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BASICS

BASIC SUPPORT FOR INSTITUTIONALIZING CHILD SURVIVAL
Tel : 602714, 888526, Fax : 880-2-883391, House # 15, Road # 103, Gulshan, Rk 12129 1 99

Ms. Hillary Clinton
White House
Washington, D.C.
USA

Dear Ms. Clinton,

Let me be among the first to welcome you to Bangladesh! You can not imagine
everyone's delight to hear you will be coming in April to Dhaka.

| applaud you and President Clinton for your firm stance on health care for the USA
despite considerable resistance in certain quarters. | am cognizant of the efforts of the
Clinton administration to ensure national childhood immunization in the USA. The
Bangladesh immunization program is considered a tremendous success story
worldwide with technology transfer to share.

| have heard from the Mayor of Jessore Municipality that you will be visiting a rural
village in Jessore. This particular city has done an outstanding job in immunization
with some of the highest coverage in the country. | would like to invite you to spend
even a short time to share the lessons learned from this program.

Furthermore, our Bangladeshi project officer assigned to Jessore is the only woman
I've been able to recruit for a field-based job, considering that most women are not
permitted to undertake the extensive travel that a field job requires. As an aside, | am
the only woman project director of the over forty USAID projects in Bangladesh. We
would be available to accompany you on your visit, if needed.

In 1985, only 2% of Bangladesh's children were fully vaccinated. Bangladesh joined
the global challenge to vaccinate 80% of their children by 1990. USAID became a
partner in 1988, focussing on communication and urban strategies. By 1994, urban
coverage for under-two year old children reached over 80%. A strong project team of
committed and competent Bangladeshi health professionals was the key to success.
The team has galvanized broad intersectoral and interministerial support for child
survival, with a major task of coordinating the various partners.

| enclose some information about the project.

I know of your early recognition of the incredible work of Professor Yunus and
Grameen Bank and of the replication efforts in Arkansas. The empowerment of
women may be the single most critical factor to Bangladesh being able to address the
tremendous difficulties at present and in the future.

A USAID-financed project administered by the Partnership for Child Health Care, Inc.
Partners : Academy for Educational Development, John Snow, Inc., and Management Sciences for Health
1600 Wilson Blvd., Suite 300 Arlington, VA 22209 USA Phone : 703-312-6800, Fax : 703-312-6900



| believe you are the highest official from the USA to ever visit Bangladesh and your
presence will give encouragement to all who are working for development here. Your
visit to Bangladesh and the strong professional woman role model you represent will
go further to encourage women here than you can ever imagine.

Sincerely,

oy o

Mary A. Carnell MD MPH

cc:  Mr. David N. Merrill, U.S. A. Ambassador to Bangladesh



IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 7, 1962

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Schedule for Mrs. Kennedy's Trip
to India and Pakistan

{Note: Exact times for some events and details subject to change.)

March 8

March 9

March 10

Leave Washington for New Yak via Caroline - 12:30 p. m.

Leave New York City by FPANAM 114 for Rome - 7:30 p. m.

I O N

6.

Arrive Faris - 8:25 a.m. (flying time, 6 hrs. 55 mins.)
Depart Paris - 9:30 a.m.

Arrive Rome - 11;10 a. m.

Motorcade airport to city

Visit with Fresident Giovanni Gronchi at the Cuirinale - time
to be announced

(Eress Note: Arrival photos only at Cuirinale)

Return to Villa Taverna

(Press taking Air India charter invited dinner by airline, 9:00 p. m., March 10,
Restaurant Rupe Tarpea at corner Via Venuto and Fiazza Barbarini)

March 11

March 11

March 12

March 13

March 14

1‘
2

Depart Villa Taverna approximately 10:20 a. ni.

Audience with His Holiness Pope John XXIII at 11:00 a. m.;
followed by a visit with His Eminence Amleto Cardinal
Cicognani, Secretary of State of the Holy See.

(Fress Note: Fhotographers pool in Vatican inner courtyard
for Mrs. Kennedy's arrival will include all White House
photographers. American press and staff accompanying Mrs.
Kennedy probably will be presented to the Fope after Mrs.
Kennedy. Vatican photographer takes still and reel photos
of actual audience on pool basis.)

Mass at approximately 11:30 a, m., Norta American College;
Archbishop Martin J. O'Connor, Rector.

(Press Note: Fhotos at West Entrance)

Depart Rome on Air India charter flight at 9:00 p. m.
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Arrive New Delhi - 9:30 a.m. _

(Press Notc: Briefing, 12:15 p.m.; Ambassador's luncheon
for Press Farty, 1:15 p.m.

Call on Vice Fresident - 4:00 p. m.

Lay sheaf of roses at Ghandi's tomb - 4:45 p. m.

.Return to house via American Embassy

Free evening

Morning free

(Press Note: Embassy briefing about 10:00 a. m. - Indian
Economic Development “

Lunch with Fresident of India - 1:00 to 2:30 p. m.

Visit Children's Ward, All -India Medical Institution, 4:00 p.m.

Move to Frime Minister's Residence - 5:00 p. m.

Formal dinner with Frimie Minister - 8:15 p. m.

Visit Bal Saharjoug( children's h ospital or orphanage) - 10:00a. m.
Fresentation of Children's Carnival of Art to Mrs. Indira

Chandi - 12:45 p. m. -

Lunch with Frime Minister - 1:15 p. m.

MORE
(OVER)
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Visit Cottage Industries Emporium- 3:00 p. m.
5. Attend Rabindera Bhavan dedication ceremonies
6. Dinrer with Prime Minister -~ 8:15 p.m.

Depart for Railroad station - 10:00 a. m

Depart by special train for Fatehpur  Sikri - 10:30 a.m.

lunch on train

Arrive and visit Fatehpur Sikri - 2:30 p. m.

. Reboard train for Agra - 4:00 p.m.

Visit Taj Mahal. Reboard train for rest and dinner - 5:00 p.m.
Visit Taj Mahal in moonlight - 8:00 p.m. . ,
Guest house for night - 9:00 p. m.

—
-

March 15

™

N O W

March 16 Leave for airport - 10:00 a. ni.

. Departure for Udaipur in chartered Dakota - 10:30 a.m.
‘Arrive Udaipur - 12:20 p. m.

Arrive Maharana's Palace - 1:00 p. m.

. Frivate lunch and rest

Vb W

Vieit Cld Palace - 10 a. m.

+ Private lunck at Palace - 1:00 p. m.

Boat trip on Pichola Lake - 4:00 p. m.

Mrs. Kennedy appears at Maharana's reception - 7:45-8 p.m.
Formal dinner with Maharana - 8:15 p. m.

March 17

U W N
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March 18 Depart for Mass in St. Faul's High School Chapel - 9:45 a.m.
Mass - 10 a. m. ,

Depart for airport - 10:45 a. m.

Lepart by chartered Dakota for Jaipur - 11:30 a. m.

Arrive Jaipur Prcceed to Raj Bhavan. - 12:45 p.m.
Frivate lunch at Raj Bhavan

Formal dinner with Governor - 8:15 p.m.

PR =ATE AN A

Mazrch 19 l. Move to Maharajah's - 10:30 2. m. - no engagements
March 20 Optional sightseeing - 10:3C 2. m

Leave for Delhi - 3:00 p. m.

Arrive Delhi - 3:45 p.m.

Formeal dinner at Embassy Chancery - 8:30 p. m.

oW

Final call on Prime Minister and observe Holi celebrations

11: 00 a. m.
. Depart for airport - 3:00 p. m.

Depart by President Ayub Kan's plane for Pakistan - 3:30 p.m.
sfirrival Lahore - greeted by Fresident Ayub Khan - 5:30 p.m.
Cavalcade to Governor's Palace

Frivate dinner - 8:00 p. m.

—
.

March 21

(oA ) B~ PUIR oS ]

Attendance Horse Show - 10:00-11:30 a.m
Cuiet lunch

Rest
Official dinner with tremdent before torchlight tattoo at

Horse Show (Toasts a2nd gift s exchanged) - 8:00 p. m.

March 22

N

March 23 1. Depart Governor's Residence for airport. Greet members of
(Republic Day) American Community at airport.
2. Arrive Rawalpindi - 11:20 a. m.
"3. Go by car to Taxila for picnic lunch - visit museum and
excavations - 12:15 - 3:30 p.m.
4, Rest - 3:30 - 7:00 p. m.

MORE
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Make short appearance President's reception - 7:00 p. m.
6. Small official dinner with President Ayub Khan - 8:00 p.m.

w

March 24 l. Depart for Feshawar - 10:15 a. m.
2. Arrive Peshawar - greet American community at airport
and proceed to Khyber Fass - 10:45 a.m.
3. Arrive at Jamrud for meeting with tribal Maliks - 12:00
4. Leave for Tor Kham - 12:10 p. m. - arrives 12:45 p.m.
5. Leave for Khyber Rifles Mess at Landi Khotal - 1:60 p. m.
6. Arrive and lunch at Khyber Rifles Mess - 1:30 p.m.
7. Depart for Feshawar - 2:45 p. m.
8. Arrive Peshawar - 3:45 p.m.
9. Rest
10. Small official dinner by Governor of West Pakistan - 8:00p. m.
March 25 l. Mass in Peshawar - 9:00 a. m.
2. Depart by air for Xarachi - 10:00 a. m. - lunch on plane
3. Arrive Xarachi - 12:50 p.m. - Proceed to President's House
r. Visit chiidren's section of Jinnah Central Hospital - 4:00 p.m.
45 minute tour
5. Reception in Karachi et Ambassador Walter P. McConaughy's
house - 7:30 p. m.
6. Private dinner - 8:00 p. m.
March 26 l. Leave Karachi for Lcndon - 9:40 a.m.
2. Arrive London - 4:35 p.m.
March 27 London
March 23 London
March 29 Leave London for New York - 12:00 noon - PANAM 101

Hi# ¢ #
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, WBDNESbAY, MARCH 22, 1995

"Pakistan Asks for U. S Help in Crackdown on leztants

By JOHN F. BURNS

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, March 21
— Under growing pressure to crack
down on Muslim militants suspected
of plotting terrorist attacks abroad,
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto said
today that her Government favored
closing clandestine training centers

in Pakistan's North-West Frontier °

Province but would need help from
the United States.

““We in Pakistan simply don’t have
the resources on our own to carry
out the entire cleansing operation,”
said Ms. Bhutto, who met with Amer-
ican reporters ahead of a two-day
visit by Hillary Rodham Clinton that
begins this weekend. Prime Minister

Bhutto is scheduled to meet with -

President Clinton in Washington
next month.

The Pakistani leader said she
would appeal to the United States
and to other countries to help her
close down suspected bases of Arab
and Asian militants, including Mus-
lim religious schools and other or-
ganizations that have been used as
fronts for terrorist activities,

Questioning of terrorist suspects
seized recently in Peshawar, the
‘capital of North-West Frontier Prov-
ince, has revealed that the suspected
mastermind of the 1993 bombing of
the World Trade Center in New York
made a botched attempt to kill Ms.
Bhutto during the 1993 election cam-
paign that returned her to power,
Pakistani newspapers reported last
weekend.

The suspect, Ramzi Ahmed You-
sef, was -captured in a boarding
house in Islamabad six weeks ago
and was immediately deported to
New York.

The newspaper reports quoted un-
named police officials as saying that
Mr. Yousef had accidentally detonat- *
ed a bomb he originally intended to
place under a manhole cover near
Ms. Bhutto's family home in Karachi

\ in September 1993. The reports said .

! Mr. Yousef was treated for injuries
to his hands at the Aga Khan hospital
in Karachi and released.

Confirming the ' reports, Ms.

Bhutto said Pakistan had not known
the extent of the terrorist under-
ground here or its international links
until Mr. Yousef's arrest by Ameri-
can and Pakistani agents in in, Is-
lamabad on Feb. 7 set off a wider
inquiry.

“It was deeply disturbing to Paki-
-stan that somebody who is an inter-
national terrorist should have such
deep roots within Pakistan, and that
he should seek to influence the
course of an election,” she said.

Ms. Bhutto, who met with the re-
porters at the Prime Minister's
sumptuous residence on a 35-acre
estate overlooking Islamabad, re-
vealed that that the police are also
looking for an uncle of Mr. Yousef.
She did not name him but said that
he had recently disappeared from
his position as the director of an

Outo Pohl for The New York Times

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan discussed the fight against
terrorism yesterday during a meeting with reporters near Islamabad.

Arab assistance organization in Pe-
shawar, one of a cluster of Arab
social, educational and relief organi-
zations being investigated for possi-
ble terrorist links.

The Prime Minister added that the
police had “plenty of photographs’
of the man with what Ms. Bhutto
described as “hlgher-ups in Paki-

m "

The Paldstam leader said the pho-

tographs ““could be innocent, or not,”
and that the police would investigate
‘to determine whether Mr. Yousef’s
térrorist connections extended to in-
fluential people in Pakistan.

There is a growing sense among
Pakistanis that those responsible for
the widespread lawlessness that has
swept the country in recent years —
the drug barons who control the
country’'s pervasive heroin-traffick-
ing, the armed gangs that have run
amok in Karachi, and the terrorist
underworld in Peshawar — are pro-
tected by a network of influential
politicians and businessmen.

Ms. Bhutto hinted that powerful

forces are arrayed against the Gov-
ernment when she said that Paki-
stan could not move on “its own
against terrorists.

While her Governmept is pre-
pared to move against “drug barons,
militants and terrorists” in a way
that previous governments have not,
she said, “Pakistan on its own can-
not just go and shut down” terrorist
training camps, religious schools
and other places used as terrorist
fronts because doing so would
prompt the militants to fan out
across Pakistan and step up their
campaign of violence.

Ms..Bhutto said her message to
the United States would be: “You
are a fair nation. You have been our
allies. Help us to overcome militancy
and terrorism.” .

In these and other remarks, she
appeared to be suggesting that the
Clinton Administration should bol-
ster Pakistan’s stability by moving
to restore aid programs that were
worth more than $600 million annu-
ally before Washington cut off all

, watch list.
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Terrorists are operating in Northf
West Frontier Province.

A —
‘economic and military assistance to’#
the country in 1990. The aid was’s
‘suspended in a dispute over Paki=y

stan’s nuclear weapons program. =
But aides to the Pakistani Ieader-..
said her call for American help was~
also a reference to the use of Unlted;;
States influence in persuading other
governments, particularly in theZ}
Middle East and North Africa, to7d
take back their own nationals whb_‘;.-
have joined terrorist groups here. '}
Police officials and diplnmats"
have said that the Peshawar under-:
ground may have as many as 1,0003%
members drawn from a wide range’
of Arab countries, including Algeriaz;
Tunisia, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Sau:t
Arabia and the Sudan, as well agH
from nations in Central Asia and thew;
Far East, including the Philippines.=;
A series of events has drawn inters=
national attention Pakistan’s role asé:;
a base for terrorists. On March 8,3
gunmen in a stolen taxicab shot and
killed two Americans who were tra\rw
eling to work at 'the American conv.3
sulate in Karachi. Some suspect tha;;:
they were killed in revenge for thez
.arrest of Mr. Yousef, who faces a jail’Z
.term of as much as 240 years if he is::
‘convicted in a bombing conspiracy-
trial in New York. The World Trade&?
Center blast killed 6 people and inw
jured more than 1,000.
. Last week Pakistani investigatorgg
revealed that telephone calls Mrﬁ
Yousef made from Islamabad to Peeg
shawar in the hours before his arres{
had led them to six, and later severau
more, associates of Mr. Yousef whos
are being held on suspicion of
volvement in an Arab-led termris=
underground in Peshawar and ins
Quetta, a city in west-central PakizZ
stan that the police say has also beem
‘a sanctuary for terrorists. - -
It was in questioning those sus3e
pects, who include at least three"ﬂ
Arabs and an Iranian, that Pakistamq.

' .officials say they learned about theg

bombing attempt against Ms. Bhulw!-
and of the involvement in the Peshaw
war underground of:several reldZ®
tives of Mr. Yousef; including two

his brothers who are now on a polices

2088 BaR AL



orld Trade

Choice Draws
Modest Praise
Of U.S. Aides

By DAVID E. SANGER

WASHINGTON, March 21 — Ac-, =

cepting the Clinton Administration’s
reluctant endorsement of his candi-

dacy to be the first head of the World '
Trade Organization, Renato Rug-
giero declared today that “the past

is the past” and said he and the
American officials who once op-
posed him had now had a “‘meeting
of the minds.”

Mr. Ruggiero, who was once Ita-
ly's trade minister, spoke in Wash-
ington as the Administration formal-
ly declared that it would support his
appointment at a meeting of the ma-
jor trading nations scheduled later
this week in Geneva. The endorse-
ment guarantees Mr. Ruggiero the
post, and places him at the head of

the new worldwide grouping of 124 7

trading nations.

In a statement of support for Mr.
Ruggiero, Mickey Kantor, the United
States trade Tepresentative, was
hardly effusive in his praise. After

meeting with him this morning and

confirming a series of conditions
that the United States had placed on
its support, Mr. Kantor declared that
“we are satisfied that his ‘steward-
ship will advance our mutually
shared goals.”

' The decision ended a three-way
struggle that has gone on for nearly
nine months, and became a divisive
issue among countries in Asia, Eu-

rope and the Americas. Washington"

and the Latin American nations had
supported Carlos Salinas de Gortari;
the former President of Mexico. But
Mr. Salinas was forced to withdraw
after it became clear that he bore
some responsibility for Mexico’s
deep financial crisis and after his
brother was arrested in connection
with a political killing.

The other candidate, Kim Chul Su,
a South Korean economist, withdrew
his candidacy today. He has been
assured that he will receive the No. 2
post in the organization, American
officials said today. European na-
tions and their former colonies
backed Mr. Ruggiero.

In return for its support for Mr.
Ruggiero, the United States insisted
on a number of conditions, including
an understanding that he would
serve only one four-year term and
that the next head of the organiza-
tion would be a non-European. The
World Trade Organization is the suc-
cessor to the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade's secretariat,
which had been headed by Peter
Sutherland of Ireland.

Mr. Kantor also said that he had
reached an agreement that Asia, the
Americas and Europe would not get
into the same kind of intercontinen-
tal struggle over the group’s leader-
ship.

Today Mr. Ruggiero, a large man
known as “Rocky” with a jolly de-
meanor, went out of his way to talk
about how much he and Mr. Kantor
agreed upon. He said everyone had
benefited from the American con-

4

cessions Lhal led to an end to ‘the

competition.

“This became a hemispheric con
test, and that can lead to some na-
tionalism,” Mr. Ruggiero said. “But
believe me, all this is behind us.”

When American officials were de-
riding Mr. Ruggiero’s candidacy
several weeks ago, they described
him as an earnest bureaucrat who
had little vision for the future of the
new trade organization, which has
been given far broader powers under
the new world trade agreement.

He did nothing today to shake that

view. Mr. Ruggiero talked at length
but offered few specifics, describing
his role as one of achieving accom-
modation among the trading part-
ners, and declaring that he held little
i power himself “‘other than the power
of moral suasion.”
Mr. Ruggiero insisted that he had
'not agreed to any conditions on his
appointment, and said his only prior-
ities would be promoting free trade/
and strengthening the international
trading system.
But several diplomats say that the

United States exacted an agreement,

'from the European Union that agri-
cultural issues — the most politically
charged matters in reaching the last
GATT accord — would be the focus
‘of the next round of global trade
negotiations if another accord was
.sought. European countries had
been hoping to avoid such negotia-
tions, which would inevitably lead to
a further reduction of protection for
farmers.
Mr. Kantor declined today to de-

scribe the agreements he had struck.

with the Europeans in return foi
supporting Mr. Ruggiero.

Filipinos Angry

By Singapore

~ travel to the Philippines.

Over Execution

By PHILIP SHENON

MANILA, March 21 — President
Fidel V. Ramos appealed to the na-
tion today for “sanity and sobriety"’
as outraged Filipinos stepped up
protests across the country over the
execution last week of a Filipino
maid in Singapore.

The protests have alarmed the
Singapore Government, which today
issued a formal protest over the
burning of its flags here. Singapore
has also urged its citizens to avoid

The execution of Flor Contempla-
cion, who was convicted in Singapore
of the murder of another Filipino
maid and a 4-year-old Singaporean
child, has made Mrs. Contemplacion
into a martyr to the cause of migrant
workers’ rights. Nearly 75,000 Filipi-
nos work in Singapore, most as-‘
household maids or in other menial
jobs.

Mrs. Contemplacion was hanged
despite appeals from President Ra-
mos, who asked for a delay in the
execution in light of new testimony
suggesting that she was framed.

The testimony came from another
Filipino maid who said that the Sin-
gaporean boy died in an accidental.
drowning and that the maid was
murdered by the boy's vengeful fa-
ther, who blamed her in the drown-
ing. Singapore prosecutors said that
the new testimony was untrue, and
that Mrs. Contemplacion's convic-
tion was based on her confession.

Leading politicians and labor or-
ganizations- in the Philippines an-

wounced a new round of protests

‘over the execution today and urged
Filipinos to boycott Singaporean
products. To protect the Manila of-
fices of Singapore Airlines from at-
tack, the landlord today posted a
sign saying, “This building is owned
by Filipinos.”

While Mr. Ramos had earlier de-
clared Mrs. Contemplacion a nation-
al heroine whose death ’'will not be
in vain,” he warned at a meeting
with reporters here today in Manila
that. “the tragic death of Flor Con-
templacion” has been ‘‘used by
some people to promote their politi-
cal interests.”

“I hope that sanity and sobriety
will be restored in due time, and the

sooner, the better, because the coun- |

try has to move forward.” said Mr. |

Ramos, whose administration has
been criticized for doing too little to
help Mrs. Contemplacion and the
more than 2 million other Filipinos
who work abroad.

Protest organizers have vowed to
organize a series of demonstrations
throughout the country, culminating
with the largest on Sunday, when
Mrs. Contemplacion's body is to be
buried in her hometown of San Pab-
lo, sputh of Manila.

There were protests in several cit-
ies and provinces today. The mayor
of Davao, a city of a million people
on the southern island of Mindanao,
led about 1,000 city employees Mon-
day in burning a Singaporean flag.
The mayor, Rodrigo Duterte, urged

. Filipinos in Davao not to accept Sin-
gdporean investments and called for
a baveott of Singaporean goods.

S661 ‘22 HOMVIN KVG_SS’NGHM SHWIL 30X MAN dH.L



G
PM-Mrs Cllnton-Women‘Leaders, Bjt,0711
Women Rule in Male-Dominated Area Where Hillary Rodham CIlnton to Visit
By ARTHUR MAX= Associated Press Writer N

NEW DELHI, India (AP) When the American First Lady comes to the Indian
subcontinent a male-dominated region where women are usually silent and
invisible most of the state leaders she meets will be women.

-Appalling facts further define this paradox: Where women head the
governments of more than 1 billion people, two of every three women are
illiterate and impoverished; unwanted female fetuses are aborted and newborn
girls are killed; newlywed wives are murdered for bringing insufficient
dowry.

Hillary Rodham Clinton begins a 10-day tour on Frlday to study " “human
issues'' in a region where women are undeniably second-class citizens.

At the same time, South Asia has a compelling dynastic tradition that has
thrust women into leadership. _

Of the five nations Mrs. Clinton will visit, three Pakistan, Bangladesh .
and Sri Lanka are led by women who 1nher1ted power after the v1olent deaths
of their husbands or fathers.

Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga, whose father and mother were
both prime ministers, says voters have falth in ruling families and prefer
them to unknown politicians.

Feudalism and caste prejudices are imbedded in the history of the
subcontinent. They remain subtle forces not only in Hindu-majority India and
Nepal, but in the Islamic countries of Bangladesh and Pakistan and in
Buddhist-dominated Sri Lanka.

Bangladesh's Prime Minister Khaleda Zla, whose husband, President Ziaur
. Rahman, was assassinated in 1981, gives continuity to his political life.

““The people were happy and pleased with my husband's work. They thought I

could best complete the work he started,'' she recently told The Associated

Press.
Having women leaders does not mean equality for women in politics. In Sri

Lanka, for example, women occupy 5 percent of the parliament seats today the

same percentage as in 1947.
Mrs. Zia and Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto are widely criticized for

failing to lift their female citizens from subjugation or to ease their burden

of oppressive poverty.
Both reply, however, that they have started programs to broaden female

education and reduce birth rates that keep women minding babies through their

productive years.
But both women have limited maneuvering room. Each leads a conservative

Islamic country with vocal clerics who oppose any departure from the

traditional role for Muslim women. _
““Pakistan has laws heavily loaded against women,'' Asma Jahangir,

chairwoman of Pakistan's Human Rights Commission, said in Islamabad. ~“To undo

this, the leadership must make decisions regarding the framework of the
country's constitutional system.''

Ela Bhatt, an Indian social worker who wlll show Mrs. Clinton some of her
projects, says the blame should be spread more widely than the women at the
top. )
prmen politicians have never unlted to form an effective lobby, she said.
““When I was a member of Parliament, all the women toed the party line. They
have not been able to formulate a concrete vision or goals.'!

Women have been making their mark in South Asia since 1959, when Mrs.
Kumaratunga's mother, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, became the first female head of
government in modern times.

Mrs. Bandaranaike set a pattern when she assumed the leadership of Sri
Lanka after the death of her husband, Prime Minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike,
who was gunned down by a Bhuddist monk

The region's most towering figure in the last 30 years male or female

was India's Indira Gandhi, whose memory still evokes popular sentiment and is

capitalized on by the ruling Congress Party at election time.

She became prime minister in 1966, a year after her father and India's
first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, died of natural causes, and governed
for 17 years.

Mrs. Gandhi was idolized by the poor, though she took few concrete
measures to bring them education or give them the tools to better themselves.
But she had a powerful impact on women.

‘:As I travelled in India, I saw that women had in the back of thelr mlnds
the image of Indira Gandhi,'' said Mrs. Bhatt, the social worker. "“They knew

that here was a woman who had all the men under her control.'!

* ok ok ok filed by :APE-(=-=-) on 03/22/95 at 02:15EST %%¥%*
**%% printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 03/22/95 at 08:15EST *%&*



REMARKS AT MARCH 26, 1995 LUNCHEON HOSTED BY PRIME
MINISTER BENAZIR BHUTTO IN HONOR OF FIRST LADY HILLARY
RODHAM CLINTON

PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO:
Mrs. Clinton, distinguished friends:

It is an honor for me as a democratically elected woman Prime Minister of a
Muslim nation to welcome the First Lady to Pakistan and to South Asia. It is
also an honor for me as a Harvard woman to greet a daughter of Yale.
(Laughter.) For over two years, I and the rest of the people of Pakistan have
been utterly fascinated by the First Lady’s heroic efforts to redefine the role of
women in America, to substantively restructure the responsibilities of the office
of First Lady, and to provide caring and sensitive leadership on the key social
issues of the modern era. Women who take on tough issues and stake out new
territory are often on the receiving end of ignorance. I can personally attest to
that. Mrs. Clinton, I think you and I both should recall the words of Lady
Margaret Thatcher who once said, "if a woman is tough, she is strident, but if
a man is tough, gosh, he’s a great leader. (Laughter.) Mrs. Clinton, to me
and to the people of Pakistan, you are both tough and a great leader -- a great
leader for the cause of health care, a great leader for the cause of children, a
great leader for investing in the future, and a great leader and a great role
model to girls and to women all over this planet. When we were reelected to
office seventeen months ago, we too made a frontal assault on institutional
discrimination against women in our society. We have guaranteed that at least
ten percent of all federal bureaucratic jobs will be reserved for the women of
Pakistan. And we have established a women’s development bank for small,
female entrepreneurs, a bank run by women for women, where men can keep
their money but cannot borrow. We have established special women’s police
stations, police stations for women staffed by women for domestic violence
directed against women. And for the first time in the history of our nation,
women jurists are being appointed to the highest courts in our land. Last year I
appeared before the United Nations Conference on Population and Development
in Cairo and said to the assembled delegates, "I dream of a Pakistan, of an
Asia, of a world where every pregnancy is planned and every child conceived
is natured, loved, educated and supported.”" These were not idle words. My
government plans to train a hundred thousand lady health workers to teach
family planning and maternal health so that women can make the most



fundamental choices of their lives for themselves, and this is just the beginning,
the beginning for a new Pakistan. I think that our two countries, standing side
by side, can lead all of the world into a new era, an era where people are only
constrained by the self-imposed limits of their own dreams. Distinguished
ladies, the name of Hillary Rodham Clinton has earned a special place of honor
in history. Mrs. Clinton is a symbol to all women everywhere, in the east and
in the west, that women, yes they can. They can run corporations and run
households. They can be partners, as well as wives. They can be great
lawyers and still be great mothers. And when I think of you, Mrs. Clinton, I
also recall Adlai Stevenson’s words about another American first lady, Mrs.
Eleanor Roosevelt, who he said would light a candle and then curse the
darkness, and whose glow has warmed the world. Your glow and your
presence warms us today. On behalf of 130,000,000 Pakistanis, it is my honor
to welcome you into our home, and into our heart, and having concluded my
official welcome, I would now like to extend an informal welcome on behalf of
my spouse, Mr. Asif Zardari. The First Lady does not know it, but according
to newspapers in Pakistan, Mr. Asif Zardari is de facto Prime Minister of the
country. (Laughter) He says only the First Lady can appreciate it’s not true.

(Applause.)
MRS CLINTON:

Prime Minister, thank you for that warm welcome, and thank you for your
leadership--your leadership on behalf of your nation which has been such a
beacon to all of us as it has demonstrated clearly that this country, which has
got such a great and rich history, has also a great and rich future. And we are
especially pleased to be here to reaffirm the partnership and friendship between
our two countries and also between the peoples of our countries. I am
delighted for this opportunity to have the chance to meet some of the women
who are breaking new ground and giving new meaning to the opportunities of
women around the world here in this country. I have taken the chance that has
been given me every time I have traveled to visit with women in the countries
where I have visited, and I find that so much keeps us in common as we move
together to define our lives, that it is much more keeping in common than
keeping us separate that we need to emphasize together. And it is a great
privilege for me to be here with all of you. I also want to thank the Prime
Minister publicly for her efforts on behalf of women and girls, not only here in



Pakistan, but around the world. Your speech in Cairo was an historic event of
great importance. It was looked to by women all over the world, and I have
heard that as I have traveled and visited with women. What you have done to
recognize the great potential of your country as being tied with the great
potential of its women is something that makes common sense and is giving all
of us hope that as we invest in women and girls, we invest in men, we invest in
the future, we invest in our society. I also want to say a particular word of
thanks for your emphasis on children. It is an emphasis that is the most
important in my personal opinion because by investing in the education and
health of children, we are saying that the future is worthwhile, that every child
will be given the opportunity to live up to his or her God-given potential. And
the work that you are doing from the extension of primary schooling to girls, to
the eradication of polio, all of it is being looked at with great interest and
admiration around the world. I know that much remains to be done in every
society, in both of our countries, to ensure that women assume their rightful
place and are given the opportunities to exercise their rights, but I am very
optimistic by what I see happening in the world, and I am particularly grateful
that we are going to be investing in girls and women together, because by doing
so we are investing in our future prosperity together. And so on behalf of our
country, and the women of our country particularly, it is a great privilege for
me to be here to see and to learn, to have the opportunities I will be able to
take in the next two days. I wish that my visit were only longer, but I feel that
those of us in this room, particularly as women, have been blessed with a full
range of opportunities and now we are called on to listen and learn and do what
we can as the Prime Minister is leading this country to do, to extend those
opportunities to all women and girls, and I am appreciative of this opportunity
informally to visit with all of you, and I would like to extend my warmest
welcome again to your husband who met me in the rain last evening, and I
must say that as a political spouse, I feel a great sense of identity with him as
well. Thank you so much.
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Rare & Original Tibetan Carpcts

MEMORANDUM

TO: ¥Yilsio Walker
I'ROM: Stephanie Odegard
DATLE: 13 March 1995

RE: Child Labor in Nepal and Hillary Cliaton's visit Lhere

Dear Elsie:

It has been made known to me through the Oriental Rug Importers Asscciation that
Iillary Clinton is going to Kathmandu in two weeks and will be commenting on how
wonderful the Rugmark certification is. As I understand it, the Rugmarl was originally
intended to centify that the carpet bearing this mark was not made with child labor,

I would like to point out the following:
1) The most important part of any certification schama is the monitoring aspect.
2) There is no monitoring aspect in place. (-Q\)'/

3) rhe monitoring must be done by a professional organization. So far every credible
moniloring institution in the world has tuned down the ofter to take it on in India
including SGS (Socicte Generale di Servelance) in Switzerland.

