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CLINTON:

We owe something of
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REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
TO IRISH WOMEN AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 

DUBLIN/ IRELAND

There is so much hope today in the United States that what 
we saw yesterday in Belfast, a new and peaceful Ireland, will 
become a reality from one end to the other of this island. As I

Being here today, having come from Northern Ireland 
yesterday, I understand even more clearly the ways in which 
Ireland has influenced American society. And I am learning more 
every minute about the ways in which Irish women have influenced 
American society and still are today. Over the past many years, 
the people of this country who have come to our country, and 
particularly Irish women, have brought with them values that have 
served the test of time — a devotion to family, an inner 
strength, a courage and spirit of independence that have 
strengthened the American way of life and our own democracy.

The women I spoke with yesterday are not high-level 
diplomats or professional negotiators; they have not yet been 
elected to office. They were women, Catholics and Protestants 
alike, whose lives and families have been affected by the

On behalf of the more than 40 million Americans of Irish 
descent, we are grateful for these close ties and for the 
relationship that has been built over the years. Not just 
between countries, but between people and families and 
communities.

become a reality from one end to the other of this island, 
talked about what it meant to people — to men, women and 
children — to have this cease-fire, I was struck by how grateful 
they were for normalcy. To walk down the streets, to expect to 
go Christmas shopping without fear, to let their children play 
outside — the blessings that we take for granted which to them 
are now seen as such markers for the kind of life they want to 
lead.

MRS. CLINTON: As we landed here I felt as though I had been 
here before although this is my very first trip to Ireland. I 
don't suppose one can grow up in America without knowing many 
Irish-Americans and without appreciating the many contributions 
that this culture has made to our own. And we are particularly 
reminded of our close ties this year because you are observing 
the 150th anniversary of the Great Famine.
our own history to this tragedy of yours.
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President Robinson, as you know so well, and as the world is 
discovering, has offered eloquent insights into the challenges

Their efforts remind us that building a peace is a long and 
difficult task — but it is a necessary one, not just to end the 
bloodshed, but to put into place the building blocks that enable 
individuals to seek fulfillment and to live up to their own God­
given potentials.

I had the opportunity recently to read the text of a 
lecture that President Robinson gave a few years ago, and I was 
delighted to see her and her husband just a few hours ago. I 
thought he and I should perhaps start a club for spouses.

These women may not be well-known across the world but they 
should be, because their courage and spirit is what we have to 
have more of if we expect to have a peaceful world for all of us. 
There are women like these women in the Middle East, in Bosnia 
and South Africa, in all of the trouble-spots around our globe. 
We must give them courage by reinforcing their own willingness to 
take risk for peace.

That is what I saw at work yesterday.
a common ground and on that common ground build the kind of 
society that so many of you in this great hall have both worked 
for and prayed for.

violence. They didn't wait for someone else to be organized, 
they didn't wait for other voices to be raised, they themselves 
took it upon themselves to go door to door through their 
neighborhoods to say, "Stop the bloodshed, this cannot go on." 
Their grief became their and our call to action.

These are the women who every day are getting up and facing 
realities that we luckily only have to think about or see on the 
television. But it is this kind of grass-roots commitment that 
will stand the test of time and will make a difference. Were it 
not for these women, I do not know whether the cycle of violence 
would have been broken in Northern Ireland. If it were not for 
these women working tirelessly, I don't think that we would have 
seen as many people as we saw yesterday, who are breaking down 
barriers to overcome suspicions and defy history.

Irish women who are working for peace have found ways to 
make their faith a source of strength, not a source of division. 
By coming together, accepting each other, and creating a new 
community together, they are discovering what women around the 
globe are discovering as well: No matter how different we may be 
superficially, whatever religion we follow, whatever shade of 
color our skin might be, whatever our ethnic background, there is 
so much more that unites us than divides us. And if women begin 
talking with one another, around kitchen tables, in cafes, in the 
work places, we will discover that sense of shared identity.
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facing men and women at this point in the history of Ireland and 
in the world.

That certainly is a priority to the North, where we visited 
the Mackie Plant yesterday morning. Protestant and Catholic 
workers still enter by separate entrances and then work together 
on the shop floor. It is certainly true in our own country, 
where we battle against the divide of race and ethnicity, and 
even sometimes religion, as we struggle every day to make America 
live up to its ideals.

President Robinson is an excellent example of what can be 
accomplished through the political process, but there are many 
women here and throughout this island who are not elected 
officials, who themselves are making great contributions. In 
changing our attitudes and values we have to dare to think 
differently — to break through the categories that we once took 
for granted.

Like some of you, I was fortunate enough to attend the 
United Nations Conference in Beijing. And there I looked out at 
women from every corner of the world, some of whom are up against 
odds that I cannot even imagine. They see their little sisters 
and their daughters being denied food and medical care, and dying 
before they are five years of age.

This is not to suggest that women in Ireland should not 
become more involved in the existing political process. Indeed, 
I hope many, many will, both here and particularly in the North. 
But it is to suggest that the work of peace, that the work of 
reconciliation is far too important to be left to those who are 
elected leaders. It is work that has to be done every single day 
by everyone of us.

It is certainly the case in Bosnia, where, when the forces 
go in to implement the peace that the political leaders have 
made, real peace will only come because individuals, Croats and 
Serbs and Muslims, will decide that they have had enough of the 
bloodshed, and that the games on the military battlefield are not 
worth the heartbreak and the loss and their children's lives.

Much of what she said has stuck with me but one thing in 
particular really made an impression. And that is that the 
participation of women in society requires a re-appraisal of our 
view of who and what is valuable in our world. As much as 
policies and legislation are important to women's progress and 
women's rights, a shifting of attitudes and values is necessary 
as well.

They live in places where girls still are not permitted or 
encouraged to attend school, or if they do, the schooling ends 
much too early. They come from societies where women still are 
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That conference focused attention on the plight of women 
around the world but it also, I think, has reminded those of us 
in countries like Ireland and the United States, that we have 
much work to be done here as well.

And that resource too often is being 
* ■ .Each of us in our lives knows that we can begin to

unleash the"full power and glory of women's potential.

I believe, with all my heart, that women are the world's 
greatest untapped resource.
wasted today. ]---- - — 1----- _

not even allowed to vote, or if they are, it is only on paper 
because there is not encouragement or full participation in the 
political process.

It does not do us any good to be pointing fingers or making 
assumptions about what kind of mother someone is who works 
outside of the home or what kind of loss someone has experienced 
because she chose not to.

We should respect and strengthen and 
those who choose to be full-time in the 

home, those who choose to be full-time in the world of work, and 
those, like me and many of you, who attempt to compose a life 
that consists of both the responsibilities in the home and the 
work-place.

Let us celebrate the contributions of every woman, instead 
of pigeon-holing and categorizing women in ways that limit their 
and our potential. There is no formula that I'm aware of for 
being a successful or fulfilled woman today. Now perhaps it 
would be easier if there were. If we could be handed a pattern 
and cut it out, as our mothers and grandmothers and foremothers 

When I meet women like that, I must confess that I am very 
humbled. And I'm overwhelmed by my own blessings in the United 
States, but a little sad that so many of us do not take advantage 
of all the opportunities that we have — both for ourselves and 
for all those around us.

What must change in order for us to do that? First, in our 
everyday lives, we must begin to respect the dignity of each 
person and overcome assumptions, presumptions, prejudices and 
prejudgments about who we are and what we stand for.

And there certainly must be a truce among women. We should 
no longer be making judgements about one another because of the 
choices we have made, 
support each other;

Those of us who enjoy the opportunities of health care, or 
jobs, or credit, or legal and political rights, have to 
recognize that so many others among us do not, even within our 
own societies. I can go places in my own country where, because 
of poverty and lost opportunities, I see the results of lives 
that have been squandered, families broken and futures destroyed.
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Along with a change in personal attitudes and values, every 
second in society can affect positive changes that empower and 
educate women to take this responsibility for themselves and 
their choices.

To truly respect a woman means to respect the choices she 
makes for herself and her family. That means all choices, and it 
means providing the kind of support and respect those choices 
deserve.

Too often we fall into the trap of thinking that so-called 
"women's issues" only affect women. But if we truly care about 
strong families, strong communities, and strong societies, we 
must recognize that men and women should complement each other 
inside and outside the home. Men and women must not be consigned 
to opposite poles; we must be partners in a common enterprise for 
the good of us all, and particularly our children.

My second response is that I wish that when women are asked 
questions like that, they would be phrased somewhat differently. 
So that instead of being asked that way, the question might 
instead be put, "Do you have child care that is accessible, 
affordable, safe and dependable, and if not, what can we all do 
through society, to make sure that children are well cared for 
and that you are given the sense of security that, as a working 
mother, you should have?"

Before coming here today someone told me the story of an 
incoming group of women members of Parliament who were 
interviewed by a prominent television talk show host a few years 
ago. And one of the first questions was: "Who is minding the 
children?"

were, that would be, I suppose, easier — just to make a quilt 
that looked like everyone else's. But that is not the way it is 
today and I am glad it is not.

I like and relish diversity in the lives of women today. I 
am pleased that I am living in this time, as difficult as it is, 
because I want to know who I fully am, and I want to help other 
women to make that choice as well. Having choices means having 
responsibilities, having obligations, as Mrs. Green said, 
accepting consequences. But if women are to be full and equal 
partners in the life of society and the life of the family, 
that's what independence and responsibility needs.

I have two responses to that. The first is, I long for the 
day when men are asked the same question. Women and children 
need men to be full participants in the raising of children. And 
men, if only they knew, need the opportunity and joy of being 
those participants in their own families.
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I recently read an article from one of your newspapers about 
domestic violence here in Ireland. And I was very pleased to 
read the comments of Minister Owen, who said that both "violence 
against women is a crime .... It cannot be explained away" as 
some sort of "family difficulty or some other euphemism." Let us 
call it what it is, it is a crime and it should be treated as a 
crime and the perpetrators should be prosecuted, whether they are 
in the United States, Ireland, or anywhere in the world.

The law enforcement and justice systems can act more 
efficiently to protect women from violations of their legal 
rights, particularly from violence in their homes. Violence in 
the home is a leading cause of death world-wide among women 
between the ages of 14 and 44.

Schools, for example, could be more flexible in providing 
opportunities for women who raise children. Life-long learning 
is essential in the global economy. So many women in our world 
did what was expected of them: they had their children early in 
their late teens and twenties, then wanted to go back to school 
to further their own educations and contribute to their family's 
income. Perhaps they became the sole bread-winner in a family. 
Still, they find it nearly impossible in my country and in many 
others, to care for their families, make, a living and pursue 
their educations.

In every one of these cases that I know of, where these 
kinds of investments are being made, women are proving to be very 
good credit risks. They repay their loans above ninety-five 
percent. Many of our large financial institutions should be very 
happy to have that kind of return on an investment. But instead 

So many of the challenges families and particularly women 
face are rooted in poverty and an absence of economic 
opportunity. Financial institutions can address this problem by 
serving all people, even if they are poor, live in remote areas, 
or are women. I have visited places in the world where women are 
living in abject poverty but because someone held out a helping 
hand, with credit, they were able to buy another milk cow, to buy 
a woodshop for their husband, to sink a well. And all of a 
sudden, they not only had more income, they had the dignity that 
comes to someone who is lifting herself out of poverty.

Businesses can initiate policies, and I fully hope they
will, that will make work more family-friendly. We are making it 
as difficult as possible for men and women to be both good 
workers and good parents. Modern technology should mean that 
more men and women can work at home. That should be encouraged 
where appropriate. But also, setting schedules and making it 
easier to find and provide child care should be considered. 
Businesses, at the very least, can value women by paying them 
equal salaries for equal work everywhere in the world.
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"I am the pillars of the house; 
The keystone of the arch am I. 
Take me away, and roof and wall 
Would fall to ruin utterly."

social deprivation; 
elsewhere; 1 
global economy; 
care or credit.

These women have seized this moment in history to address 
the root causes of violence, the lack of economic opportunity and 

; the absence of jobs that have moved
industries that are no longer competitive in the 

the absence of higher education or lack of child

they are stuck in old ways of thinking. We need now to act on 
the evidence that we have that women who are given access to 
credit through modest loans are starting small businesses, 
working out of their homes and eventually employing others.

The strength and support of Irish women is critical to 
future peace and prosperity across this land. Your struggles are 
specific, but they reflect the many common struggles that women 
— and men — face around the world.

We met in a restaurant called Ye Olde Lamplighter. It was 
established only five years ago and now provides jobs for seven 
local people. It is just one of many examples I have heard about 
where women coming together have made a difference.

As you move forward here and to the North, please know that 
millions and millions of American women and men will be with you 
in spirit. And we will stand with you as you take risks for 
peace and reconciliation. We will move together with you for a 
more just society that we believe will benefit all people and 
particularly our children.

As the great poet Katharine Tynan, writing about Irish 
women, observed so keenly in her poem, "Any Woman":

And just yesterday, I saw the same kind of initiative in 
action at the Women's Information Drop In Center in Belfast. That 
organization began in opposition to violence but has evolved into 
an umbrella for many different organizations that promote 
economic and educational opportunities for women.

We should not be surprised that women are leading the way, 
not only in putting a stop to violence but in coming up with new 
and effective ways to achieve their own potential and contribute 
to the lives of their families, communities and nations.



Thank you and Godspeed.
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Thank you for the work you are doing, the inspiration that 
you give so many of us, and for the hope that has been lit this 
Christmas Season because of what we have seen these last days.
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REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
AT THE FIFTH CONFERENCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND OF 

GOVERNMENTS OF THE AMERICAS 
ASUNCION/ PARAGUAY

(

MRS. CLINTON: I am privileged to have the opportunity to 
represent my country, the United States, for the first time at this 
Fifth Conference of First Ladies from the Western Hemisphere. It is 
also a great honor for me to be here in Paraguay with all of you.

We have gathered together to discuss the futures of women and 
children in all of our countries. Whether we live in North, 
Central, or South America or the Caribbean region, we are united in 
our belief that women everywhere share common aspirations and 

concerns.

Yet, as we meet here in this beautiful hall this evening, we 
also know that a vast reservoir of human potential is now being 
wasted across the Americas.

No nation in our hemisphere can say that all of its children 
are fed, clothed, housed, schooled, and raised by loving parents. 
No nation in our hemisphere can say that all of its women are 
treated with dignity, respect, and given the chance to fulfill 
their God-given potentials. And no nation can say that each and 
every family within its borders is healthy, strong, and stable.

Our world, as we know, is far from perfect. But even though 
enormous challenges remain, we have come here hopeful about our 
future. Hopeful because, somewhere in our hemisphere right now, a 
baby in a local health clinic is being immunized against a serious 
disease. . . a little girl is going to school and is learning to 
read and write ... a woman is taking out a small loan from a 
neighborhood bank that will enable her to start her own business in 
her home. We know that every problem we face in our hemisphere is 
being solved somewhere in our region at this very moment.

We are also hopeful because of the progress made at last 
year's Summit of the Americas in Miami, at the United Nations 
Conference on Social Development in Copenhagen earlier this year, 
and more recently at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on



I

2

This is particularly critical today, given the growing gap 
between the rich and the poor, the educated and the uneducated, the 
skilled and the unskilled.

Women in Beijing. I think it is very fitting that we meet after 
those three historic gatherings, which drew world attention to the 
plight of women and children and, in so doing, to the plight of 
families as well.

This trend, if it continues, threatens to undermine the very 
institutions we are seeking to uphold: strong families, strong 
economies, and strong democracies. All will be in jeopardy if women

And that is why it is also heartening that, despite assurances 
from skeptics that nothing would be accomplished in Beijing, more 
than 180 nations endorsed a platform for action that lays out 
specific ways to expand the rights and opportunities of women 
around the world.

The conferences in Miami, Copenhagen and Beijing showed the 
world that issues involving children and women are not secondary 
issues. They are keys to building democratic institutions, 
strengthening market economies, and achieving social justice.

They are also among the hardest issues we face.

That is why the agreement reached in Miami last year was an 
historic first for countries of this hemisphere. For the first 
time, there was universal recognition that no nation can compete in 
the global economy if half its population cannot read or write, 
cannot find a job, or cannot rise out of poverty.

Many of us also attended last month's women's conference in 
Beijing, where it was again made clear that democracy and 
prosperity cannot be attained or sustained in countries that do not

Since Miami, we have seen cooperation grow among our nations, 
and our political leaders. The Summit not only recognized every 
nation's duty to invest in its people, but also the special role 
that girls and women play in the economic and social development of 
the Western Hemisphere.

That theme was reiterated again in Copenhagen, which focused 
on the alleviation of poverty as an essential factor in political, 
social and economic progress.

Those among us who enjoy the opportunities of education, 
health care, jobs, credit, legal and political rights are 
flourishing in the new global economy. Those without such 
opportunities are lagging farther and farther behind. And more 
often than not, those lagging behind are women and poor children.

Beijing

value women as full and equal partners in society.
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assumptions, presumptions, prejudices and prejudgments.

in every family, boy or girl. To respect a child means to give that

family background, we betray our own

protect her human rights; it means to respect the choices she makes

Prior to arriving in
Paraguay today, I was in Brasilia, where President and Mrs. Cardoso

I then traveled on to Salvador da Bahia, where an 
extraordinary effort is underway to channel the potential and
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bureaucratic intransigence and put people first.

We must also take advantage of the many innovative programs 
that do exist throughout our hemisphere. f_„  ,

told^me*about* Brazil's efforts to improve the quality of primary 

education.

to solve. We must fix programs that don't work with reforms that 
are efficient and inexpensive. And we must insist that institutions 
— whether government, schools, or health care systems — overcome

of thousands of street children. One program I saw was a 
in which the performers were children, some as young as 

been recruited off the streets where they lived.

continue to be denied the opportunities they need to thrive and 
compete in the new century.

So, what must change?

First, values and attitudes.

In our everyday lives, we must begin to respect the dignity of 
each person, no matter where that person lives or what he or she 
looks like. To do that, we must be willing to overcome many

Because, to truly respect a child means to respect every child 
in every family, boy or girl. To respect a child means to give that 
child the love, attention, and discipline he or she needs to grow 
up with confidence and competence. To respect a child means to 
nurture that child with the health care and schooling that he or 
she needs to get the right start in life.

Every time we dismiss the potential of a child because of skin 
color, parental income, or family background, we betray our own 
futures.

We must also appreciate the contributions of every woman, 
instead of pigeon-holing and categorizing women in ways that limit 
their potential. To truly respect a woman means to respect and 
protect her human rights; it means to respect the choices she makes 
for herself and her family; and it means to value the experience 
she brings to all facets of life.

Second, institutions must change, and so must the ways we go 
about our everyday business.

If programs and policies have outlived their usefulness, we 
should admit that they no longer solve the problems they were meant
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politically powerless. And one of the best things government can do

Finally,

A few days ago, in Santiago, Mrs.
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is to make it easier for outside groups, non-governmental groups, 
to do the work they are willing to do.

I learned from the Minister of Education that schools may 
begin to keep their doors open on Saturdays and Sundays to

At the same time, government cannot address every problem 
alone. We must not look on government as a panacea, but as an able 
partner of business, non-governmental organizations, and other 
private institutions committed to investing in the promise of every 

Government has a vital role in all of this. But government is 
only effective if it listens to the voices of the people it serves, 
instead of making decisions based on political convenience or whim. 
And government must be held accountable for meeting human needs.

I asked one 15-year-old boy, who had been with the project 
since it began five years ago, whether it had made a difference in 
his life. If not for the project, he said, "I would be dead or in 
prison now."

Programs like this one, which receive support from the public 
and private sectors and some international organizations, can be 
replicated widely. But that requires us to share information, 
exchange ideas, discuss honestly our successes and failures, and 
learn as much as we can from each other.

A few days ago, in Santiago, Mrs. Frei took me to a school 
that embodies the Chilean commitment to building an educational 
system for the future. I saw boys and girls busy working on 
computers hooked up to the Internet.

Finally, as societies, we must be willing to move beyond 
inertia to action. And all of us — individuals and institutions — 
must heed that call to action. We must start by taking 
responsibility within our own families and then spreading that 
responsibility to the communities in which we live.

Every segment of society has a stake in this issue. And every 
segment of society can affect positive change.

Schools, for example, can be more flexible in responding to 
the needs of their students, young and old.

They were not being trained for circus jobs; their 
performances were merely a vehicle for learning the value of 
discipline, teamwork, and hard work. Along the way, these children 
develop confidence, self-esteem, and pride in their 
accomplishments. Part of a program called Project Axe, they also 
receive schooling and vocational training, as well as counseling to 
reunite them with their families.
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Not only had these women organized themselves to improve 
their own circumstances, they were also improving the circumstances 
of their families and communities.

