of my
godrother's slence.
Se@upta is studying for an exnamia degree
and is in the final year of her three-year course.
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"Mes. Qlinton with Soala Gandh, chabyensa of the Raiv Cand Foundatian, Mra. Clinton quotad 2 poem 0o women
%N;’im student ber addrens to the foundation la-New Dethi 00 March 29. (Ses story on page 6).
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Mirs.Clinton’s South Asia Trip |

E_'ams Favourable U.S. Press

By ELA DUTT

WASHINGTON
rs. Clinton's South Asia trip earned her significantly favorable cover-
age in the Amenican press. Most papers, even as they interpreted the
trip as an attempt to reclaim some of her lost glory, credited her with

having long espousad children's and women'’s welfare in the United States.

The coverage began as she took off on March 26. The Washington Post
printed a long article in its “Outlook™ section, entitled “Jewel in the Town.” It
was written by Elizabeth Burniller, author of the book, “May You Be the Moth-

er of a Hundred Sons.”

Meeting Ela Bhatt, president of the Self-Employed Women's Assodation
based in Ahmedahad, indicated that the organizers planned the right itinerary

for her, Bumiller wrote.

“When 150,000 poor Indian women can organize and save, what does it
Mean for America>” she asked. “Everything. At a time when the US. is trying

to end welfare as it now exists, Sewa provides a model.”

It is through empowerment and control over their lives that entrepreneur-

ship is generated, she added.

Bhatt, who had met Mrs. Clinton previously, was reported to have said that

the First Lady was a serious person. In her typically earthy style, the activist
leader was quoted as adding:

“Whatever questions she asks, you can tell that she is listening to your

answers. Not like all those politidans whose minds are somewhere else.”
A strike led by the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce the day
l!:rs. Clinton lnded in Lslamabad was the subject of an article in the Los Ange-
es
\  das the First Lady landed in a pouring rain, the strike crippled major
cibic, the paper reported. It said the federation’s leader had been dismissed by

hmmwmwwgmmnldnotlismﬁmwﬂﬁrpl
to restore order in violence-ridden Karachi.

Mrs. Ogntonapptamdtobeuntmdndbyall that, however, as she lunched
w:t‘hthe-n&uﬁmrﬁﬂuﬂﬁsitﬁdavillage.asmdentbyphoww
artices in the Post, the Washington Tomes, the Las Angles Tones and the Naw
York Tones on March 28 ® x

Pn‘r.nz Minister Benazir Bhutto that day, and security forces were mundingx
I
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April 1,1495

; India withaut calling on India’s neighbor and longtime enemy, Pakistan,” said

| visit
1" ~The next day the Rosf looked behind the scenes at the India and Pakastan wvis-

*“Mrs. Clinton finds kindred spirit in Bhutto,” said a headline in the Las
Angeles Times An accompanying article said that even though a woman was
at the helm in Pakistan, activists in Pakistan acaused Bhutto of a lack of effort
to improve the lot of women.

Both women leaders, it added, share the experience of being criticized for
taking an aggressive leadership role.

The article also cited Administration officials as saying that in Pakistan they
were seeking to demonstrate respect for Islam and to make clear that Ameri-
cans did not equate the Muslim fith with extremism or terronism

Mrs. Clinton had a scarf over her head, visited a mosque and she and Chelsea
wore the traditional pakistani salwar (pants) kamezz (loose shirt). o

The Post article on March 27 highlighted what it saw as the trip’s attempt to
put 3 more hurman face on U.S. foreign policy in the troubled region. It also
ontended that the trip to India was an idea that had been pushed by Elizabeth
Moynthan, wife of Senator Daniel Moynihan of New York and former Ambas-
sador to India :

In the State Departiment protocol, however, Mrs. Clinton “could not visit

the writer of the article, Molly Moore said

Qhelsea, 15, appeared to have stolen some of the limelight with intelligent
questions on Islam. :

The New York Tomes, which ran a story on the visit almost every day, said
Mrs. Clinton was a “study in the subtle role of spause without portfolio.”

Even though Bhutto was said to have raised the issues of the Pressler
amendment, human rights and nonproliferation in their private meetings,
Mrs. Clinton steered dlear of them, emphasizing that they were matters to be
disaissed by the Pakistaru leader when she came to Washington this month.

On March 28, most papers were crrying pictures rather than in-depth arti-
cles, axcept for the Washington Temes and the Baston Globe. The first printed
a 12-inch article, headed “First Lady Makes a Pitch for Women,” with pictures
of Mrs. Clinton, Chelsea, and Bhutto in silken clothes and enjoying a dinner.

It had a few funmy sidelights, as when asked bya student if she had a nick-
rame, Mrs. Clinton said: “It depends on who you talk to. Some people, | would
imagine, have quite rude nicknames for me.”

The March 28 Miami Herald had a photo of Mrs. Clinton at Lahore's Burka
village, as did the Los Angeles Times. The Chioggo Tribune had a short notice
of her arrival in New Delhi. But the Géobe carried a long artide on details of the

its — how residents of Burki were pushed out of sight by security forces, how
Old Delhi's busiest streets was deserted, and how babies in Mother Teresa's
orphanage were outfitted with Amerian pampers and newty-stitched, floral

pinafores.
I then added “Nothing has matched the spectade created by the Pakistani
goveriment officals at a Grewel] dinner staged at the 12th-ertiory Lahore Fort.”
In its March 31 issue, the Post had a headline, “The First Daughter's Passage
through India." It said the American press was forbidden to report on anty of
Chelsea's activities when she was an her own, only when she was with her

On March 30, the New York Times agpeared to be  amotional about the
poem an Indian schoalgirl wrote for the First Lady. Mrs. Clinton not only reat-
ed the whole poem entitied “Silence,” but found a resonance in it for what she
felt to be her Aen-misnderstad role as First Lady in this country.

In an aamimpanying speech, she annawxzd that a new 10-year interna-
tional aid program for educabing wormen would came to India. But the amount
| was a modest $500,000.
| The First Lady traveled with an entourage of senior aides, almost all of
wornen, the Naw York Times reported, and the group, it said, felt like a com-
bination of a fundoving sorority blended with a grahate seminar on the
resporabilities of sisterhood

The paper picked up an Assacirtad Press report from Ahmedabad in its
March 31 issue that found Mrs. Clinton under a sweltering tent talking to
women vegetable vendors, embroidery workers and other of the poor, who told
her they were no longer afraid to organize for better treatmend in the market-










Bhutto Raises the Kashmir Issue With Guest

By TARIQ BUTT
ISLAMABAD
akastan brought up Kashnir and the Pressler
amendment with Hillary Radham Clinton
on her wisit, hoping that its views would
reach President Clinton ahead of Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto's coming trip to the U.S.

“We attach great importance to Mrs. Clinton's vis-
it, which has created warmth and goodwill in Pak-
istan-U.S. relations,” said Foreign Minister Sardar
Aseff Ahmad Al “1t has created a good eviranument
on the eve of the Prime Minister’s visit to the US."

Most of the First Lady’s engagements on the
two-day trip (March 26-27) were cultural, soqal
and nonpolitical. She tried to get acruss to the max-
imum number of people in the short time.

She watched cultural shows, met politidans,
academics and women leaders in different spheres,
and wisited schools, a basic health unit and histon-
cal places in Islamabad and Lahore.

However, during a 20-minute meeting Bhutto
briefed her on “human rights violations in Indian-
administered” Kashmir.

“There is a dire need to resolve the core issue of
Kashmir between the two South Asian neighbors,”
Bhutto was quoted as telling her guest.

Another issue Bhutto touched on was the US.
rdusal, as a result of the Pressler amendment, to
deliver 38 F-16 aircyaft, for which Pakistan had paid
over $12 billien dollars.

Of the amendment, she said “It is a blunt instru-
ment and has not served the pwpae Thergfore, it
should go. Washington should either deliver the
equipment or retum the money.”

At the same time, Ali emphasized that the visit
“will create a better awareness among the US.

capital Dhaka oa April 2. (Photo: Wide World).

Administration and the people of the US. about
Pakistan and its problems.”

Mrs. Clinton made no public coruTent on any
political, regional or international issue. She stayed
clear of the problem areas, playing the role of a
goodwill ambassador.

Bhutto apprised her of steps taken by the Pak-
istan government to undo institutional disorimina-
tion against women, improve conditions for chil-
dren, improve health fadlities and involve women
in development activity.

