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“If there is one message that echoes forth from this conference,
it is that human rights are womens rights—
and women rights are human rights.”





























































































































































REMARKS AT MARCH 26, 1995 LUNCHEON HOSTED BY PRIME
MINISTER BENAZIR BHUTTO IN HONOR OF FIRST LADY HILLARY
RODHAM CLINTON

PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO:
Mrs. Clinton, distinguished friends:

It is an honor for me as a democratically elected woman Prime Minister of a
Muslim nation to welcome the First Lady to Pakistan and to South Asia. It is
also an honor for me as a Harvard woman to greet a daughter of Yale.
(Laughter.) For over two years, I and the rest of the people of Pakistan have
been utterly fascinated by the First Lady’s heroic efforts to redefine the role of
women in America, to substantively reswucture the responsibilities of the office
of First Lady, and to provide caring and sensitive leadership on the key social
issues of the modern era. Women who take on tough issues and stake out new
territory are often on the receiving end of ignorance. I can personally attest to
that. Mrs. Clinton, I think you and I both should recall the words of Lady
Margaret Thatcher who once said, "if a woman is tough, she is strident, but if
a man is tough, gosh, he’s a great leader. (Laughter.) Mrs. Clinton, to me
and to the people of Pakistan, you are both tough and a great leader -- a great
leader for the cause of health care, a great leader for the cause of children, a
great leader for investing in the future, and a great leader and a great role
model to girls and to women all over this planet. When we were reelected to
office seventeen months ago, we too made a frontal assault on institutional
discrimination against women in our society. We have guaranteed that at least
ten percent of all federal bureaucratic jobs will be reserved for the women of
Pakistan. And we have established a women’s development bank for small,
female entrepreneurs, a bank run by women for women, where men can keep
their money but cannot borrow. We have established special women’s police
stations, police stations for women staffed by women for domestic violence
directed against women. And for the first time in the history of our nation,
women jurists are being appointed to the highest courts in our land. Last year I
appeared before the United Nations Conference on Population and Development
in Cairo and said to the assembled delegates, "I dream of a Pakistan, of an
Asia, of a world where every pregnancy is planned and every child conceived
is natured, loved, educated and supported." These were not idle words. My
government plans to train a hundred thousand lady health workers to teach
family planning and maternal health so that women can make the most
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Since her March 1995 visit here, Pakistanis have consistently expressed great admiratjon and
respect for Mrs. Clinton. The largest circulation English-language daily "Dawn" carries her
weekly syndicated column. Mrs. Clinton's slide presentation and call for improved
understanding of Islam was a story the Pakistani press could not resist.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 21, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON IA{ZC,/

CC: SECRETARY OF STATE WARREN CHRISTOPHER
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR TONY LAKE
USAID ADMINISTRATOR BRIAN ATWOOD

SUBJECT: REPORT ON LATIN AMERICA TRAVEL
OCTOBER 12-17, 1995

Thank you for asking me to travel to Latin America.
The purpose of my six-day visit to Nicaragua, Chile, Brazil
and Paraguay was to advance the Administration’s goals to
alleviate poverty; promote universal, quality education;
provide wider access to health care; and protect the rights
of women and children throughout the Western Hemisphere.
These United States goals were endorsed in Miami at the
Summit of the Americas by the hemisphere’s thirty-four
democratic leaders and addressed directly by the
hemisphere's First Ladies at the Symposium on Children.

During the trip, I stressed that only with persistent
progress on social goals will the region be able to attain
and sustain democracy and economic prosperity. This message
was received with enthusiasm. I sensed a real commitment to
tackle difficult but critical social issues and saw
firsthand the region's incredible recent progress. As I
traveled, I found that representatives of the entire
political spectrum -- even in countries with a recent
history of severe political polarization like Nicaragua and
Chile -- now understand the compelling arguments for social
progress. Media coverage on this message was universally
positive.