4) The Rugmark foundation has no industry representation and is highly suspect.

5) We in the industry suspect any monitoring scheme will be corrapted and eventually
comoromised. Everdnally it will he cxposad; therefore, tny one supporting it will be
compromised.

1 do not think Mrs. Clinton should involve herself in this affair. Even the Germans have

found this scheme defective and are implcmenting "share and v which will use money

donated by importers for the rehabilitation of Indian children. Importers can then affix
/meir own “share and care” label if' they are, in fact, donors.

The situation with child labor in India is very complex and entircly difterent from Nepal.
In Nepal, the Tibetau refugees who stasied the lndustry are humanitarians and take care of
the weavers and their families in every aspect. The weavers live at middle class standard
in Nepal and there is no alternative industry or other jobs for the weavers. We cannot use
our standards to judge this system. Children’s education, if selected by tho parents, is paid

Odegard, Inc. 200 Lexinptar Avenue Suite 1206 New Yorli New York 10010
Telephone: 212 543-0009 Facsimile: 212 545-0208
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for by the owner/manufacturcrs of the curpet factories, and tull day care and health care
are supplied. If any unfair child labor practices have taken place, it is because Indians have
stuited it in fly-by-night factories. Since the industry is down right now, this practice does
not exist, since the less serious nperations such as those started by Indiuus are mostly shut
down due to a lack of business.

The Tibetan weaving compounds are exemplary, and T wonld suggest Mrs. Clinton visit a
couple such as Thosam / Palbu Carpet Manufacturers (contact: Mr. Binod Shrestha 977-
1-521-957) and Sagarmatha Carpets (contact: Mr. Wangchuk Tsering 977-1-470-462).
Since she is interested in seeing children taken care of .+~ this would be a good example
in a country where there are not many alternatives to street life, drug addiction, and short

unhealthy lives,

With best regards C
\e;g:e Odegard
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March 23, 1895 (208) 487-5108

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House :
Washington, DC 20500

Near Hillary,

I understand that tomorrow you will begin an Asian tour that
will take you to Pakistan, among other naticns. During your
trip, I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with
Pakistan’s Prxime Minister, Benazlir Bhutto.

If you do meet Prime Minister Bhutto, you may wish to
conoider inviting her to meet with & group of major investors
when she visits Che United States next month. I have discussed
this idea with scveral leading members of the Tinited States
investment community, and Lhey strongly believe that discusesing
cpportunities in Pakistan with the Prime Minister could prove
mutually beneficial.

The Morgan Stanley investment group has offered to arrange a
meeting between leaders of the investment community and Bzxime
Minieter Bhutto, if she so desiresa. I believe that such a
meeting could be wost beneficial. As you know, expanding
international trade creates jobs here at home and could
strengthen our nation’s relations with Pakistan.

I hope you will consider discussing this idea with Drime
Minister Bhutto on your Asian tour. T will contact your staff
upon your return.

Thank you for your consideration. I hope yovu enjoy yousr
erely, ' 0) Qy

bara Boxer ‘d dﬂr}/
United States Senator v \fg\

© trip.
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WASHINGTON OFFICE:

(WITHIN VIRGINIA) March 23, 1995

110 NoRTH CAMERON STREET
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601
(703) 667-0990

The First Lady
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

We wish you well in your upcoming trip to Asia. We understand
that your itinerary includes a visit to Pakistan and a meeting with
Prime Minister Bhutto.

As you know, Pakistan has become increasingly fractured by
religious intolerance and violence. Two recent cases, which reflect
a growing trend, involved death sentences handed down in Lahore to
Pakistani Christians Rehamat Masih and 14-year-old Salamat Masih.
The two were convicted of writing blasphemous graffiti on the wall
of a mosque in the Punjab province, even though young Salamat Masih
is illiterate. Under section 295-C of Pakistan’s penal code,
blasphemy against the prophet Muhammed carries a mandatory death
sentence. Thankfully, the Lahore High Court acquitted the two
Christians on February 23, 1995, rejecting the prosecution’s shoddy
evidence and noting that "some elements were trying to create
provocation and mischief."

Unfortunately, much violence and suffering have surrounded this
case. A third Christian accused of blasphemy in this same case,
Manzoor Masih, was killed by Muslim gunmen outside of the Lahoor
courthouse in April 1994. Furthermore, Rehmat Masih and Salamat
Masih have been forced to seek asylum in Europe in order to escape
death threats from Muslim extremists.

While we are heartened at the acquittal of these two
Christians, we remain deeply concerned for the safety of religious
,JEEE3EiEiEEﬂig_EgEIEiﬁng_paL;;gglg;ly:ig light of the blasphemy law.
Over 25 Christians, over 100 Ahmadis, and even several Muslims have
been charged with blasphemy under the law since its passage in 1986.
Yet, in perhaps every one of these cases, it appears the charges
were baseless. In a June 1994 special report on the blasphemy law,
Amnesty International concluded it is "likely that none of the
persons charged with blasphemy ... have committed this offense. The
charges of blasphemy appear in all cases to have been brought solely
for their religious beliefs, often compounded by professional
jealousy, economic rivalry, political opposition, or personal
hostility." While no death sentence has actually been carried out,

at least four Christians and one Muslim charged with blasphemy have
died at the hands of Islamic militants.
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Unfortunately, in its present form the blasphemy law still has
the potential to be abused by Muslim extremists in persecuting
religious minorities. Many Members of Congress have expressed their
concerns about the law to Prime Minister Bhutto in the past.
Thankfully, she has courageously taken a public stand in opposition
to this law and has declared her desire to stand in opposition to
amend it to prevent further abuses. Specifically, in April 1994,
her government proposed two changes: 1) to require that blasphemy
charges be registered only under a court order rather than by a
police officer, and 2) to mandate seven years’ imprisonment for the
complainant if a complaint is proven false.

Although these amendments have yet to be passed, Prime Minister
Bhutto has publicly called for these changes as recently as last
month. The United States government has officially urged Pakistan
to repeal this law entirely or, at the very least, to amend it
significantly. We enclose a press release reflecting the position
of the Pakistani government as well as copies of newspaper articles
on this recent case.

We wish to thank Prime Minister Bhutto for the courageous
position she has taken and to encourage her to continue to press for
these amendments. In light of your commitment to children’s rights
and religious freedom, we respectfully request that you include
these concerns about the blasphemy law in your meeting with the
Prime Minister.

Thank you and best wishes for a productive trip.

e Sincerely,

14 Qg%. Broun

FRANK R. WOLF ERROD BROWN

Member of Congress a Member of Congress
. &

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH BILL BAKER

Member of Congress Member of Congress
AL h@ WL
McDERMOTT TONY L

mber of Congress Member of Congress
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Memb of Congress

NANCY PELOSI MICHAEL R. McNULTY

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Auelbatdw”

E CHABOT
Member of Congress

PHOTOCOPY
MISC. HANDWRITING



L]
cTEBRT -95 TUE 19:479 P.B2

— ey —

76

PAKISTAN UPDATE

INFORMATION DIVISION
Embassy of Pakistan
2315 Massschusetis Avenue

nhlnitnn DC 20008
Tel: 202 §39 6222{28
Fax: 202 265 B184

February 14, 1998

BHUTTO VOWS TO CHANGE DEATH-PENALTY BLASPHEMY LAW

Islamabad - (Reuter) - Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto vowed Monday to change
Pakistan’s controversial blasphemy law under which two Christians were sentenced
to death last week., “We want its amendment,” state radio quoted Bhutto as telling .
local journalists at dinner Monday night. “We will try ... To amend the blasphemy
law. We hope other parties (in parliament) will support us.”

The two Christians, convicted last Thursday by a court in the Punjab province

capital of Lahore for blasphemy against Islam’s Prophet Mohammed, filed an appeal
belore the Lahore High Court Monday, a lawyer for them said.

The appeal argued that the conviction of 40-year-old Rehmat Messiah and 14-year-
old Salamat Masish was “against law and facts of the case,” lawyer for them said.
The appeal argued that the conviction of 40-year-old Rehmat Messiah and 14-yeat-

old Salamat Masish was “against law and facts of the case,” Jawyer Naeem Shakir
said.

The convicts, who deny the blasphemy charge, and a third defendant were arrested
in May 1993 after a village imam, or Muslim prayer-leader, in Punjab’s Gujranwala
district accused them of throwing into his mosque pieces of papers with
blasphemous remarks written on them.

Thursday’s verdict was the second death sentence announced by any court after the
parliament amended the Pakistan Penal Code in July 1992 on a bill presented by the
previous government of then prime minister Nawaz Sharlf, raising the penalty for
blasphemy for life imprisonment to death.

An eatlier conviction of a Christian by another court in the Punjab province town

of Sargodha was overturned last November by the Lahore High Court, which
acquitied the accused.

The amendment was passed after the country’s highest Islamic court declared that
punishment for such an offense could be nothing less than death.

@
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Special Assistant 10 Prime Minister Bhutto, Begum Shehnaz Wazir All, said on
Saturday that the death sentence passed against Salamat Messiah and Rehmat
Messiah in the Gujranwala blasphemy case “is shocking and unfortunate.”

The conviction of minor Salamat Messiah, In particular, was a matter of concern
as Pekistan was a signatory to the UN Convention on Rights of the Child (CRC), she
said while talking to Dawn.

Begum Shehnaz Wazir Ali said the government “will take all measures to ensure
that the CRC's spirit is not violated.” In this regard she would talk to Federal
Minister for Social Welfare, Dr. Sher Afghan to suggest steps to safeguard the rights
of children. Similarly, a plea with the opposition would also be made to prepare a
joint amendment in the Jaw (295-C PPC) to implement a government proposal that
cases under the law should be registered only after an examinstion of complaints of
blasphemy by the district authorities concerned.

She said that a committee was already examining all laws which were, in any way,
disctiminatory against children, women and the minorities. A report was expected
within three months after which measures would be taken to review such laws.
“We are committed to safeguarding the rights of the minarities and other weaker

sections of society, It is our paramount duty, and we will discharge it as our Islamic
and constitutional obligation,” she added.
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2 Paklstam Chrlstlans
L To Hang for Blasphemy

Boy, 14, Accused of Anti-Islamic Graffiti,

By John-Thor Dahlburg
Los Angeles Times

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan—What

is proper punishment for a 14-year-
old boy wi:hccnae_d of defiling a

Death by hanging, Pakistani law
and a judge in the city of Lahore
have decided.

The penalty meted out this
month to young Salamat Masih and
another Christian, Rehmat Masih,
40, has beamed a glaring spntl:gh.t
on Pakistan's anti-blasphemy law,
meant to punish insults against Is-
lam and the Prnpbet Muhammad.

balance Islamic sanctity with a
largely secular political and legal
system. Pakistan’s small Christian
community is particularly alarmed.

“Time has proven that this law
has become a sword in the hands of
religious fanatics who are out to
eliminate religious minorities,” Ro-
m Catholic Bishop John Joseph

" Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
pronounced herself “surprised,
shocked and saddened” by the Feb.
9 verdict. She said she is worried
that the case will stir up controver-
sy during her U.S, visit in April.
But badly stung last year by the ire
of Islamic clerics who opposed her
plan to amend the anti-blasphemy

Is Descnbed as llliterate; Bhutto Saddened ;i

law, Bhutto said this time that she
would not interfere in the legal pro-

the three Muslims who brought the

complaint contained conflicts.
During the trial before Judge.
Mujahid Hussain, the court was
never explicitly told what allegedly
had been chalked on the wall of the
mosque in the Punjabi village of
Ratta Dhotran on May 9, 1993.
The complainants said they
offensive remarks im-
mediately and refused to repeat
them. As for police, “the investigat-
ing officer admits that he did not
read the words,” said Mehbood Ah-
med, a lawyer associated with the
nongovernmental Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan.  °
Perhaps most bizarre and trou-
bling is the defense lawyer’s con-
tention that the younger Masih,
who was 12 at the time of the al-
leged scribbling, is illiterate.
During the trial, one of the com-
plainants, Muhammad Baksh Lam-
bardar, had trouble reading a copy
of a basic credo that most Muslims
know by heart. So some wondered
how he could have read graffiti to

judge it

Despite such holes in the case
against the defendants, said by
their lawyer to be unrelated, Hus-
sain found them both guilty, sweep-
ing aside their contention that
Christian-Muslim tensions in the
village had led some of their neigh-
bors to bear false witness.

“No Muslim in my considered
opinion would stoop so low as to pre-
pare suchl indecent rpaterial contain-

ing derogatory remarks about the
Holy Prophet, peace be upon him,”
he said.

Attorneys for a militant Muslim
group that had sought the guilty
verdict were jubilant. “Every Mus-
lim who believes and has faith
should be happy about the deci-
sion,” lawyer [smail Qureshi of the
Anjuman Khatme Nabuwat organi-
zation said.

There had been a third defen-
dant, Manzoor M:uh 40, dm'ged
in the same but

killed outside the Lahore Hngh "

Court last April by unidentified
gunmen. Masih, meaning “messi-

ah,'htommmnnameanwngf’a-
kdstani Christians.

[In Lahore, main plaintiff Maulvi
Fazal-e-Haq told the appeals court
he did not wish to pursue the case
and had removed the power of at-
torney from his lawyer, but the
court said the case could not be dis-
missed since it involved a crime

asxum the state, Reuter also re-

ported
Asma Jahanglr. chairwoman of

the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan and the defendants’ attor-
ney, said in appealing the verdict,
that the case “concems the very
survival of non-Muslims in this

country, ftheﬁnalwwdisl.hata s
Muslim cannot make a false accusa-
tion in such a case.”

Bhutto, as reported by Pakistani
journalists, indicated she feared the
case could spoil her U.S. welcome
and overshadow her attempts to fo-
cus world attention on alleged Indi-
an human rights violations in the
disputed Jammu and Kashmir re-

gion.
Last week, Bhutto said her gov-
emment was holding consultations
with religious parties to discuss
procedural changes in the law.
Officials suggested last year that
the law be amended to prevent it

iTED PRESS

nummmmmﬁmmuﬂw,m;umﬂmﬂmmmmwm;um thunllthcrml‘rnd by judges.

from being falsely used to settle
personal scores. But death threats -
were made agai
ter, and Bhutto backtracked. ~°

The law was intro- -
duced by the late military ruler Zia -
ull'laqm 1986 as part of his cam-
paign to make Pakistan an Islamic *
state. In 1991, the option of life im-
prisonment for convicted blas-

psed, making the death :

sentence mandatory. |

No one has ever been executed
under the law, but according to
press reports, at least six people
accused of breaking it have been
killed by incensed mobs.
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Blasphemy Conwctlon Overturned

* Pakistani Court Lifts Death Sentence Against 2 Christians

’ By John War_d Andersor,
Washington Post Foreign Service

i

. ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Feb. 23—The Lahore
“ High Court today dismissed blasphemy charges

“ against a 14-year-old Pakistani Christian and his un-"

cle who were sentenced to death earlier this month
“in a case that prompted international outrage as well
" as violent protests here.”

" Salamat Masih, 14, and his uncle, Rehmat Masih,
" about 40, were cleared by a two-judge panel, wl'uch
" cited insufficient evidence in overturning a lower
* court verdict sentencing the two Christians to death

for allegedly writing blaSphemous graffm agamst the -

prophet Muhammad. -

In a written opinion, one judge sald it appeared

" that “some elements were trymg to create provoca
tion and mischief.”

Defense attorneys argued that Salamat who was'

12 years old at the time of the alleged offense, and
his uncle are both illiterate and thus could not have
committed the crime,*“which- carries'a ‘mandatory
-death sentence in Palustan, whose populatxon of 126
*million is 96 percent Muslim. " e
In an event that made mtemahqnal heéldlmes at the
_ beginning of the Masihs’ first trial last'year, Salamat
" and his uncle were shot and wounded—and a third co-

_appreciative of the fact that we've been able to get .
-justice from the courts here,” defense attorney Hina

Jilani said. “The fundamentalists took very extreme
- measures during the six days of the proceedings, and -

' ° Human rights activists and government ofﬁaa]s
- have cited the Masih case as evidence of rising Islam-* i
. ic radicalism.and growing intolerance toward the tiny " j: | |

~ as a catalyst to liberalize the country’s controversial

shouting threats at defense attorneys and judges.

defendant was killed—when Muslim militants fired at
them with shotguns at a bus stop in Lahore.
“We are happy and extremely relieved, and we're

we're still very concerned about the risk to [the de-
fendants'] lives. The administration now knows they
have a responsibility to guarantee their safety. .
Prosecutors have said they will appea] today’s deci-
sion to Supreme Court. It is unusual, however, for the .
Supreme Court to agree to hear an appea] of an over-
turned conviction; Jilani said. . %

Nt

religious minorities in Pakistan, The government of.-
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto initially used the case

blasphemy laws but abandoned the- effort in the face :-
of protests by Pakistan's powerful Muslim leaders, '
' Because of security concerns, the Masihs did not ap- - *
pear at the appeal hearing, which started Feb. 15 and
was disrupted almost daily by religious militants

Washington Post

March 1, 1995
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AROUND THE WORLD

Two Chri'stians

-Flee Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Pakistah—Two

_Pakistani Christians cleared of

blasphemy charges here arrived
safely in Germany on Sunday af-
ter fleeing death threats from
militant Muslims at home, the
German Embassy said yesterday.

Rehmat Masih, 40, and his
nephew, Salamat Masih, 14,
reached Frankfurt a day after
they were released from jail in
Lahore in northeastern Pakistan,
an embassy official said.

. The Masihs were convicted -
Feb. 9 of blasphemy and sen-

tenced to death for allegedly
writing anti-Islamic slogans on a

- village mosque. The High Court

in Lahore overturned the verdict
Thursday, angering militant Mus-
lim fundamentalists.

"Muslim protesters threw
stones at the courthouse Friday
and threatened violence against

-the Masihs. A third Christian ac-
- cused in the blasphemy case was
- fatally shot last year as he left the
. courthouse after a court session.

—Associated Press
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Wall Street Journal
February_ 24 1995mmp l~"_

ot 2 .a_,
Pakistani pollce with rifles rushed to
protect a Lahore courthouse after judges
dismissed charges against a teen and his
uncle, both sentenced to hang for scrawling
anti-Islamic graffiti on a mosque. Muslim
protesters vowed revenge. The slogans had
been immediately rubbed off and witnesses
said they were too offensive to repeat.
: * * *

Washlngton Times February 20, 1995 p 1
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By Ahmed Rashid

LONDON SUNDAY TELEGRAPH

LAHORE, Pakistan — CIf 14-
year-old Salamat Masih had been
in the High Court in Lahore last
week to hear his appeal against the
death sentence for blasphemy, the
crowd of bearded, turbaned mul-
lahs outside the court would have
lynched him.

““Thank God he was in jail and

Bhutto’s grip falters as U.S. visit nears

not in court,” said his attorney,
Asma Jahangir.

Instead, the crowd bayed for the
blood of Ms. Jahangir, chairman of
the Human Rights Association of
Pakistan. “Kill her, kill her, for de-
fending the heathen "’ the mullahs
shouted.

Aspolice tried to protect her, the

mob smashed her car to pieces.
The death sentence imposed by
a lower court on two Christians —
Salamat Masih and his uncle Reh-
mat Masih — has become a cause
celebre amid an Islamic funda-
mentalist upsurge threatening the
beleaguered government of Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, who will

Pakistan ‘hostage to Muslim extremists

visit Washington this spring.

At stake is the growing public
disillusionment w1th the legal sys-
tem. “
“Judges are terrified, the pollce
are cowed, the government is vir-
tually silent, and the state itself
appears to be held hostage by
groups of thugs,” said I.A. Reh-
man, a leading human rights cam-

see PAKISTAN, page Al2
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From page Al

paigner.

The lower-court judge who sen-
tenced the Masihs on Feb. 8
claimed afterward that fundamen-
talists had threatened to kill him if
he did not impose the death sen-

‘tence. Sources said Mrs. Bhutto

thenasked the governor of Punjab,
Chaudry Altaf, to order a quick

appeal hearmg in the I-hgh Court

in Lahore:

The reason Mrs. Bhutto gave
publicly shocked the liberal intel-
ligentsia and all Christians, many
of whom had launched hunger
strikes to protest their victimiza-

‘tion. Mrs. Bhutto said'the coun-

try’s image was being affected by

" the death sentence on the boy.

‘There was not a word of sympa-
thy for the vulnerable non-Muslim
minorities — Christians, Hindus
and Zoroastrian Parsees'— who
make up 3 percent of the country’s
population. *

Commentators said Mrs. Bhutto X

seemed more worried about her
forthcoming trip to Washington

and the adverse effect the death

sentence would have on her ‘ap-
pearance with President Clinton
than the case itself.

When Mr. Altaf sought out
senior judges to hear the appeal,
several declined. The judge who
finally sat was so terrified, accord-
ing to the defense attorneys, that
he allowed the prosecution lawyer
to abuse Ms. Jahangir in court and
made no attempt to demand the
removal of the crowd of mullahs
and Islamic students who had
been brought in to raise pandemo-
nium outside the court.

The deep disarray in Pakistan’s
faltering legal system is only
partly Mrs. Bhutto’s fault. Starting
with the military dictator Presi-
dent Zia ul-Haq, who seized power
in 1977, successive heads of state
have packed the higher courts
with their own political nominees.

The Harvard- and Oxford-
educated ' Mrs. Bhutto was ex-
pected to allow merit and experi-
ence to dictate her judicial ap-

pointments.” But instead she ap-
-pointed judges who were either
' members of or close to the ruling

“Pakistan People's Party

The blasphemy law is only one
of many imposed for political ex-
pediency. Gen. Zia introduced it in
1986 as a capital offense, as part of
his Islamicization campaign. It is
so vague that anyone can accuse
anyone else of blasphemy without
real evidence or witnesses.

Salamat Masih's attorneys claim
there is no casé because of major
differences in the accounts of the
witnesses who -claim they saw
graffiti against the prophet Mo-
hammed that the youth is alleged
to have written.

Moreover, the boy was illiterate
and has only learned to write his

name while in jail. Last year as the . *

case was being heard, gunmen
shot dead one of his uncles and
wounded another.

Taw svmnet AF Jaar vvanse Afee DRk

Prime Minister Benazir. Bhutto is concerned that a 14-year-old boy's
death sentence for “blasphemy” will hurt Pakistan's image abroad.

Reuviers

to's closest advisers, including her
liberal law minister, Igbal Haider,
urged her to amend the law as the
Masih case and several similar
ones were proving an embarrass-

" ment to the government at home

and abroad.

Mrs. Bhutto declined to do so
because to amend the law through
parliament she would have had to
seek a compromise with the bellig-
erent opposition when she was
more interested in taming it. She
also feared a fundamentalist back-
lash. She later sacked Mr. Haider.

That backlash is already taking
place. Several thousand students
studying at Islamic schools in
Peshawar, Lahore and Quetta have
crossed the Afghan border to join
the Afghan Talibaan, the funda-
mentalist student movement that
this week reached the gates of
Kabul.

The Talibaan have swept aside
the older generation of Afghan
warlords and want an Islamic gov-
ernment in the Afghan capital.

The Afghan Talibaan movement
has inspired about'2.5 million stu-
dents in Pakistan. Outside the La-

hore courthouse, the slogans
chnribadd e Shhp sl

temmbisdad

calls for a Talibaan movement in
Pakistan to sweep aside the cor-
rupt ruling elite.

“When these Pakistani Talibaan |
return from Afghanistan the gov- '
ernment is going to face a major .
problem, because they will be
armed, trained and inspired,” said
a diplomat.

These students now have a po—
tential leader and inspiration in
the former Pakistani cricket cap-
tain, Imran Khan. He has an-
nounced a pressure group to cam-
paign against what he calls the
culture and the political system
run by the “brown sahibs.” oA

He is enormously popular, and
much of his organization is run by
students. There is little doubt that
Salamat Masih will be freed on ap-
peal, but it will be done. more be-
cause of political expediency than
legal rights. The infamous blas-
phemy law will still be in place,
waiting to claim its next victim.

Inany case, Salamat Masih's life
will be ruined. Even if he is.acquit-
ted, he will have nowhere to go,
nowhere to hide, because extrem-
ists will still try to take the law into
their own hands and execute thelr
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS FOR LAHORE UNIVERSITY OF MANAGEMENT SCIENCES
LAHORE, PAKISTAN

MARCH 27, 1985

Administrators, faculty, students, distinguished guests,

ladies and gentlemen, and my many gracious hosts in Pakistan:

It is with a great sense of honor that I join you today in
Lahore. I would especially like to thank Prime Minister Bhutto
and all the people of this wonderful country for her and your
generous hospitality. I know that all Americans share my desire
to extend the same warm welcome to the Prime Minister when she

visits Washington next month.

Let me also say that, saddened as we all are by the violence
afflicting your people in Karachi and including the tragic deaths
of two American diplomats'ﬂb there recently, on behalf of all
Americans I join your Prime Minister in condemning violence and

terrorism across the globe wherever it occurs.

I have come to South Asia to continue our longstanding
friendship and to deepen the dialogue between our peoples. I

have come to learn not only about policies and programs but about
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people. The men, women, children and families in Islamabad,
Lahore and throughout Pakistan and other countries in this region
have much to teach me and my country. For that reason, I find it
particularly fitting that my journey is beginning in Lahore =
celebrated for its history as a center of education and

scholarship.

Since the birth of this institution a decade ago, Americans
have been proud to be associated with LUMS. We are glad we had a
chance to contribute help with our aid in the building of this
university , and we are proud to have shared in a continuous
exchahge of faculty and students. Your university has flourished
because government, corporations, philanthropic organizations,
business leaders like Mr. Babar Ali, and private citizens in both
of our countries believed in the potential of the next generation
-- not just to acquire skills needed to run businesses, but to
gain the wisdom and experience needed to help guide your country

Cok»v-wcf{ ‘m Dtb&b e
andh}iaginn&ng'our global £amagdy through new challenges'an§A3fte§

confusing times.

LUMS is not only teaching its students the science of
;Qi;kbusiness and management, but also the art of building
4

communities.h&aéJNEthing is more important than strengthening our

notion of cdmmunity, particularly at the dawn of a century that

promises newW opportunities, but also greater competition, scarcer

resources, and continuing civil and ethnic strife.
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Today I want to talk to you about the world of change we

. ) ) . WAL |
shareﬁjthe importance of investing in people,to help ‘ws=

shape that change, and—the—critical—rete—eof—women
e The masheal bevef b ) Al man fLople.

This is a moment in history of great possibility, of great

opportunity, excitement, and growth. And yet, if there is one
constant we find from generation to generation, century to
century, millennium to millennium, it is that change engenders

fear.

The violence of terrorism, the ugly face of bigotry, and the
ignorance that breeds intolerance of those of a different
religion or ethnic background are all exacerbated by that fear of
change. And no nation is immune. We are all struggling to adapt
to new challenges without giving up a sense of who we are and

where we belong.

5 P90ple are fond of saying that the world is grow1ng smaller,

AL@L*“&&
and :zA s smatiew when we all havekaccess to information

and ideas -- and each other -- through the mass media and

computers. W That ““‘"\M "’"‘“"“"1 tam ey Lo ma:n..J
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A‘Answers to the maa¢ vexing problems facing human
civilization today -- poverty, starvation, illiteracy, Vislent,

alienation, &mteleranmee and€ the exploitation of the weakest and

most vulnerable groups in society -- are. found Zonly in

theories or formulas or fixed rules. They are also found in

Lostim &) ?mw'n\' )
examples -- case studieg the human experience; humsn stories

that probe our hearts and minds and compel us to make a case for

why we do what we do, and how we do it.

Too often, I think, we search vainly for "right" and "wrong"

M’tm

answers to resolveahuman questions when, in fact, learning about
1S
ourselves and our world must—always—he a continuing i ocess

o readieT i

d oy tradition, experience, and past wisdom -- as—welit—ae .
H’f’r desmry denved fows had Clftiintie. ThaleLoau, 5 be frrur ) 6prie
A

om the ¥isions we hold of what constitutes a good andfhealthy

—

future. :
(eterading
Mww( hald Mt'mu /)NA Vi M,M,Mfk%m

It:#:{Ibstltutlons like LUMS ng ou

§ hslenly Pecn

ctetrersTa+eo helpssus—=® accept and shape change to ecu& Gt m"““t“]"
vt o )w

benefit. $e~deepeng our understanding and respect for others

different from ourselves and strengthensfburnpuman values,

including the respect for human rights,and the importance of

including all our citizens -- women as well as men -- fully in

our societies.

Ztg A friend recently told me a story I’m sure many of you know,

g .




about an old man who goes to market in a large town and is deeply
troubled because he has never been among so many people before.
"I cannot sleep," he says, "for if I were to awake, how would I

find myself?"

One of those nearby suggests that the old man tie a string
to his toe so that when we wakes up he will see the string and

know who he is.

The old man takes the advice, ties a string to his toe, and
falls into a deep sleep. While he is sleeping, the fellow who
Qﬁ'\ suggested the idea takes the string off the old man’s toe and

ties it to the toe of a man sleeping in the next bed.

The o0ld man wakes up and is astonished not to find the
string on his toe. When he notices it on the toe of the man next
to him, he shakes him awake and says: "It is clear from the

string on your toe that you are me. Who, then, am I?"

the world, our task is to

build new partn ips that help”®W& nurture a stronger sense of

ourselves as a global fami ery culture, every nation must be

A e ) e T A T o




willing\to share and be open to others. Being here in PakjStan
I'm remirided of the great contributions that Islamic sclWiolars
gave the Wast many centuries ago, both recovering the/wisdom of
ancient Greege and contributing the fruit of their gwn research&s

in philosophy\and natural science.

I think of khe place of the written word/in Islamic
civilization, poetiry, and Scripture, and thé sense of history

which has been so vital to the evolution Af civilization.

I think of the great respect accprded to family here. Ia=tshe

datted—StRSesuday, th_E=bwer datogue i '
n many Countri€s d’a’y,

LZE8Y -- has led to an erosidry of somecF=EmSssests traditional
all

N _J e__
social institutions, including, family. And we e Do engaged in

a asStaw] struggle to reney the\bonds of family and community.

That is a great challenge but one that must be undertaken

within the structures/of our institutions, as part of our civil

~ hw T B i —
f g j —
{filétm Being her I am reminded that comp ion and tolerance of
- L7 §
‘,\ the views and Jpeliefs of others’respect for xhe individual and

basic human Yights is at the heart of both of r national values
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Terms like capital and infrastructure and productivity --
which you use every day here at LUMS in your case studies -- must
also be applied when we think about the world’s greatest

resource: its people.