Mrs. Clinton said: “What Mrs. Bhutto has done to
reengnize the great potential of this country as
being tied with the great potential of its women is
something that makes common sense and is giving
all of us hope that as we imvest in women and girls,
we invest in men, we imvest in the future, we invest
in our society.”

Pakastary officials hoped that Mrs. Clinton would
convey to her hushand what she had heard and the
impressions she had gathered from her meetings
here, and influence the President’s opinion and U.S.
policies toward Pakistan

The killing of two Amerian staffers of the U.S.
consulate in Karachi by unidentified gunmen two
weeks before her visit had embarrassed Pakistan It
was feared that Mrs. Clinton would put off her visit.
That she did not was seen by officals as signaling
Washington's desire for good relations.

The visit cursed much exditement. Although
Mrs. Qlinton holds no public office, her trip was
well covered by the media.

Marry people who did not know rmuch about Mrs.
Clinton sought to axmpare her with the late
Jacqueline Kennedy, who visited Pakistan 33 years
ago.
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Visit to a Bangla Self-Help Project

By ERSHADUL HUQ
DHAKA

: illary Rodham Clinton told poor
h Bangladeshi women on the fourth leg of
her South Asian swing that ‘] believe very
strongly that it is important for women to eam
their own income even when they are masried.”
. The US. First Lady drove to Rishipare, a poor
Hindu settlement 10 kilometers north of Jessore,
lin southwestern Bangladesh, after amiving here
i from Katmandu on Apnil 2. She wanted to see for
| herself how a self-sustaining program of commu-
| nity lending to the poor by the Grameen Bank (lit-
| erally meaning village bank) has lifted hundreds of
thousands of Bangladeshis out of abject poverty to
dignified self-sufhiciency.

By visiting this town in the interior of
Bangladesh, Mrs. Clinton was paying tribute —
not only for herself but also for her for her hus-
band, President Bill Clinton — to a path-brealing
| institution and its creator, Dr. Muhammad Yunus.
| He has become something of a legend in his coun-
| try and has also been praised abroad for his work
| The bank is a private institution completely
I owned by its two million imlpoverished memberx.

Already the envy of leading bankers, its appraach to

i lending has caught on in many countries around

| the world. It has been replicated in President Clin-

I(on'shomstatcofArianminhslupeo(h
Cood faith Fund, started at Pine Buff.

Grameen was also the model for Chiago's

1 South Shore Bank, which is a pioneer of urban

“lopment loans in the U.S. for the deprived

year the United States Congress voled $ 33
t..._.on to help set up Grameen-type small com-
munity enterprises all over the country.

In Rishipara, illiterate women belonging to fam-
ilies of anners got loans from 4,000 taka to 6,000
tala ($100 to $150), which have been used for
incDIme-generating activities like buying livestnck
and poultry, selling milk and eggs, and other vi-
lage businesses. The profits have been enough to
repay the loan with somethirg to spare.

Mrs Clinton said she would go back to work to
eam her own income when her hushand leaves the
office of President

“My hushard is the President of the US, I am
not earning my own income,” she aid. ] started
work when [ was 13 years old and always earned
my own income. There were some years when my
income was more than my hushand's.”

The First Lady said she was was hagpy to leamn
that many of the poor women she has seen, whose
tushands  left them becuce they had brought
were generabng inaxmnes for their &milies.

She 2id she was also gratilfied to leamn that
women, once on the receiving end of sodal and
religgous biases, now had representation in gow
emmat coundls and were imvobved in policy
making. “This is very important and it will benefit
yau in the long nm,” she told them.

Mrs. Clinton was to go to Sri Lanka on Apnl 5
on the (ast leg of her South Adan tour.

Meeting With the Man She’s Named After

By Reulers
KATHMANDU
illary Clinton met on April 2 the man for
whom she is named - mountaineer Sir
Edmund Hillary, the conqueror of

Mount Everest

The wife of US. President Bill Clinton, who is
on a South Asian goodwill tour, was greeted by
Hillary, 75, at Kathrmandu's Tribhuvan Intema-
tional Airport when she artived to take a plane out

of Nepal after a three-day stay.
She flew to Dhaka for a three-day wisit to

Hillary Clinton, 47, told reporters in Nepal that
her mother, Dorothy Rodham, read an article
about Hillary while she was pregnant and that
explained the unusual spelling of her name.

“She read an article in 1947 and that was before
he climbed Everest. So when [ was born, she called
me Hillary and she always told me it was because
of Sir Edrmmund Hillary,” she said

Sir Edmund said it was “sheer coinadence”
that their paths had happened to crass. The soft-
spoken adventurer runs a foundation that builds
schools and clinics in the Himalayas and he had
come to Nepal on a visit

The New Zealander, who dimbed the world's
highest peak in 1953, saying he had done so
“becautse it was there,” noted that Hillary Clin-
ton's fame now exceeded his own.

“In Amenia before, if anybody repgnized the
name Hillary it was aways me, and now they say,
“Oh, you must be a lady,” he said.

Hillary Clinton, whose journey with her her 15-
year-old daughter Chelsea began last week with
Pakistan and India, relaxed on a weekend safari in
Nepal's Royal Chitwan game presesve planned as a
respite from the 12-day tour.

She and Chelsea rode an elephant on an excur-
sion into jungle where rare Bengal tigers roam
and dined by kerosene lantern ata amp with only
one telephone and no electriaity.
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Focus on Nepal Women’s Health

By ASHOK EASWARAN
KATHMANDU

n the third leg of her South Asian journey,

Hillary Rodhamn Clinton devoted her time

in this Himalayan kingdom to health care,
specially for women and children.

She had a packed schedule, with receptions by
King Birendra and Queen Aishwarya, and a meet-
ing with Prime Minister Manmotan Adhikari,
who heads Nepal's first Communist government,
and the city's elite.

Her greatest interest was in women'’s organiza-
tions and projects run by them.

Soon after her arrival, Mrs. Clinton dropped in
at the Kalimati Clinic run by local women and
supported by a volunteer group, American
Women of Nepal, consisting of wives of U.S. diplo-
mats.

Nepal, it could be sold throughout South Asia, offi-
aals said.

The First Lady appeared impressed by the kit In
comversations with health officals, she praised the
women's spirit of enterprise.

“Something like this, as we know around the
world, can make an enormmous difference if it is
available,"she said.

Nepal, one of the poorest countries according to
the World Health Ovganization, suffers from a
high infant mortality rate, largely due to unsafe
birth practices. Nepalese women have a maternal
mortality of about 850 per 100,000, officials here
said.

Mrs. Clinton is the first First Lady to visit Nepal.
She and her daughter, Chelsea, were received at
Kathmandu's Tribhuvan Airport by Queen Aish-
warya and Princess Shruti. Chelsea seemed to hit

Mrs. Clintoa bs
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She inaugrated the distrinstion of a “safe birth
Iat.” Said to be easy to use, it consists of basic
materials needed in the home, where most
Neprlese births ocarr, and is designed to help am-
ily members and traditional birth attendants
insure that the mother and child stay well after

According to officals here, Mrs. Clinton was

pleased that the kits were produced by a comparny
operated by Nepalese women If successful in

versation with her.

Mry. Clinton visited the Dwarila Hoted, owned by
one of Nepal's few women enbreprenam, where
she met women politidans, entreprerers and
leaders of prominent nongovernunental organiza-
tors In a relaxed abnasphere, she listened as
they descnbed their personal experiences in rising
to the top of their professions and the challenges
that women in Nepal faced.

India Abroad
Aoril 11995



Women Actwists Get a
Favorable Impression

By MAYANK CHHAYA
NEW DELHI
iltary Rodham Clinton, on her visit, was
treated to a vaniety of Indian women
selfassured.

Her luncheon meeting with 12 women leaders
may have influenced the First Lady’s perspective
on issues relating to women and children more
than she anticipated.

Some of the womnen at the tuncheon hasted by
Ambassador Frank Wisner at his residence, Roo-
sevelt House, said Mrs. Clinton seemned “very keen
to leam"” and was “amenable” to ideas to which
she had perhaps never been expased.

“She struck me as someone very bright, very
pleasant and very well briefed,” said Mallika Sarab-
hai, one of India’s best-known dancers and chore
ographers, and a publisher.

Sarabhai, who attended the huncheon, told
India Abroad. “The women she met represented a
spedial Indian brand of feminism. They were pro-
gresive and also proud of being wamen.”