2_‘_j the children of working parents who have no 
alternatives for child care, and for children who wish to acquire 
new skills for themselves.

I saw that Chile has not been content to stick with old 
methods that do not work. The government and people of that country 
are devising new ways of training teachers, involving parents and 
communities. All of this is happening now in many countries 
throughout the Americas and more can happen if we are willing to 
learn from each other's experiences.

Heeding the call to action also means that financial 
institutions must serve all people, even if they are poor, live in 
remote areas, or are women. How much more evidence do we need that 
women are a good credit risk? I have seen the proof myself at the 
Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, where the poorest of the poor in the 
world have transformed entire villages by taking out small loans 
for cows, rickshaws, and other items they use to earn an income.

Furthermore, they have, like every bank I have ever visited, 
a high loan repayment rate. In that particular neighborhood bank, 
the repayment rate was 100 percent. And from what I know about 
banking, that would be the envy of many commercial lenders.

Individual men and women need to change attitudes and then 
act, just as every branch of society.

Businesses can initiate policies,
schedules, child care, 
and the use of modern technology, that enable employees to perform 
well on the job and continue to fulfill their family obligations. 
Businesses also can value women by paying women equal salaries for

I have even seen it in my own country, where poor women at a 
project called Mi Casa, in Denver, Colorado, have banded together 
to take out small loans to help themselves. And they told me 
very,very directly how difficult it is for women even in the United 
States to have access to credit. One woman said: “Too many great 
ideas die in the parking lots of banks.”

But all over this hemisphere, women are overcoming these 
obstacles. In Nicaragua, which I visited at the beginning of my 
trip, I saw how hard President Chamorro has worked to strengthen 
democratic institutions and promote a market economy. And I met 
thirty women from a very poor barrio in Managua who run a bank in 
their neighborhood, borrowing small sums of money to start their 
own businesses, to start a bakery, to make mosquito netting, to be 
a seamstress.
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■ equal work with their men employees.

The media can assume greater responsibility for the values it 
transmits by avoiding negative advertising and television 
programming that sensationalizes violence and glorifies the 
exploitation and degradation of women and children.

At this conference, we will examine these issues, and we will 
focus specifically on what can be done to address the pressing 
health and education of women and children.

We will discuss initiatives to ensure the elimination of 
diseases that primarily affect women and children, reduce maternal 
mortality and provide comprehensive health care to women throughout 
their lifetimes, including family planning. We will talk about what 
every nation must do to ensure that girls are guaranteed the right 
to an education and that all citiz
ens acquire the knowledge and skills they will all need in the new 
global economy.

And we will explore ways to end the problem of domestic 
violence, which has destroyed the lives of too many women and their 
families in every country represented here.

I would like to make one final point about our agenda. 
Because we are talking about the issues that matter most in the 
lives of women and children does not mean we are not talking about 
the lives of men and boys.

When I was in Nicaragua, I noticed billboards along the side 
of the road. They showed the face of a crying child with the 
caption: "My father has left the home." The problem of the absent 
father is as tragic as the problem of the undervalued mother and 
wife. It is a problem that, in the United States, we are urgently 
trying to address.

If, as a hemisphere, we truly care about strong families, 
strong communities, and strong societies, we have to recognize that 
men and women can and must complement each other inside and outside 
of the home. We should not be at opposite poles; we should be 
partners in a common enterprise for the good of all of us, and 
particularly our children.

Because of the roles that the women here and many of you in 
this hall have, we know we can help initiate the changes that must 
take place if we ever want to realize the great potential of this 
hemisphere.

Like the women I have met all over this hemisphere in Canada, 
in my country, in Mexico, in Nicaragua, in Chile, in Brazil and 
here in Paraguay, we come together to pool our experiences and
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• ideas to improve conditions for our individual families as well as 
our national family and the family of nations.

I was not present at the earlier conferences, but I want to 
thank and applaud all of the women who took part in those 
conferences and who have moved this agenda forward. , I was 
privileged to host our meeting in Miami and I look forward to the 
work ahead of us. It is the most exciting and challenging work any 
of us can imagine or be engaged in. And it is work in which we can 
make a difference.
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I also know that the continued existence of these children's 
hospitals, which we love and are devoted to, depends on 
government support — support that appreciates the important 
differences that go into the treatment of children and adults.

I have, as many of you, experienced children's hospitals as 
a parent and know how well they serve in taking care of both our 
children and ourselves because of the family-oriented approach 
they take to health care.

REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
AT THE CIRCLE OF CARE CONFERENCE 

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND

I am a great admirer and partisan of children's hospitals. 
I think they play an essential and vital role in our health care 
system. And when I first heard about the plans for this new 
organization, I was delighted and very hopeful that it would not 
only through its commitment to supporting these 19 children's 
hospitals make a difference to the giving of so many of you and 
others like you in our two countries, but that it would stand for 
the belief we share that children's hospitals must be preserved 
and strengthened.

I know from my experience on the board of the Arkansas 
Children's Hospital, what it takes to raise private funds in 
order to support the many functions that are not paid for through 
either private insurance or government support. It is only 
because of dedicated, concerned citizens like all of you, that 
these hospitals continue to lead in the research and treatment of 
children's diseases. They are also essential in the training of 
doctors and specialists to care for our children.

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. Doctor Varmus it is a
pleasure as it always is for me and my family to be here at one 
of the premiere institutions that represents the vital 
partnership between our public and private sectors in this 
country. I appreciate very much what Scott Oki has said today, 
because it clearly and personally put forth the challenge that 
confronts this new and very important organization.
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It is fitting that this first Circle of Care conference is 
being held here at NIH, an institution that is synonymous with so 
much of the cutting edge medical research being done in the 

world.

It is a symbol of our government's historic commitment to 
medical research. Similarly, all of the physicians, the 
specialists who do research and work in the children's hospitals 
represented here, were able to develop their expertise and 
training because the federal government decided to help defray 
the costs of training these medical specialists more than twenty 

years ago.

It is precisely this commitment to medical research, to 
academic health centers, and to children's hospitals that is at 
risk in the current debate going on in our country over health 

care today.

It is a debate filled with statistics, policy statements, 
and budget numbers. But behind the charts and graphs and position 
papers, it is really a debate about our core values as Americans 
— about what we believe in, how we define ourselves as a people, 
and how we envision our future.

Throughout our history, we have thought of ourselves as an 
American family — a family whose greatest priority was our 
children. As Scott spoke so eloquently earlier, a family whose 
encircling love and support gave children the tools they needed 
to make their own way in the larger world.

And so we have always prided ourselves on our compassion and 
on the high expectations and aspirations we hold for our children 
and for ourselves as a people.

For decades, this has been the American way: to put people, 
especially children, first. And because we have adhered to the 
American way, the American Dream has stayed alive for generation 
after generation and our country has remained strong.

Today, we are losing a sense of ourselves as an American 
family. We are allowing ourselves to be torn apart, divided, put 
in competition with each other over resources.

As the traditional underpinnings of our larger family are 
undermined, individual families are being jeopardized.

Most parents in America, and I would add Canada, are working 
as hard as they can to be good parents. I have met with working 
men and women across our country over the last years. I know the 
sacrifices they make to put food on the table, pay the mortgage 
or rent, cover the medical bills, and instill an ethic of work 

2



and responsibility in their children.

are about education, health care, work, or welfare — are 
mirrored every day in the lives and experiences of our children.

I
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And unfortunately, what is happening today is no less than a 
historic rejection of America's commitment to children.

Today, the social safety net known as Medicaid is being 
dismantled at breakneck pace. It is being dismantled with very 
little discussion and no real dialogue. Decisions are being made 
in haste — not only about who pays for health care in America — 
but about who gets health care and who doesn't.

We are all for balancing the budget; we are all for giving 
states greater flexibility to administer programs.

But as the President has said many times, there is a right 
way and a wrong way to get our economic house in order.

The wrong way is to cut health care coverage for millions of 
children, disabled citizens, and the poorest of older Americans 
— all to finance a $245 billion tax cut for the wealthiest 

families in our country.

Let's not confuse flexibility with what is really going on 
here. We are talking about unjustified and inexplicable cuts 
that will affect real people and institutions like the ones 
represented in this room.

Medicaid is the primary source of health care coverage for 
nearly a quarter of all children in America — and one third of 
all children under age three. More than half of those children 
live in families with working parents — parents who are not 
receiving welfare checks.

Of course, parents bear the primary responsibility for their 
children. But it is also true that as parents struggle against 
all the forces that work today — the layoffs, the downsizing, 
the danger in the streets — that they face challenges that they 

can not meet alone.

As the National Council of Catholic Bishops said in a 
pastoral letter in 1991 entitled. Putting Children First! MNo 
government can love a child, and no policy can substitute for a 

family's care.*

But at the same time, "Government can either support or 
undermine families as they cope with the moral, social, and 
economic stresses of caring for children."

Let's not fool ourselves. National policies — whether they
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It is a lifeline — literally — for millions of children 

and families in America.

Medicaid is the primary source of prenatal and maternal 
health care for low-income pregnant women.

Medicaid is the primary source of health care coverage for 
millions of children who are disabled or who suffer from chronic 
illnesses — the kinds of illnesses that children's hospitals can 
take care of better than anywhere else.

Medicaid is the primary source of health coverage for nine 
out of 10 children with HIV and AIDS.

Ripping apart this lifeline is not the American way.

It is not the American way to deny infants the shots they 

need to stay healthy.

It is not the American way to deny treatment to children who 
are disabled or desperately ill.

It is not the American way to punish hard-working parents 
whose family health coverage vanishes with a job change.

The number of uninsured working Americans and their children 
continues to go up. For every extraordinary breakthrough here at 
NIH that finds, for example, the genetic marker for a disease, 
the threat of lost private health care coverage goes up. Because 
as we learn more about what causes the diseases that so many of 
you have helped us all to fight, we will find more and more

Medicaid is also an important source of coverage for older 
Americans living in extreme poverty or with serious disabilities, 
and the largest insurer for over two-thirds of nursing home 

residents.

people who under current standards are uninsurable.

It is not the American way to make the oldest among us give 
up their possessions and live a life of poverty to pay for a 
spouse's nursing home costs.

The median income for older American women over the age of 
65 is less than $9000. Many of them rely for their health care, 
especially in nursing homes where they are the predominant 
population, on Medicaid.

Cutting $182 billion from the Medicaid program will force 
families to make grim choices — choices between health care for 
their children or nursing home care for their parents; choices 
between education and vaccinations, between food and prescription 

drugs.



mine.

They care for the eight year old boy who contracts 
encephalitis, loses his health insurance, and is covered by 
Medicaid because of his high medical costs and severe 
disabilities.

The proposed cuts in Medicaid will be particularly 
devastating for children's hospitals. Medicaid patients on 
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You of all people know it will also force grim choices for 
children's hospitals. Children's hospitals represent only one 
percent of all hospitals, but they provide vital health care 
services to many children — including the poorest, sickest and 

the most vulnerable.

Like Bob, I am always moved when I go into a children's 
hospital anywhere. Moved by the combination of terrible tragedy 
and extraordinary challenge, and the love and attention and skill 
that goes into meeting those. I walk through halls, I visit the 
children, I talk to the parents, and I see in their eyes that 
feeling that finally they are in a place that will take care of 

them.

Children's hospitals devote nearly half of their care to 
children of low income and uninsured families and more than 
three-quarters of their care to children with chronic or 

congenital conditions.

I will never forget being in the children's hospital in 
Cleveland, talking to a group of parents with chronically ill 
children. One parent, himself a professional who ran a small 
business, provided health insurance to his own employees, told me 
about his own family — he had a healthy older son and two 
daughters with cystic fibrosis. Everywhere he went to find 
health insurance he met the same answer: his daughters were 

uninsurable.

And finally, the very last broker he spoke to said something 
he couldn't get out of his mind, and I never have gotten out of 

He looked at this father, and said, "What you don't 
understand is that we don't insure burning houses."

I thought to myself, were it not for that children's 
hospital, who would help this family take care of their children? 
And I thought what if I, in a similar position that there but for 
the grace of God my husband and I could be, had been told the 
same thing?

Children's hospitals care for the premature baby who needs 
intensive care for the first months of life and extensive 
rehabilitation for years to come; for the small child who is 
severely injured when hit by a car and sent to a pediatric 
intensive care unit.
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average account for 46 percent of the inpatient days in these 
hospitals.

As this health care debate continues in the weeks and months 
ahead, I hope that policy makers, whatever they are or wherever 
they are, begin to think about these issues not as partisans, but 
as parents.

I hope they will not get so wrapped up in statistics and 
policy papers and sound bites that they forget the most basic 
concern of all: the well-being of all of our children.

As you know, it costs more to care for sick children than 
adults. And children's hospitals are not able to shift those 
higher costs to adult patients like other hospitals could, but 
maybe still now won't be able to.

Already Medicaid pays children's hospitals on average less 
than 80 cents for every dollar spent to care for a child. The 
impact of a $182 billion cut in Medicaid is clear: children's 
hospitals simply will not be able to provide the crucial health 
services they do today.

And despite your heroic efforts to double the numbers over 
ten thousand, to increase that line going up as high and fast as 
you can, there is no way that private philanthropy can pick up 
this enormous gap.

We need to protect the safety net provided by children's 
hospitals. We need to make sure that our children continue to 
have access to desperately needed specialized care.

We need to be sure that those specialists are continued to 
be trained and that we pursue research in the prevention and 
treatment of childhood diseases.

Many of you know from your own personal experience what it 
is like when your child is very sick. Nothing else in the world 
matters to you. Will your son or your daughter, your grandchild 
get better? Is the illness something that will pass or is it 
threatening? When you face that situation, you want answers and 

you need them.

As parents, we use our wisdom and knowledge to plan ahead 
for the health of our children. We try, if were able to, to make 
sure they get the shots they need and to get them to eat right 
and to avoid exposing them to dangers. And when they do get 
sick, we try to get the treatment from doctors and nurses that 
they need.

But suddenly, when it comes time to legislate and make 
policy, good parental instincts retreat.
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Would we ever say as parents that only one out of four of 
our own children could go to the doctor, or get a vaccination, or 
have a hearing test? Of course not. We would demand the right 
to take care of each one of them.

But I hope you will raise your voices as well. Those of you 
who have walked those corridors as I have, those of you have sat 
in waiting rooms, those of you who have held the hands of parents 
who don't know what is happening to them and their children, 
those of you who have seen the look of relief on the faces of 
fathers who realize that they if they can't afford the entire 
care, will be taken care of in that children's hospital.

I hope you will raise your voices, so that all of us will 
speak loudly and clearly, that our children are not only our 
present and our future — they are a test of our humanity and our 
faith. And each of us deserves to give them all that we can and 
by your support of children's hospital, you are saying, "We 
believe in children. Help us to make that belief a reality."

How can we legislate what we would not approve of as 
parents? How can we feel secure because we can take care of our 
children, when there are children around us whose parents are 
working as hard as they know how, but can't have that same sense 
of security?

There is much that this organization can do, and I am 
delighted to help celebrate this opening because I see it as an 
opportunity not only for people of like minds and commitments to 
come together, and to raise additional funds that are always 
needed in our children's hospitals.

Would we ever say with our own child, that has spina bifida 
or cerebral palsy, that he or she no longer deserved treatment or 
would have to wait and suffer the cutbacks? Of course not. We 
would give up the summer vacation or trading in that old car so 
that our child's life could be as pain-free and fulfilling as 
possible.

But in a precipitous and even reckless attempt to meet fixed 
budget targets, we are now as a society doing things we would 
never do as parents. We are ratcheting back medical care to 
children and the most vulnerable. We are violating our most 
sacred duty and value: caring for our young.
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HEADLINE: Arts for Our Sake

The President has shown that we can balance the budget over the next 10 years 
without undermining our commitment to the arts. The N.E.A. budget accounts for 
less than 0.02 percent of the Federal budget. Eliminating this small but vital 
agency would have grave consequences for local economies. Federal support for 
the arts helps attract tourists, stimulate business, expand the tax base and 
improve the quality of life -- a huge return on a small investment.

BYLINE: By Hillary Rodham Clinton; Hillary Rodham Clinton is honorary 
chairwoman of the President's Committee on the Arts and Humanities. This article 
is based on her remarks at the Metropolitan Museum of Art earlier this month.
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The New York Times

The National Endowment for the Arts, in partnership with individuals, 
corporations, foundations and other patrons of the arts, has helped transform 
whole communities by bringing the arts and artists to millions who otherwise 
might never have had the opportunity to explore firsthand our shared artistic 

heritage.

BODY:
This is an ominous time for those of us who care deeply about the arts in 

America. A misguided, misinformed effort to eliminate public support for the 
arts not only threatens irrevocable damage to our cultural institutions but also 
to our sense of ourselves and what we stand for as a people.

Despite a 30-year bipartisan commitment to the arts, there are those who 
argue that public support is a luxury we can no longer afford. They mistakenly 
suggest that the arts are enjoyed only by a small, wealthy minority. But if 
public support for the arts disappears, those most affected will not be the 
richest Americans but the millions of citizens who rely on the N.E.A. to bring 
the arts to their local schools and communities.

One of the great successes of the arts in America is that they are not the 
preserve of any "cultural elite." Through museums, libraries, schools, dance 
companies and concerts, the arts are truly part of the public domain, accessible 
to all and capable of encouraging every person's artistic expression and 

sensibility.

I find it ironic that those who talk the loudest about America's loss of 
civility, character and values (particularly those arising from Western 
civilization) are often the first to recommend obliterating the agencies 
responsible for promoting arts programs that make Sophocles, Shakespeare, Mozart 

and O'Keefe available to our children.
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The power of the arts is not simply to provide pleasant esthetics but to help 
move us forward as a democracy. Human expression, as conveyed through the 
arts, enables us to understand better the complexities of life and gives us a 
bridge to the world preceding and surrounding us. Most important, exposure to 
our cultural traditions enriches the lives of our children.

Too often, we see children who, instead of discovering the joys of painting, 
music, sculpting or writing, express themselves through acts of frustration and 
even violence. The arts offer an alternative to the more disturbing elements of 
our popular culture, and a safe haven that allows children to explore their 
creative potential, transporting them beyond the bounds of their difficult 
circumstances. Their exposure to the roots and diverse richness of human 
civilization will enhance their understanding of their own heritage and the 

world in which they live.

They fail to appreciate what every generation of Americans has intuitively 
known -- that the artistic imagination is critical to our civilization and our 
democracy. They forget the prescient words of John Adams: "I must study politics 
and war that my sons may have liberty to study mathematics and philosophy. My 
sons ought to study mathematics and philosophy ... in order to give their 
children a right to study painting, poetry, music."

Clearly our nation faces difficult choices. But as the rhetoric heats up over 
the role of government in our society, I hope we will remember that public 
support for the arts is a down payment on our future. It is an investment in the 
values we claim to honor and in the cultural traditions in which democracy has 
flourished for 218 years. Now is no time to turn our backs on that legacy or its 

promise.
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(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:

Hillary Rodham Clinton, you exemplify the very 

highest values we could hope to instill in these.

And it is a joy and a

(Applause.)

PRESIDENT CORRIGAN:
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exemplar for a diverse nation. In you, we see the power 

of the committed individual, the value of woman's full 

partnership in the life of our nation and the richness of 

a life that is joyously balanced between involvement with 

one's family and friends and immersion in the greater

students, or to live by ourselves.

privilege to award you this degree.

And by the authority invested in me by the

Board of Trustees and on behalf of the California State 

University, I hereby confer upon you, Hillary Rodham

San Francisco State University's highest honor,

the degree of Doctor of Laws, with all of the rights, 

and opportunities which it imparts.

Trustee Falgatter and Trustee Campbell having 

already invested you with the hood, we will give you the

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:

But I don't think I have
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ever been to one with more enthusiasm or excitement or

And thank you for letting me be
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energy

part of it.

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: President Corrigan and 

administrators and faculty, alumni and trustees, all of 

you who support and work i* this great university, thank 

you for this honorary degree. But thank you most of all 

to the honored members of the class of 1995 for inviting 

me to be part of this celebration.

I also want to thank and congratulate all of

the parents and relatives and friends who are gathered 

here today, whose support and encouragement are reflected 

in those purple and gold degrees that will be awarded to

society can make.

societies will continue to understand that education is

important priority to build strong and good

and strong and good societies now and into the

all of you.

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:

you have made in these students* education is one of the 

soundest and most important investments you could ever

It is also one of the smartest investments any

And I hope that both families and
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immigrants, refugees.

hard and accept responsibility is welcome here.

that's the kind of university I wanted to come to to say,

•’Thank you for doing what you do to build students and

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:

subjects that are discussed in commencement

And usually by about this time, all of the

looking at their watches and thinking, "How

much longer will this go on?" And every person in the 

position of any of us here on the podium is desperately 

trying to say something that might possibly be memorable, 

mostly failing, occasionally succeeding. But usually the 

idea behind commencement addresses is to try to give

advice to graduates about their impending journey into

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: 

asked several times, why am I here making a commencement 

address at San Francisco State University.

it's already been proven and attested to by earlier 

speakers that this is a great public university, 

is also a university that represents the full diversity 

and possibility of America. It is a university — 

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:

education of all people seriously: women, minorities,

Everyone who is willing to work

And
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the adult world.