Investing in human capital, building the human
infrastructure, and enhancing human productivity ought to be our
collective concern. I can’t tell you how many times, in my
travels around my country and overseas, I have looked into the
eyes of a child and seen so much promise and hope . . . and then
felt my heart sink, knowing the child may have little chance of
fulfilling his or her promise because of the very great obstacles

-- limited access to education, health services, jobs -- still

ahead.

This is not the fault of one nation or another; it is the
fault of all nations. Every nation must do more for its own
people and especially for children -- the boys and girls who
represent the future of humanity. And to the extent possible,

44-%‘11.:» nah mo
nations who can helpsot er g4 .

s should do so.
Because enhancing the human potential anywhere in today’s

interconnected world enhances it everywhere.

I cannot overstate the role women must be allowed to play in
this global enterprise. We are witnessing the unprecedented rise

of women to fuller partnerships in society; in Pakistan and




elsewhere we see evidence of the special gifts that women can

bring to the family, community, business and government.

Girls and women are vital to the economic, social, and
political life of every country. But even though women comprise
52 percent of the worlé&population; are the primary caretakers
for children and the aged; and are a significant presence in the
work force, they continue to be marginalized and abused in many
societies. We must strive for a world where women everywhere are

respected and their rights protected.

In my own country I have seen single mothers who are raising
children alone while holding down several jobs. I have seen women
professionals bumping up against the glass ceiling. I have seen
women around the world planting crops, plowing fields, taking
goods to the market, running health clinics and schools, caring
for orphaned and neglected children along with their own,
managing businesses, dispensing justice and doing the hard work

of leading nations.

Investing in the health and education of women and girls is
essential to improving global prosperity. We have seen in parts
of Asia and South America that the education of girls can help
lift whole populations out of poverty. We have seen the education
of women enhance their roles as mothers and increase their

participation in civic life.




And in countries where governments and NGOs have made
voluntary, safe and effective family planning available and have
provided related health services, we have seen an improvement not

only in the lives of individuals but in the economic well-being

of their countries.

If women don’t thrive, the world won’t thrive. For this
reason, I applaud LUMS for opening up academic and professional
opportunities for women, who comprise nearly one-third of your

students and about one-fifth of the permanent faculty.

Both of our governments and peoples realize the importance
of ensuring that women are full participants in their societies
and economies. I am pleased that my government will begin in
coming weeks to implement an assistance program in Pakistan
through non-governmental organizations to strengthen family
planning and child survival services and to expand gér&s—‘ﬁi

of v, v gty

educationsat We want to remain engaged with you in addressing

these key issues,ﬁh"amm N W Mm‘l’
A’M% " .
I—was~so—+;;£eeeed-when I «=ceeatdty met with a group of

Pakistani-Americans in Washington who wanted to make a concrete
contribution to Eheeenin their homeland, whotrave—net-been -blessed
with the same—oppertunities—they-hawe-had. They have decided to
endow a scholarship at the Lahore University of Management

Sciences. They have secured funding for the first year of the
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scholarship and are in the process of establishing an endowment
to ensure that every year a woman student, whose family does not
have the resources to finance education here at LUMS, will have
access to the management training and skills that Pakistan will
need in the 21st century. They will alse—pepart—of—this—vibrant
tommanlty—

Thirty years ago, the study of business and management was
relatively narrow. But today, whatever our vocation, we must take
a larger view. To know about business, or law, or any other
field, one must know about the world. And to know about the
world, one must know about people’s deepest yearnings and
anxieties. And only then can one really know what it means to

live and work in a global community.
As the ancient Sufi prayer says:
We who know, and do not know that we know:
Let us become one, whole.
Let us be transformed.
We who have known, but do not know:
Let us once more see

The beginning of all.

We who do not wish to know,

10




But still say that we want to know:
Let us be guided

To safety and light.

- M
I hope you know how much I have enjoyed

during these last few days. And on behalf of all Americans, let
me thank you for working to strengthen the friendship and
partnership our nations have enjoyed for so many years. I hope
with all my heart that the many values and traditions that unite

us will draw us even closer in the future A2 we Wit ‘hs-c'lkm
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Newsletter Published by the Grameen Trust, Bangladesh

April, 1995

Let Us Commit Ourselves

Muhammad Yunus
[ Plenary Address at the World Summit for Social
Development , Copenhagen, Denmark March 9, 1995 ]

Mr. President and distinguished delegates

l bring greetings to you from the two million
women borrowers of Grameen Bank in
Bangladesh. They wish you to know that they are
fortunate to have Grameen Bank to support them.
With tiny loans averaging slightly over $100,
one-third of them have already crossed the poverty
line with their own efforts and talents.

The remaining two-third are very close to the
poverty line. They will cross the poverty-line within
the next five years. All of the Grameen families
have increased their family income rapidly, birth
rate has declined in these families, nutrition level
has significantly increased; over 300,000 of them
have built decent houses with Grameen housing
loans, installed hand tubewells for pure drinking
water and set up sanitary latrines--all with Grameen
Bank loans.

Grameen Bank started out in 1976, by giving out
US$30 to 42 people. Eighteen years later,
Grameen disbursed US$385 million in 1994 alone.
Projected disbursement in 1995 exceeds half a
billion US dollars.

Grameen borrowers have demonstrated how good
the poor are in paying back bank loans. They
deserve to be rated as top-class clients by any
banking standard. But the conventional banks still
do not consider the poor as credit-worthy. Will it
be wrong now to say that the conventional banks
are not people-worthy ?

Mr. President

If this Social Summit is taking the challenge of
poverty-alleviation seriously, then the task
would be to create people-worthy banks, both
in the poor and the rich countries, to establish
credit as a human right. Both domestic banks and

multi-lateral development finance institutions need
to do this task.

Many among us talk about poverty alleviation but
do not really believe that poverty alleviation is a
feasible proposition. Seeing what is happening
among Grameen borrowers, non-believers will
easily turn into firm believers. | am totally
convinced that the poverty alleviation is very much
a do-able proposition. If we can create a global
commitment, we can definitively create a
poverty-free world within the next fifty years.

The poor are completely capable of changing their
own lives with their own efforts, provided barriers
which are put around them by the existing system
are removed. All people are endowed with incredible
potentials. But, for the poor and the small producers,
these potentials remain unexplored.

If the bottom fifty per cent of the world population,
i.e., the poor and the small producers, are allowed
to bring out their productivity, ingenuity, and
creativity -- the world will be a better place for all.

Mr. President

In the name of "development", we have invested
large sums of money over the past few decades.
But they hardly touched the lives of the bottom fifty
per cent of our people.

In this Social Summit, let us all agree that we
shall not accept any investment as
development expenditure unless it touches the
lives of the bottom fifty per cent of the people.

| urge the tax-payers in the donor countries to
make sure that their money directly benefits the
bottom fifty percent in the recipient countries.

Poverty has not been created by the poor. Itis
created by the institutions and policies we have



Let Us Commit Ourselves . ..
Continued

bullt around us. Unless these are re-
designed and alternative institutions
and policies are made, poverty will
continue to flourish.

My country, Bangladesh, has received
US$27 billion in foreign assistance over the
last 23 years. But you don't see the imprint
of this money on the faces of the poor.

Where did all this money go ? Research
findings tell us : 75 per cent of this money
was spent in donor countries to pay for
commodities, equipment, consultants,
experts, and contractors. The remaining
25 per cent spent in Bangladesh went to
local contractors, local suppliers, local
consultants and bureaucracy. What did
the bottom fifty per cent get out of it 7 |
am sure you can guess.

Of course, everything was justified in the
name of the poor people.

Mr. President

The policies you endorse here must em-
power - not ignore - the bottom people,
the poor and the small producers, who are
the engines of sustainable economic prog-
ress and stakeholders in the civil society.

The Small Farmers, Producers, and the
Microentrepreneurs Caucus urges you,
Mr. President, to consider the language
it has developed to fill the current void in
the Summit document where the poor
and the small producers are concerned.

The poor and the small producers are not
asking for charity or handouts. They are
asking for the same opportunities as en-
joyed by other segments of the society.

Mr. President

Let us put our faith in the capabilities of
individual human beings. Let us accept
the fact that each human being is capable
of ensuring his/her human dignity if we
only create the supportive environment.

Let us commit ourselves to creating a
poverty-free world in the next fifty years.
Let us promise that we shall not let a
single family on this planet suffer from
the disgrace of poverty, ever.

Thank you, Mr. President. o

Putting People First

Hillary Rodham Clinton

LE'xtracts of the Statement
ch7, 1995 Copenhagen,

t is a special pleasure to be able to
Ispoak to a gathering that includes so

many non-governmental organiza-
tions. Whether they operate in great
cities or in remote villages, NGOs have
always played a vital role in strengthen-
ing our global community. But particu-
larly today, as all nations face new
challenges and choices, the experience
and wisdom of the NGOs will be critical
in guiding us toward a safer, more just,
and unified world.

The end of the Cold War created extraor-
dinary new opportunities for growth and
progress. But at the same time, ethnic
strife and civil conflict have erupted
across our planet, depleting our re-
sources, draining our energies, promot-
ing hatred and intolerance and imperil-
ing the idea of a free and open global
society.

Today, too many nations waste precious
resources on building and acquiring
weapons of mass destruction, staging
wars and doing violence to basic human
rights, instead of investing those re-
sources in people. Too often, natural
resources are destroyed and human
ones exploited through socially irrespon-
sible behaviour. Today, too much time is
spent in naked pursuit of power, instead
of working for peace and prosperity.

It has become fashionable in recent
years to assign blame for the world's
problems to one group of nations or an-
other. | hope this Summit does not suc-
cumb to that temptation. In fact, every
nation needs to rethink its approach to
social development and most nations
need to do more for their own people and
for humanity.

To meet the goals of this Summit, gov-
ernments will have to go about their busi-
ness in new ways. They will have to
rethink how to protect their most vulner-
able populations in a time of shrinking
resources and accelerated global com-
petition. They will have to respect basic
human rights and that includes the
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rights of women and workers to be pro-
tected from exploitation and abuse. And
they will have to create conditions that
encourage individual initiative and a vi-
brant civic life.

In addressing the world's social prob-
lems, however, we cannot expect gov-
ernments to act alone, particularly in an
era of scattered and, some believe,
scarce resources. Governments need
NGOs to monitor their actions and mobi-
lize them to find innovative solutions to
problems. NGOs can also inspire us to
work more effectively with each other —
within the NGO community and within
the community of nations. That is why
the participation of NGOs at this and
other UN conferences is so invaluable.

The great social movements of my own
country during the 1Sth and 20th centu-
ries — the abolition of slavery, the right of
women to vote, as well as the civil rights
movement would not have been
achieved without the leadership of civic,
religious, and social organizations.

And the same is true elsewhere. As Am-
bassador Somavia knows so well, civic
organizations committed to human
rights and the rule of the law were instru-
mental in assuring Chile's transition to
democracy.

Through the work of nuns and lay people
in the Philippines, civic groups in Bul-
garia, grassroots organizations working
across Africa and South America, and
many others, NGOs have helped to im-
prove the lives of tens of millions of men,
women, children and families struggling
to escape tyranny, poverty, and social
dislocation.

Ultimately, this forum and the Social
Summit is about supporting and
building on that work, not for the sake
of governments or ideologies, but for
people. It is about putting people
first. And putting people first re-
quires realistic, workable solutions to
complex problems.



Too often, the assumption is that any
solution will inevitably be costly and
complicated. In fact, we have proof to
the countrary. We see grassroots efforts
around the world that are reducing pov-
erty, improving health and education,
and promoting individual freedom.

UNICEF, to take one shining example,
has had a decade-long focus on child
survival and has pioneered many strate-
gies that are low cost, including
breastfeeding and oral rehydration ther-
apy and immunizations.

Last year, polio was eradicated in the West-
em Hemisphere by a multinational effort
and the U.S. was the lead donor for that.
Around the world, the percentage of chil-
dren immunized has been increasing in a
rather remarkable way from 20 per cent to
80 per cent between 1880 and 1990,

In the United States, | am frank to admit,
we have had to follow the lead of other
countries so that finally we are attempt-
ing to increase the immunization rates of
our own children. And our rates have
increased, but are not yet where they
need to be.

In South America, the involvement of
NGOs teaching pregnant women self-di-
agnosis of maternal health problems has
resulted in a dramatic reduction of the
infant monrtality in rural areas.

| saw myself at the Fabella Hospital in
Manila, new mothers staying in the hos-
pital long enough to learn to nurse their
babies, which promoted a stronger bond
between the mother and child and in-
creased the chances of family stability.

And in counties where governments and
NGOs have made voluntary, safe and
effective family planning available and
have provided related health services,
we have seen an improvement not only
in the lives of individuals but in the eco-
nomic well-being of their countries.

Now, no one person, as we know so well,
can be freed from the bondage of pov-
erty or fully integrated into society with-
out the means to earn a living and the
task of nations and NGOs is to promote
policies that lift up the poorest in society,
and to insist on core labour standards
that help stop the exploitation of work-
ers, many of whom are children.

Grameen Dislogue

PEOPLE'S FUND

FOR MICRO-CREDIT PROGRAMMES

Grameen Trust has just initiated the process
of creating a US$ 100 milion PEOPLE’S
FUND to support Grameen Replication
Programme all around the world. Since funds
are not coming forward in a significant way,
from the bilateral and multilateral donors, to
support the micro-finance initiatives around
the world, we thought people can take the
lead and show the way for the governments
and global and regional development
financial institutions. We wish to reach one
million people who would contribute US$ 100

(or equivalent amount in other currencies)
each to this Fund to make it happen.

We are urging each interested person to
persuade four other friends to contribute US
$100 each, and create a Grameen Support
Group.

Initiate a group of your own and make
Grameen dream come true at people’s initiative.
Join the Global Grameen Movement today, and
be a partner in creating a poverty-free world.

Send your cheques to :

GRAMEEN TRUST

Grameen Bank Bhaban
Mirpur Two, Dhaka 1216
Bangladesh




Governments must be responsible for
promoting disciplined economic poli-
cies. And, in the United States, the Pres-
ident is working hard to renew the Amer-
ican economy through fiscal policies
that do assist those who are poor in
such ways as providing tax credits and at
tempting to raise the minimum wage.

Investing in education goes hand in
hand with providing economic opportu-
nity. As capital and technology become
more mobile, differences in the quality of
labor forces will become that much more
apparent. And again, we can learn from
each other as to how we can reduce
illiteracy and increase prospects forem-
ployment and economic security.

Opportunity should be the reward for
taking responsibility in life. That philos-
ophy is a good guide when we consider
strategies —~ governmental and non-gov-
ernmental - to promote greater self-reli-
ance and economic independence
among all our citizens, including espe-
cially the poor and disenfranchised.

We have an example of that which will be
discussed at this Summit when we look
at the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh. Dr.
Muhammad Yunus, who many of you in
this room know, as | do, believes that if
you give people access to credit - and
ask them to take responsibility in return
- they will achieve greater economic and
social independence.

Through its small loans to the poorest
women in rural areas of Bangladesh, the
Grameen Bank not only has improved
the immediate circumstances of thou-
sands of families, it has also fostered a
greater sense of purpose and spirit of
community among the people.

| only wish every nation shared Dr.
Yunus's and the Grameen Bank's appre-
ciation of the vital role that girls and
women play in the economic, social, and
political life of our societies.

Although women comprise 52 per cent
of the world population, although they
are the primary caretakers for children
and the aged, and are a significant pres-
ence in the workforce, they continue to
be marginalized in many countries.

Worldwide, more than two-thirds of the
children who never attended school or

have dropped out are girls. Of the one
billion people who remain illiterate, two-
thirds are women. And a disproportion-
ate number of those we call living in
absolute poverty, are women.

Investing in the health and education of
women and girls is essential to improv-
ing global prosperity and | am glad that
this Summit has endorsed the principle
of equal rights and opportunities for
women. In parts of Asia and South Amer-
ica we have seen education of girls help
lift whole populations out of poverty.
We have seen the education of women
enhance their roles as mothers and in-
crease their participation in civic life. So
we must do more to ensure equal rights
for women, along with equal pay and
equal access to health care and educa-
tion.

Tomorrow, as part of International
Women's Day, it will be my honour to
announce a major new United States
commitment to expand educational op-
portunities for poor girls on three conti-
nents.

I'd like to end by saying that we must all
take responsibility and do our part. Too
often we engage in a false debate that
says on the one hand only governments
or on the other only individuals, are re-
sponsible for solving their own problems
and those of the world. In fact, we all
know that we need a partnership that is
going to bring us all together. Govern-
ments can either support or undermine
people as they face the moral, social,
and economic challenges of our time.
Individuals can either take initiative and
responsibility or fall into hopelessness
and despair. Simply put, no govern-
ment, no NGO, no person can remain
idle given the magnitude of the
challenges we face and the uncertainties
of the world in which we live.

For those who are skeptical about our
progress, | suggest that we all reflect on
the life of one extraordinary man, Jim
Grant, who recently passed away. Jim
may have been more responsible for
saving more lives over the past 15 years
than any other person in the world. Mil-
lions of children are alive today because
Jim Grant challenged us, set goals for
us, and devised simple, efficient and af-

fordable methods of intervening on be-
half of children and their families. UNI-
CEF will be issuing this book, Profiles In
Success, Peoples’ Progress In Africa,
Asla, And Latin America, which outlines
some of the techniques and strategies
that UNICEF has employed in order to
create successful outcomes for people.

His legacy is not only found in the won-
derful work that goes on every day at
UNICEF, or in the success of his infant
formula campaign, or in the packages of
"Oral Rehydration Therapy" that he
would carry around in his pocket and pull
out on any occasion.

His legacy is in the jobs that each of us
in this room, each of the people around
the world in private, voluntary organiza-
tions and other NGOs and government
organizations do day in and day out,
throughout the world. It is our duty to
continue to live up to Jim Grant's
challenge and to do our part to fulfil the
goals of this Summit. In closing, |would
ask that as we go about our business in
the months and years ahead, whether we
are in government or in the private sector
or just acting on our own, that we draw
strength and courage from Jim Grant's
example and do justice to his memory.
if we do that, then this Summit and all
that follows will be a success.

Thank you very much.

INDONESIA

Karya Usaha
Mandiri

axnet 7 referred to the high interest

rate charged by KUM. | think it

would help your readers if | ex-
plained why we decided on this rate —
which is indeed high compared to
Grameen Bank and other replications,
but which is still relatively low compared
to the rates charged by formal rural fi-
nancial institutions in Indonesia.

The Need to Become Sustainable

Since the beginning of the project KUM
has had extremely limited funds. Most
of the funds came from APDC which

Grameen Dialogue



provided US$ 32,940 in operational and
research costs for the two-year pilot proj-
ect. Later, KUM received a further capital
grant from the Central Bank through the
Indonesian Banking Development Insti-
tute (now the Indonesian Banker's Insti-
tute) amounting only US$25,000.
There was no guarantee that any more
funds would be forthcoming and the
project had to compete with other insti-
tutions for funds; therefore, it was neces-
sary to become sustainable in a relatively
short time, otherwise the project would
have been forced to close down if there
is N0 more money.

As a result, KUM concentrated its activi-
ties in one sub-district in Central Java
with only one branch. In this way we
could reduce overhead costs by operat-
ing only one office, with one manager
and also optimise the performance of
existing staff members.

In deciding the salaries and interest
charges, KUM alligned itself with existing
formal credit institutions in the rural areas,
because this is the rural market rate. Their
interest rate was between 3% and 5% per
month, so KUM took a figure a little higher
than the lowest rate — 3.33%.

Criticism

There was a lot of criticism of KUM's
interest rate, but KUM did not give up for
the following reasons:

e For people who cannot get access to
the banking system, the interest rate
is not important, so long as they can
get the loan they need. KUM loan is
not complicated and does not require
collateral or guarantees.

e To reach break-even point in a rela-
tively short period KUM has to earn an
income which will cover its opera-
tional costs. It is better to reduce the
interest rate once the break-even
point is reached, rather than have to
raise it later to become sustainable.

e When KUM becomes sustainable it will
be easier to get funds from donors and
banks, because they can be sure their
money will not be lost.

e A sustainable branch will encourage
other institutions to co-operate with
KUM to start similar credit projects.

e The Members of KUM have not com-
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plained about the interest rate. This
was demonstrated when KUM cele-
brated its first anniversary. A journal-
ist asked members whether the rate
was too high. Their answer was "No".

e The interest rate charged by money-
lenders is even higher —between 10%
and 30% a month.

Achievements : Now other Banks are
Interested !

Because of its good performance KUM
has attracted the attention of a state
bank, Bank Dagang Negara, which now
wants to co-operate with KUM to help the
poor. Since 1993, KUM has received Rp
60,000,000 or about US$30,000 as a loan
at 6% interest. The Bank also donated
US$20,000 to build the KUM office.

In October, 1993, KUM broke even and
we hoped that in 1994 KUM can recover
the losses of previous years.

For the year 1995, Bank Dagang Negara
has committed to triple its loan to KUM.
We hope, therefore, that KUM can re-
duce the interest rate charged to mem-
bers in the coming years, because
KUM's aim is not to make profit, but to
help the poor.

Pandu Suharto
Management Team, KUM

VIETNAM

TYM Project

Yu Mai or TYM means "l love you"
in Vietnamese. The project has re-
ceived technical advice from Dr. Aris

Alip, the international expert for credit to
poor women in Vietnam.

With the financial assistance from inter-
national agencies such as the Asian
Community Trust (ACT), Nissan Roren
Trade Union, the Buddhist Association
for Peace (RKK), APDC, Grameen Trust,
the Vietnam Women's Union, TYM proj-
ect is now being implemented applying
the Grameen Bank model in Soc Son
district of Hanoi, from August, 1992.

Soc Son is the first project site to imple-
ment the Grameen Bank model in Viet-
nam. After one year of operation, the
project has also inspired other micro-

credit projects in Vietnam : credit pro-
grammes have been taken up in one
commune of Quynh Ngoc district, in
Nhge province (Central Vietnam); three
communes of Tan My district, Song Be
province (South of Vietnam) and one
commune of Soc Trang province.

After two years of project implementa-

tion (from August, 1992 till September

1994) in Soc Son, the project has

achieved the following results:

° number of communes : 3 (Minh Phu,
Phu Minh, Tieu Duoc)

° number of centers :48

number of Groups: 247

° number of members recognized: 1,235

° number of members who have left: 5

number of loanees: 1,230

number of people receiving 1st loan:

929 persons; 422.200.000 VND

° number of people receiving 2nd loan:
301 persons; 150.500.000 VND

° total amount of loans disbursed:
572.700.000 VND

° total savings in
94.811.000 VND

° repayment rate : 98.3%

° attendance in weekly meeting : 100%

o

Group Fund:

Atthis moment, TYM fund is undertaking
training for establishment of a branch in
Soc Son with the assistance of experts
from the Center for Agricultural and
Rural Development (CARD). This
branch will officially be put into operation
in October 1994. It will supervise activi-
ties of 3 communes.

Projected Expansion

In the fourth quarter of 1994, the project
plans to expand its activities to 3 new
communes, namely Bac Phu, Quang
Tien, Trung gia of Soc Son district. Up
to now over 30 international delegates
have visited the TYM project sites. They
include Christian Relief Service (CRS),
Quaker America, Action Aid, Save the
Children Fund UK, Supporting Return-
ees by Scandinavian countries (NAV),
CIDE, etc. In addition, many delegations
of peoples' organizations and Vietnam
Women's Union at different levels have
also visited the project.

Through actual implementation of
Grameen Bank Financial System and
visits to GB, the Vietnam Women's Union
recognized this approach to be applica-
ble for improvement of conditions of



TYPICAL PROJECT ACTIVITIES

1. Minh Phu commune
This project has been implemented in Minh Phu since August 1992. There are
609 beneficiaries. After two years the center chiefs and field workers have
carried out a survey of 565 families. They found out that 166 families have
remarkably improved their living standards (accounting for 29.3% of total
families). They were able to buy buffaloes/cows, agricultural machinery and
they also have fixed up their houses, kitchens, pig pens. They have bought some
electric appliances valued at 200,000d -1,600,000d ($20-$160).
e Many women afier getting two loans, have gone through many cycles of
production: first they bought chicken then sold them to buy pigs. After that
they sold fattened pigs to buy sows and then sold them to buy buffalos/cows

and so on.

business.
2. Tieu Duoc commune

alent to § 1.4).

($150) in 7 months.

7 months.

o The rest of the women have increased their income and attained food
security. There are no cases of people who have borrowed money from money
lenders for production and consumption.

o However, a few loans have proved lo be risky and did not profit from their

o After 8 months of operation, many projects have achieved good resulls.

o Survey results of 40 households at the end of August indicated that the
average income per head|per month/ per household is 39,500d (equivalent
to § 3.5). Before implementation of the project, the highest income per
household was 35,000d [head [month whereas the lowest was 15,000d (equiv-

® One household has engaged in petty trade and has earned 1,600,000d
© 3 households have raised ducks and earned 500,000-800,000d ($50-80) in
100% of households said that after they became involved in this project, their living

conditions have tangibly improved. Now they are interested in attending weekly
group meetings and regularly deposit savings and repay the loans on time.

poor rural and urban women in Vietnam.

The Executive Committee of the Vietnam
Women's Union already has decided to
establish a bank for poor women This
will be a typical bank of women and most
importantly, we can integrate bank activ-
ities with WU's activities for advance-
ment of women and development of the
society.

TYM at the Crossroads

Crucial decisions on the future shape of
the replication of TYM are currently being
made between the Women's Union which
initiated the project and the senior party
and government officials in Hanoli.

Professor Yunus, during his visit to the
Women's Union in December, talked to

the key officials and put his argument for
a Women's Bank.

As in every other Asian country, the main
opposition is coming from govermnment
rural banks, who consider the poor to be
their turf, but who cannot reach them. Ata
dialogue attended by policy makers, bank-
ers and NGOs, Professor Yunus argued that
the Grameen Bank system reaches the
poor and gets the money back.

TYM has levelled off in numbers, despite
the very strong demand from poor women
and the commitment of the powerful
Women's Union. So far, it has relied on
village cadres, who as volunteers are paid
a small allowance, to organise groups and
collect instalments. These cadres have
many other duties besides TYM.

Following suggestions have been made :
—employ paid, full-time field staff, who
are solely responsible for the credit
operations.
—employ professional staff at head of-
fice level, particularly in accounts.
—work towards making Soc San, the
original branch, into a viable branch
—lobby to change the legal structure to
allow the creation of a fullfledged poor
women's bank under its own charter.
—keep the project separate from gover-
ment and party.
Vietnam is a very important area for rep-
lication work, given the large percentage
of people who are poor and the history
of exploitation by foreign powers.
CASHPOR should work closely with the
Women's Union, Yunus urged the Board
of Trustees. He is confident that a coun-
try that could produce a leader like Ho
Chi Minh and win a war against America,
can eliminate its poverty.
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NETWORK NEWS

CASHPOR:
1993-95

Member Performance : Monltoring,
Evaluation and Technical Assistance

CASHPOR's paid-up Institutional mem-
bership (all replicators) increased from 7
at the time of last Board Meeting to 13
today. In addition, applications are pend-
ing from four more replicators of GB:
Grameen Bank Nepal, Biratnagar; ASAin
Tamil Nadu and Nirdhan West Bengal,
India and CRS, Cambodia. CASHPOR
has a number replications in the poorest
countries of Asia: India (2), Sri Lanka,
Cambodia, Malaysia (2), the Philippines
(4), Nepal. Together, but excluding the
Grameen Bank, our members were
reaching a total of 54,268 poor house-
holds (or about 250,000 poor people)
throughout the region at the end of
September, 1994. This was an increase
of 16,071 or 42% compared to October,
1993. While still microscopic compared
even to the Grameen Bank's 2 million
plus borrowers and 10 million plus poor
beneficiaries, not to mention the billion
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poor people throughout Asia, it is still a
beginning. Iif all other 15 members of
CASHPOR eventually match GB's cur-
rent achievement, then altogether we
would be reaching a total of 170 million
poor beneficiaries, or 17% of the total
target group in Asia. And there is plenty
of room for additional replications.

Member monitoring is still under devel-
opment. Key definitions, e.g., for "de-
fault" as "an amount outstanding after
the end of the 1 year loan period® and
“arrears® as "amount due but not paid
during the loan period", have been
agreed upon and monitoring reports are
coming in regularly from all members.
Efforts are being made now to obtain the
reports more quickly after the end of
each quarter, so as to increase the value
and timeliness of the information. The
Quarterly CASHPOR UpDate is pub-
lished with each issue of FAXNET, and
the proposed quarterly CASHPOR Work
Progress Report will be published reg-
ularly from the end of the 1st quarter,
1995.

Rehabilitation in Project Dungganon
and ASHI to deal with their repay-
ment crises, was the most important
work done by CASHPOR over the past
year. By end December 1993, defaults
had reached 54% and 20% of loans out-
standing respectively; and current re-
payment rates had fallen to 78% and
74% respectively. As PD is the largest
and ASHI the oldest GB replication in the
Philippines, these were ominous signs
for the whole replication effort there.
Ironically these problems arose just as
the government was beginning to be
convinced that GB replication could
bring about significant poverty reduction
in the Philippines, and considering how
it could assist.

CASHPOR had been monitoring the de-
cline in loan performance in PD and
ASHI. With the agreement of the two
Projects it sent Associate Professor
Sukor Kasim, former Director of AIM's
Loan Division, on a fact finding visit in
January, 1994. He reported that the situ-
ations in PD and ASHI were indeed
grave, but that the fundamental condi-
tions for the success of a GB-type credit
programme, poor women in need of
credit, were there on the ground. He rec-
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ommended rehabilitation programmes.

At about the same time, Mr. Md. Fakhrul
Islam, a Senior Principal Officer of the
Grameen Bank, was attending the
CASHPOR Management Development
Workshop on Targeting at Perlis, Ma-
laysia as a resource person. CASHPOR's
Sukor Kasim and Fakhrul Islam worked
out draft rehabilitation plans for the 2
projects, based on Grameen Bank expe-
rience in Tangail and Rangpur, focus-
sing on center rehabilitation in the worst
branch. Grameen Bank agreed to allow
Fakhrul to visit the Philippines on behalf
of CASHPOR. He went to Dungganon
and Sukor to ASHI in early April. They
amended the rehabilitation plans as nec-
essary in consultation with project man-
agement and staff and set about their
implementation immediately as a matter
of urgency. Results were quick. When
CASHPOR's Executive Trustee visited
them in the field a month later, he was
able to observe well-attended, rehabili-
tated center meetings at which everyone
paid at least something, and through
training of new members. He also saw
for himself the strong demand on the
part of the poor women for credit. He
agreed with the conclusions of Fakhrul
and Sukor that the repayment problems
had arisen fundamentally because of
poor performance of their work by the
fieldstaff and lack of supervision by the
project management, not because of un-
willingness nor inability to pay among
the borrowers.

By early June, when Sukor and Fakhrul
had to leave the Philippines, the rehabil-
itation programmes were well under
way, achieving good results and being
spread to other Branches throughout the
projects. By end June, current repay-
ment rates had climbed back above
95%, and they were sustained above
that level for the next quarter. Defaults
levelled off as a proportions of loans
outstanding and started to decline, as a
result of both their slow but steady col-
lection and increases in loan disburse-
ment. At the end of September, defaults
at PD had declined to 35% and at ASHI
to 10% of total loans outstanding.

CASHPOR's success in rendering timely
assistance to PD and ASHI to overcome
their repayment crises is of importance

to all concerned : to the poor women of
those regions of the Philippines whose
credit needs can continue to be met, to
the two projects themselves which have
been much strengthened in the process,
to the replication movement in the Phil-
ippines as a whole which can no longer
be embarrassed by poor performance at
PD and ASHI and to CASHPOR itself as
justification of our existence. The reports
of Sukor and Fakhrul are being edited as
case studies of successful handling of
repayment crises, with the objective of
assisting other CASHPOR members to
develop contingency plans for their own,
crises that may occur in future.