Sarabhai said she had told Mrs. Clinton that
Indian cvilimtion had always been comfortable
with and unquestioning of wornen in positions of
power. She went on:

“T told her that unlike in the U.S., men here do
not have any serious problem accepting wormen in
leadership roles. I even pointed out that it was a
pity that in the U.S. men have a problem accept-
ing a wornan as a president. She admowledged
that was indeed a prablem.”

Maylmba*wplmduﬂm
her sincerity and grasp of wornen's issues,” she id

Also, she added, Mrs. Clinton was eager to
incorporate what she leamed from women's
@roups in India in the agenda of the Beijing con-
ference on women later this year,

Mrs. Clinton partiaularty foaused on improving
wormen'’s status through education. She also asked
about the high- school dropout rate among girls.

Asked how she felt Mrs. Clinton had come
acrass, Arunachalam said: “She was very humble
and made it dear that she was here to leam and
not teach. At the same time, she knew what she
was talking about.”

Sarabhai and Arunachalam said they had the
impression that Mrs. Clinton had “enormaus
influence” with President Clinton. They expressed
the hope that her interactions in South Asia, espe-
dally ndia, would translate into polides of sub-
stance toward the region

Sarabhai said she had told the First Lady it was
a pity that to be accepted, she still had to use
“Hillary Rodham Clinton,” not just “Hillary Rod-
ham.* And she voiced the opinion that Mrs. Clin-
ton would make an excellent president.

“An important thing about our meeting was
dntitnﬁ@thelpconedamiwviewt}mm
Ammcans have about women in India® she

“They think we are oppressed and put
dmvn.butltlshrfmnthat.asshemustiwe
found out.”

Arunachalam said Mrs. Clinton had expressed
eagerness o visit southern India in future. There
was some disappointment among southern non-
governmental groups that the First Lady did not
visit them, according to Nandini Azad, also of the
Worldng Women'’s Forum.

Jan Peterson of Groots North America had writ-
ten to Mrs. Clinton asking her to come to Madras
while she was in India.

“The Working Women's Forum is an eample
of grass-roots women iring for the sustain-
able development of their communities and ami-
lies,” said the letter, signed by Peterson and three
other Groots activists.

It descnbed the forum as a contemporary of the
Grameen Bank of Bargladesh (for helping the
poor), which the Clintons have praised and emu-
lated in Arlarsas.

Ansadatam gave Mrs. Clinton a crimson stk
sarfmﬁ\goldmhyworkmad:byd\ehnm

weavery. Sarabhai said the First Lady
had expressed a desire to watch her dance drarma,
*Sita’s Daugiver.”

“She said | must let her know when I pesform it
in New York.” Sarabhai added.

Others at the huncheon were Margaret Aha,
Minister for Parsonnel and Parlamentary Aflairs
film maker Mira Nair; Shabhana Bharatiya of The
Hindustan Thmnes, Urvashi Butalia of the publish-
ing house Kali for Women, and activists Ranjara
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Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto walks with Hillary Ro™ ™  4g¢ges, attended a reception yesterday in Lahore. Earlier, the first I
Clinton and Chelsea Clinton after the three. all wearing Pa ! spoke ata business schoolto urge a greater role for women. Story, At
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s. Clinton Discusses Women's Issues with Pakistan's Bhutto

X Photos ISL102, XISL103
py NANCY BENAC= Associated Press Writer=

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) Meeting as one tough woman to another, Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto pledged a mutual
determination Sunday to help women improve their lot in life.

One on one and in public, two of the world's best-known women displayed
what appeared to be a genuine kinship as Mrs. Clinton began her 12-day tour of
South Asia with a trip to the prime minister's sprawling white hillside
residence.

“*I know that much remains to be done in every society, in both of our
countries, to ensure that women assume their rightful place and are given the
opportunities to exercise their rights, but I am very optimistic by what I see
happening in the world,'' Mrs. Clinton said at a five-course luncheon for
prominent women hosted by the prime minister.

The Harvard-educated Mrs. Bhutto said her government is making a frontal
assault on institutional discrimination against women in our society.''

Neither woman is without her share of critics, however, and Mrs. Bhutto
wryly took note of that when she told Mrs. Clinton, "~ “women who take on tough
issues and stake out new territory are often on the receiving end of
ignorance. I can personally attest to that.''

She added: ~~“You are both tough and a great leader.''

The opulence of the prime minister's residence and the prominence of her
women guests businesswomen, politicians, judges and doctors among them stood
in stark contrast to the place of most impoverished Pakistani women.

Bhutto's critics say her government has failed to live up to her lofty

rds and that there has been no significant progress in improving the

“uation of women in this male-dominated society. Many Pakistanis also are
aisappointed in her failure to revive a stagnant economy and contain violence
and corruption.

““Mrs. Bhutto has been an incompetent leader and her government is having
a negative effort on most Pakistanis, especially women,'' said Abida Hussein,
an opposition leader who was not among those included in the prime minister's
luncheon.

Setting such criticism aside, the first lady and Mrs. Bhutto sought to
emphasize the positive, including Pakistan's efforts to reserve government
jobs for women, establish a women's development bank, set up special women's
police stations and train women health-care workers.

Meeting with Mrs. Clinton privately before the luncheon, Mrs. Bhutto
previewed the broader agenda she will bring to Washington when she meets with
President Clinton next month, restating Pakistan's longstanding refusal to
sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, aides said.

Publicly, the two kept their focus on the needs of women and children.

Renewing a theme she has voiced often in recent days, Mrs. Clinton argued
that by investing in women and girls, ~“We invest in men, we invest in the
future, we invest in our society.''

The magnitude of the challenge facing women differs sharply between the
United States and Pakistan. Where women in the United States want more
opportunities for advancement in the work world, many Pakistani women lack
access to basic health care, education and family planning and are allowed
only limited participation in society.

Since most Pakistani girls marry in their teens and bear an average of
-ix children families often put low priority on seeing that that girls are
ucated, focusing instead on preparing them for housework. Only about 25

p-fcent are literate.

The first lady and her daughter, Chelsea, also paid a visit Sunday to the
Faisal Mosque, an airy and looming white structure built in the 1970s to
showcase Pakistan's Islamic identity.

The first lady's visit was meant to send a political statement as well as
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Hillary Clinton meets with Pakistani leader
By “NWAR IQBAL=

,LAMABAD, March 26 (UPI) Visiting U.S. first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
ar.. Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto on Sunday expressed their hopes
that women will be able to find a more prominent role in society.

Mrs. Clinton is in Pakistan on the first leg of her 10-day tour of five
South Asian nations.

““When you invest in women and girls, you are investing in society,'' the
U.S. first lady said in response to Bhutto's welcoming remarks at a reception
at the prime minister's official residence.

Bhutto echoed Mrs. Clinton's sentiments, saying Islamabad has opened
““(all-women) banks, police stations run by women and is encouraging women to
come forward in non-conventional sectors.''

The two also spoke of their dreams for a world where women and children
enjoy a better life.

““When I spoke at the world population summit in Cairo (last year), I
spoke of a society where every pregnancy is planned and every child is
nurtured, loved and supported,'' said Bhutto.

Bhutto said Islamabad is training thousands of female health workers to
visit villages and towns to educate rural women, in an effort to implement her
vision of a well-planned family.

When ~““we invest in our children, we are saying our future is worth
while,'' Mrs. Clinton added. She emphasized the need for the creation of
a society ~“blessed with full range of opportunities.'!

The two also traded compliments. Bhutto told Mrs. Clinton Pakistan is
utterly fascinated by your heroic efforts to redefine the role of women in the
United States;”~~ the U.S. first lady responded by calling the Pakistani
1l Yer's role in politics ''a beacon for all of us. "~

uring their brief remarks, Bhutto and Mrs. Clinton discussed the
di.ficulties women face in society. Bhutto spoke of a double standard,
quoting former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher: ~“When a women is
tough, she is strident while when a man is touch, he is a great leader.'!'

Bhutto drew chuckles when she told Mrs. Clinton that the Pakistani press
says her husband, Asif Zardari, is Pakistan's de facto prime minister. ~“As
the first lady, you can appreciate it is not true,'' said Bhutto.

““As a political spouse, I have a great sense of identity with him,'' Mrs.
Clinton responded.

