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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 28, 1997

NOTE TO: THE FIRST LADY
FROM: KITTY HIGGINS ¢7

Secretary Brown asked me to bring his suggestions to your attention.

cc:  Maggie Williams



THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

JAN 2 81997

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

“We’ve all been vindicated. The only thing I can say to those who are not here
with me is, ‘Thank you fellows, well done, and I’ll always remember you.’”

With heartfelt words and emotion he had held within for five decades, Vernon
Baker on Jan. 13 accepted his country’s long overdue accolades and highest military
award, the Congressional Medal of Honor, the only living black World War II veteran
to be so honored. Mr. Baker’s story is extraordinary; his example is uplifting; his
courage in the face of adversity on and off the battlefield is inspiring.

Mr. President, I can think of no more appropriate individual to be recognized in
your State of the Union address than this humble man who distinguished himself as a
hero in battle and a true patriot in the ensuing half century. Mr. Baker patiently held
within his heart the heroism of his deeds, content with what he and his fellow black
servicemen had done for a country that did not offer them the full opportunities of
freedom and democracy. That too marks a man of remarkable mettle.

Vernon Baker’s presence in the House chamber during, the first State of the
Union address of your second term would be an especially poignant reminder of the
contributions and gains of black Americans, fitting as we commemorate Black History
Month in February. Further, it would dramatically reinforce to the Nation your
commitment to enabling all Americans, regardless of race, philosophy, or infirmity, to
link arms for the journey into the next century.

I hope you will give consideration to having Vernon Baker and his family join
the First Lady in the House gallery during your February 4 address. I would be

pleased to help your staff facilitate this great gentleman’s return to Washington for this
occasion.

Respectfully,

=

JésSe Brown

JB/jhh
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Hillary Rodham Clinton
First Lady of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Currently thers are approximately 10 million children in this country who have no health
insurance. Further, the scope of employer-provided dependent coverage is declining, indicating that the
number of uninsured children may be expected to rise. As our country continues to grapple with the
problems associated with Jarge numbers of uninsured citizens, I would like to draw your attention to an
important prograru in Pennsylvania. The Caring Program for Children, funded by state tobacco taxes and
charitable contributions, has been successful in bringing low=cost, subsidized health insurance coverage to
the low-income children of Pennsylvania. Picking up where Medicaid leaves off, this program has
become a critical component of many hard-working, yet low-eaming households’ survival.

Since 1985, the Caring Program for Children has provided health care to tens of thousands of
children in Pennsylvania. In 92% of the families served by the Caring Program, the parent(s) work full
time. Either because their employers do not offer dependent coverage, or because the cost of such
coverage is prohibitively high, these families have no other source of health care.

As President Clinton’s State of the Union address draws near, I would like to suggest the
possibility of inviting Mr. Fred Rogers, of the children’s television program Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood,
To attend and be seated near you. Mr. Rogers has served as the honorary chairman of the Caring Program
for Children since its inception in 1983 and I believe his presence at the State of the Union address would
underscore the President’s commitment to bringing health care to the millions of children who currently
do not have it. If you have any questions, please do not hcsxtatc to contact me at 202-225-2301. Thank
you for vour consideration of this suggestion.

With all best wishes, I am
Sincerely,

Ot f] Cipc-

William J. Coyne

; Member of Congress

cc: Timothy J. Keating
Special Assistant to the President
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Attached is a letter that was sent today to the First Lady requesting that she invite
Fred Rogers to attend the State of the Union address. Thanks for your help.

Number of pages (including cover): 2
Office fax number: 202.225.1844

Office phone number: 202.225.2301
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January 31, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR DON BAER

ANN LEWIS

MICHAEL WALDMAN
FROM: MELANNE VERVEER
RE: STATE OF THE UNION

Attached please find the following:

1- A memo and draft SOTU language on the “America 2000" millenium initiative on the arts
and humanities;

2- Edits to the current draft (marked directly on attached 11:30am draft); and

3- Specific language revisions on:
-0-3 Conference and Issue (to replace 11:30am draft version)

Chris Jennings’ revisions on health care issues reflect the input from OFL.

Please contact me with any questions.



January 31, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR DON BAER

ANN LEWIS

MICHAEL WALDMAN
FROM: MELANNE VERVEER
RE: “AMERICA 2000"

Attached please find four suggestions for SOTU language in which the President would issue a
challenge that would translate into the “America 2000" initiative on culture. I have included all

four because one may appeal more than another.
The goal of the “America 2000" Initiative is two-fold:

1- To convey that it is only by understanding our past -- in particular, our cultural heritage, -
- that we can envision our future and fully prepare for the challenges of the 21st century.

2-  Tounleash a period of creativity and celebration across the country, from essays by
school children on how “My Story is America’s Story” to commissions of new works of
art and writing, from White House lectures on great American ideas to national cultural
celebrations, from recording oral histories of families to preserving our cultural institutions

-- great and small.

We would like to see the President initiate this project by issuing, in the SOTU, a general
challenge, at for the approach of the new millennium to spur reflection on and leaming from
America’s rich and diverse culture. The challenge would, over the coming months, translate into
this “American 2000" project, run by a diverse group of private and public sector players, with the

White House playing a central role.

The challenge could fit easily into the current draft section on diversity. De Tocqueville observed
that every generation of Americans creates itself anew. The Year 2000 offers us an opportunity
for self-renewal and celebration.



Around the globe, we are a country justly celebrated for the richness of our culture — our
arts, our inventions, our ideas. This is no accident. No other country has our unique creativity
precisely because no other country possesses our unique diversity. All of this intellectual vitality
could only have arisen in a country that, from its very first days, believed that so many different
people, from so many different places could come together as one community, united by
democratic ideals.

Our culture is a mirror of ourselves. And what better moment to reflect on what we have
created -- to take the measure of our national identity -- than the turning of a new century. I call
on all levels of government, our schools, our businesses, every one of our citizens, the entire
American community to join in a celebration of our cultural heritage for the Year 2000. The light
of our ideas will both illuminate our past and show us the way forward to a future worthy of our
best aspirations.



Second version of Millennium Initiative or Year 2000 Celebration

At the convergence of a new century and the next millenniunm,
America will reflect on its past and celebrate the future. Our
cultural heritage defines us as Americans. The freedom of
democracy and the rich diversity of our many peoples have produced
a burst of creativity unmatched in the world. I would like to see
a Year 2000 Celebration (or Millennium Initiative) that preserves
our unique culture and summons the best of our scholars and artists
(or thinkers and creators) to help us understand where we’ve been
as a country and where we are going.

I will be inviting (calling on) the federal agencies, state and
community leaders, citizens and school children, to plan projects
and events leading up to the Year 2000. I believe this can be a
time of self-renewal and of celebration for America.

Eva L 1]31[47



Sheldon Hackney Jan. 31, 1996

The ending of one Millennium and the beginning of another is an appropriate time
to pause and consider how far we have come and where we want to go. Seen in one
light, the human heritage is a glorious story of exploration and invention, of beauty
created and knowledge gained. There is a darker story as well, one that records the
perseverence of the human spirit despite "man’s inhumanity to man". We need to
understand both stories and how they weave together if we are to extend the blessings of

democratic freedom and prosperity. As Robert Bellah, author of Habits of the Heart,

reminds us, we are "only able to understand ourselves and our future in constant

conversation with our past. Memory and hope belong together."

I call tonight for an American Renaissance, a time leading up to the year 2000
during which we examine the abundant terrain of human experience and human
expression to find images, ideas and stories of permanent significance to our lives, a
period in which we use the arts and humanities to connect us to our memories and thus
to unveil the future in all possibilities. Such a Renaissance will equip us to chose

democratically who we want to be — as individuals and as a nation.



THE MILLENNIUM AND THE ROLE OF THE ARTS

In the course of this Presidency, for the first time in history,
this nation will enter a new millennium. What will best symbolize
America as we pass a milestone that comes just once in a thousand

years?

Few generations have had the responsibility and honor of
answering so fundamental a question. I have an oath of office, but
all of us as citizens have an unspoken oath, engraved in our hearts --
the oath of each succeeding generation to give new life to the
enduring ideals with which we began when America was a narrow

margin on the edge of a vast and largely unexplored continent.

We are not just the sum of our wealth, the progress of our
technology, or the success of our arms. We are not just a place on the
land, an accident of geography, but a set of values which have lit our
way through peril and triumph -- and which have long been a

shining light to those yearning for freedom everywhere.

The spirit of America had been our greatest contribution -- and
that spirit has been symbolized, sustained and enlarged by a rich
- artistic creativity that commands a global audience. Wherever sound
and sight reach across the frontiers, our movies, our music, our
literature, and all the rest have become a shaping and liberating

force. No iron curtain could keep them out. To a degree we can



hardly begin to count, this has been the American century because of

American culture.

Now as we build a bridge to the 21st century, as we cross the
great divide of the millennium, we must never forget that the span
involves not only material things, but the American spirit. The arts
and humanities -- the thousands of artistic, educational, and cultural
institutions and the tens of thousands of individuals in these fields --

are deep resources of our national strength.

To celebrate this aspect of the millennium and honor these .
Qe %
ideals that represent the best of our American heritage, | heve=gse=d

in our national celebration,  They-wil—convere—cultmui=—swnpasia 2
hos&gmmm}at will light our way across the bridge

into the next century.

The arts and humanities remind us daily that America is more
than the sum total of our material accomplishments. There is also an

enduring record of ideas and ideals that measure America at its best.

The leaders in these fields who grace our lives also grace our
history and the life of the world. The new millennium will be
welcomed by speeches and celebrations; but long after the words and
fireworks have faded, their achievements will carry the values of

America to newer worlds and other ages.
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Draft 1/30/97 11:30am .
PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON R
STATE-OF-THE-UNION ADDRESS ;

UNITED STATES CAPITOL
FEBRUARY 4, 1997

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice-President, Members of the 105th Congress, distinguished guests:

I come before you tonight to put forward a plan of action to prepare our people for the
challenges of the next century.

We have much to be thankful for. With four years of solid growth, we have won back the
strength of our economy. With crime, welfare rolls, teen pregnancy all falling, we are winning
back our optimism, our faith that we can master our most difficult social challenges. America won
the Cold War, and now we are helping to bring peace and prosperity unrivaled in hnstory
throughout the world.

It would be easy to be complacent, to rest at this moment. But we must not rest. We
must not win these struggles only to lose this moment of opportunity.

Though we face no enemy bent on destroying us, the enemy of our time is inaction, The
global economy, the Information Age, new careers, life-enhancing technology are ours to seize

for our people. But if we do not take action, these opportunities could slip from our grasp or
even be turned to our disadvantage in this vigorous new world of competition.

Our moment of opportunity is fleeting. A child born tonight will have almost no memory
of the 20® Century. Everything she is likely to know firsthand about the progress of America, she
will know because of the work we do now to help build the new century. We must focus on our
responsibilities to help her and all our children build for the future.

mmnm So tomght, Iissue a eall to acuon action by tlus Congrws, action by our statw,
action by all our people to prepare America for the 21st Century. To answer this call, we must
have a new government for a new century, one that gives all our people the means and the power
to make the most of their own lives; we must have a new sense of responsibility among all
individuals, and we must have a new spirit of community across our nation.

This call to action summons us to work for stronger education and hamess the forces of
technology and science; to build stronger families and stronger communities; to keep America the
world’s strongest force for peace, freedom and prospenty And above all, to build a stronger,
more perfect union here at home.

As we prepare for these challenges, we must move quickly to finish the unfinished
business before us: balancing our budget, finishing welfare reform, restoring our



democracy.

Over the last four years, we have made our economy grow, by investing in dyr people, e (o
expanding exports and cutting our deficit so it is now the smallest in the industriali
Now we must continue to keep our economy growing and interest rates low. We must fipish the
job of balancing the budget.

In two days, I will propose a detailed plan to balance the budget by 2002.

My plan provides targeted tax relief to pay for education — to raise a child — and to b
and sell a new home. The middle class deserves tax relief, and we must give it to them.

My plan proves we can meet all our obligations: lifting the burden of debt from our
children and investing in education, training and other things to help them make the most of their
lives. It proves we can build on the Vice President’s work to modernize and reinvent govanmen&,,
so it works better, even as it costs less. hwuw.a‘

Lo umot Grep . bwhue au,e.smwek.@f N
%svt'oumnnumn—yewg’monsumtxonal amendment that could mppc-, our country o

in time of crisis; we should not wait another year for an agreement. Let this Congress finally A
X [y 2 S
balance the budg“i :nﬁet it happen mw$noﬁa&ndoz¢ TF- i LPFW"j quelty cCho
When we balance the budget, o job will not be done., In the near future, we must come MS +
together, in a bipartisan process, to preserve Social Security, and—to-refunn‘Med:eere—topmewe é’ '
—its-quality and-cheice. We must make sure these core programs are as strong for our children as
they are for our parents

L‘[\ pe s
There is a second piece of unfinished business for us here: We must make the permanent “siéT
underclass a thing of the past, and finish the job of welfare reform.

We must build on last year’s landmark welfare reform legislation, takmg seriously our
responsibility to make sure all people who should work, have the opportunity to work.

Our goal is to lift one million people from welfare to work by the Year 2000. Here is my
plan: Tax credits to businesses that hire people off welfare. Incentives for companies and job
placement firms that create jobs for welfare recipients. Transportation to help people get to
work.

Beyond what we do here, I challenge every state: turn welfare checks into private sector
paychecks. I challenge every religious congregation: hire someone off welfare. I am pleased that,
since last autumn, a growing number of businesses have met my challenge to hire someone off
welfare. And I am very pleased to announce tonight that [x] and [x] have agreed to lead a
national mobilization of businesses to move people from welfare to work.

To everyone here, whether you supported this law or opposed it —- but especially those of
us who supported it - I say: We have a moral obligation to make sure people who now must '

2
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work can work.

And, we must join together to do what Republican and Democratic governors have asked,
to restore help for legal immigrants who work hard, pay taxes, and obey the law.

A third piece of unfinished business continues to strain our democracy. Tonight, before
the eyes of America, we should commit to passing bipartisan campaign finance reform.

We have just come through an election in which more money was raised and spent on
races for Congress and the Presidency than ever before. This system is badly broken. Every one
involved in it — every one of us here — must take responsibility for this system, and for fixing it.

Senators McCain and Feingold, Representatives Shays and Meehan, have reached across
party lines to craft reform. It would curb spending, reduce the role of special interests, create a
level playing field between challengers and incumbents and ban the large soft money contributions
both parties receive. [And it does something we should have done a long time ago: It bans
contributions from people who are not citizens.]

You know and I know: delay will mean the death of reform. We must work together to
enact campaign finance reform, and we should do it by the day we celebrate the birth of our

democracy, by July 4.

If we balance the budget, finish welfare reform, and enact campaign finance reform, we
will have cleared the path to prepare America for the new century ahead.

Then, the most important thing we can do — and my number one priority as
President for the next four years — is to work together to meet these goals: Every 8 year

old will be able to read, every 12 year old will be able to log on to the Internet, every 18

year old will be able to go to college — and American children must have the best education

in the world. ‘{"}7‘6\ ~ '3

My balanced budget makes an unprecedented commitment to stronger education'[ N#S‘ 1
billion next year. We are going to do our part here in Washington. But when it comes to
educatloz, that is nowhere near enough.

o E f"-tv\ts

I have a plan we all must work on, a Plan for America's Schools, based on four prmaplw,
to which we must commit ourselves tonight. [hold up booklet]

First, we must set the highest national standards for education, and help our children reach
them. Fourth graders must be able to read, and read well. Eighth graders must be able to do
algebra. Twelfth graders must master a rigorous high school curriculum.

Over the next two years, we will develop a national fourth grade reading test and a
national 8th grade math test, based on widely accepted, world-class standards. Tonight, I issue a

3
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national challenge: By 1999, every state should require these national tests of basic skills. And to
help make sure a high school diploma means something, we should provide the Third
Intemnational Math and Science Survey — the TIMSS test — to every school district that wants it.
Children all over the world have taken this test. We should give more of our high school students
the chance to test themselves against students around the world.

Raising standards will not be easy. Some of our children will not be able to meet them at
first. But the point is, this is how we will lift them up. These tests will help show us who needs
extra help, and which schools need improvement. And these tests will help us end social
promotion in America, so children move from grade to grade only when they are ready.

To help all our children read, I want a citizen army of one million volunteers to tutor those
who need extra help. My balanced budget invests $2.75 billion for this. Tonight, I am proud to
announce that 60 college presidents have pledged tens of thousands of work study students to
work one year as reading tutors. —_ wst ol AL he

These tests are far more than just tests of our children. This entire endeavor is a test of :
our nation, of our ability to step up to the challenges of the global economy and the Information
Age. We must make American education, like America itself, the envy of the world.

We know our kids can leam. They can do this. But we have to make it possible for them
to succeed. This is a challenge to every govemnor, every teacher, every educator, every parent,
every business person in America. We know we can make this work, because we see examples of
what works all across this country. Tonight, I am very pleased to have with us two students who
scored among the best in the country on the TIMSS test, and their teacher. [Intro TIMSS]

[Teacher] reminds us why the second part of my plan is so important. My budget will help
more than 100,000 teachers get national certification as master teachers. We must reward good
teachers, and find ways to quickly and fairly remove those few who don’t measure up. Now we
have to do more to challenge the best of our young people to look at teaching as a career.

The second part of my plan calls on every state to let parents choose the right public
school for their children. Innovation and competition will make our public schools better. We
must do more to encourage teachers and parents to start public charter schools that set and meet
the highest standards. My balanced budget doubles the funding set aside to help start charter
schools, so by the Year 2000, there will be 3,000.

We cannot raise our children up in schools that are literally falling down. My budget
includes $5 billion to spur $20 billion in school construction and modemization over the next four
years.

Finally, we must press forward to make sure character education is a part of every -
curriculum. We cannot raise standards on every other subject if we fail to teach our children how
to be good citizens. We should continue to promote order and discipline, supporting communities

4
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that introduce school uniforms, impose curfews, enforce truancy laws, and get disruptive kids out
of the classroom.

