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FIRST AND SECOND LADIES

WHO TESIIFIED BEFORE CONGRESS WHILE IN OFFICE

[Abstract: As the title states, this report documents First and Second Ladies who
testified before Congress while in office. It is arranged in reverse~chronological
order, from Tipper Gore to Eleanor Roosevelt. An additional list follows that
documents any notable relationship with Congress of First and Second Ladies' who
did not testify. A chart for quick reference is also attached.]

MARY ELIZABETH "TIPPER" GORE (1993 - present)

Testimony as Second Lady’

e April 29, 1993 on behalf of mental health care before the House Mental Health
Working Group (with WH working group on mental health).

* May 13, 1993 on behalf of mental health care before Sen. Kennedy's Labor and
Human Resources Committee.

* July 15, 1993 on behalf of mental health and the aging before Sen. Pryor's Spedial
Commiittee on the Aging. MEG's remarks were part of a background briefing, not on
behalf of specific legislation.

Testimony before Second Lady

* September 28, 1985 on behalf of record labeling with the Parents Music Resource
Center (PMRC) before Sen. Danforth's Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Committee.?

* December 15, 1986 on behalf of the homeless mentally ill before Rep. Waxman's
House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee. The hearing was background for
legislation regarding "crisis assistance" for the homeless.?

MARILYN TUCKER QUAYLE (1989 - 1993)

Testimony as Second Lady

* April 23, 1990 at a hearing on HR 4222, the "Breast and Cervical Cancer Mortality
Act of 1990" before Rep. Waxman's House Subcommittee on Health and the



Environment. The purpose of Quayle's testimony was to urge women to have
mammograms; she did not take a position on the bill.*

* May 15, 1990 on behalf of women's health before the Health and Long-Term
Subcommittee of the House Select-Aging Committee.®

Result

HR 2224 was signed into law in 1990, and was part of the Women's Health Equity
Act of 1990 sponsored by Rep. Waxman and Sen. Mikulski. The law establishes a
program through the Centers for Disease Control to provide grants to states to
provide mammograms and pap smears to low income women without health
coverage. Current funding levels of $71-2 million allow 12 states to provide a
comprehensive program, and 18 states to be in a "capacity building" stage. To
provide comprehensive programs to all 50 states, $200 million is needed. President
Clinton has requested a funding increase to $85 million. The bill was for a three year
program, and has been reauthorized by the House and is pending final passage in
the Senate labor committee.®

ROSALYNN CARTER (1977 - 1981)

Testimony as First Lady

* July 19, 1977 before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to brief Members on
her trip to South America.’”

* February 7, 1979 on behalf of the "Mental Health Systems Act," President Carter's

proposal to improve mental health care services, before Sen. Kennedy's Human
Resources Committee, Subcommittee on Health and Scientific Research.?

* April 30, 1979 on behalf of solar and advanced technology before the Subcommittee

on Energy Development and Applications and the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, Subcommittee on Energy Conservation and Supply.’

Testimony after First Lady
 March 2, 1988 on behalf of "Mental Health and Aging.""
* May 16, 1991 on behalf of "Community Mental Health Services."

* May 14-16, or 21, 1991 on behalf of "Departments of Labor, Health, and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 1992."



Timeline of President Carter's Commission on Mental Health

* 2/ 17/ 77 - President Carter creates President's Commission on Mental Health,
names RC Honorary Chair.”

- Though RC was 'honorary chair,' "there was never any question that Mrs.
Carter intended to be intimately involved in the work of the commission." The
Commission held public hearings, which RC attended, interviewed hundreds
of people, and spent almost a year amassing data.'*

* 4/ 21/ 77 - First official meeting of Presidential Commission on Mental Health. RC
addresses meeting in Chicago; says recommendations are due in one year.”

* 5/ 24/ 77 - First publxc hearing of Presidential Commission on Mental Health. RC
presides at hearing in PA.'

* 9/ 15/ 77 - Presidential Commission on Mental Health produces report; RC,
Honorary Chair, and Dr. Thomas E. Bryant, Chair, discuss report with President
Carter.”

* 2/ 7/ 79 - RC testifies before Congress on behalf of President's Commission on
Mental Health to present Commission's report and recommendations.”

- Her testimony was widely cited as the first congressional appearance by a
First Lady since Eleanor Roosevelt.”?

- RC "helped develop the bill and was its chief lobbyist."®
- Photo®
* 4/ 27/ 79 - The Commission presents its recommendations to the President.?