The assistance to PD and ASHI was
financed with funds for Technical
Assistance and Monitoring ob-
tained from UNDP through its Credit
for Income Generation among the
Poor Programme (CIGAP)adminis-
tered by APDC.

2. Promotion of Additional GB Repli-
cations in China can be said to be our
second most important work in the past
year, given the great potential for reduc-
tion of poverty through credit for income-
generation In that country. Responding
to concerns expressed by Chinese
replicators at CASHPOR Workshops,
that their efforts to replicate the GB ap-
proach in China might be better termed
"distortions", CASHPOR's Executive
Trustee visited the For the Poor Co-
operative (FPC), the GB replication un-
dertaken by the Institute of Rural De-
velopment (RDI) of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Soclal Sclences, in Yixian Coun-
try, Hebei Province in early October.

Basically the Chinese are depending on
the village-level cadre to identify partici-
pants, disburse loans and collect repay-
ments. No savings component has been
implemented. Center meetings do not
take place frequently, and peer group
support and pressure do not appear to
be developing among members. These
errors and their likely consequences
were pointed out to the officials involved.
They listened carefully, appeared to un-
derstand but were not, | think, con-
vinced. A new approach for reaching the
really poor people in the mountains was
formulated and recommended for trial in
Yixian. it was suggested that they should



maintain their operations where they
exist but expand into the mountains so
as to reach the poorest of the poor. The
response was that more funds would be
required for that. This should be evalu-
ated and the funds supplied if necessary.
| believe that the officials concerned are
very keen for the replication to succeed,
and that they will adapt their approach
eventually to bring it more in line with
GB. They will not forget what they have
been advised.

In order to give a better test of the GB
approach in China, two new replications
were proposed for Henan Province, the
poorest in China in terms of numbers of
poor households. Two quite different but
nationally poor countries, Yucheng in
the plains and Nanzhou in the mountains,
were chosen. The areas were visited and
the relevant officials briefed. They too
were very keen to try out the GB approach
and agreed not to deviate from itinimport-
ant ways unless they found they had to.
Detailed proposals are being prepared for
the Grameen Trust, which has indicated its
interest in funding the additional replica-
tions by RDI which will play the same train-
ing and advisory role that it is playing in
Yixian. The Ford Foundation China has
agreed to help cover external costs, e.g., the
costs of RDI's participation and of sending
persons to Bangladesh for exposure/train-
ing. CIDA Canada may also contribute.

Fund Mobillization for Scaling-up and
New Replications.

Aside from these efforts to promote new
replications in China, CASHPOR has
been active in seeking funds for scaling-
up of existing replications. It co-operated
with PHILNET, the network of GB
replicators in the Philippines, to hold on
behalf of the Grameen Trust an Expo-
sure-Evaluation-Dialogue for Filipino
policy makers, bankers and German of-
ficials in May of 1994 in Manila, hosted
by TSPI. They aimed at generating po-
litical dialogue and financial support for
scaling-up in the Philippines. Atten-
dance and as well as participation was
good and a set of detailed, practical rec-
ommendations for follow-up action was
formulated.

in September, at the meeting between
President Ramos and Professor Muham-

mad Yunus, the President announced a
series of measures of support for scal-
ing-up GB replications. Included in these
was a directive to the National Eco-
nomic Development Authorlity to pri-
oritize funding for scaling-up in its bi-lat-
eral economic assistance discussions
with donor countries. This will enable the
matter to be brought up in country dis-
cussions with the German Economic As-
sistance officials in the coming year.
Theoretically the way is now open for
large-scale funding of scaling-up in the
Philippines by the German Government.

CASHPOR's Participation in Scaling-up
in the Philippines?

Meanwhile, US$ 81,120 was obtained by
CASHPOR from the UNDP Regional Pov-
erty Alleviation Programme (RPAP) to
enable Project Dunganon (PD) to re-hire
20 trainees that it had to let go because
of lack of funds and to fund the salaries
of 7 trainee fieldstaff at ASHI over a 2 year
period. CASHPOR received 2% of these
funds for mobilizing them. In an interim
report just received from PD, it is learnt
that the re-hired trainees exceeded the
targets set for them in terms of reaching
new members and disbursing new
loans.

Despite these achievements, it has to be
admitted that CASHPOR is not having
much success with fund mobilization for
scaling-up.

An exciting recent development was a
discussion with Grameen Trust from
which a policy for its funding of both
scaling-up and new replications
emerged. Such funding is to emphasize
and finance the attainment of branch
level financlal-viability. Existing suc-
cessful replications will be asked to se-
lect one or more branches for rapid at-
tainment of viability and GT will fund
them to that point. Similarly, new replica-
tions will be funded as a package of
branch viability, no longer as 2-year
pilot projects. To facilitate implementa-
tion of the policy, GT, GB and CASHPOR
have agreed to hold a joint workshop for
project directors on Scaling-up to
Branch Viabllity in Dhaka at the end of
January, 1995. The objective of the work-
shop is the formulation of at least one
branch-specific scaling-up plan, includ-

ing cash flow projections, for each
CASHPOR member. These plans will
then guide the members in their expan-
sion, the Trust in its funding and
CASHPOR in its monitoring and evalua-
tion. It is hoped that once a project has
created a financially-viable branch, it will
be able to attract the funds required to
replicate it. The bottom line, however, is
that the branch created will be able to
sustain itself and continue to meet the
credit needs of its members, regardless.

Management Training

CASHPOR's series of Management Devel-
opment Workshops has the basic objec-
tive of imparting the management skills
needed for successful international replica-
tion of the GBA and its scaling-up so as to
reach large numbers of poor househoids in
a financially-viable way. Four workshops
were held since the last Board Meeting;
these related to the following:

1. Targeting: the Identification and Mo-
tivation of Poor Women, February-
March, 1994, in Perlis, Peninsular Ma-
laysia

2. Creation and Maintenance of Credit
Discipline, hosted by the Grameen Bank
in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 19-29 Septem-
ber, 1994.

3. Key Issues In Financlal Manage-
ment: Financlal Control and Cash Flow
Management hosted by Projek
Usahamaju in Sabah, Malaysia, June,
1994 and

4. Planning, Monitoring and Evalua-
tion hosted by AIM at Penang from Oc-
tober-November,1993.

In total 68 managers from the 12
CASHPOR institutional members partic-
ipated in the management training. Gen-
erally, the results as measured by open-
ing and closing tests, were satisfactory.
Participant evaluations have been very
positive. But follow-up action has been
uneven and, on the whole, unsatisfac-
tory. Take the Workshop on Planning,
Monitoring and Evaluation, for example.
Not all of the members that were repre-
sented at the workshop are regularly
submitting complete monitoring reports
on time, even though they agreed to do
so as a follow-up to the workshop and
they have received a copy of the Train-
ing Manual on PME that was developed
from the workshop. The main reason
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may be lack of direction from top man-
agement to do so. We are continuing to
motivate them.

Meanwhile more effort needs to be put
into follow-up action from the workshops.
It follow-up action is limited and unsatis-
factory, the poor will not benefit even indi-
rectly fram the workshops and the pro-
grammes should be terminated. In future,
CASHPOR's Training and Technical Assis-
tance Manager will monitor workshop fol-
low-up action more systematically and
visit those members whose performance
in this regard is unsatisfactory.

Draft training manuals are being pro-
duced from each management develop-
ment workshop. To date three have been
completed, with only one of them on
Creating and Maintaining Credit Dis-
clpline still to be done. The draft training
manuals on Targeting and PME have
been sold to the Grameen Trust for
world-wide distribution and the one on
lssues in Financial Management for
Credit Programmes for the Poor will be
offered to the Trust shortly.

It is hoped that the basic integrated se-
ries of four management development
workshops will be offered at the national-
level in the Philippines in 1995, for both
CASHPOR and non-CASHPOR
replicators, in order to strengthen their
management capacity for scaling-up.
Funding will be sought from both do-
mestic and foreign sources.

Meanwhile three international manage-
ment development workshops are pro-
posed for 1995. These are :

1. Scaling-up to Branch Viability, jointly
sponsored by CASHPOR, GT and GB in
Dhaka, 23-30 January, 1995;

2. Rural Banking, Increasing Profes-
sionalism, jointly sponsored by
CASHPOR and APRACA in Bangkok or
the Philippines, May-June, 1995 and

3. Planning, Monitoring and Evalua-
tion I, jointly sponsored by CASHPOR,
GT and GB in Penang hosted by AIM in
September, 1995.

Towards the Corporatization of
CASHPOR

it is hoped that in 1996, CASHPOR will
be able to complete its series of eight
management development workshops
by holding those on Computerization,
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Personnel Development, and Impact
Evaluation Research for which it has
not yet beet able to obtain funding.

We are a long way from achieving our
target of reaching 10 million poor house-
holds throughout Asia with credit for in-
come generation, but the year 2000 is
getting closer. We must find ways to
speed up the establishment of additional
replications, especially in India, China
and Vietnam.

There Is much more that CASHPOR
could do. We could spend time in these
countries to promote, perhaps by
means of joint-ventures, additional
replications and scaling-up of existing
successful ones. We could draw on
our network to fill gaps in the manage-
ment of existing and new projects
while at the same time training out
counterparts. We could strengthen
our monitoring, evaluation and techni-
cal assistance. But for all of these we
would need more working capital. We
need also a legal identity that would
enable us to work easily internationally.

Both problems, our legal identity and
shortage of working capital, could be
solved by corporatizing CASHPOR
through the sale of shares. It is sug-
gested that the shares be offered first to
our founding members and a portion in
their personal capacities, second to our
staff, then to our existing institutional
members and lastly to friends and other

supporters.

Extracted from the First Annual Report of
(CASHPOR Inc, 1993-1994; 29 Jalan Permata,
5, Taman Permata 70200 Seremban, N.S. Ma-
laysia; Fax (606) 742-307

International
Coalition on
Women and

Credit

In September 1995 the world's attention
will be focused on Beijing, the venue for
the Fourth World Conference on
Women: Action for Equality, Develop-
ment and Peace. This world Confer-
ence of Women provides a unique op-
portunity for microenterprise institutions

and their clients to take their policy mes-
sages before a global audience of policy
makers.

The International Coalition on Women
and Credit was created in preparation
for the Beijing Conference. Women's
World Banking (WWB) agreed to serve
as the secretarlat for the Coalition.
The major focus of the Coalition is to
ensure that, in preparation for the Beijing
conference, low income women's partic-
ipation and access to financial services
is placed front and centre, in changing
policies, systems and resource flows at
local, regional and global levels.
Twenty-six of the world's leading
microenterprise institutions initiated the
process of presenting a concrete strat-
egy for equitable and sustainable de-
velopment with low income women
entrepreneurs and producers at the
centre. Thisis an exciting initiative as
it is the first time that these leading
institutions have formed an alliance
to pursue common objectives.

The key objectives of the Coalition
are to:

° Use the 1995 World Conference on
Women and the NGO Form activities
as a platform to focus the world's
attention on low income women en-
trepreneurs and producers world-
wide and to expand financial services
to meet their needs.

Document the contributions of low
income women to society and eco-
nomic development and the benefits
they derive from access to financial
services.

Disseminate information on success-
ful models of service delivery and ad-
vocate their adaptation and expan-
sion.

° Promote mechanisms and relationships
that open low income women's access to
mainstream financial institutions.
Identify policy reforms that will remove
barriers facing low income women en-
trepreneurs and expand financial ser-
vices to low income women entrepre-
neurs and producers.

]

In the last two decades, a wide range of
financial intermediaries, particularly
non-governmental institutions, have de-
veloped financial services that respond
to the needs of low income women
microentrepreneurs and producers.
These institutions have created special-
ized products and services that increase



[The Intematlonal Ccmlition on

need 1o restructure financial systems
in order to expand financial services
to low income women entrepreneurs
and producers.

Policies must be reformulated to :
o define standards of performance

o support those NGOs which meet
 rigorous criteria as ptayou in the
financial system.

o ensure that those kutlmﬁons that
meet the standards are capital-
ized, get institutional development
support, and are dlglhh ‘I‘or loan

meet the criteria, should have access to
capital, loan funds, refinance and insti-
tutional development support. These
measures should allow them to at least
double their client base of low income

women entrepreneurs and producers.
4. Beginning now, banks, govern-
ments and intemational financier
need 1o collect and disseminate gen-
der disaggregated information on fi-
nancial flows to women entrepre-
neurs and women's roles as savers,
producers and decision makers.

5. Beginning now, governments
should enact legislation to remove
barriers to women's economic partic-
ipation, in particular regarding prop-
ertyrlghu. Inhoritanoo_laws l_aborand

pumonhlpwiﬁ NGO: l.nd women's
qroupt, promo‘h ioga.i litorwy
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ACCION International, USA *

Calmeadow, Canada *
CASHPOR, Malaysia *

COPEMF, Peru*

FINCA International, USA*
FINCA Nicaragua

Friends of WWB/India*

Grameen Bank, Bangladesh*

Ms. Foundation for Women, USA*
Switzerland*

Save the Children, USA*

SEEP Network, USA*

Total Home Industries, Kenya*
UNIFEM*

*Founding members

INTERNATIONAL COALITION ON WOMEN AND CREDIT
List of Member Organizations
Coalition Secretariat WWB*
Coalition Coordinator Colins Kawas

Appropriate Technology International (ATI), USA *
Association for Enterprise Opportunity (AEQ), USA *
Banco Solidario (BancoSol), Bolivia *

Centro Accion Microempresarial, Colombia*
Centro de Apoyo a la Mioroemprcsa (CAM) El Salvador*

Credit Organization for Pre-Micro Enterprises (COPE), Jamaica*
Femme Development et Enterprise en Afrique (FDEA), Senegal*

Kenya Women's Finance Trust (KWFT)

Mujeres y Desarrollo (MUDE), Guaternala*

Research and Application Alternative Financing for Development (RAFAD),
Seed Capital Development Fund (SIDA), Washington, D.C.*

Self Employed Women's Association (SEWA), India*

Shakti Foundation for Disadvantaged Women, Bangladesh

World Council of Credit Unions, USA*

the economic participation of low
income women and enhance the
growth of their enterprises. The in-
creasing focus on low income
women as clients is based on the
fact that poor women constitute the
majority of the world's economi-
cally active poor. While some
microlending institutions have con-
sciously targeted low income
women, others began to include in-
creasing numbers of female clients
in their programmes because they
found that women entrepreneurs
and producers were better clients.

The rapid growth of the microenterpr-
ise sector worldwide and the success
of leading microenterprise develop-
ment institutions has encouraged
hundreds of NGOs and development
agencies to create microenterprise

development programmes with an em-
phasis on lending. Despite their suc-
cesses todate, the leading microenterpr-
ise institutions of the world still are only
able to reach less than 1% of the world's
population of low income women entre-
preneurs and producers who need
credit.

if development efforts are to effectively
reach the increasing numbers of low in-
come entrepreneurs and producers,
then policy makers worldwide will have
to enforce policy changes at all levels to
increase the flow of economic resources
to low income women. Successful
microlending institutions have been try-
ing to effect policy change in their own
policy environments, but there has never
been a movement involving the major
practitioners at the international level.

Continued to page 12
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Letter...

Spreading the Word
in Germany

| was very happy to read in my local
newspaper a long article about Grameen
Bank. Grameen Bank is getting more
and more popular all over the worid!

Furthermore | would like to inform you
about what has happened since | visited
Grameen Bank this spring. |just finished
my thesis about Grameen Bank. You
find it enclosed, too. As it is unfortu-
nately written in German, | translated
some parts into English so that you
might at least get an idea aboutit. In this
context let me thank you for the big
support | enjoyed from everybody in the
bank. Thank you very much!

Concerning my journalistic work, | pre-
sented Grameen Bank in two radio features.
One of these was produced for a nationwide
broadcasting service called
*Deutschlandfunk” in Cologne and the
other for a radio station called "Radio Bre-
men” in Bremen. The features are quite
short, 7 and 10 minutes, because | had so
much work to do for the thesis. May be you
would find it useful to have information
material in German for German-speaking
visitors in Grameen Bank, so | am sending
you one of the tapes. The German media
are quite interested in Grameen Bank and
1 will continue with that work.

Moreover, | took part in the annual con-
ference of Results in Germany. Nancy
Wimmer was extremly interested in the
Grameen Health Programme and | gave
a short lecture on this subject. In Decem-
ber | will have the opportunity to inform
some students of the University of Co-
logne about Grameen Bank.

Andrea Steinert
Mozartstrasse 19
50674 Koln Germany
Tel.: 49-221-241093
Fax : 49-221-239938
November 7, 1994

| Have An Ambition !

While going through a magazine, | came
to know about the Bank you have estab-
lished for small people and also learnt
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about your vision of establishing a
World Bank for Small People. Itis really
a wonder to achieve such a big success
by starting it from the scratch. Probably
your vision and mission together have
helped in achieving such a great suc-
cess. |have got an ambition to do some-
thing for the downtrodden but | am not
getting the moorings. However, after
reading the article regarding you, | feel
that probably | may be helpful in your
mission. | am anxiously looking for a
directive from you.

G.S. Shukla
Executive Director
) Rash : (:':homicll & Fertilizer Ltd.

, Eastern Express Highway,

Sion Trombay Road, Bombay-400 022.
Telex: 71228 ; Fax: 4070221
January 4, 1995

Sharing Experience
in Latin America

It was a great experience for me to par-
ticipate in the Seventh International Dia-
logue Programme in Grameen Bank in
November 1993. | personally experi-
enced the miracles in the fields and |
admire your commitment with the poor-
est of the poor in the Asian region.

I'm going to travel to Seattle in February
next year to attend the Northwest Inter-
national Women’s Conference as a
panelist with the topic "How are Women
& Men Taking on Global Poverty”.

Recently, | came back from Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, where | was hired by Project
HOPE as a consultant in Village Bank
Credits. It was a nice experience and it
provided me with the opportunity to reflect
upon what people are doing around the
world on behalf of the poorest of the poor.

They are implementing a pilot project in
Guayaquil, Ecuador and Tegucigalpa,
Honduras with AID resources.

In that Seminar | presented Grameen
Bank's methodology to the participants
and provided them with different experi-
ences of my recent trip to Bangladesh.

| had the opportunity to share with the
participants the document entitled
“Grameen Bank's Methodology And
its Replication In Central America &
Mexico". Amanual | translated from En-
glish to Spanish using your bibliography

and complemented with my own experi-
ence during my recent visit to
Bangladesh.

The participants asked me to provide it
to other NGOs around Latin America.

Finally, | expect to attend to the United
Nation's Fourth International Conference
on Women next year in Beijing, China.

Salvador G. Munoz
RESULTS Representative
Colonia La Sultan
Calle Los Lirios Casa # 14-
Antiguo Cuscattan, San Salvador
El Salvador C.A
December 28, 1994.

Grameen in Norway

Results from development of the
Grameen Bank in Norway, so far, have
been very positive. On October 19, last
year, the Grameen Bank project in
Lofoten was given a prestigious "Equal
Rights” award in Norway. The award is
presented every year, by one of the larg-
est trade unions in Norway. Previously,
the award has been granted to or-
ganisations and persons who have
played a key role in promoting equal
rights between the sexes in Norway.

The group leaders from the "Women
Bank® in Lofoten received the award on
behalf of all the group members at a
large conference at the Hotel Plaza in
Oslo. The award giving ceremony re-
ceived much attention in the media. |
enclose some newspaper clippings.

The number of Grameen Bank projects
in Norway is now increasing. At present,
projects have already started or are in the
process of being started, in 20 of the 430
counties of Norway. Nine of the counties
where the projects have started, are
mainly fishing counties. Many of these
counties are located on islands.

One district called Karisoy Kommune,
consists of seven islands. The plan in this
county is to establish one Grameen-bank
group on each island. A couple of groups
have already started up. The population
in these counties is very small.

The Women's Fishery Committee is
planning to make a network among the
different Grameen Bank projects in Nor-
way. It is the main item on the agenda
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for the committee in 1995.

The interest for the Grameen Bank-
model has been huge. We are several
women who have been invoived in
spreading information about the model.
Last August, there were three seminars
about Grameen Bank at the Nordic
Forum for Women in Finland.

| would also like to mention that we have
received requests from Sweden, Fin-
land, Russia (St. Petersburg), Spain, Pal-
estine (East Jerusalem) about the expe-
rience we have in Norway with our
"Women Bank".

Bodil Maal
Gaustaveien 171
0372 Oslo, Norwa
Tel : 22 314500 (offi ce
22 494419
Fax (NORAD) : {095) 47 22 14401
January 22, 1995

Encouraging A
Friend

| have been working for nine years with
Jim Grant first as the Director for fund
raising and then as the Deputy Executive
Director, External Relations, of UNICEF
in New York. | have been behind
UNICEF's support for debt relief, credit
for women and children, improvement of
the condition of women - and always
having the Grameen Bank in mind as the
mostimpressive example of what can be
done to alleviate poverty if one does the
right things.

Now | am retired, but still follow develop-
ment and have been strongly encourag-
ing a young and very able friend,
Vanessa von Richter, to get involved in
these matters. She has passionately
started doing so first in her studies at the
Bristol University, then in a stage last sum-
mer in Vietnam and now in her desire to
come to Bangladesh and work in addition
to her current development and university
activities. Although only 22, | believe she
has great promise, and that she would be
useful (and not a nuisance, as sometimes
with volunteers!) if you would allow her to

try to help you next Summer.
Marco Vianello-Chiodo
3 Wetherby Gardens,
LON » SW5 OJN

Tel. 44-171-370.40.58

44-171-244.04.32 (office

Fax 44-171-835.00.
January 13, 1995

A Home For
Grameen!

We are just two of the thousands of fans
of Grameen's work and its spectacular
success. We admire millions of
Grameen borrowers who have made
Grameen legend possible by their re-
markably responsible attitude towards
credit (98% repayment rate).

After a fair bit of discussion between
ourselves, we have decided to leave our
tamily home to Grameen. As we are still
in our thirties, we did not have a will until
now. As soon as our solicitors would
prepare one, a copy will be sent to you
for your record.

Shirley & Shan Ali
7 Burke Place
Mount Colah 2079
Australia

Tel. +61 2 457.8805

Touched!

Last night | watched a film on B.B.C. TV
about Grameen Bank. | was touched.
Inspite of having known, seen and read
about Grameen Bank for last 2 years, |
was thrilled (we are trying to start similar
activity in the villages of Maharashtra
State of India).

The joy on the faces of ladies who have
benefited from Grameen Bank is infec-
tious. | was amused by one child in a
newly constructed hut tell another one,
'if you trouble me | will turn you into a
dog' ; that is innocence. Anyone who
brings joy in the life of innocents is an
Angel. Grameen Bank workers qualify
for this honour,

Dr. A.M. Pai M.D

Ambika Darshan

Mahatma Gundhi Road
Ghatkopar, Bombay 400 077
March 6, 1995

0660606460600
International Coalition....

Continued from page 10

In September 1995, members of the Co-
alition, including low income women cli-
ents,

will go to Beijing with the compelling
message of empowering women
through access to credit. The world will

then have the opportunity to experience
and celebrate the collective success of
two decades of innovation and impact in
the field of microenterprise lending and
business development services. The
world’'s policy makers will be offered
concrete recommendations for policy
actions that will promote sustainable de-
velopment at all levels.

On the road to Beijing, the Coalition will
demonstrate that investing in women is
a good policy. By drawing upon its col-
lective knowledge and experience, the
Coalition will inform practitioners and
policy makers about successful models
for providing financial services to low
income women. The Coalition also will
advocate the expansion of these ser-
vices through a wide range of financial
intermediaries in order to reach the in-
creasing numbers of selfemployed
women that are still in need.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

The Coalition is housed at Women's
World Banking, New York, which serves
as the Coalition Secretariat. WWB pro-
vides the Coalition with administrative
and logistical support and substantive
assistance for the production of Coali-
tion outputs. WWB participates actively
with other Coalition members in regional
and global policy forums in preparation
for Beijing. WWB also utilizes its leader-
ship in various forums related to Beijing
and the Social Summit to further the
common objectives of the Coalition.

COALITION OUTPUTS
Declaration of Financial Rights

The Declaration highlights the mission of
the Coalition, sets the context for the focus
of women, and provides concrete actions
that need to be taken in order to reach the
millions of women that deserve attention.

Videos and Video Letters

Coalition members are producing
*Video Letters" from low income women
entrepreneurs to policy makers. In these
five minute "letters”, low income women
clients from different regions voice their
concerns, highlight their achievements
in their enterprise, families and commu-
nities, and discuss the benefits of having

access to financial services.
Continued to page 16
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Bulletin

/

Board

Grameen Dialogue will publish your messages, queries, announcements, notices in
this section. Iif you are looking for something, or you have something that others

may be looking for, please let us know. We can tell everybody else.

—Editor

Changes at
Usahamaju

CASHPOR GOES
CORPORATE

In the wake of the change of government
in Sabah,Malaysia, there has been a re-
shuffle at the Rural Development Cor-
poration (KPD), the "owners® of Proj-
ect Usahamaju. Dr. Richard Gunting,
who initiated PU, headed both KPD and
PU Management Committee, has been
appointed Executive Director of KPD
Holdings, the commercial wing of the
corporation. The Project Manager is
still Mr. Freddy Rantau, while the new
General Manager of KPD , En. Awang b.
Hj. Penfran Gamek, heads the PU Man-
agement Committee.

PU was disappointed to find that its allo-
cation under the '95 Budget had been
pared down from Ringgit $3.4 million to
$ 0.238 million, but hoped that this would
be revised.

FLASH!! Sabah Government has just an-
nounced that PU will be turned into the
PU Foundation. We hope this also
means an increase in their funding.

New MD at AIM

Tuan Haji Muktar Bin Ramli, an archivist
by profession, but an active social
worker by inclination, has been ap-
pointed Managing Director of AIM, end-
ing a long period of uncertainty. The
previous appointee, Nik Hashim, could
not be released by the government.
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Anew company , will be formed in 1995,
to work alongside CASHPOR, Inc., the
Board decided.

This decision arose from the difficulty of
finding a legal identity for CASHPOR to
employ staff and conductbusiness in the
various countries of the region and the
lack of working capital.

CASHPOR, Inc, which is a non-stock,
non-profit company registered in the
Philippines, will continue to play its net-
working and fund-raising role. The new
company registered as a private limited
company financed through privately
placed shares, will be able to employ
staff and contract to provide services
multinationally.

CASHPOR : 1994

During 1994 CASHPOR raised Ringgit
$700,000 (US$280,000) over the year,
although it started with a tiny bal-
ance. Most funds came from CIGAP
and the heaviest expenditure was on
the Management Development Work-
shops. Other Important donors
were Canada Fund, Malaysia, Can-
ada ASEAN Fund, Asian Community
Trust of Japan and APDC. In addi-
tion, business was done with the
International Labour Organisation,
Redd Barna in Srl Lanka and the
Grameen Trust.

In presenting his draft financial report to
the Board of Trustees, Executive Trustee
Professor Gibbons commented that the
main problem is a lack of working capital
to employ more staff needed for expan-
sion of CASHPOR services and business
turnover.

Professor Gibbons reported promising
prospects for 1995. CIGAP funds will
continue for the workshop programme
and field staff training. In addition,
CASHPOR will organise joint workshops
with funding from Grameen Trust and
GTZ-APRACA.

Dr. Getubig reported that US$245,000
had been committed so far under
CASHPOR activities to run till end'95.
Remaining funds include US$100,000
for new replications, sufficient to fund
two through CASHPOR alone or four if
jointly funded by Grameen Trust.

Announcement

Grameen Trust is pleased to announce
its new fax number :
8802 -806319

Launching of
People’s Fund

The US$ 100 million People's Fund was
launched on March 18 by Grameen Trust
during the International Dialogue Pro-
gramme which was held atthe Grameen
Bank between 10-20 March 1995. The
idea of the People’'s Fund originated



from a statement by Professor Muham-
mad Yunus that the US$ 100 million
being sought by the Grameen Trust (GT)
for the international replication of the
Grameen model for poverty alleviation,
could very well be raised if one million
people from around the world each con-
tributed US$ 100.

David Ellis, an American participant at
the dialogue, became the first person to
contribute US$ 100 to the People’s Fund.
In the next five minutes, an additional
US$ 1100 was handed over by eleven
more participants for the fund. Partici-
pants were delighted. It was decided that
contributions would be deposited in a
foreign exchange account of the
Grameen Trust for on-lending to replica-
tion projects worldwide. People's Fund
will play a vital role in the Global
Grameen Movement to create a poverty
free world.

Any individual or organisation wishing to
contribute in the Grameen Trust
People's Fund are invited to contact:

Grameen Trust

Grameen Bank Bhaban

Mirpur 2, Dhaka 1216
Bangladesh

Phone : 8802-806319

Fax : 8802-806319/8802-803559
Email : Toolnet :9:1880/1.6
Internet:grameen@driktap.tool.nl

Help from Bonn

Ebersherg—A prestigious guest visited
the country group of the CSU (Christian
Social Union) on Friday : Carl-Dieter
Springer, the Minister of Financial Coop-
eration and Development, along with
Representative Josef Hollerith came to
hold a meeting with members of "RE-
SULTS" in order to inform themselves
about a development project.

RESULTS is an international organiza-
tion with the goal to make the industrial
nations aware of their responsibilities to
combat poverty.

To the delight of RESULTS members,
the Minister for Development prom-
ised to engage himself for the financial
support of the Grameen Trust from the
European Union. Subsequently, the
minister formally announced a grant of
DM 3.1 million for Grameen Trust to

support the latter replication efforts of
GB model.

(Extracted From Suddentsche Zeitung
Sept 19, 1994)

Eleventh
International
Dialogue Programme

The 11th International Dialogue Pro-
gramme was held at Grameen Bank
from March 10 to March 20, 1995.
was the third programme that was de-
signed especially for the volunteers
and staff of RESULTS and RESULTS
Educational Fund. RESULTS is a non-
profit advocacy group working to create
the political will to end hunger. It has
chapters in the United States, Canada,
the United Kingdom, Germany, Japan,
Australia and Mexico. Forty-four partici-
pants from five countries participated in
this dialogue programme, making it by
far the largest ever held at Grameen.
The participants broke into small groups
and lived in 21 different Grameen Bank
branches for five days to get a deeper
understanding of the operation and im-
pact of Grameen Bank on the lives of the
rural poor. After returning from the
branches, the participants discussed
how best they would use their experi-
ence in their future work to eradicate
poverty. The participants also held dia-
logues with representatives of donor
agencies and NGOs.

Among the concrete actions partici-
pants agreed to undertake upon return-
ing to their home countries were: making
micro-credit for poverty alleviation a
greater part of their country's foreign aid
programme, starting micro-loan pro-
grammes at home and improving/ex-
panding existing ones, working to en-
sure the success of a Micro-credit Sum-
mit to be held in 1996 and raising funds
for Grameen Trust's newly created
People's Fund of 100 million from pri-
vate sources to fund the replication of
Grameen Bank.

For more information about RESULTS
activities or the Micro-credit Summit,
contact: Sam Harris, Executive Direc-
tor, RESULTS International, 236 Mas-

sachusetts Ave., NE, Suite 300, Wash-
ington, DC 20002. Phone : 202-543-
9340, Fax : 202-546-3228.