You've already received some great advice.

From Annette Bening, you've heard: Find work you love. 

Invest yourself in it. Bring your passions to it.

From Cecil Williams, you've seen in action what

faith in something besides yourself and the material

world can bring: joy and commitment and service to

You've heard already what distinguishes this 

university and makes it so special and so important. 

Many of you in this graduating class are older than the 

average graduating student around the country today. You 

have already paid your dues.

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Many of you have

worked full time or part time, have raised families, 

taken on all kinds of additional responsibilities.

think that probably the motto of this university really 

is lived out in your own lives: Experience teaches. And 

have brought your experience to this campus.

would like to spend just a few minutes

talking about is why what you have experienced here is 

critical for not only yourselves, but for those young 

people and older ones who will come after.

Our society, our country, and this state in

historically believed that education was
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a collective responsibility, that it needed to be 

provided, because we understood that education could make 

such an important difference in the lives of all of us. 

And yet, today, we know that education is under attack. 

We know that there are those among us who would, in 

effect, pull up the ladders of opportunity after they 

have already climbed to the heights.

We have to take a strong stand on behalf of the 

importance of education and universities like this.

all of you who are graduating today and all of your 

family members and friends who have sacrificed to bring 

you to this point, I hope each of you will raise your 

voices on behalf of education in America.

Education is not only important for acquiring

facts or knowledge, it's not only important for acquiring 

skills to prepare oneself for making a living, it is also 

about learning how to meet the challenges of one's time, 

how to solve problems and adapt to new circumstances. It 

is also about building a broader understanding of our 

world. And that means building one's capacity for

tolerance and compassion and responsible behavior.

It is also about defining one's place in the 

world and creating one's personal identity against the 

backdrop of how others have lived throughout history.

And education is not and no longer can be, if

There are all kinds
i

I
f -
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Nothing could be further from the truth. 

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:

thousands of pre-school children; we deny tens of

thousands of elementary school students the resources 

they need to improve their reading and math skills; we

23 I deny summer jobs and learning opportunities to young

24 people; we deny the opportunity of college to millions of
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3
range of educational opportunities for all Americans,

beginning in childhood and carrying on throughout life. 

Yet, as has already been eluded to, you know

7 | there is a movement afoot in state capitols and the

nation's capitol to retreat on the importance of

education and education funding, a retreat that is marked 

rather unusual argument: That slashing education 

done for the good of our children, that

education will enable us in some

and better opportunities
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has enabled millions of young people to change careere 

and acquire new job skills to earn a decent living.

I don't think denial is a good idea in an

individual's life or in the life of a society.

one has to meet the challenges of one's time head on. 

And to pretend that we can meet those challenges without 

investing in our young people, without investing in

education, is the ultimate in denial and can only bring

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: It is particularly

ironic that those who profess to worry about the loss of
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civility and character in our society are on a crusade to 

obliterate

known as Americotps.

know about community service here at San

Francisco State. You support more than 100 programs 

using community and student resources to confront issues 

ranging from homelessness to youth violence to teen 

pregnancy to health problems to the environment. You are 

also a partner with Americorps. Here is an idea that has 

now been made into a program, built on the ideals of hard

work, discipline, sacrifice, and community service. It 

rewarding people for being good citizens.

The men and women participating in Americorps 

service programs are doing so because they
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diet of sex,

and unrealizable fantasies.

building character.

our society.

desires, our values and dreams.

Through our various media, we are fed a daily 

violence, perversity, social dysfunction,

We live too often in a

MAY-30-1995 14:04
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has stopped rewarding it. Just look around and you will

see the effects of what one political scientist has

called "turbo-charged capitalism."

consumerism and materialism to go unchecked, to run

really want to help people in need. They want to serve, 

all they get in return is modest assistance with 

college tuition.

But now we are telling these young men and 

women that their mission of service, helping others, ; 

caring about the larger community really isn't valued 

much in our society. We are, in effect, telling them 

service and character doesn't matter much.

Well, I think we ought to stand up and say that 

education is about building character. Service is about

Character is one of the anchors of

But what we mean by "character" is not just 

talking the talk, but walking the walk and building a 

civil society that actually lives up to its ideals.

(Applause.)

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON:



MAY-30-1995 14:04

disposabla, throw-away society, where the yearning for
1i

2

3

tern.4

5

6

By the
7

8

9

10

questions.11
when you stood up to give a standing ovation to Cecil

12

13

14

15

16
love to work for more money doing something

17

18 you

We have so many19

20
We were

21

22

23

24 was

wrought by hatred.25

spirit. We saw our26

22

(415) 949-1900LAURA P. BREWER REALTIME REPORTING

faced with being asked to help make

Remember what

Williams when you are

a contribution to your larger community.

applauded Annette Bening, who said.

something you

don't even like very much.

opportunities in our society

on what it means to be

profits and instant gratification overshadows the need

for moderation and restraint and investing for the long

it felt like when you

’’Find work you love,” when you are tempted to leave

f
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The question for all of us is, do we define 

ourselves by our style or our substance? By the logo on 

our sneakers or the generosity in our hearts?

celebrity we crave or the reputation we earn?

Every one of us, and especially all of you who

are graduating, will have to ask yourselves those

Remember what it feels like years from now

today to begin to turn the corner

an American moving toward the 21st century.

reminded of how important those questions we must ask

by the tragedy in Oklahoma City. Yes, it
ourselves are

horrendous and horrific to see the damage that was

But we also saw a generosity of

national character at work. We could
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foal the sense of responsibility that always comes out in 

time of need toward our larger community.

So what we must do is think hard about what

/
(
v
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we espouse.

And so when I came home, I couldn't help but 

wonder, why do we spend so much time in a bad mood in 

America today? We have so much to be grateful for. We 

have so many blessings that have been given to us in this

your educations have given you and what the values are 

that you will live by as you apply those educations.

Many of you know that I recently returned from 

a trip to south Asia with my daughter. And I had the 

opportunity to visit five countries that are struggling 

to become full-fledged democracies and free market

economies to provide real opportunity for their people.

There is something very humbling about shaking

the hands of men and women who have paid the ultimate 

price for democracy, people whose husbands and mothers 

and sons and fathers have been assassinated because they 

worked to bring people together to build a stronger and 

freer society, people who have paid the price in torture 

and exile and imprisonment, and to know that all over the 

world today, from the many countries represented here, 

people are trying to build a society based on the ideals
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olear that we value the things that really matter, that 

difference in the lives of the people we love and

(415) 949-1900

TOTAL P.25

care about and work with.

Patience, hard work, tolerance.

discipline.

especially on a day like today.

Your education has opened many doors.

(

whether you walk through them and how you conduct

yourselves once you are through them is up to you.

so value your education and stand up for

education in the public debatess now going on in our 

country, strive for excellence in whatever you choose to

do, and you will truly be a millenial generation that 

puts the "civil” back in "civilization.”

Congratulations to all of you on your

accomplishments, but also for the promise that you hold 

not only for your own lives, but for our country.

Thank you and Godspeed.

14J05
SAN
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February 15, 1995

I Iighi r Education for Higher Consciousness

1000 North Fourth Street, Fairfield, Iowa 52557 USA 
t I .a........ tic j7-> so; 1 (■ FNv SI S-472-1 1 R9

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Thank you so much for speaking at my father’s service. Your words were heartfelt and your 
announcement of the U.S. decision to sign the Convention on the Rights of the Child was certainly 
a high point of the afternoon. In making that announcement, you fulfilled my father’s wish that his 
passing should bring another step of progress for the children of the world. We the family are 
particularly grateful to you for this. If you feel that a grassroots campaign by children of the U.S. 
would be helpful in securing ratification in the Senate, I would be glad to help with organization.

As I expressed to you on Friday, I feel that you and my father are kindred spirits, caring 
visionaries with the courage to stand up for your convictions and persevere in the face of 
opposition. With the change in political climate after the November election, it is particularly 
important for you and the president to stand up for the importance of caring. My father in the last 
two decades talked about development with a human face; now we as a nation need to think about 
fiscal responsibility with a human face. I think the people of the nation will respond well if you 
don’t compromise on this point. We need your moral leadership to protect the basic values of 
human decency that are so central to the vision upon which our nation was founded.

I would like to invite you the next time you are in Iowa to visit the institution where I am a 
professor of education, Maharishi International University. We are working with ideas here that 
will be at the cutting edge of American education in the next century and that are now producing 
amazing results. The fundamental premise of our educational approach is that there is a field of 
pure consciousness and that we all have the ability effortlessly to experience this field. The 
implications for education are enormous. Of primary importance is that we now have the ability to 
directly develop the intelligence and creativity of students, irrespective of race or social 
background, while at the same time increasing their psychological stability and health..

The proof of our approach is in the educational outcomes. The K-12 school associated with the 
University has scored consistently over the past five years in the 95th to 99th percentile on national 
tests by grade level and taken first place honors in state science fair, drama, and history 
competitions. A recent study of university alumni showed that 30% were at the highest stage of 
psychological development, versus 1% of the general population. The real uniqueness of this 
educational approach, however, cannot be communicated by statistics; it is the warmth of feeling 
and the liveliness of the air. Especially the children’s school has an atmosphere that is 
transforming; one feels elevated just walking in the building. If you ever want to be inspired about 

the future of our youth, visit us.

In my own way, I feel I am working to fulfill my father’s vision. If we are ever to achieve the 
human ideal of equity, there must be a transformation, an enlargement of the human spirit. We as 
human beings must be able to feel as much for others as we feel for ourselves. Marx felt this

✓
v

Maharishi International University



■ /

*

dramatic results. I would like to keep you abreast of the findings.

roots

^^jles D. Grant, Ed.D.

1000 N. 4th St. 
MIU FB 1064 
Fairfield, Iowa 52557 
515-472-7000x5022

would come with a change m ownership of the means of production. He was wrong- economic 
relations are too superficial. This transformation can only come through touching thlt which is 
universal within each of us, and thereby coming to appreciate the universal in others.

I hope we can host you, even if briefly, in Fairfield. I am currently coordinating a major 

Zn^cXu0,“ mncr St'h0<"

J°U f°r y°Ur tribute t0 my father’1 reaffirm 1116 offer to help stimulate a grass root 
effort by children to support ratification of the convention in the Senate, if you feel it is needed.

With deep appreciation,
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Dear Mrs. Clinton:

no yuu miuw mis uuinerence anracrs me dedicated Trent line workers in 
the fight against the epidemic, your words and presence provide an additional level of hope and

Sincerely.
■>

determined to be an
ADMINISTRATIVE MARKING

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

7NNPERSONAL
&

OeNHDENTIAL-

1 10 Maryland Avenue, N.E. Suite 504 Washington, D.C. 20002

VOICE: 202-546 0807 FACSIMILE: 202-546 5103

Rev. Kenneth T. South
Executive Director

AIDS NATIONAL 
INTERFAITH NETWORK

On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff and the thousands of AIDS ministries we serve, please 
accept our sincere appreciation for your gracious video tape message of greeting for the opening 
of the National Skills Building Conference we co-sponsor with the National Association of People 
with AIDS and the National Minority AIDS Council.

The combined staff of the three agencies reviewed the tape at a planning meeting for the 
conference on September 6th. We are honored that you would take the time to add so much to our 
event. The tape will be used as part of our opening ceremonies and will be a wonderful surprise to 
our 2,000 participants. As you know this conference attracts the dedicated front line workers in 
the fight against the epidemic, your words and presence provide an additional level of hope and 
send a message to them that they really matter. During the length of this epidemic, no previous 
residents of the White House have been willing to provide such a message to this conference.

In addition, please accept my personal gratitude for your courageous message at the International 
Women's Conference in China. My religious tradition, and yours, the scripture says 'and the truth 
shall set you free". You spoke the truth which I hope will encourage more to do the same.

Again, thank you for your leadership, your example, and your willingness to speak out.
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Dear Hilary;

campaign asset for

which

your

Gratefully, in Christ,

Richard T. Me Sorley S.J.

the homeless
To see

First Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton
The White House

tsRiztiaul cUceSaiCiy,

’dSixietai

By accident today I saw your performance on Channel 4 with the 
homeless families. I knew you had good Television ability but I 
was amazed at how clearly you conveyed compassion, concern, 
sympathy, joy, satisfaction and other emotions with your eyes, your 
facial expression and your voice.
are a
get.

No talk show leader that I ever saw of heard of has 
theatrics ability to lead the show, if you decided to go into that 
business, you would out class all of them. But you are doing more 
good for the' service of God and the human family where you are. 
This is an appeal to you to keep doing it with the poor and 
homeless.They are in increasing need of your help and love.

♦

^^E.oige.t.oujn.

C.£.ntt.x ^ox ^p£.ac£. <Stu.d.iE.i

419 Loyola., QVa.Jil.ngton 20057

202-687-4561

I thank you for your concern about' the poor,,
came across the airwaves in unmistakable clarity, 

the First Lady of the U.S.A, on T.V. speaking for and with the poor 
and homeless and doing it with such poise and charm is something 
no other nation will be able to equal, but I think they should 
try.

I hope Bill saw it, because you
1996 better than anyone else he could
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Hillary Clinton Swept Copenhagen Off Its Feet

Speech received with rounds of applause.

Hillary No. 1.

Had the House platter with beer and schnapps.

Brunch with female ministers.

Wednesday Hillary Clinton had brunch with a number of female Danish 
politicians [sic]. After the brunch she went back to the Bella 
Center where she marked International Womens' Day by presenting an 
extensive American aid program to support the education of girls in

Originally Hillary Clinton should have visited the alternative NGO 
meetings at Holmen, however, the security arrangements were not 
satisfactory. Instead she went to the Bella Center and spoke about 
military budgets and womens' social oppression in many of the 
world's countries. A speech that was transmitted directly to 
Holmen and was received at both sites with rounds of applause.

Maybe a number of Copenhagen's leading restaurants had been looking 
forward to serving dinner for the American First Lady, but Hillary 
Clinton surprised everybody by selecting the modest restaurant Skt. 
Petersberg in Bredgade, where she was served the house platter 
consisting of herring, smoked salmon and eel, fish filet, 
frikadeller, liver paste and cheese accompanied by draft beer and 
Danish schnapps. The table had been reserved the same day but was 
kept a secret, and the regular customers in Skt. Petersborg had a 
very special experience as they ate their dish of the day, fried 
bacon with parsley sauce, side by side with the prominent guest.

Hillary Clinton came, saw and conguered. That is the essence of 
the First Lady's visit to Copenhagen in connection with the U.N. 
Social Summit this week. Originally the organizers had hoped that 
the President would attend the summit and were a little 
disappointed when they learned that he would be represented by Vice 
President Al Gore when the documents will be signed Saturday.

A poll among the delegates at both conferences indicated that the 
American First Lady will probably enter the history books as the 
No. 1. of the summit. Both the representatives of the western 
countries and the developing countries felt that she represented 
important new visions. From the Bella Center Hillary Clinton went 
to Marienborg, the Danish Prime Minister's summer and 
representational residence, where she had lunch with Lone Dybkjaer, 
member of the European Parliament and wife of Poul Nyrup Rasmussen. 
Later she visited a childcare institution at psterbro.
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Powerful speech by Hillary Clinton.

on.

By connecting human rights with aid and assistance for social 
development, Hillary Clinton set fire to the U.N. Social Summit in 
Copenhagen. In a powerful and perfectly delivered speech, where 
human engagement was felt beyond the podium, Hillary Clinton did 
not avoid the hot potato of the summit. "Elementary human rights 
must be observed," she said. She called upon everybody for "decent 
and social behavior" and urged all the countries present to agree 
to a reduction of arms that the Super Powers are already working

"Many countries use far too many of their resources on the 
military instead of people," she declared.

Asia, Africa, and South America. On Saturday a large number of 
Heads of State and Government will arrive in Copenhagen to sign the 
final documents, but there is hardly any doubt that the top profile 
is and remains Hillary Clinton.
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REMARKS AT MARCH 26, 1995 LUNCHEON HOSTED BY PRIME 
MINISTER BENAZIR BHUTTO IN HONOR OF FIRST LADY HILLARY 
RODHAM CLINTON 

PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO: 

Mrs. Clinton, distinguished friends: 

It is an honor for me as a democratically elected woman Prime Minister of a 
Muslim nation to welcome the First Lady to Pakistan and to South Asia. It is 
also an honor for me as a Harvard woman to greet a daughter of Yale. 
(Laughter.) For over two years, I and the rest of the people of Pakistan have 
been utterly fascinated by the First Lady's heroic efforts to redefine the role of 
women in America, to substantively restructure the responsibilities of the office 
of First Lady, and to provide caring and sensitive leadership on the key social 
issues of the modern era. Women who take on tough issues and stake out new 
territory are often on the receiving end of ignorance. I can personally attest to 
that. Mrs. Clinton, I think you and I both should recall the words of Lady 
Margaret Thatcher who once said, "if a woman is tough, she is strident, but if 
a man is tough, gosh, he's a great leader. (Laughter.) Mrs. Clinton, to me 
and to the people of Pakistan, you are both tough and a great leader -- a great 
leader for the cause of health care, a great leader for the cause of chl1dren, a 
great leader for investing in the future, and a great leader and a great role 
model to girls and to women all over this planet. When we were reelected to 
office seventeen months ago, we too made a frontal assault on institutional 
discrimination against women in our society. We have guaranteed that at least 
ten percent of all federal bureaucratic jobs will be reserved for the women of 
Pakistan. And we have established a women's development bank for small, 
female entrepreneurs, a bank run by women for women, where men can keep 
their money but cannot borrow. We have established special women's police 
stations, police stations for women staffed by women for domestic violence 
directed against women. And for the first time in the history of our nation, 
women jurists are being appointed to the highest courts in our land. Last year I 
appeared before the United Nations Conference on Population and Development 
in Cairo and said to the assembled delegates, "I dream of a Pakistan, of an 
Asia, of a world where every pregnancy is planned and every child conceived 
is natured, loved, educated and supported." These were not idle words. My 
government plans to train a hundred thousand lady health workers to teach 
family planning and maternal health so that women can make the most 
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(Applause.)

MRS CLINTON:

Prime Minister, thank you for that warm welcome, and thank you for your 
leadership--your leadership on behalf of your nation which has been such a 
beacon to all of us as it has demonstrated clearly that this country, which has 
got such a great and rich history, has also a great and rich future. And we are 
especially pleased to be here to reaffirm the partnership and friendship between 
our two countries and also between the peoples of our countries. I am 
delighted for this opportunity to have the chance to meet some of the women 
who are breaking new ground and giving new meaning to the opportunities of 
women around the world here in this country. I have taken the chance that has 
been given me every time I have traveled to visit with women in the countries 
where I have visited, and I find that so much keeps us in common as we move 
together to define our lives, that it is much more keeping in common than 
keeping us separate that we need to emphasize together. And it is a great 
privilege for me to be here with all of you. I also want to thank the Prime 
Minister publicly for her efforts on behalf of women and girls, not only here in

fundamental choices of their lives for themselves, and this is just the beginning, 
the beginning for a new Pakistan. I think that our two countries, standing side 
by side, can lead all of the world into a new era, an era where people are only 
constrained by the self-imposed limits of their own dreams. Distinguished 
ladies, the name of Hillary Rodham Clinton has earned a special place of honor 
in history. Mrs. Clinton is a symbol to all women everywhere, in the east and 
in the west, that women, yes they can. They can run corporations and run 
households. They can be partners, as well as wives. They can be great 
lawyers and still be great mothers. And when I think of you, Mrs. Clinton, I 
also recall Adlai Stevenson’s words about another American first lady, Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, who he said would light a candle and then curse the 
darkness, and whose glow has warmed the world. Your glow and your 
presence warms us today. On behalf of 130,000,000 Pakistanis, it is my honor 
to welcome you into our home, and into our heart, and having concluded my 
official welcome, I would now like to extend an informal welcome on behalf of 
my spouse, Mr. Asif Zardari. The First Lady does not know it, but according 
to newspapers in Pakistan, Mr. Asif Zardari is de facto Prime Minister of the 
country. (Laughter) He says only the First Lady can appreciate it’s not true.
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Pakistan, but around the world. Your speech in Cairo was an historic event of 
great importance. It was looked to by women all over the world, and I have 
heard that as I have traveled and visited with women. What you have done to 
recognize the great potential of your country as being tied with the great 
potential of its women is something that makes common sense and is giving all 
of us hope that as we invest in women and girls, we invest in men, we invest in 
the future, we invest in our society. I also want to say a particular word of 
thanks for your emphasis on children. It is an emphasis that is the most 
important in my personal opinion because by investing in the education and 
health of children, we are saying that the future is worthwhile, that every child 
will be given the opportunity to live up to his or her God-given potential. And 
the work that you are doing from the extension of primary schooling to girls, to 
the eradication of polio, all of it is being looked at with great interest and 
admiration around the world. I know that much remains to be done in every 
society, in both of our countries, to ensure that women assume their rightful 
place and are given the opportunities to exercise their rights, but I am very 
optimistic by what I see happening in the world, and I am particularly grateful 
that we are going to be investing in girls and women together, because by doing 
so we are investing in our future prosperity together. And so on behalf of our 
country, and the women of our country particularly, it is a great privilege for 
me to be here to see and to learn, to have the opportunities I will be able to 
take in the next two days. I wish that my visit were only longer, but I feel that 
those of us in this room, particularly as women, have been blessed with a full 
range of opportunities and now we are called on to listen and learn and do what 
we can as the Prime Minister is leading this country to do, to extend those 
opportunities to all women and girls, and I am appreciative of this opportunity 
informally to visit with all of you, and I would like to extend my warmest 
welcome again to your husband who met me in the rain last evening, and I 
must say that as a political spouse, I feel a great sense of identity with him as 
well. Thank you so much.
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To Hillary Rodham Clinton

From Muhammad Yunus

Date April 2, 1995

1.0 Welcome to Bangladesh. Thanks for coming to Bangladesh.

I did not realise that you are so popular with the people of 

Bangladesh. They are going wild to get a glimpse of you. You 
are number one topic everywhere in Bangladesh.