Rk k& filed by:UPI-(--) on 03/26/95 at 09:37EST *%#&%
*#%%* printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 03/27/95 at O08:35EST #**%#%
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The First Daughter’s
Passage Through India

By Molly Moore
Washavgton Post Forengd Service

AGRA, India, March 30
c helsea Clinton at the Taj
Mahal:

“When [ was little, this
was sort of the embodiment of
the fairy-tale palace for me. |
would see pictures of it and
would dream | was a princess or
whatever. Now that I'm here,
it's spectacular.”

Chelsea’s fairy tale today

quickly and briefly exploded into
her mom’s press secretary’s big-
gest nightmare.

The press—horrors—wanted
to guote the first daughter’s re-
action to ona of the world'’s best-
known landmarks. No, absolutely
not, declared the protective
press secrétary, Lisa Caputo.
Chelsea doesn't give interviews,
doesn’t answer questions and
isn't quoted in the press. Even-

8eo CHELSEA, D2, Col. 4

Chelsea
In India

CHELSEA, From D1

tually, under protest, she relented.
This once, she said.

Despite White House characterua-
tions to the contrary, Chelsea Clinton
is having samething of a caming-out
party on a 12-day sweep across the
subcoatinent with her mother. She

stands attentively and anfidently at .
the first lady’s side at almost every .

event,
She auddled babdes with Mom at
Mother Teresa’s arphanage; she sat

beside Mom in 2 hot village square and '

Iistened to a poor Paldstani woman re-
late the woes of having 10 children;

insightful and informed questions.

In fact, on a crefully staged trip in
which Hillary Clinton's afficial schedule
revolves around women's and chil-
dren’s issues, Chelsea Clinton may be
the most interesting untold story.

The Clintons have been rigorous in
keeping their 15-year-old daughter out
of the spollight in an effort to allow her
as normal a childhood as passible.

On this trip, the ameras have fol
lowed every move of both mother and
daughter, and Caputo has issued strict
instnuctions for American coverage of

*' Chelsea. When she’s with her mother,

the events are on the record and can
be reported. When she’s not with her
mother, the - “~a traveling on the

As a result, the local press in New
Deiid can repart that Chelera was seen
at a popular local restaurant one night
with students from the American
school there, but repusters traveling
on the plane annot.

But far more impartant and interest-

- ing is Chelsea’s gymbolic role: a young
woman with a bright future standing

edge of Islam. At the Red Fort in La-
hore, Pakistan, she retained minute
historica) details that she Iater relayed
to less attentive adults in the White
House party.

In Islamabad, she joined her mother

. at a hmch bosted by Prime Minister—
#t. Bepazir Bustto becnge Hillary Chintan

said she'd always hoped Chelses would—
be able to meet Bhutto; the first lady—
said she amsiders the Palastani leader—
a strong rolemodel. ey P
. The trip has also demmnsirated a*.
mother-daughter relationship-between--
Hillary and Chelsea Clinton that would
appear to be the envy of any mother:
They are respectful and attentive to
each other_and seem to genuinely en-:,
joy each other’s compary, -

Still, tarnagers will be teenagers the--
world over, What do inquiring young-
Indian girls with straight dark hair
waat to know about Chelsea? F

Are her amly blond locks real

permed?
Answer: T’ )rul.

!!"‘%
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South Asia’s problems

overwhelm the senses
But Mrs. Clinton likely to be shielded

By Ben Barber

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

It is unlikely that Hillary Clin-

ton on her March 24-April 6

trip will pierce the veil of re-

ligion, poverty and culture
that keeps close to a billion South
Asian women and children in pov-
| erty.

Despite attempts in Pakistan
and India to shield Mrs. Clinton
from the stench of poverty, most
Westerners need but the drive
from the airport into town to notice
that people have torn .and filthy
clothing, children lack shoes or
suffer from untended illness and
emaciated cows graze on weeds.

And when a woman from the
prosperous kingdom of Thailand
first visited Nepal a few years ago,
within half an hour she turned to
me and said: “What kind of a king
do these people have? Doesn't he
know how they live?”

A few months later an uprising
restored democracy and left the
king a constitutionally limited

1 monarch - :

After nearly three decades of
visits to Pakistan, India, Nepal,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka — many
of them as a reporter for U.S.
newspapers — I have seen pic-
tures of human misery that sur-
Jpass imagination: mutilated beg-
gar children exposing their
deformities for the profit of what
is basically a beggarpimp; open
fields where the entire village
goes to defecate each moming;
and young children turning lathes
in the carpenter shop or scrubbing
pots with black mud by the public
| tap.

There are bright spots in the
picture. In Bangladesh, a Dhaka
reporter told me of a meeting

where an old, poor woman had
stood up to criticize the agricul-
ture minister and demand im-
proved services.

“I had never seen a woman of
her caste speak to the authorities
like that,” recalled the Ban-
gladeshi reporter. “Something had
given her the courage and
strength to do it”

He found she belonged to a
group linked to the Bangladesh
Rural Advancement Committee
(BRAC), which had organized
40,000 villagers back in the middle
1980s.

BRAC worked with the poorest
of the poor, landless laborers, and
offered free literacy classes. They
helped villagers form groups that
paid for one member to be trained
as a medic, another as a farmer
and a third as a weaver. When the
medic returned, he or she treated
the group for free and charged the
rest of the village, using the pro-
ceeds for medicine.

Landowners who lost their
source of cheap labor as the group
found they could rent ‘land and
grow their own crops, attacked the
members as communists and
drove them from their mosque.
Among their supposed offenses
was giving womenan equal voice.

In Peshawar, Pakistan, where
the women wear black burkas cov-
ering them from head to.toe, I
asked students at the university
what they — presumably the more
educated elements in society —
thought about women’s rights.

They had little sympathy for
their sisters. At age 8 the girls are
pulled out of school and thereafter
remain inside the family com-
pound. “They are like a dog,” said
one student. “They look out the
window and that is all they cando”
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Babes in arms

On the second leg of her 12-day goodwill tour of South Asla, Hillary Rodham Clinton and her daughter,
Chelsea, tour Mother Teresa’s orphanage in New Delhi, India, where they eagerly cradled and rocked two
bables in pink dresses. Sister Priscilla (right) was their guide yesterday as Mother Teresa was in Vietnam.
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o REUTEA
Hillary Rodham Clinton end daughter Chelsea meet children and chat with
one of the nuns at an orphanage run by Mother Teresa.

A Tour of Newer Delhi

Clean Teams Precede Clintons’ Motorcade

By Molly Moore
Wuhingtoo Pust Farega Savie

DELHI, March 28—Yesterday,
anonymous visitors walked a dusty,
garbage-strewn lane to reach Moth-
er Teresa's orphanage in the heart
of Old Delhi.

Today, first lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton strolled down a newly paved
road to visit the same orphanage.

Call it the Santizing of South
Asta, Wherever the first lady goes,
the governmeats of some of the
poarest patiogs in the world are a
few hours ahead—paving roads,
gnmﬁagmg garbage dumps, clear-

.ing urban streets of cows and shov-
eling sewage and dung.

Members of Mrs. Ciinton’s ad-
vance party and U.S. embagsy staffs

have been marveling at the new,
inproved Pakistan and India that
have emerged in the few days be-
tween their scouting tours and the
arrival of the first lady and daughter
Chelsea on their five-nation tour.
When the Clinton motorcade
whisked through the Pakistani
countryside yesterday, a long fence
of brightly colored fabric shielded it
from a sprawling, smoldering gar-
bage dump where children combed
through trash and several poor fam-
ilies bad built huts from scraps of
ardbaard, rags and plastic. .

At Burld, a middledass village

outside the eastern city of Lahore

where Mrs. Clinton visited a schood-

and bealth dlinic, workers dug out
8ee INDIA, B8, Col 1
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WHEN IN PAKISTAN ... -

ey

Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto walks with Hlllal'y Rodham dresses, attended a rmptm yestarday in Lahore. Ear"er'-m‘o ﬂmlwy

Clinton and Chelsea Clinton after the three, all wearing Pakist

spoke at a business school to urge a greater role for women. Story, A13. |
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Islamabad

In Hillary's visit,

history to
repeat itself

By Ishtiaq Ahmad

I[SLAMABAD - It was March 26,
1964, when Jackoline Kennedy, the
then first lady of the United States, had
visited Pakistan. She was presented a
black borse by Field Marshal Ayub

Khan, and the Goverdorof West Paki-

stan had hosted a dinner in her honour.
She was accompanied by her sister.
Coincidentally, Hillary Rodham
Clinton, the first lady of the US today,
will visit Pakistan on the same date 31
years after Jackoline's visit. The Pun-
jab Governor will host a dinner in her

lawyers, Hillary, 47, is the only first
lady in the US history to have had a
prestigious professional career as well-
established as her husband's at the
time of his election to the presidency.
(Before becoming presideat, Mr
Clinton was Governor of the Arkansas
state).