We must do our part, but the responsibility for success belongs to every American.
Tonight, I pledge to take this plan to the country, to enlist America’s support in this crusade for
tomorrow’s children. [mention of Governors who might be present; legislature speeches?]

To prepare our people for the 21st Century, we must make the 13th and 14th years of
education — at least two years of college — as universal in America as high school is today.

My balanced budget does more than ever before to give college scholarships to deserving
students, with the largest Pell Grant increase in 20 years.

And, to open the doors to college, we should cut taxes. My balanced budget includes
America's HOPE scholarship, a-$1,500 tax credit for college tuition, enough to pay for the typical
community college; a $10,000 deduction for all education after high school; a tax-free IRA so
families can save for college.

No working family need ever pay a nickel of taxes on money they save for college — and I
ask you to pass this so every American who works hard can go to college.

All our people must have the chance to leam new skills throughout their lives. The G.L
Bill for Workers will transform the confusing tangle of federal training programs into a single,
simple skill grant that will go directly to workers. For too long, this bill has sat before you
without action. Our worker training system does not work. It is time to fix it.

We should parents teach their children in their earliest years. My balanced budget WA
expands Head S ne million children'’s§ 2002. I am pleased to announce we will convene a (R /
White House Conference on Early Learning and the Brain and the Vice President’s Family
Conference this spring, to apply the newest scientific insights toward understanding how young
children leam. It is never too early to learn, and we can never do too much to help them. .

To prepare America for the 21st century, we must harness these powerful forces of
knowledge, science and technology to the service of all Americans.

This is the first State of the Union to be carried live over the Internet. But we have only
scratched the surface of the computer revolution. --

Last year, I challenged our nation to connect every classroom and library to the Internet
by the Year 2000, bringing for the first time the same universe of lnowledge to an isolated rural
L scho lhgﬁe‘tan jnoer city high school, or a magnet school in a well-off suburb. My plan
e P eréase ogy Literacy Fund-by $225-mitlion. Last year, Vice-President Gore and I =
*  joimed-20,000 volunteers to connect thousands of schools in California at the first of [tk] Net
Days across America. This year, I challenge every state to have a Net Day. And I challenge
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every computer company, communications company, and computer lover in America to join up.

We must build the second generation Internet. My balanced budget includes [$100
million] to connect 100 universities and national labs with an Internet up to 1,000 times faster
than today’s - powerful enough to connect patients in rural hospitals to America’s best doctors
and cutting edge medical equipment. We must work with the private sector to connect every
children’s hospital to the Internet as well, so a child in bed can stay in school. We should open U Al
the rich world of America’s heritage and culture to even more of our people. Tonight, I am /‘
pleased to annouhce that we will be working with the private sector to put 10 mllho \in 7
the Smithsonian collection online. )

| In the last few years, medical breakthroughs have brought new hope to people suffering
from spina bifida, AIDS, and cancer. My balanced budget includes a [tk]% increase in funding for I

our medical laboratories. [Expected breakthroughs by 2000 to come from NIH] -\Z»-c InC -
r on"
‘ ' = L» (&J.‘
Aswedo all these things to harness the forces of science in our lives, we will press 1 oW
]

forward to explore the heavens. Through the Mars probes, the international space station, ot Y "~
the project to explore the origins of life, we are inspiring our children to join the quest for new
knowledge in the 21st Century, even as we discover practical applxcatlons that make life better «‘n F Wy

here on Earth. @ ,-~1‘C
‘c r')"‘ J
To prepare America for the 21st Century, we must build stronger families. %'f

In the new century, with new pressures on people in the way they work and live, we must
help parents raise strong families and pass on their values to their children.

Every parent must uphold their most sacred responsibility. We should make it a felony for
any parent to cross state lines in an attempt to flee from his or her obligation-to pay child support.
And to America’s fathers, let me say: child support is no substitute for the love and discipline your
children need from you. You must be there for them.

For four years, the Family and Medical Leave Law has helped millions of our people.
Now we should expand Family Leave so parents can take time off for parent teacher conferences
or a child’s routine checkup. We should pass flextime so workers can choose to be paid for '

ertime not ini but al time off to be with th
> e omy%lica:?leb:n:fmthum-o d'f'h—l_hn-” urfpmill wance_ Thert 15 xméw")o‘*’w ‘@’T

For our families to be sfrong, we must continue, y-step, to give them m aggess to
affordable, quahty health care. ybalanced budgetwn 5 end health th coverags to' five,million
childr snin-America. It will help-all-pEopic




We must continue our efforts to protect the health of our children -- and that means
fighting to enforce our new rules to stop tobacco advertising aimed at children.

Beyond stronger education, beyond stronger families, to prepare America for the
21st Century, we must build stronger communities.

We must protect our environment and preserve our natural heritage for the 21st century.
My balanced budget provides the resources to clean up over 500 toxic waste sites — 2/3 of all
those in America — by the Year 2000. Our children should grow up next to parks, not poison.

Over the past four years, we saved Yellowstone from mining, established the largest
national park south of Alaska in California’s Mojave Desert; protected Utah’s magnificent Grand
Escalante Staircase; and we are working to save the Florida Everglades. Tonight, I'am
announcing a new category of protected national treasures — the American Heritage Rivers. We
protect our forests. We protect our deserts. We must also protect our cherished rivers — and we
will do it, starting now.

As we restore our communitid, we must make sure taxpayers never again pay to clean up
polluters' mess. I urge you to pass my proposal to make polluters live by this simple rule: lf you
pollute our environment, you clean it up.

Some of the worst pollution is in the heart of our cities. Our approach to renewing those
neighborhoods, and poor communities across America, is to bring the full force of the private
economy to bear — to create jobs, spur investment by businesses and loans by banks, and restore
hope. Iurge you to pass the brownfields initiative, restoring contaminated properties to
productive use, and to pass a new round of Empowerment Zones to spread economic growth to
our poorest inner cities and rural communities.

And we, together, must pledge tonight that we will use these approaches including
private sector tax incentives -- to renew this great capital city, so it is once again the proud face
America shows the world.

In the fight for strong communities, nothing is more important than the fight against crime
and violence. Serious crime has dropped five years in a row -- the longest decline in decades. The
key has been community policing -- and we must finish the job of putting 100,000 police officers
on the street. We should pass a Victims’ Rights Amendment to the Constitution. We should set a
goal to deport a record 100,000 criminals and other illegal aliens this year.

And, for the next four years, our goal must be to mount a full scale assault on juvenile
crime. I will submit comprehensive legislation that declares war on criminal gangs, with new
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prosecutors and tougher penalties; gives judges more power to crack down on gang members
who intimidate witnesses; extends the Brady Bill so a minor who commits a violent crime will |
never be given the right to own a handgun; requires trigger safety locks to prevent unauthorized
use; and provides resources to keep schools open late, on weekends, and in the summer, so young
people have someplace to go and something to say yes to.

Helping young people through service is exactly why President Bush, General Colin
Powell, and former Housing Secretary Henry Cisneros joined Vice President Gore and me at the
White House to announce the Presidents’s Summit of Service, to be held in Philadelphia in April.
Out of that summit, we want to mobilize millions of Americans to serve our young people in F,0C.
thousands of ways. Already, AmeriCorps, our national service program, has helped
people to work their way through college as they serve America. Citizen service belongs to no
party or ideology. It is an American responsibility which all Americans should embrace in their
daily lives. And I hope many more of our young people will take up that responsibility as well.

Our young people should never forget that their first responsibility is to take care of
themselves.

My balanced budget includes the largest anti-drug effort ever: to stop drugs at their
source, punish those who push them, and steer young people away.

Let me say a word directly to you, our children: As we work to build a strong future for
you, you have to think about what kind of future you want to have for yourself. E‘Iothing your ’”3:3(
parents do, nothing anyone can do, will keep drugs out of your hands if you set out to find them. |\"\*~ 7
Drugs are deadly. They will ruin your life. Don’t let them._ItZs_up_tgm] S 1

And to prepare America for the 21st Century, we must master the forces of global
change and keep American leadership strong in this new time.

Almost exactly fifty years ago - on March 17, 1947 — President Harry Truman stood
before Congress and called for a national commitment to make America the free world’s
indispensable nation. We launched the Marshall Plan to rebuild our allies and former adversaries.
We created the institutions and provided the resources that brought the West security and
prosperity - and victory in the Cold War. Because of those commitments, more people than ever
before share the ideals that ideals that define America and the interests we defend.

Now, we face another time of change and moment of choice. We dismantled many of the
blocs and barriers that divided the world for our parents. But we still must finish creating the new
institutions and understandings that will make the world work for our children. We must commit
ourselves anew to taking the steps that will keep America the indispensable nation for the entire
world.

Our first task must be to build, for the very first time, an undivided, peaceful and
democratic Europe. When Europe is stable, America is more secure. When Europe prospers, so
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does America.

Nearly half a century ago, NATO strengthened struggling democracies and paved the way
for prosperity in Europe’s west. Now, we can do the same for Europe’s east by opening NATO's
doors to new democracies and building a strong NATO-Russia partnership. This summer, I will
go to Madrid for a special NATO summit. Together, we, here, should commit our country to an
expanded NATO by 1999, in which countries that were once our enemies become our allies to
keep Europe united and at peace. :

Second, in a global economy with global security challenges, America must look to the
East no less than the West — and build a true community of nations in the Asia Pacific. Our
security demands it: Americans have fought three wars in Asia in living memory. Our prosperity
requires it: more than 2 million American jobs depend on trade with Asia.

As we tear down trade barriers and build up our alliances, that Pacific community is taking
shape. But we must not let our progress mask the peril that remains. We must dismantle North
Korea’s frozen nuclear program, as North Korea has agreed. I call on you to fund America’s
contribution to this effort. And we must advance peace talks between South Korea and North
Korea to bridge the final divide of the Cold War.

We must pursue a deeper dialogue with China. An isolated, inward looking China is not
in our interest. Instead, we must work together on common problems like weapons proliferation
and deal with fundamental differences like human rights. As contacts grow . . . as markets expand
and information flows . . . as China plays its rightful role in the world... a more open society can
gain strength. I look forward to exchanging state visits with President Jiang - not because we
agree on everything, but because a constructive U.S.-China relationship matters to the world.

Third, the American people will only know true security if they have the opportunity to
prosper in the global economy. These past four years, we made it our mission to open markets
abroad and create good jobs at home. More than two hundred trade agreements later, America is
once again the world’s number one exporter and most competitive nation.

Now, we must build on that momentum throughout Asia and Latin America - and to
place the United States at the hub of the two most dynamic regions on earth. I am pleased to
announce tonight that I will travel to Mexico in April, then to [tk] in May, to advance that goal.
And I will work with Congress to make - and enforce — trade agreements that are good for
America.

Fourth, we must continue to be an unrelenting force for peace — from the Middle East to
Northern Ireland to Africa. Considered risks for peace lessen the likelihood of more costly
conflicts. It encourages other nations to focus on their people, not their arsenals. It helps build a
community willing to tackle shared problems together.

In Bosnia, with American leadership, the killing has stopped — but the habits of peace are
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slow to take hold. That is why I agreed for our troops to take part in a smaller follow-on force
that should complete its mission by June 1998. The force will help prevent hostilities from
resuming so economic reconstruction and political reconciliation can accelerate -- and Bosnia’s
peace can become self-sustaining. Tonight, I ask Congress to continue its strong support for our
troops. They are doing a remarkable job for America — America must do right by them.

Fifth, we must move strongly against new threats to our security that respect no borders:
weapons of mass destruction... terrorism... international crime and drug trafficking. The '
American people:are more secure — and should be proud -- because we have dramatically reduced
the threat of weapons of mass destruction. We reached an historic accord to end nuclear testing
for all time. We extended the treaty to halt the spread of nuclear weapons. With Russia, we
made deep cuts in our nuclear arsenals and agreed to stop targeting each other’s citizens. We are
working to prevent nuclear materials from falling into the wrong hands and to rid the world of
landmines.

But the American people will have no cause for pride if we fail the test of leadership that
lies ahead: ratifying the Chemical Weapons Convention. The Convention will make our troops
safer from chemical attack. It will help us fight terrorism and isolate rogue states. That is why
the Reagan Administration negotiated the Convention... the Bush Administration signed it... and
XX nations have approved it. Together, let us make the Chemical Weapons Convention law —
and begin to banish poison gas from this earth.

Preparing America for the 21st century cannot be done on the cheap; the price of neglect
would be far greater. We must maintain a strong and ready military - and we will, by increasing
weapons modernization funding 40 percent by the Year 2000. Our men and women in uniform
have preserved our freedom in the past. They must have the equnpment and training to preserve it
in the future.

We must renew our commitment to America’s diplomacy. Every dollar we devote to
diplomacy and to the international financial institutions brings a sure return in security and :
savings. Yet international affairs spending totals just one percent of the federal budget versus
sixteen percent when Harry Truman asked America to choose engagement over escapism. We
have to do better.

The United Nations can help us spread the risks and the costs of leadership -- saving
children’s lives, sheltering refugees, giving peace a chance to take hold. Its new Secretary
General is committed to reform. As the UN cuts waste and streamlines staff, the United States
should pay our debts and our dues.

At the key points of the second half of this century, Republicans and Democrats have
disagreed on specific policies. But we have always agreed on the need for American leadership.
That bipartisan support has fortified our strength.

Before this month is out, I will ask the leadership of both houses and both parties to meet
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with me to work on America's foreign policy agenda. The actions we take, much like the actions
we took 50 years ago, will shape the lives of every American for decades to come.

Finally, perhaps our most important leadership of the world grows out of the power
of our example — and our ability to remain strong as One America.

People all over the world are splitting apart because of conflicts of race or religion or
ethnicity. And this division is fueling the fanaticism of terror. We-are the world’s most diverse
democracy. And the world looks to us to show it is possible to live and learn together across all
differences.

We do this, not only for the world, but for our children. The global economy requires us
to cooperate with, for the first tsme, on billions of people around the world who are dxﬁ'erent from
us. Our diversity in this new era is not a weakness -- it is our greatest strength.

Despite this, we see evidence all around us that our work is not yet done. We have seen it
in the awful resurgence of church burnings. We see it every day in the sullen, hopeless faces worn
by too many of our youth. And too often, we see it in our corridors of business and halls of
government. Too many people still spend their time trying to drive wedges between us - black
against white, haves against have nots, old immigrants against new.

But we also see signs of hope. Two men of faith are with us tonight who reflect the light
of reconciliation that must shine in all our lives. Rev. Terrence Mackey is pastor of Mt. Zion
AME Church in Greelyville, South Carolina. When his church was one of those destroyed by
arson last year, Rev. Mackey refused to give in to bitterness. He and his neighbors - people of
different races and faiths — joined together to rebuild that church. And I hope no one forgets the
words he told his daughter when she asked him how anyone could set fire to their church. He
told her, “They didn’t burn down the church. They burned down the building in which we hold
church. The church is inside all of us.” '

The second man is one of America’s best known pastors, Rev. Robert Schuller. A few
days before my second inauguration, Rev. Schuller suggested that I look at Isaiah 58:12, and it
was on that verse that I placed my hand when I took the oath of office. It says: “Thou shalt raise
up the foundations of many generations, and thou shalt be called, the repairer of the breach, the
restorer of paths to dwell in.” Rev. Mackey and Rev. Schuller teach us that no matter what our
differences — in our faiths, in our backgrounds, in our politics - we all must be repairers of the
breach. We may not all share a common past, but surely we share a common future. Those two
men are sitting with my wife Hillary; I’d like them both to stand.

[Over two centuries ago, at the very end of the Constitutional Convention, one of the
drafters posed this question: “Can you imagine that this vast country, [spreading across the
continent], will 150 years [from now] remain one nation?” That is still the central question for
America. Through all the changes we faced as a nation, we did stay together. And now we must
imagine that we can do it again, that we can indeed form a more perfect union, despite all the
forces of change swirling about us at this remarkable moment. Cutable]



This is hard work. But there is nothing more important we can do. Our unity is our
greatest strength. It is the “foundation of many generations,” the foundation of every other
strength we must build for the 21st century.

We don’t have a moment to waste. Tomorrow morning, there will be barely 1,000 days
until the Year 2000. 1,000 days to prepare our people. 1,000 days to work together. 1,000 days
to fulfill our promise. My fellow Americans, we must answer our call to action. Our obligation is
clear. We have work to do. o

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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0-3 Language

Through recent scientific research, we now know much more about children’s emotional and
cognitive development during the earliest years of life. And we are committed to helping
parents use this research to do the very best they can for their children. That’s why our reading
initiative includes a component for parents as their childrens’ first teaches. That’s why my
balanced budget expands Head Start to (not “by”) one million children by 2002. And that’s why
we will convene a White House Conference on Early Learning on the Brain and the Vice
President’s Family Conference this Spring, to explore the applications of this research for
families, care takers and policy-makers.
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December 7, 1994

MEMORANDUM TO ELI SEGAL”
SHIRLEY SAGAWA
RICK ALLEN
JANET V. GREEN

FROM: Ak Nagasen

SUBJECT: AMERICORPS HEROES FOR STATE OF THE UNION

Attached please find six great heroes that I would recommend for our possible seats with
Mrs. Clinton at the State of the Union Address. I'd be happy to talk to you about any of
them, or continue to look for others which may be more suitable to the specifics you have
in mind.
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LANE KIRKLAND
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND
CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS

WASKINGTON,D.C. 20006

February 1, 1994

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Thank you for your generous invitation to join you in
the gallery for the State of the Union Address last week.

It was an honor and a pleasure to be your guest and to
listen again to a President who clearly has the best interests of
all the American people at heart and who is prepared to
confront the nation’s problems with intelligence and vigor.