- On that day, RC made appearances on "Good Mommg America" and the
"McNeil-Lehrer Report" to discuss the recommendations.®

* 5/ 15/ 79 - President Announces Proposal.*

- "Both [Sen.] Kennedy and [Rep.] Waxman praised first lady Rosalynn Carter,
at her husband's side as the proposal was announced Tuesday, for her efforts
in promoting mental health care advances. She is expected to be the
administration's chief lobbyist on Capitol Hill for the measure."

* 10/ 7/ 80 - President signs Mental Health Systems Act into law.”



Result

President Carter signed the Mental Health Systems Act into law on 10/7/80 after its
passage in the House and Senate. President Carter gave the pen with which he had
signed the Act to RC, who stood behind him during the ceremony. (AP, 10/8/80)
President Reagan repealed the Act in 1981 in his quest to trim the Federal budget.
Federal funds for three programs under the Act were combined into one block grant
given to states with broad discretion.”

JOAN MONDALE (1977 - 1981)®

Testimony as Second Lady

- Mondale served as Honorary Chair of the Federal Council of the Arts.

* September 25, 1979 on behalf of "The General Service Administration's Art-in-
Architecture Program" before the House Committee Post Office and Civil Service
Committee, Subcommittee on Civil Service and General Service.

* February 7, 1980 on behalf of "Arts and the Older American" before the House
Select Committee on Aging.

* March 3, 1980 on behalf of "Field Hearings on the Reauthorization of the National
Foundation for the Arts and the Humanities Act and the Museum Services Act"
before the House Education and Labor Committee, Subcommittee on Post-Secondary
Education.

* June 26, 1980 on behalf of the "Arts, Humanities, and Museums Act of 1979," before
the Senate Committee on Labor and Human Resources, Subcommittee on Education,
Arts and the Humanities.

Testimony after Second Lady

* April 3, 1984 on behalf of the "Federal Pay Equity Act of 1984" before the House
Commitbee on Post Office and Civil Service, Subcommittee on Compensation and
Employee Benefits.

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT (1933 - 1945)

Testimony as First Lady®

- Eleanor Roosevelt was the first First Lady to testify before Congress.*



* December 10, 1940 on behalf of "Interstate Migration" before the House Select
Committee to Investigate Interstate Migration of Destitute Citizens.™

* January 14, 1942 on behalf of "National Defense Migration: Relating to the
Maintenance of Civilian Morale before the House Select Committee Investigating
National Defense Migration.”

Testimony after First Lady™

* April 22, 1955 on behalf of a "Review of the United Nations Charter" before the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Subcommittee on the United Nations
Charter.*

* February 24, 1956 on behalf of "International Organizations and Movements" before
the House Committee on Foreisgn Affairs, Subcommittee on International
Organization and Movements.

e May 14, 1959 on behalf of "Amending the Fair Labor Standards Act" before the
Senate Commitsee on Labor and Public Welfare, Subcommittee on Labor.3

* Dec. 7, 1959 on behalf of "Migratory Labor" before the Senate Committee on Labor
and Public Welfare, Subcommittee on Migratory Labor.”

e April 27, 1962 on behalf of "Equal Pay for Equal Work" before the House
Committee on Education and Labor, Select Subcommittee on Labor.*

o April 18, 1962 on behalf of "Prices of Hearing Aids" before the Senate Committee
on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Antitrust and Monopoly.”

 Date Unlnown: on behalf of the wretched conditions of nursing homes in the
nation's capital before the District of Columbia Committee.*



FIRST AND SECOND LADIES WHO DID NOT TESTIFY BEFORE CONGRESS

NANCY REAGAN (1981 - 1989)
BARBARA BUSH (1989 - 1993)
BETTY FORD (1974 - 1977)*

* March 25, 1991 on behalf of including alcohol addiction in the "War on Drugs"
before House Subcommittee.

* As First Lady, lobbied individual states on behalf of ERA, but did not testify before
Congress on its behalf.*

PATRICIA NIXON (1969 - 1974)
LADY BIRD JOHNSON (1965 - 1969)“

Lady Bird did not testify before Congress, though she "lobbied behind the scenes" for
passage of the Highway Beautification Act, including personally calling swing votes

in Congress.*®

As Congress was about to recess without its passage, President Johnson told

members of his Cabinet and Congress that he loved his wife, that she wanted the bill
passed, and that he intended that she and the country should have it.* The

President then hosted a party for all of Congress, but told Members that they needn't
come until they passed the bill; wives in party dresses sat waiting in the House's
family gallery until 12:51 am, when the bill finally passed.”

