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. .But before I start I want to start with some of the Qlﬁ
conclusions that‘;/reached and e passed on, both formally to Luﬁb
' 7

the president and various people iggﬁ%fjstate Dept, AID, NSC and Ujhﬁﬁjf
elsewhere, as well as informally. _Z went to South Asia with the g o
specific purpose and perhaps the primary goal of highlighting the
importance of investments in people, especially in women and

girls. There’s been an extraordinary amount of attention paid to
competitiveness, to the creation of global markets, to trying to

- through trade agreements and the like to expand prosperity
he
s £2

that is criticall
T

for a global marketplace

throughout the entire world.

important *

to work effectively and to be sustainable over the coming years,

there must be a global community to support that global

""-=.._._/'_"-—""'".-_-_‘_

marketplace and that part of making any community function well

—— . = -

\___,——"‘_‘"-»——-—--—‘--—-
is 1nvest1ng in the potential of peop}e and in recogn1z1ng that

women probably, more than any other source of investment, really
.aaﬂprovide anhgpportunEEE for jump starting development

throughout the world. f;;:;; intent upon tiglng to do that, -Eﬂéhﬂdb/
thought it was very important to do that; AI'also thought it was

very important to make the case that basic rights of women and

girls are critical to the human rights agenda internationally and

also critical to development.

N

o —
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Many of you know something about this reglonjf'visited bt

I _must say-T have=been quite struck—by-how little-America knows

countrids 1T visited, except for some visual images and some
tourist attractlon pictures that were in everyone’s minds, were 5;€_ G
> /7
H»)P :4", much~ of ‘_:— v to-fost _eof odul ellow citizens. And=T L/

%% ))' _ﬁ;g;gk-its important that we recognize the progress that has been
made in each of those five countries, particularly the progress

tfbulyyﬂﬁtowards democracy, and most notably because that progress has
been often at such a great price and many women have played major
roles in advancing democracy and keeping those countries
together. 1Its important to look at the progress that has been
made in many social indicators; it is particularly important to

stress the accomplishme at has flowed from the investments in

S bbb

one looks, you can see many positive

family planning and\ population cosiee?t.

A

developments in South Asia despite thgé%zzzihelming impression of
absolute poverty and the very difficult political, social and
cultural challenges that those countries are coping with. I=&380
think:fﬁég;gf _pg£f;ggf;hg/iﬁrni4ﬂﬁﬁxrCéfﬁause there is a strong
commitment to democracy, “because ‘there is now an openness to
markets and development that it is absolutely ripe for us,

Jﬁ stressi&?, as strongly as we can, the importance of investing in

2



people, and the critical importance of removing obstacles to the
full participation of women and girls in those societies.
—
1o VL
That is a particular concern of mine, asit—is-of many-of
~iscreadily acceptedras,”

_ _ ’ . i ¥

-~ 8 o lh f-aﬁcé g @ m Iéwi (gz% ﬂm,r
15

make that point %? CDpenhagen, made it over and over again

through South A31a,£;$ﬁ g!?:g £® continue to make it here in the

US, in as many forums as / can anf ICkoow(it’s” one that’you Cate.

S s
éggﬁéléaiuﬁii ;ﬁ'underscored this issue in a speech that 4 gave
at the Rajiv Gandi foundation in whlch;gsgéld "I recognize that
discussion of such problems as education and health care for
girls and women is viewed by some as soft. Labeled dismissively
as women’s issues, belonging at best on the edge of serious
debate about all the problems we confront on the edge of the

twenty-first century".

}wfg{&wé

wanty to argue strongly, hoWwe¥er; that the questions
surrounding social development, especially of women, as—d¥Scussed
_a%EgggEggggggggggggiﬁﬁﬁmﬁiﬁfinGﬁoﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ&?ﬁm are at the center of
our political and economic challenges. Governments, businesses
and citizens must recognize and act upon that truth for the -f?‘—
betterment of the nations of our global family. I "'is »a

'|\ /\

very important point for us to make, not only abroad, but at

homevggﬁgggggé\cannot expect this country or any country to

continue to develop and to have citizens fully capable of



participating in democracy, with all of the demands that it makes
upon us, if one does not recognize the significance of investing

in women and girls.

The empogerment of women is something that I=EWink you will

see in the p&éﬁy;é/ %EéJ6ﬁﬁé£JEIQ_1QEHﬂhonﬁithéagflﬁitha_jlﬂﬂadé;

It is critical to the development of these countries and of our
K& WS can be quite proud, @etually,

both our governmental and our NGO support for such development

around the world, and particularly in this region. We saw many
examples of where direct US assistance had an impact upon the
lives and prospects of many people, and particularly saw how it
could be leveraged to enable local groups and even local
governmental entities to become more committed to investing in

their own people.

We now channel much of our aid 1n this region through NGOS seo—

a@,ﬁ% Q_}u@ﬁﬁ_n{}@@% ;%GOS have really

demonstrated their extraordlnary capacity to create conditions
Lo Lok Pl G Liglrcen 5

for empowerment among fgff:,i?ﬁt have swum-against the tide-of —
[V S """‘kf (PL‘&I. W ‘/‘Ef&&—-—“’-"‘t?".—{’t,—ﬂ_ L& it c_ ZG h-r_'
i opposition—to—women S=rotes, -abhji--Apsurge- ™,

. ;d@is critical at this point in the history

of our own country, as well as in the history of these other

countries, that our aid for health, education, family planning

and other sorts of investments not be turned back, but that we



continue to try to provide that assistance and create this

partnership.

As you know, our b11atera1 and multilateral aid programs are
Qs [rekhope revtr s

(/(\4_/ .
D@Mﬂthreatened with deep cuts and even elimination. égijﬁéiﬁﬁe

EégerQfgg;ffﬁEE}E;i&lEEiSEEZESDtkLEEEADﬁ:tofghﬂ—ﬂakld'Bﬁnk

that American citizens think that foreign aid takes 10 to 15
c Mo X

percent of our budget, but instead it is 1%

Tese. It is very important that those wﬂg recognize the
relationship between our efforts here at home and those abroad,
that we make that point as often and as strongly as we can. -“ThHaE
weare ; ery small a@n@mﬁu has had
very big payoffs for the health and education and well being of

people, particularly women and children in this region and

throughout the world. /Q}L’L S éx/h7zyt} ke L*ﬁ&-wfﬁif“ﬂ‘“*“}'
sz’
In every country thatf}f%isited,/z’qﬂh great support among=®-

leaQership in both the public and private sectors for cham_:;tas"fi!"—"‘iD
Mﬂr/{géjlives of women and girls. That was certainly the tone that

was set in all of the private meetings and the public occasions

that?%wgéggfé?gjiZQIin; and some leaders were very outspoken in

their public support for the kinds of changes in their own

culture that will enable women and girls to be more empowered.

But it is also very clear, that, just as in our own country,



St

there are very deep divisions and tensions about the proper role
of government, the proper role of NGOs, the proper role of women,
the proper role of all kinds of interventions that are seen as

disrupting existing cultural or religious traditions. One of the

great challenges for those of us who do believe in advancing the

rgs through basic education, health care, and

other kinds of services that will enable peepte to live their own

oppor y th 1 eople cludi omen, deser

/)LA{/ /:L' fi/'l)/'j.M’ ('U-—C,qﬂpt/ r a4
So with those introductory remarks, let me go to the slides.

T e clic 3 need the lights =
exciting.