I look forward to the opportunities ahead to work with
President Clinton, and with you, toward the achievement of the
many goals we share.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely,

G2

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500



GUESTS OF THE FIRST LADY FOR STATE OF THE UNION
ADDITIONAL PRESS BACKGROUND AND BIO INFORMATION

AMERICORPS MEMBERS AND KANSAS CITY CHIEF OF POLICE

CINDY PERRY of Simpson County, Kentucky

Cindy Perry, 31-years-old and a mother of four, was approached to join Americorps
when she was volunteering in the nurses' office of Simpson Elementary School. Through
AmeriCorps, Cindy works with six individual children every school day on their reading
skills, and helps others -- particularly those with special needs -- through educational after-
school activities. Married at age 14, she never finished high school. But by becoming an
AmeriCorps member, she has gained the opportunity to demonstrate her leadership, creativity
and commitment to her community, and the chance to receive her GED, which she earned
two weeks ago.

Not only are the lives of the second graders transformed by Cindy's service, but her
own life has been changed by national service as well. "If it had not been for Americorps,"
she says. "I doubt that I would have ever gotten my GED -- let alone be making plans to g@
to college."

AmeriCorps Service Learning Impacting Children's Education (SLICE CORPS)

Cindy Perry works in conjunction with AmeriCorps Service Learning Impacting
Children's Education (SLICE CORPS) -- a unique program focusing substantial resources on a
low-income rural community, Simpson County, Kentucky. Through the program, 20
AmeriCorps members are teaching reading skills to nearly half the county's second grade
students and involving parents in school-related activities. The program has been successful
raising students' reading scores from two grades below official standards to one grade above.

Because of tutoring sessions and individual education plans developed and implemented by
AmeriCorps members and classroom teachers, in the program's first four months. The average
spelling test scores of tutored children have increased 22 percent , reading performances have
markedly improved , and every child's parents have been visited at home by the AmeriCorps
team, with many becoming actively involved in the school and the children's academic
success.



PHILIP WU of Miami, Florida

After graduating from high school in Staten Island, New York, Philip Wu enlisted in
the U.S. Army, serving as a telecommunications specialist for four years in Ft. Hood, Texas
and Kaiserlautern, Germany. Philip used his G.I. Bill benefits to pay for two years at the
University of Central Texas and plans to use his AmeriCorps voucher to finish his education
in the field of social work.

Peter is serving as an AmeriCorps member in Habitat for Humanity International,
building homes in Miami. One of his most rewarding Americorps experiences came last
November, when the Wolfs, owners of a house that Philip helped frame and roof, invited him
to share Thanksgiving dinner with them and their three children

Every Friday night, Philip can be found in Liberty City and Overtown, two of the
poorest enclaves of Miami, working with troubled youth and the homeless.

Philip spoke to the President doing August/September of the 1992 campaign, on a ride
on the Staten Island ferry. Philip says that he and a few other people spoke to the President
for the entire half-hour ride about revamping education system of the country, providing day
care for single mothers and creating programs that reward hard work and community
responsibility.

Habitat for Humanity International

Habitat for Humanity International calls itself "an ecumenical housing ministry that
forms partnerships between the community and people in need to build homes, develop
community and create hope -- one house at a time."

All AmeriCorps Habitat for Humanity members live together as a team in Habitat
volunteer houses and do construction work, as well as supervising and training part-time,
unpaid volunteers to assist them. They work alongside the future homeowners, who are
putting in their down payment in "sweat equity."

AmeriCorps members in Miami work on a 90 home construction site called Habitat
Villas, in all phases of construction including house framing, painting , and roofing. At
present, 44 of these houses are either completed or under construction, with the remainder
slated for commencement during 1995.



COLIN YOST

Colin Yost, 24, is the team leader for the Portland site of the AmeriCorps
Neighborhood Green Corps. Growing up in a cabin in the forests of Oregon solidified Colin's
love of the environment early in his life. Colin says that he feels a great amount of
satisfaction when he and his team leave a house that they have weatherized because "the
difference is tangible. You can actually feel that the house is warmer."

Colin's five-person team has recently weatherized 72 houses, conducted 122 energy
audits and begun their lead poisoning abatement project, where they will teach families how
to lower their risk of lead poisoning, organize nurses' visits to screen for lead levels in
children's blood, and screen houses for unsafe levels of lead.

Colin graduated from the University of Pennsylvania cum laude with a B.A. in English
and Environmental Studies in 1992.

AmeriCorps Neighborhood Green Corps

AmeriCorps Neighborhood Green Corps works in partnership with community groups
and local agencies. Members work in teams of five on three projects for three months each:
energy conservation, lead poisoning, and urban green spaces. In their energy conservation
efforts, members work with community organizations to educate residents about energy
conservation measures, distribute energy-saving devices and weatherize low-income
apartments and homes. During their lead poisoning abatement projects, members identify
high-risk populations, and then help families remove toxics, test their children for exposure
and connect those who need it with medical help. Finally, AmeriCorps members work with
residents to plan, create, and expand community gardens.

LARON FIELD

Laron Field is a 22-year-old working with AmeriCorps Blue Hills Together -- a
program formed as a partnership between the Kansas City Police Department, the YMCA, and
other community organizations -- which trains residents in anti-crime initiatives and
contributed to the closing down of 12 drug houses this past summer. The program began as
part of the 1994 Summer of Safety and now includes 33 part-time members, most of whom
come from the Blue Hills neighborhood that they serve.

Members range from 18 - 55 years old. Working with the police and community
residents, the Summer of Safety program helped close 12 drug houses over the summer and
reclaimed the neighborhood's Brooklyn Park from gangs and drug dealers -- making it safe
enough for the neighborhood association's family picnic for the first time in five years.



AmeriCorps members recruit volunteer block captains, arrange neighborhood anti-
crime meetings and assist community policing officers. Through the help and training of
- Americorps members, neighbors help police monitor and record drug activity and then close
the drug houses down.

KANSAS CITY POLICE CHIEF STEVEN BISHOP

Polcie Chief Steven Bishop is a 25-year veteran of the Kansas City Police Department.
and a nationally recognized community policing expert. He is a strong supporter of
AmeriCorps.

THE LUCAS FAMILY

JACK LUCAS

As the country approaches the 50th Anniversary of the battle of Iwo Jima next month,
the First Lady will be joined at the State of the Union this evening by Jack Lucas, a veteran
of Iwo Jima whose heroics in that battle earned him the Congressional Medal of Honor. At
age 17, Jack Lucas was the youngest Marine ever and youngest man in this century to be
awarded Congressional Medal of Honor. It was awarded to him by President Harry Truman
in October, 1945. Retired form the military, he lives today in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. A
newsclipping on Mr. Lucas' heroics during the war from "The Boot," a Marine base
newspaper from Paris Island, is attached. Mr. Lucas will be joined this évening by his one
and grandson.

Jimmy Lucas, Jack Lucas' son, is a veterinarian from Lewisville, North Carolina who
served in the U.S. Army from 1969 - 74, including service in Vietnam. He graduated from
West Point in 1969.

Matthew Lucas, age 16, is Jack Lucas' grandson and a student at North Forsyth High
School in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

REV. JOHN AND MRS. CHERRY

Rev. John A. Cherry is pastor of the AM.E. Zion Church in Temple Hills, Maryland -
- a congregation of more than 17,000 members and growing by 200 a month. He will attend
the State of the Union tonight with his wife, Rev. Diana Cherry, who also preaches at A.M.E.
Zion. President Clinton addressed Rev. Cherry's congregation last summer.



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE
005. list re: Guest sof the First Lady for State of the Union [partial] (1 page) n.d. b(6)
COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records

First Lady's Office

Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 23252

FOLDER TITLE:
SOTU [State of the Union] 1998 and 1999

2013-0534-S
rcl641

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

P1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA]

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA]

P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA]

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA|

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
of gift.
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).
RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA|]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]



The church encourages personal responsibility and provides enrichment programs for
the entire family at every stage of life. Their "Save the Seed" ministry imparts spiritual
awareness in male members, bringing men in from the streets and taking them through the
natural and spiritual development that allows them to be examples to their homes and to lead
a productive life in society.

SECOND LT. MARY KAY MCLEAN

Second Lt. Mary Kay McLean - 31, served in Air Force in Kuwait and recently
_returned. Lt. McLean was a key player in Operations UPHOLD DEMOCRACY and
VIGILANT WARRIOR. Lt. McLean deployed to Southwest Asia during VIGILANT
WARRIOR woth her team of 20 Pope AFB Services professionals and set up a bare base for
the deployment of the 23rd Wings 75th Fighter Squadron, the first permanently assigned
fighter squadron in Kuwait. Her parents are from Oklahoma.

CORPORAL GREGORY DEPESTRE

Corporal Gregory Depestre, 24, served with Marines in Haiti in Operation Restore
Hope and Uphold Democracy. PFC Depestre is stationed at Marine Corps Security Force
Battalion, Norfolk, Virginia and was promoted to his present rank on August 1, 1993. His
personal decorations include Joint Service Commendation Medal and the Combat Action
Ribbon, He was bornin| | bX&)  but was raised in Port-au-Prince and his C0057)
parents are native Haitians.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:
THE STATE OF THE UNION

THE CAPITOL
Tuesday, January 24, 1995

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, members of the 104th Congress, my fellow Americans:
Again we are here in the sanctuary of democracy, and once again, our democracy
has spoken. So let me begin by congratulating all of you here in the 104th Congress,
and congratulating you, Mr. Speaker.

If we agree on nothing else tonight, we must agree that the American people
certainly voted for change in 1992 and in 1994. And as I look out at you, I know how
some of you must have felt in 1992.

I must say that in both years we didn’t hear America singing, we heard
America shouting. And now all of us, Republicans and Democrats alike, must say:
We hear you. We will work together to earn the jobs you have given us. For we are
the keepers of the sacred trust, and we must be faithful to it in this new and very
demanding era.

Over 200 years ago, our founders changed the entire course of human history
by joining together to create a new country based on a single powerful idea: “We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights, and among these are life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.”

It has fallen to every generation since then to preserve that idea—the American
idea—and to deepen and expand its meaning to new and different times: To Lincoln
and his Congress, to preserve the Union and to end slavery. To Theodore Roosevelt
and Woodrow Wilson, to restrain the abuses and excesses of the Industrial
Revolution, and to assert our leadership in the world. To Franklin Roosevelt, to fight
the failure and pain of the Great Depression, and to win our country’s great strug-
gle against fascism. And to all our presidents since, to fight the Cold War.

Especially, I recall two who struggled to fight that Cold War in partnership
with congresses where the majority was of a different party. To Harry Truman, who
summoned us to unparalleled prosperity at home, and who built the architecture of
the Cold War. And to Ronald Reagan, whom we wish well tonight, and who exhort-
ed us to carry on until the twilight struggle against communism was won.

In another time of change and challenge, I had the honor to be the first presi-
dent to be elected in the post-Cold War era, an era marked by the global economy,
the information revolution, unparalleled change and opportunity and insecurity for
the American people.

I came to this hallowed chamber two years ago on a mission—to restore the
American Dream for all our people and to make sure that we move into the 21st cen-
tury still the strongest force for freedom and democracy in the entire world. I was
determined then to tackle the tough problems too long ignored. In this effort I am
frank to say that I have made my mistakes, and I have learned again the importance



of humility in all human endeavor. But Iam also proud to say tonight that our coun-
try is stronger than it was two years ago.

Record numbers—record numbers of Americans are succeeding in the new
global economy. We are at peace and we are a force for peace and freedom through-
out the world. We have almost six million new jobs since I became president, and we
have the lowest combined rate of unemployment and inflation in 25 years. Our busi-
nesses are more productive and here we have worked to bring the deficit down, to
expand trade, to put more police on our streets, to give our citizens more of the tools
they need to get an education and to rebuild their own communities.

But the rising tide is not lifting all boats. While our nation is enjoying peace
and prosperity, too many of our people are still working harder and harder, for less
and less. While our businesses are restructuring and growing more productive and
competitive, too many of our people still can’t be sure of having a job next year or
even next month. And far more than our material riches are threatened; things far
more precious too us—our children, our families, our values.

Our civil life is suffering in America today. Citizens are working together less
and shouting at each other more. The common bonds of community which have
been the great strength of our country from its very beginning are badly frayed.
What are we to do about it?

More than 60 years ago, at the dawn of another new era, President Roosevelt
told our nation, “New conditions impose new requirements on government and
those who conduct government.” And from that simple proposition, he shaped the
New Deal, which helped to restore our nation to prosperity and define the relation-
ship between our people and their government for half a century.

That approach worked in its time. But we today, we face a very different time
and very different conditions. We are moving from an Industrial Age built on gears
and sweat to an Information Age demanding skills and learning and flexibility. Our
government, once a champion of national purpose, is now seen by many as simply
a captive of narrow interests, putting more burdens on our citizens rather than
equipping them to get ahead. The values that used to hold us all together seem to be
coming apart. ;

So tonight, we must forge a new social compact to meet the challenges of this
time. As we enter a new era, we need a new set of understandings, not just with gov-
ernment, but even more important, with one another as Americans.

That's what I want to talk with you about tonight. I call it the New Covenant.
But it’s grounded in a very, very old idea—that all Americans have not just a right,
but a solid responsibility to rise as far as their God-given talents and determination
can take them; and to give something back to their communities and their country
in return. Opportunity and responsibility: They go hand in hand. We can’t have one
without the other. And our national community can’t hold together without both.

Our New Covenant is a new set of understandings for how we can equip our
people to meet the challenges of a new economy, how we can change the way our
government works to fit a different time, and, above all, how we can repair the dam-
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aged bonds in our society and come together behind our common purpose. We must
have dramatic change in our economy, our government and ourselves.

My fellow Americans, without regard to party, let us rise to the occasion. Let
us put aside partisanship and pettiness and pride. As we embark on this new course,
let us put our country first, remembering that regardless of party label, we are all
Americans. And let the final test of everything we do be a simple one: Is it good for
the American people?

Let me begin by saying that we cannot ask Americans to be better citizens if we
are not better servants. You made a good start by passing that law which applies to
Congress all the laws you put on the private sector, and I was proud to sign it yes-
terday.

But we have a lot more to do before people really trust the way things work
around here. Three times as many lobbyists are in the streets and corridors of
Washington as were here 20 years ago. The American people look at their capital and
they see a city where the well-connected and the well-protected can work the sys-
tem, but the interests of ordinary citizens are often left out.

As the new Congress opened its doors, lobbyists were still doing business as

usual—the gifts, the trips, all the things that people are concerned about haven’t

stopped. Twice this month you missed opportunities to stop these practices. I know
there were other considerations in those votes, but I want to use something that I've
heard my Republican friends say from time to time—there doesn’t have to be a law
for everything. So tonight, I ask you to just stop taking the lobbyists’ perks. Just stop.

We don’t have to wait for legislation to pass to send a strong signal to the
American people that things are really changing. But I also hope you will send me
the strongest possible lobby reform bill, and I'll sign that, too.

We should require lobbyists to tell the people for whom they work what
they’re spending, what they want. We should also curb the role of big money in elec-
tions by capping the cost of campaigns and limiting the influence of PACs.

And as I have said for three years, we should work to open the airwaves so that
they can be an instrument of democracy, not a weapon of destruction by giving free
TV time to candidates for public office.

When the last Congress killed political reform last year, it was reported in the
press that the lobbyists actually stood in the halls of this sacred building and
cheered. This year, let’s give the folks at home something to cheer about.

More important, I think we all agree that we have to change the way the gov-
ernment works. Let’s make it smaller, less costly and smaller—leaner, not meaner.

I just told the Speaker the equal time doctrine is alive and well.

The New Covenant approach to governing is as different from the old bureau-
cratic way as the computer is from the manual typewriter. The old way of govern-
ing around here protected organized interests. We should look out for the interests
of ordinary people. The old way divided us by interest, constituency or class. The
New Covenant way should unite us behind a common vision of what’s best for our
country. The old way dispensed services through large, top-down, inflexible bureau-



cracies. The New Covenant way should shift these resources and decision-making
from bureaucrats to citizens, injecting choice and competition and individual
responsibility into national policy.

The old way of governing around here actually seemed to reward failure. The
New Covenant way should have built-in incentives to reward success. The old way
was centralized here in Washington. The New Covenant way must take hold in the
communities all across America. And we should help them to do that.

Our job here is to expand opportunity, not bureaucracy; to empower people to
make the most of their own lives; and to enhance our security here at home and
abroad. We must not ask government to do what we should do for ourselves. We
should rely on government as a partner to help us to do more for ourselves and for
each other.

I hope very much that as we debate these specific and exciting matters, we can
go beyond the sterile discussion between the illusion that there is somehow a pro-
gram for every problem on the one hand, and the other illusion that the government
is a source of every problem we have. Our job is to get rid of yesterday’s government
so that our own people can meet today’s and tomorrow’s needs. And we ought to
do it together.

You know, for years before I became president, I heard others say they would
cut government and how bad it was. But not much happened. We actually did it. We
cut over a quarter of a trillion dollars in spending, more than 300 domestic pro-
grams, more than 100,000 positions from the federal bureaucracy in the last two
years alone. Based on decisions already made, we will have cut a total of more than
a quarter of a million positions from the federal government, making it the smallest
it has been since John Kennedy was president, by the time I come here again next
year.

Under the leadership of Vice President Gore, our initiatives have already saved
taxpayers $63 billion. The age of the $500 hammer and the ashtray you can break on
David Letterman is gone. Deadwood programs, like mohair subsidies, are gone.
We've streamlined the Agriculture Department by reducing it by more than 1,200

offices. We’ve slashed the small business loan form from an inch thick to a single

page. We've thrown away the government’s 10,000-page personnel manual. And the
government is working better in important ways: FEMA, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, has gone from being a disaster to helping people in disasters.

You can ask the farmers in the Middle West who fought the flood there or the
people in California who have dealt with floods and earthquakes and fires, and
they’ll tell you that. Government workers, working hand in hand with private busi-
ness, rebuilt Southern California’s fractured freeways in record time and under bud-
get. And because the federal government moved fast, all but one of the 5,600 schools
damaged in the earthquake are back in business.

Now, there are a lot of other things that I could talk about. I want to just men-
tion one because it will be discussed here in the next few weeks. University admin-
istrators all over the country have told me that they are saving weeks and weeks of
bureaucratic time now because of our direct college loan program, which makes col-
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lege loans cheaper and more affordable, with better repayment terms for students,
costs the government less, and cuts out paperwork and bureaucracy for the govern-
ment and for the universities. We shouldn’t cap that program. We should give every
college in America the opportunity to be a part of it.