Workshop On
Branch Viability

Grameen Trust currently funds 30 repli-
cation projects around the world. A
number of these projects have success-
fully utilised the seed capital already
provided by Grameen Trust (GT) and
have begun submitting applications for
further funding from Grameen Trust. in
a bid to support the development of via-
ble projects and optimise the use of
scarce resources, Grameen Trust has un-
dertaken to provide support to at least
one branch in each of these projects to
attain financial viability. Grameen Trust
believes that if a project achieves a finan-
cially viable branch i.e. one that is able
to cover all its annual operating costs
from its interest income, then it would
find it easier to access additional funds
for the project from other sources in the
future. For projects that do not have
problems accessing funds, financial via-
bility would ensure that the programme
is operating with maximum efficiency.
The viable branch model could then be
replicated in other areas of the project.

Against this backdrop, a workshop on
‘Scaling Up to Branch Viability' or-
ganised by Grameen Bank, Grameen
Trust and CASHPOR Inc (the network of
Asia-Pacific Grameen replications) was
held at the Grameen Bank from 6-13
February. The project directors of eleven
replication projects from seven coun-
tries, ten of them GT-funded, partici-
pated in the workshop. The main objec-
tive of the workshop was to enable each
replication project to use financial mod-
elling to prepare a viability plan for a
single branch of the project. The work-
shop included hands-on practical ses-
sions in which participants entered rele-
vant data to model cash flow and branch
viability for their branches on Lotus 1-2-3.
Participants also carried out sensitivity
analysis, changing variables in the
model, particularly the interest rate, to
test its robustness and to examine how
this would affect the time and cash re-

Grameen Dialogue



quired for the branch to attain viability.
Each project presented a viable branch
proposal during the plenary at the end
of the workshop, giving GT and
CASHPOR Inc. the opportunity to raise
questions and discuss the assumptions
of each proposal with the project direc-
tors. The finalised proposals have been
submitted by all projects for assessment
and approval by Grameen Trust.

Area Managers’
Training at Grameen
Bank

The first specialised Area Managers
Training Programme for area manag-
ers and trainee area managers of 12
Grameen Bank replication projects oper-
ating in China, India, Indonesia, Nepal,
Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka and
Vietnam, began at Grameen Bank on 27
March 1995. The training programme
has been jointly organised by Grameen
Bank, Grameen Trust and CASHPOR
Inc. and will last for two months.

The trainees will spend most of their time
in branch and area offices of Grameen
Bank. The course will include areas such
as, area and branch budget manage-
ment and accounting systems, systems
to prevent corruption, staff relations,
analysis of the strengths and
weaknesses of the loan programme.

Although the first of its kind, Grameen
Trust hopes to organise further training
programmes of this kind in the future.
Interested organisations replicating the
Grameen Bank model may apply to
Grameen Trust.

Grameen
International
Dialogue
Programmes, 1995

Grameen International Dialogue Pro-
grammes, jointly organized by
Grameen Bank (GB) Grameen Trust
(GT), are intended for organisations and
individuals who have initiated or are
planning to launch programmes based

Grameen Dialogue

on the GB approach to serve the bottom
poor by prosiding them with access to
credit. The Dialogue provides an oppor-
tunity for participants to gain first hand
exposure to the philosophy and opera-
tional procedures of the GB. I also al-
lows participants to get acquinted to in-
dividuals and institutions who are al-
ready active in the field of poverty allevi-
ation through replication of Grameen ap-
proach. The Dialogue provides a forum
for mutual learning, sharing of experi-
ence and practical follow up action.

Dates for forthcoming thirteenth and
Fourteenth Dialogues are given below :

13th Dialogue:26 Aug.-7 Sept. 1995
14th Dialogue:26 Nov.-8 Dec. 1995

f you are interested in joining any of
these p*rogrammes as a potential replic-
ator, please write immediately to the ad-
dress below and we will send you our
application form (the "Grameen Dia-
logue Information Sheet").

Grameen Trust

Mirpur Two

Dhaka-1216

Bangladesh

Phone/Fax : 880-2-803-559
880-2-806-319
Toolnet:9:1880/1.6
Internet:grameen@driktap.tool.nl

Subscription

Grameen Dialogue

Please send a contribution of $25 and
put a friend on the mailing list of the
Grameen Dialogue. Let your friend be
an important part in the chain of people
committed to work for the elimination of
poverty from this earth.

Grameen Trust

Mirpur Two, Dhaka-1216
Bangladesh

Fax : 880-2 559

New Publications

Training Manuals on Grameen

The following training manuals on
Grameen model are avialable with
Grameen Trust for sale.

1. 'Planning, Monitoring and
Evaluation’.

2. 'Targeting, Identification and
Motivation’.

3. 'Key Issues In Financial
Management’.

Each manual costs US$ 15 (fifteen US
dollar) plus handling and mailing
charges. If you are interested please
write to Grameen Trust.

Grameen
Publications in USA

All Grameen Publications are available in
the USA at the following address :

Ms. Patricla Young
National Co-ordinator
World Food Day Committee
1001-22nd Street NW
Washington DC 20437, USA
Phone : (202) 653-2404

Key Issues in
Financial
Management

Training Manual on Key lssues in Fi-
nancial Management for Grameen
Credit Programmes is available for pur-
chase from Grameen Trust,

The book covers the following topics :

1. Financial control (including prob-
lem-areas of financial control and guide-
lines for strict financial control.)

2. Cash-flow management (including
guidelines to design cash flow manage-
ment for viability and sustainability.)

3. Chart of Account (including guidelines
of accounts and financial statements.)

4. Computerization with MicroBanker,
the computer software developed by
FAQ for use by conventional rural banks
and its relevance to Grameen replica-
tions.

This book can be purchased from
Grameen Trust at a cost of US$ 15 per
copy plus mailing and handling charges.

Grameen Trust
Grameen Bank Bhaban
Mirpur 2, Dhaka 1216
Bangladesh
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International Coalition....

Continued from page 10

The Policy Impact Manual

The Coalition is producing guidelines on
means to influence delegates and strat-
egies for building alliances with other
NGOs. The manual also includes sug-
gestions for policy interventions and
overhead slides that can be used at
workshops and presentations.

Policy Papers

The Coalition plans to produce and dis-
seminate position papers on various key
themes related to successes by financial
intermediaries and their clients in the
field of microenterprise credit. The prin-
cipal objective of these papers is to high-
light the credit-worthiness of low income
women clients and the successful
microlending models. The audience for
these papers are policy makers and
funders. These policy papers will serve
to enhance their awareness of
microenterprise credit intermediation

and to garner their support. The papers

will provide information to Coalition

members and NGOs that are interested

in developing credit programmes for the

poor. Proposed themes include:

—The impact of credit on low income
women clients.

—The superior performance of women in
credit programmes based on repay-
ment rates.

Case Studies on Best Practice Financial

Intermediaries

These case studies, produced with
WWB, will highlight the successes of
best practice financial intermediaries.
They will be an important source of infor-
mation for policy makers and NGOs.

CONCLUSION

The purpose of the 1995 United Nations
International Conference on Women in
Beijing is to assess progress and provide
added impetus to the implementation of
the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies.
In 1995, atthe close of the United Nations

Decade for Women, the "Nairobi For-
ward Looking Strategies” affirmed credit
as a means to achieve overall develop-
ment for women. Furthermore, govern-
ments and policy makers all over the

" world have recognized that low income

women have limited access to credit.
However, governments and international
policy makers have not created an en-
abling policy environment to address
this gap. The International Coalition on
Women and Credit will use this historic
opportunity at Beijing to promote action
recommendations that will create amore
favourable policy environment for low
income women and the institutions that
serve them.

For further information on the Coalition
and how to become more involved in its
activities, please contact:

Ms. Celina Kawas

Coalition Coordinator
International Coalition on Women
and Credit

8 West 10th Street

New York, NY 10018

Tel: (212) 768-8518

Fax: (212) 768-8519
GRAMEEN UPDATE : FEBRUARY, 1995
Here are the latest figures from Grameen:
tem Nos tem Million Million
Taka uss
1. Number of Branches 1,045 6.  Cumulative amount
disbursed 49246.68 1338.40
2. Number of Villages 35,001 7. Amount disbursed
during this month 1582.81 40.59
3.  Number of Centres 60,133 8. Cumulative amount of
Housing Loans disbursed 4851.08 130.90
4.  Number of Members 2,029841 9. Housing Loans disbursed
Female 1,908,679 during this month 113.51 291
Male 121,162 10.  Cumulative amount of
Savings in Group Fund 3321.84 90.43
5.  Cumulative number of houses 11: Balance of total savings
built with Grameen housing loans 300,749 (Excluding Group Fund) 669.42 17.16
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Does the Capitalist System
Have to be the Handmaiden of the Rich?

Muhammad Yunus
[Extracts from the keynote address delivered at 85th Rotary
International Convention held in Taipei, Taiwan, on June 12-15, 1994.]

Credit As a Human Right

F we are looking for one single action which will

enable the poor to overcome their poverty, |
would go for credit. Money is power. | have been
arguing that credit should be accepted as a human
right. If we can come up with a system which
allows everybody access to credit while ensuring
excellent repayment --- | can give you a guarantee
that poverty will not last long. If the helplessness
and isolation of labour, who have nothing to sell
but their labour, can be totally removed by
connecting labour with capital through a universal
credit system, we’ll then have other kinds of actors
on the economic scene different from what the
existing capitalist world would allow us to bring out.

Poverty is not created by the poor. Poverty is
created by the existing world system which denies
fair chances to the poor. If we can ensure truly
equal opportunities to everybody in the society
there is no reason why poverty should linger
around us.

Charities and handouts help maintain and deepen
poverty. These are invented to avoid giving equal
chances to the poor. Handouts take away initiative
from people. Human beings thrive on challenges,
not on palliatives.

Grameen has put trust back into the picture. We
do business on trust. (In the USA, one of the
Grameen replications calls itself "Good Faith
Fund" to make this very point.) Grameen trusts
people. It believes in the enormous potential of
each and every human being. Given enabling
environment, even the poorest woman can
peel off doubts in herself and start exploring
her abilities to find a life with full human dignity.

Besides being a lending institution, Grameen also
requires the borrowers to save. Each borrower
saves one taka (2.5 cents US) each week, and five
per cent of the loan money. Today the total savings
of Grameen borrowers exceed US$ 70 million. If
they wish, Grameen borrowers can collectively buy
up the largest enterprise in the country. It would
be fun to do that -- the poorest in the country
getting into the league of the richest in Bangladesh!

Capitalism : Making the Rich Richer

The essence of capitalism is expressed in two
of its basic features: a) profit maximization and
b) market competition. In their abstract
formulations none of them was supposed to have
anything conspiratorial against the poor. Butin real
life they turn out to be the "killers" of the poor—by
making rich the richer and poor the poorer.

Profit maximization is recognised as the best
principle to ensure the optimal use of resources. It
tells you when you are going in the right direction
in mixing inputs, when you are going in the wrong
direction, and when you have just the right
combination of resources. Free market
competition ensures that you are pushed out of
any comfortable position when your competitor
finds a better combination or better product or
better way of doing business. It is the driving force
forall innovations, technology changes, and better
management.

In the conceptualisation of the capitalist world we
have installed a greedy (almost bloodthirsty)
person to play the role of profit-maximizer. Not
only have we deprived him of all human qualities,
we have empowered him by giving him all the
institutional support he can use by depriving the



Grameen Bank
At a Glance

(As on February 1995)

. Total Loan Disbursed (Cumulative) US $ 1.3 billion
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11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

Loan Disbursedin :
1993 US $308.14 million
1994 US $394.75 million
Total savings (balance) US $72.77 million
No. of borrowers 2.0 million
No. of houses built with Grameen loans : 300,000 units
Percentage of women borrowers 94 percent
No. of Centres 60,133
No. of villages covered 35,001
No. of Branches 1045
. No. of Staff 12,068
Percentage of share-capital
owned by borrowers 92 percent
No. of centre schools 22,509
No. of students :
Girls 283,652 (72%)
Boys 111,364 (28%)
Total 395,016 (100%)
Packets of vegetable seeds _
sold to borrowers 10.6 million
Trees planted by borrowers 6.8 million
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Grameen Bank

Barobazar Kaliganj Branch

At a Glance

(As on February 1995)

Starting date of the branch

Total Loan Disbursed (Cumulative)

Loan Disbursed in:
1993
1994

Total savings (balance)

No. of borrowers

No. of houses built with Grameen loans :

Percentage of women borrowers
No. of Centres

No. of villages covered

No. of Staff

No. of centre schools

No. of students :
Girls
Boys
Total

Packets of vegetable seeds
sold to borrowers

Trees planted by borrowers

: March 19, 1991

: US $ 800,100

: US $237,013
: US $ 386,447

US $ 41,581
2184

28

100

61

36

11

35
40

75

2421
1425

units

percent

(47%)
(53%)
(100%)
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Look to Bangladesh for new
chief of the World Bank

From Mr Edward F Feighan.

Sir, As a former member of
the US House of Representa-
tives who served on the foreign
affairs committee, 1 read with
interest your editorial, "A pres-
ident for the World Bank”
(March 1), in which you sug-
gest a new vision for selecting
the next president of the World
Bank. You say “the right per-
son to articulate [the bank's]
purpose is unlikely to be a
manager, however gifled, or a
manipulator of financial mar-
kets, however crealive...The
bank's aim is development. Its
president must define what
that means and, no less,
explain why it matters.”

I caught my f[irst glimpse of
a new vision of development
nearly a decade apgo. At that

time, I was a lead sponsor,
along with Republican Ben Gil-
man, the current chair of the
House International Relations
Committee, on legislation mod-
elled after a different kind of
World Bank - the Grameen
Bank in Bangladesh.

Its founder and managing
director, Muhammad Yunus,
has crafted an institution that
has grown from one borrower
18 years ago, who used a
minuscule loan to free herself
from a money-lender and cata-
pult her income from two cents
a day to $1.25 a day, to an
institution that lends $1.5m a
day to the poorest women in
Bangladesh. The current 2m
borrowers (only 6 per cent are
men) buy milk cows and sell
the milk, husk rice and sell the

rice, and do all other manner
of self-employment ventures
with loans that average $100
each and have a default rate of
just 2 per cent.

There is no person who has a
better understanding than
Muhammad Yunus of how to
use banking vo eradicate pov-
erty. There is no person who
has better demonstrated what
we must do to solve the prob-
lems before this week's UN
summit on social development
- poverty, emiployment, and
social integration.

Edward F Feighan,

Climaco, Climaxo, Seminafore,
Lefkowitz & Ga'rofoll,

Ninth floor, the Halle Building,
1228 Euclid Ave:nue,

Ohio 44115,

s
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The Washington Post

I LA
A Banker Without Pinstripes

his town is full of people who call
I themselves revolutionaries. The
real thing, however, was imported
last week: a Bangladeshi banker who
thinks credit is a human right.

Muhammad Yunus, a pleasant,
smiling man in a tan Nehru suit, has
financed thousands of small enterprises
in his dirt-poor native country and in 40
countries around the world, including
the United States. President Clinton is a
fan, and told Rolling Stone magazine
that Yunus, a PhD from Vanderbilt in
economics, deserves the Nobel Prize.

He is not your usual banker, who eyes
borrowers with suspicion and poor
people not at all. Noting that the big
commercial banks in Bangladesh lost $9
billion in defaulted loans to the rich, he
told loan officers that the poor could not
be worse deadbeats. But he had to use
his own money for his first
disbursements. Now, 18 years later,
Grameen Bank operates in more than
half the villages of Bangladesh, serving
2 million borrowers with 1,047
branches. The average loan is $100, a
considerable sum in Bangladesh. The
payback rate is 98 percent.

Ninety-four percent of the borrowers
are women. That’s no accident, Yunus
told a congressional forum. Although
Bangladeshi women are docile wives,
many of whom have never even handled
money, they're better bets than their
husbands, he says firmly.

“Women have plans,” according to
him, “for themselves, for their children,
about having children, about the home,
the meals. They have a vision. A man
wants to enjoy himself.”

This, of course, is a variation on a
theme given voice recently by House
Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.), who in
a discussion about gender differences
explained that men “are biologically
driven to go out and hunt giraffes.”

In Bangladesh’s conservative Islamic
society, Yunus’s doctrine of the
superiority of women is explosive, and

" the clergy has fulminated against his

designs on the traditional order of
things. But men have accepted with
more grace than expected, since their
working wives have brought home new
tin roofs, three square meals a day,
clothes for the children and the
opportunity to go to school.

Grameen Bank managers do not take
the courses familiar to their Western
counterparts. When a new branch is to
be opened, the designated manager,
traveling with a superior, goes to a
village and seeks out borrowers. He
goes to the home of the likely client, to

make sure she is really poor and thus
deserving. If there is furniture in the
house, he knows there is inadmissible
affluence. The poorer she is, the better
her chances. -

No collateral is required. It takes the
form of four other women who cosign the"
note. They have to agree on the nature
of the enterprise and the way to proceed.
If, for instance, a dairy business is being
formed, they would have to decide on the -
kind of cow and the cow itself. If the chief
borrower defaults, the other women -
become ineligible for loans. Popular
ventures are basket-weaving, '
well-purifying, rice-husking and -
door-to-door jewelry sales. '

“It is much better for both buyer and
seller,” explains Yunus, “The woman
comes to the house with bangles for °
sale, and the woman of the house is glad _
to buy one from her. Otherwise the '
woman would be begging from house to
house. This way, she has dignity, she is
helping her family. Every week, she
pays back the equivalent of 2 cents on
her loan and must save 2 cents as well.”

Jan Piercy, the U.S. executive
director of the World Bank, says that
“access to credit unleashes
entrepreneurial initiatives that enable
the borrower to go from dependence to
self-reliance. It ultimately means that
the prosperity in the developing world
will reach the very poor.”

The United States is spending $149
million on programs in poor countries.
Last year Congress voted $33 million to
help set up Grameen-type community
small enterprises. When Yunus first came
to peddle his idea in America, a young

" Arkansas governor was most receptive.

The Good Faith Fund is still flourishing.
In Bangladesh, Yunus does not limit
his revolutionary activity to having

- upended the banking system and routing

the pinstripes. He is transforming village
life. Women who get loans pledge
themselves to certain sharply defined
goals—to have small families, to oppose
child marriage and dowries, to drink only
filtered or boiled water, to grow
vegetables and eat them, to dig latrines,
to send their children to school. Grameen
has a health care system in the making.
Premiums will be $1.25 a year per
family, and 2 cents per doctor visit.

Yunus is making his country into a
matriarchy. He has changed the role of
women. He’s trying to prove that
capitalism need not be driven by greed
alone. Newt Gingrich promises “a
different way of doing business.” Yunus
has already done it. Speaker, eat your
heart out.
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The economics professor taught the worldllhat the needy do not require handouts
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Banker to the Poor

Bangladeshis Continue to Count on Yunus

Can impoverished Bangladesh teach fat-
cat America a thing or two about bank-
ing? Yes, says Muhammad Yunus of
Dhaka-based Grameen Bank. When he was
governor of Arkansas in the 1980s, Bill
Clinton asked Yunus to replicate Grameen's
small-loans scheme in his hardscrabble state.
Yunus helped start up the Good Faith Fund in
Pine Bluff. Some U:S. experts predicted that
Americans would not line up unless they
could borrow at least $50,000. They were
wrong. Many in Arkansas asked for sums as
small as $375. “Academics have their ideas
about the world and the reality is so different,”
says Yunus. “I believe in the capacity and
capability of human beings."”

He is an academic himself. But the Chit-
tagong University economics professor put
theory into practice in 1976. His mission: to
help the poor by lending without collateral.
Grameen aims “to feed those who would oth-
erwise go hungry,” says Yunus, “not through
handouts but by giving them the means to earn
money for food.” To date the bank has given
out some $1 billion in loans to 2 million fami-
lies — with an incredible 98% repayment rate.
What many banks don't realize, says the 54-
year-old Yunus, is that most people honor their
obligations if they have the means to do so. It
is a lesson Grameen has taught development
workers from the U.S. and 70 other countries.

Bomn to a well-off business family, Yunus
started teaching economics at 22. He left for
the U.S. in 1965 on a Fulbright fellowship,
completing his Ph.D in economics at Vander-

bilt University five years later. Back home,
Yunus worked briefly as a government econo-
mist, then returned to teaching. One day, while
strolling in the village of Jobra behind the
Chittagong University campus, he saw a
woman weaving cane seats. How much do
you earn a day? he asked. Four cents,
answered the woman, adding that the rest goes
to the money lender.

Moved by the weaver's plight, Yunus
thought of ways to help his country's poor.
Grameen Bank lent a total of $25 to ten people
in Jobra in 1976. Yunus had to scramble for
capital. Grameen got a big boost in 1981 when
the Rome-based International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development lent it $3.4 million. The
central bank extended grants in 1983.
Grameen received more support after Yunus
was honored with the Magsaysay Award for
community service in 1984,

11,000 employees who serve half of the
country’s 68,000 villages. Charging
annual interest of 20%, it funds practically any
income-generating activity from fish farming
to cloth weaving to basket making. Borrowers,
most of them women, ask for $100 on aver-

Today the bank has 1,042 branches and

age. The requirements? “The less you have,'
says Yunus, “the higher the priority you get.”
He recently won the 1994 World Food Prize,
which comes with a $200,000 grant from
American philanthropist John Ruan. Yunus
has decided to give the money to Grameen
employees. They deserve it. s
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March 23, 1995

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Attn: Jennifer Klein

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington DC 20500

Via Facsimil
Number of Pages:

Dear Ms. Verveer,

I returned from Bangladesh on Monday. Forty-[ive of us visited the
Grameen Bank and it was very inspiring.

While speaking with Muhammad Yunus last week we discussed the idea of
inviting Hillary Rodham Clinton to be Honorary Co-Chair of the People’s
Summit for Micro Credit. The goal of the meeting is to develop a plan of
action for ensuring that 100 million of the world’s poorest families,
especially the women of those families, are receiving micro credit loans
for self employment by 2005.

Muhammad Yunus loved the idea and said he would discuss it with Mrs.
Clinton in Bangladesh. Yunus asked me to draft the letter for him.

I wanted to make sure you saw the letter before Yunus hands it to Mrs.
Clinton. Susan Shure, a friend of mine, will also give a copy of the letter
to Jan Piercy. I hope you have a wonderful journey.

Sincerely,

SomHowuo
Sam Harris
Executive Directm

P.S. I read Jennifer Klein the response of a Grameen borrower to the
question, "Would you rather have received your loan in the form of a
gift?" The borrower’s response is below and in an op-ed I've attached.

If I am given a gift, it is not for development, it is just to enjoy.
If it is a gift, I think I get it for free so I have no tension. I can
use it any way [I want]. If I get a loan, I have pressure to pay
back and will work hard. A gift makes a person lazy, inactive,
and destroys a community.

4562878:# 2/ 6
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Draft--Sample Text

April 22, 1995

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington DC 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

I wanted to put into writing my invitation for you to serve either as Co-Chair or, if
necessary, as Honorary Co-Chair of the People’s Summit for Micro Credit. The People’s
Summit for Micro Credit is the first step of the Where Credit Is Due 2005 project which is a
decade-long campaign whose goal is to ensure that 100 million of the world’s poorest

families, especially the women of those families, will be receiving micro credit loans for
sclf-employment by 2005.

The project is under the auspices of the RESULTS Educational Fund which, along with its
sister organization RESULTS, has been a leading advocate for credit for the poorest women

for nearly a decade. George Stephanopoulos is very familiar with their work and with their
Executive Director Sam Harris.

The first phase of the Where Credit Is Due 2005 project is the development of a plan of
action for reaching 100 million of the world’s poorest families by 2005. A paper is being
circulated for comment to more than 100 individuals around the world who are either
practitioners or supporters of this work. The paper will be redrafted and recirculated and
then discussed at a People’s Summit for Micro Credit preparatory meeting to be held October
7-8, 1995 in Washington DC. The paper will be rewritten again and circulated for a final
round of comment leading to the People’s Summit for Micro Credit which is tentatively
scheduled for May 89, 1996. As (Homnorary) Co-Chair we would ask that you:

1. Allow us to list you as Co-Chair of the People’s Summit for Micro Credit.

2. Work to see that the goal of reaching 100 million of the world’s poorest families,
especially the women, with micro credit loans for self-employment by 200S is brought
by the U.S. delegation to the Conference on Women in Beijing.

3. Co-sign, with me and the other Co-Chair(s), the letter of invitation to the People’s

Summit for Micro-Credit preparatory meeting in October. If necessary, you might

instead send your own letter of invitation.

Speak at the October 1995 preparatory meeting.

Co-sign, with me and the other Co-Chair(s), the letter of invitation to the People’s

Summit for Micro-Credit tentatively scheduled for May 8-9, 1996. Wc want to invite

both practitioners and leaders from the business and banking sectors to the Summit.

6. Encourage the President to speak at the People’s Summit for Micro Credit in 1996.

S

These are the basic ideas and we’re open to discussing other options with you. Once the
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global and U.S. plans of action have been developed, there will be a campaign to enlist
business leaders, government officials, and the public in implementing the plans.

I have been moved by the commitment Queen Sofia of Spain has shown for micro credit and
plan to extend an invitation for her to serve as a Co-Chair. Sam Harris suggests that wc also
invite a Republican leader in the U.S. to serve as a third Co-Chair.

I am sure you will have seen from your visit with Grameen borrowers how a tiny amount of
credit helps women change their lives and the lives of their families. We must see to it that
credit for self-employment is extended to the poorest people in the U.S. and around the
world, and that the rate of expansion of such programs increases dramatically. Your
involvement as Co-Chair (or Honorary Co-Chair) would make a tremendous difference.

Sincerely,

Muhammad Yunus
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Here’s a New Idea: Eradicate Global Poverty for the Profit

While world leaders were gathering at the Social Summit in Copenhagen to discuss poverty
alleviation, employment generation and social integration, I joined 44 others and spent five
days in the villages of Bangladesh interviewing borrowers of the Grameen (village) Bank.
Given what we were learning in spcaking with these formerly destitute women, I can’t help
but think that the 45 of us were at the real Social Summit.

Here is what we saw. We saw the eradication of rural poverty in the Third World. We
witnessed the unleashing of the human spirit. Perhaps most remarkable of all, we saw this
achieved by an institution that is turning a profit. That’s right, the Grameen Bank has made a
profit over the last two years.

I don’t know what the implications of this are for the United States. Transplant the Grameen
experience 10 US soil and maybe we’d only reap the unleashing of the human spirit, the
reduction of poverty, and no profit. It’s too early to be sure. But the global implications of
Grameen’s successes are unmistakable.

Grameen Bank will lcnd $500 million this year in loans that average $100 to two million
rural people, 94 percent of whom are women, who will use the money for self-employment
ventures. Grameen will get 98 percent of these loans paid back in full—with interest.

But that’s only part of the story. A recent study of long-term borrowers found that 75
percent had either left poverty or were near to leaving poverty. Recently, Grameen Bank
decided to slow its expansion within Bangladesh and committed itself to getting each of its
two million borrowers and their families out of poverty by the year 2000.

While visiting a Grameen branch in Natore District in northwest Bangladesh, I got a
firsthand glimpse of what this furure could look like. I interviewed Nurjahan, a Grameen
borrower whose name means "light of the world.” Abandoned by her parents at 3 months of
age and raised by a neighbor, Nurjahan was married at 12 only to be abandoned by her
husband a year later while three months pregnant. She returned to the family who had raised
her, cooking for them while raising her son. Before joining Grameen, Nurjahan had never
carned more than $37.50 in a year and owned no land. After five years with Grameen her
annual income is $250 (nearly twice the national average) and she owns two goats, one
pregnant cow, 10 hens, and two-thirds of an acre of land. Seasonally, she employs two
farm-hands to assist with her rice crop. In a country where only 46 perccnt of the children
reach grade five, Nurjahan’s son is now in 8th grade.

Another of our group asked a borrower if she would rather have received her loan in the
form of a gift.

"If I am given a gift," she answcred, "it is not for development, it is just to enjoy. If itis a
gift, I think I get it for free so I have no tension. I can use it any way [I want]. IfI geta

loan, T have pressure to pay back and will work hard. A gift makes a person lazy, inactive,
and destroys a community. "
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But while Republican members of Congress may hear this wisdom from rural Bangladesh as
testimony in support of their social agenda they should note another axiom from Grameen
Bank. Bank founder Muhammad Yunus muucmmeGnmecnstaffmconmmly ask
themselves if their policies and actions will creatc more miscry and poverty for the
borrowers or less. That is a central question that Congress and the American public must
face squarely as we continue the vivisection of thirty years of social programs.

In April, Hillary Rodham Clinton will visit a village in Bangladesh and meet the women
borrowers of Grameen Bank. I'm sure she will emerge with the same question we had.

"How can we more rapidly expand this eradication of poverty and unleashing of the human
spirit?”

It’s a question that the Social Summit in Copenhagen didn’t answer, but the Women's

Conference this September in Beijing still could. It is a question that needs to be considered
by all of us concerned with a sustainable and humane future for our world.

That’s why micro credit leaders around the globe are endorsing the goal of reaching 100
million of the world’s poorest families, especially the women of those families, with micro
credit loans for self-employment by 200S. Embracing this goal and moving toward it is
something we can do for the poor, for the hungry, for the economically and politically
disenfranchised. And, asGrnnnenst‘mancxalsucoessesprove it’s also something some of
us can pursue for the profit!

[789 words]

Sam Harris is Executive Director of RESULTS, a citizen’s lobby dedicated to ending hunger
and poverty, and Coordinator of the Where Credit is Due 2005 project.

Sam Harris, Executive Director
RESULTS

236 Massachusetts Ave., NE, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20002

(day) (202) 543-9340

(eve) (202) 546-2695

(fax) (202) 546-3228

Social Security Number: b6 ]
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ICDDR,B Pilot Training Progran ‘“Training for EmTr.rzchr Response
EL gil;r‘ll aml msﬂa ﬁ“"?ﬁ%i ) funded hy the TISATN Office for

nnce

The U. §. Agency for International Development has provided 5 grant of $73,622 to
the International Centre for Diarthoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B) 1o
undertake a pilot training program, "Training for Emergency Response to Cholera and
Shigella Epidemics.” ICDDR,B -- originally established in the 1960’s as the Cholera
Research Hospital with financial and techmical assistance from the U.S. -- is now recognized
by USAID'’s ‘Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance as a center of excellence in providing
emergency response to diarrhoeal epidemics,

The concept for the training course cume ot of ICDDR,B's experizncs in Goma,
Zaire, where an [CDDR,B team was sent to the Rwandan refugee camps to assist in
combatiing the diarrhoeai epidemic affecting the camp population. The health workors of
international relief organizations that respended to the emergency did not have sutficient
ktiowledue or experience with the management of diurrhoeal epidemics. The ICDIN™, 8 team
est:: iuhed a treatment facility in the tefugee camps that reduced mortality drar. . L.liy and
quickly. 5.

The ICDDR,B training course, to be ¢conducted in Bangladesh, {s wargewsd toward
senior medical and heslth professionals from international organizations and NGOs that
normally respond to emergencics worldwide. The training course participants will be trained
in the identification of diarrheal disease pathogens, specifically cholera and shigellosls, and
be able to diagnose and determine pathogens and sppropriate drug therapy under tield
conditions, using new techniques for controj of diarrheal disease epidemics,

The initial training course, for 10 participants, will be conductad during a rwo-week
period this fall. Be¢ause fall is normally a high season for diarrhea in Bangladezsh,
participants will heve the opportunity tc receive hands-on experience in managhng i 1beal
diseass epidemics. To extend the reach of the course, each participant wili receive a training
video that can be used o train additional staff in his or her home organization. If ihe
training course is considered successful, additional courss may be funded by OFDA.