Political leaders repeatedly made reference to the
commitments made in Miami. This is particularly true for
the social issues. The Latin American representatives had
pushed the hardest in the preparatory sessions leading up to
Miami for a strong focus on poverty eradication. It was in
fact the Central Americans, working with a hemispheric
coalition of private-sector and NGO leaders, who first
proposed what became the Summit’s initiative on women's



rights. There were also repeated references to the United
Nation's Fourth World Conference on Women and the issues of
the Conference -- microenterprise; comprehensive health
care, including family planning; education; programs that
value women as full and equal partners in society; freedom
from violence; full political participation for women.
These themes were underscored again and again.

Schedule of Speeches and Site Visits

In each country, through public remarks and site
visits, I sought to focus attention on one or more critical
social issues:

Nicaragua

In Nicaragua, I focused on the theme of the rights of
women and children. President Violeta Chamorro had been the
leading sponsor of the Summit’s initiative on women's
rights. In an economically depressed barrio, I visited a
community-run bank which makes small loans to women
microentrepreneurs. There, I observed the transforming
impact that credit has had on lives and livelihoods. I also
visited a primary health care clinic which is part of
Nicaragua‘’s new decentralized public health delivery systemn,
and I engaged in a discussion with patients and staff. Both
of these projects are supported by USAID. My speech in
Nicaragua drew linkages between social investments and
durable democracy through the metaphor of family:

"We see that through better health, education, and
good jobs, women are building stronger families. We
see that through democratic reconciliation and invest-
ments in people, Nicaragua is building a stronger
national family. And we see that, as the Nicaraguan
family unites and your economy grows, your nation will
continue to be a vital partner in building a
hemispheric family of democracies."

I also had the opportunity to visit with President
Chamorro at her residence and talk informally with her about
Nicaragua and its challenges. Mrs. Chamorro hosted a
luncheon to which she invited members of her Cabinet,
particularly those who oversee social programs.

Chile

In Chile, my focus was the value of education and
educational reform. I visited a World Bank-supported model
vocational training school, where I saw a demonstration of
education through computers and learned of plans to equip
the schools with interlinking technology. As an example of
Chile's education reform agenda, I was told of a proposal to



keep the schools open on weekends to allow children to
pursue interests and help parents who are working. Mrs.
Frei introduced me to her work with publicly-funded
foundations which serve poor families by providing head-
start-like day care and equipping women with marketable
skills. The foundations also have innovative programs to
involve fathers so they can realize the full potential of
parenthood. Also in Chile, I participated in a forum on the
importance of microcredit with representatives of community-
based lending institutions and borrowers who had become
economically self-reliant.

My speech at the University of Chile praised Chile’s
strong educational system and highlighted our common goals
for educational reform that strives to improve high school
completion rates, promote quality training to enable workers
to compete in the global marketplace, and nurture civic
virtues to encourage participation in democratic
decision-making. The University’'s rector noted that Teddy
Roosevelt had spoken in the same Hall of Honor in 1917 and
had outlined the many collaborative efforts that link the
institution to the United States. I also had the
opportunity to meet informally with President Frei at the
Presidential Palace.

Brazil

In Brazil, I focused on the health of women and
children. We visited modern Brasilia as well as Salvador de
Bahia, the capital of the poverty-ridden northeast. Site
visits in Salvador included a circus which aims to save
street children by enhancing their teamwork and self-esteemn,
a community center which provides health, education and
vocational skills to at-risk adolescents, and a hospital
which assists in birth and also cares for women who have
performed self-induced abortions. The hospital's programs
emphasize how critically important health education and
family planning are to the poor community, and the programs
I saw provide a model for replication. The Minister of
Health is hoping to extend this successful USAID-supported
program to rural areas in the region.

In Brasilia, I had an excellent meeting with President
and Mrs. Cardoso. In Brasilia and Salvador, I participated
in discussions with prominent women who are involved in
addressing challenges in the areas of jobs, health,
education, family life and other careers. President Cardoso
discussed an education initiative he was about to announce
that would address the problem of school drop-outs by
putting more federal resources in schools below the
university level.
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Teen-ager who longed for a family
£ets mom and dad for Christmas

-4 unng Thanksgiving, Degqna

net new aunts, uncles and cousins
= the best part of finding a home.
. ﬂ'Actually gettmg treated
you're part of .the family,” Deanna
said from her new home Saturday.