Previous government programs gather dust. The reinventing government
report is getting results. And we're not through. There’s going to be a second round
of reinventing government. We propose to cut $130 billion in spending by shrinking
departments, extending our freeze on domestic spending, cutting 60 public housing
programs down to three, getting rid of over 100 programs we do not need, like the
Interstate Commerce Commission and the Helium Reserve Program. And we’re
working on getting rid of unnecessary regulations and making them more sensible.
The programs and regulations that have outlived their usefulness should go. We
have to cut yesterday’s government to help solve tomorrow’s problems.

And we need to get government closer to the people its meant to serve. We need
to help move programs down to the point where states and communities and private
citizens in the private sector can do a better job. If they can do it, we ought to let them

. do it. We should get out of the way and let them do what they can do better.

Taking power away from federal bureaucracies and giving it back to commu-
nities and individuals is something everyone should be able to be for. It’s time for
Congress to stop passing on to the state the cost of decisions we make here in
Washington. ,

I know there are still serious differences over the details of the unfunded man-
dates legislation, but I want to work with you to make sure we pass a reasonable bill
which will protect the national interests and give justified relief where we need to
give it.

For years, Congress concealed in the budget scores of pet spending projects.
Last year was no different. There was a $1 million to study stress in plants, and $12
million for a tick removal program that didn’t work. It’s hard to remove ticks; those
of us who have had them know. But, I'll tell you something; if you'll give me the
line-item veto, I'll remove some of that unnecessary spending.

But I think we should all remember, and almost all of us would agree, that gov-
ernment still has important responsibilities. Our young people—we should think of
this when we cut—our young people hold our future in their hands. We still owe a
debt to our veterans. And our senior citizens have made us what we are.

Now, my budget cuts a lot. But it protects education, veterans, Social Security
and Medicare and I hope you will do the same thing. You should, and I hope you
will.

And when we give more flexibility to the states, let us remember that there are
certain fundamental national needs that should be addressed in every state, north
and south, east and west—immunization against childhood disease, school lunches
in all our schools, Head Start, medical care and nutrition for pregnant women and
infants. All these things are in the national interest.

I applaud your desire to get rid of costly and unnecessary regulations. But
when we deregulate, let’s remember what national action in the national interest has
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given us: safer foods for our families, safer toys for our children, safer nursing
homes for our parents, safer cars and highways, and safer workplaces, clean air and
cleaner water. Do we need common sense and fairness in our regulations? You bet
we do. But we can have common sense and still provide for safe drinking water. We
can have fairness and still clean up toxic dumps, and we ought to do it.

Should we cut the deficit more? Well, of course, we should. Of course, we
should. But we can bring it down in a way that still protects our economic recovery
and does not unduly punish people who should not be punished, but instead should
be helped.

I know many of you in this chamber support the balanced budget amendment.
I certainly want to balance the budget. Our administration has done more to bring
the budget down and to save money than any in a very, very long time. If you
believe passing this amendment is the right thing to do, then you have to be straight
with the American people. They have a right to know what you're going to cut and
how it’s going to affect them.

We should be doing things in the open around here. For example, everybody
ought to know if this proposal is going to endanger Social Security. I would oppose
that, and I think most Americans would.

Nothing is done more to undermine our sense of common responsibility than
our failed welfare system. This is one of the problems we have to face here in
Washington in our New Covenant. It rewards welfare over work. It undeimines
family values. It lets millions of parents get away without paying their child sup-
port. It keeps a minority, but a significant minority of the people on welfare trapped
on it for a very long time.

I worked on this problem for a long time, nearly 15 years now. As a governor
I had the honor of working with the Reagan administration to write the last welfare
reform bill back in 1988. In the last two years we made a good start in continuing the
work of welfare reform. Our administration gave two dozen states the right to slash
through federal rules and regulations to reform their own welfare systems, and to
try to promote work and responsibility over welfare and dependency.

Last year I introduced the most sweeping welfare reform plan ever presented
by an administration. We have to make welfare what it was meant to be—a second
chance, not a way of life. We have to help those on welfare move to work as quick-
ly as possible, to provide child care and teach them skills if that's what they need for
up to two years. And after that, there ought to be a simple hard rule: anyone who
can work must go to work. If a parent isn’t paying child support, they should be
forced to pay. We should suspend drivers’ licenses, track the across state lines, make
them work off what they owe. That is what we should do. Governments do not raise
children, people do. And the parents must take responsibility for the children they
bring into this world.

I want to work with you, with all of you, to pass welfare reform. But our goal
must be to liberate people and lift them up, from dependence to independence, from
welfare to work, from mere childbearing to responsible parenting. Our goal should
not be to punish them because they happen to be poor.
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We should—we should require work and mutual responsibility. But we
shouldn’t cut people off just because they’re poor, they’re young, or even because
they’re unmarried. We should promote responsibility by requiring young mothers
to live at home with their parents or in other supervised settings, by requiring them
to finish school. But we shouldn’t put them and their children out on the street.

And I know all the arguments, pro and con, and I have read and thought about
this for a long time. I still don’t think we can in good conscious punish poor children
for the mistakes of their parents. My fellow Americans, every single survey shows
that all the American people care about this without regard to party or race or
region. So let this be the year we end welfare as we know it. But also let this be the
year that we are all able to stop using this issue to divide America.

No one is more eager to end welfare. I may be the only president who has actu-
ally had the opportunity to sit in a welfare office, who's actually spent hours and
hours talking to people on welfare. And I am telling you, people who are trapped on
it know it doesn’t work. They also want to get off. So we can promote together edu-
cation and work and good parenting. I have no problem with punishing bad behav-
jor or the refusal to be a worker or a student, or a responsible parent. I just don’t want
to punish poverty and past mistakes. All of us have made our mistakes, and none of
us can change our yesterdays. But every one of us can change our tomorrows.

And America’s best example of that may be Lynn Woolsey, who worked her
way off welfare to become a congresswoman from the state of California.

I know the members of this Congress are concerned about crime, as are all the
citizens of our country. And I remind you that last year, we passed a very tough
crime bill—longer sentences, three strikes and you’re out, almost 60 new capital
punishment offenses, more prisons, more prevention, 100,000 more police. And we
paid for it all by reducing the size of the federal bureaucracy and giving the money
back to local communities to lower the crime rate.

There may be other things we can do to be tougher on crime, to be smarter with
crime, to help to lower that rate first. Well, if there are, let’s talk about them and let’s
do them. But let’s not go back on the things that we did last year that we know work;
that we know work because the local law enforcement officers tell us that we did the
right things, because local community leaders who have worked for years and years
to lower the crime rate tell us that they work.

Let's look at the experience of our cities and our rural areas where the crime
rate has gone down and ask the people who did it how they did it. And if what we
did last year supports the decline in the crime rate—and I am convinced that it
does—Ilet us not go back on it. Let’s stick with it, implement it. We’ve got four more
hard years of work to do to do that.

I don’t want to destroy the good atmosphere in the room or in the country
tonight, but I have to mention one issue that divided this body greatly last year. The
last Congress also passed the Brady Bill and, in the crime bill, the ban on 19 assault
weapons. I don’t think it’s a secret to anybody in this room that several members of
the last Congress who voted for that aren’t here tonight because they voted for it.
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And 1 know, therefore, that some of you who are here because they voted for it are
under enormous pressure to repeal it. I just have to tell you how 1 feel about it.

The members of Congress who voted for that bill and I would never do any-
thing to infringe on the right to keep and bear arms to hunt and to engage in other
appropriate sporting activities. I've done it since I was a boy, and I'm going to keep
right on doing it until I can’t do it anymore. But a lot of people laid down their seats
in Congress so that police officers and kids wouldn’t have to lay down their lives
under a hail of assault weapon attack—and I will not let that be repealed. I will not
let it be repealed.

I'd like to talk about a couple of other issues we have to deal with. I want us to
cut more spending, but I hope we won’t cut government programs that help to pre-
pare us for the new economy, promote responsibility and are organized from the
grass roots up, not by federal bureaucracy. The very best example of this is the
National Service Corps—AmeriCorps.

It passed with strong bipartisan support. And now there are 20,000 Americans,
more than every served in one year in the Peace Corps, working all over this coun-
try, helping people person to person in local, grass-roots volunteer groups, solving
problems and, in the process, earning some money for their education. This is citi-
zenship at its best. It's good for the AmeriCorps members, but it's good for the rest
of us, too. It’s the essence of the New Covenant, and we shouldn’t stop it.

All Americans, not only in the states most heavily affected, but in every place
in this country, are rightly disturbed by the large numbers of illegal aliens entering
our country. The jobs they hold might otherwise be held by citizens or legal immi-
grants. The public service they use impose burdens on our taxpayers. That’'s why
our administration has moved aggressively to secure our borders more by hiring a
record number of new border guards, by deporting twice as many criminal aliens as
ever before, by cracking down on illegal hiring, by barring welfare benefits to illegal
aliens.

In the budget I will present to you we will try to do more to speed the depor-
tation of illegal aliens who are arrested for crimes, to better identify illegal aliens in
the workplace as recommended by the commission headed by former
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan.

We are a nation of immigrants. But we are also a nation of laws. It is wrong and
ultimately self-defeating for a nation of immigrants to permit the kind of abuse of
our immigration laws we have seen in recent years, and we must do more to stop it.

The most important job of our government in this new era is to empower the
American people to succeed in the global economy. America has always been a land
of opportunity, a land where, if you work hard, you can get ahead. We’ve become a
great middle class country. Middle class values sustain us. We must expand that
middle class, and shrink the underclass, even as we do everything we can to support
the millions of Americans who are already successful in the new economy.

America is once again the world’s strongest economic power, almost six mil-
lion new jobs in the last two years, exports booming, inflation down, high-wage jobs
are coming back. A record number of American entrepreneurs are living the
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American Dream. If we want it to stay that way, those who work and lift our nation
must have more of its benefits.

Today, too many of those people are being left out. They’re working harder for
less. They have less security, less income, less certainty that they can even afford a
vacation, much less college for their kids or retirement for themselves. We cannot let
this continue.

If we don’t act, our economy will probably keep doing what it's been doing
since about 1978, when the income growth began to go to those at the very top of
our economic scale and the people in the vast middle got very little growth, and
people who worked like crazy but were on the bottom then fell even further and fur-
ther behind in the years afterward—no matter how hard they worked.

We’ve got to have a government that can be a real partner in making this new
economy work for all of our people; a government that helps each and every one of
us to get an education, and to have the opportunity to renew our skills. That's why
we worked so hard to increase educational opportunities in the last two years—from
Head Start to public schools, to apprenticeships for young people who don’t go to
college, to making college loans more available and more affordable. That’s the first
thing we have to do. We've got to do something to empower people to improve their
skills.

The second thing we ought to do is to help people raise their incomes imme-
diately by lowering their taxes. We took the first step in 1993 with a working family
tax cut for 15 million families with incomes under $27,000; a tax cut that this year
will average about $1,000 a family. And we also gave tax reductions to most small
and new businesses.

Before we could do more than that, we first had to bring down the deficit we
inherited, and we had to get economic growth up. Now we’ve done both. And now
we can cut taxes in a more comprehensive way. But tax cuts should reinforce and
promote our first obligation—to empower our citizens through education and train-
ing to make the most of their own lives.

The spotlight should shine on those who make the right choices for them-
selves, their families and their communities. I have proposed the Middle Class Bill
of Rights, which should properly be called the Bill of Rights and Responsibilities
because its provisions only benefit those who are working to educate and raise their
children and to educate themselves. It will, therefore, give needed tax relief and raise
incomes in both the short run and the long run in a way that benefits all of us.

There are four provisions. First, a tax deduction for all education and training
after high school. If you think about it, we permit businesses to deduct their invest-
ment, we permit individuals to deduct interest on their home mortgages, but today
an education is even more important to the economic well-being of our whole coun-
try than even those things are. We should do everything we can to encourage it. And
I hope you will support it.

Second, we ought to cut taxes, $500 for families with children under 13.

Third, we ought to foster more savings and personal responsibility by permitting
people to establish an Individual Retirement Account and withdraw from it tax free
for the cost of education, health care, first-time home-buying or the care of a parent.
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And fourth, we should pass a G.I. Bill for America’s workers. We propose to
collapse nearly 70 federal programs and not give the money to the states, but give
the money directly to the American people; offer vouchers to them so that they, if
they're laid off or if they’re working for a very low wage, can get a voucher worth
$2,600 a year for up to two years to go to their local community colleges or wherev-
er else they want to get the skills they need to improve their lives. Let’s empower
people in this way. Move it from the government directly to the workers of America.

Now, any one of us can call for a tax cut, but I won’t accept one that explodes
the deficit or puts our recovery at risk. We ought to pay for our tax cuts fully and
honestly.

Just two years ago, it was an open question whether we would find the
strength to cut the deficit. Thanks to the courage of the people who were here then,
many of whom didn’t return, we did cut the deficit. We began to do what others said
would not be done. We cut the deficit by over $600 billion, about $10,000 for every
family in this country. It's coming down three years in a row for the first time since
Mr. Truman was president, and I don’t think anybody in America wants us to let it
explode again.

In the budget I will send you, the Middle Class Bill of Rights is fully paid for
by budget cuts in bureaucracy, cuts in programs, cuts in special interest subsidies.
And the spending cuts will more than double the tax cuts. My budget pays for the
Middle Class Bill of Rights without any cuts in Medicare. And I will oppose any
attempts to pay for tax cuts with Medicare cuts. That’s not the right thing to do.

[ know that a lot of you have your own ideas about tax relief, and some of them
I find quite interesting. I really want to work with all of you. My test for our pro-
posals will be: Will it create jobs and raise incomes? Will it strengthen our families
and support our children? Is it paid for? Will it build the middle class and shrink the
underclass? If it does, I'll support it. But if it doesn’t, I won't.

The goal of building the middle class and shrinking the underclass is also why
I believe that you should raise the minimum wage. It rewards work. Two and a half
million Americans—2.5 million Americans, often women with children, are working
out there today for $4.25 an hour. In terms of real buying power, by next year that
minimum wage will be at a 40-year low. That's not my idea of how the new econo-
my ought to work.

Now, I've studied the arguments and the evidence for and against a minimum
wage increase. | believe the weight of the evidence is that a modest increase does not
cost jobs, and may even lure people back into the job market. But the most impor-
tant thing is, you can’t make a living on $4.25 an hour. Especially if you have chil-
dren, even with the working families tax cut we passed last year. In the past, the
minimum wage has been a bipartisan issue, and I think it should be again. So I want
to challenge you to have honest hearings on this; to get together; to find a way to
make the minimum wage a living wage.

Members of Congress have been here less than a month, but by the end of the
week, 28 days into the new year, every member of Congress will have earned as
much in congressional salary as a minimum wage worker makes all year long.
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Everybody else here, including the President, has something else that too
many Americans do without, and that’s health care. Now, last year, we almost came
to blows over health care. But we didn’t do anything. And the cold, hard fact is that,
since last year, since I was here, another 1.1 million Americans in working families
have lost their health care. And the cold, hard fact is that many millions more, most
of them farmers and small business people and self-employed people, have seen
their premiums skyrocket, their co-pays and deductibles go up. There’s a whole
bunch of people in this country that, in the statistics have health insurance, but real-
ly what they’ve got is a piece of paper that says they won't lose their home if they
get sick.

Now, I still believe our country has got to move toward providing health secu-
rity for every American family. But I know that last year, as the evidence indicates,
we bit off more than we could chew. So I'm asking you that we work together. Let’s
do it step by step. Let's do whatever we have to do to get something done. Let’s at
least pass meaningful insurance reform so that no American risks losing coverage
for fac{ng skyrocketing prices. That nobody loses their coverage because they face
high prices or unavailable insurance, when they change jobs and lose a job, or a fam-
ily member gets sick.

I want to work together with all of you who have an interest in this—with the
Democrats who worked on it last time, with the Republican leaders like Senator
Dole who has a longtime commitment to health care reform and made some con-
structive proposals in this area last year. We ought to make sure that self-employed
people in small businesses can buy insurance at more affordable rates through vol-
untary purchasing pools. We ought to help families provide long-term care for a sick
parent or a disabled child. We can work to help workers who lose their jobs at least
keep their health insurance coverage for a year while they look for work. And we
can find a way—it may take some time, but we can find a way—to make sure that
our children have health care.

You know, I think everybody in this room, without regard to party, can be
proud of the fact that our country was rated as having the world’s most productive
economy for the first time in nearly a decade. But we can’t be proud of the fact that
we're the only wealthy country in the world that has a smaller percentage of the
work force and their children with health insurance today than we did 10 years ago,
the last time we were the most productive economy in the world. So let's work
together on this. It is too important for politics as usual.

Much of what the American people are thinking about tonight is what we’ve
already talked about. A lot of people think that the security concerns of America
today are entirely internal to our borders. They relate to the security of our jobs and
our homes, and our incomes and our children, our streets, our health and protecting
those borders. Now that the Cold War has passed, it’s tempting to believe that all the
security issues, with the possible exception of trade, reside here at home. But it’s not
so. Our security still depends upon our continued world leadership for peace and
freedom and democracy. We still can’t be strong at home unless we're strong abroad.
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The financial crisis in Mexico is a case in point. I know it's not popular to say
it tonight, but we have to act. Not for the Mexican people, but for the sake of the mil-
lions of Americans whose livelihoods are tied to Mexico’s well-being. If we want to
secure American jobs, preserve American exports, safeguard America’s borders,
then we must pass the stabilization program and help to put Mexico back on track.

Now let me repeat: it’s not a loan, it’s not foreign aid, it's not a bail out. We will
be given a guarantee like co-signing a note with good collateral that will cover our
risks. This legislation is the right thing for America. That’s why the bipartisan lead-
ership has supported it. And I hope you in Congress will pass it quickly. It is in our
interest, and we can explain it to the American people, because we're going to do it
in the right way.