We need to create a network of committed people in all these 
areas. You can play a strategic role in creating this network.

4.0 Beijing has to be built upon the groundwork done in 
Copenhagen. I request you to take a lead role in Beijing to 
focus on credit for poor women.

5.0 Credit-for-Poor-Women issue needs to be promoted in many areas:
a) World Bank
b) Regional banks
c) Commercial and special banks
d) International finance market
e) Foreign aid
f) Development policies
g) Employment policies
h) Welfare programmes
i) Academic circles
j) Media

2.0 Thanks for going to Copenhagen. That made a big difference to 

the Summit. Your remarks made big impact in the Summit.

3.0 Thanks for your Copenhagen speech. Your mention of Grameen 

has put us on the world map. Now policy-makers are paying 

attention to what we have to say.

J
I



6.0

7.0

8.0

9.0

10.0

11.0

12.0

13.0

14.0 I hope you and Chelsea will enjoy your stay in Bangladesh.

Your Copenhagen statement and your visit to Grameen have 
already made a major impact.

RESULTS will organise a "Micro-Credit Summit" in May, 1996. 

They want you to participate in the "Summit". If you agree they 
can contact you.

Let us plan to reach 100 million poor people, preferably 
women, with credit by year 2005. If we can get to anywhere 
near that number, we can change the world.

While visiting Grameen Bank borrowers in Jessore you may 
make the most significant statement of your entire trip to the 
press indicating your total commitment to promoting credit - 
for- the- poor- women all over the world.

With your and President Clinton’s support we can create a 
poverty-free world much earlier than anybody ever expected.

Preparation for Beijing is in full swing. Credit-for-Poor- Women 

Caucus needs to be organised and orchestrated to achieve 

concrete results. You may pay your attention to this. US 
delegation can provide leadership in the Beijing conference.

w

I /

UNIFEM was very active in Copenhagen on 
Credit-for-the-Poor-Women issue. They wish to become more 
active in Beijing. They want your help. They can organise a 
day-long Seminar/Workshop which you can address.

RESULTS, a group of committed American citizens, are 

organising programmes to influence decision-makers. Jan is 
familiar with their work. They wish to play an active role in 
Beijing to draw attention of decision-makers.
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First Lady

Michael McCurry 
Assistant to Ute President and

White House Press Secretary

Iris BumettS)^

Chief of Staff
U.S, Information Agency

Pakistani Press and TV Highlight First Lady 

Message on Islam

Lady's slide presentation "My Visit to South Asia. •
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Islamabad is delighted to report that it achieved " “XiuXTS'on the 

XXXXhere that the U.S. is anti-Mam, supporting 

of this post's top public diplomacy goals.
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color photograph taken of her at Faisal Mosque ,. Isl— „ USISy
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Since her March 1995 visit here, Pakistanis have consistently expressed great admiration and 
respect for Mr�. Clinton. The largest c:irculation English-language daily "Dawn" carries her 
weekly syndicated column. Mrs. Clinton's slide presentation and call for improved 
understanding of Islam was a story the Pakistani press could not resist. 
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Dhaka. Sunday, April 2, 1995

Welcome to Hillary
. . , , X , X.

X TILLARY Rodham Clinton's 
1—1 love for Albert Camus 
1 I and Picassd is not for 
nothing : ^he is deeply cons­
cious that plague never dies or 
disappears! It hides itself in 
everything only to reappear. 
Tile mindless destruction of 
(he Spanish Civil War left in its 
'wake a scar on human spirit : 
soon degenerated into the 
wasteland of Second. World 
War. Guernica's savage, and

n il loir-

given them more leeway — 
Woodrow Wilson's second wife Thpniu
Edith Bolling Galt encoded and D(srae
decoded syfAier messages.' develoi

Jacqueline Kennedy gave a 
'certain sophistication to the 
office with her background of . impel 
French culture, love for the 
arts and the finer things of life. 
Barbara Bush was the beloved 
first lady. '

Hillary Clinton gives the 
impression of discarding the 
Cinderella syndrome : once you 
get the Prince Charming, you 
live happily ever, after.

She eschewed the cere- 
mony and the ritual of the 
camelot White House and has 
chosen to take on the chal­
lenge of the problems both in 
America and the world at 
large. The same idealism that 
prompted her tq strive relent-

•a T the financial year s • 
/\ end countries draw up

J \ a balance sheet of their i- 
gains and losses. As with most 
modern practices..in this case 
too thp indicators haife been 
established by the advanced 
capitalist countries. Poor coun- . 
trips follow the indexes drawn

to their usefulness in con­
ditions of underdevelopment.
We do not have a set of indi­
genously developed criteria by 
which to measure' the perfor­
mance of governnients and

of societies in what are still 
called third world countries.
Below, a few indicators are

UiRWd<^s us that she tied up her South

' ' ' ' ! ' ’ '' J. '
1 Whatever maybe the official label put on it — 
she no doubt deserving the trappings of a state . 

> visit as the US’ First Lady — we prefer to describe 
her visit as the magic name Hillary's pilgrimage, 
to where the Clinton family^ heart has always Iain

t here; .for, 
time's over,' and

■

nisation and, that is where the genuineness of

Fund modelled on the Grameen concept a decade g^“;at^pfJrs her husb^d. motto

— Bangladesh. She and her daughter Chelsea are
arriving here because of the magnetising pull of
Prof. Yunus’ Grameen Bank. It is not Just a 
Bangladeshi celebrity • bringing them here; .for
they have met him quite a Tew times over, and
could have done so anywhere else if theywished. ----- — ---- ------- ahm.t
in fact. His the much .broader eoneen; for tte =

Mor
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reachii
Amcric. 
her tc 
world’s
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emotional vignette is always a fort to 
outside
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cept t
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area w 
habitin

' . House lately. . ' a ■ .
7 For our part, we shall be content with her

contributions to global awareness-building on 
child’welfare and women empowerment issues. 

Hearty welcome to Hillary, Chelsea and other 
members of the US contingent. - ■

Costly Lessons

indivisible. * *
So we see in her visit a rare kind of a prospect 

for bridge-building not only between the people 
of the. USA and that of Bangladesh but also in 
terms of globalisation of poverty concerns which 
have been addressed rather inadequately so far by 
the world leadership.

It does us proud that she tied up her South 
Asian visits “keeping Grameen Bank* and 
Bangladesh in focus.’’’ In diplomatic parlance, her 
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to man.....
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embraces the vision 6 
and compassionate govern­
ment of her husband — she

Asia as a region has been enjoying with the White 

‘ ' sve shall be content with her

The fertiliser crisis has thrown up three issues;
These relate to the citizens' right to know what 
and who really caused it; orderly distribution of
whatever little urea we are able to get from the
factories; and containment of damage in terms of

■ Boro crop deficit that stares us in the face any­

As for the public’s right to information, the the gains and losses
' ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party has decided • ■

to institute a judicial probe into the crisis. This is 
a good development on a question that boiled

distribution of the input went largelv into the



THE WHITE HOUSE

October 24, 1995

Dear Anasuya:

With admiration and best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

• M • I I iaa

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Ms. Anasuya Sengupta 
2E-102, DOS Housing Colony 
Airport Road, Domlur 
Bangalore, INDIA 560 071

I appreciate your expression of support for my 
participation in the World Conference on Women in Beijing. 
The enclosed compilation of speeches is sent to you with my 
compliments. I hope you do not mind that I took the 
privilege of sharing your lovely poem with the women who 
attended the NGO Forum in Huairou. You will find my 
reference to you and your poem on page 13.

Thank you for your beautiful letter. You are a very 
gifted young writer. With your outstanding talent for 
expression and your many other abilities, I know you will 
one day realize your commendable goal to "make a 
difference" in the world. • I will be very interested in 
knowing about your future achievements, and I hope you 
will continue to stay in touch with me.

y Rodham Clinton
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ANASUYA SENGUPTA

15th August, 1995.
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Perhaps if we tempered our idealism with some amount of realism, then we 

mi^ht just make a difference some day. Maybe not of the earth shaking bull-dozer kind, but rt 

least of the little, hug-at-nigrt variety! Like I had mentioned to you, I will be applying to 

universities in the US for Environmental Management; hopeftifly, that is the first step in the 

right direction.

2E-102, DOS Housing Colony

Airport Road, Domiur 

Bangalore, India - 560 071.

Dear Mrs Clinton,
It seems rather strange (and terribly difficult) to be writing to the First Lady of 

the United States... and how many letters to you begin this way?

I can, however, testify that when I met with you in New Delri in March, I fek 

extraordmsily inspired. I almost entirely forgot who you were in the excitement of 

finding out how you were -1 do hope you will take this as the compliment it is meant to be!

It has been four months. Ma’am, since you read out my poem at the Rajiv 

Gandhi Foundation on your tour of SE Asia. Since then, other than bathing with the media 

(thank fiifiy a short term phenomenon), I have had to battle with my final year Economics 

exams; Tn not sure which of the two take top honors for being unpredictable and terrifying. 

Anyhow, I did survive long enough to graduate with a first division (wonders will never cease) 

said am now with my family in Bangalore, getting my breath back

For the wonderfill gift you gave me - of sharing my thoughts with the world -

I thank you. I had never felt that any of my words were capote of moving people to tears, 

leave alone worthy of their attention. But for you, I may never have truly appreciated the power 

of words - for that too, I thank you

I suppose, at 21,1 share a certain impatience with all my friends - we want the 

world to change overnight, through the power of people's actions. I guess those are the fires and 

the fallacies of being young. You hope every day will be Christmas, and every activist, a Santa 

Claus.
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With best wishes.

P.S. A hug to Socks -1 love cats!

Tm sure I join a great many women across the world in wishing you every 

strength for the Beijing Conference. I understand that some issues are likely to remain 

unresolved, but I'm sure there will be unanimity in the wish for a better world for women. 

Ergo - a better world for everyone.

I feel privileged to be an educated young woman capable of figuring for justice 

and empowerment I also feel privileged, Mrs Clinton, to have met someone like you who 

already does fight for both.
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Silence

as all women would 
quietly or loudly 
it is questioned.

- Anasuya Sengupta
Class of '95
Lady Shri Ram College

And yet, there must be freedom — 
if we are to speak.
And yes, there must be power — 
if we are to be heard.
And when we have both
(freedom and power)
let us not be misunderstood.

We seek only to give words 
to those who cannot speak
(too many women
in too many countries)
I seek only to forget 
the sorrows of my grandmother's 
silence.

They say it is different now. 
(After all, I am always vocal 
and my grandmother thinks 
I talk too much)
But sometimes, I wonder.

When a woman gives her love, 
as most women do, generously — 
it is accepted.
When a woman shares her thoughts, 
as some women do, graciously — 
it is allowed.
When a woman fights for power,

like to.

Too many women
in too many countries
speak the same language.
Of silence.
My grandmother was always silent — 
always aggrieved —
only her husband had the cosmic right 
(or so it was said)
to speak and be heard.
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Remarks of J. Brian Atwood

INMED Sixth Millennium Conference

!

Before getting further into these important issues, I want to say that Hillary

September 11, 1995 
Washington, D.C.

these critics, women have been working in these societies for thousands of years — of 
necessity. And, in many places families have worked together. Work and social 

values are not antithetical, at least they weren’t where I grew up. My mother worked

protest.” I respect the well-meaning critics (some weren’t so well-meaning) who 
urged the First Lady to stay home to protest the Chinese government’s abhorrent 
human rights record. But she was correct to have gone. She did more for the cause 

i ‘
ever could have done staying home.

\ i

\

continues to produce news. We have heard a great deal of rhetoric about the 
importance of women, of children and of the family. I am confident that delegates in

I am pleased to have the opportunity to be with you today at the Sixth Annual 
Millennium Conference of INMED. Your special focus this year on child-centered 
strategies for health is an important element in development. And you in this room 

were among the pioneers in moving this issue to front and center.

The Fourth World Conference on Women now taking place in Beijing,

Rodham Clinton’s speech demonstrated, as The New York Times put it, that "a clear 
and forceful statement makes a far more powerful point than staying home in sullen 
protest." I respect the well-meaning critics (some weren’t so well-meaning) who 
urged the First Lady to stay home to protest the Chinese government’s abhorrent

- • But she was correct to have gone. She did more for the cause
of human rights in China and women’s rights, in general, by going to Beijing than she

Beijing will be advancing a position on these issues that will have been informed by 
the pioneering work of INMED.

Many of the critics of the Beijing conference were even more hostile to the 
issues being discussed at the Conference than to its venue. They asserted in the media 

that the conference was a nefarious attack on the foundations of family and society in 
the developing world; that it was an attempt to replace fathers and mothers with 

government programs; that the delegates were anti-male and anti-religion; and that 
their real goal was to undermine family values and redefine gender.

Some conservative critics even claimed that "working women deprive their 
children of parenting needed to establish firm social values." Well, I have news for 

these critics, women have been working in these societies for thousands of years — of 
necessity. And, in many places families have worked together. Work and social

and, as a child of the depression, she felt pride and relief that she could. Her work 
made our family stronger.

h 
f,
j

■



The Beijing Conference is about strengthening the family through
empowering

women, as Hillary Rodham Clinton so eloquently put it.

understanding, our best intentions may miss the mark.

That is a powerful tool for development.

respect for human rights, we can avoid future conflicts.

2

^1 also beheve that these people-oriented programs have an important long term 

and for their families, you are helping train individuals who are willing to be

• • 1— * l' J * •• * *-** * A** VI LU11L Aw 1 1Lvl 111
impact in building civil societies. By teaching children to be advocates for themselves 

advocates for their communities and their nations.

Children as agents of change. A fascinating concept. The ability of children 
to learn at school and carry these lessons home - whether about oral rehydration 
therapy, sanitation, appropriate use of medication, or identifying medical symptoms

We know that in the developing world women and children are terribly 
vulnerable. Seventy per cent of the poor in the world are women and inevitably those

work when they should be in elementary school. Women’s reproductive function 

exposes them to special health problems. Maternal mortality rises with the number of 
births and infant mortality rises when pregnancies are not spaced.

children for whom they are responsible also live in poverty. Women and children 

comprise 2/3 of the populations of refugee camps. Children are often forced into

All over the world, we have seen fragile new democracies struggle to establish 
constituencies to support a lasting commitment to open government. By teaching civic 
education at an early age, we help plant the durable seeds that a democratic system 
needs to flourish. By teaching children the basic values of ethnic tolerance and

For years, the international community too often ignored the vital role of 
people, particularly women and families, amid the noisy din of debates over structural 
adjustment, infrastructure needs and policy formulation. We tended to focus on 

macro-economic statistics without looking at the effects on people. Those of us who 
look at development through the eyes of real people understand that the family is the 
basic unit of society. It is within the family that decisions are made about whether to 

invest resources in housing, schooling or micro-enterprise. It is only when we focus 
on the family that we really begin to understand how societies work. Without that '

macro-economic statistics without looking at the effects on people. Those of us who 
—J . — . — I — V I *

' is the

The exciting thing about programs like INMED’s is that they focus on these 
problems from the perspective of real people, their families and their communities. 
Your special emphasis on women, children and youth as part of the solution has 
opened so many new possibilities for development.



USAID to get back to these basics and

for constructive community engagement are essential.

to education, less access to health care, less access to the economies of their countries

3

operating in the developing world.

Another key part of our approach is a concentration on the role of women in

process. The Women’s Legal Rights program will both develop knowledge and 

organizations and institutions to bolster those legal rights.

We believe this Initiative will make an important contribution to the consensus

A few months ago, in Copenhagen, Vice President Gore announced USAID’s 
New Partnerships Initiative. This is a program that is the antithesis of old fashioned 
top-down government-to-government foreign aid. "New Partnerships" helps create the 
vehicles for community action. It has three main objectives: strengthening the role of 

nongovernmental organizations in development programs; empowering small 
businesses and entrepreneurs to drive economic growth; and helping nations bolster 
democracy at the local level. The New Partnerships Initiative is driven by a single 
idea -- that families and individuals, when given the power and opportunity to change 

their lives, will do exactly that. The initiative will increase the proportion of USAID 
funds that flow to NGOs, and it will strengthen the rich mosaic of organizations

goals world governments have embraced at U.N. conferences in Cairo, Copenhagen 
and Beijing. More importantly, it will allow us to finally exploit the untapped

provide assistance in leadership training, political networking, civic education and 

technical training. It’s goal is to strengthen women’s participation in the political 

process. The Women’s Legal Rights program will both develop knowledge and 
disseminate information regarding women’s legal status; and build the capacity of

decision making. In most countries women have the right to vote, but a web of 
cultural, social, legal, economic, and educational constraints often inhibit their 
participation in society. So long as these obstacles stand, women will have less access 

to education, less access to health care, less access to the economies of their countries 
and less ability to contribute to development. That isn’t good for anyone.

Two weeks ago, in Beijing, Ambassador Madeleine Albright announced 
USAID’s Women’s Political Participation and Legal Rights Initiative. This effort will

society. It should be obvious that economic and social progress will remain beyond 

our reach if women are denied equal legal status and lack a clear voice in public

We have made a real effort at the new T'- ““
to practice participatory development. We know that economic growth cannoZbe 

sustained where civil society is not strong. We understand that institutional vehicles

potential of women in the developing world.

In designing our programs, we must not only consider the interrelationships 
between people and the institutions of society, but also the linkages between all aspects



of peoples lives - between health, education, family size and economic opportunity.

Look at family planning.

Despite the convenient rhetoric of critics, family planning has proved again and

public health and it is the very backbone of a healthy democratic society. One is hard

our

backdrop of the larger battle over the federal budget. Like every government agency 
TWO MOTTO trs T-z-1/41 I . . _ —____ GJ
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The investments we make in children today will be repaid many-fold in the future. If 

in our own communities. If we abandon our commitments, history will prove'a harsh

Education, child survival, family planning, nutrition, microenterprise, and 

organizations such as INMED, PAHO and many others to build the institutional

. . . ,. . V vuiViil, HVzaiLll CU1U VUUI1UII11C
productivity. Family planning saves lives. By helping a woman bear her children at 
t e healthiest times for both baby and mother, family planning increases child survival 
rates and decreases maternal deaths. A smaller family can allow a woman to be more 
economically and civically involved in her community. Where girls begin 
childbearing later, that is, after their teenage years, they are able to pursue more 

opportunities for education and employment. These activities in turn, encourage

democracy programs are all part of the collective effort we undertake with ’ 

organizations such as INMED, PAHO and many others to build the institutional 
capacity that will enable developing countries to gain their independence from our 

programs. We all have the same long-term goal. All of us work to ultimately put 
ourselves out of business. But first we have to help build the institutions that are the 
prerequisites for a democratic society. The family. Small business. Grassroots 
democratic institutions.

difference. Better education often leads a woman to want a smaller family. It allows 
families and individuals to be more economically productive, it makes for improved 
public health and it is the very backbone of a healthy democratic society. One is hard 
pressed to imagine how anyone could object to expanding access to basic education for 
all members of a society, particularly for girls who had been heretofore excluded.