We started our trip, as some of you may remember, in

£ sl

Lr’k =L ¢+

Pakistan. Wthis first slide of our trip, =y o=y

,\‘I§o the Faisal mosque in Islamabad for=—a-—ve¥y
O MW e Le-
obvious—rewsen. Pakistan is an Islam country; India has about a

quarter of its population that are Muslim; Bangladesh is a Muslim




’,ﬂ-Etiégj/thene:;;;;fﬁndameﬂtaligt;/of/Hindu religious
pei%ffgifn in Indi:;‘there are fundamfffgég_gafofﬁevefy kind of

en, unfortunata;yf-sffﬁfing extremists among

religion who

themselves, and wa(ggﬁfhini?’had an object lessQn in this last

______,...__——&——-}—

week*ﬁhen.teo’ﬁﬁi? ed té-judqé ent_about the tragedy
n Y. @we move our way forward in attempting

to promote a positive agenda of change for women and girls, L
:gzﬁi it’s important‘fE%é; to be respectful and understanding of
other traditions than our own, while nevertheless continuing to
promote basic beliefs in the importance of human rights - and
those human rights include women’s rights. And there is strong
support for that among the leadership in these countries who are
themselves Muslims, and they need our strong support to give them

that opportunity to continue to speak out. A)&ﬁwfk}ifng /et

Nena @re Ox e cniot £ Lt ﬁL‘ALtZT“‘“Jiﬂu" ,_,ff::;;P
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[Acknoyledgements - highlight youth in audiefice and their
importance to the future - talk about yound people we met on
this journey]
...But befiore I start, I want to start with some of the
conclusions ‘that I reached and have paséed on, both formally to
the president and various people in tHe State Dept, AID, NSC and
elsewhere, as well as informally. went to South Asia with the
specific purpose and perhaps the pfrimary goal of highlighting the
importance of investments in people, especially in women and
girls. There’s been an\extraoydinary amount of attention paid to
competitiveness, to the cxeat/ion of global markets, to trying to
- through trade agreements and the like to expand prosperity
throughout the entire worid.\I believe that is critically
important - I also beligve thoNgh, that for a global marketplace
to work effectively afd to be sugtainable over the coming years,
there must be a glopal community tg support that global
marketplace and tHat part of making Wny community function well
is investing in/the potential of people and in recognizing that
women probably, more than any other sourde of investment, reélly
do provide &n opportunity for jump starting\development

throughout/ the world. I was intent upon trying to do that, I
thought At was very important to do that; I also thought it was
very %eportant to make the case that basic rights of women and

girls are critical to the human rights agenda internationally and

also critical to development.
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Viime Yiciolon #oernsges

Thont ae Hoso, tntlo hont cAliccs, e 9 —
the steps that she’s taken and I know that there is room, as

there always is in these situations, for legitimate criticism.
But ;ﬁ@hgnk it’s always constructive to put yourself in the
position of the person who is charged with this kind of
responsibility. She had a luncheon forizéfti-which she invited
about sixty women, some of whom are quite critical of her,

in which we talked about human rights in Pakistan; we talked
about some of the large development struggles that they are

engaged in and ﬁdt&kgkbéhﬁf her efforts to weave through the many

complex challenges that she faces are overwhelming in their

sible

It’s a bit humbling, to say the least, in talking to all of
n WLth See-

the women who I-ws¥¥ show you in these slides, who have assumed
position of political leadership, often after their own
extraordinary travails, including imprisonment, torture, exile
and almost inevitably, the assassination of husbands, fathers,
brothers, sons and even mothers and siséérs. So for those of us
in this country who become impatient with our own failings and
with one another, it is useful to reflect on the price that other

people around the world are paying to try to keep democracy

A

thriving.
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igﬂ We visited a college for girls that really was a school that

educated girls from the ages of five to about twenty-one in

Islamabad. It was a school in which the girls were coming

Al
largely from well-educated, affluent families, but/l have rarely

ez

been with a group ofryoung women who impressed p€ more than these
— L~

young women did. had a discussion and a visit with these

girls, particularly the older ones, that touched on a remarkable

range of concerns.
5 I &

This young woman sitting there next tq/né - and=sire wvas
part of a circle of young women of her age - “ is older than the
rest of the students, but(iﬁgyﬂy& representative of them. She

has already been married and divorced by her husband and she has

come back to school to iearn be a_EE}ter so she_ggn write about

the lives of the young women in Pakistan. The other young women
who were around that circle with her were able to articulate the

conflicts they feel in their own lives between the traditional

religious and cultural pulls that they face coming from their

,.-————-————-—-""_"____'_—.f

backgrounds, and their own aspirations. igggggt'!liﬁk you canZ#Fﬂ
=
underestimate the impact that Prime Minister Bhutto has had on
young women like this because they see her as someone who,
nurtured by her family, encouraged by her father, not only
permitted but pushed to get the best possible education, has been
able to achieve in ways they never thought possible in their own
lives before. That level of aspiration was very exciting to those
@4/hd who sat in that room and, also, we could hear them talk in

ways that I wish more young American women were able to talk,

about the real conflicts in roles that are part of many women’
/“\
v _




Many of you know something about this region I visited, but
I must say I have been quite struck by how little America knows
about this region. Many more people are familidr with the Far
East and the Middle East than they are with South Asia. Time and
time again as I met with people, I was stryck by how the five
countries I visited, except for some visyal images and some
tourist attractioh pictures that were yn everyone’s minds, were
pretty much of a mystery to most of olur fellow citizens. And I
think its important that we recognize the progress that has been
made in each of those five countrigs, particularly the progress
towards democracy, and mos¥ notably because that progress has
been often at such a great pxic¢ and many women have played major
roles in advancing democracy afd keeping those countries
together. Its important to Jook\at the progress that has been
made in many social indicators; it\is particularly important to
stress the accomplishment/that has flowed from the investments in
family planning and population control.

And I think thagf if one looks, you can see many positive
developments in Soyth Asia despite the overwhe ning impression of
absolute poverty /and the very difficult political\ social and
cultural challehges that those countries are coping\with. I also
think that’s A part of the world where, because there\ is a strong
commitment £o democracy, because there is now an openness to
markets and development that it is absolutely ripe for us,

stressing, as strongly as we can, the importance of investing in



0 !@% (fobeg pL)

We went from there to a village outside Lahore, to a health
: £ <
(Ej) clinic which is, under government sponsorship;\trying to become

more effective in delivering health services, particularly to

e

women and children, and‘gﬁéfbffering family planning services in \

the health clinic. Those of you who know quite a bit about the

| .




people, and the critical importance of removing obstacles to the

full participation of women and girls in those societies.

That is a particular concern of mine, as it is of many of
yours and it\is still not an issue that is readily accepted as
being on the forefront of issues facing our world,” I tried to
make that point at“the Social Summit last Mar in Copenhagen; I
made it over and over“\again through South Asj4, I’m going to
continue to make it here\in the US, in as mAny forums as I can
and I know it’s one that you care about ag well. I underscored
this issue in a speech that gave at e Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
in which I said, "I recognize tRat disgussion of such problems as
education and health care for girls #Znd women is viewed by some
as soft. Labeled dismissively as Women’s issues, belonging at
best on the edge of serious debafe abo ;'all the problems we

confront on the edge of the twgnty-first\century".

I want to argque strondgly, however, that the questionq.
surrounding social deve)opment, especially of women, as discussed
at the Social Summit An Copenhagen, are at the center of our
political and econghic challenges. Governments, businesses and
citizens must re€ognize and act upon that truth for the
betterment of Ahe nations of our global family. I think that is a
very importahnt point for us to make, not only abroad, but a
home. That/one cannot expect this country or any country to

continue o develop and to have citizens fully capable of



\
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W Wﬁ/w%
work of pepulation—eentrol around the world know that there are

several Muslim countries that have made great strides in this

L
area, such as Indonesia, wherelﬁ'visited a family planning clinic
last year, Pakistan, which under the new government is

attempting to replicate some of those successes -- it is not

easy, their birth rate is still the highest in that region, they

will do&gie their population in 25 years if they don’t do
something dramatic =-- but they are beginning to try to move on
that.{iﬁgz; health clinic is in a village that is very proud of
the facf that it has a school for girls. This is one of the real
challenges facing countries like Indonesia, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh, that they do not have enough physical facilities and
teachers to educate the girls now that they have become willing
to promote education for girls.