You know, tonight, this is the first State of the Union address ever delivered
since the beginning of the Cold War when not a single Russian missile is pointed at
the children of America. And along with the Russians, we're on the way to destroy-
ing the missiles and the bombers that carry 9,000 nuclear warheads. We’ve come so
far so fast in this post-Cold War world that it's easy to take the decline of the nuclear
threat for granted. But it’s still there, and we aren’t finished yet.

This year I'll ask the Senate to approve START II, to eliminate weapons that
carry 5,000 more warheads. The United States will lead the charge to extend indefi-
nitely the nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty; to enact a comprehensive nuclear test
ban; and to eliminate chemical weapons. To stop and roll back North Korea’s poten-
tially deadly nuclear program, we’ll continue to implement the agree we have
reached with that nation. It’s smart; it's tough; it’s a deal based on continuing inspec-
tion with safeguards for our allies and ourselves.

This year I'll submit to Congress comprehensive legislation to strengthen our
hand in combatting terrorists—whether they strike at home or abroad. As the cow-
ard’s who bombed the World Trade Center found out, this country will hunt down
terrorists and bring them to justice.

Just this week, another horrendous terrorist act in Israel killed 19 and injured
scores more. On behalf of the American people and all of you, I send our deepest
sympathy to the families of the victims. I know that in the face of such evil, it is hard
for the people in the Middle East to go forward. But the terrorists represent the past,
not the future. We must and we will pursue a comprehensive peace between Israel
and all her neighbors in the Middle East.

Accordingly, last night I signed an executive order that will block the assets in
the United States of terrorist organizations that threaten to disrupt the peace process.
It prohibits financial transactions with these groups. And tonight I call on our allies
and peace-loving nations throughout the world to join us with renewed fervor in a
global effort to combat terrorism. We cannot permit the future to be marred by ter-
ror and fear and paralysis.

From the day I took the oath of office, I pledged that our nation would main-
tain the best-equipped, best-trained and best-prepared military on Earth. We have,
and they are. They have managed the dramatic downsizing of our forces after the
Cold War with remarkable skill and spirit. But to make sure our military is ready for
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action, and to provide the pay and the quality of life the military and their families
deserve, I'm asking the Congress to add $25 billion in defense spending over the
next six years.

I have visited many bases at home and around the world, since I became pres-
ident. Tonight, I repeat that request with renewed conviction. We ask a very great
deal of our Armed Forces. Now that they are smaller in number, we ask more of
them. They go out more often to more different places and stay longer. They are
called to service in many, many ways. And we must give them and their families
what the times demand and what they have earned.

Just think about what our troops have done in the last year, showing America
at its best—helping to save hundreds of thousands of people in Rwanda, moving
with lightning speech to head off another threat to Kuwait, giving freedom and
democracy back to the people of Haiti.

We have proudly supported peace and prosperity and freedom from South
Africa to Northern Ireland, from Central and Eastern Europe to Asia, from Latin
America to the Middle East. All these endeavors are good in those places, but they
make our future more confident and more secure.

Well, my fellow Americans, that's my agenda for America’s future: Expanding
opportunity, not bureaucracy; enhancing security at home and abroad; empowering
our people to make the most of their own lives. It's ambitious and achievable, but
it’s not enough. We even need more than new ideas for changing the world or equip-
ping Americans to compete in the new economy; more than a government that’s
smaller, smarter and wiser; more than all the changes we can make in government
and in the private sector from the outside in.

Our fortunes and our posterity also depend upon our ability to answer some
questions from within—from the values and voices that speak to our hearts as well
as our heads; voices that tell us we have to do more to accept responsibility for our-
selves and our families, for our communities, and, yes, for our fellow citizens. We
see our families and our communities all over this country coming apart. And we
feel the common ground shifting from under us. The PTA, the town hall meeting, the
ball park—it’s hard for a lot of overworked parents to find the time and space for
those things that strengthen the bonds of trust and cooperation. Too many of our
children don’t even have parents and grandparents who can give them those expe-
riences that they need to build their own character and their sense of identity.

We all know what while we here in this chamber can make a difference on
those things, that the real differences will be made by our fellow citizens—where
they work and where they live. And it will be made almost without regard to party.
When I used to go to the softball park in Little Rock to watch my daughter’s league,
and people would come up to me, fathers and mothers, and talk to me, I can hon-
estly say I had no idea whether 90 percent of them were Republicans or Democrats.
When 1 visited the relief centers after the floods in California—Northern
California—last week, a woman came up to me and did something that very few of
you would do—she hugged me and said, “Mr. President, 'm a Republican, but I'm
glad you're here.”
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Now, why? We can’t wait for disasters to act the way we used to act every day.
Because as we move into this next century, everybody matters; we don’t have a per-
son to waste. And a lot of people are losing a lot of chances to do better. That means
that we need a New Covenant for everybody.

For our corporate and business leaders, we're going to work here to keep
bringing the deficit down, to expand markets, to support their success in every pos-
sible way. But they have an obligation when they’re doing well to keep jobs in our
communities and give their workers a fair share of the prosperity they generate.

For people in the entertainment industry in this country, we applaud your cre-
ativity and your world-wide success, and we support your freedom of expression.
But you do have a responsibility to assess the impact of your work and to under-
stand the damage that comes from the incessant, repetitive, mindless violence and
irresponsible conduct that permeates our media all the time.

We've got to ask our community leaders and all kinds of organizations to help
us stop our most serious social problem: the epidemic of teen pregnancies and births
where there is no marriage. I have sent to Congress a plan to targets schools all over
this country with anti-pregnancy programs that work. But government can only do
so much. Tonight, I call on parents and leaders all across this country to join togeth-
er in a national campaign against teen pregnancy to make a difference. We can do
this, and we must.

And I would like to say a special word to our religious leaders. You know, I'm
proud of the fact the United States has more houses of worship per capita than any
country in the world. These people who lead our houses of worship can ignite their
congregations to carry their faith into action; can reach out to all of our children, to
all of the people in distress, to those who have been savaged by the breakdown of
all we hold dear. Because so much of what we’ve done must come from the inside
out, and our religious leaders and their congregations can make all the difference.
They have a role in the New Covenant as well.

There must be more responsibility for all of our citizens. You know, it takes a
lot of people to help all the kids in trouble stay off the streets and in school. It takes
a lot of people to build the Habitat for Humanity houses that the Speaker celebrates
on his lapel pin. It takes a lot of people to provide the people power for all of-the
civic organizations in this country that made our communities mean so much to
most of us when we were kids. It takes every parent to teach the children the dif-
ference between right and wrong and to encourage them to learn and grow; and to
say no to the wrong things, but also to believe that they can be whatever they want
to be.

1 know it's hard when you're working harder for less, when you're under great
stress to do these things. A lot of our people don’t have the time or the emotional
stress they think to do the work of citizenship.

Most of us in politics haven’t helped very much. For years, we’ve mostly treat-
ed citizens like they were consumers or spectators, sort of political couch potatoes
who were supposed to watch the TV ads, either promise them something for noth-
ing or play on their fears and frustrations. And more and more of our citizens now
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get most of their information in very negative and aggressive ways that are hardly
conducive to honest and open conversations. But the truth is, we have got to stop
seeing each other as enemies, just because we have different views.

If you go back to the beginning of this country, the great strength of America,
as de Tocqueville pointed out when he came here a long time ago, has always been
our ability to associate with people who were different from ourselves and to work
together to find common ground. And in this day, everybody has a responsibility to
do more of that. We simply cannot wait for a tornado, a fire, or a flood to behave like
Americans ought to behave in dealing with one another.

I want to finish up here by pointing out some folks that are up with the First
Lady that represent what I'm trying to talk about—citizens. I have no idea what their
party affiliation is or who they voted for in the last election. But they represent what
we ought to be doing.

Cindy Perry teaches second graders to read in AmeriCorps in rural Kentucky.
She gains when she gives. She’s a mother of four. She says that her service inspired
her to get her high school equivalency last year. She was married when she was a
teenager. Stand up, Cindy. She was married when she was a teenager. She had four
children, but she had time to serve other people, to get her high school equivalency.
And she’s going to use her AmeriCorps money to go back to college.

Stephen Bishop is the police chief of Kansas City. He’s been a national leader.
Stand up. He’s been a national leader in using more police in community policing,
and he’s worked with AmeriCorps to do it. And the crime rate in Kansas City has
gone down as a result of what he did.

Corporal Gregory Depestre went to Haiti as part of his adopted country’s force

_to help secure democracy in his native land. And I might add, we must be the only

country in the world that could have gone to Haiti and taken Haitian-Americans
there who could speak the language and talk to the people. And he was one of them,
and we're proud of him.

The next two folks I’ve had the honor of meeting and getting to know a little
bit, the Reverend John and the Reverend Diana Cherry of the AME Zion Church in
Temple Hills, Maryland. I'd like to ask them to stand. I want to tell you about them.
In the early ‘80s, they left government service and formed a church in a small living
room in a small house, in the early ‘80s. Today that church has 17,000 members. It is
one of the three or four biggest churches in the entire United States. It grows by 200
a month. They do it together. And the special focus of their ministry is keeping fam-
ilies together.

Two things they did make a big impression on me. I visited their church once,
and I learned they were building a new sanctuary closer to the Washington, D.C.,
line in a higher crime, higher drug rate area because they thought it was part of their
ministry to change the lives of the people who needed them.

The second thing I want to say is, that once Reverend Cherry was at a meeting
at the White House with some other religious leaders, and he left early to go back to
his church to minister to 150 couples that he had brought back to his church from all
over America to convince them to come back together, to save their marriages, and
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to raise their kids. Lhis 1s the kind ot work that citizens are doing 1n America. we
need more of it, and it ought to be lifted up and supported.

The last person I want to introduce is Jack Lucas from Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
Jack, would you stand up? Fifty years ago, in the sands of Iwo Jima, Jack Lucas
taught and learned the lessons of citizenship. On February the 20th, 1945, he and
three of his buddies encountered the enemy and two grenades at their feet. Jack
Lucas threw himself on both of them. In that moment, he saved the lives of his com-
panions, and miraculously in the next instant, a medic saved his life. He gained a
foothold for freedom, and at the age of 17, just a year older than his grandson, who
is up there with him today, and his son, who is a West Point graduate and a veteran,
at 17, Jack Lucas became the youngest Marine in history and the youngest soldier in
this century to win the Congressional Medal of Honor.

All these years later, yesterday, here’s what he said about that day: “It didn’t
matter where you were from or who you were, you relied on one another. You did
it for your country.”

We all gain when we give, and we reap what we sow. That's at the heart of this
New Covenant—responsibility, opportunity and citizenship. More than stale chap-
ters in some remote civics book; they're still the virtue by which we can fulfill our-
selves and reach our God-given potential and be like them; and also to fulfill the
eternal promise of this country—the enduring dream from that first and most sacred
covenant.

I believe every person in this country still believes that we are created equal,
and given by our Creator, the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This
is a very, very great country. And our best days are still to come.

Thank you, and God bless you all.
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OFFICE OF FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
GUESTS SEATED IN THE FIRST LADY’S GALLERY
FOR THE STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
JANUARY 19, 1999

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will be joined tomorrow evening, January 19, 1999, for
President Clinton’s State of the Union address by ten citizens who through their public activities have
made an impact in their communities. The people chosen to sit with Mrs. Clinton daily exhibit what is
best about America. They range from students participating in the AmeriCorps program to a parent
activist to a locally elected official. The following people make up the list of guests in the First Lady’s
Gallery:

Ashley Dumas, AmeriCorps volunteer

Loc Truong, AmeriCorps volunteer

Joanna Quintana Barroso, teacher

Suzann Wilson, parent of slain daughter

Officer Chris Lonsford, community police officer

Maurice Lim Miller, executive director of Asian Neighborhood Design
Captain Jeffrey B. Taliaferro, served in Operation Desert Fox

Elam Hill, 15 year-old winner of Bayer/National Science Foundation Award
Dr. Rita Colwell, head of the National Science Foundation

Mayor Wellington E. Webb, mayor of Denver



List of Guests Seated in First Lady’s Gallery
State of the Union Address
January 19, 1999

ASHLEY DUMAS. Ashley Dumas, an AmeriCorps member with the Notre Dame Mission Volunteers
Program, is a 1998 graduate of Wellesley College. After receiving her degree in Cognitive Science,
Dumas signed up for the AmeriCorps program and is currently serving at Project Hope in South Boston, a
shelter for single mothers. Dumas teaches GED classes and helps to provide child care assistance. Her
service doesn’t end, however, at the end of the day. Dumas lives in a house with six teenagers enrolled in
A Better Chance, a program that places high risk young people in private and public schools so that they
may have a better chance at graduating from high school. Dumas tutors the girls each night and serves as
a positive role model and mentor. Dumas credits her parents for her strong ethic of service--Dumas’
father is a commander in the Coast Guard and her mother is a public school teacher.

LOC TRUONG. Loc Truong is an AmeriCorps Member with the San Luis Obispo AmeriCorps
Program. Truong serves as a full-time mentor to eight high-risk teenage boys. As an elementary school
student, Truong, along with his parents and five siblings, came to the United States from Vietnam as a
political refugee. They settled in Stockton where the entire family farmed and then scraped together
enough money to open a grocery store. After graduating from Cal Poly University in San Luis Obispo,
Truong joined AmeriCorps: "The main reason I joined AmeriCorps is because of my passion to repay
society for what they've done for my family. When we came to the U.S., we had nothing. People gave us
food, clothing and shelter. Now I would like to help those who are less fortunate, those who were once in
my situation." After finishing his service, Truong plans to become a teacher and a principal.

JOANNA QUINTANA BARROSO. Joanna Quintana Barroso is a third grade teacher at Coral Way
Elementary School in Miami, Florida. Following in her mother’s tradition of teaching, Barroso teaches
reading and other subjects to a largely lower-income student body. She has been involved in a
curriculum-based gun safety program and is known for turning around the lives of several students.

" Barroso recently participated in the White House Conference on School Safety, where she spoke about

the successful anti-crime efforts at her school which include school uniforms, gun safety curriculum, and
DARE officers. Ms. Barroso is an advocate of reducing class size to improve learning.

SUZANN WILSON. Suzann Wilson’s life was forever changed when her eight year old daughter
Brittheny was shot, along wgh four others, and killed by two schoolmates in a Jonesboro Arkansas
school. Today, Wilson is working to pass Child Access Prevention gun laws that would require gun
owners to keep loaded firearms out of the reach of children: “What happened at Jonesboro didn’t have to
happen. It could have been prevented.”

OFFICER CHRIS LONSFORD. In March 1998, Officer Lonsford, a COPS-funded community
policing officer from the Fontana, California, Police Department received the department’s highest
honor--the Medal of Valor. During an incident that occurred in November, 1996, Officer Lonsford
exhibited extraordinary bravery and superior judgment in assisting in the arrest of three heavily armed
robbers. Despite facing a barrage of fire from an AK-47, a handgun, and a shotgun, Officer Lonsford
kept his cool and held his fire, fearing that return might injure residents of a nearby apartment complex.
The suspects were apprehended and no civilians were injured.
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MAURICE LIM MILLER. Maurice Lim Miller is the Executive Director of Asian Neighborhood
Design (ASD). ASD, located in San Francisco, California, has been recognized by President Clinton’s
Initiative on Race as a Promising Practice for Racial Reconciliation. ASD is a multi-service community
development agency serving low income communities and families. Its services include community
design and urban planning, family and youth counseling, workforce training for at-risk youth and welfare
recipients, the development of affordable housing, and the operation of a furniture and cabinetmaking
venture. Lim Miller immigrated to the United States from Mexico and was the first in his family to attend
college. ‘

CAPTAIN JEFFREY B. TALIAFERRO. Captain Taliaferro is presently Chief of Wing Weapons,
28th Operations Support Squadron, 28th Bomb Wing. As the chief tactician in the wing, Captain
Taliaferro was deployed to Thumrait, Oman to serve in Operation DESERT FOX. During Operation
DESERT FOX, Captain Taliaferro commanded the 28th Expeditionary Operations Squadron mission
planning team. He not only flew during combat operations, but was the architect of the first B-1B combat
mission. Captain Taliaferro’s leadership was the foundation to the successful employment of the B-1B’s
first-ever combat operation. '

ELAM HILL. Elam Hill, age 15, is a winner of the Bayer/National Science Foundation Award for
Community Innovation. Elam lives in a public housing development in one of Atlanta’s poorest
neighborhoods. Everyday, on his way to Walden Middle School, Elam saw homeless people and wanted
to help. After months of research, Elam and three classmates came up with a solution to a problem many
homeless children face. They developed a communications center for homeless families with school
children to help alleviate the difficulty parents have in transferring school records as they search for
shelter and thereby, reduce the number of children who are forced to miss weeks and months of school.
The State of Georgia Department of Education has agreed to use this information system throughout the
state. Elam never thought he’d go to college; now, he wants to attend Georgia Tech. '

DR. RITA COLWELL. Dr. Rita Colwell, the first woman to head the National Science Foundation
(NSF), personifies a passion for discovery and a sense of adventure. Prior to her appointment to the
NSF, Dr. Colwell served as president of the University of Maryland Biotechnology Institute, was a
former professor at Georgetown University, and is recognized as an internationally respected
microbiologist. In her current position at NSF, Dr. Colwell will help direct a new five-year initiative in
information technology, emphasizing the importance of making significant increases in computing and
communications research. These technologies will dramatically quicken the pace of scientific discovery.