But we all know that our work is being challenged as never before. The debate 
in Congress over the funding and existence of USAID is taking place against the 
backdrop of the larger battle over the federal budget. Like every government agency 
we have to reduce our program. But it is also clear that there are "some who would 
use the pretext of the budget debate to disengage the United States, to end foreign aid 
once and for all.

again to improve the welfare of families and their individual members. Children born 
into smaller families enjoy higher educational achievement, health and economic

young women to have smaller, healthier families.

Similarly’ irnProving access to basic education for girls can make a powerful 
Dr**-*--.— J._ . — a? _ _ _ f', 1

There could not be a worse time to isolate America from the rest of the world.

we ignore issues such as polio and the AIDS epidemic abroad, we will pay high costs
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judge of our generation.

I recall, almost exactly a year ago, walking through the massive refugee camp

filled with happiness and dreams for the future were, instead, nearly lifeless. The

cast

That is what is at stake as we consider the world’s children. If we do not reach

which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance."

5

If we can educate and care for the youth of the developing world, we can watch the 
ripples of hope and energy that will, in Robert Kennedy’s words, "build a current

the children, there will be no chance to break the cycle of poverty and violence that ’ 
has cost so many so much. But we can also create a positive self-fulfilling prophecy:

at Goma during the Rwanda crisis. I still carry with me the poignant memory of the 

p^’..PStl5Ularly th£ T5? °f the.children 1 saw there. Eyes that should have been 

blank stares were haunting. A whole generation of Rwandan children*haTbeen 

into uncertainty and were living on the very brink.

Rwanda risks losing that generation of children. If that happens, conflict and 
misery will be perpetuated.



 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 21, 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON H-a,� 
CC: 

SUBJECT: 

SECRETARY OF STATE WARREN CHRISTOPHER 
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR TONY LAKE 
USAID ADMINISTRATOR BRIAN ATWOOD 

REPORT ON LATIN AMERICA TRAVEL 
OCTOBER 12-17, 1995 

Thank you for asking me to travel to Latin America. 
The purpose of my six-day visit to Nicaragua, Chile, Brazil 
and Paraguay was to advance the Administration's goals to 
alleviate poverty; promote universal, quality education; 
provide wider access to health care; and protect the rights 
of women and children throughout the Western Hemisphere. 
These United States goals were endorsed in Miami at the 
summit of the Americas by the hemisphere's thirty-four 
democratic leaders and addressed directly by the 
hemisphere's First Ladies at the Symposium on Children. 

During the trip, I stressed that only with persistent 
progress on social goals will the region be able to attain 
and sustain democracy and economic prosperity. This message 
was received with enthusiasm. I sensed a real commitment to 
tackle difficult but critical social issues and saw 
firsthand the region's incredible recent progress. As I 
traveled, I found that representatives of the entire 
political spectrum -- even in countries with a recent 
history of severe political polarization like Nicaragua and 
Chile -- now understand the compelling arguments for social 
progress. Media coverage on this message was universally 
positive. 

Political leaders repeatedly made reference to the 
commitments made in Miami. This is particularly true for 
the social issues. The Latin American representatives had 
pushed the hardest in the preparatory sessions leading up to 
Miami for a strong focus on poverty eradication. It was in 
fact the Central Americans, working with a hemispheric 
coalition of private-sector and NGO leaders, who first 
proposed what became the Summit's initiative on women's 
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rights. There were also repeated references to the United 
Nation's Fourth World Conference on Women and the issues of 
the Conference -- microenterprise; comprehensive health 
care, including family planning; education; programs that 
value women as full and equal partners in society; freedom 
from violence; full political participation for women. 
These themes were underscored again and again. 

Schedule of Speeches and site Visits 

In each country, through public remarks and site 
visits, I sought to focus attention on one or more critical 
social issues: 

Nicaragua 

In Nicaragua, I focused on the theme of the rights of 
women and children. President Violeta Chamorro had been the 
leading sponsor of the Summit's initiative on women's 
rights. In an economically depressed barrio, I visited a 
community-run bank which makes small loans to women 
microentrepreneurs. There, I observed the transforming 
impact that credit has had on lives and livelihoods. I also 
visited a primary health care clinic which is part of 
Nicaragua's new decentralized public health delivery system, 
and I engaged in a discussion with patients and staff. Both 
of these projects are supported by USAID. My speech in 
Nicaragua drew linkages between social investments and 
durable democracy through the metaphor of family: 

"We see that through better health, education, and 
good jobs, women are building stronger families. We 
see that through democratic reconciliation and invest­
ments in people, Nicaragua is building a stronger 
national family. And we see that, as the Nicaraguan 
family unites and your economy grows, your nation will 
continue to be a vital partner in building a 
hemispheric family of democracies." 

I also had the opportunity to visit with President 
Chamorro at her residence and talk informally with her about 
Nicaragua and its challenges. Mrs. Chamorro hosted a 
luncheon to which she invited members of her Cabinet, 
particularly those who oversee social programs. 

Chile 

In Chile, my focus was the value of education and 
educational reform. I visited a World Bank-supported model 
vocational training school, where I saw a demonstration of 
education through computers and learned of plans to equip 
the schools with interlinking technology. As an example of 
Chile's education reform agenda, I was told of a proposal to 
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keep the schools open on weekends to allow children to 
pursue interests and help parents who are working. Mrs. 
Frei introduced me to her work with publicly-funded 
foundations which serve poor families by providing head­
start-like day care and equipping women with marketable 
skills. The foundations also have innovative programs to 
involve fathers so they can realize the full potential of 
parenthood. Also in Chile, I participated in a forum on the 
importance of microcredit with representatives of community­
based lending institutions and borrowers who had become 
economically self-reliant. 

My speech at the University of Chile praised Chile's 
strong educational system and highlighted our common goals 
for educational reform that strives to improve high school 
completion rates, promote quality training to enable workers 
to compete in the global marketplace, and nurture civic 
virtues to encourage participation in democratic 
decision-making. The University's rector noted that Teddy 
Roosevelt had spoken in the same Hall of Honor in 1917 and 
had outlined the many collaborative efforts that link the 
institution to the United States. I also had the 
opportunity to meet informally with President Frei at the 
Presidential Palace. 

Brazil 

In Brazil, I focused on the health of women and 
children. We visited modern Brasilia as well as Salvador de 
Bahia, the capital of the poverty-ridden northeast. Site 
visits in Salvador included a circus which aims to save 
street children by enhancing their teamwork and self-esteem, 
a community center which provides health, education and 
vocational skills to at-risk adolescents, and a hospital 
which assists in birth and also cares for women who have 
performed self-induced abortions. The hospital's programs 
emphasize how critically important health education and 
family planning are to the poor community, and the programs 
I saw provide a model for replication. The Minister of 
Health is hoping to extend this successful USAID-supported 
program to rural areas in the region. 

In Brasilia, I had an excellent meeting with President 
and Mrs. Cardoso. In Brasilia and Salvador, I participated 
in discussions with prominent women who are involved in 
addressing challenges in the areas of jobs, health, 
education, family life and other careers. President Cardoso 
discussed an education initiative he was about to announce 
that would address the problem of school drop-outs by 
putting more federal resources in schools below the 
university level. 
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Paraguay

Also in Paraguay, I met with representatives of the 
Peace Corps in Paraguay, which was holding a training 
session for its volunteers. Paraguay has the largest number 
of Peace Corps volunteers in the world, and it was a 
pleasure to hear from the American men and women who are on 
the front lines trying to make a difference in the quality 
of life in Paraguay.

The success of the Conference was noted by 
representatives of international organizations, such as 
UNICEF, PAHO, and IDE, who participated in the Conference as 
resources. They remarked that the Conference was one of the 
most impressive discussions in which they have participated, 
highlighting innovative developments to enhance progress on 
pressing social concerns. As First Ladies, we signed a 
declaration and agreed to be actively engaged in the issues 
we discussed, ranging from microenterprise and family 
planning to innovative education programs.

In my keynote address on the opening night of the 
Conference, I stressed that the conferences in Miami, 
Copenhagen and Beijing have made clear that democracy and 
prosperity cannot be attained or sustained in countries that 
do not value women as full and equal partners in society. 
President Wasmosy spoke eloquently about the important role 
that a First Lady can play in working to better life for the 
people of her nation. He lauded Mrs. Wasmosy's work and 
stressed how complementary he viewed their efforts.

In Paraguay, I participated in the Fifth Conference of 
Wives of Heads of State and Government of the Americas, an 
annual Conference which brings together the spouses of the 
leaders of our hemisphere. This Conference marked the first 
year that North America has participated, and therefore the 
first year that it was a hemisphere-wide gathering. The 
Conference focused heavily on follow-up to the issues we had 
discussed at the Symposium on Children in Miami. We called 
attention to three concrete initiatives stemming from the 
hemispheric Summit: the eradication of measles by the year 
2000, reduction of maternal mortality by one-half by the 
year 2000, and education reform. I was proud to announce 
USAID support for a new Partnership for Education 
Revitalization in the Americas (PERA), which is designed to 
help identify, disseminate and replicate innovative 
education reform programs throughout Latin America. Also, 
as I had helped launch the measles eradication campaign 
initiative at the PAHO headquarters last April, it was 
especially gratifying to learn of the activities of the 
hemisphere's First Ladies in support of the measles project. 
The First Ladies of this hemisphere are actively engaged in 
their own countries on these important social issues.
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Conclusions

Throughout my visit, it was striking how very small 
amounts of money, when placed in the hands of dedicated, 
well-organized institutions, can transform people's lives. 
USAID programs, working in partnerships with international 
and local NGOs and with official entities at federal, state 
and local levels, are having a positive impact. The World 
Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, Organization of 
American States, the Pan-American Health Association and the 
Inter-American Foundation are all investing in people in 
innovative ways. We need to do more to publicize these 
success stories so that they can be replicated widely, 
including in the United States. Development assistance is 
a critical component of our broad-based, active engagement 
in the hemisphere and it calls for our continuing strong 
support.

Latin America is a very diverse region undergoing 
dynamic change. The countries I visited are diverse in 
size, living standards and political development. Nicaragua 
and Paraguay are two small countries emerging from decades 
of repressive rule. President Chamorro has made great 
strides in consolidating democracy and restructuring the 
economy, even if Nicaragua is still traumatized by years of 
internal conflict and remains desperately poor, with over 
half of its population under the age of twenty-one. The 
United States can continue to work to promote national 
reconciliation. While the military still casts a shadow 
over political life in Paraguay, the current government 
appears to be working to strengthen democracy and make 
government accountable to its people. In his remarks at the 
opening of the First Ladies Conference, President Wasmosy 
focused his comments on the commitment to democracy.

Brazil enjoys the strong, enlightened leadership of 
President Cardoso, who reiterated his determination to 
stabilize the economy and is working with his wife, Ruth, to 
invigorate civil society and reform the health and education 
systems. The Cardosos noted that they very much enjoyed 
their State Visit last April and seek to forge a new 
partnership with the United States. Chile appears to be a 
spectacular success story, combining economic stability, 
democratic politics and a concern for social equity that has 
lifted many of its citizens out of poverty since democracy 
was restored in 1990. The Chilean government appears to be 
on track to attain the developmental status of southern 
Europe and become an articulate leader that other countries 
will seek to follow. The government and private sector 
continue to be very concerned about NAFTA fast track, and I 
reiterated the President's support.

Latin America continues to make progress, but the
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Future Engagement

The annual First Ladies' Conference offers another 
instrument to advance social progress.

Attached are copies of the speeches I gave in 
Nicaragua, Chile and Paraguay.

The United States has made a difference in ensuring 
hemispheric progress. It is my observation that Latin 
America seeks close working relations with the United States 
on a wide range of important issues, relations based on a 
genuine exchange and mutual learning. Finally, I believe we 
need to continue to help our neighbors strengthen their 
emerging democracies, expand market economies, and promote 
social integration.

region still confronts severe problems — some of which we 
also face in the United States. Poverty is widespread and 
overwhelming in some areas and governments are handicapped 
by fiscal constraints and inflexible bureaucracies.
Educational systems are badly in need of reform, both to 
reduce the high drop-out rates and to graduate students who 
can compete in the marketplace of the twenty-first century. 
Women are still undereducated and underpaid and many, many 
poor children crowd the streets of the continents' poor 
barrios.
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520-6258

November 3, 1995

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

With warmest regards.

Sincerely,

Alexander F. Watson

Assistant Secretary of State

Bureau of Inter-American Affairs

Your interlocutors
Our

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Room 100, OEOB
Washington, D.C.

let you know how helpful I believe your visit 
for advancing our overall interests in the 
nature of your remarks at each stop and your 

superb delivery of them left no doubt as to the importance our 
Administration attaches to education, health and human rights, 
particularly concerning women and children.
appreciate greatly that you really listened to them, as well. 
Ambassadors in Managua, Santiago, Brasilia and Asuncion are 
uniformly enthusiastic about your visits.

Thanks again for including the trip in your crowded agenda. I 
hope we can do another one soon, perhaps even with the President.

I just wanted to 
to Latin America was 
region. The serious

In addition to being helpful, your trip was a lot of fun—at 
least for me. Your staff is great to work with—competent and 
authoritative, yet friendly, open to relative outsiders and ready to 
have a good time. They really made us feel part of the team, as did 
you, of course.

I must tell you that my wife is very pleased wth the necklace 
with the "crava" pendant in the form of the Mapuche symbol of power 
I purchased in Santiago. I told her that, when I somewhat 
apprehensively sought your advice, you suggested that she wouldn't 
have to wear the pendant all the time. I'm a little worried, 
however, because she hasn't yet taken it off the necklace. I'll see 
how things go, but I may need further advice from you and Melanne.
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FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET

DATE: Jan 26, 1996

TO: Katy

ORGANIZATION:

PHONE:

FAX: 6-6244

C /I HsIOISIAIQ XNaWNOaiANS! Wd£C:Z. ! 96-92-1 lADHOd H931 ? IDS 3JJ0:Aa 1N3S

I called Herb Smith (who I am friendly with) to see if he has a copy, but he was 
not home. 1 left a message asking him to call back, but he hasn’t.

Diana Zuckerman, Ph.D.
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202) 456-6133, FAX (202) 456-6027

I

>i>Ii>4>************«i****************^4<4»|i4>*4>$i|<>l<**>|i*«*****************************+*

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER PAGE: 3
I

MESSAGE: This is the only letter that comes close to what you want. As I mentioned 
on voice mail, I don’t have the Herb Smith letter because I didn’t respond to it. It 
came with photos and I gave the letter and photos to Melanne to give to HRC,
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Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Additionally, it iu our estimation that many Persian Gulf veterans will find it

reported not being on either the VA or BoD s registries While it is likely th 
number of rciwons for this, it is evident that there is a certain distrust of the "
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THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
WASHINGTON OFFICE

March 31, 1995
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Mrs. Hillar y ClinUm 
The White House 
Washington. D.G. 20500
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suspect if no such former enlisted personnel are included on the Gomnuttee. We point 
to tho fact that of the over 2,500 respondents to the VFWs Persian Gulf Registry, 46% 
reported not being on either the VA or BoD s registries While it is likely there arc a 
number of reiuons for this, it is evident that there is a certain distrust of the "system1 
among some Persian Gulf veterans. In our estimation a failure to include 
representatives of the non-career combat soldier on the Advisory Committee will 
undermine its creditability among members of the very group it would seek to help.

I am writing to once again thank and commend you for your direct involvement 
on behalf ol those Persian Gulf veterans who are sick or disabled as a consequence of 
their service in the Persian Gulf. Your meeting with VFW Guiiuwnder in Chief 
Allen r. "Gunner" Kent in February of this year dcwly bespoke a sincere 
commitment to work toward a resolution of the issues confronting these brave young 
Americans. I cam aMure you that the VFW's commitment is no less in this matter. 
This organisation will exert, its every influence to ensure that Persian Gulf veterans are 

fully and compassionately provided for.

In this regard, as the White House sets about establishing the President's 
Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans Illnesses, we are concerned that rank-and- 
file Persian Gulf veterans be represented on that body along with senior military 
personnel and members of the scientific and medical community. The VFW views it 
as absolutely critical that veterans representing the average Persian Gulf military 
enlistee - the men and women who actually fought the war - be included as members 
of rhe Comniiucc. Nut only have they earned such representation through their 
heroic actions in the Gulf, but it is only these former enlisted personnel who have the 
shared experience and empathy to fully see to the interests of their comrades in arms.

I

SENT BY:VFW WASHINGTON OFC ; 3-31-33 ; U^UAM ; VFW WAMiiMiJuni orc-* aoooz^.sf a/ o

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES
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Sincerely,

/JAMES R. CURRIEO

Executive Director

I
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Mrs. Hillary Clinton 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
March 31,1995

So I would conclude by again thanking you on behalf of the entire VFW 
membership for your direct involvement in this issue, and urge that former enlisted 
non-active duty Persian Gulf veterans be included as members of the President's 
Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans Illnesses.

i

SEW. BY;VFW WASHINGTON OFC
*



MEMORANDUM

The First LadyTo:

Diana ZuckermanFrom:

Summary of Accomplishments and Issues re Gulf War IllnessesRe:

February 27, 1995Date:

Accomplishments

The purpose of this memo is to summarize our accomplishments of the last month 
regarding Gulf War illnesses, and to list the unresolved issues that would benefit from 
the oversight of an independent commission or advisory committee.

4. Gulf War veterans, the media, and the public are beginning to be aware of the 
interest of the First Lady and President.

6. The National Security Council is more aware of the issues involved, and supportive of 
your interest and concerns.

2. The American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the two largest veterans’ 
service organizations, are impressed by the interest and commitment of the First Lady 
and the President.

1. DOD and VA high level officials are now more attentive to veterans’ complaints and 
frustrations regarding the government’s response to Gulf War illnesses. They are making 
more efforts to improve the situation and to improve the public’s perceptions.

5. You reportedly impressed and inspired members of the Interagency Gulf War 
Illnesses Research and Clinical Committees whom you spoke to at Walter Reed. These 
Committees include the most involved staff from VA DOD, and HHS. Your 
involvement in this issue encourages them to be less content with the status quo; we 
have feedback that this is especially likely for the HHS staff.

3. Your visits to the Washington, DC VA Medical Center and Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center were very well received by patients and staff, including General Blanck, 
who is Commander of Walter Reed.

7. DOD is revising their research plans so that they will comply with the law requiring 
them to provide at least $5 million for research grants to independent scientists in FY 
1995.
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Other Good News

10. DOD will soon make public relatively detailed responses to several recently reported 
allegations regarding the detection of chemical or biological weapons.

2. The DOD study of the effects of combining pyridostigmine and pesticides on rats will 
be completed in March. I have confidential information (that we can’t yet share with 
anyone) that the results will show that the combination of pesticides with each other or 
with pyridostigmine are more toxic that they would be alone. The fact that these 
combinations kill rats does not necessarily mean they are causing illnesses for people 
who did not have an immediate adverse reaction; more research will be needed. While 
we can’t call this good news, it does suggest that we soon may be able to determine some 
of the causes of Gulf War illnesses and prevent illnesses in future deployments.

3. The VA Gulf War Expert panel, which is meeting this week, will, for the first time, 
listen to Gulf War veterans and their ill family members. This is the first meeting that 
will be chaired by an independent scientist; previous meetings were chaired by Dr. Susan 
Mather.

Progress is being made on other fronts, in response to Congressional efforts and 
other pressures.

8. VA is planning public service announcements to make Gulf War veterans more aware 
of medical services and compensation that are available to those with undiagnosed 
illnesses.

9. VA is seriously considering a surveillance system for birth defects among Gulf War 
veterans.

4. I have contacted experts in the field of neurology to ask whether there are diagnostic 
tests (such as SPECT scans or brain mapping) that could determine if Gulf War veterans 
have chemically-induced brain damage. Herb Smith and other ill veterans and their 
advocates have claimed that such tests exist but that VA and DOD refuse to use them. 
According to the experts, these tests are not accurate and are easy to manipulate to 
"prove" damage that doesn’t exist. Therefore, VA and DOD have made the right 
decision in not providing these exams.

1. The DOD is, for the first time, conducting a study of pyridostigmine use by women. 
Volunteers will take the pills for 3 weeks, whereas previous studies usually were for one 
week or less. [The study includes 30 men and 30 women who will take the drug, and 
15/15 on placebo. Although not a large sample, it is a clear improvement over the 4-8 
men in most studies conducted prior to the Gulf War.]



1-

THE WHITE HOUSE

OFFICE OF THE PRESS SECRETARY

For Immediate Release August 14, 1995

Thank you very much.