At (1
My—daughter—and 1 -v#sited this school, w€ went into

classroom where the girls were doing algebra - that was the room
e it

next door, then we went into a science class and each girl had a

microscope. went around and talked to each about the work she

was doing. There’s no electricity in this building, no

telephones, there was very little in the way of modern

communications, information revolution, but there’s an

extraordinary commitment to the idea that girls should be

educated. =
LA; " :

—
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~ A& went from there to this setting, which is the Lahore
University of Management Sciences, which is a joint USAID and
Pakistan private sector effort. In this setting there are a
number of women, this is an entire class of women who have come
back for graduate education in management and training -- -agadn=I
wish—ali-ef you

with these women, many of whom are older than average, who are

e, bee&uge-iy talking

college students and even graduate students, there is an
extraordinary amount of energy =-- these women want opportunities
to take decision-making responsibilities in their societies.
They want to be part of the entrepreneurial and business life of
their country. They also have all of the kinds of questions that
women in our own country have. They want to know whether its
possible to make more money than their husband and still have a
marriage, whether its possible tongiance family and work in this
part of a life; they qrilled/;;i;uite hard about why so many
marriages in American break up, and does that have to do with
women leaving the home and going out into the workplace. There
\N%§§ quite a lot of very important personal questions about how

they were going to meld their ambitions for their own lives with

their traditions, as well as fit into the larger society which is

obviously not changing as broadly as they hope it will when they




We went outside that classroom and visited some of the women

Y ~1> «
in that villagey And this is a picture of a women with a spinning

wheel. t was almost as though we had walked onto the set of a

Bibli epic. But despite the fact that this was a village that Edtﬁf
J

I’'m sure by standards of villa gxizhzi:istan was more advanced
than any other, it was a village in which women were constantly
doing the work that you see being done there. |

conversati?? with about ten mothers who were sitting in a circle
L

talking to p#, this one womﬁh said that she had had ten children,

five boys and five girls, and she wished she had known about
family planning before because that was too many children to try
to educate. She sent her daughters to the school we had just
seen, but then there was no other school to send them to because
there was no high school to send them to when they finished
primary school. So despite a great big poster outside this
school which said education is for girls and had pictures of
girls doing things, their aspirations have exceeded their
capacity to be able to produce educational opportunities for the
girls. But there is a recognition,(?ndf$¥¥5und it deeply rooted
in a lot of the conversations:>in the evidence from research and
the other sources thattﬁfgad,/that there is a changing attitude
among many people, particularly among the large group of rural

citizens in Pakistan about the importance of educating their

girls.

t I unc promote atio
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The Mother Teresa visit was important for several reasons,

(E}£> it highlighted for some of those who were with us the imbalance
that is growing in the numbers of boys and girls in some of these

countries. Girls are abandoned much more often than boys =-- the

14

numbers of girls in this home prior to being adopted were in

girls way out of any natural order in many parts of this region
and in areas where girls even survive to birth and the difficult
period thereafter, there is a large number of girls who die
before their fifth birthday in these countries, particularly
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal and to a lesser extent, India
(}Ei) because they are the last to eat, the last to be given medical
care, the most neglected. And so often they don’t live until
their fifth birthday. ~15551hmu§?ncern about girls and women has
to take a very broad view about the status of girls and how they

are treated fro very beginning.

b —— T
e

(4»




participating in democracy, with all of the demandd that it makes
upon us, if one does not recognize the significante of investing

im women and girls.

The smpowerment of women is something’ that I think you will
see in the pilstures and other stories about the trip that I made.
It is critical tb the development of ese countries and of our
own. I think that we in the US can b¢ quite proud, actually, of
both our governmental and our NGO sypport for such development
around the world, and particularly/in this region. We saw many
examples of where direct US\assigtance had an impact upon the
lives and prospects of many pepple, and particularly saw how it
could be leveraged to enable l6cal groups and even local
governmental entities to becgme moke committed to investing in

their own people.

We now channel mugh of our aid in this region through NGOs
and I think, as we’lY talk in a minute, thoSe NGOs have really
demonstrated their/extraordinary capacity to ckeate conditions
for empowerment Among women that have swum against the tide of
any kind of infreasing opposition to women’s roles, any upsurge
of extremism/and it is critical at this point in the “history of
our own country, as well as in the history of these other
countrieg, that our aid for health, education, family planning

—
and other sorts of invegzﬁents not be turned back, but that we

—

o
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TI-Kknow-that somMe<of=you
insthis-soem—know Ela Bhatt, who is the founder of SEWA, the Self

Employed Women’s Organization, and 3¥-hepe-that those—of swou—who

Gandi’s. Gandi,
&;mw
Mim, was quite outspoken about the rights of women. Some of what

he said we would not agree with now, or in retrospect, but in

general, his emphasis on women being full participants raallyj:?inéﬁﬁ’(’

gave n the grounding and the analytical basis to go out ﬂﬁJZ*

Lepes e V,
and form this union of women who were vegetable vendors and rag

5

pickers, totally victimized and oppressed in the most

dehumanizing ways, and give them the strength to believe in

themselves, which was so evident in our gathering together. §L7q:£§§§

i
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there are very deep divisions and tensions about the proper role
pf government, the proper role of NGOs, the propey role of women,
the proper role of all kinds of interventions fhat are seen as
disrupting existing cultural or religious ftraditions. One of the
great\ challenges for those of us who do” believe in advancing the
causes af human beings through basig¢’ education, health care, and
other kinde of services that will/enable people to live their own
lives as fully as possible, is is conflict that is being posed
between human ghts and certain cultural traditions and I think
of all of us haveto be very/ willing to think that through very
carefully, and partiscularly/ as we move toward the UN Fourth World
Conference on Women, be\willing to speak out on behalf of basic
common goals that should /ndt be a question of debate when it
comes to providing the fools of opportunity that all people,

including women, deserfe to have.

So with those Antroductory remarks, let me go to the slides.
This is going to Pe - I have the clicker. need the lights - so

exciting.

FAISAL MOSOQUE

We stArted our trip, as some of you may remembekx, in
Pakistan And I’'m showing this first slide of our trip, my
daughtér’s and mine, to the Faisal mosque in Islamabad far a very
obvigus reason. Pakistan is an Islam country; India has avgut a

quarter of its population that are Muslim; Bangladesh is a Muslim
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This is their bank. They have a bank, a forced savings

program that provides social security, home mortgages, the women
have established it, they run it. It is one of the besﬁngzggigsf%
of effective micro-credit lending in the entire world.éydgﬂit
understand why we don’t do more of it here. It—is—one—of=the
hopes—Ihave_arising-out-of -this trip, there are so many chances ‘
for us to organize women around their own capacity as borrowers,

lenders and savers, and therefore acquire the toouls ovi economic

freedom. =

L—?here were hundreds and hundreds of women under this tent,

dressed in colorful saris, primarily pinks and reds and greens

and blues, some had walked 12 to 15 hours to be there. Each

carried with her this newfound sense of individual power that

came through the solidarity they had achieved through SEWA. a&a

- \
One woman stood up and said I used to be afraid of my

husband, I used to be afraid of my Mother-in-law, I used to be

afraid of the police, now I am not afraid any more. And tgat”fi_"““\\\

as elogquent of what iE takes to become a person able to act on _
&> ore Conld /

her own as—I—eeuld—hear, as someone who had overcome thelfe EgﬁzbijL
that she had lived with. And again, it put into stark U}LOW

perspective some of our own concerns that are not as significant. S
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continue to try to provide that assistance and create this

partnership.