MAYOR WELLINGTON E. WEBB. Mayor Wellington E. Webb is currently serving his second term
as Mayor of the City of Denver. Mayor Webb began his distinguished public service career in 1972
when he was elected to the Colorado House of Representatives and in 1996, was named by Newsweek
Magazine as one of the Top 25 Mayors in the Nation. For the past four years, Fortune Magazine has
named Denver as one of the Top Five American Cities in its annual survey. He has played a leading role
in establishing Denver as a Millennium Community to launch local projects to save our history and
prepare children for the 21st Century. ‘



Category Last First Prefix |[Title City/State Hometown Race/Ethnicity |Gender
AmeriCorps  |Dumas Ashley Ms. AmeriCorps Member Dorchester, MA Seattle, WA Caucasian Female
AmeriCorps  |Truong Loc Mr. AmeriCorps Member San Luis Obispo, CA |[Stockton, CA Asian American  |Male
Crime Lonsford  |Chris Officer |COPS Police Officer Fontana, CA Redlands, CA Caucasian Male
Education Barroso Joanna Ms. Teacher Miami, FL ?,NJ Latino Female
Education Wilson Suzann Ms. Parent Jonesboro, AK Jonesboro, AK Caucasian Female
Foreign Policy [Sosa Sammy Mr. Outfielder, Chicago Cubs Chicago, IL Dominican Republic  [Dominican Male
Foreign Policy |Taliaferro |Jeffrey B. Cpt. Combat Pilot, Desert Fox Ellsworth AFB, SD Brandon, FL Caucasian Male
Millennium Colwell Rita Dr. Chair, National Science Foundation Bethesda, MD Beverly, MA Caucasian Female
Millennium Hill Elam Mr. Bayer/NSF Award for Community Innovation  |Atlanta, GA Atlanta, GA African American |[Male
Millennium Webb Wellington E. |Mayor |Mayor, Denver Denver, CO ? African American |Male
One America |Lim Miller |Maurice Mr. Director, Asian Neighborhood Design Oakland, CA Oakland, CA Asian American  [Male
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ASHLEY DUMAS. Ashley Dumas, an AmeriCorps member with the Notre Dame Mission
Volunteers Program, is a 1998 graduate of Wellesley College. After receiving her degree in
Cognitive Science, Dumas signed up for the AmeriCorps program and is currently serving at
Project Hope in South Boston, a shelter for single mothers. Dumas teaches GED classes and
helps to provide child care assistance. Her service doesn’t end, however, at the end of the day.
Dumas lives in a house with six teenagers enrolled in A Better Chance, a program that places
high risk young people in private and public schools so that they may have a better chance at
graduating from high school. Dumas tutors the girls each night and serves as a positive role
model and mentor. Dumas credits her parents for her strong ethic of service--Dumas’ father is a
commander in the Coast Guard and her mother is a public school teacher.

LOC TRUONG. Loc Truong is an AmeriCorps Member with the San Luis Obispo AmeriCorps
Program. Truong serves as a full-time mentor to eight high-risk teenage boys. As an elementary
school student, Truong, along with his parents and five siblings, came to the United States from
Vietnam as political refugees. They settled in Stockton where the entire family farmed and then
scraped together enough money to open a grocery store. After graduating from Cal Poly
University in San Luis Obispo, Truong joined AmeriCorps: "The main reason I joined
AmeriCorps is because of my passion to repay society for what they've done for my family.
When we came to the U.S,, we had nothing. People gave us food, clothing and shelter. Now I
would like to help those who are less fortunate, those who were once in my situation." After
finishing his service, Truong plans to become a teacher and a principal.

JOANNA QUINTANA BARROSO. Joanna Quintana Barroso is a third grade teacher at Coral
Way Elementary School in Miami, Florida. Following in her mother’s tradition of teaching,
Barroso teaches reading and other subjects to a largely lower-income student body. She has been
involved in a curriculum-based gun safety program and is known for turning around the lives of
several students. Barroso recently participated in the White House School Safety Conference,
where she spoke about the successful anti-crime efforts at her school which include school
uniforms, gun safety curriculum, and DARE officers. Ms. Barroso is an advocate of reducing
class size to improve learning.

SUZANN WILSON. Suzanne Wilson’s life was forever changed when her eight year old
daughter Brittheny was shot, along with four others, and killed by two schoolmates in a
Jonesboro Arkansas school. Today, Wilson is working to pass a law that would require gun
owners to keep loaded firearms out of the reach of children: “What happened at Jonesboro didn’t
have to happen. It could have been prevented.”



OFFICER CHRIS LONSFORD. In March 1998, Officer Lonsford, a COPS-funded
community policing officer from the Fontana, California, Police Department received the
department’s highest honor--the Medal of Valor. During an incident that occurred in November,
1996, Officer Lonsford exhibited extraordinary bravery and superior judgment in assisting in the
arrest of three heavily armed robbers. Despite facing a barrage of fire from an AK-47, a handgun
and a shotgun, Officer Lonsford kept his cool and held his fire, fearing that return might injure
residents of a nearby apartment complex. The suspects were apprehended and no civilians were
injured.

MAURICE LIM MILLER. Maurice Lim Miller is the Executive Director of Asian
Neighborhood Design (ASD). ASD, located in San Francisco, California, has been recognized
by President Clinton’s Initiative on Race as a “Promising Practice for Racial Reconciliation.”
ASD is a multi-service community development agency serving low income communities and
families. It’s services include community design and urban planning, family and youth
counseling, workforce training for at-risk youth and welfare recipients, the development of
affordable housing, and the operation of a furniture and cabinetmaking venture. Lim Miller
immigrated to the United States from Mexico and was the first in his family to attend college.

CAPTAIN JEFFREY B. TALIAFERRO. Captain Taliaferro is presently Chief of Wing
Weapons, 28th Operations Support Squadron, 28th Bomb Wing. As the chief tactician in the
wing, Captain Taliaferro was deployed to Thumrait, Oman to serve in Operation DESERT FOX.
During Operation DESERT FOX, Captain Taliaferro commanded the 28th Expeditionary
Operations Squadron mission planning team. He not only flew during combat operations, but
was personally the architect of the first B-1B combat mission. Captain Taliaferro’s leadership
was the foundation to the successful employment of the B-1B’s first-ever combat operation.

ELAM HILL. Elam Hill, age 15, is a winner of the Bayer/National Science Foundation Award
for Community Innovation. Elam lives in a public housing development in one of Atlanta’s
poorest neighborhoods. Everyday, on his way to Walden Middle School, Elam saw homeless
people and wanted to help. After months of research, Elam and three classmates applied
information technology to confront a problem many homeless children face. They developed a
communications center for homeless families with school children in order to alleviate the
difficulty parents have in transferring school records as they search for shelter and thereby,
reduce the number of children who are forced to miss weeks and months of school. The State of
Georgia Department of Education has agreed to use this information system throughout the state.
Elam never thought he’d go to college; now, he wants to attend Georgia Tech.
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DR. RITA COLWELL. Dr. Rita Colwell, the first woman to head the National Science
Foundation, personifies a passion for discovery and a sense of adventure. These deeply rooted
American qualities have spurred our determination to explore new scientific frontiers and have
sparked our can-do spirit of technological innovation. Dr. Colwell will help direct a new five-
year initiative in information technology, emphasizing the importance of making significant
increases in computing and communications research. These technologies will dramatically
quicken the pace of scientific discovery and transform our world, providing an age of possibility
and a time of profound change.

MAYOR WELLINGTON E. WEBB. Mayor Wellington E. Webb is currently serving his
second term as Mayor of the City of Denver. Mayor Webb began his distinguished public
service career in 1972 when he was elected to the Colorado House of Representatives and in
1996, was named by Newsweek Magazine as one of the Top 25 Mayors in the Nation. As
Mayor, Mayor Webb has led Denver to the opening of the world’s most technologically
advanced airport, Denver International Airport, welcomed world leaders to the Denver Summit
of Eight, and hosted the successful 1998 Major League Baseball All-Star Game. For the past
four years, Fortune Magazine has named Denver as one of the Top Five American Cities in its
annual survey.
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January 5, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL WALDMAN

FROM: JOSH GOTTHEIMER

SETH GROSSMAN

SUBJECT: FLOTUS BOX -- CHILDREN OF THE LAST MILLENNIUM

LEILA DENAMRK: DOCTOR
(b. circa 1900)

Leila, 100, is the oldest known practicing doctor in the country.

She continues to see from 15 to 25 patients every day, four days a week in a pediatrics
practice that she has operated for seventy years.

She keeps a no frills office, where she charges $10 for the first visit and $8 for every
subsequent one. She has used the same table in her office since 1928 and has neither a
receptionist nor an appointment book. Instead people show up at the office, write their
names on a clipboard, and then wait their turn.

Her patients cut across all socioeconomic lines, including both rich and poor people. She
treated the parents and even the grandparents of many of her current patients.

Leila, who had 11 siblings, was born and raised on a farm in Portal, Georgia, where her
father was the mayor. She attended school in a two-room schoolhouse and while there
she met her neighbor and future husband, John Eustace Denmark. When she finished
school, she followed the only career path that she thought was open to women, teaching,
and went to Tift College. While there, however, she developed an interest in science and
medicine.

After college, Leila attended the Medical College of Georgia, where she was the only
woman in her class. In 1928, she became only their women ever to graduate from
medical college. When her daughter, Mary, was born, Leila moved her practice into her
breakfast room.

Leila claims that her strict eating habits are the secret behind her long life. She eats three
meals a day, always with a protein, spaced five and a half hours apart because “your
stomach empties out every five and a half hours.”



BESSIE MARHSALL: SLAVE’S DAUGHTER
(b. 1896)

. Bessie, 102, still lives on the farm in Alabama that her father, a former slave, bought in
1900 from a white man.

. Bessie’s father bought the farm (20 acres for $100) using his Civil War pension money.
He plowed the white man’s field so he could use a mule on his own land three times a
week. The family grew cotton, corn, sweet peas, and peaches.

. She worked mornings on her family’s farm, then spent her afternoons working on white
people’s farms.

. Bessie was a woman of firsts. She was among the first women to buy a car and get a
driver’s license (which she did in 1927). She was also the first person in her town to have
battery-powered radio.

. Her family was one of the few African-Americans to have their own home. It had only
two bedrooms, one for the four members of Bessie’s family and the other for the preacher
who would visit the village two Sundays a month.

MARTHA JANE FAULKNER: SLAVE’S DAUGHTER
(b. 1894)

. Martha, 104, was born on a farm in Virginia and her father was a slave until she was 15
years old. When she was young, she worked on the farm with her father and siblings.
Her mother had died when she was two.

. Martha went to school beginning at age 7 and stayed until she was in eighth grade. She
continued to work on the farm until she was 19, when she married David Faulkner. The
two moved North to Newark in search of a better life.

. She worked as a maid, mainly for three wealthy white families. She worked for one of
the families for 43 years, another for 23 years, and the last for 12 years. The families Etta
worked for grew very attached to her.

g Martha quit working when she was 87 because of problems with her legs. Her husband
had died seven years before that. She mainly stays at home now, occasionally playing
pinochle with her grandchildren and talking on the phone with her previous employers
and their children, who often call.
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Mnited States Denate Waldm on

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2101
December 1, 1998

John Podesta
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear John:

I’'m writing to bring your attention to an outstanding Cuban-
American businessman and civic leader, Carlos Portes, who has had an
exemplary career in this country since his immigration from Cuba in 1961.
I thought his story might be of interest to the President as he prepares for
his State of the Union address.

Carlos’ success in life is truly a remarkable story. He came to this
country from Cuba at the age of 9 -- alone, with no money and he spoke no
English. Through the assistance of the Catholic Church, he was relocated
to Iowa where he was raised by a foster family. After six years of
separation from his family, he had saved enough money shoveling snow
and gardening to bring his parents to the United States.

Carlos and his family settled in New York where he worked 20
hours a day, 7 days a week to support his family and make ends meet. He
quickly completed high school and at the age of 20, began working for an
insurance company and soon became involved in politics. President Carter
appointed Carlos to serve as Special Ambassador for Latin American
Affairs. In 1979, Carlos established his own company, an insurance
brokerage firm, which continues to thrive.

In May of 1997, Carlos was awarded the Ellis Island Medal of Honor
Award given to selected immigrants for their outstanding humanitarian,
civic and business contributions to the United States.

I've attached some additional background on Carlos Portes and I'm
sure you’ll fin_d his story as intriguing as I did.

Sincerely;””
A

PHOTOCOPY / A

MISC. HANDWRITING Bdswaid M. Koy
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Carles P. Portas

Chairman, Chief Executive Officer ;
The Portas Group ¢
5041 Broadway

New York City, NY 10034
(212) 567-0001
Fax (212) 567-0144

usipgess Data

The Portes Group 1is an insurance, telemarketing and
financial services provider, that specializes in 1life,
health, property & casualty insurance, mutual funds,
construction and construction bonding, telemarketing
services, real estate/mortgage services, import/export of
commodities, cansultant, management and investment services,
medical equipment, various others and financing. The firm
serves clienta from all economic backgrounds, ranging from
low income clients, to major investors. As the Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer of The Portes Group for the past
24 years, Mr, Portes is responsible for overseeing all
aspects of the group’s services. our staff is comprised of
50 people. Mr. Portes was born in Cuba, and came to the
United States alone at the age of 9, in 1961. He spoke no
English, and of course had no money. His parents were
trapped in Cuba. Through the assistance of the Catholic
Church "Operation Peter Pan".(Pedro Pan) he was relocated to
Marshalltown, Iowa, where he was raised by tha Hockett
family, and by shoveling snow and gardening, gsaved encugh
money to bring his parents to the U.S., after 6 anxious
years of separation. The family decided to settle in New
York, where Mr. Portes worked 20 hours a day, 7 days a week
to support his family, and make ends meet. Achieving
marginal financial stability, Mr. Portes returned to high
school to complete his diploma. At the age of 20, he began
to work for Allstate Insurance Company, after overcoming
adversity in a crippling injury. He began his climb to
success as an insurance broker, and soon entered into
economics and politics. He was appointed Special Ambassador
for Latin American Affairs by former President Carter. He
would travel through Latin America with First Lady Rosalyn
Carter. 1In 1979, Mr. Portes established his own company, an
insurance brokerage firm, in commercial insurance and
construction bonding, with the same diligence and drive for
success that he had applied in his previous endeavors.

The Portes Group Wwas established in 1979, and currently
employs over 300 agents.
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Mr. Portes is an excellent speaker and was selected as the
Key Note addressee by the Horatic Alger Foundaticn for the
Annual Recipient High School Award Nominee in the State of
New York.

On May 4, 1997, Mr. Portes was awarded the prestigious Ellis
TIsland Medal of Honor award, given once a year to very few
and selected immigrants for their outstanding humanitarian,
civic and business contribution to the United States of
America.

over the past 20 years Mr. Portes has been an outspoken
leader of Cuban politics in exile, highly respected for his
moderate views and vast knowledge of Cuban issues. Mr.
Portes ranks in the top five Cuban-American leaders in the
U.S. and has debated publicly with numerous elected
officials and Cuban Public Officials regarding the past,
present and future of Cuba/U.S. Relations.

Mr. Portes is accredited by numerous institutions, as well
as the U.S. Government as an expert in the Hispanic and
Afro-American Communities, his keen knowledge of the various
cultures, their histories, and economic presence in the
U.S. has given his companies and associates a real advantage
in addressing these multi cultures nationally and
internationally.

loyment Histo

Employed with The Portes Group since 1979
Employed with Allstate 1972-1973
Employed with Merrill Lynch, Pierce,Fenner & Smith 1971-1972

a Curri um Activities

Special Ambassador Latin America, President Carter
Adnministration, Founder, Washington Heights Inwood Lions
Club, Founder, Latin American Chamber of Commerce, Member,
Advisory Committee Columbian Mutual Life Insurance Company,
Member, Silver Panel, Unity Mutual Life Insurance Company,
Chairman, Legislative Committee, New York For the Economic
Restructure of a Free Cuba, Past Director, Archdiocese of
New York Education System, All Hallows High School.
Chairman, Economic Development of Free Cuba Task Force,
State of New Jersey. .
Member, Democratic National Committee Business Leadership
Forunm,

Member, National Association of Surety Bond Producers.

Chief Policy Advisor, Cuban Affairs, DNC.

President Bill Clinton’s White House Committee on Budget
Reform, Health Care Reform, Affirmative Action.

Trustee Democratic National Committee.

Director of the Board, Universal Bonding Insurance Company .
Director of the Board, American Red Cross Greater New York.
Chairman of New Frontiers Mutual Fund
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Presidential Delegate for the White House Conference on
Small Business 1995.

Chairman, Hispanic Leadership Forum/Democratic National
Comnmittee.

U.S. Delegate for the Department of Commercs Trade Mission
to Brazil - 1994,

U.S. Delegate for the Department of Commerce Trade Mission
to Haiti - 1995.

U.S. Delegate for the Department of Commerce Trade Mission
to Ecuador and Chile - 1996.

Member Executive Committee Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee.

Member Advisory Committee to Congressman Robert Menendez,
NT.

Member Advisory Committee Minority Leader Congressman
Richard A. Gephardt, MO. :

Member Advisory Committee to Senator Ted Kennedy.

Member Advisory Committee to Congressman william Pascrell
Member Advisory Committee to Senator Robert G. Torricelli
Recipient of the 1997 Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

Educational History

studied with Allstate Insurance Company as a broker, George
Washington High School, Manhattan (1968), La Salle Extension
University.