Veterans have told me about their frustrating efforts to find 
out why they are ill and how their illnesses can be treated. They 
have shared moving stories of the devastating effects on families 

Remarks by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
to the President's Advisory Committee on 

Gulf War Veteran's Illnesses
Washington, DC

I want to start by emphasizing again how proud we all are of 
our victory in the Gulf War. Because of the enormous skill and 
bravery of American troops, an end was put to Saddam Hussein's 
brutal and illegal occupation of Kuwait. Because of the strength 
of U.S. leadership, the international community came together to 
stop and reverse unprovoked aggression against an innocent nation.

This Presidential Advisory Committee is an important example 
of the President's commitment to leave no stone unturned in the 
Administration's efforts to understand Gulf War veterans' illnesses 
and to make sure that the government is responsive to veterans' 
needs.

The President and I have heard from many Gulf War veterans and 
their family members about their illnesses. We have received 
letters from all over the country, and have had the privilege of 
meeting with many veterans and family members in person. Some of 
these men and women, such as Steve Robertson and Nancy Kapplan, 
will be speaking to you this afternoon.

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. I am delighted to be
here at this first meeting, and on behalf of the President, I want 
to thank the Chair and members of the President's Advisory 
Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses for your willingness to 
perform this public service. I also want to welcome all the 
veterans, their friends and families, who are here to talk about 
their personal experiences and to hear from the Administration 
officials who have been working diligently on the issues raised in 
the President's Executive Order creating this Committee.

In his announcement, the President assured Gulf War veterans 
that we are grateful for their bravery, and we are as proud of them 
today as all of us were when they returned victorious in 1991. And 
most important, the President made it clear that just as we relied 
on our troops when they were sent to war, we must assure them that 
they can rely on us now.
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When we look back to the euphoric parades for returning U.S. 
troops in 1991, we can still remember a great feeling of relief. 
We had won the war, and most Americans had returned home safely.

When the men and women of the U.S. military. Reserves, and 
National Guard were called to war in 1990, our Nation knew that we 
could rely on them, and they served our nation honorably.

I have also met with the physicians, nurses, and other health 
care professionals from the VA and DOD who have worked with Gulf 
War veterans who are ill. They too express great frustration about 
the difficulties they have faced in helping some of the veterans 
and their family members whose illnesses remain undiagnosed. I 
know you will also work closely with these dedicated men and women, 
and learn from their experiences.

But throughout 1991 and 1992, there was increasing concern 
about some of our Gulf War veterans. There were veterans who 
described symptoms that did not respond to treatment, and did not 
go away as expected. When my husband became President and learned 
that the numbers of veterans with chronic symptoms seemed to be 
increasing, he took an active interest in helping our veterans.

Many Gulf War veterans have been outspoken in seeking and 
providing information about their illnesses. This Advisory 
Committee will determine whether the experiences these veterans 
describe in the Persian Gulf, and in receiving medical care, have 
been adequately addressed or whether there are additional actions 
that need to be taken.

When Secretary Jesse Brown and I met with veterans at the 
local VA Hospital here in Washington, and when then Deputy 
Secretary of Defense John Deutch and I met with active duty 
soldiers at Walter Reed Hospital, the stories we heard touched us 
deeply, and provided important information as well. I know you 
will be working closely with veterans, who will be an invaluable 
resource in your deliberations, and I am pleased you will begin by 
hearing directly from Gulf War veterans today.

when fathers and mothers become disabled and unable to work. They 
have described what it was like to serve their country in a desert 
land where oil well fires turned the day to night, and where 
sandstorms made it difficult to breathe. Some described scud 
missile attacks, or told of frequent use of insecticides to 
protect them from insect-born diseases.

Because of the leadership and dedication of the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs, Defense, and Health and Human Services, this 
Administration has already made unprecedented efforts to help Gulf 
War veterans. For example, never before has an Administration 
moved so quickly to conduct research aimed at helping returning 
soldiers who are ill. This year alone, the three Departments will 
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This Administration has already convened several other panels 
of outside experts to examine various issues pertaining to Gulf War 
veterans' illnesses, but it came to realize that the issues are so 
complex they require a more comprehensive, sustained effort.

The Defense Department has also recently initiated a new 
program that will declassify documents and other information about 
the Gulf War, and make them available on Internet.

As President Clinton stated when he first announced this
Advisory Committee, he is determined to do whatever it takes to 
respond to the concerns of Gulf War veterans.

spend approximately $15 million to study possible environmental 
hazards, to determine whether illnesses have been transmitted to 
spouses and children, and to develop improved treatment programs.

The Executive Order specifies that you will provide "advice 
and recommendations" based on your review of the following: 
research; medical treatment; risk factors from service in the Gulf 
War, including possible environmental factors, and drugs and 
vaccines; reports of the possible detection of chemical and 
biological weapons; coordinating efforts that have been established 
by Federal agencies; external reviews by other expert panels; and 
outreach to veterans.

All these efforts will serve our veterans well, and most were 
accomplished with bipartisan support from the 103rd Congress, under 
the leadership of then Chairmen of the Veterans Affairs Committees, 
Sen. Jay Rockefeller and Rep. Sonny Montgomery, and their Committee 
members.

And so the President established this Advisory Committee, to 
be independent and appropriately staffed, with the relevant 
experience and expertise that the members represent. This Advisory 
Committee is unique because, as the President outlined in his 
Executive Order, you will review all aspects of the Federal 
governments' programs and policies that affect Gulf War illnesses, 
telling us what we are doing right and what we should be doing 
better.

With the leadership of the VA, this Administration strongly 
supported laws to ensure that compensation is available to those 
who are disabled, even if the direct causes of the illnesses 
stemming from their military service are unknown. The VA is also 
providing priority medical care to Gulf War veterans, and both VA 
and the Defense Department have established special treatment 
centers to help veterans whose illnesses are particularly difficult 
to diagnose.

As you can see from that list, your mandate is broad. In your 
efforts to review all these programs and policies, the Secretaries 
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are pledged to assist you, and you will find their doors open to 
you. And the President has made it absolutely clear, in his 
Executive Order and in his announcement of this Advisory Committee, 
that when you consider your task, no issue is off limits and every 
reasonable inquiry should be pursued.

There are many opinions about how many Gulf War veterans are 
ill, what has caused those illnesses, and how they can best be 
treated. In talking to veterans and to those who are trying to 
serve them, it is clear that those opinions are as strongly held as 
they are diverse.

The President has appointed this Advisory Committee because we 
do not yet have the answers to these important questions. These 
are complicated scientific questions that deserve careful 
scientific scrutiny.

There are disagreements about the likely causes and the best 
treatments for these symptoms. These issues also will continue to 
be studied as more research is completed.

And so, your task is a difficult one. There are many 
unanswered questions, and we are counting on you to make sure that 
this Administration is doing all it can to catalog relevant 
questions and, in so far as possible, answer them.

For that reason, you were selected on the basis of your wide 
range of expertise in medical issues, scientific research, policy, 
and military matters. The veterans on the panel will contribute 
their invaluable perspectives from their military experiences, and 
it is particularly important that two of you served in the Gulf 
War. You all were selected because you do not have pre-conceived 
notions about the scope of the problem of Gulf War illnesses, or 
the causes and treatment.

In his Executive Order, the President has entrusted you to 
make sure that the Federal government is supporting appropriate 
research, and that, whenever possible, the results are being used 
to inform treatment, compensation, and priorities for future 
research. You are also entrusted to examine the wide array of 
Federal programs and policies to make sure that they not only make 

None of us knows what the research now being conducted or 
called for in the future will tell us. So far, the research that 
the government has conducted indicates that thousands of veterans 
who were healthy when they left for the Gulf War are now ill. Many 
veterans believe that these symptoms cluster together into a "Gulf 
War Syndrome" that is unique. Based on the research to date, 
however, experts have concluded that there is not enough evidence 
to call this a syndrome. This is an issue that will continue to be 
studied as more research is completed.
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sense, but also that they are being administered effectively and 
humanely.

I want to leave you with the image of an open door. Perhaps 
your most important tool as you serve on this Committee is your 
ability to be open-minded, to take advantage of our open-door 
policy to seek out the information you need to evaluate all 
existing programs and policies, and to make recommendations to 
ensure that this Administration will continue to be responsive and 
responsible to our veterans. We owe them that much, and more, and 
all of us are greatful for your willingness to take on this 
important public service. Thank you very much Madame Chairman.
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REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
AT NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH EVENT 

WASHINGTON, D.C.

It's hard to believe but Thanksgiving and the Holiday Season 
are a little more than a week away. And during this season we 
traditionally focus on family. And we recognize how much we need 
and depend on the love of our parents and spouses and children 
and other relatives. So for all of you who are gathered here to 
begin this celebration, that we hope will ignite a fire of 
enthusiasm throughout the country about adoption, I want to say 
thank you.

There are several members of Congress here and I am 
delighted that all of you could join us. Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, Donna Shalala, a long time advocate of family and 
children services is here with us because all of us believe that 
there isn't anything more important than our families and that 
the families formed by adoption are special and deserve the 
support of all the rest of us. Because we want to emphasize that 
there's a need in our country to bring the richness and love and 
support and guidance and discipline and attention of family life 
to every one of America's waiting children.

As we go into the Holiday Season, I hope every American will 
recognize that there are tens of thousands of children waiting 
for the love of a mother, a father, a sister, a brother, to have 
grandparents and aunts and uncles, to have a dog or a cat like 
Socks. Tens of thousands of those children, every single day, 
are growing up without mothers or fathers to help teach them, to 
nurture them and to tell them that they are special. We know 

Good Afternoon. Thank you. Thank you.
Please be seated and please be welcomed to the White House. This 
is a very special day for all of us. And there have been many 
very important events that have occurred here in the East Room of 
the White House, but I honestly don't believe there is any that 
is more important then what we are doing by celebrating National 
Adoption Month. And November is a particularly appropriate time 
to highlight the importance of adoption in this country.
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they are, but they need someone in their family to tell them 
that.

Often when we think of adoption, we have a picture in our 
mind of infants being welcomed into a family. But adoption today 
involves children and teenagers of all ages, backgrounds and 
circumstances. In this room today are adoptive families and 
waiting children who demonstrate the range of adoptive 
experiences. Adoption has provided a new beginning for school- 
aged children, for adolescents, for children with physical and 
emotional and educational disabilities, children of different 
races and cultures, and brothers and sisters who want to remain 
together.

I recently met with Shane Salter, a young man who grew up in 
foster care without ever being placed in a permanent family. He 
described what that meant to him. He talked about his continued 
longing for parents who would not only care for him but who could 
be grandparents to his own children. Adoption can change lives, 
not only of those in the immediate family, but through 
generations.

Let me give you a picture of the children in America who are 
waiting. Six out of ten of them are school-aged children. Four 
out of ten are white. Four out of ten are African-American. The 
rest, Hispanic, Native American and every other race and color 
that you can imagine. Two out of three have special needs. Each 
one of these children has the capacity to love, to bring new joy 
and energy into a family. Most of you who are here, the families 
that already know that, are living proof of how adoption can be 
successful and emotionally rewarding. But we need more of you.

I know that adoption in America today can by frustrating and 
emotionally draining and expensive. A newspaper column I wrote 
about adoption this summer generated more responses than any 
other I've written. I meet people throughout the country who 
come up and say they have read my column and they're an adoptive 
parent. Or they have read my column and they're a foster parent. 
Or they read my column, and they were adopted. Prospective 
parents have written to tell me of the immense obstacles, the red 
tape, and the costs, particularly the legal costs, that have led 
them to despair of ever being able to adopt a child.

I want you to know that the President is committed to easing 
and encouraging the adoption process. And I recently convened a 
group of experts to discuss how to make the government a better 
partner, and more responsive to the needs of prospective parents 
and children. In particular, the administration is working hard 
to ease the adoption of minority and special-needs children. The 
President is committed to enforcing the Multi-Ethnic Placement 
Act which prohibits adoption agencies from denying the placement 
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of a child solely on the basis of race, color, or national origin 
of a child or prospective adoptive parents.

The administration also championed — and the first bill the 
President signed — was the Family and Medical Leave Act which 
ensures that parents can take time off when they adopt a child 
without fearing the loss of their jobs. And the administration 
has launched a public education campaign about adoption. A 
campaign in which I am very honored to participate. These are 
just some of the many initiatives, both in the government and in 
the private sector, and in partnership between both the public 
and private sectors, that are designed to support the placement 
of children in loving homes.

But all of your efforts and all of the administration's 
efforts to strengthen our families and children could be 
jeopardized by actions in Congress. The government currently 
provides essential recruitment and training services for 
prospective adoptive parents. As well as subsidies to families 
who adopt special-needs children,, those living with Cerebral 
Palsy, or HIV, or some other disability, since those children 
have large medical and educational expenses. Many of the 
children who are special-needs, when they are adopted into 
families, bring with them such large medical costs, that if 
Medicaid is cut back substantially, the medical insurance for 
many of those special-needs children will no longer be available 
after they are adopted. Which would be a great tragedy, because 
there are so many parents who just need a little bit of financial 
help with the costs. Need a little bit of subsidy but then do 
need continuing medical help to be able to open their lives to 
these children. So we must all who care about adoption know that 
putting our nation's economic house in order does not mean 
sweeping out compassion and caring for our neediest children and 
families, making it less likely they will ever have a house of 
their own.

We have to work together to improve our adoption system. In 
the Proclamation for National Adoption Month the President said 
that citizens from all communities and organizations from the 
public and private sectors must join together to renew our 
commitment to finding permanent homes for each one of America's 
children. Two of the private foundations doing this important 
work are the Ann E. Casey Foundation which is active in five 
states, and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation's Families For Kids, 
active in ten states.

I wish we could re-double, re-triple our efforts. I believe 
that if we really put our minds to it, if we could recruit 
qualified volunteers out of our judicial system and our legal 
system and our social work system, to be assigned to each child 
who is waiting to be adopted. We could make it possible for 
thousands and thousands more children to be adopted by this time 
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Perhaps no person has been a more effective advocate for 
children waiting to be adopted, than our next speaker. The 
founder of Wendy's, the star of T.V., Dave Thomas started 
speaking out on adoption in 1990 when he became the national 
spokesperson for the White House Initiative on Adoption. As an 
adopted child himself, he says he would not have become the 
successful father, husband and businessman he is today, had he 
not been able to grow up in a supportive family.

Mr. Thomas has also been a leader in the campaign to 
encourage corporations to extend maternity benefits to adoptive 
parents. This is so important. We do a terrible job in our 
country of ensuring maternity benefits in nearly every instance 
in most of the businesses in our country. It's important for new 
parents to be able to spend time with that child. Think how 
important it is for a new child coming into a strange home, 
filled with anticipation to have some time where he is the center 
of that family's attention, and that at least one parent gets a 
chance to spend that time with the child.

next year. We have to put our minds to it but there is no more 
important task than trying to do everything in our power to 
ensure that every child has a family.

Within Wendy's, adoption benefits are paid leave and 
financial assistance with adoption costs. Available to employees 
who have been with the company for at least one year. All of us 
are very proud of Mr. Thomas' leadership and grateful to him for 
it.

Following him to the podium will be the Reverend Wayne 
Thompson, President of One Church-One Child. This is one of the 
great ideas in America. And I wish every church would join One 
Church-One Child. Because through One Church-One Child, we have 
seen literally hundreds of thousands of children being given 
homes who might otherwise not have been known to anyone. And the 
church serves as a back-up extended family for the members who 
adopt children. Through this work, thousands of African-American 
children have found loving homes and supportive church 
congregations.

The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption seeks to make 
adoption more affordable, streamline the adoption process, and 
educate the public about the potential joys of adoption. Mr. 
Thomas believes that no child is unadoptable and every child 
deserves a home and a loving family. But he knows, as we all do, 
that we have to overcome some misconceptions about adoption. We 
have to make it very clear that the children who are waiting are 
children just like yours and mine and every other child who goes 
to school and plays in playgrounds. They are America's children. 
And we have to make it clear to America that they would benefit 
greatly from having one of these children in their lives.
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And then finally, we will hear from a young woman who knows 
exactly what's at stake. Deanna is 13. She lived in a foster 
home for seven years before moving into a group home in Topeka, 
Kansas. Though she no longer lives with her two foster sisters, 
she is still close to them and she is still waiting. She is a 
cheerleader, an avid reader, and a budding poet — and a lovely 
young woman based on my experience with her a few minutes ago.

You will also be hearing from the Marshall Family, 
proud parents of two beautiful little girls, they have 
experienced so much love and happiness with their two daughters, 
that they have spent considerable time promoting adoption in 
their own community. In fact, they are the family featured in 
the posters supporting adoption that appear in Wendy's 
restaurants around the world.

And my kids, I have five children, fourteen grandchildren, 
and I probably spoil them for that reason. Now whether that's 
good or bad, but it's one of the things that, I wasn't spoiled. 
But I know one thing, I did have a grandmother that did care for

Let me tell you why I'm interested in adoption. I was 
adopted as Mrs. Clinton said, and my mother, my foster mother 
died when I was about five years old. And I was born out of 
wedlock and I had nothing to do with it — trust me. And I had 
nothing to do about being adopted, it wasn't my fault. But I was 
adopted and I had six, no not six, I had three more foster 
mothers and step-mothers and then I left when I was 15 years old. 
But I do know how important it is, a family. And all through my 
life I've always been envious of mothers and fathers. Because 
I've never seen my mother and father. And if you have never seen 
your mother and father and the nurturing, you know everyone 
deserves the love and nurturing, when you grow up. I never had 
it, and I've always been kind of jealous of it.

So these people who will be speaking to you have the 
experience that we would like to see transmitted to every 
American. They know what it's like to form a family by choice. 
To be able to say, I choose you to be my son or daughter. And in 
return to know what it's like as a child to have the love and 
support that can only come from one's own family. So please join 
me in welcoming Mr. Dave Thomas."

Dave Thomas: "Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. I thank 
you Mrs. Clinton. I asked Mrs. Clinton about, something like 
about a year ago, if she would help. And she said, "I will." 
And that's the reason why we're here today so I just want 
everyone to know that Mrs. Clinton and the President are 
dedicated to adoption. So let's give them a big hand, because 
they did it.
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You know what it is, 
parents. 
parents.

it's really children with willing
Now the children need to be matched with willing 
And what's happened is IBM, AT&T and Harriot have 

helped with some government agencies working to make this happen. 
And the first example case of adoption's waiting children on-line 
through the National Adoption Center, there was 100,000 
inquiries. Am I right Jan? Over 100,000. So Internet is really 
something that we're really trying to work on.

She was my foster grandmother and I didn't find out until I 
was 13 years old that I was adopted, and I was really hurt, 
do know how important it is and I feel so sorry for these 
children today, in particular, parents who don't take care of 
their children. I mean I just think it's a crime. I think we 
need to have an education to educate these parents about 
responsibility. I don't know how you feel about it but I'm real 
strong on responsibility.

And we also have a bill in the Congress to a tax-credit. 
And I think it's something for — adoption is expensive. And we 
need to help people to adopt as Mrs. Clinton said. And I hope 
this bill — Debby — is going to work out real well. I hope 
everybody supports it because it's really an important thing.

And then, I think that the next thing that we've been 
working on, is that we've tried something that we call a 
computer. Does everybody understand what computers are? And Jan 
Heffner is the Director of the Dave Thomas Foundation — stand up 
Jan — Jan has been working on this real, real hard.

I'm even trying to get the federal government to do the
same. Right Mrs. Clinton? Mrs. Clinton said she's going support 

Congressmen? — Women? — Senators? Don't forget now, 
because it's really important. But right now we have, in about 
thirty-five states, we have adoption benefits. And in cities and 
in corporations. We wrote all kinds of letters and it's really 
the right thing to do. We have not said how much, but just to 
help.

You know, in foster care, there is almost a half-million 
children in foster care right now. And there's about 100,000 
waiting to be adopted. And when we started the foundation, we 
said, well, we need to have some goals. And our objective was to 
make adoption affordable and take the red tape out of adoption, 
and so that's what we've really been trying to do. And so the 
first thing we did, we put adoption benefits right with the 
maternity benefits. And I want everybody to understand it's kind 
of a no-brainer. If you have maternity benefits, add adoption 
benefits. And we've done that—
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But I'm 
every boy and every girl

So thank you, and god bless you."

Dave Thomas: "So, I'd just like to say this, I'd like to 
just say this. I think this is really a great event. I think 
it's something that we need to work on. And the more awareness 
and the more we talk about it. And I just keep talking about, 
and some people like to listen to me and some don't, 
going to keep talking because that — <  ‘ 
deserves a loving family. C ' *  . 

The family values are embodied by those parents who choose 
to bring children into their families and experience the joys of 
parenthood. The mission of the National One Church-One Child is 
to challenge each and every African-American congregation to 
adopt one African-American child. We believe that this furthers 
our need in our community for taking responsibility for our 
children. Believe me, this plan works.