As you know, our bilateral and multilaterAl aid programs are
now threatened with deep cuts and even eliminhation. As is the
case, for example, with our contribution tg@ the World Bank.

These programs\absorb less than 1% of the federal budget. Now
every poll that INve seen, of American £itizens, seems to suggest
that American citizeéens think t?at for¢ign aid takes 10 to 15
percent of our budget,\but instead“ is 1% and actually slightly
less. It is very important that thdgse who recognize the
relationship between our efforts Nere at home and those abroad,
that we make that point as oftern/ and as strongly as we can. That
we are talking about a very small amount of money that has had
very big payoffs for the health and eduqﬁtion and well being of

people, particularly women aAnd childxsn in this region and

throughout the world. \\\

"\

\ -
In every country at I visited, I saw great support amongst

leadership in both th¢ public and private sectoxs for changes in
the lives of women apd girls. That was certainly ‘the tone that
was set in all of e private meetings and the public occasions
that I participategd in; and some leaders were very outspoken in
their public support for the kinds of clianges in their own

S
culture that will enable women and girls to be more empowered.

But it is also/ very clear, that, just as in our own country,

b

L



particularly impressed with the work that Sonia Gandhi and the

Rajiv Gandhi foundation are doing. She is the widow of Rajiv

Gandhi who was the son of Indira Gandhi, both of whom were
assassinated, and she has remained committed to trying to reach \
out and provide opportunities for the empowerment of poor people

and particularly for women throughout the country.

Some of you may have heard some reports about a poem that {:%L,

i’ 8'7/\.1./
was privileged to read at the speech/}/gave at the Rajiv Gandhi

foundation and this is the young woman who wrote it. The
principle of her school came to see me at a luncheon that Mrs.
Wisner, whose husband is the Ambassador to India for us, gave and
she said we had hoped to have you come visit our school, but we

L
couldn’t, so we gave you this poem; and the more that fjihénkﬂz¢wzfﬁzl
about the issues that are important to us and to think of

ways to give life to those issues, the more convinced thhat

its part of finding our voice as people who ve in %:;;n

rights and women’s rights and finding a voice that resonates with [
as many people as possible. This poem, I_don’t knowif=sgoucan -
s%gat - entitled "Silence" - really captured what it isj
E%fgf'many women, not just women in India, or women in that

region of the world, but women around the world confront as they
attempt to find a voice that really does articulate the complex

feelings that they have about our own personal situations and

also the larger society.
1.:/ E—v—-ﬂr’fg A l. y
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country and I think the effort that the President and others of
us in e Administration have tried to make to point out often

that Islam is not the problem. Fundamentalism is not the

problem. WReligious extremism is the problem. And as we move our

way forward \in attempting to promote a positive agenda of change
for women and 'girls, I think it’s important to us to be
respectful and urderstanding of other traditions f)an our own,
while nevertheless\continuing to promote basic /eliefs in the
importance of human kights - and those humap rights include
women’s rights. And there is strong support for that among the
leadership in these countries who are emselves Muslims, and

they need our strong support to give em that opportunity to

continue to speak out.

ISLAMABAD COLLEGE

We visited a college fgr girls that really was a school that

educated girls from the ages of five to about twenty-one in
Islamabad. It was a school in which\the girls were coming

largely from well-edugated, affluent families, but I have rarely

been with a group of/ young women who imp essed me more than these

young women did. MNWe had a discussion and a visit with these
girls, particulayly the older ones, that touched on a remarkable
range of concerns.

This young woman sitting there next to me - d she was

part of a rcle of young women of her age - i an the

fl
v
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What ever happened to the women's

baseball team®

n the spring of 1994, the Col-
orado Silver Bullets were the
belles of baseball. Everyone

from the CBS Evening News to Glam-
our (May 1994) covered the novelty of
an all-female professional team that
would play against men. But ESPN
turned off its cameras after the team’s

'0-19 loss in its opening game, and

when the Bullets went on to lose their
next five matchups, sports fans were
left with the sense that women had
tried baseball and failed.

“These women were leamning to play
baseball in front of crowds,” says Silver
Bullets president Bob Hope (no, not
that Bob Hope) of the team’s 6-37 sea-
son. Most of the players were accom-
plished softball, not baseball, players.

Says Julie Croteau, a commentator for
the Silver Bullets who was the team’s

first basewoman last year: “The men’s
college and pro teams have hundreds of

A poem for -Hillory

hen Anosuyo Sengupta, o senior

ot Lody Sri Rom College in New

Delhi, India, heard that her princ-
pal would be ottending o luncheon with
Hillary Rodhom Clinton, she asked her to
pass the first lody o poem she’d written in
English. Clinton was so struck by the
work-which bore the hondwritten message
“More power to you"~that she stayed up lote
that night, incorporating the poem into o
speech she wos to give the next doy. Here,
Sengupta’s Silence:

~

foo many women in too many countries speak the
same longuage—of silence. My grandmother
was always silent-always aggrieved—only her
husbond had the cosmic right (or so it was
said) to speak and to be heard.

They say it s different now. (After oll, | am alwoys
vocal and my grandmother thinks | talk too
much.) But sometimes, | wonder.

When o woman gives her love, as mast do, gener-
ously—it is occepted. When o woman shares

k her thoughts, os some women do, graciously—

—

thousands of men to draw from—guys
who have been playing baseball since
they were five. We don't have that luxu-
ry yet.”

But practice did pay off for the Bul-
lets: In the second half of last season
the team saw much closer games, as
well as five of their six wins. The Bul-
lets had a full off-season as well: Marti-
na Navratilova briefly expressed inter-
est in becoming a Bullet. Two players
competed in the men's Hawaii Winter
Baseball League. And two others tried
out for the then-striking New York
Mets. (Hope says he was told that had
infielder Shannan Mitchem been a
man, the Mets would have signed her
up. The Mets deny this.)

“They've learned how to keep the
games close,” says bull-pen coach John
Niekro of the Bullets, now in their sec-
ond season. “They get better every day.”

—Krisun Dunlap Godsey

Hillary and Chelsea on their trip to Asio

itis ollowed. When o woman fights for power,
os oll women would like fo, quietly or loudly, it
is questioned.

And yet, there must be freedom—if we ore to
speak. And yes, there must be power—if we are
o be heard. And when we have both (freedom
and power) let us not be misunderstood.

We seek only to give words to those who cannot
speak (oo many women in too many coun
tries). | seek only fo forget the sorrows of my
grondmother’s silence.

August 1995, Glamour
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/anﬂééﬁggz_s—és’i;d/I; what one, and how it could be
Can b Aot
ervaf if women were given the voice to overcome their fears, as

—‘_'_'_—‘_-——.__
the women at SEWA said, to stand up for themselves, for their [

families and for their communities.
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rest of the students, but I think representative of them. She
ias already been married and divorced by her husband and she has
comezback to school to learn be a writer so she can write about
the lives of the young women in Pakistan. The othe¥ young women
who were axound that circle with her were able to/articulate the
conflicts they feel in their own lives between the traditional
religious and ctltural pulls that they face cofiing from their
backgrounds, and their own aspirations. I dop’t think you can
underestimate the impact that Prime Minister Bhutto has had on
young women like this because they see her as someone who,
nurtured by her family, encouraged by hgr father, not only
permitted but pushed to get\the best possible education, has been
able to achieve in ways they never ought possible in their own
lives before. That level of aspikation was very exciting to those
of us who sat in that room and, ilsg, webcould hear them talk in
ways that I wish more young American women were able to talk,
about the real conflicts in rples that ake part of many women’s

lives.