N et
o Ty P T

Talking Point: "ICDDR,B i= recoguized by USAID's Office of Foreign Disaulor
Assistance as a cenier of excellence in providing emergency respense to chalu-n
epidemics. An agreement between the Center and the U.S, Government has rooeutly
been signed to train senior medical and health piofessionals from internationsl
organizations and NGOs how to respond to emergencies worldwide, The concepl of 1
the program came from the Center's outstanding work among Rwandan refugees in 1Ry
Goma, Zaire where their contriburions eduesd mortality deamatieally and quioldy.j, vy
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- ICDDR/B Pllot Trailning Program "Training for Emergancy Response
to Cholara and Shigella Epldemicw® funded by the UBAID Offica fox
Poreign Digaster Asaistance (OFDA)

The Offi¢e of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA} has
provided ICDDR/B a §73,622 grant to undertake a pilot training
program, "Trainlng for Emergency Respong: ta Cholera and Shigella
Epidamics", ICDDR/B is recognizad by USAID's Qffice af Fora{gn
Disagter Agsistance as a center of awcellence in providing
amergency vesponsge Lo diarrhoeal epidemids. The concept £or the
training course came out of ICDDR/B's axperisnce in Goma, Zaire, :
where an ICDDR/B team was sent to the Rwandan refugee camps to @
aseist in combatting the diawxghceal spidamic affecting the camp 8.
peopulation. 7The ICDDR/B team sstablished a treatmant facility in
the refugee camps that reduced mortallty dramatically and
gquiekly. The ICDDR/B team found that, although well intentioned, 4
health workers of international relief organisations working in s
the camps &id not have guffiecient knowledge or axperience with 4
the management of diarrhoeal epidemics.

The ICDDR/B training course, te be conducted in Bangladesh,
is targeted toward zeniocr medical and health professiocnals from
intarnational organizations and NGOs that normally respond Lo
amergency situations werldwide. By the ¢ompletion of the
training course partieipante will have been trained in the
identification of diarrhea diseazse pathogens, specifisally
¢holera and shigellosis, be capable of applying diagnostic
Fechninquea fn deatermine pathegens and appwepriate drug thexapy
undar fisld conditions, and will have beaan expeoged to naew
tachnigques foy aontrol ¢f diarrhoeal disease epidamics,

The initizl zrxainivy course, for 10 participants, will be
conducted during a two-wsek pexiod this fall. The f£sll is
normally one of the highest asaassons for inetancss of dizrrhesa in
Bangladesh and will provide the oppartunity fer participants to
recelve lande=ul sxperisnce in ths mamagemont of diarvrhtaal
i Aansa anicdemd e T { T i " s
e oonrae. "sash part Lol pant 1a ehe oI RR O P e hRE R kY Siem f-_
providad 2 training widen rthat ran he na=d tn frain additional
staff in the participant’s homa organizatien, If the training
dourse is considered suecessful, additional courses may be funded |

by CFDA.

Iglking_2§;n§: "ICDDR,B i& recognized by USAID'e Offlce of
Foraign Dimaster Assistance as a canter of excellence in
providing emergency vesponse to cholera epidemice. An agreament
between the Center and the U.8. Government has recently besn
gigned to preovide cralning of senicr madical and health
professionals from intexnational organizations and N8Os how to
respoend to smargensy 2ituaticns worldwide. The voncept of the
program came from the Canter’s cutstanding werk in Goma, Zaire
where thelr contributions reduced mortality dramatically and

guickly." 5




GRAMEEN CHECK®*

The history of the handwoven textiles of Bangladesh is replete with well documented
reports of its excellence and high value in the discerning markets of Europe, West Asia and
the Far East. For centuries the Dhaka Muslin held its own amongst the finest fabrics of
the world; apart from this superb fabric the region produced a wide variety of woven textiles
to fulfill its own requirements, as well as other markets of the subcontinent.

However, in recent decades, Bangladeshi weavers have had to face innumerable hardships.
The scarcity of raw materials in combination with the steadily declining economic
situation forced many to abandon their handlooms for other sources of income, while others
joined the ranks of the unemployed. Bangladesh, which was once known for the high
quality of the fabric woven here, began to import cloth. This led to increased
unemployment and a growing trade deficit.

A recent survey by the handloom Board of Bangladesh had located 501,838 looms in the
countryside; of these as many as fifty percent of the looms are underutilised due to the lack
of working capital and competition from machine made products.

The Grameen Bank in a bid to reverse this worsening trend has commissioned over a

thousand weavers to weave checkered fabric on their handlooms with raw materials
provided by the Bank.

Named “Grameen Check” this hand-dyed, and hand-woven, light and comfortable material
comes in a variety of colour combinations ranging from pastels to vivid, bright shades and
is ideal for spring and summer wear for both men and women.

In an age of ecological concern weaving has the special merit of being one of the very few
industries not based on fossil fuel. Grameen Checks are made of pure cotton. This has an
additional appeal given the growing preferences of natural fibres worldwide.

In order to achieve its goal of promoting the handloom weavers the Bank has set up
“Grameen Uddog” a company which provides assistance in three major areas: working
capital, design expertise in upgrading and standardising the quality of the product, and
marketing support within the country and abroad.

To date, almost all the fabric used by the garment industry in Bangladesh is imported from
other countries. Grameen Bank has targeted this segment of the market and invested in
developing an attractive series of check and stripes that will attract international buyers.
The colour, thread count and construction of the cloth vary, and it is available in 72 x 60,

80x70, 60x60, by 40,30,20 counts of yarn. The fabric is 100% colourfast and shrinkage is
only 3%.

Particulars such as the colour, design, construction and thread count of the fabric are
determined by the buyer, and orders are generally filled within 60 days.

*This text is taken directly from Grameen Uddog Brochure “Grameen Check.”

Note: Over 50,000 of Grameen borrowing families are handloom weavers.



Immunization of children and mothers in Bangladesh

Among the leading causes of death of Bangladeshi children are six
diseases that are easily prevented by vaccination: tetanus, measles, polio,
whooping cough, diptheria, and tuberculosis. Mothers are equally at risk from
‘.l'l.’ dying of childbirth-related tetanus that could be prevented by vaccination. The

infant, child and maternal mortality rates in Bangladesh are among the highest in
the world.

Although the mortality rates are still high by world standards, significant progress has been
achieved in reducing infant mortality. Infant mortality decreased from 128 per thousand live births in
1987, to 90 per thousand by 1994. The National Immunization Program has contributed significantly
to the decline in infant mortality. The percentage of fully-vaccinated children under the age of one
year increased from 5 percent in 1988 to 60 percent today. Eighty percent of women of reproductive
age are now vaccinated against tetanus.

USAID began supporting Bangladesh's National Immunization Program in 1988. USAID
concentrates its support in urban areas, where 20 percent of the population resides, complimenting
the rural immunization program largely supported by UNICEF. USAID assistance, $1.98 million in
1995, is helping the government and non-governmental organizations increase the number of fixed
centers and outreach sites offering immunization services, particularly in urban slums. USAID has
also helped deliver tetanus toxoid immunizations to women garment workers and girls in high schools
and colleges. The program objective is to achieve an immunization rate of 85 percent of women and
children fully vaccinated, and put in place a sustainable management and service delivery system.



BANGLADESH: _DROP-IN AT BRAC SCHOOL

CONTEXT OF MEETING

There is a one-room elementary schoolhouse just as you
enter the trail-head on the walk to the family planning
village. Three dozen students aged 7 - 11 attend this school,
which is part of the non-formal Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee (BRAC) system. You will stop for a few minutes to
view the school, say hello to the children and teachers, and
urge the students to study hard and stay in school.

BRAC is the largest NGO in Bangladesh, operating in 55,000
of the country's 80,000 villages and benefiting more tLhan 1
million rural poor., BRAC emphasizes rural development,
non-formal education, and programg to help poor women. BRAC'S
success has prompted attacks on some of its projects by

fundamentalist elements. USAID provides funding to BRAC to
integrate family planning services into its regular programs

and to expand its fawmily life education program for women and
girls.

In 1985 BRAC initiated a non-formal primary education
program for eight-to-ten- L 01 ) i . The
objective was to develop a primary education model that could
provide basic literacy to pooy rural children, especially
girls, whc‘#_tmrgaﬂmd_hy_tha_schwmm. By 1991, the
program had expanded to 6,000 schools, serving ll- to l6-year
olds as well as younger chiTldren. Over 28,000 schools were
operating in 1994, serving 896,000 students.

YOUR OBJECTIVE

o Emphasize U.S. support for education, particularly for one
of the most successful educalion NGOs in Bangladesh,

TALKING POINTS

o Is it true thal. BRAC targets the education of girls because
they have fewer opportunities than boys in other schools?
What percentage of the pupils in BRAC schools are girls?

0 Are students in this village better off educationally then
they were five years ago?

0 Please thank the students for allowing me to drop in to see
their school. Tell them to study hard and stay in school.

0 I am pleased to announce the donation of a computer to
enable the BRAC field office to continue supporting rural
schools like this.



BANGLADESH: _DROP-IN AT BRAC . SCHOOL

CONTEXT OF MEETING

There is a one-room elementary schoolhouse just as you
enter the trail-head on the walk to the family planning
village. Three dozen students aged 7 ~ 1l attend this school,
which is part of the non-formal Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee (BRAC) system. You will stop for a few minutes to
view the school, say hello to the children and teachers, and
urge the students to study hard and stay in school.

BRAC is the largest NGO in Bangladesh, operating in §5
of the country's 80,000 villages and benefiting more than 1
million rural poor. BRAC emphasizes rural development,
non-formal education, and pregrams to help poor women. BRAC's
success has prompted attacks on some of its projects by

fundamentalist elements. USAID provides funding to BRAC to
integrate family planning services into its reqular programs

and to expand its family life education program for women and
girls.

In 1985 BRAC initiated a non-formal primary education
program for eight-to-ten-vear olds in 22 villages. The
objective was to develop a primary education model that could
provide basic literacy to poor rural children, especially
girls, whowmmmﬁum. By 1991, the
program had expanded to 6,000 schools, seyving l11- to l6-year
olds as well as younger children. Over 28,000 schools were
operating in 1994, serving 896,000 students.

YOUR OBJECTIVE

o) Emphasize U.S. support for education, particularly for one
of the most successful education NGOs in Bangladesh,

TALKING POINTS

0 Is it true thal BRAC targets the education of girls because
they have fewer opportunities than boys in other schools?
What percent:age of the pupils in BRAC schools are girls?

0 Are students in this village better off educationally then
they were five years ago?

0 Please thank the students for allowing me to drop in to see
their schoel. Tell them to study hard and stay in school.

o) I am pleased to announce the donation of a computer to
enable the BRAC field office to continue supporting rural
schools like this.



BANGLADESH: DROP-IN AT BRAC SCHCOL

CONTEXT OF MEETING

There is a one~room elementary schoolhouse Jjust as you
enter the trail-head on the walk to the family planning
village. Three dozen students aged 7 - 11 at“end this school,
which is part of the non—-formal Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee (BRAC) system. You will stop for a few minutes to
view the school, say hello to the children and teachers, and
urge the students to study hard and stay in school,

BRAC is the largest NGO in Bangladesh, operating in 55,000
of the country's 80,000 villages and benefiting more than 1
million rural poor. BRAC emphasizes rural development,
non~formal education, and programs to help poor women. BRAC's
success has prompted attacks on some of its projects by
fundamentalist elements. USAID provides funding to BRAC to
integrate family planning services into its regular programs
and to expand its family life education procgram for women and
girls.

In 1985 BRAC initiated a non-formal primary education
program for eight-to-ten-year olds in 22 villages. The
objective was to develop a primary education model that coula
provide basic literacy to poor rural children, especially
girls, who were unreached by the school system. By 1991, the
program had expanded to 6,000 schools, serving 11- to l6-year
olds as well as younger children, Over 28,000 schools were
cperating in 1994, serving 896,000 students.

YOUR OBJECTIVE

o] Emphasize U.S. support for education, particularly for one
of the most successful education NGOs in Bangladesh.

TALKING POINTS

o Is it true that BRAC targets the education of girls because
they have fewer opportunities than boys in other schools?
What percentage of the pupils in BRAC schools are girls?

o Are students in this village better off educationally then
they were five years ago?

(o} Please thank the students for allowing me to drop in to see
their school. Tell them to study hard and stay in school.

o I am pleased to announce the donation of a computer to
enable the BRAC field office to continue supporting rural
schools like this,



FROM : BCT ASSOCIATES PHONE NO. : 415 424 1605

POTENTIAL TALKING POINTS
FOR: First Lady Hilary Rodham-Clinton
WITH: Rangladesh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
SOURCE.  Culelte Chabbott
DATE: 23 March 1995

SUBJECT:  Girls' Education and Government/NGO Partncrships

BACKGROUND: I'he Bangladcsh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC currently operates
more than 30,000 one-room schools, each covering the equivalent of the farmal first through
third grade courriculum in three-years, OF the more than 1 million children currently enrolled in
these schools, more than 709 arc girls, age 8 and above, who bave never enrolled or who have
dropped out of forinul government schools. In 1993, the Government of Bangladesh ((GOB)
began financing 900 of these BRAC schools as part of its General [iducation Project. The (GOB
officer in charge of this project is pleased with BRAC's performance.

[SSUL #1:

‘The GOD's partncrship with BRAC and other NGOs and its emphasis on girls' education was
initially donor-driven. 'Uhere 1s concemn that the GOB's interest in these issucs al senior levels
may quickly wane.

TALKING PQINT:  The Prime Minister should be commended [o1 her govemment's success

in furying aintai i ative grships with non-governmental
organizations hke BRAC that have helped the government mect its targets

for getting more girls into school.

ISSUE #42;
To datc, the GOB has accepted most of BRAC's graduates into its formal schools at [ourth grade

or above. As the number of BRAC and other NGO graduates increases, the capacity of the
formal government schools to absorb them may become strained.

TALKING POINT:  The government should he commended lor finding room for over $0% off
DRAC's graduates in Cluys TV and V in government schouls. 1he
government should be encouraged 10 continuc working with NGOs to
ensure that as many pirls as pogsible from the NGO schaols continue in

oV ent achool svstem, or, altermatively, L help the NGO Is

develop formal primary school cquivalenvy .

Page2of 3
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ISSUL 73;

In 1993-94, Islamic extremists mobilized discontent against BRAC through pamphlets, specches,
and newspapers. The extremists claimed BRAC was a Christiun organization, that it taught
Christianity and disrespeet for lalam, and that it was misleading and/or abusing girls and women.
To the contraay, while BRAC reccives most of ils funding from historically Christian countries,
it also receives funding trom the GOB, most of BRAC's staff arc Muslim, and Christianity is not
taught in BRAC schools. False accusations, ncvertheless, resulted in the burning of 55 schools
and the closing of 66 schools. Another 1547 schools lost at least a third of their enrollment,
BRAC handled the incidents on a casc-by-case basis, incieusing contact with elites and the local
government, and succeeded in winning over much of the opposition. While the GOB cannot
afford to say anything negative ubout any group that calls itself "Islamic” (scc background report,
“Istam and Girls' Education in South Asia"), it may make positive statements about any
orpanization and it may condemn unjust accusations. During the 1993-94 uuubles, however, the
central government did not say or do anything vn BRAC's behalf.

TATKING POINT:  Ask the Prime Minister about the government's experjgnce with BRAC
and other NGO schools. The PM should be encouraged to take posilive
teps to counter false accusations which may negatively affect gisls'
mdangc at either govermnent or NGO schools,

Papge3of 3



USAID USAID in Bangladesh

In the 1970s, Bangladesh was considered by many to be a basket case --

a country with continuous famine, grinding poverty, prone to natural disasters, and
totally dependent on outside support for its very survival. Today, while Bangladesh
\ .l'l.’ is still an extremely poor country, it has succeeded in increasing food production,

reducing fertility, managing relief efforts after natural disasters, and empowering its

citizens to participate politically, and in the marketplace. Bangladesh is an
example of what targeted development assistance, sustained over time, can achieve when the
recipient country is committed to helping itself. USAID is credited with important achievements in
family planning, food production, fertilizer distribution, -rural electrification, microenterprise and
disaster preparedness.

Reducing fertility rates

USAID has been the lead donor providing aid to Bangladesh's national family planning
program. In 1875, only 8 percent of Bangladeshi couples were using contraceptive methods. Today,
45 percent use contraceptive methods to limit the size of their families. With the rise in contraceptive
use, the total fertility rate dropped from 5.6 children in 1987, to 3.9 children in 1994. At this fertility
rate, the population will double in 35 years.

Bangladesh aims to bring the fertility rate down further to 2.2 children per couple by the year
2005, but the program faces many challenges. These challenges include reaching segments of the
population who do not have access to or do not use family planning services that are available.
USAID works with the Government of Bangladesh and 115 non-governmental organizations to
expand access to family planning information and services, and to improve the quality of family
planning services. (328 million in FY 1995). '

Improving the health status of women and children

Infant mortality declined in the past decade, from 128 per thousand live births to 90, but
levels still remain high. Approximately nine percent of children born in Bangladesh do not live to their
first birthday, and 13 percent do not survive to their fifth birthday.

USAID supports expansion of maternal and child health services, and in 1988, began
assisting the national immunization program in urban areas. Vaccination rates of children under the
age of one year increased from five percent in 1988 to 60 percent today. Eighty percent of women
of reproductive age are now vaccinated against tetanus, a major cause of maternal and child deaths
from childbirth. USAID has also helped increase the use of oral rehydration salts for the treatment of
diarrheal disease, a leading cause of infant and child mortality. A new initiative in 1995 addresses
the need for information and related services concerning HIV/AIDS.

Increasing food security of the poor

In 1975, approximately 80 percent of Bangladesh's population was below the poverty line.
Although substantial progress has been made in reducing poverty, about half the population of
Bangladesh today consumes less than 2122 calories per day. USAID helped bring the "Green
Revolution" to Bangladesh, by introducing high-yield grain varieties and reforming markets for



USAID developed 60,000 kilometers of rural roads, and brought electricity to 10 percent of
the rural population. USAID demonstration activities have taught more than 75,000 women how to
produce a variety of vegetable crops and fish at low cost to improve the nutritional status and
incomes of their families, as well as improving banking, credit and business services to help the poor
engage in non-agricultural, income-generating activities. As aresult of demonstrations of these
techniques, organized with the primary participants, the benefits of USAID's investment in these
areas are being multiplied many times over among Bangladeshi women and their households.

USAID is also assisting the Government in reforming and modernizing the banking system to
increase its contribution to growth. USAID is helping the Ministry of Industries to address policies
constraining the emergence of a vibrant private sector. Both initiatives will create opportunities for
increased domestic and foreign investment promoting employment. PL480 programs have also
opened wheat markets for U.S. commercial exports, which now amount to $50 million annually.

USAID is now encouraging agribusiness and good environmental practices to bring higher
incomes for more than half a million farmers. USAID is further expanding the rural road and
electricity system to facilitate access to markets and services. Policy assistance is also envisaged in
the banking, food, agriculture, and industrial sectors. USAID’s food aid programs have helped the
government to target those most in need, as well as provide funding for government programs in
education, health and family planning. USAID will provide $9 million in development funding and $20
million in food aid for these activities in FY 1995.

Democracy

The current administration in Bangladesh was democratically elected in 1991, under elections
that were considered to be free and fair by international observers. In preparation for the next
elections, USAID is providing support for the Election Commission, non-partisan and independent
election monitors, and Parliament. USAID is also helping strengthen legal rights for women, and
reducing child labor in the garment industry. USAID will contribute approximately $2.5 million to
these activities in FY 1995.
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DATE: MARCH 27, 1995

FOR: MAGGIE WILLIAMS, WHITE NOUSE STAFF 1 .;Z>?¢LAA>C;/1
FROM: AMBASSADOR DAVID N, MERRILL, U.S. :msnssfzgéizk.' |

BANGLADESH

SUBJECT: PROPOSED CHILD LABOR AGREENENT

Attached is the near-final: dvaft of the chilc lJbor agreement,
Dave Van Note suggested I fax ic to you at this peint. I am
Pleased to report LnRat we are very close to having all the
dstadls woerked out ir time for HRC's visit (thoygh, as explained
kalow, no commitments about whethexr Mrs. Clintez will endorse it
have been made). The Bangladesnh Garment Manufactuzers’
Asgociation (BGMEA) hag agreed to convene a special general
masting on April 1lst &g tgat ite members can vote to approve the
attached agreement. : '
We have promisad the BGMEA nothing regarding Mry. Clinton’s
participation ir any signing ceremony or endorschnt of the
agreemant. At the same time, though, her viait|is acting as a
great spur to the BGMEA to sign this agreemant in the hepes that
ehe might ba able to do something. !

i |
Therefore, we are faxing you the agreement for yycur review and to
provide an opportunity for you to conpult people a3 needed to
determine that this iz in fact something for tha First Lady to
aggociate hargelf with, as we believe, You might wans Lo conault
Jeff Samet, Deputy Awsociate Under Sascyetary for International
Labor Affairs at Labor, and a political appeinfes, in additionite
your olhexr contacte. '

We believe this is an excellent program that will set the pace in
South Asia. It goes beyond any anti-child labor efforts in South
Agia,.so fuz, because it net on{y phases out child laber in the
garment factories, bhut aiso provides sducation| for the children.
If they are old enough (12 or 13 years old), the children can
study and work part-time while receiving their| full tine wages
(such work-study for thesa ages in developing toutnyries is
permitited under ILC Convention 138.) This program should have
much less adverse affacto on the children than abrupt terminatien




from the factories, which is what the BGMEA firgt proposed. It
alac sets up an independent privace monitoring &gency, "1 Go to
School", to be funded by the industry and run ﬁy an outside
Exacuzive Dirsetor, to enaure that the factories stay [free of
child labor, through surprise random inspectiorns. UNICEF and
AAFLI (Lle iveal &aXw wf zhe ADTL-CIO) will hawvae |sho determiniag
vares on the Boaxd of this agency.

It thig fite with Mrs. Clinton’s awywuda, which|it sure appears to
fxom hevre, we NMope rthar v will na poazibdla fox Mye., Clin=en to
be present at the signature of the agreement, which could e
right at hay hotel @r acxoss the stxéet at DBGMEA headquarters.

We have also attached a draft gcene setter and/talking points to
usa if Mra. Clintor agrees to be present at the signing. Please
lel wy know youy thoughts. Thank you very mush and best regards.




AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH SCHOOL-E-JAI ({“I GO

An Organization to Impiaman£ A Program to Prowv
Working Children

and to Achieve the Phased Zlimination of Child

Bangladesh Garment Industry
STATEMENT OF PURFOSE

1. The goals of this Agresment are|

--sliminating child laber ih Bangladeash garment

phased program beginning no@ and ending July 1,

--preventing any new employment of childrem in
garment facteriesg, beginning now;

--providing education fcr child workezs in tha
garment gecter;

¢
i
]

i
T[
ide

SCHoOCL”)
Education to

Labhar in the

Factories with a
#97:

BLngladesh

i

Bangladesh

«~verifying in a prcfnaaioéal manner the implemqntation of the

program;

--implementing the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturé

Association (BGMEA)'s axtra-ordinary yesolution
1394 (Annex A); and

--enabling the BGMEA, nnrcggh its participation

to promote the general wel‘are ¢of the Bangladesh

induetzy,

rs and Exportars
dated July 23,

in the program,
garment

2. This Agreement is consistent with and in fuLtharanco of the
Memorandum of Undeystanding bstween the Bangladeish Government's
Ministry of Labour and Manpower and the iInternational Labor

Oorganization, which sats forth a framework for
undertaken in the ILO's International Programme
Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC),

Bangladesh Govarnment's Ministry of Education.

3.
children from BGMEA member factories is July 1,
to ensure the absenca of child laboer in subocont}
tha BGMEA undartaxea to ensurs that its membeXxs

_ and the Mastg
Operations of the United Nations ¢hildren's Fund

ativivies
for the
ar Plan of

(UNTCRF) and the

The target data for aiimina:ing entirely from employment all

15987, 1In order
racting factories,
subcontract only

with other BGMBEA factories. 'The Verification P

yogram agrsad €O




dn Daxs ¥V pbolew 4o intanded to ermauie tle sboeiive Sf GRLLIQ LaDOY
in BGMEA f{actories, except as provided for in tnls Agraement.
Tha Vavifimarian Duwaswnm will ales anabls Smpprbewsad Qunn
andorsers of this Agreemens o Te in a pasi-iznh o support the
cverall progranm,

el s 0

4. For the purposes ¢f thia Agreement, any pérsen below the age
of fourteen years is considered a child, T¢ bégin che phased
procoos of sliminsting enaild lakoxr in BOMEA gaim=»L Lastue lew,
the BGMEA undertakes, as of the date this Agreémenc is signed, to
havaea made it & resquiremen:t of BGMEA merbership|that no person
under age 14 will be recruited for employment ir BGMEA member
tactoriaes, Tne 3GMEA furcther undertakes to maze it a requixement
of BGMEA membership that within 30 days of the|signing of thia
Agreement n¢ parscn under age 14 shall continu? t¢ be srployed in
membex facteries exdept as described in Parvs iI1 and IV of this
Agreement, asd no parson under age 14 currencl} enpaoysd in BGMEA
membey factories will e shifted to a subconiracser or non+EGMEA
garmant fasgyory. The EGMEA also undarcakea 2o (make available for
inaluRrinn ¢r rha Survay dascrihed 4in Tarc I and includion in the
Education PFrogrars described in parcs II through IV, any empioyee
in a BGMEA factory as of April 1, 1995 who is yndsr age 14, to
the maximum extent practicabla., The BGMEA repfesents that only
SGMEA mambhara are anheantrarrAara £ar othey 3GMEA mombers in the
assembly, finishing, and packing for shipment of garments,

S. This Agreement sats out three main activigies to establian
and implement the Schoeol-e-Jai Program: ’

1) Conducting a surveyfof all children working in the garment
industxy to provide baselina data foxr program {mplementation;

-a

2) Providing education for cthese ehildeedl) and

3) Verifying the partiess' implementation of the Agreement to
achieva {tg purpcosan, a.a. rha gaala ararad in|pavagraph 1 akovae,
and incarnational markecing for the induscry's|manufacturers and
exportaxs based en their compliance with thi greement .

Paxus ¢ Lhrough ¥ of tnis Agreement provide details on these
thres activities, g

IMPLENMSINTATION &TNUATUNRD




€, The survey, or rapid assessment ¢f all chijdren working in
Bangladesh garment faciories (Fart I) will be cédnducted by a
survey teain chesen by the Bcard. Financial suppearr for cha
survey will PBe provided by UNICEF. The Asian-American Frae Labor
Inatitute (AAFLI] oy cha Iasernaticnal Labor ¢rganization (ILQ)

may provide further support upen their agreament.

The Educa:s Lon'Prcgzam:(Pérta 17

T through IVY will be
implemented by Gono $hahajdo Sangstha (GSS) and|the
Underprivilegad Childrentz Bducation Programne (UCEP), and

supervised by tha Board of Directors of Schocl-4-Jai described in
paragraphs & and 9 below, :‘Finan¢ial support fox the Education
Program will be provided by 3GMEA, UNICEF, ILC, |and AAFLI. The
donere wall contribute specific amounts detailed in Annex 3.
Afcax the first year, ouppcert foy the schoois willl be axranged by
the Board, ugh the 3o0ard members and orher ZJooperating
cryanigaciaons, :

Lhva gqo

8. The implementation of the Agresement will ba aczomplishad by
a privata organization, to be established and regigtered as an
independent legal ertity under the nama "School-e-Jai" (I Go To
School) . School-e-Jai will be governed by a Boayd of Direcsers
(hereinafter called "the Board") composad initiallly of BGMEA,
AAFLI, and UNICEF. These oyganizations will seek to identify two
additional Board member organizations that can cpntribute to the
succesa of the program, Organizations may be adfed to the Beoard
if approved by a unanimous decimion of the exigting Board's
merbers. The Board will keep Bangladesh Govarnmant officials
fully informed of lts actions, and will invite Government
representativea to Board meatings rto observe and;advise.

-

§., The rasponsibilities of the Board ars to chbona an Execusd
Diractor of School-e-Jal, to try to resdlve aay d‘uputea oz
proplema that may arise cdue tc¢ the activities of|the Verification
Teams deseribed in Part V, including saking steps to ensure the
partiaa’ implementation of this Agreement; and to respond Lo
inquiries én the ovarall chi{ld labor eradic¢ation|program and
program compliance, Financial suppeort for Sehool-e-Jai will be
provided Py 11O, ARFLI, and:BGMEA for the first year after the
Agreesment i{s signed. (Amouncs to be added here, To ensuxe

sugtainability of School-¢-Jai, beginning ona ye
signing date of thig Agreement, School-e-Jai's ac

r after tha
stivities will bhe




|
1
|
i

completely supported by the EGMEA throucgh graita to Schooli-e¢-Jai,
The SGMEA agrees to raise thege Iunds 2y assedsing a fee from all
BGMEA memeers. .

PART I: GEURYEY PHASX

10, Inmediately aftex the signatura of this |Agreerent, the
dcard will begin procedures to chouse 3 team |for a rapid
assessrent of the number:ol underage workers in the Banglacdesh
garment industry Go permit immediate planning |[for the Education
Frogram. The Board will select 2he team (tha |"Survey Tesam") no
later than 30 days after sigrature of the Agreement. The Board,
along with the 110, will rjo;ncly provide training to the Burvey
Team's personnel., .

11, Ea¢h 3CMEA faczoryiwill submit to the BGMRA sscretarias as
scor. as pomsaible, but no later than 3¢ days afzar ~ha date of the
s8igning of this Agreement, a list of names, addresses, and ages
of children (below age 14) working in each factory as ¢f April i,
1995. ®2ach BGMEA fagtoxy will also submit to the BGMEA
pacretariat no latar than 30 dayes after signature of this
Agreement a ligc of all i 8 currant subcontracting factories on
April 1, 188S. r

12, Immediacely after the Survey Teawm is chosan, the BGMEA
gecratariac will announcé the Survey Team to iks membership,
¢irculating & photocopy of the identification padgaa that tha
Survey Team personnel will wear when cthay vigit garment factorles
fox the survey, Upon receipt fxrom BGMEA membe;s. the BAMEA
sscratariat will provide the factories' lists of their child
workers, and tha list of factaries as raguired| by paragraph 11,
tc the Board which will coordinate with the survey Team,

13 The Survey Team's factovy visits ghall bekunannouncad t® tha
facgoried beforehand, and the grdar of the visics will be decided
joinzly by the Team's personnal on the day the|visit takes place,
using a random process. The Survey Team will visit during
working houxs and will make an effort to avoid|causing digxupticn
to the factories' production pyocess and werk flow,

14. Using each !actory‘? 1iat of underage werkers, the Suzvey
Team will icdentify all ¢hildren working in the| factery, and
daveloy an updated liac oﬁ cheir names, addreases, and agas. If




any BOMEA memberz factory has nct submitced a ligt of its underage
workers . zo the BAMEZA sacratariat (or the BGMEA secrectariat to the
Board) within 30 days of the signatura of this Agreemant, the
Surxvey Team may vigit that fav.ory te compille ites own List of
child workera,

—y

15. The Survey Team will use ag firot evidince of a worker's
age any reliable birth documentation the worker may possess. In
the absence of reliable birth documentation,|the method for
deternmining each worker's age will be based bn the information
from the worker's family members, and on the|judgment of the
Survey Team's personnell visiting the factory| In case of
disagreemen- on an 2¢e estimate, an exper: opinion of a qualified
doctar ratained by the Board wiil be obrained and his/her cpinicen
in thig respect will be’final.