We're trying to do everything we can to make it possible and 
remind people about adoption. Because, what happens, these kids 
are out there, and they go from foster home to foster home. I 
was in Chicago not too long ago and a little boy, six years old, 
was in sixteen foster homes. Can you imagine that? I mean 
that's not fair. So that's what we're really trying to do and if 
we can get the federal government — that would really be a good 
example to put in for all the federal workers adoption benefits. 
Don't you think so?"

Wayne Thompson: "Thank you Mrs. Clinton for the opportunity 
to be a part of this historic day, and for your help in raising 
the awareness of the need for adoptions in our nation. The 
importance of adoption of children throughout our country can 
never be overstated. For these children are fortunate enough to 
have loving, permanent homes, in which they have been nurtured 
and cared for. They're led into adulthood with the support of 
parents which every child is entitled to and every child 
requires.

In our church, we have had over sixteen adoptions since my 
involvement in this worthwhile program. In fact, there's one 
little boy who thinks he's pastor. When he was adopted I noticed 
that — I always go to the door to greet the members as they 
leave — I noticed that my line was shorter than usual, and I 
became a little bit concerned. I looked around and saw him 
shaking hands. And he had been adopted by a single-parent, a 
young woman who was an accountant", so I went over to him and I 
said, 'Now listen, there are some ground rules in this church. 
I'm the pastor — and I shake everybody's hands so if you want to 
shake hands, come stand by me.' Well the brightness of his eyes
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Two out of three children who are waiting for adoption in 
this country have special-needs, making this federal guarantee 
more essential than every before. In the history of One Church- 
One Child, since 1980, more than 90,000 children have found homes 
through our congregations across this nation.

told the whole story. That where he had had no friends, no 
extended family, no church home, he was rejoicing, because now he 
had a new family and new friends.

We've had enormous success in placing children in our 
community in much needed adoptive homes. Many families, however, 
cannot adopt children without the help of the federal guarantee 
of financial assistance for every child and especially for 
special-needs children. This includes the children with Downs 
Syndrome and Cerebral Palsy and HIV AIDS and crack-cocaine 
addictive. These children are important too. And children are 
important to god and so our mission is one that we feel that we 
must continue to fight until the battle has been won.

The average family could not accept the responsibility for 
these children without the federal guarantee of financial 
assistance that is currently provided. This guarantee enables 
these families to care for children who would otherwise languish 
in the foster care system. And we are aware that there are 
welfare reform proposals that are pending now in Congress that 
would eliminate this much needed guarantee. And so our aim, and 
our struggle continues as we sound the alarm throughout our 
communities and from our pulpits, that there are children who are 
needed to be adopted, but that the government needs to accept the 
partnership which we offer. We offer it willingly. We offer it 
gladly.

We thank god for the vision of Father Clemence many years 
ago and we thank you, Mrs. Clinton, for the vision you've cast 
forth today, because with your support and the support of those 
who represent and make up our government, we know that the 
prayers of the righteous will be answered. And so we offer, in 
this partnership consortium, the prayers of many people who want 
children to have permanent loving homes. Many pastors who work 
in our programs have themselves, like me, become adoptive parents 
and so we know that we practice what we preach.
the children are the ones who get the blessing.

Again, thank you for making this a special day for children 
across this nation. We know that they long and deserve 
permanent, loving homes. And so that the need for further 
guaranteed federal protection most come and we believe with the 
help of god it will come. Thank you."
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First of all, I would like to say that if only everyone out 
there knew, how much joy and happiness Kayla and Terry have 
brought into me and my husband's life, everyone would be lined up 
at all adoption agencies everywhere to adopt a child.

After
I went to

I

Mrs. Marshall: "First of all, I'd like to thank Mrs. 
Clinton, Mr. Thomas and all others involved, for inviting my 
family to be a part of this special event for a very important 
issue.

She talked to us at lunch, she asked for our fruit that we 
didn't want. She wasn't shy at all. And so we knew that she was 
the one and we called the next day and said that we wanted to 
start our class immediately, we wanted to get her as soon as 
possible. After we adopted Terry, she wanted sisters and 
brothers and so we said, 'Hey, we're willing to go and adopt 
another.' So then, Kayla comes into our life and there's not a 
day that doesn't go by that she just makes us smile and laugh so

And if we had room in our home we would adopt 1,000 kids, 
no matter what race, what religion, color.
because children are our future.

They invited us to an adoption party in April of 1992. We 
were there for about an hour and there were hundreds of kids 
there from the ages of new-born to 7 years of age. We were there 
and we played with kids, we made balloons, we jumped rope and 
then all of a sudden, a little girl comes in. She was late. She 
came in and she had her little friend's hand and I looked at my 
husband and I said, 'Look at those jaws, I just love her.' When 
I first saw her, we knew that she was the one.

My husband and I have been married for 12 years, 
being married 9 years, we decided we wanted children, 
the doctor and found out that I wasn't able to have children, 
used to always watch a local spot on our local news program 
called, 'Wednesday's Child'. They highlight on children that are 
up for adoption and need homes. So we decided to call Franklin 
County Children's Services and see how we could go through the 
adoption process.

I remember when one day we didn't have kids, back when we 
didn't have kids, we adopted 15 children, nieces, nephews, 
neighbors' kids, and we went to the Ice Capades. We took up a 
whole row. We came back to our one bedroom apartment, we threw a 
big pajama party for 15 children. So, I mean, if we had room, we 
would adopt more, but we don't have the room in our home but we 
do have the room in our hearts. And we would like to let the 
kids know that are waiting for families and homes to keep the 
faith and with a little bit of help, hope and prayer, you'll all 
have a family and a home some day. Thank you."
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I want to live happy with my spirit so free. 
Only you can make it happen; when will it be?

I wrote a poem about waiting for a home and I would like to 
share it with you now:

Does anyone want me; it feels like three whole years. 
I am still waiting for you, I'm so close to tears.

My one wish that I hope to come true. 
Will you make my wish come true, will you?

Some of the kids have nowhere to go, so they just have to 
keep putting one foot in front of the other and hope for the best 
while making goals for themselves until they reach their 
destination.

I don't want to be here forever, I want a home. 
Please get me out of this system and out of this dome.

I would have a room that I could
I would have a family that I could love and would

My nerves cringe with excitement as I must wait. 
I don't know when it will happen, there is no date.

The other reasons that I want to be adopted is I would have 
a place that I could call home.
call my room.
love me back.

For most of them their destination is adoption. It is also 
one of mine. The reasons that I want to get adopted is usually 
if I want to go to the movies, I have to ask my house parents and 
they have to ask my village social worker who has to ask my 
social worker — and then it has to come back the same way. 1 
usually takes awhile. And if I want clothes, I have to ask my 
house parents who have to ask my Village social worker who has to 
ask my social worker. There is also paper work that needs to be 
done and that usually takes up to about three weeks.

We were placed in a shelter in Topeka, Kansas where we 
remained for a few nights before moving on to the villages. In 
the villages, I have two foster parents and there are nine other 
kids living with me. The foster parents try to help us feel good 
about ourselves and they try to help us with our problems and 
they do the best to find us all good homes that we will happy in.

Deanna Moppin: "My name is Deanna Lee Moppin. I have been 
in SRS custody ever since I was five years old. I was removed 
from my birth home because of sexual abuse. I was then placed in 
a new home where I remained for seven years, but then we seemed 
to have some problems so I was removed from that home along with 
two other of the girls that were in there.
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The papers are here, you have finally heard. 
I'd fly to you now if I were a bird.

One question left; Do we make a pair? 
Are you somebody who will really care?

My nerves boil with excitement I no longer wait. 
I know when it will happen and I do know the date.

I've always been hoping for this day to arrive. 
Without a good family I could not survive.

I hope you're the one for other choices have come.
I'll go through them all for my choice should not be dumb.

Mrs. Clinton: "I want to thank everyone who's here and all 
of the participants. I want to invite all of you into the State 
Dining Room where there will be a reception and some cookies and 
things for all of the children who have demonstrated 
extraordinary patience this afternoon. I just want to end with 
something that really, I think, echoes what everyone said. The 
primary responsibility for children lies with the parents and 
parents have the highest obligation to their own children and 
should do everything in their power to take care of those 
children. But sometimes for a lot of reasons that go back to the 
beginning of human history, that responsibility is not accepted. 
And then all the rest of us, I think, have the responsibility. 
We are a part of every child's family whether we acknowledge it 
or not. And so in any way that we can, we should try to accept 
that responsibility and give the love and attention that every 
child who was born deserves to have. And so that's what we hope 
the result of this National Adoption Month campaign will lead to 
— more and more Americans accepting responsibility for all our 
children. Thank you very much."
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Since Thanksgiving it's been a d � for me every day, we co�}d be I� s o_ur fir�t s:hnstmas as a 
whirlwind court sh, p between the t king large sums of money. family with a kid. 

le d .  d 
• , 1coup an their new aughtcr-♦ , 

They've spent weekends togetb- - c
cc shopping, watching movies, 
decorating gingerbread cookies 

{ and doing more shopping. 
Aside from Deanna's first bed­

room. she has new clothes ("not a 
whole new wardrobe," she said, 
"but close enough") and a pile of 
presents under the Christmas tree 
�Deanna s_aid it was '1weird" see-
1ng 'so many packages for her). 

1 On Saturday, Deanna, a tall, 
�If-conscious young woman, con­
fessed that she's still a little over­
whelmed with her new life.· 

· Although her adoption won' t be 
final for a few months, Deanna is 
lookfng forward to the day when 
everything feels normal. 

"I just think of myself as anoth- . 
er kid." 

Her new parents, however, are 
relishing their r6les, focusing ,. much of their energy on Deanna 
over the last month. 

•:1 keep seeing things (in stores) 
thal Deanna might like," Bob 
said. "I'm excited." 

Bob brags about Deanna's artis­
tic talents, boasting that she ,al•
most single-handedly decorated 

1 the Chdstmas tree. There's no
doubt that he's proud of Deanna 

I already .• 
1 "We want to encouraie her to 
4 develop her artistic abilities, which
• arc obvious," he said. "She can .,,,, 

sing and draw and write." 
, Deanna's not as confident of 
her talents, but she smiles shyly 
with the praise. 
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WENDY'S INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

November 17, 1995 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
First Lady of the United States 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

R. DAVID THOMAS
S,,,,O, Olarrmon ol .,, Boan/ & Fourtdrr 

Thank you for hosting such a terrific event at the White House to help us raise 
awareness about the thousands of children awaiting homes and families in 
America. The childrer1 and families that attended felt very special and really 
enjoyed themselves-and I did, too! 

I know you care deeply about these children, and I agree with you that the best 
place for children is with permanent families, not in temporary foster care. I also 

agree that families play an important role in each child's development, and 
greatly impact what they will eventually contribute to our nation's future. It is 
public-private partnerships, and innovative programs like some of the ones you 
highlighted, that will make a difference in the months and years to come. 

Mrs. Clinton, initial media reports indicate that you brought the issues facing 
adoptable children to the nation in a very big way on Monday. I really appreciate 
your taking the time and making the commitment to use the power of the White 
House in such an effective and productive way. It was a wonderful thing that 
you did for these young people. 

Thanks again for your help. We look forward to working with you in the future on 
developing focused, effective adoption programs that will make a difference. If, 
through this simple act, we can find a home and love for just one child, we will 
have been successful. 

Best wishes to you and your family for the holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

• o4AJL.,,.
R. David Thomas

4288 WEST DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD. DUBLIN, OHIO 43017 TELEPHONE (614) 764-3100 
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December 19, 1995

With warm regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Hillary Rouham Clinton

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTON

I hope there is some way to minimize the heartbreak for both 
the adoptive parents and the babies who have been bonding with 
them, in some cases for months. I understand that our embassy 
has been in contact with your judicial authorities in Asuncion 
and I know that our diplomats are prepared to cooperate in any 
way to move the adoption process forward.

The President and I wish you and President Wasmosy a 
wonderful holiday season and all success in 1996. Thank you 
again for your leadership and gracious hospitality during the 
First Ladies hemispheric meeting in October.

/I am writing to you on behalf of a group of American parents 
now in Asuncidn trying to adopt Paraguayan children, many of whom 
have written to me about their personal concerns. As mothers, we 
both understand the strong urge of these adoptive parents to 
unite their families in this holiday season. But as spouses of 
Presidents, the intervening political and judicial realities are 
not lost on us either. I hope that there is some middle ground 
that will allow the authorities in your country to process as 
many legal adoptions as possible in the coming weeks.

As I understand the situation, approximately fifty American 
adoption cases are in the final stages of the judicial process at 
the moment. However, in connection with Paraguay's admirable 
judicial reform, many of these cases have recently been delayed. 
As the judicial summer recess approaches, the adoptive American 
parents face the prospect of putting their babies back into 
foster care, perhaps for months, and returning to the United 
States alone.

Maria Teresa Carrasco de Wasmosy
Mburuvicha Roga
Asuncidn, Paraguay

Dear Mrs../Wasmosy,
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2. REF A AND PREVIOUS REPORTED THE SERIOUS BOTTLENECK OF 
U.S. ADOPTION CASES IN PARAGUAY AROUND CHRISTMAS. WITH 
THE NEARLY 2-MONTH PAARGUAYAN JUDICIAL RECESS LOOMING,
70-PLUS AMERICAN ADOPTIVE PARENTS IN ASUNCION APPEALED TO 
THE EMBASSY FOR HELP.

1. SUMMARY. A WELL-TIMED LETTER FROM FIRST LADY HILLARY 
RODHAM CLINTON, INTENSE LOBBYING BY THE EMBASSY AND 
TIRELESS WORK FROM OUR CONSULAR SECTION RESULTED IN A 
RECORD 90 ADOPTIONS COMPLETED UNDER THE WIRE BEFORE THE 
PARAGUAYAN JUDICIAL SUMMER RECESS. THIS OUTCOME IS A 
CREDIT TO USG ADVOCACY FOR AMERICANS ABROAD AND A GENUINE 
HAPPY ENDING FOR THE ADOPTIVE PARENTS. NEVERTHELESS, THE 
PARAGUAYAN ADOPTION SYSTEM IS STILL FRUSTRATING AND 
UNPREDICTABLE. WE WILL CONTINUE TO NEED DEPARTMENT HELP 
TO GET THAT WORD OUT TO THE AGENCIES AND TO THE ADOPTIVE 
PARENTS. END SUMMARY.

12958: N/A
TAGS: CVIS, PREL, PA
SUBJECT: PARAGUAYANS DELIVER RECORD ADOPTIONS BEFORE

JUDICIAL RECESS: A HAPPY ENDING, BUT PROBLEMS 
REMAIN
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6. INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS IN PARAGUAY ARE TERRIBLY 
COMPLICATED AND THE FRUSTRATION LEVEL OF AMERICAN 
ADOPTIVE PARENTS GENERALLY RUNS FROM HIGH TO OFF THE 
SCALE. THIS EPISODE ENDED WELL. HOWEVER, WE CANNOT 
REALISTICALLY SUSTAIN THE LEVEL OF PRESSURE ON THE GOP 
APPLIED IN THE LAST 10 DAYS OF DECEMBER. FURTHERMORE, 
THE PARAGUAYANS ARE TRYING TO CLEAN UP THE ADOPTION 
PROCESS, IN PART, BECAUSE WE HAVE ASKED THEM TO. SOME 
DEGREE OF CHAOS WILL INEVITABLY PLAGUE THE REFORM EFFORT 
AND THIS WILL NOT BE LOST ON AMERICAN ADOPTIVE PARENTS. 
POST WILL CONTINUE TO NEED DEPARTMENT'S HELP IN WARNING 
AGENCIES AND PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENTS ABOUT THE 
DELAYS AND FRUSTRATIONS OF ADOPTING IN PARAGUAY.

PRESIDENT WASMOSY, SUPREME COURT PRESIDENT PACIELLO AND 
WITH EVERY MEMBER OF THE APELLATE JUVENILE COURT.
4. HOWEVER, IT WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY A PERSONAL LETTER 
FROM FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON TO MRS. WASMOSY 
(REF. B) WHICH MOVED THE ADOPTIONS ISSUE TO THE FRONT 

BURNER. ACTIVE FOLLOW-UP ON THE PARAGUAYAN SIDE BY MRS. 
WASMOSY'S CHIEF OF STAFF, LEILA RACHID, WAS ALSO A KEY 
FACTOR IN MOVING NOT ONLY THE COURTS, BUT ALSO THE CIVIL 
REGISTRY AND GOP PASSPORT OFFICE.

5. BY THE DECEMBER 31 DEADLINE, THE COURTS HAD SIGNED OUT 
90 ADOPTION DECREES FOR U.S. CITIZEN PARENTS. THE
EMBASSY CONSULAR SECTION HANDLED 25 PERCENT OF THE ENTIRE 
YEAR'S ADOPTIONS IN A WEEK, AND DID SO WITH EQUANIMITY 
AND PROFESSIONALISM -- DESITE FURLOUGHS AND NO PAY.
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As delivered 

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

REMARKS TO THE SIXTH CONFERENCE OF 

WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND OF GOVERNMENTS OF THE AMERICAS 

LA PAZ, BOLIVIA 

DECEMBER 3, 1996 

President and Mrs. Sanchez de Lozada, First Ladies and 

special envoys representing the nations of the Western 

Hemisphere, and distinguished guests: 

It is a great pleasure for me to be in La Paz and to join 

you for this annual conference. I particularly want to thank 

Mrs. Sanchez de Lozada for her leadership on behalf of women -­

especially her work to promote safe motherhood, education, and to 

reduce domestic violence -- and for extending to all of us a warm 

welcome this week. 

I know that, as in the past, this gathering will provide new 

insights and fresh inspiration as we work to expand opportunities 

for women, children, and families in North, Central, South 

America and the Caribbean region. I am also pleased to note that 

Vice President Gore will be in Santa Cruz in a few days 

representing the United States government at what promises to be 

a significant hemispheric meeting on sustainable development. 

This is my first trip to Bolivia, but I have long felt a 

special connection to this country. Little Rock, the capital of 

my home state of Arkansas, is a sister city of Santa Cruz in what 

is called the Eastern Bolivia-Arkansas partnership. This 

partnership has initiated cultural, professional and health 

exchanges that have benefitted the people in both of our 

countries. So I am especially delighted finally to be in Bolivia 

after all these years. 

Many Bolivians have made their mark on my country. I am 

proud to say that President Clinton named a woman who was born 

and raised here in La Paz, Maria Otero, to be the Chair of the 



Board of the Inter-American Foundation. That foundation funds 

grassroots development in the region, and Maria is with me today. 

I'm also pleased to be here at a time of such hope and 

promise for women, children and families across the Americas and 

around the world. A few days ago, I returned from a trip with my 

husband to Australia, the Philippines and Thailand, and at each 

stop I had the chance to talk to diverse groups of women -- from 

government leaders to grassroots activists to teenage school 

girls. And I was reminded once again, no matter where we find 

ourselves in the world today, our aspirations and concerns are 

fundamentally the same. 

Thanks in part to the agenda set at the United Nations Fourth 

World Conference on Women in Beijing, as well as the conferences 

of this group in Miami, and Asuncion and elsewhere, the status of 

women is improving in many countries. 

In the Philippines last week, I had the opportunity along 

with Mrs. Frei to speak to 15,000 women and girls in Manila. 

Some had traveled for days by boat and car to celebrate the 

Beijing Agenda and just as we are doing today, they came together 

to renew their commitment to women's rights -- and to ensure that 

every woman and girl has access to the tools of opportunity: 

health care, education, jobs and credit, legal protections and 

the right to participate fully in the political life of their 

countries. 

In the 15 months since Beijing, we have seen advances on 

every continent. In country after country, governments, non­

governmental organizations, businesses and corporations, and 

individual citizens are beginning to recognize that elevating the 

status of women and girls in society is essential to progress and 

prosperity. That is the same whether we are talking about the 

East, the West, the North or the South; there is a growing 

appreciation of women's contributions inside and outside of the 

home - and a greater understanding that everyone in society 

benefits when women are allowed to claim the political, economic, 

social, and civic power they are due. 

The Western Hemisphere is no exception. In Panama, the 

family code has been reformed, giving women more say in alimony, 

child support and child custody cases. The country's new Law 27 
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on Intra-Family Violence criminalizes certain forms of domestic 

violence. In Colombia, men and women now have equal weight in 
determining divorce. In El Salvador and Peru, new institutions 
have been established to address issues relating to women's 

development. In Guatemala, a national university has created 

scholarships for indigenous women to study political science. 

Jamaica's Gold Street Program, which addresses teen violence 
and adolescent pregnancy, has become a model that the United 

States is using to confront the same issues in the city of 
Baltimore. In Brazil, women are now entitled to free breast and 

uterine exams. And in Chile, the government has committed itself 
to tackling AIDS and adolescent pregnancies and to expanding 
educational opportunities for girls. And here in Bolivia, as 
part of the President's plans, the Plan de Todos, special efforts 

are being made to reach out to the indigenous population. 

