Lakshman Kadirgamar, P.C, M. P

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sri Lanka
6% October, 1998
Mrs Hilary Rodham Clinton
White House
Washington

Dear Mrs Clinton

You may recall the visit I paid to you at the White House in October last year when I
gave you a briefing on the problem of young Tamil children being conscripted by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for the war that they are fighting against the
armed forces of the Government of Sri Lanka in the North and East of Sri Lanka. I left
with you some photographs, a copy of my speech at the United Nations General
Assembly last year and a copy of the Graca Machel report on Children in Armed
Conflict.

In May this year the United Nations Secretary General’s Special Representative on
Children in Armed Conflict, Mr Olara Otunnu, visited Sri Lanka at my invitation and
met, among others, representatives of the LTTE who gave him the assurance that they
would desist from the practice of using young children in battle. A copy of the

communique issued by Mr Otunnu after his visit to Sri Lanka is enclosed herewith.
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