“They all came in and gave me,

* hugs and said: ‘Oh, we' ve heard SO
much about you. Py N

Since Thanksgiving it's been a
" whirlwind courtshlp between the

couple and their new daughter.

They've spent weekends togeth—‘.
er shopping, watching movies,
decorating gingerbread cookies
_and doing more shopping. ©

Aside from Deanna’s first bed-
' room, she has new clothes (“not a
whole new wardrobe,” she said,
_.“but close enough”) and a pile of
- presents under the Chnstmas tree
- {Deanna said it was “weird” see-
jng so many packages for her)."
I On Saturday, Deanna, a tall,
self:conscious young woman, con-
fessed that shes still a little over-

| whelmed with her new life.

.Although her adoption won't be

- final for a few months, Deanna is
| looking forward to the day when
| everything feels normal.

“I just think of myself as anoth-
er kid.”

Her new parents, however, are
relishing their roles, focusing
much of their energy on Deanna
over the last month.

“I keep seeing things (in stores)
that Deanna might like,” Bob
said.“I'm excited.”

Bob brags about Deanna’s artis-

' tic talents, boasting that she al-

most single-handedly decorated
the Christmas tree. There’s no
doubt that he’s proud of Deanna

+ already. . '
“We want to encourage her to

develop her artistic abilities, which .

are obvious,” he said. “She can

i sing and draw and write.”

Deanna’s not as confident of
her talents, but she smiles shyly
with the praise.

like 5.‘

Sherada said.

red hai behind an ear. Instmctlve- ,
ly, Deanna _crmged d wrlgkled '

her nose. A%
She's a normal mother of a

;normal teen-ager,” Bob explained.

“She embarrasses Deanna, as a
1 mother would?" &
nd, like a normal teen-ager,
eanna wants to know how much
‘h r allowance will be. That, re-
ins under negotiation. :
'That was her first question,”
h “If she walks the
dogs for me every day, we could be
alking large sums of money.”

Deanna sa:ﬁi she would consnder
| b
Although Lbeanna IS’ satnsﬁed
" with new parents for Christmas,
she admitted tbat she was looking

Morward to tearing into the pack-

“ages under the !lye o

She even threatened to pounce
on Bob and Sherada in their bed if
they didn’t get p soon enough

* this mormu

“That’s '1 Bob answered.
“We don’t have any traditions.
“It's our first Christmas as a

family with a kid.”
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R. DAVID THOMAS

Senior Charrman of the Boord & Founder

November 17, 1995

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
First Lady of the United States
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Thank you for hosting such a terrific event at the White House to help us raise
awareness about the thousands of children awaiting homes and families in
America. The children and families that attended felt very special and really
enjoyed themselves--and | did, too!

| know you care deeply about these children, and | agree with you that the best
place for children is with permanent families, not in temporary foster care. | also
agree that families play an important role in each child's development, and
greatly impact what they will eventually contribute to our nation's future. Itis
public-private partnerships, and innovative programs like some of the ones you
highlighted, that will make a difference in the months and years to come.

Mrs. Clinton, initial media reports indicate that you brought the issues facing
adoptable children to the nation in a very big way on Monday. | really appreciate
your taking the time and making the commitment to use the power of the White
House in such an effective and productive way. It was a wonderful thing that
you did for these young people.

Thanks again for your help. We look forward to working with you in the future on
developing focused, effective adoption programs that will make a difference. If,
through this simple act, we can find a home and love for just one child, we will
have been successful.
Best wishes to you and your family for the holiday season.
Sincerely,

o

D oY)V -

R. David Thomas

4288 WEST DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD. DUBLIN. OHIO 43017 TELEPHONE (614) 764-3100
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS TO THE SIXTH CONFERENCE OF
WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND OF GOVERNMENTS OF THE AMERICAS
LA PAZ, BOLIVIA
DECEMBER 3, 1596

President and Mrs. Sanchez de Lozada, First Ladies and
special envoys representing the nations of the Western
Hemisphere, and distinguished guests:

It is a great pleasure for me to be in La Paz and to join
you for this annual conference. I particularly want to thank
Mrs. Sanchez de Lozada for her leadership on behalf of women --
especially her work to promote safe motherhood, education, and to
reduce domestic violence -- and for extending to all of us a warm
welcome this week.