VILLAGE OUTS LAHO

We went from thé¢re to a village outside Lahore, to\a health
clinic which is, upder government sponsorship, trying to DPecome
more effective in delivering health services, particularly to
women and childfren, and are offering family planning services ix

the health clinic. Those of you who know about the work of



We went on to Nepal. Nepal is one of the three countries in
the world where women have a shorter lifespan than men. Largely
because it has a Y high maternal mortality rate and
death rate for girls under the age of five. This is an example
€0 givg%Loice to the most

A
elemental needs, in ways that people can really relate to, if

we’re going to try to create some kind of new agenda that will

lead to opportunities for women and girls.

We visited a small health clinic started by American women

who came together and raised money some years ago and were able

then to get funds from Save the Children and USAID and other
___———-—'_-_-_-_-_._-___-—__‘_-_________———————___a

organizations - it is now run by Nepalese, but still very

strongly supported by the American community.

A group of women entrepreneurs put together a Safe Home
Delivery Kit, which they hope will begin to cut the mortality
rate during birth for the women in Nepal. It puts into stark

perspective the differences in the challenges that women around

the world face. This delivery kit has five things in it. It has a

large piece of plastic that is a sterile grounding for the

pregnant woman to lie on. It has a piece of twine to tie off the

e
cord, it has a bar of soap for the midwife or the family member

St
to wash hands, it has a small plastic disk to place the cord on

and a clean razor blade. Those five things, they know, will save
e

lives.

It is the kinds of metaphor that those of us in this
country have to keep in mind as we talk about what we can do to
help advance a women’s agenda intef;::I;nally, because there are \
so many different levels of challenge that women are confronting.

t the safe birthing kit is something that is a

S

possibility of something to follow up on in other regions of the

world where maternal mortality is also a difficult challenge.
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Ej In every country that e been privileged to visit, esver
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d ing in on, always had a

breakfast, lunch, dinner, tea, something, with leading women from
the community; and here our US ambassador, Sandra Vogelgesang,
put together a remarkable group of women who spent two hours
telling me about their own lives. These are women who are able
to tell, very clearly, their own struggles about overcoming
opposition of grandparents and grandmothers and fathers, and
others, to be able to be educated. But there was very little
sugar-coating of the extraordinary problems that a country like
Nepal faces because of its deep poverty. But in each of these
settings, what‘¥%¥g%5d most encouraging is that the women in the
settings found common ground amongtﬁ themselves. And they were
able to begin to talk, really, as though -uuigféjt;;ie about how
they were going to be able to stay in touch with each other, to
work with each other, and it was another example of the need,
perhaps, for all of us to take a deep breath, to be supporting
each other, to be working with each other, because certainly

e

these women are doctors and lawyers and educators and elected
members of parliament and human rights activists, and they all
have their own individual view of the world, but too often those
become tunnel views and they don’t really share points of view
back and forth, across the table. @, i'éi‘ftening to
them talk about additional steps they were going to take

together, whether it was this setting, or Pakistan, or the other

countries W

| (1)



stabilizing population growth around the world know that there
are several Muslim countries that have made great strides in this
axea, such as Indonesia, where I visited a family planning clinic
last year, in Pakistan, which under the new gg¥ernment is
attempting “to replicate some of those succeSses -- it is not
easy, their bikxth rate is still the highegt in that region, they
will double their\population in 25 years/if they don’t do
something dramatic but they are begifining to try to move on
that. This health clinic is in a village that is very proud of
the fact that it has a sghool for girls. This is one of the real
challenges facing countries like Indonesia, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh, that they do not \have énough physical facilities and

teachers to educate the girls now that they have become willing

to promote education for girls
My daughter and I visjted this school, we went into
classroom where the girlg gbra - that was the room
next door, then we we into a science clase and eac -1r had a
microscope. We went/around amd.talked to each about the work she
was doing. There/s no electricity in this building, no
telephones, therg was very little in the way of modern
communications/ information revolution, but there’s an

extraordinary commitment to the idea that girls should\ be

educated.
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We also, int%epal, had a chance to visit a number of women
who are part of Craft’s Cooperative, a producers association.
And these women, just a few years ago, would not have been
outside of their own homes, most of them would not have been
unveiled. The kind of energy that this woman in the center
displayed was exhilarating. She tohigifkhat she, like the

hundreds and hundreds who have been drawn into these crafts \
associations, had always been inside her home, had never been

able to do anything on her own, had been married at a very young

age, but had always loved to paint, and someone had seen what she

had done and convinced her to go out and do it and sell it, and

she in turn, because it was income producing, could convince her

P
amily, starting with her mother in law, that that was something

//////ihat was good for the whole famile— ="

Lk - # g‘égﬁmw \
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Bangladesh was one of the countries that s most “fl&lfﬁ»,pu
L

interested in visiting because;?’was most familiar with their M Lrg,
development work. This is Prime Minister Zia, again, a woman who f;%eid
is in power because of a feudal dynasty. Her husband was %?ély
assassinated, she had never been active in politics before and =
now finds herself digging in and working very hard to try to
master the challenges that she’s confronting. You can see in the
faces of these women, whether its Prime Minister Bhutto or Prime
Minister Zia, just this extraordinary resolve to keep focused on
democracy and the other goals that they shared with their

husband, father, whoever they were closely related to. [End of

Tape 1)
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We went outside that classroom and visited some of the women

wheel. It was almost as though we had walked onto the t of a
Bibligal epic. But despite the fact that this was a yillage that
I'm sure by standards of villages in Pakistan was mgre advanced
than any other, it was a village in which women wegre constantly
doing the wo that you see being done there. Ahd yet in a
onversation with abou en mothers who were siAtting in a circle
talking to me, this one women said that she had had ten children,
five boys and five girls, and she wished she had known about
family planning before ‘\because that was oo many children to try
to educate. She sent her daughters to/the school we had just
seen, but then there was no ‘other sféhool to send thgm to because
there was no high school to sehd fhem to when they finished
primary school. So despite a great big_Poster outside this
school which said education ji& for &irls and had pictures of
girls doing things, their aépirations have exceeded their
capacity to be able to prdduce educational opportunities for the
girls. But there is a fecognition, and I fund it deeply rooted
in a lot of the convefsations, in the evidence from research and
the other sources at I had, that there is a changing attitude
among many peoplg, particularly among the large grQup of rural
citizens in Pgkistan about the importance of educatihg their
girls. And/that’s one of the reasons that the USAID ihitiative
that I arnounced in Copenhagen to promote education for &irls is

so important.

10
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Dr.

Yunus is a PHd economist trained in the US, from
Bangladesh, and upon finishing his work, he returned to
Bangladesh, about 15 years ago, with the idea that he wanted to
extend credit to both men and women who were poor, thinking that
there was a way to unleash their energies. The Grameen bank then
began as really an outgrowth of his vision of what could be
accomplished. Through that he learned that women were much
better credit risks than men and he began to move away from his
original goal, which at the time was considered quite outlandish -
- lending 50-50 to men and women, to lending to women primarily,
so that now 98% of his borrowers are women.
pod C a2 &zﬂfﬁ QQL%LJ1Z7

We visited a Hindu village of untouchables outside of
Jessore, Bangladesh, and it was remarkable on many levels, but
one reason is that we were able to visit one of the Grameen
Villages, and when this village, for logistical reasons, was
chosen, the nearby Muslim village sent its women to visit as
well. So there had never been a visit like this to a Hindu
untouchables village, there had never been a gathering like this
of about 150 Hindu and 150 Muslim women, all of whom were talking
about how the ability to earn income had changed the lives of
themselves and their families. There was also in Bangladesh the
only real encounter we had with opposition to our visit and

particularly the kind of sites that I was interested in visiting.