She was included oothe listof Ameri-
ca’s most powerful lawyers in recog-
nition of her membership on corporate
boardsand herrecord as senior partner
atan Arkansas law firm where she was
an“innovative liogator,” say s ooe lead-
ing American journalist Garry Wills.

honour. Whetheror
not Prime Minister
Benazir Bbutto
plans togift Hillary
any horse, maybe
from amongst her
husband Zardan's
grand collection of R
world's most ex- SRS
pensive horses, is I
not yet clear. §
Hillary will be ac-.§
companied by her
oaly daughter Chel- 8
sea. ;

Ever since Bill |
Clinton's takeover °
ofthe White House,
Hillary bas re-
mainedquite acon- &
uoversial figure in Amaria. She bas
been criticised for acting frequently as
the de facto Presideat of the United
States.

Some argue that President Clinton
has uken many of his drastic domestic
reforms dacmunrmch-n-&mw':
taining to bealth-care, restoration of
farily values, under the influence of
his wife. Others say thaf she has every
right to do so for being the first lady,
the fact that the majoxity of the Ameri-
can people had voted for the persoa of

‘Clinton oot his wife in clections that

brought Clinton to powarnotwitheandurg.
~Farily. work and ‘public service,
Hillary says, are three elements of the
balance of lifeshe seeks. It'sa goal she
apparently continues to achieve in ber
role as Presideat Clinton's closest ad-
visor, stroag advocate of women's and
children’s rights, defeader of the arts,
and activist foc social and educarional
reforms.

Twice named to the Natioaal Law
lounnl s list of Amena s 100 best

re sitlont

Hillary has spo-
..-'34 ken out on a range
- 7 of prionity issues for
Americans and has
' been described as
i "“'the mostimportant
White House advi-
b sor ort domestic is-
*sues.” Upon taking
office. Mr Clinton
' madc health-care
el one of his highest
i prionities and ap-
pointed berto head
‘,‘ his task force on na-
-r--‘. tional health-care
S reforms.

Hillary Clinton
has also been ac-
tive in the intema-
tional arcaa and has ravelled with the
US peesident on most: of his trips
abroad, including Russia, France, Ja-
pan, Germany and the Philippines.

In South Asia, she will visit Paki-
stan, India and Sri Lanka Her daugh-
ter Chelsea, 16, in the words of Hillary
herself, is “somcone who is very much
partof whatwe do and in the concerns
we share. She had a very good adjust-
ment to living in the White House.
Bom on Ocwober 26, 1947, Hillary

" entered Wellesley College, near Bos-

ton, Massachusets, where she ma-
jored in Political Scieace. She then

-enrolled in Yale Law Scbool, in New ..

Haven, Coanecticut While at Yale,
she met Bill Clintoa.

Margaret William, chie( of staff for
the first lady, says, “ Hillary encour-
ages everyooe to give their opinion.
She does not like people tip-toing
around her. She is clear that it’s impor-
tant that people tell ber what is work-
ing. It'seven more impartant that peo-
ple tell her what is not working. "
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Looking around

. A chance for America

he extent of Pakastary elite's

self-imposed dependence on

the US power structure is

being illustrated in gross de-
tail as the date for our elected prime
munister's tour of the land of Uncle
Sam approaches nearer. In all fair-
ness to the present set of our rulers,
however, it must be recogrused that
the hullabaloo is in this case being
raised more by the non-governing
sections of the elite, particularly the
print media, than by the government
itself. The result has been that all of
Ms Bhutto's seemingly conscious ef-
forts at projecting her forthcoming
visit in a more respeciable framework
of bilateral relations between two
sovereign states, have been of no
avail.

No, we cannot possibly underrate
the epochal significance of the prime
minister of Pakistan actually having
lunch—in person—with President
Bill Clinton—n the White House—on
April whatever Hurray! The do is still
on; nothing to worry about. Even the
killing of two Americans in Karachi

ot changed that Thank God for

«d let's also pray that none of His

( (or otherwise) befalls in the in-

. .m to cast even the hint of a

shadow on the grand event Let's also

hope that, unlike the trivial mix-up at

the time of General Zia's trip to

Washingron, President Clinton gets

the name of Prime Minister Bhutto's
oountry right

After all, with so much of democ-
racy going around, who would blame
the ever-cheerful Mr Clinton if he
were to turm around and ask Ms
Bhutto how things were back home
in Hong Kong? We have not intended
to draw a connection here between
Karachi and Hong Kong, nor would
that possibly be the case with Presi-
dent Hillary, oops, Bill Clinton. Nev-
ertheless, talking of Karachi, we still
need to keep our fingers crossed.
“The World's News Leader”, yes, who
else but the CNN, continues to refer
to the city where they shot dead two
Americans, as the capital of Paldstan.
The only consolation is that news
would at times refuse to be led by the
nose, even by this leader

At any rate, the present writer
hereby invokes the democratic li-
cence o oulrageousness in 'suggest-
ing that the United States should be

~re excited than Pakistan at the
pect of Ms Bhutto's visit there.

¢'s audacity in stating this would

&. fully make some sense as we
\fgced below to clarify it. The up-
shot of the case is that the United
States needs Pakistan more than we
need them today. We would even go

so far as to state. with full sense ot re-
sponsibility, that a soong and stable
Pakistan can offer the only viable
guarantee for the continued politico-
economic relevance of the Uruted
States—together with Britain, Rus-
sian and to a lesser extent France—
to the entire Muslim stretch between
South Asia, Central Asia. the Middle
East and North Africa.

The tragedy of the moment lies
not as much in any Western inability
to appreciate this key importance of
Paldstan as in this country’s own fail-
ure to claim the unique posiion. Hav-
ing said that, however, it must also be
noted that although the West does
seem to have a broad realisation of
Paldstan's potential in this regard, the
former is anything but either helping
or encouraging the latter to play its
due role. Consequently, the historic
opportunity is slipping away. Nor is it
an opportunity without an attendant
challenge of stability for much of the
Muslim world, including Pakistan.

Thus, even as any number of for-
mal policy statements by Washington
in recent days have gratefully ac-
Imowledged Islamahad’s *moderating
tnfluence” on other Muslim countries,
the United States continues to jeop-
ardise this very role of Pakistan. That
Is being done through overt as also
covert means, both adding up not
only to a debilitating effect on Pak-
istan’s current ability to play its de-
sirable role in the Muslim world but
also, in effect, to hastening the pro-
cess of instability in this entire re-
gion.

Although the present US agenda
for Pakistan is much too multifarious
for it to be treated exhaustively in
these columns, it is at once stiking
how has somehow man-
aged to delude itself into believing
that the moderate character of this

country (and not just of the present
government which it values so much)
can withstand all demands and pres-
sures of immoderation.

Unlike the totalitadian ‘Islam’ of
Saudi Arabia at one end and the sec-
ulansm of Turkey at the other, both
of which have been enforced from
above, the lslamic moorings of Pak-
istan have been put in place by the
people of this land as a mager of free
choice at the time of independence
from the British colonial empire.

- And, as democratic mandates usually

go, it wis a deliberate decision in
favour of moderation as represented
in the person of the undisputed
leader, the Quaid-e-Azam. The same
ethos has time and again been reat-
firmed by the Muslim masses of Pak-
istan at election time.

Ghani Jafar

This essential identity of the Pak-
iSlalu nation 1s a sine qua Non not
only of stability within the country
but also. proceeding {rom the same
basis. of Pakistan's exercising a
healthy. moderating influence on the
Muslim world. There really is no
basic contradiction between the de-
mands on this count and the (pre-
sumable) Western desire of averting
anarchy in the volatile Muslim region
between South Asia and North Africa.
It is just that the framework of a com-
mon agenda for the purpose has to
be clearly defined, understood and
fully respected by both sides. That is
necessary not only to set out the ex-
tent but also the ground rules, so to
speak, of a partnership which Pak-
istan has to offer and which is, quite
clearly, the only feasible option avail-
able to the West,

We can for the present dispense
with an account of the potential. As
already suated, Washington does ap-
pear mindful of it. However, it is the
converse side of the donts which
needs to be emphasised. That takes
us back to the inherently moderate
character of this nation which must
not be abused one way or the other

In other words, it Is an equally
grave mistake to promote religious
extremism through the sectarian
strife as it is to employ Pakistan as an
insrument of the Western militaristic
agenda in the Muslim world. Both
can backfire and, apart from desta-
billsing this country, e exercise a
disruptive influence on the Muslim
lands much beyond Pakistan's fron-
tiers. As in this case, a pivotal posi-
tion can be made to work either way.