I know that, as in the past, this gathering will provide new
insights and fresh inspiration as we work to expand opportunities
for women, children, and families in North, Central, South
America and the Caribbean region. I am also pleased to note that
Vice President Gore will be in Santa Cruz in a few days
representing the United States government at what promises to be
a significant hemispheric meeting on sustainable development.

This is my first trip to Bolivia, but I have long felt a
special connection to this country. Little Rock, the capital of
my home state of Arkansas, is a sister city of Santa Cruz in what
is called the Eastern Bolivia-Arkansas partnership. This
partnership has initiated cultural, professional and health
exchanges that have benefitted the people in both of our
countries. So I am especially delighted finally to be in Bolivia
after all these years.

Many Bolivians have made their mark on my country. I am
proud to say that President Clinton named a woman who was born
and raised here in La Paz, Maria Otero, to be the Chair of the



Board of the Inter-American Foundation. That foundation funds
grassroots development in the region, and Maria is with me today.

I'm also pleased to be here at a time of such hope and
promise for women, children and families across the Americas and
around the world. A few days ago, I returned from a trip with my
husband to Australia, the Philippines and Thailand, and at each
stop I had the chance to talk to diverse groups of women -- from
government leaders to grassroots activists to teenage school
girls. And I was reminded once again, no matter where we find
ourselves in the world today, our aspirations and concerns are
fundamentally the same.

Thanks in part to the agenda set at the United Nations Fourth
World Conference on Women in Beijing, as well as the conferences
of this group in Miami, and Asuncion and elsewhere, the status of
women is improving in many countries.

In the Philippines last week, I had the opportunity along
with Mrs. Frei to speak to 15,000 women and girls in Manila.
Some had traveled for days by boat and car to celebrate the
Beijing Agenda and just as we are doing today, they came together
to renew their commitment to women's rights -- and to ensure that
every woman and girl has access to the tools of opportunity:
health care, education, jobs and credit, legal protections and
the right to participate fully in the political life of their
countries.

In the 15 months since Beijing, we have seen advances on
every continent. 1In country after country, governments, non-
governmental organizations, businesses and corporations, and
individual citizens are beginning to recognize that elevating the
status of women and girls in society is essential to progress and
prosperity. That is the same whether we are talking about the
East, the West, the North or the South; there is a growing
appreciation of women's contributions inside and outside of the
home - and a greater understanding that everyone in society
benefits when women are allowed to claim the political, economic,
social, and civic power they are due.

The Western Hemisphere is no exception. In Panama, the

family code has been reformed, giving women more say in alimony,
child support and child custody cases. The country's new Law 27

)



on Intra-Family Violence criminalizes certain forms of domestic
violence. In Colombia, men and women now have equal weight in
determining divorce. 1In El Salvador and Peru, new institutions
have been established to address issues relating to women's
development. In Guatemala, a national university has created
scholarships for indigenous women to study political science.

Jamaica's Gold Street Program, which addresses teen violence
and adolescent pregnancy, has become a model that the United
States is using to confront the same issues in the city of
Baltimore. 1In Brazil, women are now entitled to free breast and
uterine exams. And in Chile, the government has committed itself
to tackling AIDS and adolescent pregnancies and to expanding
educational opportunities for girls. And here in Bolivia, as
part of the President's plans, the Plan de Todos, special efforts
are being made to reach out to the indigenous population.

From the northernmost reaches of Canada to the southern tip
of South America, women are pushing governments to lift the veil
of secrecy that for too long has concealed the tragic crime of
domestic violence. I mentioned the legal advances in Panama.
Another ground-breaking domestic violence law was passed in
Ecuador, creating Family Courts that are empowered to separate an
abusive spouse from the home. 1In Costa Rica, police officers
receive special training on how to handle domestic violence
cases. In my own country we recently launched a national hotline
for victims of domestic violence which has already received
50,000 calls.