21
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There was some outcry against g@ influencing, or trying to

influence, the life of Bangladesh and my highlighting NGOs like

Grameen. And we talked about this with these women, and the women

were very forthright about what they had fffiﬁ

2
=

they told were again quite remarkabl }4 indgreat
detail how when she decided she wanted to borrow money from

24
Grameen she was told by the|Muslim pfiest |in her village, that if

she and her family became members of the Grameen borrowing group,

that no member of her family would receive a religious burial.
R M I e e 2 : i b

And she-said, "I talked with my husband about this, because it

was very serious. But we decided that it was good for our
family," and she ended by saying, "So we went ahead and we
borrowed the money and now what we must do is get a different 77&ﬂ4@a112*

5{}9ﬁ/i551%§P4"' And it was such a remarkable step that could

have only been made because there was money coming into the

—

family. There was a tangible benefit from taking this very risky
step into the unknown, because the propaganda against Grameen
tells these women that they are going to be kidnapped, put on
islands, forced to become Christians - there are a whole range of
threats put forward to try to prevent them from doing what you

see them doing, which is organizing themselves.

The way it works is that they are formed into a group and each

7
(Ef}i) The five women on this side, they are in a borrowing group.

woman waits her turn to borrow the money she needs. And she

cannot borrow until the woman before her has repaid the loan. So

22



there is support for each woman’s enterprise and a kind of
solidarity about what they are trying to achieve, which really is
the root of what makes the Grameen model work.
é;é;;t; (ﬁﬁd fo Ak?%££4ﬂ@>-w- mhuiﬁf¢iiuofﬁfaz

They havé here what are called the sixteen decisions,téﬂﬂ_
what I love about the sixteen—deeisteons, which are the
principles, the commitments, that women who join Grameen are
asked to make, {gﬁﬁ&gﬁﬁtgty go from the most basic -- "We shall
build and use pit latrines" -- to the kind of commitments about -
- "Je shall not inflict any injustice on anyone, neither will we
allow anyone to do so, we shall always keep our children and the
environment clear" -- , and a strong statement against dowry,
which is an amazing commitment on the part of these women because
it would appear that by standing against dowry -- neither to pay
it nor to receive it-- they are swimming against the cultural
tide in a very strong current, but they do so because they can

see the tangible benefits to their own lives.

/Y



\\\;s:ent from there to this setting, which is the Labo;g
Unive

ty of Management Sciences, which is a joint USAYD and

Pakistan pxivate sector effort. 1In this setting ther¢ are a
number of women, this is an entire class of women who have come
back for graduate education in management and trajhing -- again I
wish all of you could have been there with me, Pecause in talking
with these women, ma of whom are older thanp/average, who are
college students and evwen graduate student$, there is an
extraordinary amount of eénergy -- thes€ women want opportunities
to take decision-making responsibi¥ities in their societies.

They want to be part of the & epreneurial and business life of
their country. They also ha¥e\all of the kinds of questions that
women in our own country have. hey want to know whether its
possible to make more mghey than their husband and still have a
marriage, whether its Jpossible to ba ance family and work in this
part of a life; they grilled me quite hard about why so many
marriages in Amerjcan break up, and does that have to do with
women leaving tHe home and going out into the workplace. There
was quite a 16t of very important personal quastions about how
they were going to meld their ambitions for the own lives with
their traditions, as well as fit into the larger sSociety which is
obviougly not changing as broadly as they hope it will when they

are feady to assume more responsibility.

And I also want to say a special word about Prime Minister

Bhutto. I know that there are those who have criticized some\ of

11



This is one of the non-traditional work pieces that are done
by the Grameen women. They are ygfi:gf;;ggé_ipd concrete beams
that they then, the women who make them, sell to other women who
are using them to build their houses with loans that they have
taken out from the Grameen bank. So there is a whole market, a
whole self-sustaining market that is being created and there are
many other kinds of work t%gf Epe_women do that they then sell
one to the other. .My daughter=&nd-i-were wearing some of the

clothes that they make out of the material that they produce.
|
And the kind of organizatiion that it takes to move from the work

that women always do to being producers and sellers of that work ~
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There is such a direct relationship between the kind of
feminism you see at SEWA and at Grameen and the kind of results
that flow to the families because of that. That linkage really
makes the whole system work. The kind of work that the women are
doing is very broad. They are doing traditional crafts,
certainly, they are buying milk cows for their families. One
woman told‘zé g;tadly that with her first loan she bought a milk

cow, with her second loan she bought a second milk cow and with

s
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Some of you may have heard some reports about a poem that I
was privileged to read at the speech I gave at the, Rajiv Gandhi
foundation and this is the young woman who wrote it. The
principle of her school came to see me at a lun¢heon that Mrs.
Wisner, whese husband is the Ambassador to India for us, gave and
she said we had hoped to have you come visit/our school, but we
couldn’t, so we yave you this poem; and the/more that I think
about the issues that are important to us and try to think of
ways to give life to those issues, the mgre convinced I am that
its part of finding our Vvoice as people/who are believe in human
rights and women’s rights and finding/a voice that resonates with
as many people as possible. This pgem, I don’t know if you can
see that - entitled "Silence" - Xeally captured what it is I
think many women, not just womien im\India, or women in that
region of the world, but wgmen around he world confront as they
attempt to find a voice at really does\articulate the complex
feelings that they hav¢ about our own personal situations and
also the larger society. The kind of voice that I hope w%}l lead
to the UN Fourth Woyld Conference on Women and en froﬁ it with
some kind of call fo action that will be stripped &f political
rhetoric, stripped of the kind of arguments that are\beyond where
most women in the world currently find themselves in térms of
their own situyation, and instead rooted in what could be \done,
and how it cgould be done, if women were given the voice to
overcome eir fears, as the women at SEWA said, to stand up\for

themselves, for their families and for their communities. \
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her third loan she bought a rickshaw for her husband to do
=rhat S
something to help the family. I-mean,—tba#=s what Dr. Yunus
said, when you give the opportunity to borrow to a woman she
invests in her family. She often will go and buy her children
back, because many of these women have sold their children to be
indentured servants, they didn’t really make the decision, the
decision was usually made by their husband and mother-in-law. But
they go and buy their children back, they send their children to
school, they begin to do things that give opportunities to the
entire family. In contrast, according to the Grameen experience,
men are more likely not to invest in the family, to not be able
to use the money effectively to build wealth, because they do not

have that same sense of connection to how that money can make a

difference in that family unit.




the steps that she’s taken and I know that there is roem, as
there always is in these situations, for legitimate €riticism.
But I think it’s always constructive to put yoursglf in the
position of the person who is charged with this/kind of
responsibility. She had a luncheon for me to which she invited
about sixty\women, some of whom are quite critical of her,

in which we talked about human rights in Pakistan; we talked
about some of the\large development struggles that they are
engaged in and I thirk that her efforts fo weave through the many
complex challenges that\she faces are gverwhelming in their
intensity. I was very pleased that Mer visit to our country did
go well, and we’re trying to suppo¥t her as much as we possible

can.