That is the threshold on which the
foundations of a new relationship be-
tween Pakistan and the West ouglt to
be raised if a meaningful beginning
toward underwriting stability in the
Muslim world is genuinely intended.
The inclusion of this caveat of sup-
position is necessitated by Washing-
ton's continued adherence to the self-
inflicting blueprint of antagonising
Muslim peoples as being exemplified
even now through the so<called “dou-
ble-containment® policy on Iran, not
to mention the embargoes on Iraq
and Libya.

Nevertheless, one can only hope
that the new political wave within the
United States to reclaim that great
nation's interests from whosoever
has been holding them hostage,
would come to prevail before the
world is pushed into an avoidable re-
ligious conflagration of unprece-
dented magnitude.

.-\:s‘lpr Yajusan. the dilemma of
the US in transcon has already been
brought to the fore through the si-
multareous weriang of two conflict-
Ing tracks. On the one hand, Wash-
Inglon has of late shown a
remarkable understanding of [slam-
abad's secunity concerns as also of
this country's "moderate” character.

gr; S:.lhbej &me:riom %czyr\dnues to
num -
bilising inﬂuenc:.w iy
However, given the larger stakes
nvolved in s strength and
stab}lity. there is no room for such
am_bgm!ence. Nor does the fast radi-
calising situation in lasge parts of the
Mushm world, not excluding Pakistan
itself, allow much time. It is thus that
the forthcoming sisit of the Pakistani
prime minister to the United States
offers a landmark chance—not in
terms of a photo opportunity for Ms
Bhutto. but for America to translate
the pivotal importance of Pakistan
Into a mutually respectable partner-

ship for peace and stability
o ty in the
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI

O many women
in oo manv countries
speak the same language

of silence.

My grandmother was always sil-
ent-

always aggrieved-

only her husband had the cosmic
right

(or so it was said)

to speak and be heard.

These thoughts led a Delhi col-
lege girl to pen them in the form
of a poem, very aptly named Sile-
nce. So moved was US First
Lady Hillary Clinton that she
chose to recite it at a meeling
organised by the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation here on Wednesday.

The poem. by
21 ycar-old Anasuya Sengupta,

1 year student pursuing a de-

; 1 Economics at Lady Shri

N College. is not about things

>t or mundane ~ it encapsu-

lates, in very simple but haunting

effec tive words, the plight of the
Indian woman.

Anasuya was part of the select
audience which had gathered at
Jawahar Bhavan to listen to Ms
Clinton. ‘SKe could not believe

; her ears when the US First Lady
started reciting her poem. *‘I had
a feeling that she would use exce-
rpts from my poem in ber spe-
ech, but I never thought she

{ would read out the entire

poem,”* she gushed.

The words that swayed Ms Cli-

nton were not a result of any
painstaking effort by the young
poctess. These were the spontan-
cous outpouring of a woman dis-
turbed by the poor status of
women in society. **We had deci-
ded to invite Ms Clinton to our
college during her visit to the
country. But the plan fell thro-
ugh and our principal, Ms Meena-
kshi Gopinath, hit upon the idea
of presenting her a memento in-
stead,”’ Anasuya said, adding, ']
was requested to write a poem
- *he US First Lady as a souve-

ughter of an IAS officer,

A(  ya has had an affinity with
worus since her childhood. ‘‘My
‘ works have been published in qu-
| ite a few magazines, especially
penodicals catering to child-

} ren.”” she mentioned. Her talent
* in penning off her thoughts came
io the fore at the annual poetry

_cnm.n:mmn_ozganm:i by the cul-

Girl’s poem moves Hillary

1/]aking a point in silence, eloquently

oo

3':’
7 3

-A beamlng Anasuya Sengupta with Dr Meenakshi Gopinath, the principal of Lady Shri Ram College,
New Delhi. Express photo by Sanjay K Sharma

tural division of the British Coun-
cil. She was the youngest
contributor for two consecutive
years~ 1993 and 1994.

The young poetess attributes
her way with words to her par-
ents. *‘My mother is a noted wri-

ter. playwright and educationist.

In fact, she is one of the few pe-
ople in India who have written
plays in English,’" she claimed.
adding that her father, even tho-
ugh a bureaucrat, was a director
of plays.

**l would attnbute her versati-
lity to her genetics. circumsta-

nces and the college.
atmosphere,’’ remarked a proud
Dr Meenakshi Gopinath, pnnci-
pal of Lady Shri Ram College,
about her student. Her words
were not wide off the mark. Ana-
suya was adjudged the best all-ro-
und student of the college for the
year 1994-95.
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Grameen Bank offers lessons
we can learn,says Hillary

WASHINGTON, Apr 1: First
lady Hillary Qlinton's upcoming
visit to five South Asian countries
is for the purpose of Vaming as
much as she possibly can abow
the kinds of issucs she has always
cared abowt, human issucs,” says
USIS.

In an intervicw this week on
CNN's “Late Edison®, Mss. Clinton
said, 1 want to see some of the
programmes that they are doing
there trying to help children and
women and very poor people pull
themseives up, take opportunity
bv giving it to them through
credit and other approaches, and
sec what [ can learn.* She said she
is paruculady interested in the
Grameen Bank (n  Bangladesh
which extends aedit primarily to
women, and these women then
are able to uke better are of

themselves by establishing small .

businesses.

Following are excerpts of an
unoffidal oanscript of Mrs. Qlin-
ton's Interview: .

CNN: A year ago you were on
the Hill championing the cause of
haith care reforro here in the
United States. Now you'rc five
days away from leaving on this
major trip to Asla, to India, Paki-
stan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri
Lanka. What is the first lady up to?

Mrs. Qintoa: Well, I think if's
all pretty much the same kinds of
ssucs that I've always cared about
now for more than 25 years, and
that | guess you could dosaibe
are the human issues. | mcan,
what do we do to make surc that

children have healthy futures and
they get the eduation they nced?
And that ccraainly is what ! tried
to do promodng health care, be
cause | was particularty con-
cemed about children. And what
I'm hoping Is that not oaly here at
home but abroad that all of us will
recognise that as we mowve into
this global economy, we have ta

Sce also page 3

be very consdous and aware of
what we are doing or not doing
on behalf of our chiidren and
other vulnerable people.

CNN: Why Asia?

Mrs. Clinton: Well, the State
Deparunent and the administra-
tion are very. hopeful thatourres
laons with South Asia, the five
countrics that 'm going to be vis-
ling, will contdnue to be

_sucngthcncd. This is an Important

part of the world strategically.
There’s a lot at stake for the entire
world. There are a lot of Amenil:
can Interesty at stake. We've had a
number of successful trips there
already by Secremry Browm and
Seaeary Oflecary promoting
business. And [ think that the
president feels that this Is a2 pan
of the word that nceds our atten-

. tion, and I was delighted to be

asked to go to talk about some of
these human issues.

CNN: Now, you have said on
many occasions, and you re
pcated It recently in Copenhagen
and New York, in one way or an-
other, that women in many socie
tes around the world have been

...80 what exacdy are you hop-
lng to accomplish? Are you going
10 go over thare and ratde thetr
ages, if you will, to say, you
know, “Cange the way your so
Cletles wark”?

Mrs. Qinton: No.

CNN: What are you bying to
do? L

Mrs. Qliaton: No, not at all. 'm
going to leam as much as | possk
bly can abour wha: Is being done
there, what they are doing to help
themselves. There are some woa-
darful programs in all five of these
countries that are almed at giving
women the educaiton they oced.
the skills that they require to take
care of themselves and thetr fami-
lies. 'm pardculady intcrested (n
the Grameen Bank in Banghdesh
which extends cre it primarily to

See Page 16 Col 4
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When President Bill Clinton was Governor of
Arkansas, he met Muhammad Yunus, founder of the
Grameen (rural) Bank, a revolutionary Bangladeshd
organisation that extends credit primarily to
women who wish to establish small business.