16. Thne children who have 2een identified will be divided in:
two group8: Gthose pbelow age 12 and these aged 12 and 13. The
Survey Team will provide to each factory owndr no later than July
1, 1985 an upcdatad list of the names, addresiet, and ages of
svery child working &n that factory. Tha Survay Team will alaso
provide the ligts cf children in BGMEA membex] factories am scof
as possidhle, but not Later than July 1, 1965,| to the Board for
tha purpéeses of setuing up the Education Program.

PART II: ADUCATION PROGRAX 1

17. From the time this Agreement is signed and continuing until
July 1, 19985 according to the scheduls in Annex B, Gono Shahajjie
Sangatha (GSS) and the Underprivilegad Childxen'e Bducation
Programme (UCEP) will set up schoels for the education of child
workexrs identified in the Survey Phrase under Part I above., These
steps will irclude, bus not Bbe limited to, site procurement,
teachar identification and training, provision of materials, and
design of curriculum., Details ¢f funding.and|implemantation for
the Education Prograwm are in Annex B,

PART IIX: EDUCATION FOR'CHILDREN UNDER AGE 13

18, Every child under aga 12 who has haen identified by tha
Survay Team will be placed in an aeducation prdgram of two and a
ralf to three hours par day set up under Lhe 4ducttion Program
under Part II as soon as it 4is available in the area where the




child lives, but net later than July 1,'j§ss. Education programs
for children under 12 years will have firkc priority, When a
child undex 12 beying an education progranm, he or she will step
all work atc the garment factery. A raascnable affort will be
made by Che factory ¢éncerned ic replace a terminated shild
worker with a qualified adult memzar of tha child's fanily, if
pessible. The Board will make recommendatiions regurding what, if
any, furcther provision# for these children's walfare can be made;
UCEP, GSS and donors:te the Rducacieon Program will considex
whethexr and how to implement these racommendations., wWhen these
children attaln lagal werking age, if theyl choose %o shift from
education to employment in the garment indhatry, they wiill ba
given kiring presference by their former employer, provided thay
remained in the Sducaricn Proqran.

PART IV: TRANSITIONAL WORK-STUDY PROGRAM ¥OR CHILDREN 12 AND 13
YEARS OP AGE 3

19, Immediately aftey the sighature of thiq Agreemen:, the
BGMEA will ensure that avery child worksy ibad 12 and 13 will be
reassigned by management ©f BGMEA factories|te lighu work in the
facrory, consistent with the principles of tha IPEC progranm
refexenced in paragraph 2 and guided oy Article 7 of INO
Convention 138, This will also be in furtherance of the’
appropriate articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Chrild (see Annex C),

20, Every child aged 12 or 13 whe has baaA identified by the
Suzrvey Team will be placed in an education lrogram of two and a
half to three hours per day sat up under thel Educatien Program as
soon as such a program is available in the arca where the child
lives, but ot later than July 1, 1985,

21, when a currently smployed child aged 12 or 13 begins an
education program, he or she shall werk no more than six hours
per day doing light work in the factery, andishall attend the
Education Progrum at leaat two and one half hours pex day. Each
child participacing in the werk-study program will receive his Or
her full wages. Once a.child participant in (the transicional
work-study program has reached age 14, if he/she hae remained in
the aducatien program, the factory will provide the child with
full-time employment, if he/she so wiahes.




SART Vi VERIFICATION PROGRAM

22. Immediataly after the signature of chis Agreament, the
Board of School-e-Jal will meet and i{dencify a |member
organization or individual te se:rve as “Acting |Executive
Directoxr’ until appointment of an Exacutive Dixector af School-e-
Jai. Decisions of the Board will be taken on tha basis of a
majcrity vote of its members, except for the choice of an
Executive Divector, which will ba a unanimous Here. A quorum for
any Beard meeting will be:a majority of the Boqrd's membera,

23, The Acting Executive Cirector will be responaible fcr
gerving as & point of contmer for the ges-up of] $¢hool-e-Jal, and
appiying for registraticn ¢f School-e-Jal as a privace
organizatian. Within 65 days of signing theé Agreement, the
Atting Executive Directoxr ‘shall draft, and the Board shall
approve, with any amendments it deems necessary, by-laws for
School-e-Jai's opera:ionné These will include,| in additioen te
specific provisions to implemant the Board's functions undar this
Agraement, a schedule of meetings of the Board and a cemmitment
to raview the progress of the program. Within F0 days of
applying for regilatration, the Roard will unanimously choose an
Executive Director, who will manage and implement the
verificasion agpects of this Agreament. The Exgoutive Director
will contract with or directly hire suitable personnel to verify
compliance with the tarms of this Agreement in factoriea and
schoocls, subject to the approval of the Board. |Pexsonnel ..
carrying out the varificatior funotions of 8Schopl-e-Jal are
hereinafter called the Verif*ca:ion Teams,

24, Tha verificatien Program covara the entire program for
phasad elimination of child lahor from the Bangladesh garment
sector under this Agreement, ineluding ths schopls set up under
the Education Program. Working undex the supesylasion of ths
Exacutive Dixestor, the Verification Teamsa' primary means of
verifying complian¢e will be site visite to aam¥i membaxr
factories and to the schocls oparating under this Agresment,
These #ite visita will ba carriaed out in yandom; unannounced
ordeay unknown to the factories, schools and other interested
parties, and to the VYarification Teams' mambera|themsslves uncil
the day ¢£ the site visits.




A

25, Verification Team members will wear phogo identification
cadges, photocopies of which shall be circulaged to all BGMIA
manker facteries and alll Fducation Frogram schoeels prior to the
firat site vipit By the yerif cation Team membars. '

26, The Vexificalicn Teams will make every giforct to avoid
disruption %o the factoriea' production proceds and work flow,
and to the achools'! antivitias. The BGMBA undertakes to ensure
that che factories allew the Verification Teama unimpeded access
to the factories during working hours on an urannounced and not
previously revealed basls. The Verification Teams will try to
ensure that noe underage worker ig working in ZGMEA factoriss
axcept undey conditions sutlined in parzs IIIland IV of thie
Agreexent, that the BGMEA has corpleted the undertakings
specified in paragraph ¢, and tnat the 3GMEA factories are
otherwisa in compliance with the terms of thig Agreement,

27. Discrepanc¢ies from the tgrmo and epirit ([of this Agreement
found during site visits, or refusal by a facfory to allow a
complete gite visic, will be reported to the Executive Dirvector,
the Board and the factory cwner, who will have seven days to
correct che problem. After tha seven days, the Verification Tean
will report 2o the Executive Direc¢teor and the (Board on
conpliance. 1If compliance ig not achieved, the Board and/or its
mamper organizations may taks any necassary steps to achieve
compliance.

28, Information gathcrad by tha Verificasion Teams will be uaed
solely to achleve compliance with this Agreemant and to further
the international marketing intsrests of the Rangladesh garmant
industry, and will not be used for any other purpose.

29. 1If 3CMEA and its members adhare to the ynderstanding in
paragraph 4, and otharwige codcperate and comply with the terms of
this Agreement, incl: ding taking appsopriate qgteps to coxrect
violations, then the Board mambers will {(ssue|a public statemenc
to be distributed to concerned groups including, but rot limited
te, coénsumaxr organizations, garment Buyoras, and zecailers in
major expert markets. The statemant will explain and endorse the
program, emphasizing that BGMEA membaer factories are complying
with a comprehensive plan for a phased elimination ¢f child laborx
in two years from the data the esducation programs ayre fully




implemenced,
themgelves avallable to respond to questicas fr
the media, or any concerned authorities to prov

Tne Board's membey oxganizatiorns'&ill also make

om garment buyers,
ide informatisn

regarding the BGMEA's cconmpliance with the program in ordar to

achieve positive publicity for the Schecol-a-Jai

30, This Agreement :huli_take effect immediac

Program,

aly, Any

additional provisions recessary to complete this Agreement,

in¢luding financial details, or changes %o the
necegsgary for {te implementation, must be appro
described in paragraphs 7 through 9.

igned in Dhaka this

Agreement
ved by the Board

1295:

!

_th day of

The undersigned BGMEA represents that at an §
General meeting held cn April 1, 1395, its Gene
approved BGMEA'§ participation in the School-e-
dascribed in the above Agreement. BGMEA agrees
Board of School-e-~Jai and te oomply with the te
Agreement,

Por the BGMEA

—y——

xtraordinarcy
ral Memberg

Cal Program

tc sérva on the
yma of this




@ ue mman

The undersigned parcies welcome BGMEA's Agraemant to establish
the Boazd of

the Scheol-e-Jal pregranm,
School-e-Jai.

‘and agree to serve on

Foy AAFLI

For UNICEF




Acnex A: Text ef BOMEA axtra-crdinary rescliutien of July 23,

1994, BGMEA LO provide,

Arzex B: plan for the pfoviaion of primary education for
displaced undar-aga workers, and participants ip tioe transitional

work-study programs. UNICEF, G8§ and UCE? are

drafting this.




ANNEX Q

A ]

Text of ralevant articles of the UN Conventidn on the Rights of

the Child:

Article 3;

1. In all actions concerning children, whet

hér undartaken by

punlic or private social welfare dngtitutiong, courts af law,

administrative authorities or legislative bod
interescs of che child shall be a primary cor

2. States Parties undertake to ensure the g
and ¢are as is necessary for hig or her welld
account the rights apnd duties of his or ner
guardians, cr othey individuals legally respq
her, and, to this end, shall take all approp:
administracive measures,

ies, the best
sideracien.
hild such protection
baing, taking into
arents, lecal

nsible f&r him or
iate legislative and

3., States Parties shall ensgure cthat tha in

tituticns, garxrvicas

and faciiizies responsible for the care or proteccion ¢f ¢hildren

shall conform with the standarda establisghed
authorities, particularly in the areaa of saf
number and suitability of cheir ecaff, as wel
supervision.

Article 28:

by compesent
ety, health, in the
1 as compatent

1. States Parties recognize tha right of the child te

education, and with a view to achilaving this

right progressively

and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in partisular:

ally :
b) Encourage the development of different

a) Make primary education compulsory and javailable free to

forma of secondary

education, ingluding géneral and vecacicnal education, make them

available and accegsible to evary child, and

taks appropriate

measurea guch as the introduction of free education and offering

financis)l ageistance inm case of nead;

¢) Make higher education accessible to all on the basis of

capacity by eveyy appropriats means;

/




s

L oL the presant article and to the reguiremencs| that the
education given in such institwtions shall confdkm to such
minimum gtandards as may be laid down by the Starze,

Article 32,

1. Stateg Partias reccgnize the right of tha ¢rild to be
protacted from economic expleitation and from pearforming any work
trhat lu likely 2o be hazardous or te interfere with the child's
education, ¢r ko be harmful to the child's health or physical,
mental, spiritual, moral or social devalopmant.

2., Staces Parties shall take legislative, administrative,
social and educational msasures co ensura tha implemenzation of
the present article, 7To this end, and hraving regard t the
relavant provisions ¢f other intarnaczional instiuments, States
Parties shall in particular:

a) Provide £or a minimum age or minimum agag fox admiseion to
employmens; 3

b) Provide for appropriate regulation of thé¢ hours and
conditions of employment; -

a) Provida for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to
engure the effective enforcemen: ©f the present article.




Note:

5 Lsfhoped by the parties that at the
Rigning ceremony there could algo be a geparate

statement of Support fox tha agreemens by
Teprescntacives of ILO, the U.5.G., and the two
loca Ngos implemeanting the s¢hools,

=




SANGLADESH: SIGNING CEREMONY FCR AN ANTI-CHI

CONTEXT CPP MEETING

You will wicness the signazure of an agres
progran for the ghaeed (ever a 2-year pariod) ¢
child labor in Bangladeahés garmenz industxy.

baen a great incentive foxr the
Agreaemarnt, walca NAA pean 'Unoey nagotlduLitil LU

Participants in the program are the Bangladesh
Manufadsurara and Zxportara Aasnatiation (BGMEA)
Amawi amen Puaa Takhav Thnarirnea (BARTTY, MNTORS,

education NGOa. The U.8. Embassy has also bearn
as a facilitacor of the nagotiations., Funding

will he nravidad by RGMEA, UNICEF. AAFLI. the I
Crganization mnd, thyough ILO, 7he M8 Aavarnman

The program wiil e Xun by a new organizat
("2 Ge To Scheol" i the Bangla language). Fiy
will survey tha factories. o determine the nump
workers {n the sactor, to ensure that ne new ci

reoruited, and that the program L§ woerking as j

garment induatry

.2 LABCR PROGRAM

o

ment satting up a
liminasion of
Yeuxr viais has

to corclude thia
sEvVELAL Wilulie,
Garment

, .the Asian-

ianAd " Anal

heavily involved
for the program

n-exnational Laboy
" .

‘{an, Schanl-a-Jai
=. Schoel-e-Jai
ey of child

ildren are

tanned. School-m-

cal will also supervige scheols to be se:z up by
the children’s education.. If a ehild worker 4
she will g6 to schanl hut 1nsa Mis/her jon, an
% T pizce a family memher in rhe ~rhild/a Ja
family’s income. Children 12 and 13 yeare old
parc-time and do light work part-time (6 hours
a:udI progzams £or 12-13 yeays old in develeopd
%

permisted undexr ILO conventions.

The United 3tates la Bangladesh’s bilggast
garments (nearly lmlf i psroduction), and BGM
concluding this agreemant L
boycotts and anti-child lakor laws such as ¢
Bill. The BGMEA‘s oxiginal plan was simply
children from employment abruptly and
themaelvas, but due to tha intexvensions of

14t them| fa

lecal NGOs for
under 1¢, he oz
Scneod-e-val will
re madntain the

will go to achool
day) ; such work-
g countries arc

market fox
's motive for

B LU pawlbwel liw malkecs £from consumas::

proposed Harkin

to| carminate all

nd for
¥ ehild welfare

advocates, this progyvam was designed with ics gducation and work-

study components. We hope those components
suddenly losing theix jobg, at the zame tima a

underagad worxers out of amployment and into ¢
YOUR OBJECTIVES '
° ghow our support for a unique grogzam Lo
labor in Bangladesh‘s garment industry,

provide education and work-study opportur

affacraed children. and monizeoxr the factoy
they remain free of’child labor.

he
"
_ will mitigate o
prevant the adverse effacts on the childran‘’s

andllgs Of
it moveg

choel,

aradicata ghild

T
ities o the
iap o enaura that

program will




TALKING POINTS L

™

Q
Bangladesh enforce its : own existing 1

=]

YRAnk you oy Anvitinge me nere LCAay O wllliwds Lle mluyniiy
of a remarxable agreemant intended tc slimirate child-lakor
in Bangladesh’s garmant factories over a tuo-year period and
pus mlfsaned ohildvan im anlanl .. rha Aivasrisaw 18 fyAm
Fhe airring room to the claasroom.

I congratulate the BGMEA, UNICEF, AAFLI, and all

crgan.zationa involved in designing this program on their
cffoxtp to provide sducation and wark-study apparrunirian
for the affected children,

The agreement Zreaces:a apacial independen
called "I Go to School" to survey the chii
industyy, put them in: NGO suppertad school
that the industyy remains frae of child la
indapandant =an{raring avacam is vizal to
retailers tha assurance they need that gar
¢hild labor. ;

. OXgaAnRAtion

ren in ths

, and monitoy
Or. Such an

ive ©U.8.

ants aAre free of

I nota with interest that thia prograrm alsc helps

ws on child labox.

m in a country

8 is only &

abor proklem is
families will have

Of course, child lapor i a complex propl
Like Banqiadash, and a progv¥am guch ag th
beginning. The real answer to the child
broad-based sconomie development, so that
no nead to gend thaiy children to work.

I know Bangladesh is working hard to foatex this kind of
develocpmant. In the' meantime, programs siieh as thig are a
good place to stayc, and T wish all those| involved in
Schocl-e«Jai the very best for ita outstanding success.

TOTAL P.@22
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Urban Immunization Program

t the end of 1990, some 70% of one-year olds
Aworldwide were immunized against measles, tetanus,
polio, pertussis, diphtheria, and tuberculosis.
Although an estimated 1.7 million children still die of
these diseases, childhood immunization saves some 3.2

million lives each year. Still, much remains to be done.

The Importance of Special Urban Immunization
Strategies

e Urban children in many countries have less protection
than other children against immunizable diseases.
Immunization coverage rates are particularly low in
the slums of larger cities.

e Some immunizable diseases strike urban children in
larger numbers, at younger ages, and more seriously
because of the high population density.

e Measles, often endemic in cities, spreads from urban
to rural areas.

e Urban populations, already large, are growing much
more rapidly than rural populations.

e Urban populations are extremely diverse. Many urban
poor live in slums where sanitation facilities are almost
non-existent. They migrate frequently both within cities
and out to rural areas, and they lack social cohesion.

e Although overall responsibility for urban health care
falls to national health services, in many countries
municipal governments with limited resources have
prime responsibility for service delivery.

e Health officials are unaware of special urban  Urban Immunization in Bangladesh
immunization needs.

Approximately 17 percent of Bangladeshis live in urban
areas. Recent studies estimate that about one third of
urban residents live in slums characterized by rampant
malnutrition and a lack of basic services, with an infant
mortality rate estimated at more than 200 per 1000 live
births.

Municipal authorities find it very difficult to meet the
rapidly increasing demands for shelter, clean water,
sanitation, jobs, primary education, and primary health
care, including immunization in the entire country.
Beginning in the mid-1980s, EPI achieved a rapid increase
in immunization coverage in rural areas through major
efforts in training, service organization, and social
mobilization. Urban areas lagged behind, however, for
many of the reasons mentioned above. Municipal health
authorities had little interest in immunization services and
allocated almost no funding for service delivery.




Special Urban Focus

In 1988, the U. S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) initiated a five-year bilateral project to work
with EPI to strengthen and institutionalize immunization
services in urban areas of Bangladesh. USAID funds
support technical assistance, operations research, training,
purchase of supplies and equipment, and partial funding
of operational expenses required for service delivery and
social mobilization.

Initially, John Snow Inc.’s Resources for Child Health
(REACH) Project managed USAID support. Since July
1990, the project has been operated by Cambridge
Consulting Corporation (CCC), with John Snow Inc. as
the technical subcontractor.

In October 1988 two expatriate advisors were hired to
direct the project : an Urban EPI Advisor (Chief of Party)
and a Communications Advisor. They have worked closely
with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW)
and municipal governments. In addition, the project
recruited seven Bangladeshi professionals who serve as
Urban Operations Officers (UOOs) and one Urban
Communications Officer (UCO) to assist in planning and
monitoring immunization activities in the 88 municipalities,
including Dhaka and three other large metropolitan areas.

Achievements

Under the direction of the national EPI, and with support
from USAID, UNICEF, WHO, other international donors,

and the collaboration of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), immunization coverage in municipal areas now

surpasses that in rural areas. A recent internationally -

supervised coverage survey recorded that an impressive
79% of one year olds in urban areas have received all of
their childhood immunizations, and 83% of mothers have
had at least two doses of tetanus toxoid (TT).

URBAN AND NATIONAL
IMMUNIZATION COVERAGE, 1992

B urban National
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*Percent immunized Is based on 4 divisional & 1 urban surve
of children 12-23 months old and mothers of 0-11 month oln:laIr

(card + hlatorz. The natlonal rates, which Include results
from some urban clusters, would be slightly lower If they

reflected non-urban areas only.

Urban Immunization Highlights

Political commitment and collaboration. An important first
step was a baseline assessment of the status of health
services in each of the 88 municipalities. This was followed
by intensive advocacy to draw attention and elicit expanded
support from municipal authorities and health
administrators. Municipal administrators and Mayors
attended EPI meetings, they created Zone Offices, in city
corporations to improve EPI logistics and supervision.

One of the keys to success was clearly the fine collaboration
between the national EPI and the USAID-supported project,
the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development

(LGRD), municipal governments, UNICEF, and various

NGOs. The MOHFW’s EPI designated a medical officer
for urban EPI as a counterpart to the project’s two national

advisors and seven UOQOs.

Working with the civil surgeons and municipal officials,
the UOOs coordinate monthly review meetings in district
and subdistrict-level municipalities, especially in poorly
performing ones. The UOOs also organize public recognition
of NGOs and health workers in the best-performing
municipalities. A quarterly Urban EPI News Bulletin,
published jointly by the EPI and LGRD, graphically
illustrates comparative immunization status among the
municipalities in order to stimulate improved performance.

Improving service delivery. In the early 1980s, immunization
in urban areas was available only from private physicians
or from a small number of government or NGO facilities.
As part of national EPI intensification, urban jurisdictions
opened more immunization sites. With support from the
USAID project for renovation, equipment, and some
salaries, the number of fixed centers operating five days
a week was further increased, and new immunization
outreach sites were established in slums. Today, the UOOs
are assessing the performance of individual service delivery
sites to help municipalities reduce the number of outreach
sites while establishing the additional fixed sites that urban
families prefer.



The project has helped to organize two innovative modes
of TT immunization :

e Working with the major employer of urban women,
the project has organized government and NGO teams
to administer TT to young female workers in garment
factories (32,692 doses in 113 factories in 1991).

e A team gives TT to girls in high schools and colleges
(6,948 doses in 37 schools and colleges in 1991).

Awareness-raising. During its first three years, the project
worked with EPI and UNICEF to orchestrate numerous
awareness-raising activities, including development and use
of the “moni” logo; signs, paintings, placards, radio and
television programs; wide press coverage; major special
events such as the visit of international cricket star Kapil
Dev and the Maa-O-Moni soccer tournament.

With the Johns Hopkins Population Communication
Services, the project helped EPI produce the entertaining
film Swapner Shuru, which contains messages on
immunization, family planning, female education, and the

evils of dowry. Showings of the film in slum areas have
a positive effect on the number of immunizations given

in nearby sites.




Interpersonal commnication. The project’s 1989 study on
“Effects of Communication Interventions in Urban Slums”
has been instrumental in reorienting the communications

strategy beyond mass media. The study indicated that the
most important sources of information on immunization

and health were health workers and neighbors.

A 1991 study underscored the urgent need to train health
workers in  communication skills. The project’s

Communications Advisor is working with EPI, UNICEF,
and others to finalize a module for training district-level
trainers who will teach health workers how to communicate
key messages about immunization and other health topics
to mothers. Over the next few years, 45,000 local health
workers throughout Bangladesh are expected to receive
this training.

School program. School lesson plans for sixth, seventh,
and eighth grades, prepared and pilot tested by EPI,
CARE, and the municipal EPI project, are being introduced
in urban areas of Khulna Division. As part of their
homework, the pupils tell their parents about the importance
of immunization, identify infants in their neighborhoods,
and urge the mothers to have them completely immunized.
It is hoped that this strategy will be expanded nationwide.
In addition the project has succeeded in introducing
messages on EPI in textbooks and examination questions
of grades five, six, seven and eight.

Planning and sustainability. The UCO and the seven UQOOs,
based in all four divisions, greatly extend the Government’s
capacity to plan and implement urban immunization
activities. They will play a growing role in the transfer of
necessary program management skills to facilitate the
assumption of full responsibility by municipal health
authorities.

Most of the costs for immunization in urban areas are
borne by the municipalities and the national EPI. USAID
funds are utilized to supplement operating costs of the
four city corporations (Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi and
Khulna), along with 21 smaller municipalities. Plans are
being developed to help each municipality to gradually
assume total costs. Attempts are also underway to increase
the responsibility and involvement of the Ministry of LGRD.

Future Plans

USAID recently extended its funding of the municipal EPI
project through 1997. Key areas of emphasis will be to :

e advocate that the LGRD extend adequate financial
support in order that all the municipalities can undertake
full managerial responsibility for urban immunization
activities;

e institutionalize the various systems that are being
created to improve the financial and management
capacity of the EPI to plan, implement, and monitor
immunization efforts in urban areas;

e apply the results of studies accomplished in the first
five years of the program which demonstrate the need
for extensive refresher training on interpersonal
communication skills by health workers;

e develop and test tools for disease surveillance that.
will document the impact of urban immunization efforts
on the health and survival of children in the urban areas;

e emphasize the integration of other primary health care
with the existing EPI service delivery system; services,
including family planning and MCH;

e strengthen the important links between the national
EPI, other government offices, NGOs, UNICEF and
other donors and service clubs, the private sector and
other USAID-supported reseach and service delivery
projects;

e involve private physicians and clinics in immunization
and surveillance; and

e expand immunization efforts that have begun in the
garment industry and schools and institutionalize these
activities.

The project looks forward to working with the Government
of Bangladesh and other partners in implementing this
exciting agenda to extend the outstanding progress already
achieved in improving the health of children in Bangladesh.

August 1992

For further information contact :

Dr. A. K. M. Lutfar Rahman Talukder
Director, EPI

EPI Bhaban

Directorate General of Health Services
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
Mohakhali, Dhaka

Tel : 881-910

or

Dr. Mary Carnell

Chief of Party

Urban EPI Project
CCC/ist

House 15, Road 103
Gulshan, Dhaka

Tel : 602714 Fax : 883-391

Photo credits : Photographs of first & second pages — UNICEF, pages 3 & 4 of UNICEF, Urban Volunteer Program, ICDDR,B, VHSS & CCC
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Date: 03/12/95 Time: 04:34
BANGLADESHI GARMENT MAKERS TO ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR

DHAKA (MARCH 12) XINHUA - BANGLADESHI GARMENT MANUFACTURERS HAVE AGREED IN
PRINCIPLE TO SIGN THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR REMOVING CHILD LABOR
FROM THE SECTOR.

THE DECISION WAS MADE ON SATURDAY BY THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
BANGLADESH GARMENT MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION AFTER WIDE RANGING
DISCUSSIONS.

ACCORDING TO LOCAL NEWSPAPER "THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS" HERE TODAY, THE SIGNING
MAY TAKE PLACE DURING THE VISIT OF THE FIRST LADY OF THE UNITED STATES,
HILLARY CLINTON, TO BANGLADESH NEXT MONTH.



MAR-21-5 TUE 11°15 AM

DATE;
ATTENTION:
Name
Address:
Phone:
FAX#;

Comments:

FROM:

Phone:
FAX #

R=965%

SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT

FAX NO. 5012462182

Arkansas
Enterprise
Grou

608 Stree
Arkadelphia,

Suite 203
71923

FAX COVER SHEET
3/21/95
Sandy Shank
Jan Pi¢rcy
World Bank
202-458-0110
202-477-2967

Jan,
Here is 2 memo from Ron G. Please call if you have

questions.
This is 1 of _2__ pages.

Julie Owens

Arkansas e Group
605 Mgin Street, Suite 203
Arkadelphia, AR 71923

(501) 246-9739
(501) 246-2182

ATTENTION FAX OPERATOR:

Please deliver to th?emou indicated as soon as possible.

Call 501/246-9739
unreadable,

part of this document is

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

5012462182

P |

03-21-95 12:30PM POOI1 #34



MAR-2{+95 TUE 11:15 AM  SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT FAX NO. 5012462182 R 1

March 21, 1995 — sl Lalper) NI Nelarrs ,tbmz(a;\ﬁ—
Yo HRC Yullirs poerte

TO: Jan Piercy
FROM: Ron Grzywinski
RE: Pakistan/Bangladesh Trip

Two issues that you might like to consider and perhaps discuss with Hillary:

1. In Pakistan we have been doing very serious work with the Aga Kahn Foundation to
create in the Northern Areas (occupied by Pakistan) a self-sustaining regional
development bank that looks remarkably like Southem Development Bancorporation.
Last November, while in Pakistan and with the prime minister, His Highness the Aga
Kahn, supported the creation of this comprehensive development bank to build upon the
well-regarded NGO that they have operated out of Gilgit for over a decade. The prime
minister agreed to support the changes/waivers in banking law that will be needed to
create the bank. Hillary needs to understand that this institution is more than
microenterprise (although micro credit is included.) Like Southern it is an attempt to

ec ion’s my through use of a commercial bank and innovative financial
and technical assistance to firms that export outside of the region. If hillary could say a
word to the prime minister about her boatd role at SDB, and the President’s

_sponsorship of federal legislation to ¢xpand the applicability of private development
A ]%Eﬁmus., it could help to galvanize su Ehhas .

2. If at all possible, please try to see Abed at BRAC and, if possible, Faruque at W
Both are really superior programs to Grameen in a variety of ways; Grameen is bigger % -
and Yunus promotes himself better. BRAC and Proshika have found better ways to G'i WC

i

deliver supplies, markets, and technology to their members. _It would help e
%ﬂﬂdﬂgﬁewﬂhﬂm rime minister about the likeli C receivi
, the charter which seemed all but certain sixteen months ago, but which now

K JSpeis Yo PRSI i flaliel) 643 M0y o i ek e which have
vigorously opposed all of the work that done with women. (I have heard
that BRAC schools have been burned and that homes bought by women with financing
from Grameen and BRAC have also been torched.) Also, Mary and I responded
positively to Abed’s request that Shorebank would be willing to have a seat on his bank

board; the Ford Foundation has appropriated some grant funding for the purpose of a
small equity investment by TNI in BRAC Bank.

Finally, I can not urge strongly enough that you and Hillary express a deep and personal
interest in the work of these three organizations in Bangladesh. They are remarkable in
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the world as examples of very large scale local empowerment of women. Because of that
they are under severe pressure from the fundamentalists and do not receive the support
they should from a government that is too weak and appears indifferent at best. You have
a real opportunity here to make a difference.

5012462182 03-21-95 12:30PM PO03 #34
R=95%



To: Office of the First Lady
Fr: Office of Senator Tom Harkin

Re: First Lady's Trip to India and Child Labor
Da: March 23, 1995

Attached find information relating to the problem of child labor in India. As
you may know, Senator Harkin has been a leader in the efforts to abolish child
labor in the world today. To this end, last session he introduced the Child
Labor Deterrence Act which would prohibit the importation of products in
manufacturing and mining produced by child labor. The bill was sent to
Finance Committee where it died last session. Senator Harkin plans to
reintroduce the bill this session.

The problem of child labor in India is a tremendous (and sensitive) one.
According to last year's watershed Department of Labor Study on the use of
child labor (attached) India has the largest number of urban and rural child
workers in the world. The Government of India acknowledges at least 17.5
million working children. Estimates by other various other organizations
range from between 44 million to over 100 million child workers. Key
industries where child labor is particularly prevalent is in India's hand-knotted
carpet, gemstone polishing, brass and base metal articles , footwear, textiles
and glasswear, among others. Children are also exploited as bonded laborers,
particularly in the carpet industry. As you may know a child is bonded to his
employer when he or she is sold outright for a fixed sum or when his or her
parents are enticed into "loaning" the child out in exchange for money used to

purchase livestock, pay for a marriage and other expenses that are otherwise
cost prohibitive.

As noted, the Harkin Bill created quite a stir in India (as well as Bangladesh
and Nepal), particularly in the carpet industry. Although carpets rank a
distant third among Indian exports to the U.S. , the incidence of child labor in
carpet exports has been the most researched and documented. Our office has
always maintained good relations with the Indian Embassy here and while the
GOI supports the Harkin Bill's aims, it does not likely want to see it pass. In
India is one of Commerce's and USTR's "big emerging markets" (BEM's) and
the linkage of human rights conditions has been resisted, as you know, by

those departments. In this context child labor in India is a politically
sensitive issue.



The mere introduction of the Harkin Bill has produced action in India and
elsewhere, however. It is here where the First lady might advance the cause of
the fight against child labor. One such initiative in India is the Rugmark
Initiative. Under this initiative a Rugmark Foundation created and was
formally registered in India last August. The Foundation is a consortium of
the Indo-German Export Promotion Council , the South Asian Coalition on
Children in Servitude (SAACS), UNICEF India and the Carpet Manufacturer's
Association without Child Labor (CMACL). The Foundation offers
manufacturers the chance to use the Rugmark logo in return for a fee and an

agreement to adhere to a number of conditions, including not using child
labor.