From the northernmost reaches of Canada to the southern tip 
of South America, women are pushing governments to lift the veil 
of secrecy that for too long has concealed the tragic crime of 

domestic violence. I mentioned the legal advances in Panama. 
Another ground-breaking domestic violence law was passed in 

Ecuador, creating Family Courts that are empowered to separate an 

abusive spouse from the home. In Costa Rica, police officers 
receive special training on how to handle domestic violence 

cases. In my own country we recently launched a national hotline 
for victims of domestic violence which has already received 

50,000 calls. 

Looking across our region, we also see progress on the goals 
that this group outlined at our previous meetings. Those goals 
to eliminate measles from the hemisphere, reduce maternal 
mortality, and promote education reform are making progress. 
Since 1995, our region has witnessed a 63 percent decline in 
measles. We have seen the Partnership for the Revitalization of 
Education in the Americas launch new efforts to expand 
educational opportunities in six countries. And while the tragic 
problem of maternal mortality continues to haunt us, we know that 

progress will come if we focus more energy and resources on this 
issue. 

It is clear that pioneering efforts are underway across the 

Americas to improve conditions for women and girls. Earlier 
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today in La Paz, I visited with Ximena, Banco Sol, the only 

commercial bank in the world and the largest that specializes in 

microenterprise right here. I spoke to women whose lives had 

been transformed because they had received a modest loan to start 

selling vegetables in the market, to start making skirts. Not 

only had they become economically self-sufficient, they had begun 

to lift their families out of poverty and improve the economies 

of their communities. We met one woman in the market who is 

caring for her six orphan grandchildren because of the loans that 

she had received. I have seen the same encouraging results at 

FINCA, a micro-lending enterprise that I visited in Managua, 

Nicaragua. I've visited a comparable enterprise in Santiago and 

I have seen it in my own country. 

In La Paz today I also visited new and expectant mothers at 

a primary health care center run by an NGO, PROSALUD. The 28 

PROSALUD clinics offer prenatal care and family planning services 

that have resulted in safer pregnancies and deliveries and, in 

some cases, have saved lives. 

This is but one piece of the nationwide effort here in 

Bolivia to promote safe motherhood and family planning so that 

women and girls are educated about their own health and their own 

reproductive options. 

Although the rate is far too high, Bolivia's success over the 

past five years at reducing maternal mortality offers a model for 

the world of how one nation has responded to a serious health 

crisis and galvanized the government, non-governmental 

organizations, and the medical communities. I wish to commend 

the President and the Vice President for their leadership in 

this very important effort. 

It is worth noting that Bolivia undertook this campaign not 

only as a way to reduce maternal mortality, but also to reduce 

the increasing rate of abortion. Without access to family 

planning, women often turn in desperation to illegal, unsafe 

abortion procedures that account for half of all maternal deaths 

in this country. Deaths from abortion complications are 

responsible for from 30 to 70 percent of maternal mortality in 

our hemisphere, depending on the country. 
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Here, in Brazil, and in other places around the globe, I have 

seen examples of how investments in family planning improve 

maternal health and the well-being of families as well as reduce 

the number of abortions. The United States has supported family 

planning efforts, including Bolivia's. However, as you may know, 

some members of the United States Congress have voted to limit 

American support for family planning initiatives. My husband's 

Administration remains committed to encouraging a continuation of 

these investments, which represent a sensible, cost-effective and 

long-range strategy for improving women's health and for lowering 

the rate of abortion. And for my part, I will certainly remember 

and share the powerful stories I have heard around the world to 

explain why these programs are critical. 

Education is also critical. It is inextricably tied to how 

women and children achieve progress. Children of illiterate 

mothers are twice as likely to die as those with mothers who are 

educated. So our efforts across the Western Hemisphere to 

educate girls and mothers will have a profound and concrete 

effect on women's health. The better educated a girl or woman 

is, the healthier she is. The healthier she is, the healthier 

her family is. And all of society stands to gain. 

While some may dismiss the achievements of this conference 

and the conferences before or of the Beijing Agenda as merely 

"women's issues" that have no place on the front-burner of global 

politics, I believe that you here in Bolivia, and certainly your 

President and Vice President understand how they are part of 

sustainable development and progress. They represent a balancing 

of power that is just as crucial to the endurance of democracy as 

issues like trade, diplomacy and national security. Democracy, 

after all, requires the full participation of all citizens, 

including women. 

And today, we can take heart knowing that democracy has 

replaced dictatorship around the world and virtually throughout 

our own hemisphere. Building and sustaining democracy has always 

required a balance of power, a balance of public power, private 

economic power, and the power of civic society, those formal and 

informal networks that bring people together. It is the balance 

of power that Bolivia has incorporated into its Popular 

Participation Law, and by doing so, insured the further success 

of democracy. Whether we succeed at achieving the balance of 
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power is particularly important for women who despite the strides 
we have made, still find their voices silenced and their 

potential stymied in too many parts of the world. In country 
after country -- from the most advanced democracies to those 

newly emerging, from the most dynamic free market economies to 
those struggling in the face of rapid global change -- women are 
still striving to define and attain their rightful place in 
government, the economy, the civil society and throughout their 
lives. 

Women are seeking balance in their lives and in their 
societies, and I am heartened that civic education is on the 
agenda of this conference. Teaching people about democratic 

values and the importance of their participation in the political 
process is critical to·sustaining democracy. When we look at 
what is happening in our hemisphere, when I look at what is 
happening in my own country, I see that the voices and votes of 
women can make a difference. If all of us believe in the God­
given potential of each human being, then all of us should do 
what we can in our own ways and our own roles to further those 
voices and that potential. 

For all of the challenges that confront us on the eve of 
this new century I am optimistic about our future. I am 

optimistic about our hemisphere and about our capacity to meet 
those challenges. And certainly, if there is one vision that 
should guide us, it is that of the young people who rely on us to 
leave them a world that encourages their dreams, nurtures their 
talents and respects their choices. That is really why we are 
gathered today -- most of us in this auditorium have made most of 
the choices we will make that will determine the course of our 

lives. It is up to us to determine how we provide the same 
opportunities for all of our sons and daughters. 

Building a better future for children, women, men, and 
families in the Western Hemisphere is not just the opportunity of 
government, it is the responsibility of all of us. And I thank 
you very much for being part of meeting that responsibility and 
challenge. 

6 



This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library’s Research Room.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker



’V
cc 'J

w

> 1

Z

□
Z

*

o
H

O
*-z <1

X ■ * ■
. Sis

FGO
\r,s*'-‘f!►

YA J►
O

X

iZ

o
w
o k

U-J

■

Magazine
*

*

fe.

>
H

The Health 
of Nations

I

H

K5>

IL.

R

<

J

Hillary Rodham Clinton 

talks to GW’s 

graduating class about 

health care and 

family in a changing 

America. Page 10.

k 4^

l.s r

1

\

Z 1

aw 1 
A .

^5®

-

IP

\
\



Ip

1

/-

The President’s Committee would like to share with you excerpts from recent speeches by the 
President and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton addressing the importance of the arts and 
culture for individuals and our society. Mrs. Clinton serves as Honorary Chair of the 

President’s Committee.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
PRESIDENT'S AND 
FIRST LADY'S 
RECENT SPEECHES

EXCERPTS FROM THE FIRST LADY'S SPEECH AT THE 125 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AT THE METROPOLITAN 

MUSEUM OF ART, JUNE 6, 1995:

...For all we celebrate tonight, I must say, though, it is 
something of a bittersweet moment for those of us who 
care deeply about the arts in our country. Because, there 
is, as you know well, a movement underway to under­
mine the cultural traditions that all of you in this room 
are upholding by your presence tonight.

It is sad that there are those among us who do not 
appreciate what this Museum represents - what it stands 
for. And who more than that, do not understand that 
our democracy depends upon culture. We are witness­
ing a full-scale assault on public support of the arts which 
in many ways is misguided and misinformed. One of 
the great accomplishments of the arts in America, is that 
it truly has become part of the public domain.

...I would argue strongly, that, contrary to those who 
say, “Public support for the arts is a luxury we can no 
longer afford,” that it is, instead, a necessity for the 
continuing strength and vitality of our community of 
culture in this country.

EXCERPT FROM THE PRESIDENT'S GREETING TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL ARTS 

AGENCIES MEETING IN SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, JUNE 9TH, 1995.

■■•At a time when government support for the arts is
• _• . bong challenged as never before, my Administration is

committed to preserving America’s artistic traditions. 
Our budget proposal maintains our strong support for 
the National Endowment for the Arts so that it can carry 
on the essential work of inspiring all Americans to 
celebrate our nation’s rich cultural heritage. The 
revitalized President’s Committee on the Arts and the 
Humanities is working to strengthen these efforts by 
encouraging partnerships among Federal agencies and by 
striving to stimulate private sector participation.

Photo: Elisa Komins

EXCERPT FROM THE FIRST LADY'S 

REMARKS AT THE OPENING OF THE 

2OTH CENTURY SCULPTURE EXHIBIT 

IN THE FIRST LADY'S GARDEN, MAY 

15TH, 1995:

At a time of great debate about 
the role of art in society, I am 
particularly pleased that we can 
showcase American art and artists 
at the White House. The Presi­
dent and I have always believed 
that art is not a marginal part of 
our culture nor a luxury that 
should only be accessible to those 
who can afford it. Art evokes our 
emotions and provokes our ideas. 
It enlarges our understanding of 
the world around us. It tells us 
who we are and what we can be 
and it ought to be experienced and 
shared by all Americans.

Photo: The VTiite House

FIRST LADY HILLARY 

RODHAM CLINTON'S 

OPINION EDITORIAL 

PIECE, "ARTS FOR 

OUR SAKE," IN THE 

NEW YORK TIMES, 
JUNE 21, 1995.

I find it ironic that those 

who talk the loudest about

America’s loss of civility, 

character and values 

(particularly those arising 

from Western civilization) 

are often the first to 

recommend obliterating the 

agencies responsible for 

promoting ... programs that 

make Sophocles,

Shakespeare, Mozart 

and O’Keefe available to 

our children.
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— The Old Executive Office Building, The 
West Wing, The White House. They say to 
me every day as I walk through the doors, 
this is a very special country, because the 
people who came before cared enough to 
think about the designs of the buildings they 
lived and worked in....

First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton and PCAH 

Chairman John Brademas,
December 2, 1994. 
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EXCERPTS FROM REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY 

TO THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE,

DECEMBER 2, 1994:

As the President said earlier this fall, 
government provides only a small measure of 
support for the humanities and the arts, but 
that small investment reaps enormous rewards 
in human institutions and organizations

without which we would all be so much poorer. That fedeal support is like yeast: it helps 
grow the local and state support for the arts, it encourages private philanthropy, it gives voice 
to the many people who see the arts and humanities from different points of view but find 
common ground in their commitment to supporting the richness that we have in our country. 

... I truly believe this Committee has tremendous potential to help provide healthful and 
productive outlets for young Americans and I believe those outlets can, in many ways, help to 
change fives. Many years ago when I was working with my husband on education reform, 
one of the strongest feelings I had was that we needed to require that the arts be a part of all 
school curricula and that every child have at least one chance, however fleeting, to be exposed 
to the rich artistic traditions of our land. We were able to do that but at the time I remember 
many conversations with people who would ask, “Why the arts? why the humanities? That’s 
not practical. That won’t make a difference.” And then, I would go through the halls of 
schools in small, small towns, and I would see the art work of the students proudly displayed. I 
would be introduced to the young boy or young girl who had written the essay that everyone 
was proud of. I would meet the child who no one could reach but all of a sudden that child 
began to draw and was encouraged by the teacher who stayed after school to help. And I 
would turn to the adults who were with me from the community, and I would say, “That is 
why every child needs the chance to explore for him- or herself what the arts can mean in that 

child’s fife.”

I

EXCERPTS FROM REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

AT THE NATIONAL DESIGN AWARDS, MARCH 9, 1995:

...The GSA, in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts, deserves great credit 
for encouraging creative design in our nation’s infrastructure. Together they have encouraged 
preeminent national designers to participate in this process. These kinds of public-private 
partnerships are essential to bringing out the best, not only in government, but also in the 

private sector.
As the world’s leading purchaser of design services, the Federal government should be the 

leader in fostering design excellence. Good design can affect our lives by beautifying our 
surroundings, improving our productivity and helping to affect positive social change. Too 
often we take our surroundings for granted. Too often we forget that the spaces we work in 
influence the way we live and do our jobs, the way we interact with each other, how we 
enjoy our days. I am lucky enough to be spending my days in very beautiful Federal buildings
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THE WHITE HOUSE

July 13, 1995

Dear Penny:

With appreciation and warm regards, I remain

Sincerely yours.

Hillary Rodhaim Clinton

cc:

[elanne Verveer, Deputy Chief of Staff

Hon. John Brademas, Chair
President's Committee on the Arts & Humanities

Thank you for your thoughtful letter following the 
op-ed piece. I was glad the opportunity presented itself to 
make that statement and appreciate hearing from you.

I am delighted to learn of the Knight Foundation's 
grant to the President's Committee and the Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund match. Everyone on the Committee is thrilled 
with the news. I know the study will contribute greatly to 
our efforts to look at arts funding in new and different ways.

Ms. Penelope McPhee, President 
Grantmakers in the Arts
c/o John S. & James L. Knight Foundation
2 South Biscayne Boulevard
Miami, Florida 33131-1803
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June 21, 1995

Dear Hillary:

-Penelope McPlree
President

Although complex and fraught with practical and political problems, this idea seemed interesting 
enough to warrant gathering more information in an effort to determine whether it's worth 
pursuing.

Bravo! Thanks for the very thoughtful op-ed piece about the necessity for continued public 
support of the arts in today's New York Times. With the continuing assaults on public funding 
for so many important programs, your advocacy for this issue is even more meaningful. Those of 
us in the trenches are truly appreciative.

Ms. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

You will be interested to learn that the Knight Foundation's board approved a grant yesterday to 
the President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities for $25,000 for a study to determine 
the feasibility of establishing a "true" arts endowment with proceeds generated by an extension of 
the current copyright term. I understand from Ellen Lovell that the Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
has agreed to match the Knight grant.

Again, my sincere thanks for your vocal support of the arts. Please let me know how I can be of 
service as Congress continues its attack on the NEA budget.

Telephone 305/539-0009
Facsimile 305/530-1534

GRANTMAKERS IN THE ARTS

c/o John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
One Biscayne Tower
2 South Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 3800
Miami, FL 33131-1803
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October 7, 1995 

Mrs. Hilary Rodham Clinton 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

THEODORE SIKEL 
94 HONEY HILL ROAD 
WILTON, CT 06897 

I have meant to write to you for some weeks now. Being occupied as an artist I was 

prevented from doing so: but, since it was pressing on my conscience I am writing 

now. 

I have read your remarks relating to the NEA which you made at the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art in New York as reported in the New York Times. Needless to say, I 

am in full agreement with all you expressed, not merely because I am an artist 

myself; not merely because I seek to serve the artistic community by asking for 

continued support from our government; and lastly not merely because I'm a former 

member of the National Council on the Arts who was intimately connected with the 

process of furnishing such support to the arts. Mine is not a self-serving quest for 

I myself am one of the lucky few who has never had to avail himself of government 

resources to make ends meet. But hundreds, indeed thousands, of my colleagues in 

all facets of the arts cannot function in a world which forces them to seek· their 

livelihood elsewhere and maintain at one and the same time a concentrated quality 

output in the arts. For many years it was a matter of deep regret to me that, as 

president of the Actors union, I occupied a leadership position in a field populated 

by full-time waiters and taxi drivers and only part-time actors. None of this 

bespoke their quality and talent as artists, but merely a world which forces them 

to feed their own and their family's mouths with other means than their art. There 

is no self-respecting Western country which did not and does not furnish support 
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for the arts. Indeed, on a per capita basis, countries much poorer than ours do so tc 

a far great extent. 

It is daunting to see the NEA whose budget -· compared to the national mammoth 

one -- is Infinitesimal, being dictated to by some lawmakers who make political 

hay by focusing on a target they see as vulnerable. When the Endowment was 

established the legislation spelled out that there was to be no interference with 

artistic decisions which were to be left to the adjudication of peer panels and the 

National Council. These were charged with responsibility to look at artistic 

excellence in the first place, to fiscal responsibility by grant recipients in the 

second and into politics not at all. We have come to a sad state when senators who 

have never been known to ever visit an art gallery make pronouncements on 

paintings and sculpture or congressmen who are tone-deaf meddle in music. 

In the prevailing atmosphere it is most heartening to see how courageously and 

adamantly you support the arts and humanities without which we would surely be 

thrown back into an era of barbarism which we thought long ago to have left behind. 

With best wishes, 

Theodore Sikel 

P.S.: I was so very pleased that you and Chelsea were able to come to the last

matinee of FIDDLER in Washington. My cast and I only regretted the fact that your

schedule did not permit you to come backstage.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 1995

Arts for Our Sake
By Hillary Rodham Clinton

T

that public support for the arts is a 
down payment on our future. It is an 
investment in the values we claim to 
honor and in the cultural traditions in 
which democracy has flourished for 
218 years. Now is no time to turn our 
backs on that legacy or its promiseD

Hillary Rodham Clinton is honorary 
chairwoman of the President’s Com­
mittee on the Arts and Humanities. 
This article is based on her remarks 
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
earlier this month.

public domain, accessible to all and 
capable of encouraging every per­
son’s artistic expression and sensi­
bility.

The National Endowment for the 
Arts, in partnership with individuals, 
corporations, foundations and other 
patrons of the arts, has helped trans-

. Cutting support 
. fortheN.E.A. 
will hurt children.

stand better the complexities of life 
and gives us a bridge to the world 
preceding and surrounding us. Most 
important, exposure to our cultural 
traditions enriches the lives of our 
children.

Too often, we see children who, 
instead of discovering the joys of 
painting, music, sculpting or writing, 
express themselves through acts of 
frustration and even violence. The • 
arts offer an alternative to the more 
disturbing elements of our popular 
culture, and a safe haven that allows 
children to explore their creative po­
tential, transporting them beyond 
the bounds of their difficult circum­
stances. Their exposure to the roots 
and diverse richness of human civili­
zation will enhance their understand­
ing of their own heritage and the 
world in which they live.

Clearly our nation faces difficult

^■"^■■^his is an ominous time 
A I Afor those of us who 

care deeply about the 
arts in America. A 

■ misguided, misin- 
,, formed effort to elimi­

nate public support for the arts not 
only threatens irrevocable damage 
to.our cultural institutions but also to 
our sense of ourselves and what we 
stand for as a people.

One of the great successes of the 
arts in America is that they are not 
the preserve of any “cultural elite.” 
Through museums, libraries, 
schools, dance companies and con­
certs, the arts are truly part of the

the arts disappears, those most af- I 
fected will not be the richest Ameri- ; 
cans but the millions of citizens who ' 
rely on the N.E.A. to bring the arts to i 
their local schools and communities.

I find it ironic that those who talk 
the loudest about America’s loss of 
civility, character and values (par­
ticularly those arising from Western 
civilization) are often the first to 
recommend obliterating the agen­
cies responsible for promoting and 
arts programs that make Sophocles, ■ 
Shakespeare, Mozart and O’Keefe 
available to our children.

They fail to appreciate what every 
generation of Americans has intu­
itively known — that the artistic 
imagination is critical to our civiliza­
tion and our democracy. They forget 
the prescient words of John Adams: 
"I must study politics and war that 
my sons may havejiberty to study 

mathematics and philosophy. My 
sons ought to study mathematics and 
philosophy ... in order to give their 
children a right to study painting, 
poetry, music.”

The power of the arts is not simply 
to provide pleasant esthetics but to 
help move us forward as a democra­
cy. Human expression, as conveyed 
through the arts, enables us to under-

- i
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form whole communities by bringing
the arts and artists to millions who
otherwise might never have had the
opportunity to explore first-hand our
shared artistic heritage.

The President has shown that we
can balance the budget over the next
10 years without undermining our
commitment to the arts. The N.EA.
budget accounts for less than 0.02
percent of the Federal budget. Elimi­
nating this small but vital agency
would have grave consequences for
local economies. Federal support for
the arts helps attract tourists, stimu­
late business, expand the tax base
and improve the quality of life — a
huge return on a small investment

Despite a 30-year bipartisan com­
mitment to the arts, there are those
who argue that public support is a
luxury we can no longer afford. They
mistakenly suggest that the arts are
enjoyed only by a small, wealthy

, choicel.*Bu7^'ihrrheroric“heats''7p 

over the role of government in our 
> society, I hope we will remember
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