Yunus' scheme was so simple and compelling
that Clinton decided that the Grameen system
would benefit businesses in southern Arkansas,
which had been hard hit by declining jobs in agni-
culture and Industry.

And carlier this month in Copenhagen at the UN
World Summit on Soclal Development, Hillary
Rodham Clinton reported that the Grameen Bank

Here and There
Why Grameen Bank
fascinated Clintons

“has not only -

improved the Immedi- ' oS
ate circumstances of 8 A A A3
thousands of familics, KNSR 1"'_"-,'- R

it has also fostered a
greater sense of pur-
pose and community
among the people.
The bank belicves that
if you give people
access to credit and
ask them to take
responsibility, In
return they will
achleve greater eco-
nomic and sodal inde-
pendence,’ Mrs.
Qlintoa said
Muhammad Yugous
belicves that “credit is
a humaa right and the
poor are your best f5
credit risk.” The non-
profit Grameen Bank
provides small loans
to the poorest women ¥
in rural areas In [ -« 0% )
. The bank | =i AW A

residents in Chicago's minority neighborhoods.

The Arkansan programme, which Is known as
the good faith fund, now supports new and cxisting
local business in small towns in southem Arkansas.
In addition, Grameen-based projects and hundreds
of other micro enterprise businessey are bettering
American communities in 44 states and the District
of Columbia.

According to Julla Vindasius, executive director
of Arkansas’s good faith fund, the US version of
Grameen Bank finances primarily local retail and
service-oriented businesses: truckers, beauticians,
auto repair, furniture upholstering and building
enterprises, small gro-
cery stores, lawn care
businesses and pho-
tographers.

Women who obuin
loans can work In the
home as samaresses,
cafters, catayers, laun-
-] dresses, music teach-
ers and child care
givers.

The US-based
Grameen projects arc
also tackling the tech-
nological challenges of
the 20th century by
sponsoring computer-
4 oriented enterprises
and p!
|1 la technology and
management.
*Business training has
el probably been one of
=& the key Innovation
(of) American pro-
grammes,” Vindaslus
says. But desplte dif-
‘] ference of approach,

was made in December 1976 for approximately 250
US dollar to assist 15 people. There were no written
coamacs.

Now, 19 years later, Grameen Bank operates In
more than half the villages of Bangladesh, serving 2
millioa borrowers with more thaa 1,000 branches.
The average laan is 100 dollars, a considaable sum
in Bangladesh. The payback rate is 98 per cent.

As a result of the Yunus-Clinton meeting, the
Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation asked the
Sharebank Corporatdon of Chicago to belp areate a
ncw bank holding company in Arkansas modelied
oa the Grameen system. Shorebank had been the
spaasor of the first US Gramern community devel-
opment programme which was designed to help

also lends to farmers s
and Bshcrmen. These rural women striving to change their lot grammes around the

Gramean's first loan through Grameen Bank loan.

Gramcen pro-

-Independent world all share the
peergroup burrowing principle. If any member of a
group defaults, no membar can cver agzin borrow
from the bank. By getting borrowers to monitor
cach other, Gramern has consistently been able to
recover about 98 per cent of its loans.

On March 24, Hillary Rodham Clinton began the
most extensive. good will trip to South Asia by a US
first lady In ncarly two decades. Her two-week jour-
ney will focus on hurmaniarian issues in Pakistan,
[ndia, Nepal, Bangladesh andSri lanka.

ln. each country, Mrs. Clinton will meet with
women representatives of government and non-
govermment organisations (NGOs9), religious institu-
tions, education, business and the arts.

-USIS feature
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Mrs Clinton's trip

" Hillary Rodham Clinton's visit to Bang]adesh
comes at a time when the country’s women are
engaged in an uphill battle against the forces of
| obscurantism. A group of elements has Just
called for a ban on the activities of NGOs, and
that is a sure sign that there are people in this
soclety who obviously feel threatened at the
/| etosion of theit authority Many of the NGOs
have over the years done a-remarkable job in
. | transforming the lives of Bangladesh’s women.

| That basically has been an injection of the spirit

-+ of independence and confidence in women who,
.- '|inanearlier time. wcrc oondcmned tolife without

'1v~

thmgpltvdy o)
.. | Mrs Clintons particular expcrience wil] be'
' 2ommgt a country whose politics is dominated
" women. The hereditary bit apart a.good
e mcasurc of ctedit must go to the nation's prime -
¢ | minister and the leader.of the oppositon for the *
7 fief ooutage with which, ¢ festored the base
ACY - &

::‘ .'!lq!,"dg.n]“ at 38 *'- o . 3“' .‘;-_';-, —“‘1
, : :‘:-ji' c‘i‘af S 3 3?‘611 : ’u’b"scnre ADdYCti
"+ ’+Iishe must remember that not Jong ago, a feminist

- bwriter was forced. into exile by . elementa not’
~ . | taking kindly to her ‘expression of opinion. In
this coﬁntry. ‘womeén have been stoned in
- - | medieval fashion. Mrs Chnton will be fold the
! oo?z? of Noor Jahan. If her attentlon holds, oné |
LD d tcll hcr Ehe. tragic § taIee arising qut'of.the
..::i__.‘)‘j,..'_',‘: TR by thetrealth of

" el ‘thetr in-aws: IR PR
~i v 1 The wife orBiﬁCIln ongowbcyoﬁd{hemere
. . | calling of the ‘politically ‘ceremonial. She has
5 Y appredated the: vafue of the individualistic
2o Ss o[ Which Irw?:y “her Visit comes
7 v Peubstance, We w‘dcome“tﬁ Us first hg?!ore
e B hnpanmuf.wecheerthe ofapctsonwho
+ knowswhere she starids on the lssues. .~ =

y—
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Hillurv Clinton lalkmg with Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia beforr the dinner

NN

hosted hy the Prime Mmuler at her Hare Road omce in honour of the US Firet Lady

on Muylm' S
Hllla

' visits NGO prolects in Jessore

,.US to give aid for Spreacul‘"

-
-
-

of female ?ducatl

I’ANCIII"MIUA Uusorv_l A

: The visiting US First 1ady
Ms Hillary Rodham Clinton
discloscd here today that the
Unitced Stales had a plan to cx-
tend Assistance to Bangladesh
to spread femalke educatian.

nlkln to BSS Ma Clinton.

her saUsfaction ovv..r
lhc lcvel o[ warencsy ©
wonen in 1 'f‘;d csh,”

Earlicr, Clinton wa-
greeted by thousands of peo
of the adjofning villnges as shc
cntered the premise of Panch-
baria- B.nlldnn a Govcrnmcnl
I'rimary Sc

Staic Minister for Womcen
and Children Affairs Ms - Sar-
wari Rahman and
rimary and Mass Education
Divisfon Kaxt ~Rakibuddin
Ahmed recetved the US Hrsl
Lady at the uhool lc 45
Clinton. entered sch 00
where Food-for- Educ..\llon P
rmme had been introduced!
r:sl ycar, students welcomed
her with physical tmining dis-
play and songs.

Ms Sarwart Rnhrmm and
Kazi Rakibuddin bricfed Ms
Clinton aboul thc favourabk:
impact of the food-for-educa-
tion programme 1o reduce
dropouts and fncrease cnrol-
ment in primary schools. She
was told that a family having
two school-going children and
belonging 1o underprivilleed
sections of socicty are given 20
K¢ wheat a month while a fam-
ily with onc¢ school-going c¢hild
s tiven 15 kg wheat & month
aut of ot total Al 3K7 stuedeaie nf

°' £ nlrodubcff her

Sccrelary

At

? Shc mowd frorn one cla:.s of

the schoo! to another and

talked frecly with the students.
Later, Ms Clinton tdgcther

with her daughter Chelsca went |

to the adjoining Panchbaria
Sccondxuy Glrll High School
:omcumc with fhc. .
enu o Cliias |

abo..

nug a .

tenth gmdl.r. to the sludLan of -

the class.

In her lnlmduclory remarks
shc sifd; showing the world
map, “]1 have.come all the way
from our g:ounl to acqumnl
mysclf better wi
tion and thnncc my experi-
ences about your country.” She

wanted fo kfiow from tht stu-

dents the subjects taught In
their thsscs. Some lof dlhv. sl}\:
dents prompll tcd o the
—gucries of Lhe d Firp Lady.