Perscnal Data

Married to Maria, 25 years. Children: Monica Maria (21)
and Melissa Maria (19).
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Refugee found

By BOB GROVES
Stat Witer v
arlier this month, President Clinton
announced that 90 Cuban children, who
were stxanded at the U.S, Naval base
_in Guantanamo Bay without their pat-
Wl ents, wern to be “paroled” to cities in
the United States under the sponsorship of rela-
tives or foster parents. .
"The children either lost their parents at sea
or left Cuba without them during the most re-
_cent axodua. a0 £
The placement of the children, ages 14 and

with the Whits House and the National Secu-
rity Council by & North Jersey Cuban-American
who escaped {rom Cuba 34 years ago under .
similar circumstances. . ;

Carlos Portes was 9 years old when he and
thousands of other children (led the island in
-1960 with tha aid of an American priest and

|

an aizlift plan called Peter Pan. =
Tha recent airlilt Watruek a very sentimen-
RO o il SR aa T waz aomeone who exper-

5w . ";’. “wpt -
Carlos Portes came to the United States from Cuba in 1860

under, followed weeks of behind-the-scenes work

% AL PAGLIONE/STAFE PHOTOGRAPHER, .,
in an alriift of 14,000 children.

path to success

jenced that state of limbo, not knowing what -~
the future holds,” said Portes, 8 businessman ;
and Demaqcratic Party leader. I know what it

is like being among strangers and not knowing if
you're going to see your parents again, That's i
why [.am so adamant about the reunification of /|
families.” 2 B o

Portes, 43, is vice chairman of the Demo-

cratic Natiopal Committee. He also runs an in- -
sucance business based in Washington Heights ¥

- and North Bergen,-and serves the Clinton ad- =~
ministration as an adviser on health-care re-
form and Cuban affairs,

The walls of his North Bergen office are
covered with photographs of him posing with
Bill and Hillary Rodham Clinton, Jimmy
Carter, Al Gore, Mario Cuomo, Ted Kennedy,
Bill Bradley, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Rob-

- art G. Tarricelli, and other politicians; as well as -
portraits of his two teenage daughters, and his .
wife, Maria. . ol

wCarlos has been & devoted advocate of . . .. u B
freedom for the Cuban people and a Joyal work-"."

gee PORTES Page A-7
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FROM PAGE ONE

THE RECORD A-7

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1994

fortunsta than others to have

spoke to his real parents, Plinio

“Who could have known that

PORTES: Journey from child refugee to presidentia

From Page A-1 |
known such generosity. T'here was

er for the Democratic Party,” said - O tove oo
Torricelli, D-Englewood, a friend ' an outpouring of love generos-
of Portes' for the past 20 years. Rty to lb;:boy with no {'.m‘lé;::‘y‘_!

Portes “is 80| ody whose ad-
vice we value,” said a senior offi-
cial with the National Security
Council in Washington, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity.

"“yfis eforts played an impor-

body wanted me to succeed.”
The Kiwanis Club, the Lions
Club, the Optimists, the Toast-
masters, all ths neighbors
tumed out to bring him cakes,

:;mth':lmqﬂ: i'nof m":f‘:lrlc: “] was the only kid with black
A xsumb« of elderly and chronical- hair .ni",h“;“ qud:;:.d moit 3‘

s novelty. I war a ensily
:)ym‘ili:l.m”i 1 at Guantanamo, the 30y | was the kid who couldn’t

In 1960, Portes was among . ".: .E"I 'l] ""E W h".'d’ ;

14,000 Cuben children whose paz- 4o o g4 lnbo:: T o
ents sent them to the United .‘lnhhvlﬂet.;":rm r
Staten with visas obtained through CREZMES 1o

faded newspaper clipping about
his freshman high school basket-
prisat. humhlm ;yh::heis pit’;
. ~tured surroun yers wil

B From Floride, they were placed ;3 meq like Smith, Sullivan,
in foster homes around the coun-  .rker. and Banzhaf.

try. Portes, an only child, was seot- The Hocketts gove him his own
t‘: live with Kay ”‘l: L’:‘:' }I{:d- room with a desk, » lamp, and a
ett, a childless couple in the farm-  go0 10y Bul he had o pull weeds,
ing community of Marshalltown, b 00 Lnd take cars of the
lowa, about 80 miles south of Des ;.o l.o”’nm an allownrice.

tha Pater Pan program operated
by Father Bryan Walsh, 8 Miami

Moines
- “They taught me values, and
He arrived lonely, penniless, h
4 with mo knowledge of English. that nothing came for free, that

He and the Hocketts had to use ﬁ;;::- to sacsifics in order to

sign languege Lo communicats.

“I was blessed, and maybe more -“-:Whilo living with the Hocketta, he

and Haydee, only once and re-
“ceived a handful of letters Irom
them. .

By 1967, the DPorteses made
their own escape, snd Carlos was
able to join them in New York. His
father found a job painting refrig-
erstors; his mother worked in a
doil factory in Brookiyn.

After graduating from George
Washington High Schoal in Wash-
inglon Heights, Carlos worked asa
stock boy at Sears, Roebuck sand

this little kid would one day be rid-
ing on Air Force One s Special
Ambassodnr for Latin American
Affairs?” he said.

He also is proud of his relation-
ship with Carter, a politicel men-
tor whom he compares ta Harry S
Truman.

*'{ always said history would vin-
dicate Jimmy Carter. [ always
loved the man, and his ability o
negoliate. He was a man of peace,

Co., then sold insurance for All-
alate. y

te formed a local Lalin Ameri-
can Chamber of C and
campaigned for Jimmy Carter,
who later appointed bim the na-
tional coordinator for minority af-
fairs. Wilth IHenry Cineros snd
Federico Pena — now membera of
Clinton's Cabine} — Portes found-
ed the Hispanic-American Demo-
crata,

The first phone calt that Carlos
Portes made aboard Aiz Force One
while warking for President Jim-
my Carter in the mid-1970s was to
the Hocketts in lowa.

“[ felt thot if t owed anything to
snyone, il was to the peuple who
gave this young man love and sup-

“epeak English,” he recatled.

passion and spiriteal commit-
meot, and maybe shead of his
tirme,” he said g
He has no fondness, however,
far Fidel Castru, and believes the
United States should maintsin ils.
economic sanclinns againsl the is-
lend until Costro institutes demo-
cratic refoross.
“He has been given every oppor-
tunity; and ssked by every friend,

to reform and democratize. So

Caatro has 1o make some changes.
Then we're willing to Jift the em-
barge.”

I'ortea doubts that many in the
Cuban-American community will
return (o the island alter Castro's _
reign to help in the rebuiiding of-

fort.
“] don't think youll sce people

But there wers.lonely times. _port, and worked with him o _ who have comlorts in Florida snd
— New Jersey guing down to Cubs

-| called the

-1 Most recent and notlable ™. v " i°C
:gchisvemant: Amanged for the relessy™
-and piacamant of §0 Cuban children .¢
wha ware stranded sl the miitary base -
‘in Guantanamo Bay 83 a resull of the
.recent boat L. He was himsalf 8 Cuban |
fostar child who was placed with an *
fowa family under a special program -,
ihnplmm.‘,,

W Ouote: tFor o, R struck a very - 5.
santimantal chord, becansa twas .. :
‘samecns who experienced that state -
ﬂ:qo.nmmmmmmn

LE G

and wailing for running wafer and
nir conditioning. 1 think they witl

_invest and provide technology snd
" knowledge of tha domocralic pra-

cess. Hut the odes in Cuba shoutd
govern themsclves,

“ft's not for Cuban-Americans _

to be involved in Cuban politics. If

| adviser

we have Laken refuge in this coun-
try and grown up undler the educa-
tional system here, it should oot be
for vs tu govern, but to sssist the
proccss,” he seid,

Portes, who started his own in-
surance company in 1978, is now
president and CED of en insur-
ance consortium with 30 employ-
ees snd 300 agents. As such, he
contributed his expertias io the
Clintons’ health-care reform cam-
paign, and participsled in Hillary
Clinton’s planning seasions.

Podies belicves health-caro re-
form failed simply beceusoe uf the
complexity of the issue.

“Perhaps we started off un the
wrong foob. After we mnalyze why
it Failed, maybe well attempl o
tackle one little pico: at a lime,
starting with welfure reform,” he
sad.

Portes says he has no political

* ] — aspirations uther than workimg Le-

. hind the scenes as an adviser.

“I'm very proud of being » Cu-
ban-Amersican. But I'm alsa very
grateful to this conntry fur the op-
yortunitien and privibeyes it oflers.
‘m living prool yuu can go from
nothing and be able to prosper,”
said Portes.
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PAGE 87

National Ethnic Coalition of Organizations Fémmd]aﬁon, Ine.

March 21, 1997

Mr, Carlos P. Portes
President & CEQO

The Portes Group
5041 Broadway

New Yark, NY 10034

Dear Mr. Portes:

Congratulations! The Nationai Ethnic Coalition of Organizations (NECQ) is delighted to
advise you of yaur selection by the Board of Directors as a 7997 Ellis Island Medal of

Honor recipient. The medal will be presented to you at a special ceremony on Ellis Island
on Sunday, May 4th.

NECQ, the largest repressntafive of ethnic and heritage organizations in the United States,

is presenting you with this Medal as a result of your exceptional humanitarian efforts and
outstanding contributions to our country.

You are invited, as a Medal recipient, to bring your guests to both the Ecumenical
Celebration at St. Patrick’'s Cathedral and the outdoor ceremony on Ellig Island. Howevaer,
due to limited seating, only guests who have purchased dinner tickets prior to the event
may accompany the medalists into the Great Hall for the Black-Tie Gala. Tickets are
avallable on a first come, first served basis.

Be prepared for a once-in-a-lifetime extravaganza as we set sail from Ellis Island.
Fireworks by Grucci will provide the grand finale with a spectacular display in front of the
Statue of Liberty, which will be viewed from our private ferry.

Special chartered bus arrangements from midtown Manhattan to the Ferry and Eliis Isiand
will be provided for the Medalists and their guests, but reservations must be made in
advance. Information on dinner tickets, as well as advertisement and tribute pages in our
handsome commemorative journal, is enclosed.

We know you share a keen interest with us in helping to preserve this country's
magnificent, diverse ethnic heritage; and we again congratulate you. We look forward to
meeting you, members of your family, and guests on this auspiciou occasion.

Sincersly,
illiam Denis Fugazy

-

Ao
|

Richard A. érface

Chairman Preslderzi/
_representing the lasgest ethnic and heritage organizations in the United States.
ﬁﬁﬁge? weumillign familg members, is dedicated to universal brotherhood and to the
advancement, protection and encoursgement of al] ethnic groups and races.
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 wation ofBrial who said thatit had | while fartber complicating a debat® | ernment of Fidel Castro, who took peace talks over Northern Irelzad

Been circufating in the White House, | oves a modest mode of transporta- .'mrmj’“n.q,m‘om”'!m

the  Justice Deparuuent and othec .m—lheﬂuﬁﬂ- - - | hat Mr, Casteo, who had closed all t into rurmoik. Page A3

Ipierested ageocies (or the !m_ri;'-;w!mmﬂﬂmm' Catbolic schools and confiscated = BIREMN | 3ows Summary 7Y

month OC tWO, 25 - f.-,;gmhmtydisemmalmﬂu'tlk- churchpmgeﬂy.plmnedwtndocu‘t- 3 ——, —

~The document - rellects a beliel’ :gﬁgdi!ﬁC\l'!_-Oth‘mﬂm mate chisdren in special schools. And e
i to compete in PGA Toursanctioned | orher parents simply thosght that ACubandn]dlmbinlﬂhﬂxiundquendonPedem.ode.DOO smess. Dy -

within the Administration " that’
crimping the supply of drugs in pris- ‘ events while using 1 golf cart The | having childred Miving in the United  who came to the United States i 105062 after Castro took power. Editorial. Op-84 ————— 75,
oa will cut the demand for them alter PGA Tour, which considers walking | States wocild guarantee ther a quick X : - - » ';:';:m ",;‘
e convicis are released “With the course an iotrinsic part of the | visa later. : . Naticoal Al$
~‘hoore than half the individuals in our game, will plesd its case i cowrt. ¢ Koown a3 Operation Pedro Pan, in bave lasted only 2 few mosths —  FRCA Sporishivaday ————— )
eedto | o> . .W,‘xm,,mwm whepever the parents obtaived visas Mauynmdnldnnd!r!hztmd _______Z______.__-—-—
_:iinbl!m." NN day, pegeCL . -~= ‘wwmkbhmm wmwlmdnﬂm’ndsuusuur. m:c:mu:muthhryws.m Obituaries —— 814 Weuther st

© %~ rescue ever recarded in the Western Castro was custed, as many Qubans  were sent to foster bomes, orpban- ==
: == } penisphere. It s also one of e ot the time expected. Bus the Cubaa ages ad evea homes for delinguents Do A ___ DIt haim Exchamgt — %
saddest” chapters \n the history of mﬂsmdmurlmm- in 35 states. By the time they Saw On the brtermet: wew.nylimes.co!
e Cuban immigration to_the United nendanmmw-pdmmu- .&zirp.nmmmeynnm > -
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and, leaving the
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Cubans Face Past as Stranded Youths in U.S,, Separated From Farents-

_F Conmuud From Poge Al

s

“women and men, aiready marned
~%nd with children. Some of the {am-
* [lfes were nevee reunited.

-»"The childrenof Pedro Pan, as they
- Fall themselves, now live quiet lwes
‘all over the United States. Most are
successful men and women who
-managed o put painful memories
behind as they learned English, be-
‘came United Rates citizeas, got an
education, started families and
worked hard. They are bankers and
hairdressers, writers and teachers,
arusts and builders.

" Only recendy, with thetr childcen
s 0ld as they were duning the opera-
“‘Hon, and as they have reached the
ueofmarpuuns-hensw:hdm
''Sions were made, they have begun
~dealing openly with the memories of
Tiheir Jonely childhoods.

Some, particufarly those who were:
39qunwd for o Jong time, say ey
puﬂamymummrmzutm
-Jom. and resest their parents’ ac-
Mons Others say they are forever
«immmnhdrm sacriflce.

But however they view the decisions
made long agn, the children of Pedro

“’Pan are united tod2y in & fratermity  §

‘ot shared pain They all caury.the &

“Rrars of a trncazed childhwod, .

""“‘Oman.llvas:gondmiube‘
- “cause It saved us from Commu-

JYaism,”” said Mr. Garcia, who is now
‘50 and a car washer in Miami. “"But I
"have told my mother, and T know it
Zpains ber, that I would never do to
mymcmmulhdmem.ﬁ\u
foy parents did (o me.”

< Ms. Torres, 2 political science pro-
\fessor at DePaul University in Chi-
cago, came to the United States alone
when she was 6. She has spent six
“ymars researching the operation and
ts particularly interested in the role
of the United States Goverument

- Ms. Torres said she believed that

people in the Covernment viewed the
chiidren of Pedro Pan as a perfect
cold war propaganda tool.

) “Fhere were people invoived who
bad their own sinister motives,” said
Ms Torres, who is now 42 and the
mother of two girls. * "They wanted o
Create panic, to scare the middle
phmbnodlsalhcdmfnmﬂnm

Ms Torres waals the Centra) In-
umgmteuzocybnnnwhrwm
“the (lles thar she Is sure hold detalls
of Pedro Pan. So {ar, the CIA has
Ariad knovine nf the nasrathen T

In the early 1960:.&: U’mld Smnnc\v!dtbspeudamydu,ooo .

Cuban children. But the Cuban missile crisis in October 1962 left them
stranded. Now adults ind mostly living successful lives in the United
States, they are now coming to terms with their experiences. One, Maria
de los Angeles Torres, 42, of Chicago, top left, with her daughters,

Alqamka!’iu‘-‘rmll kh.hnh?mt-’l‘ml a..enadnt&e
operation: was used 23 a propaganda toaf of the cold war. Yvonne
Cande, 47, of New York, top right, i writing a book about the program.
mromammmm;azmsmwemumcmm %
Cande, above right, at age 10, after arriving in Miami in October 1961.

The gperation stacted in Decem-

parents i Cuba were concermed

Wheo the embassy closed shortly Monsignor Walsh, now 67 and di-

Garcia, now 71, sobbed on the tel
pbone as she recalled that day: ¥

“1 seat a boy, a nice child sh
never spent a night outside his hom
and I loand a man with a mastéch
and a girtfriend,” Mrs. Garcid sdi«
adding that in the years she-®9
away from het son, she contemp!
ed suicide every time she went {g1b
docks. al

*‘1 wouold look W the watevw .
think, “This warer that separaes::.
can bring us together.’ Bue my fat
in God did not allow me undvu'
thing (oolish.™

Mr. Garca, wha married u .}
said that although he lived wit!"
kind tamily while he waited for 5
parents, he would always miss "
Lime they could have speat toget/r
Filteen years age. he said, he 2
(ered a nervous breakdown and. it
memwries of his adolescence ¢z
rushing in. He cried all the time. ;-

Others bave had different v
tions. Enma Barom, a 53-yeagty
perfectly composed and impecesh)
coltfed wine imporver in Manhattz
begins to cry at the mere mengion (
the five years — (rom 17 to 22 y-5h
tived withous her parents. Ms. Bar
calls them “the dark ages” and {1
fuses tn discuss thern. When ber pa
ents immigrated to the Ukvre

,.. States, her mother had become £

‘was 15, was sent v 2 home for
uleddmmnhmbuque..
Shemanmqnmedbyhnsz}
Ana, then 12. R
She told of living a ni "*1,

said ouns bad forbidden her ‘
sisurmxpukS‘glth.m
when they misbehaved and-ﬁz{

" Iocked ber in a dark closet when st

ctied bard. Ms. Mendieta, now 5,
accomplished sculptor and the @7
er of five who said she had a larg
family, in pary, in an artesopi |
replicate the [amily sbe lost

Mr. Vierz, the banker, refuses !
20 to Cuba to see his only brouwn
be:auatoseelnmwomnupenwo
wounds, he said,

“Ihavchnlad—lnnvtw
on," Mr. Viera said. “It would be it

.o A | £

And Luis Ramireg, a chiidless co!
tractor in Newark who s 44, recent]
lost a chance to become a fei't
ptmlbu:msclmded.dadwmn.

- ltrat. - o mrtenm wlsce
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Ms. Torres wants the Central In-
telligence Agency (0 allow her to see
mmumm;mummmawh
of Pedro Pan. So far, the C.LA. bas
denied Xnowiog of the operation. To-
day. Ms. Torres plans w file suit to
{orce the agency to retease whatever
information it has. Anya Guilshes, 2

keswoman loc the CLA. said the

e crliarea- But the Cuban missile crisis in Ocwber 1962 ieft them

stranded. Now adults and mostly living successful lives in the United

States, they are now COMENg to terms

with their experiences. One, Maria

de los Angeles Torres, 42, of Chicago. top left, with her daughters.

—— - s B S — S — — ——— -

" operation was wsed as 2 propaganda tool of the cold war. Yvonne

Conde. 47, of New York. top right, is writing a book about the program.

Ms. Torres, above left, Jeft fronw at

age 6 just before Jeaving Cuba. Ms.

Conds, above right, at age 10, after arriving in Miami in October 1961.