Looking across our region, we also see progress on the goals
that this group outlined at our previous meetings. Those goals
to eliminate measles from the hemisphere, reduce maternal
mortality, and promote education reform are making progress.
Since 1995, our region has witnessed a 63 percent decline in
measles. We have seen the Partnership for the Revitalization of
Education in the Americas launch new efforts to expand
educational opportunities in six countries. And while the tragic
problem of maternal mortality continues to haunt us, we know that
progress will come if we focus more energy and resources on this
issue.

It is clear that pioneering efforts are underway across the
Americas to improve conditions for women and girls. Earlier



today in La Paz, I visited with Ximena, Banco Sol, the only
commercial bank in the world and the largest that specializes in
microenterprise right here. I spoke to women whose lives had
been transformed because they had received a modest loan to start
selling vegetables in the market, to start making skirts. Not
only had they become economically self-sufficient, they had begun
to lift their families out of poverty and improve the economies
of their communities. We met one woman in the market who is
caring for her six orphan grandchildren because of the loans that
she had received. I have seen the same encouraging results at
FINCA, a micro-lending enterprise that I visited in Managua,
Nicaragua. 1I've visited a comparable enterprise in Santiago and
I have seen it in my own country.

In La Paz today I also visited new and expectant mothers at
a primary health care center run by an NGO, PROSALUD. The 28
PROSALUD clinics offer prenatal care and family planning services
that have resulted in safer pregnancies and deliveries and, in
some cases, have saved lives.

This is but one piece of the nationwide effort here in
Bolivia to promote safe motherhood and family planning so that
women and girls are educated about their own health and their own
reproductive options.

Although the rate is far too high, Bolivia’s success over the
past five years at reducing maternal mortality offers a model for
the world of how one nation has responded to a serious health
crisis and galvanized the government, non-governmental
organizations, and the medical communities. I wish to commend
the President and the Vice President for their leadership in
this very important effort.

It is worth noting that Bolivia undertook this campaign not
only as a way to reduce maternal mortality, but also to reduce
the increasing rate of abortion. Without access to family
planning, women often turn in desperation to illegal, unsafe
abortion procedures that account for half of all maternal deaths
in this country. Deaths from abortion complications are
responsible for from 30 to 70 percent of maternal mortality in
our hemisphere, depending on the country.



Here, in Brazil, and in other places around the globe, I have
seen examples of how investments in family planning improve
maternal health and the well-being of families as well as reduce
the number of abortions. The United States has supported family
planning efforts, including Bolivia’s. However, as you may know,
some members of the United States Congress have voted to limit
American support for family planning initiatives. My husband's
Administration remains committed to encouraging a continuation of
these investments, which represent a sensible, cost-effective and
long-range strategy for improving women's health and for lowering
the rate of abortion. And for my part, I will certainly remember
and share the powerful stories I have heard around the world to
explain why these programs are critical.

Education is also critical. It is inextricably tied to how
women and children achieve progress. Children of illiterate
mothers are twice as likely to die as those with mothers who are
educated. So our efforts across the Western Hemisphere to
educate girls and mothers will have a profound and concrete
effect on women's health. The better educated a girl or woman
is, the healthier she is. The healthier she is, the healthier
her family is. And all of society stands to gain.

While some may dismiss the achievements of this conference
and the conferences before or of the Beijing Agenda as merely
"women's issues" that have no place on the front-burner of global
politics, I believe that you here in Bolivia, and certainly your
President and Vice President understand how they are part of
sustainable development and progress. They represent a balancing
of power that is just as crucial to the endurance of democracy as
issues like trade, diplomacy and national security. Democracy,
after all, requires the full participation of all citizens,
including women.