JAQUELINE KENNEDY (1961 - 1963)*

MAIME EISENHOWER (1953 - 1961)

BESS TRUMAN (1949 - 1953)

ELLEN WILSON (1913-1921)

Ellen Wilson focused on puBlic housing issues, assuming the post as Honorary Chair
of the National Civic Federation, which drafted the Slum Clearance Act of 1913, a

law to renovate or demolish Washington's slum dwellings. She lobbied members of
Congress on its behalf, but did not testify before Congress.”



1.Skila Harris, Chief of Staff to Mrs. Gore, and Aracelli Ruano, Office of the Second
Lady

2.New York Times, 9/29/85

3.Los Angeles Times, 12/16/86

4.Washington Post, 4/24/90

5.UP], 5/16/90

6.Susan Wood, Congressional Caucus for Women's Issues, 8/93

7.New York Times, July 20, 1977

8.Jim Herring, Carter Library, 8/18/93

9.CIS Annual Abstracts of Congressional Publications and Legislative Histories, 1979
10.CIS Annual Abstracts of Congressional Publications and Legislative Histories, 1988
11.CIS Annual Abstracts of Congressional Publications and Legislative Histories, 1991
12.CIS Annual Abstracts of Congressional Publications and Legislative Histories, 1991
13.Fact Sheet, Office of the First Lady's Press Secretary, 4/19/77

14.Myra Greenberg Gutin, The President's Partner, 1983

15.New York Times, 4/22/77

16.New York Times, 5/25/77

17.New York Times, 9/16/77

18.New York Times, 2/8/79

19.Chicago Tribune, 2/7/90; Betty Boyd Ca‘roli, First Ladies, 1987; Lewis Gould,
"Modern First Ladies in Historical Perspective," Presidential Studies Quarterly,
Summer 1985; others.

20.AP, 10/7/80

21.New York Times, 2/8/79 (story, p.1)

22.Gutin, 1983

23.Gutin, 1983



24.AP, 5/16/79

25.AP, 5/16/79

26.New York Times, 10/8/80
27.New York Times, 10/15/81

28.CIS U.S. Congressional Committee Hearings Index and Goody Marshall, Director
of Vice President Gore's Senate Office

29.CIS U.S. Congressional Committee Hearings Index, Part IV, and Goody Marshall
30.Gutin, 1983; Caroli, 1987

31.New York Times, 12/11/40

32.New York Times, 1/15/42

33.CIS U.S. Congressional Committee Hearings Index

34.U.S. Congress, Committee Hearings, 84th Congress, Vol. 1137, 1955
35.U.S. Congress, Committee Hearings, 84th Congress, Vol. 1561, 1956
36.U.S. Congress, Committee Hearings, 86th Congress, Vol. 1330, 1959
37.U.S. Congress, Committee Hearings, 86th Congress, Vol. 1434, 1959
38.U.S. Congress, Committee Hearings, 87th Congress, Vol. 1935, 1962
39.U.S. Congress, Committee Hearings, 87th Congress, Vol. 1491, 1962

40.New York Times, 2/5/93. [NOTE: We were reluctant to pursue this information
after an archivist violated our confidentiality in obtaining it. If this is not a problem,
we will be happy to continue.]

41.Gerald R Ford Library

42.New York Times, 3/26/91
43.Gerald R Ford Library, 8/18/93
44.Lyndon B. Johnson Library
45.Gould, 1985

46.Washington Post, 6/18/93



47 .Washington Post, 4/29/88
48.John F. Kennedy Library
49.New York Times, 8/10/88
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FIRST AND SECOND LADIES WHO TESTIFIED BEFORE CONGRESS

WHILE IN OFFICE

FIRST LADY DATE SUBJECT COMMITTEE
Tipper Gore April 29, 1993 Mental Health House Mental
Health Working
Group
Tipper Gore ‘May 13, 1993 Mental Health Care | Senate Labor and
Human Resources
Tipper Gore July 15, 1993 Mental Health and Senate Special
Aging Committee on
Aging
Marilyn Tucker April 23, 1990 HR 4222, Breast and | House
Quayle Cervical Cancer Subcommittee on
Mortality Act of Health and the
1990 Environment
Marilyn Tucker May 15, 1990 Women's Health Health and Long-
Quayle Term Subcommittee
of the House Select-
Aging Committee
Rosalynn Carter July 19, 1977 South America trip Senate Foreign
Relations
Committee
Rosalynn Carter February 7, 1979 "Mental Health Senate Human
Systems Act" Resources
Committee
Rosalynn Carter April 30, 1979 Solar and Advanced | Subcommittee on

| Technology

Energy
Development and
Applications and
Senate Energy and
Natural Resources
Committee,
Subcommittee on
Energy
Conservation and