The operation started Decero-
ber 1950, when Jamves Baker. the
headmaster of an American school
in Havana who bas since died, met
with the Rev. Bryan O. Waish, a
Miami priest with the cburch’s social

parears in Cuba were coacerned
about their children's welfare. The
two agreed that if Mr. Baker could
gec children our of Cuba with student
visas issued by the United States
Embassy in Havana, the Catholic

""K’x‘x"‘#'- .
[
W

agency bad po comment aboux Opet-
ation Pedro Pan.

service agency, and (ol him that Charch would take care of them.

Not just a fitness club,
h@lth club, »spbrts center or gym...
i Plus One Fitness Clinic

isone of akind.

Omvﬁlhllliltnlushdhwvuthedllfuﬁm
becwemP!usOneﬁmmmdnﬂxbaothus.Tb
begin with. our exercise programs are based on

Qur unigue Plas One @ Home program can
even bring the Plus One difference right into
vour horme.

Whea the embassy closed sborily
(hereafter, in January 1961, Fatber
Walsh rurped to the State Depart-
ment, which gave him blanket au-
tharity (o issue visa walvers (0 chul-
dren 8 to 16 Older children bad to
undergp security clearances before
they cowld travel

Father Waish sent the waiver
forms (0 Cuba, often in diplomatic
pouches. The torms wese filled out
Ior the children, who were then ak
lowed to travel m the United States.
When the organizers in Cubda ran out
of forms, they falsified thern.

With some excepiions, the childres
of Pedro Pan say they are gratefal to
have grown up in this country, but
they 2iso° wonder what their lives
would have been tike i they had not
deen separated from their pareats.

“t is not ali s rese-colored as ooe
may think — we carry around alotof
pak.” said Efly Viiano-Chovel, 2 50-
year-old real estate- broket in Miami
and a founder of the Operation Pedro
Pan Group, which was created fa
1991 to hefp children who are or-
phans and refugees.

What frustrates so many Pedro
Pan children is the torist of fate of
1962, when the flights were canceled,
leaving a trail of hroken families and
troubled Gves.

*Thaz s the irony of it,”” said Ms.
Torres, wbo began bher research
when her eidest daughter turned 6
and she started ™ question what
could possibly had driven her par-
ents to send her abroad at such a
young age. '"This operation was con-
cerved o avoid the destructioa of the
Cuban family and eoded up creating
so much suffering.”

Monsignor Walsh, now 67 and di-
rectar erperitus of Cathotic Chari-
ties. says he kmew the cbildren were
looely and sad withoul parsmus. Bur
be said the chucch had tried to make
them happy and keep them safe. o
ali these years, Monsignor Walsh
said. he has heard of no child whe
was mistreated.

"I xnow L was sxd for them, but ]
have oo regrets,” said Monsignot
Walsh, wbo still lives i Miami
“Haw can [? All T did was to take
care of childdren who were alope.
Ultimarely, the decision (o send thex
was made by the parents, wha as-
sumed the separation would be
short-lived.”

Ms. Torres, who was separated
trom ber family for four mosufs,
coasiders herself lucky. Otbers, like
Jorge Viera, a 50-year-old banker n
Miami, had a much toogher time.
Mr. Viera, who wassent when he was
14, did oot see his parems for 25
years and then only briefly, when his

visited him in Miami They
returned to Cuba, where they died
two years ago.

~Basically, I [ost may parents when
1 was 14 — the family, as | knew it
ceased 1 exist then,” Mr. Viera said,
adding that he understands why his
pareats sent him alone and feels only
admiracion for thefr courage.

(0 Mr, Garcia's case, his parents
teared for his life because be had
started (o rebel against the Govem-
ment. He was sent at 15 and was
separated from his parents tot five

When they finally arrived in
1867, he stood ia [root of his mather
apd she did pot recognize hMm. Mr.
Garda’s mother, Maria del Carmen

“[ bave bealed — | have moved
on,™ Mc. Viera said. “It would be wo
painful”* '

And Lais Ramirez, a childless con-
tractor in Newark who is 44, recemly
Jost a chance to become a foswer
parent because he decided o retumn
a litve gird w0 ber mother after ™o

monbs. .
“In the end, children belong with
their parents,” said Mr. Ramirer.
whp was sent alone when be was §
y!moldmddﬂnmsuhnpdrms
for t™wo years. “Ultimarvely; she
would have beld Jt against us."
Yet. despite the pain, many Pedro
Pan children say they would do wiat
thesr parents did, given the sape
circumstances. Altfiough thelr par-
enis’ worst fears never maerialized
— children were not taken from the'r
nomes by the Government in Cuba —
;mvinupthemlndm“"sudm's
would not have been easy for them. L
would bave meant pot being able w
openly practice their Catholic (aith
and_ for chitdren of people who of-
mmmcavm:m
of ostracism. '
“Our parenus gave us choices i1
fife." said Yvonne Coude, a 47-year-
old freslance writer ia Mankamtaa
who was separated from ber pirents
for eight moaths when she was 1
and is now wrfting a book about the
pwm"muall.lmigku)nda
positive effect in our lvex” i !
Bok even Ms. Conde sald she was

. 1

“Those are the ones we know
about, the ones who want to =
kown,” she said from her apart
ment oa the Upper East Slde. “They
send their business cards and (»
teir résumés. Bot 1 often wont
abour the ones we don't know abuut
What are their lives like?"

National News Briefs = =

_(lﬂl;ShyssWGﬂbdbuuu

ﬂﬂhyl@euch.&4l&ﬂﬁon

CHICAGO, Jan 11 (Reuters) —
The General Motors Corporation Is
expecting plant closings o depress
itz earnings much more than it had

had tn our simulations,” said Scont
Hubbard, mission manager here ac
the Ames Research Center. v

The Prospector carries mnsine-
roents to scan [or evidence of {rozen
water st the Moon's poles, as well
signs of minerais and gase<. It was
launched on Tuesday (rom Cape Ca-

Hespial ’ . >z
Several days after Emmmuel

birth oo Sept. 28, the Boy’s parent:

Oliver Lazarevski and Naza JArc

20p, 25, were toid that their sog W=
born with a fatal lograes
of the Jeft side of the'beart. >~

The hov carae hers om Oct. 13 wit
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Carlos P. Portes

MARKETING

Ethnic mark'eting: a big pért

utility industry’s future

n the coming deregulated ulility warld,
experls $ny every customer will be up (or
grabs ond every utility will need a sophis-
ticated marketing strategy to retain exist-

Ing customers and attract new ones.
Enter Carlos P. Portes, the first of what Is
likely to be a number of ethnic marketing
. specialists who partner with utilities speciil-
cally 10 go aller Mispanie, Aslan and other

minority groups,

Mr. Portes js chalrman
and chiel executive ofticer of the
Portes Group, @ New York-based
ingurance, bonding, financial
services and communications
firm that deals extensively with
the Latino community. Earlier thig
year, an lliflated firm, Portes
Energy Services inc., teamed up
with PSEG Energy Technologies
inc., formerly Energls Resources,
3 unit of New Jersey-based Public
Service Entesprise Croup Ing,, 0
market energy to Hispanic busi-
nesses and individuals [rom
Maine to Maryland.

“When you have 3 data base as large a2
ours, energy markeling makes so much

serse,” Mr. Portes sald in a recent intervievy

In his upper Manlattan office.

PART OF BROADER TREND
What Public Service Enterprite Croup Is
doing by using Portes Energy Services 83 its

aulliorized agent mirrars the mare general -

|

& immes  wTmsie e v i d AEE Setes
7300 csatnties partionmtiyg

This. year aloune, more than

trend of U.5. businesses reaching out to
Hispanic consumers, The New York Times
recently reported that advertisers spent §1.4
billlon last year trylng to reach Hispanic con-
sumers, more than double what it spent in
1990. M, Portes is quick (o nate that there
is hundreds of billions of dellars ol purchas-
Ing power in the Hispanic community.
Ironically, Portes Energy Services’s
strength might be considered a weakness if
its target audience wasn't the Lating com-
munily, Ouring .the [irst phase of
Consoligated Edison Company of New
York’s custamer cholce program last spring,
the {lrm reached out to thousands of New
Yorkers through telemarkeling and direct
mall solicitation, While utilities generally
warry that such tactics will anger conyumers
becayse they are already besieged by unso-
licited pitches, Mr, Portes says Latinos get far
lewer solicitations, thus they are more
receplive.
Which lsn't to say that selling energy to
the Hispanic communily s essy. As PSEG
. Energy Technologies’ authorized agent,
Portes Energy Services uses seven diferent
kinds of Spanish-spesking representatives in

. order to0 capture the dillerent colloquialiyms

of the Spanish language a3 I Is spoken in
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, the Dominican

. Republi¢ and other counuries represented In
the U.5. Mispenic community. The Portes.
PSEC partnership algo came up with a
menthly bill that’s sll In Spanish, In addition,
those who signed up eould recefvs A maxi-
mum 108 minutes on 8 pre-paid phone card
If they recommended a friend who then also
yigred up. .

BIGGEST COUP ¢ . .
Despite all that, Portes Energy Services ran
, Inte the same fundamental problem other
power marketers have been running into:
convineing would-be customers that their
tervice and reflability won't be allected il
they switch to another power provider. In
all, Pories Energy Serviced Jigned up approx-
Imately 1,200 customers during the [irst
phase of Con Ed's customer cholce program
~ 800 rusidentisl and 400 small business.
Interestingly, Portes Energy Services’
higgest coyp was't in the Hispanic com-
munity. Rather, it wes the signing of 2
Fortune 500 corporation, speclileally,
Internationsl Paper Co.'s corporate head-
quarters In Purchase, NY. “International

of

Paper has 3 strong cammitment to minority
busingss development, and we welcome this
opportunily to expand our mingrity com-
mynity purchases Into electricity,” Robert
Ayerst, International Paper’s senfor buyer of
electric powes, was quoted a1 saying In a
Public Service Enterprise Group press release
announcing the deal fast May.

Mr. Portes says hie'll be back for phase two of
the Con Ed program next year, and he'll be
in New Jersey when that state’s pregram
eventyually gets underway. Currently, Portes
Energy Services ls sctive In Pennsylvania’s
choice program, having recently sent out
some 7,000 etters in Spanish to smail busis
nesses in that nate.

While Portes Energy Services plans lo
concentrate on the northeast US, Mr
Portes said he expects other Latino market-
ing efforts to spring up in Flerida, California,

~

\

Portes Energy/
\ Sefvidés
uses . severi_
differént kinds™)
\_w—_ S Q ‘\‘_‘ e
Spanish-Speaking
rebré’s'p.n/ aiti!%s

/
/
o

Texos 3nd the Chicago area. among other
places. He adds that while on Aslen market

lor energy hain't yet emerged, he expects it . .

will soon. i

At lor Portes Energy Services, it plans
1o start offering energy management serw
Ices, including Jinancing, cansulting and
engineering expertise, Mr. Portes said. In
addition, it's working with Public Service
Enterprise Group’s existing customers,
providing cemmunications and other
services. .

Also, Mr, Portes recently signed en
pgreement with Qwest Communiestions
Internatignal Inc. under which his firm will
market Qwest's full range of telecommur
nications services, targeting the Hispanic
marketplace on @ nationwide basis,
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JANUARY 27, 1998

DR. HAROLD VARMUS - Dr. Varmus has been the Director of the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) since November 1993. Previously, he was a professor of microbiology,
biochemistry and biophysics at the University of California, San Francisco. Dr. Varmus shared
the 1989 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine with Dr. Michael Bishop for demonstrating that
cancer genes (oncogenes) can arise from normal cellular genes.

COL. ROBERT CABANA - Cabana will command the crew of STS-88, the first Space Shuttle
mission to carry hardware to space for the assembly of the International Space Station. The 7-day
mission is targeted for launch in July 1998. He currently resides in Houston, Texas. A native of
Minneapolis, Minnesota, Cabana is a Colonel in the United States'Marine Corps and a graduate
of the U.S. Naval Academy. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Test Pilot School in 1981; he has
logged over 5,000 hours in 33 different kinds of aircraft. Selected by NASA in 1985, Cabana is
a veteran of three space shuttle flights and has logged over 627 hours in space. Cabana is
married and has three children.

SGT. MICHAEL TOLBERT - Sgt. Tolbert, 27, was born in Wuerzburg, Germany to Sergeant
Major Luther Tolbert a decorated Army veteran who received the purple heart for his service in
Viet Nam. After working his way through college as an electrical engineer at the University of
Southern Colorado, Michael Tolbert joined the United States Army following in his father’s
footsteps of military service. In the Army, Tolbert was recognized for his leadership and ability
by being elected Brigade Soldier of the Quarter while stationed at Fort Drum, New York. In
January 1997, Tolbert’s unit the 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry “Golden Dragons” were deployed
to Bosnia as a part of the international Stabilization Force (SFOR). While in Bosnia, Tolbert led
his troops to secure the Udrigovo Radio Tower and prevent the former Bosnian Serb government
from broadcasting anti-NATO messages. Today, Tolbert has returned to Fort Drum where his
unit is currently assisting the Northern New York area with disaster relief.

GOV. LAWTON CHILES - Governor Chiles is one of the nation’s top child advocates and has
pushed especially to increase the quantity and quality of child care services for Florida’s
children. He established the Florida Child Care Executive Partnership made up of business
leaders who have raised $6 million from local businesses and other sources matched on a dollar-
for-dollar basis to enable Florida to serve 4,000 additional children from working families.
Governor Chiles has also advocated for increased funds for school construction and prevennve
children’s health programs. -

ELAINE KINSLOW - In the past year, over two million Americans have left the welfare rolls
-- the largest decline in history -- and Elaine Kinslow of Indianapolis, Indiana, is one of these
success stories. Now a transportation dispatcher making $18,000 a year, Ms. Kinslow left
welfare for good last February after 13 years on and off the rolls. Just 10 days ago, she was able
to move her family to a better neighborhood with better schools for her children.



.
.

MAYOR CHUCK BURRIS - The Honorable Charles Burris was elected Mayor of the City of .
Stone Mountain, Georgia in 1997, becoming the first African-American mayor in the history of a
city which was the former headquarters of the Ku Klux Klan. In 1991, Mayor Burris was first
elected to serve a two-year term on the Stone Mountain City Council and in 1993, he was re-
elected to a four-year term. As a council member, Burris was elected Mayor Pro-Tem four times
and also served as appointed Chairperson of the Finance Committee. Additionally, Mayor Burris
chaired the Public Safety, Personnel, and Recreation committees during his tenure. Prior to his
public service in Stone Mountain, Mayor Burris served as a criméresearch analyst for the City of
Atlanta. Mayor Burris was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, and graduated from Morehouse
College in 1971 with a B.A. in Political Science. Mayor Burris received his L.L.B. in 1975 from
John Marshall Law School. Mayor Burris is married to Marcia Baird Burris and has five
children and one grandson.

REV. DR. R. LAWTON HIGGS, SR. is the organizing pastor of Church of the Reconciler, an
interracial United Methodist Congregation in downtown Birmingham, Alabama. Rev. Higgs is a
co-chairperson of the Metro Area Justice Interfaith Committee, an ecumenical and interfaith
voice on matters of racial and economic justice in Birmingham. He also serves on the board of
Alabama Arise, a grassroots organization which advocates for the needs of the poor. Higgs was
born in Bauxite, Arkansas in 1940. He is married and is the father of three children. He worked
as an engineer for eight years before responding to a call to ordained ministry. Higgs graduated
from Candler School of Theology at Emory in 1977 with a Master of Divinity and completed a
Doctor of Ministry at Drew Theological Seminary in 1988..

JOHN HOPE FRANKLIN - Chairman of Advisory Board to the President’s Initiative on Race.
Franklin, a resident of Durham, North Carolina, is a retired historian and educator, who most
recently served as Professor of Legal History at Duke University Law School from 1982 to 1992.
President Clinton awarded Dr. Franklin the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1995. Dr.
Franklin's scholarly work has focussed on the Civil War and Reconstruction era and includes the
1946 landmark study From Slavery to Freedom. Dr. Franklin received his A.B. degree from Fisk
University in 1935, an M.A. from Harvard University in 1936 and a Ph.D. from Harvard
University in 1941.

PEGGY HAACK - Peggy Haack is a child care provider from Madison, Wisconsin, who
currently cares for children in her home and works for the Center for the Child Care Workforce, -
advocating for decent wages for child care workers. She has worked in child care for 21 years
since earning her graduate degree in Child Development and Preschool-Kindergarten Education.
She has also long been a champion of quality child care and supports education and training,
efforts to reduce staff turnover, and adequate compensation for child care providers. Ms. Haack
has also been a foster parent for over ten years and has two adopted daughters.



FREDERICK WON PARK - Mr. Park is a special ed teacher at 'é'public elementary school in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. A graduate of the Connecticut and Wheelock College, he places an
emphasis on rigorous academic standards, hands-on learning, direct student involvement, family
involvement and a deep appreciation for music and the arts. Prior to joining the Cambridgeport
School, Mr. Park trained in working with students with severe emotional and behavioral
problems. :

FRANKIE GOMEZ - As a second year AmeriCorps member with CityYear, 19 year-old
Frankie Gomez directs her own program called “The Little Big Citizens,” an after-school
program serving low-income students on the East Side of San Jose, California. A native of Santa
Clara, Frankie -- the daughter of a teen-age mother -- raised her younger brother while graduating
from San Jose High School. She applied to CityYear after her freshman year at San Francisco
University. CityYear is an innovative entrepreneurial service organization that engages diverse
youth aged 17-24 in team-based service to meet the critical needs of children and their
communities.

BOB STANTON - Robert G. Stanton was sworn in as Director of the National Park Service in
August 1997. As Director, he has policy and administrative responsibility for the 375 units in
the National Park System, including many of America’s most significant historic sites. A former
park ranger and a native of Fort Worth, Texas, Mr Stanton is the 15th person to serve as Director
of the National Park Service and the first African American in the history of the 81 year-old
agency to hold that position.

MARJORIE MARGOLIES MEZVINSKY - Former member of Congress.
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