And today, we can take heart knowing that democracy has
replaced dictatorship around the world and virtually throughout
our own hemisphere. Building and sustaining democracy has always
required a balance of power, a balance of public power, private
economic power, and the power of civic society, those formal and
informal networks that bring people together. It is the balance
of power that Bolivia has incorporated into its Popular
Participation Law, and by doing so, insured the further success
of democracy. Whether we succeed at achieving the balance of



power is particularly important for women who despite the strides
we have made, still find their voices silenced and their
potential stymied in too many parts of the world. In country

after country -- from the most advanced democracies to those
newly emerging, from the most dynamic free market economies to
those struggling in the face of rapid global change -- women are

still striving to define and attain their rightful place in
government, the economy, the civil society and throughout their
lives.

Women are seeking balance in their lives and in their
societies, and I am heartened that civic education is on the
agenda of this conference. Teaching people about democratic
values and the importance of their participation in the political
process is critical to ‘sustaining democracy. When we look at
what is happening in our hemisphere, when I look at what is
happening in my own country, I see that the voices and votes of
women can make a difference. If all of us believe in the God-
given potential of each human being, then all of us should do
what we can in our own ways and our own roles to further those
voices and that potential.

For all of the challenges that confront us on the eve of
this new century I am optimistic about our future. I am
optimistic about our hemisphere and about our capacity to meet
those challenges. And certainly, if there is one vision that
should guide us, it is that of the young people who rely on us to
leave them a world that encourages their dreams, nurtures their
talents and respects their choices. That is really why we are
gathered today -- most of us in this auditorium have made most of
the choices we will make that will determine the course of our
lives. It is up to us to determine how we provide the same
opportunities for all of our sons and daughters.

Building a better future for children, women, men, and
families in the Western Hemisphere is not just the opportunity of
government, it is the responsibility of all of us. And I thank
you very much for being part of meeting that responsibility and
challenge.





















THEODORE BIKEL
94 HONEY HILL ROAD
WILTON, CT 06897

October 7, 1995

Mrs. Hilary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

| have meant to write to you for some weeks now. Being occupied as an artist | was
prevented from doing so: but, since it was pressing on my conscience | am writing
now.

| have read your remarks relating to the NEA which you made at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York as reported in the New York Times. Needless to say, |
am in full agreement with all you expressed, not merely because | am an artist
myself; not merely because | seek to serve the artistic community by asking for
continued support from our government; and lastly not merely because I'm a former
member of the National Council on the Arts who was intimately connected with the
process of furnishing such support to the arts. Mine is not a self-serving quest for
| myself am one of the lucky few who has never had to avail himself of government
resources to make ends meet. But hundreds, indeed thousands, of my colleagues in
all facets of the arts cannot function in a world which forces them to seek- their
livelihood elsewhere and maintain at one and the same time a concentrated quality
output in the arts. For many years it was a matter of deep regret to me that, as
president of the Actors union, | occupied a leadership position in a field populated
by full-time waiters and taxi drivers and only part-time actors. None of this
bespoke their quality and talent as artists, but merely a world which forces them
to feed their own and their family’s mouths with other means than their art. There
is no self-respecting Western country which did not and does not furnish support
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for the arts. Indeed, on a per capita basis, countries much poorer than ours do so tc
a far great extent.

It is daunting to see the NEA whose budget -- compared to the national mammoth
one -- is infinitesimal, being dictated to by some lawmakers who make political
hay by focusing on a target they see as vulnerable. When the Endowment was
established the legislation spelled out that there was to be no interference with
artistic decisions which were to be left to the adjudicat'ion of peer panels and the
National Council. These were charged with responsibility to look at artistic
excellence in the first place, to fiscal responsibility by grant recipients in the
second and into politics not at all. We have come to a sad state when senators who
have never been known to ever visit an art gallery make pronouncements on
paintings and sculpture or congressmen who are tone-deaf meddle in music.

In the prevailing atmosphere it is most heartening to see how courageously and
adamantly you support the arts and humanities without which we would surely be

thrown back into an era of barbarism which we thought long ago to have left behind.

With best wishes,

=

e N

Theodore Bikel

P.S.: | was so very pleased that you and Chelsea were able to come to the last
matinee of FIDDLER in Washington. My cast and | only regretted the fact that your
schedule did not permit you to come backstage.






