






















































































































































































Hillary Clinton arrives in Nepal

KATHMANDU, March 31 =--

U.s. Flrst Lady Hillary Clinton began a three-day tr1p to Nepal on Friday
by visiting a health care center run by American women in Kathmandu.

She also visited an exhibition of Nepalese handicrafts at a local hotel
before meeting Nepalese Marxist-Leninist Prime Minister Man Mohan Adhikari.

Earlier, Clinton flew in from India on the third leg of her Asian tour to
be greeted by Queen Alshwarya Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah and Princess Shruti Shah.

Clinton's visit to Nepal is the first by the wife of a serving U.S.
president. It is also the first time the Nepalese queen has personally
received a visiting dignitary on arrival.

Nepal's communist government is giving Clinton red-carpet treatment, having
feared it would be boycotted by the United States.

In two places, however, she was greeted by staunch communists waving black
flags and placards reading "Yankee go home" and "Down with U.S. Imperialism."
About 35 protesters were bundled into police vans.
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U.S. first lady arrives in Bangladesh

By SABIR MUSTAFA=
DHAKA, April 2 (UPI) U S. first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton arrived in

the Bangladeshl capital Sunday, saying she hoped to learn more about the
natlon's programs to eliminate poverty.

"I hope to learn more about the special efforts being made to help women
and children achieve their full potential in life'', Mrs. Clinton, who is
traveling with her teenage daughter, Chelsea, said in a brief statement.

Bangladesh is the fourth stop on a five-nation South Asia tour for the
wife and daughter of U.S. President Bill Clinton. The entourage arrived around
midmorning at 2Zia International Airport aboard a U.S. Air Force Boeing 707.
““Mrs. Clinton is very excited about her visit to Bangladesh,'' a White House
spokesman said earlier.

In her airport statement, the U.S. first lady said she has always been an
admirer of the people of Bangladesh for the ~“determination and creativity
they have shown in building .a free society.'!' _

“This nation has always been a model of 'self-reliance and resilience, one
whose success in building a free society and a vibrant economy have much to
teach the world,'' she said.

Mrs. Cllnton, who was received at the airport by Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Asm Mostafizur Rshman, did not speak to the press. .

But the press spoke loudly, welcoming the first lady in language that
bordered on sycophantic. :

““Hillary Clinton is coming'', screamed a multicolored headline atop
a front-page story in ~“Ittefaq,'' Bangladesh's largest-selling newspaper.

But this treatment was comparatively restrained. Others dug into history
and compared the Clintons with the Kennedys.

“The Clinton couple's commitment to affirmative action programs like that
of the Kennedys endear them to us. We welcome her visit in our midst with all
warmth and sincerity.'' wrote former d1plomat Mohluddln Ahmed in the op-ed
column of Sunday's Financial Express. £

The Clintons drove directly to Dhaka's lone flve-star hotel, the Sonargaon
Pan-Pacific, around which U.S. Secret Service agents threw a tlght security
cordon.

The presidential palace was the first official stop for the U.S. first
lady. Mrs. Clinton met briefly with President Abdur Rahman Biswas before
driving to the residence of U.S. Ambassador David N. Merrill at the other end
of the city.

Early Monday, Mrs.* Cllnton will begin the portion of the trip for which,
according to Foreign Ministry officials, she undertook the tour of India,
Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka examining the plight of women and
children.

She will fly to Jessore, 156 miles (250 km) west of Dhaka to visit
villages in which women have made a life through the Grameen Bank's credit
program. The Jessore trip will include sever miles (kilometers) of walking
along dirt tracks through some of the most backward rural landscape of
Bangladesh.

ward rural landscape in Bangladesh. She also plans to visit schools run by
Bangladesh's rural advancement committee, a non-governmental organization that
has made a name through innovative primary education for girls.

The U.S. first lady is scheduled to meet 25 of Bangladesh's most prominent
women, ranging from lawyers and businesswomen to human rights activists. Mrs.
Clinton and Chelsea are set to fly to Sri Lanka Tuesday morning.
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BC-NEPAL-HILLARY (PICTURE)
U.S. first lady takes elephant ride in Nepalese jungle

By Gene Gibbons

ROYAL CHITWAN NATIONAL PARK, Nepal (Reuter) - ““All elephants and agents,
Evergreen is on pachyderm, signal depart, depart.'®

That coded U.S. Secret Service radio message is fanciful, but U.S. First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, codenamed ° ~“Evergreen,'' did in fact ride an
elephant during a weekend safari in this Napalese game preserve 75 air miles
southwest of Kathmandu.

Not only that, she and her daughter Chelsea, 15, were preceded and
followed by elephants bearing bodyguards during their two-hour excursion into
the jungles of this remote Hindu kingdom.

Mrs. Clinton's overnight visit to the 360-square-mile park, which is home
to the rare Bengal tiger and hundreds of other wildlife species, was arranged
to give her a respite from the pomp and ceremony of her 12-day goodwill tour
of South Asia.

Before resuming her journey on Sunday with a two-day visit to Bangladesh,
the most densely populated large country in the world, the wife of President
Clinton took time out to unwind at _

a rustic jungle camp with only one telephone and no electricity.

Once a royal tiger-hunting preserve, Chitwan is now considered to be one
of the finest game conservation areas in Asia.

Mrs. Clinton began her safari experience after a day of events in the
Napalese capital, Kathmandu, which were designed to politely push for better
treatment of women in a country that is still very much a man's world.

She was the third important foreign visitor to Nepal in recent weeks --
preceding her to the constitutional monarchy where a communist government is
now in power were a senior North Korean diplomat and the foreign minister of
Cuba.

During her elephant ride and a subsequent boat trip, the First Lady and
her daughter saw rheinoceros, deer, monkeys and wild boar. But the closest
they came to a tiger was seeing some pawprints.

Before dining by keroserne lantern Saturday night, she and Chelsea got
full-scale briefings by a U.S. official and a tiger expert on efforts to
improve Nepal's environment.

Mrs. Clinton was in the midst of a 20,000-mile journey that began last
Sunday in Pakistan. India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka were the other
counties on her itinerary.

In Bangladesh she'was to get a first-hand look at a bank for poor,
landless women in the southwest region of the country that has gained
international acclaim.

She also planned to v151t a world-renowned center for research into the
treatment and prevention of diarrhea, a major killer of infants and children
in this part of the world.

Mrs. Clinton was to go on to Sri Lanka Tuesday and return to Washington
April 6.
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