She (rankly narrated” her
cxpericnces how their family

£ o e
Danalode s

your condi- |

* ports

N v

.-Iv,:

movcd from Arknnsns state 1o
the White House when Mr 131l
Clinton became President of

thc Unilcd States. She also

‘ .shared her cxperiences of the

visits to ‘othcr South Asian
countrics like Indfa, Pakistan

and Ncpnl wllh the ll\ldcnl.l ol’ .

lo Dhaka drove in a motoreadc-
. lo the afrport where she poscd

for group photographs wilh
Bang adcg.hr and Ug’ Afrforce
Crew.

Ms.- Clinton and thcir
daughtcr Chelsea were seen o
at the Jcssore nlvod n Chicf
of- Afr Swalf Afr Viec Marshul
Altal Htssaln Cho
nfor -civil and ml ftary offi-

cials.
MASHIRATI VMAGE
According lo anolher re-

Contdsnpipe@eotst

—
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Ms Cﬁnlon on hct \vly'

hury, se- -

: It was indeed a nwemo®
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"Ms. C

US to give aid for spread

Contd. from page 1

rabic expericnee for the people
of this remate villiwie, 20 miles
from Jessore, as the US First
l.ady Ms. (illary Rodham
Clinton visited them
Mashthal. Jhenidah  today.

Ms Clinton together with
her daughter Chelsea spent
more than an hour in the sultry
Chaltriv with the otherwise ne-
tlected people of this quict vil-
t'\gc to better acquaint heresell
wilth thc grassrool opcrations
of the eountry's Graimern Bank.

’rof M Yunus who' is the
foundcr of the widcly acclnimed
NGO. rueeived Ms. Clinton and
fntroduced her ta the members
of the bank.

Earlicr, minor children be-
longmf o the village grecied

Itntan henrtily with songas

phg‘slml tmining {(i7T) dis-
play. Shc was visibly impressed
with the performanee of the
tiny tots and exchanged greet-
lni.',n with them. She was thank-
fal to the villagers for thelr
long walit for her. Minister In
walling Ms. Sarward Rahman,
who Is State Minister in charge
of Women and Children Affairs,
was present. As her motorende

and

"drove from airport to the

“

B becoming associnicd wit

. story

village hundreds of pcople *
m:lscd her wavimﬂhnmrl from,
soLh sidcs of the rohd. e
‘- Deputlylicad of Misston of -
US Embassy Janxy Nach and a
Whitc lousc press tourm were
among olhcry who accompa- *
nked the US First Lavdy. .

Tulking frecly with some of
the membens of Grumeen {knk
Ms. Clinton said, "1 have hcard
aboul the bunk 10 yoars beforo.
Now 1 have conw o lcam from
you how the bank has benefit-
tcd you to bevome sclf-relaint
in socfcty.”

Ms. Shefall, S Ambla and
Mas. Rina narrated their storics
to the visiting US Firat Lady
how haye boen bene| l:ﬁ
Grammecn Bank. Rina who is
chairman of a group snid with
confldcnce,” beforc bocoming
Grumcen ank membgr | was a

'\um:r. Today | have a house, a
cw head of cattke and_poultry
birds. 1 also scnd my children
to school and follow the disd-
plincs of the bank." 32
be ngth the long
the grudual enhance-
mcnt of the ectling of Cramcen
Loan with the fmprovement of
her financial condition.

Ms Clinton also replicd o
somc of thc queries of the
Gramcen Bank members.

In reply to one of the qucs-
tions she sasd,” | have sjarted
caming since | was 13. Some-

+ Umes my income cxocxdod the

income of my husband. | have
stopped carning since moving
to thc Whitc llousc when my
husband bueanw the President.”

Responding to another
qucstion she said, “1 wish |
could have onc or two morc
children. But we are so happy
with our daughter ihat wc
thought of taking no morce child

dpihed

b 3

wuare proud of Chelsca,

Referming to observations of
o of the members Ms Clinton
sud she would convey her inn-
tation to Prestdent Bill Clinton
to visit anglndesh at his con-
venfent time.

Ms. Clinton showcd intcrest
fin some of the products
displaycd in stalls undcr a
beautiful thatched roof. All the
products put on display in 18
stalls were manufactured by
members of the Bank. The
products included jamdant
sarce, bamboo and cane
furmiture, bruss warcs, etc. One
of the Gramcen members
showed her the technique to
wcar a sarce. Shc was given
some loca) products as gifts.

Narrating expcricnces to
become a Gramccn Bank
mcmber Ms Najma sald. “Some
well-to-do mcmbcers of society
dlscouraged me to become a

r. wantcd us to be
pcrmanently dcpendent Ilvi‘rr
on their lcft-overs.” She satd.,
"Aasocidtion with the Bank has
given me a ncw idenlity and
madec me sclf-rcllant in
socl(':((‘s." Shc boastfully
recalled her expericnees when
mct:bcu of such fam{l’lcs wh:rt
sccking thelr coopcralion. Ms.
Nnjmn%ms.nnolhcr idenlity as
a -memberp- of - the Unfon.

rattice and divoree

3 tn the arca.

gonc

frank exchange of vicws with
the membetrs of Gramcen Bank
Ms Clinton said.” Today you
have learnt how (o take
collective deciston. It will take
you a long way.” she obscrved.
As Ms Clinton cnlcred th
venuc of the stalls Uny tots
reecived her slngnF ambhira,
Jart and othcr [olk songs
reflecting the cultural heritage

of rural csh.
S BrACcSsgijloot - - -
2472, Aocovding 1o anather report

from Chumnr‘tunknlhl. Jeasore,
it was a plcasant surprisc for
the children of BRAC school
when the US First Lady Ms
Ilflary Clinton with her
daughtcr Chelsca visiied them,

today.
The children and local

proplc thcm hcartily by
clappi and sf
: %n‘ cnt.c:l*gd‘nﬁac school

rcmises BRAC Exccutive’'’

rcetor Farzlc llasan Abed

He bricfed her how the.
rmgrnmmc of Non-Formal
’rimary Educatfon (NFE)
introduccd by BRAC had becn
started with 22 schools 1n 198S.
The number of such "schools
today is 29 thousand covcring
55 out of 64 administrative
districts of the country.

Mamata Rant Diswas, a

_ teacher of the school narrated

to the US Fhrst Lady the
{\inlcllonlngMofCllhc school.
g ngto Ms Clinton's quc
Mngngmgsaid thc school l?mlr?
was fleanble sufting the nocds o
the children in thar familics.
She was (urther informed that

‘was’ Inforawed "

down d
the courseol fraand -

students had  their lessons
simultancousiv with time for
fun. sincing. Jdancing. aciing
and tames.

Ms. Clinton hid worc . of
praisc for the performance of
lhc.fmgrdmmc of BRAC. Mr
Abed prescented Ms. Clinton
with a vidco cassctie on the
school programni.

CWFP CLINIC

Later, Ms. Clinton walked
through the “Kuicha” road

- braving scorching hcat to visit

a satellttc, cltnic run by
Concerncd Womecen for Family
Planning (CWFM in the samc
village.
- As she was walking with her
daughter the pcople of the
village gathcred on both sidcs
of the road to have a glimpac of
the US First Lady. She waved o
the pcople smilingly. o
ecutive Dircctor of CWFP
welcoming Ms Clinton to the
clinic -premiscs narratcd
diffcrent aspects of ongoing and
perspective programmes. She
said CWFP was rcsponsiblc fors
distributing contraccplives to
women and providing hcalth
and nultritfon ecducaltion
scrvices to. mothers and
chfldren, v :
She. furthcr informed Ms.
Clinton that
operating 22 ‘projcct silcs
covering a total of about ‘1_.4

miftion ulation.  p7ra
pss’h the : Us:

adds’

programme dcsigned - to*

cnhance thc knowlcdge d&nd.
capabflitics of Bangladesh Atr” '+

Force nncl in acrol
opcra r mass cvacualton
during natural disastcr s In
rogrcss atl -thc BAF Basc,
atiur Rahman here according
to an ISPR pruss relensc.
AU)olnl tcam of cxperts from
the Unitcd States Air Force and
© csh Alr Force alon

CWFP wos

1

‘Bangladesh Jofnt’ .’lr‘ni"'nl_hi\‘e

wd

l‘l:” their n:kc'rll’g and .
Y ler» arc ng pagt in,
Jhe PP : . 3 :-“‘;?,Q
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