It’s a bit humbling, tg say the deast, in talking to all of
the women who I will show you in these éi des, who have assumed
position of political Yeadership, often after their own
extraordinary travails, including imprisonmenk, torture, gfile
and almost inevitably, the assassination of hGEcTﬁds, fafhers,
brothers, sons ahd even mothers and sisters. So for those of us
in this countyy who become impatient with our own fa ings and
with one angther, it is useful to reflect on the price \that other
people ardund the world are paying‘tgﬁtry to keep democracy

thrivipg.
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We also visited a family health clinic which was run in
another village which was an NGO sponsored clinic, but funded
with USAID and other sources of funds. And the women who were
coming to the clinic were both coming for nggﬂiégﬂﬁé%fvﬁgyp and
advice, were coming for pregnancy checkups, coming for well child
check ups, and in talking with a number of women who were there,
they had been able, finally, to start spacing their children
because of this clinic, which came to them and which we cut our
support for, as many of you know so well, during the 1980s, and
are now trying to pick back up our support, to support this kind
of grass roots outreach, to women where they live. And that’s
another program that we will have to be very vigilant in trying
to protect. A lot of the information that the women get has to
do with nutrition, weaning of children, very basic kinds of help
that enable them to keep these babies alive, and by keeping them
alive and healthy they are better able to space their children,
have smaller families, invest more in those babies. We also
still are fighting the battle of formula introduction in
countries, including our own, which has undermined the health and
well-being, particularly in developing countries, of babies,
because you don’t have the hygiene to safely prepare most
formulas and deliver them, and so there’s a big push on to try to
encourage women to breast feed which is something that is a real
cultural tension because they look at the West and they think
that it must be better because we still have more bottle feeding

than breast feeding.
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This is a government school for girls. One of the goals

that the Prime Minister that you saw earlier has set is to try to
convince more families to send their children to school and
particularly to increase the number of girls. These girls are in
school under one of two programs. Either their families get a
food allotment every week, so that the families do not have to
put them out to work to make money for the food, or their
families get a direct payment to keep their girls in school.
This Food-for-Education program, which the Prime Minister
conceived of, we saw in action. We happened to be there the day
that the families showed up for their food allotments, and they
were extremely poor. They werebgg;;k? than any—ef—the peopie-l1

i i S%%eir big sack of
food made a very big difference in their lives. And this
community was very proud of their being able to send their girls
to school because again they could see direct results. It wasn’t
being told that if you send her to school she’ll be a better
educated person and that will make the family better. There was
something very direct that they could benefit from if they made

that decision, which was a difficult decision for many of them.
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é) //) The kind of work that the USAID and our government have done

directly benefits us as well as the countries in which we do it.
This is a picture from the International Center for Diarhhreal
Disease Research. This center has been in the forefront of
creating the oral rehydration salts that Jim Grant, the late head
of UNICEF, used to carry around with him. It has been at the
forefront of combatting cholera and malaria and it has saved
countless lives. It can also be directly benefitting us here at
home if we only learn the lessons of lower-tech medicine that can
be equally effective. This gentleman standing there witﬁi;éiis a
Doctor from Louisiana who is there, <I=Eb¥mky—for six months. We
have babies who die of diahhrea in this country and we spend
about a half a million dollars on intravenous feeding. And there
is no evidence that intravenous feeding is any more effective
than feeding on a regular basis, at home, or in the hospital, the
mixture of salt and sugar and clean water that has saved the
lives of babies in this hospital. The difference of course is
that it’s labor-intensive and our medical system is moving more
and more toward eliminating nurses and other personnel in favor
of more and more machinery. And it’s a real problem when you see
what the impact is both in terms of lives and costs. But that

M
center is something we i%ydld be very proud of.

This is the last stop, it’s in Sri Lanka. We hame a woman
Ambassador, Ambassador Schaeffer. We have another woman

President, and this woman is both a widow and an orphan, as they
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call her in Sri Lanka - her father and her husband were
assassinated. She is trying very hard to negotiate peace with
the Tamal separatists in northern Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka has a
higher standard of living, higher health—industrissf?)>, higher
literacy rates than the other countriegzidtisited. Its growth
rate is about 7% a year, it has an enormously positive future,
but it is being sapped by the constant battle with the
Separatists in the North, and she has very courageously
determined that she is going to try to bring about some kind of

negotiated peace.

We also visited a wonderful project that is run by a

Catholic nun named Sister Bernice, who has an all service project

- it’s education, ig;%ggégggégﬂég£4éﬁg§%, it’s a production unit

for women who are trying to become income producing, again, jkbm;a;¢z
largely funded by USAID, a very direct example of making a ;f“&??Qz;
difference in the lives of lots of people.

j‘./‘wn‘ I_._,(:f"\_ (

Just when,g7thought the trip was over and there was nogglng -
Ll @

more to be seen, no more elephants to ride, Iwent—en,™my last f,_wlég
stop, and had a parade. And I-sheu—you—that, pécause it was Jﬁjn«
always that kind of experience - going from conversations with e
people who were intent upon changing many of the conditions in Sy

which people found themselves, and then being very much reminded
of the culture and traditions in the various countries and the

kind of constant tension that was working its way out as they
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attempted to be democratic in promoting the kinds of
opportunities, particularly for women, thagﬁf%ﬁzéiseen and had

talked about, throughout the trip.

That is a very fast overview, I just want to end with two

things - this is the Safe Home Delivery Kit. This can save
hundreds, thousands| of lives and when I was thinking about it, I
thought, this really is a metaphor because there are ways in
which each of us can help save lives. Maybe not literally, but
certainly figuratively here at home. That are maybe in our own
mind as simple as is and therefore often overlooked. So I’m
really going to keep this on my desk.

This is a Grameen banner. Now I think women’s groups in
American need banners|! We need lots and lots of banners. We need
a little fun, we need\a little color, we need a little
excitement, we need a little humor, and this is the insignia for
Grameen, which is the house, and sort of, you know, an arrow
pointing up, onward and\upward you know, make a better 1life
together, and a sense of)\solidarity that this banner represents,
I really brought home with me, in a way, because I liked to be
reminded of the work we have to do here at home, on a number of
issues that many of you here are engaged in. But also to remind
myself of the joy and the thusiasm that I saw among these
women, who were beginning to make decisions in their own lives,

and to try to capture some of that in our own efforts here at
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hone. BeenusE:EIEE:EBHVIHCEd'thaé{;é the battles we have ahead

of us, on behalf of people and programs and concerns that we
share, we have a great opportunity as well as a great challenge,
if we enter into it with the kind of positive feeling and

P
attitude that szaw so clearly in places very far from here.
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TALBOTT INTRODUCTION FOR HRC

I want to welcome all of you to the Department of State. More than
any building in town, this cne is usged to receiving visitors, and
pretty distinguished ones alL that. We routinely ro.l out the red
carpet for presidents and p-ime ministers, foreign ministers and
parliamentariang. They are the leaders of fheixr countries today.
You, however, are Lhe leaders of pur country fomorrow. ThaL wakes
your visit here especially important -- and especially welcowe.

That's why Mrs. Clinton has agreed to ccme over and be the featured
speaker at this occaslioi. She will be talking abcut the five
countries of South Asia that she visited for twelve days in March
and April.

Before she cowes Lo Lhe wicrophone, she has asked me to say a few
words about the global ard historical context for her remarks,

Whaen most of you wexre born, 20 or so years ago, the Celd War was
sLill Lhe ceniLral fact of life on the planet. TO a great extent,
the titanic rivalry between the U.S. and the Soviet Union drove and
shaped our foreign policy. It defined whom we were Zor, whom were
againset, and how much we would spend abroad, what we’d spend it on.

Taen, around the time that most of you were starting high school,
the Cold War ended: the Soviet uUnion, the Warsaw Pact, the Iron
Curtain -- all that ceased to exis:-.

Suddenly, almost over night, people living in what we’d thought of
as "enemy territory" -- Russians and Ukrainians and Czechs and
Mongolians and numerous others -- became citizens of what we now
call "new independent states," countries that we now consider
partners. They adopted constitutions and held free elections.
They embraced the politics of demccracy and the eccnomics of the
free market.