Supply




]

Joan Mondale

September 25, 1979 | "General Service House Committee
Administration's Art | Post Office and
in Architecture Civil Service
Program" Committee,
Subcommittee on
Civil Service and
General Services
Joan Mondale February 7, 1980 "Arts and the Older | House Select
American" Committee on
Aging
Joan Mondale March 3, 1980 "Field Hearings on House Education
the Reauthorization | and Labor
of the National Committee,
Foundation for the Subcommittee on
Arts and the Post-Secondary
Humanities Act and | Education
the Museum
Services Act"
Joan Mondale June 26, 1980 " Arts, Humanities, Senate Committee

and Museums Act

on Labor and

on 1979" Human Resources,
Subcommittee on
Education, Arts, and
the Humanities
Eleanor Roosevelt December 10, 1940 "Interstate House Select
Migration" Committee to
Investigate
Interstate Migration
of Destitute Citizens
Eleanor Roosevelt January 14, 1942 "National Defense House Select
Migration: Relating | Committee
to the Maintenance | Investigating
of Civilian Morale" | National Defense
Migration

Report and Chart prepared by: Amy Nemko, Kim Tilley (WH Communications Research)

Date: August 31, 1993




o
-

/ B

-l

t_ol,m_wx___(ad_,u., A A_AJE tan—L ol t'\j
B _%@Mw

%ww'@UM(wnMu(ﬁM

ft(. M_z‘. 1) M"'
‘;’f,mﬁ‘"fé&; b U~ Gt a! LV N """VLQMO
199, e, Liawln e 1

'A’DM
IUA

A

[)

At 1 deay

Y m:\rog.,, et o It
RN o Do) o

Aﬁﬂuﬁ\ M.ﬂ«)" I;__L“hig& Gy eled.
Wt erndio Gay L tan C

Laolc ot Qﬂ‘)u“"u.h
_____‘L&G:Lz&ﬁt, =6l It (veec (urlouYy Neavn )auld Dsle)
_,.____.__M%ALW Nw‘c?es f%gét\ g wots %
e w%_qw@ Bl S efes

‘ f"whtdsrs_&du"‘*"‘f ek et .

o & lalrwuf | cnie (edwav\ Ma..u»m A

TR /‘-‘?«AJL bwo-ta
a(}:{ Culwu(u_, LL(( R, sh...{).x u-ek ol

Govenn~ (ol (aw:




o The Prcdens pacde 6 be The (eadln iy TRe natron, net
l-bé _Ub\'w' T e I




3:‘

: \
,,((-.- L T e \w'":‘;',l,b; A\
‘J. TG i “lu‘h’]’ |'|l"1 g
I "f’.’”‘. \Ildl "

Méu*' bw‘r ‘(M"Q- (T
_b.D_lS._éﬂfA’C
__UJ_M_MLI«MMWM'N bvs?2 Whathao he

W“ ounag e, 04T La:rua: d
e MJLM‘%H

- .S.u ,\4 J r)oss l [az other endewy
___%Mﬂmmmhﬁ&wﬂ_m_lhm
Mag.:Sg Lovme dhna (4 gbm.ﬂm_mfuhi and A&( ,,gmgq'?_

D WMM_MA_@'MH d Thea,

~ ___-____m.mmwiwmuzu% _M&M_wi%.____

_ o n)& d’( M—QM_.LAJLC Qﬁb LAAfaJI__iM__
R V bletan ._GAA_(A_M M.tf‘( <
. (_/1) Lo\ WBTE quuhkm propue

~3 ﬁ bued VN v»u,u 14 70 hewdad (.

3 oY _ Uz\chnmn l We MM\MV\ lan.

WLU__M{:‘J})QWM db,.‘\lbd\&___
Clans wHa s, lcdey p/\. S

T@e s e tRar Operi 3 TR b ¢ (2'1«»&%

V\WW ~ ‘m“""i‘
(pek— ului'sd\a*v\ :;m l»&f’c:;\&j%mmm R