We Americans can and should feel proud of what we've accomplished
in promoting peace, freedom and prosperity around the globe. But
we can’t rest, or draw back, or rest on our laurels. Far from it,
In some ways, our work of building the post-Cold War world has jus:
begun. Why? Because, in addition to our traditional friends and
allies, countries that used to take their 1lead, however
unwillingly, from the Kremlin, now unabashedly count on us to help
them in their transition to democracy and their integration with
the Westt. If wa do not provide that leadership, there is no other
country that can or will step in and lead in our place.

Yet our ability to play that role is in question -- and I‘d even
say it’s in jeopardy. There are those in Congress, where I know
some of you are werking this summer, who want to slash, drastically
and irxesponsibly, the amount of money that is available to our
governmenc to spend abroad in furtherance of American national
interests.
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Moxc correctly, I should say they want to keep slashing. Over the
past decade, the amount of money the U.S. government has spent on
foreign policy hac dropped nearly 40% in real dollars, adjusted for
inflation -- and is now at its lowest level in over half a century.
We’'ve long since cut moat of the fat out of our forsign-affairs
budget, and we’re now in danger of cutting into muscle and bone and
vital arteries.

Today, our spending on all our forcign-affaire activities
rapresents only a 1little over one percent of total federal
spending. That tiny proportion pays for all our cmbacgice and
diplomats overseas, for our forxeign aid and economic assistance
programs, [or our participaticon in international organizations and
our support for multinational peacekeeping operations, for many of
our arms contruvl linliLiatives, and for our cverseas public
information services.

What are we getting back from those programs? The answer is a more
stable, more prosperous world lu which Americans will be able to
live, work, trade and travel.

For instance, we’ll be better able to sell American goods and
gervices -- and to provide jobs for Lhe Americans who produce them
-- if we continue tc use our diplomacy to fight for cpen markets.
That means actively engaging not only with develuped natlions, such
as Japan, but also with developing onegs, such as Indonesia, where
Mrs. Clinton visited with the Presidernt last November, and Brazil,
where I was last week,

Our foreign policy also directly affects the salZety of Americans
here at home. U.S. embassies thousands, even tens of thousands, of
miles from here serve as early-warning and command posts for our
experts who are battling against international crime, dArug
trafficking, terroxism, and the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction. Better we shou.d deal with bad guys on their home
turf before they can set up operations on our own.

I want you all to understand how these programe matter to you and
your families, wherever you live, because every single one ot the
programs I‘ve mentioned, Elus countless others, will be
underfunded, perkaps to the pcint of having to go out of business -
- very much at the expense of the U.S. national interest -- unless
there is bipartisan support for a responsible foreign-affairs
budget.

So much for the general point. Now, to bring us down to the
specifics, here is Mrs. Clinton. During her recent visit to South
Asia, she saw -- and encouraged -- nations that are eager to
improve their relationg with the U.S. in the wake of the end of the
Cold War; nations that are counting on us to work with them as they
open their economies up to international trade and investment. She
saw how countries that foster broad political particéfation and
sustainable economic development tend to have ¢itizens with hope in
the future, citizens who are therefore less likely to harbor the
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anger and despair that fostexr the various ugly "isms" that threaten
the peace -- extremism, terrorism, fundamentalism -- and, I might
add, anti-Amcricanism. And she saw first-hand how the foreign
affairs agencies of the U.S. government have a crucial, enduring
role to play in ensuring that the positive rorces ot open societies
and open markets will prevail over hatred and despair and violence
in thig increasingly interdependent world of ours.

In ghort, she saw that our pulicy of remaining engaged in the world
today is the most prudent, hard-headed investment that we can make
in cur own security tonurrow, when your generation will, not too
many years from now, take over from ours.

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome to the State Department the
Firat Lady of the Uunited States.

g uud
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The Hugh Hullabaloo

ay 2, A.S. (After Scandal):
D Heartthrob Hugh Grant—arrested

Tuesday allegedly in the middle of a
lewd act with a “known prostitute™—has fled
Los Angeles while tabloids from near and far
swmmdwstmyl&eeagetmtsatawm

“Heh.asleftLA. his remarkably

Howard Weitzman's office last night
confirmed that Grant has retained the
high-profile celebrity lawyer. Meanwhile,
some tabloid reports had the British actor
winging his way home to London to beg for
forgiveness from girlfriend Elizabeth
Hurley. And she, poor girl, was mobbed by
hungry photographers yesterday as she tried

%Mum;‘

to keep her schedule ot meetings. Reporters
who claimed to have talked to friends of the
Estee Lauder face variously described her as
“humiliated,” “angry,” * tunned” and
“devastated.” All, howe rer, seemed to agree
that she'd stand by her man of eight years.

Pro Divine Brown, a; you might expect,
was the most sought-aft>r woman in
Hollywood yesterday, with British tabs vying
with TV scandal shows (o nab her story in
return for a hefty sum of cash. (And there are
still those wuglylittle rumors floating around
that Miss Brown may be a Mister. Ouch!)

And Hugh himself, as it turns out, must
have been one lonely guy. “1don’t go
anywhere. | have no social life anymore,” he
says in this month’s Vogue. “I can't
remember the last time | went out and had
fun. . . . I've got no time, and if | go out, it’s
‘Hugh has been a naughty boy." "

He got that right.

With Mary A'ma Welch

bl Lo boe 8 Evad Suiw WA AL 7,
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m The white polyester three-piece
suit that John Travolta wore in
1977's “Saturday Night Fever”
yesterday fetched an extraordinary
$145,500 from an anonymous
telephone bidder at a Christie’s East
auction in New York. The suit had
been put on the Nmkdb:;mne critic

|:ictura.
Hmuhdhutmhmm&m
the usual Wimbledon frenzy to mob
the German super-model as she
autographed copies of “Memories.”
= WtuteHomespokesxmnMih
MecCurry said yesterday that
President Clinton was sorry for any
inconvenience caused to travelers at
the Portland, Ore., airport when he
and Vice President Gore went on a
brief shopping spree the other day.
A motorcade carrying the leaders to
their respective planes caused a
traffic jam Tuesday night when the
duo stopped to buy smoked salmon
after an economic conference.

A Village to Call Her Own

m First lady Hillary Clinton, who told rural
Bangladeshi villagers during her recent South Asia visit
that she didn’t keep cows in the White House and once
eamed more than her husband, so impressed the local
folks thgl they renamed lhelr hamlet Hillarypara in her
honor,

Mdhmscmm&nkandmdh
first lady’s hosts on the Bangladesh stop of her

o ﬁm—mhmﬁsalwmmespnng

Yunus, who is visiting Washington, celebrated his
55th birthday yesterday at a reunion lunch at the Oval
Room restaurant with Mrs. Clinton and several
journalists, reports The Post's Molly Moore.

Many Bangladeshi leaders reportedly were upset
that Yunus decided to take the first lady to a village of
untouchables that was previously shunned by local
officials. However, Mrs. Clinton said the stop at the
former Moishahatipara (“para” means village) was a
highlight of the trip.

Semper Fries?

. investigated.”

@ It's probably safe to say that the brass at the Naval
Maritime Intelligence Center is raising hell over a certain
flag-raising yesterday that briefly left the McDonald's
emblem soaring—instead of that of the Marine Corps.
The renegade unfurling took place during the daily
ritual at the Suitland outfit, said John Roach, the very
ofﬁua!mrdmgspokmun!urﬂieﬂhﬂc “The error
was discovered immediately and the prank is being

Needless to say, the Marine Corps flag was soon
flapping as usual, and the offending mischief-maker(s)
might very well want to look into a future in fast food.