More than 100 manufacturers and a few Nepalese suppliers have already
applied for registration. (It is my understanding that a similar foundation is
about to be set up in Nepal to cover Nepalese suppliers). Although many
Indian manufacturers will use the Rugmark , some of the largest exporters are
still uncommitted. They are likely waiting to see how the enforcement
mechanism works and the level of consumer demand. It is here where we

think the First Lady can advance the issue by supporting the Rugmark
initiative .

The Child Labor Coalition (CLC) in the United States has initiated a
Rugmark Consumer Campaign here in the United States to raise consumer
awareness of the Rugmark and pressure retailers to carry carpets with the
Rugmark label. Attached are materials on the Rugmark Foundation and
Campaign as well as membership list of the CLC. Already, retailers such as
IKEA have indicated a willingness to give priority to carpets with the Rugmark
label. Members of the CLC, particularly through the International Labor
Rights and Education Fund have submitted to the First Lady detailed
information on both the issue of child labor and the Rugmark Campaign.

Finally, the Senator would like to meet with the First lady at a mutually
convenient time in the near future to discuss the issue of child labor.
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CLC Launches RUGMARK Consumer Gampaign

This fall, manufacturers will be challenged and
consumers will apply pressure to stop the exploitation of
children in the production of hand-knotted carpets. On
September 18, International Children in Servitude Day,
the Child Labor Coalition (CLC) will launch the U.S.
Consumer Education Campaign for the "RUGMARK."
The RUGMARK is alabel affixed to carpets from India,
Pakistan, and Nepal assuring consumers the product is
made free of child labor.

Consumers are further asked to delay their
purchase of hand-knotted carpets until carpets
with the official '"RUGMARK" label are
available in U.S. stores.

Central to the campaign s raising consumerawareness
of the over one million South Asian children who are
working in the carpet industry. Extreme abuses have
been documented: malnourishment, illnesses, beatings,
separation from families, inadequate or no pay, and
abysmal living and working conditions. This industry,
one among many that exploit children, is targeted because
of its reliance on one ofthe most insidious forms of child
labor -- bonded labor. Children work in virtual slavery.

What's New? What’s Original?

It’s no secret that there are certain countries and
industries which turn a blind eye to child labor abuses in
the production of goods for both domestic consumption
and export. As a major consumer of the world’s goods,
the U.S. often is the destination for products made by
exploited children.

In fact, U.S. consumers find it difficult, if not
impossible, to avoid buying these products. Until now,
that is. For the first time ever, consumers are provided
with a choice. Animported item -- in this case, a hand-
knotted carpet from South Asia--will be labeled ifit was

produced free of
child labor. No
other such label
and monitoring
system exists
for any other
product.
Consumers
who do not
want to
contributeto
the exploi-

boycott carpets, butinstead choose ahand-
knotted carpet with the RUGMARK label. Linda
Golodner, co-chair of the Child Labor Coalition and
president of the National Consumers League, explains,
"The RUGMARK campaign is about providing options.
The label gives consumers confidence when they buy a
carpet that it was made free of child labor."

The first carpets with the label will be available by
the end of the year. The campaign encourages consumers
toask local retailers to carry carpets withthe RUGMARK
label. Some retailers are already responding to media
reports on child labor exploitation in the carpet industry.
The Swedish retailer, IKEA, recently decided tonot carry
carpets, unless they can be certified as made free of child

;Tabor.(sec box on page 2).

| Consumers are further asked to delay their purchase
of hand-knotted carpets until carpets with the official
"RUGMARK" label are available in U.S. stores.

" The Rugmark Foundation

The RUGMARK label evolved out of a working
group, comprised of Indian carpetindustry representatives,

Continued on page 2 ....
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continued from page 1...

the South Asian Coalition on Child
Servitude (SACCS), and the Indo-
German Promotion Council. The
initiative was formalized in the
RUGMARK Foundation, which has
released the official, intemationally-
recognized label.

Carpet manufacturers in South
Asia who wish to participate and use
the label must agree to produce carpets
without any child labor involved; pay
at least the minimum wages fixed by
the government to their employees;
and agree to allow access for
unannounced inspections of their

IKEA SAYS “NO” TO CARPETS MADE BY CHILDREN

The Swedish retailer IKEA, with stores in 18 countries including
the U.S., announced they will only sell handmade carpets that are

produced without the use of child labor.

They will hire an

independent Swiss firm to monitor IKEA contracts with carpet
manufacturers to ensure they use only adult workers.

IKEA retail outlets in the U.S. are in Los Angeles, CA; Baltimore,
MD; Elizabeth, NJ; Long Island, NY; Philadelphia, PA; Pittsburgh,
PA; Houston, TX; and Woodbridge, VA.

the introduction of the RUGMARK.
We’re confident that when consumers
have a choice, they will not buy
products made with child labor.
Consumers that do not buy these

"We’re confident that when consumers have a choice, they will
not buy products made with child labor," said Betty Mercer,
UFCW Women'’s Network.

looms. Inspectors will be employed by
the RUGMARK Foundation and will
be trained and supervised by them to
ensure manufacturers comply with
label standards. SACCS, a leader in
this effort, has appealed to European
and North American consumers to
supportthe RUGMARK through their
purchasing power, thus encouraging
more manufacturersto stop using child
labor.

Campaign Shakers And Movers

The crux of the campaign is
grassroots effort -- outreach to local
consumers, retailers, and media. The
CLCisappealingto religious, women’s
and other groups to participate,
mobilizing community action
throughout the country.

The Women’s Network withinthe
United Food and Commercial Workers
International Union (UFCW) is the
first group to embrace the RUG-
MARK. Reflecting upon their past
education initiatives in child labor, the
Women’s Network will bring awealth
of experience to the campaign. Betty
Mercer, education chair of the
Women’s Network, said, "We welcome

products send a strong message to
retailers, and we are committed to help
send that message."

consumers and merchants in their
communitiesin every state and around
the world. This is a most important
step in curbing child labor abuses
which willlead to even broaderefforts."

In preparation forthe RUGMARK
Campaign, the CLC has developed
both apress packet and an organizer’s
kit. The latter contains background
information on child labor and the
campaign, as well as ideas for local
initiatives to include sample flyers,
letters, and petitions. The organizer’s

Also pledging their support is the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs
International. Jeannine Faubion,
GFWC President, says, "Ourmembers
have anxiously awaited RUGMARK
Campaign and are poised to educate

kit is available to groups who are
interested in participating in the
campaign (see page 8).

Is the RUGMARK Campaign
worthwhile? Can consumers impact

continued on page 4...

ICFTU Announces Campaign

The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU),
representing 120 million people in 124 countries, in June announced
it is launching a global campaign to eradicate child labor, including
a boycott of exports made by exploited, under-age workers.

Citing long hours, low pay, and appalling conditions among work-
ing children, ICFTU’s report, Child Labour: The World’s Best Kept
Secret, identifies abuses in Bangladesh, Brazil, Colombia, India,
Mexico, Nepal, Peru and the Philippines.

The campaign will call upon trade unionists worldwide to push for
national legislation to outlaw the employment of children and ensure
compulsory primary education. Other campaign actions will include:
lobbying for the inclusion of a Social Clause within international
trading agreements; replacing child workers by adult members of the
same family; and an international boycott of carpets made in Nepal,
India, and Pakistan (unless it is labeled as not made by children). For
information on the ICFTU Campaign, contact Bjorne Grimsrud, ICFTU
campaign organizer, telephone 32-2-2240211; fax 32-2-2188415 or
write Boulevard Emile Jacqmain 155, B-1210 Brussels, Belgium.
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OHARKIN-BROWN CHILD LABOR DETER-
RENCE ACT OF 1994...Senator Tom Harkin (D-1A)
and Representative George Brown’s (D-CA) commitment
to the bill precipitated a fine-tuning of the language and
reintroduction in the House (H.R. 4693) with Senate
reintroduction expected in mid-September. See box this
page for highlights on the provisions of the revised bill.

QCHILD LABOR HEARING...Senator Howard
Metzenbaum (D-OH) has tentatively scheduled ahearing
for September 21, at 9:30 a.m. in Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Room 428. Call the Senate Subcommittee on
Labor to confirm at (202) 224-5546.

QO DOL INTERNATIONAL REPORT...The
International Labor Affairs Bureau has completed its
Congressionally-mandated report on industries and host
countries that use child labor to produce goods for export
tothe U.S. Itis expected that the Secretary of Labor will
release the report to Congress and the public by mid-
September. Thenextissue ofthe MONITOR will highlight
the findings from this much-anticipated report.

UOMORE ABOUT PAPERBALERS...In early
August, Senator Larry Craig (R-ID) considered
introducing an amendment to the 1995 Labor, HHS, and
Education Appropriations Bill, in effect setting a
moratorium on enforcement of HO 12 (prohibiting minors
under 18 from operating paperbalers - a machine which
crushes cardboard boxes). Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA),
as well as the U.S. Department of Labor, the CLC, and
member organizations were quick to respond. Senator
Craig raised his concems, although deciding not to pursue
anamendmentupon clarification that the Departmenthas
an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking underway on
child labor, which focuses in part on areview and updating
of the Hazardous Occupation Orders.

QHARDEE’S FOOD SYSTEMS, INC., agreed to pay
civilmoney penaltiestotalling $87,000 in July foralleged
child labor violations at various Hardee’s restaurants.
The DOL has alleged violations of the Fair Labor Standards
Act, Child Labor Regulation 3 (which sets forth time of
day and hours of work, as well as prohibited occupations
for minors under the age of 16) and record-keeping
provisions.O

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHILD LABOR
DETERRENCE ACT OF 1994

*Directsthe U.S. Labor Secretary to compile and maintain
alistofforeign industries and their respective host countries
thatuse children under fifteen in the fabrication, assembly,
processing, or extraction of products for export;

*Prescribes three tests for determining which foreign

industry in which foreign country goes on the list--
(a)whether they comply with the applicable national
laws prohibiting child labor in the workplace;
(b)whether they utilize child labor in the export of
products;
(c)whether they have on a continuing basis exported
products of child labor to the U.S.

*Prohibits importing into the U.S. (subject to civil and
criminal penalties) any product made, whole orinpart, by
childrenunder fifteen;

*Does not apply the import ban if the exporter of the
article and the importer of the article into the customs ter-
ritory of the U.S., have undertaken reasonable steps to
ensure, to the extent practicable, that the article is not a
product of child labor. Reasonable steps include the ex-
porter of an article in a host country having entered into a
contract with an independent, internationally credible
organization for the purpose of conducting inspections,
certifying, and labelling that manufactured articles to be
exported from that country are not products of child labor.
In the case of the importer of an article into U.S. customs
territory, having required the certification and label
described above.

*Urges the President to seek an international agreement
with other trading nations to invoke an international ban
on trade in products made by children under fifteen.

¢ Supports through a$10,000,000 appropriation for each
fiscal year 1994 through 1998 for a U.S. contribution to
the Intemational Labor Organization for the activities of
the Intemational Program on the Elimination of Child
Labor and $100,000 for fiscal year 1995 for a U.S.
contribution to the U.N. Commission on Human Rights
for those activities relating to bonded child labor that are
carried out by the Subcommittee and Working Group on
Contemporary Forms of Slavery.

CONTACT: Joe Biegner, Office of Sen. Harkin, 531 Hart
Senate Office Bmlqu , Washington, DC 20510- 1502,
(202) 224-3254 or Bill Goold, Office of Rep. Brown,
2300 Rayburn Office Building., Washmgton DC 20515-
0536, (202) 225-6161.
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CLC RESPONDS TO
DOL’S PROPOSED RULES

On July 12, the Child Labor
Coalition (CLC) submitted comments
to the U.S. Department of Labor
(DOL) on their Proposed Rule on
child labor regulations. The DOL
intends to revise Child Labor
Regulation No. 3, providing an

protect minors from late night and
excessive working hours. The CLC
is very concerned about 14- and 15-
year-olds working over 18 hours a
week and until 11 p.m. or later at
night, while attempting to maintain
theiracademic responsibilities.

The CLC, along with several
health groups, opposes blanket
exceptions allowing WECEP
participants to engage in select
prohibited activities. Citing injury
evidence, the CLC unequivocally
opposes any variance or exception
for using deep fryers and grills.
Comments were also provided onthe

"The proposed sports attendant exception will weaken the
Fair Labor Standards Act...causing employers to seek the
expansion of hours for minors engaged in other occupations."

exception from the permissible hours
and time standards forminors 14 and
15 years of age when employed as
professional sports attendants. A
blanket exception allowing 14- and
15-year-olds enrolled in Work
Experience and Career Exploration
Programs (WECEP) to engage in
select prohibited activities is also
proposed. The DOL intendsto delete
Child Labor Regulation Number 5,
(i.e., the procedures for hazardous
occupation determinations), now
obsolete under the Administrative
Procedure Act.

The CLC objects tothe exception
of bat boys/girls from the hours and
time standards regulation governing
employment of minors underthe age
of 16. Further, the CLC opposes the
extension of this exception to all
professional sports attendants. "The
proposed sports attendant exception
will weaken the Fair Labor Standards
Act...and will establish a precedent,
causing employers to seek the
expansion of hours for minors
engaged in other occupations."
Emphasized was the DOL’s
broadening of the exception to the
point that there are absolutely no
constraints in the proposed rule to

other proposed exceptions: loading
and unloading goods weighing up to
30 pounds; retrieving and/or placing
food in coolers/freezers; operating
non-commercial dishwashers; and
operating power-driven mowers,
weed-eaters, trimmers, and whips
with nylon strings.

Child Labor Coalition member
organizations the Food and Allied

Service Trades Department, AFL-
CIO; NCL, and the National PTA
also submitted comments.

CLCPLANS FOR NEXT SET
OF COMMENTS

The DOL has extended the
comment period for the Advance
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(ANRPM) from August 11 to
October 11. This extension was
granted in part due to requests made
by CLC memberorganizations, which
cited the comprehensive nature of the
ANPRM and time constraints on
gathering data from affiliates.

Asreported inthe lastissue of the
MONITOR, DOL released the
ANPRM, seeking public comment
on possible revisions of the child
labor regulations. Under review are
questions on permissible hours/time
standards and occupational
limitations for 14- and 15-year-olds
and hazardous occupations. Formore
information, contact J. Dean Speer,
Director, Division of Policy and
Analysis, DOL Wage and Hour
Division at (202) 219-8412.0

LET’S KEEP THESE FACTS IN MIND...

v'670 16- and 17-year-olds died from workplace injuries in the U.S.

from 1980 to 1989.

¥'More than 64,000 U.S. teenagers sought treatment in hospital
emergency rooms for injuries on the job in 1992.

v'Rank of the U.S. among affluent nations in rate of adolescents killed

or injured at work: number one.

RUGMARK continued from page 2...

an industry in aregion halfway around the world? Considerthatin 1993, U.S.
consumers bought $172 million dollars worth of Indian rugs alone. The U.S.
is the second largest market for such products, trailing only behind Germany.
Indeed, consumers will play an integral role in how the RUGMARK initiative
plays out.

For more information on the campaign, please contact Darlene Adkins,
Consumer Education Campaign Coordinator, at the Child Labor Coalition, ¢/

o the National Consumers League: 815 15th Street, NW, Suite 928-N,
Washington, DC 20005; (202) 639-8140.

4
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CHILD LABOR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

The CLC is a diverse group of 45 organizations which are
committed to ending child labor exploitation at home and abroad.
As the only national coalition on this issue, CLC members have
invested their collective influence and individual strengths to
ensure the prctection of working youth and to end child labor
exploitation on a state, federal, and international level.

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union
American Academy of Pediatrics

American Ethical Union

American Federation of Teachers

American Public Health Association

American Youth Work Center

Americans for Democratic Action

Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs
B’nai B’rith Women

Children’s Advocacy Institute

Children’s Defense Fund

Coalition of Labor Union Women

Consumer Federation of America

Defense for Children International - USA
Department of Economic Research, AFL-CIO
Essential Information

Food and Alliea Service Trades Department, AFL-CIO
Frontlash

General Federation of Women’s Clubs

International Brotherhood of Teamsters
International Labor Rights Education and Research Fund
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union
Jewish Labor Committee

Labor Council for Latin American Advancement
League for Industrial Democracy

Mt. Sinai School of Medicine

National Association of Social Workers

National Child Labor Committee

National Consumers League

National Council of Senior Citizens

National Education Association

National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council
National Parent-Teacher Association

National Safe Workplace Institute

People Against Dangerous Delivery

Public Employee Department, AFL-CIO

Religious Committee for Workplace Fairness
Service Employees International Union

Social Democrats, USA

Transportation Communications International Union
Union Label & Service Trades Dept., AFL-CIO
United Food and Commercial Workers International Union
Women’s Division, United Methodist Church

The Women’s Research and Education Institute

Work Experience Coordinating Association
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r Q_ﬂg LD LABOR CoplTTisn RUEMARK CAMPATEN

Why launch a national consumer campaign?

The Child Labor Coalition’s (CLC) national RUGMARK campaign
will raise awareness regarding the exploitation of children who are
working (often as bonded laborers) in the production of carpets.
Its purpose is to mobilize U.S. consumers to support -=- using their
purchasing power -- a South Asian campaign to free children from
bondage and exploitation in the carpet industry. The campaign will
succeed because the American people have compassion for children
and when provided with an option, prefer to buy products nade
without child labor.

What are the goals of the campaign?

* to educate consumers about the exploitation of children in the
production of carpets:

* to announce the availability of carpets with a label
indicating that they are produced free of child labor;

* to urge consumers to only purchase carpets that have the
official RUGMARK label;

) to prod U.S. retailers to carry carpets with the label; and

+ to encourage inporters to self-impose a two percent surcharge

on imported carpets to be used for the establishment of
schools in the countries from which they import their carpets.

This will help the transition for former child weavers from
werk into schools.

Why does the campaign focus on children working in the carpet

industry?

The campaign focuses on the carpet industry for the following
reasons:

¢ ° In several countries, bonded child labor is prevalent in the

carpet industry. It is one of the most insidious forms of
child labor exploitation and is considered slavery.

) The U.S. is a major market for carpets from South Asia. The
U.S. is expected to import 45 percent of the carpets that
India will export this year.
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¢ A coalition of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), in South
Asia have asked U.S. consumers to support their efforts to
eliminate child labor exploitation in the carpet industry.

What is unique about this campaign?

Consumers can have confidence that a product is made without
child labor. This has been an area of frustration for consumers --
when guestioned, few consumers want to purchase such products, but
know they do so from a lack of options. The RUGMARK provides
consumers with a guarantee that a hand-knotted carpet is made free
of child labor.

What is the objective of the trademark?

The main objective of the trademark is to initiate effective
steps toward the abolition of child labor in the carpet industry in
South Asia.

what is involved in the licensing process?

Carpet manufacturers who want to join the RUGMARK initiative
and become certified must:

) produce carpets that have been manufactured without any child
labor involved; and
L pay at least the minimum wages fixed by the government to

their employees.

Carpet producers can yoluntarily participate in the trademark
initiative. However, the mandatory criteria mentioned above will
become legally binding once an enterprise has committed itself to
using the trademark and becomes licensed.
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What will the RUGMARK Campaign entail?

The crux of the campaign is grassroots effort -- outreach to
local consumers, retailers, and media. The CLC is appealing to
religious, women’s and other groups to participate, mobilizing
community action throughout the country.

Groups with local and community affiliates which have pledged their
support and action on behalf of the RUGMARK Campaign:

* The Women’s Network, United Food and Commercial Workers
International Union (UFCW)

* The General Federation of Women’s Clubs International.

* Women’s Division, United Methodist Church.

organizer’s Kit:

The Child Labor Coalition has prepared an Organ:zer s Kit for
these groups and others which have joined the campaign. The
Organizer‘s Kit is available through the National Consumers League
in. washington, D.C.



March 8, 1995

MEMORANDUM

To: Melanne Verveer
Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady

From: Preeta D. Bansal
Senior Counsel
Office of Policy Development, U.S. Department of Justice
(202) 514-5122

Re: uggestions for irst 's Visi di

The First Lady’s trip to India presents an opportunity to highlight the
shared objectives of Indian and American culture, particularly in the areas of
strengthening families, integrating communities, and implementing social welfare and
legal reform ideas. As the President and First Lady have sought to define an agenda
which places emphasis on family values and communal bonds as antidotes to the spiritual
impoverishment and alienation experienced by many Americans, India -- a society in
which family and community bonds are preeminent and in which the sense of duty and
obligation trumps the sense of entitlement -- has much to offer our understanding of an
agenda that would strengthen families and communities in this country. Through visits to
community-based organizations that provide social welfare and dispense "justice,” the trip
to India could also be a vehicle for the First Lady to explore ideas for legal reform,
welfare reform, and an agenda that would promote women's rights around the world.

There is a tendency among Western observers of India to focus on its
extremes and to subconsciously or consciously impart the message that the West has
much to offer India. Although no trip to India would be complete without experiencing
the deprivations and oppression faced by women, in particular, India should be viewed as
a potential source as well as recipient of Western values. Viewed in this way, the trip to
India -- in addition to offering the First Lady a personally more fulfilling and enlightening
experience -- could allow the First Lady to score important political points with the
Indian people and with Indian Americans. Indians and Indian Americans are painfully
conscious of the extremes of their culture, and are eager to show the West what it can
learn from India, particularly given their sensititivies and fears arising from the increasing
"liberalization” of India to Western economic and cultural values.



A Vision for the First Lady’s Trip

At a time of crisis in American and Western culture in which individuals
feel alienated, isolated, cold and alone, observation of Indian culture offers the
opportunity to understand the dual, and sometimes conflicting, values of individualism
and community grounding. India, like other countries, contains elements of both
extremes: The excessive individualism and greed of its billionaire industrialists is
unrivalled, as is the rigid communitarian- and group-based oppression experienced by
millions of women, in particular. The tendency among Western observers of Indian
culture is to focus on either extreme -- through visits to the Bombay and Delhi elite and
to the scourge of the villages -- and thus to find encompassed within India the excesses of
both individualism and communitarianism.

While no trip to India would be complete without observing these worst
extremes, India, perhaps like no other country in the world, also offers a unique
opportunity to observe, especially among its middle class professionals and community-
based welfare and legal institutions, a culture in which individuals are allowed to flourish
amidst a web of meaningful, interpersonal ties and group relationships. This kind of
culture -- individualism tempered and supported by family obligation and communal ties
-- may be what the First Lady envisioned when she suggested pursuit of "the politics of
meaning” and what the President seeks to define in his agenda. The trip to India would
thus allow the First Lady to strengthen her family and community-based agenda,
particularly as it relates to social welfare reform and legal reform, as well as to pursue an
agenda that focuses on women'’s rights around the world.

osed El t t
® Visits to Community-Based Social Welfare and Legal Institutions

Although India has a highly evolved state legal system derived from the
English model, it also continues to practice a decentralized system of justice. Informal
judicial forums at the village level (called "panchayats”), comprised of community
members selected by implicit consensus, operate by a rule of unanimity in resolving local
disputes and imposing discipline. The key role of communal consensus in these
institutions in turn helps strengthen the bonds of community. Western legal scholars
have studied "panchayats” as models for U.S. efforts to institute community-based forms
of alternative dispute resolution. The First Lady could visit a "panchayat” as a means to
fomulate elements of a legal reform agenda. She also may wish to visit with members of
the highly active legal aid community in New Delhi, in particular, to understand and show
support for India’s model of providing legal services for the poor.

Similarly, to strengthen her community and welfare reform agenda, the
First Lady could visit a social services colony or a religious colony ("ashram”) in which
communities work together and provide social and/or religious services to all members.



Several community-based women's colonies or orphanages, in particular, are highly
successful in providing work opportunities and social services to members who come
from very oppressed backgrounds. Visits to successful colonies could provide the First
Lady with ideas for welfare reform in this country, as well as offer a glimpse into the
severe hardships faced by many Indian women.

@ Meetings with Middle Class Professionals

In addition to visiting community-based welfare and legal institutions and
the poor in rural villages, the First Lady should strive to meet the emerging mass of
young women attorneys and physicians in the cities who are empowered to fulfill their
potential through their family and community support systems. Many of these women
pursue successful careers while living at home with their parents and actually look
forward to parental involvement in their matrimonial decisions. Contrary to the negative
connotations associated with "arranged marriages” (and the horrors that such marriages
pose for many lower-class women), many of these young professional women -- much like
American women in all-female colleges -- are enabled to pursue their ambitions without
being distracted by the need to attract men. Because marriage of daughters is viewed in
India as a family and community responsibility, and because of their family and
community support systems, these young women have a level of comfort that their
pursuit of careers will not necessarily mean that they cannot also have meaningful
personal lives. (Obviously, this is a very complicated and subtle issue, and the experience
varies widely among and within classes of Indian women. I would be happy to discuss
this issue further, or to point the First Lady or her staff to different examples of the
experience of young Indian professional women. I would also be happy to prepare a list
of young women in India -- prominent and obscure -- with whom the First Lady might
wish to meet to understand this experience.)

The First Lady may also wish to spend a day or afternoon with an extended
Indian family to understand the web of personal relations that marks an Indian’s life.
Unlike the rugged individualism of the West, middle-class Indians -- increasingly free to
pursue their individual ambitions -- return to strong homes and communities. Although
in many parts of India these homes and communities are seats of oppression and sexism,
Indian culture at its best offers the mix of individualism and communal support that the
President and First Lady seek to foster in this country.

@ Demonstrate understanding of the success of Indian Americans

The First Lady may also wish to understand -- and to demonstrate her
understanding of -- the unique success of Indian Americans in this country. According to
the latest Census, Indian Americans have the highest per capita income and educational
level among all population subgroups in this country. Integral to their success, as most
Indian Americans will say, is the strength of Indian families. Indian Americans in many
ways are models of the kinds of communities and families the President and First Lady



are seeking to foster in this country: most Indian American children are born to two-
parent families, and have tremendous emotional and financial support networks.

Indians are also fiercely proud of the success of their kinsmen in this
country. By demonstrating a knowledge of Indian Americans (and some of their
anecdotes), and perhaps by being accompanied by some Indian Americans, the First
Lady could make the difference between success and extraordinary success in her trip.

° Effective press relations

Before embarking on her trip, the First Lady might want to offer interviews
to Washington-based correspondents of prominent Indian newspapers, such as the
Hindustan Times and the Times of India. By emphasizing what she hopes to learn from
India, and how she hopes to give content to her agenda of family and community values
by her visit, the First Lady can help foster tremendous good will before even setting foot
in the country.

As one of seven (I believe) Indian American political appointees in this
Administration, I would like to offer my assistance in preparing for the First Lady's visit
and believe that I can be helpful in several unique ways.

First, I have a knowledge of the Indian American community. [ am
personally well acquainted with leaders of the Association of Indians in America (the
only national organization representing the community), as well as Indian American
community leaders in the metropolitan areas of Washington, D.C., New York City,
Boston, Los Angeles, Chicago and San Francisco. I also know several leaders of the
Indian American professional associations of physicians, attorneys, and engineers, and
have personal contact with the correspondents of all of the Indian American newspapers
and television programs and the Washington-based correspondents of the Indian press.

Second, I could help the First Lady make the most of her legal background
by helping her meet with the Indian legal world. This legal community, drawn and
educated in the English legal tradition, is perhaps the most progressive and hospitable to
Western and U.S. ideas, and the First Lady, a lawyer herself, could do much to improve
the U.S.-India relationship by cementing relations with the legal community.

Through my professional activities in recent years, I have acquired an
extensive network of contacts in India and especially in the Indian legal community. In
1993, I spoke and presented papers at two international conferences in New Delhi -- one
sponsored by the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi that brought together American and Indian
attorneys to discuss the legal aspects of doing business in United States and in India, and
the other sponsored by the International Chamber of Commerce that brought together



various pharmaceutical and other companies and urged India to expand its intellectual
property protection. I also became acquainted with many prominent members of the
Indian bar and Indian industry, and through my social involvement in the Indian
American and Indian communities, have come to know numerous prominent leaders of
the Indian political world, arts community, and feminist and human rights community.1

Last September, as a board member of the Indian American Bar
Association and a former law clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens, I
organized an event at the Supreme Court, sponsored by Justice Stevens, in which Justice
Scalia, Justice Ginsburg, and Justice O’Connor discussed their recent visits to India. This
reception at the U.S. Supreme Court received extensive press coverage in India as well
as in the Indian American press. Various Indian judges (including the Chief Justice of
the Indian Supreme Court) are planning a reciprocal visit to the U.S. this May, and I am
organizing a reception by the Indian American Bar Association for these visiting jurists.

Third, as a near-fluent speaker of Hindi with great awareness of Indian
culture, I believe that I could help ensure that the First Lady's visit is not accompanied
by any cultural- or language-based snafus.

Again, I would like to help in any way you think useful, and am attaching
my resume for your further information. Please do not hesitate to call me at 514-5122 if
you have further questions.

Iprofiles about me have been written up in India Today and Business India -- the two
highest-circulating weekly news magazines in India (akin to Time and U.S. News and
World Report), and state-run television in India recently filmed a half-hour segment
about me which will be aired in India later this year.

5



Legal
Experience

Judicial
Clerkships

PREETA D. BANSAL
3101 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. #822
Washington, D.C. 20016
(202) 514-5122 (o)

THE WHITE HOUSE, Washington, D.C.

Attorney, Office of the Counsel to the President, 1994-1995

Assisted in selection and confirmation of federal district court and appellate judges
Helped coordinate White House efforts to secure Senate confirmation of Justice Breyer
Assisted with Federal Advisory Committee Act litigation against Health Care Task Force

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Washington, D.C.

Senior Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General, Office of Policy Development, 1993-present
Served on interagency groups on violence and on preparation for U.N. Conference on Women
Wrote policy papers on television violence and violence against women for Attorney General
Worked on Access to Justice and Civil Justice Reform working groups

Assisted in federal judicial selection

ARNOLD & PORTER, Washington, D.C.
Associate, 1991-1993
Litigation, Telecommunications, Intellectual Property, and International Practice Groups

Litigation in federal and state courts, with responsibility in all stages, including preparation of
pleadings, discovery, and writing dozens of briefs on appeal and on dispositive legal issues; took
and defended depositions; participated in hearings

Defended constitutionality of the 1992 Cable Act

Wrote amicus brief in copyright/parody case before the U.S. Supreme Court
Represented individuals in white collar criminal litigation

Litigated availability of copyright protection for reconstructions of the Dead Sea Scrolls
Advised clients on possibility of obtaining Supreme Court review

Counselling on issues of intellectual property, international trade, and international law,
including the President’s authority to enter into executive international agreements; availability
of intellectual property protection in the United States and abroad; licensing arrangements;
joint venture agreements; and international trade-related aspects of intellectual property

Negotiation of corporate agreements and disputes concerning intellectual property,
telecommunications, cable franchise, and entertainment matters

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT, Washington, D.C.
Law Clerk to Justice John Paul Stevens, 1990-1991

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS,

SECOND CIRCUIT, Brattleboro, Vermont and New York, New York
Law Clerk to Chief Judge James L. Oakes, 1989-1990



Education

Publications

Speeches/
Papers

Other

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, Cambridge, Massachusetts

J.D., magna cum laude, June 1989

Harvard Law Review, Supervising Editor & Editorial Board Member
Teaching Fellow, Government Department, Harvard College

Law Tutor, Adams House, Harvard College

HARVARD-RADCLIFFE COLLEGE, Cambridge, Massachusetts
A.B., magna cum laude, in Social Studies, June 1986

Highest Honors on Thesis, Ideological Limits to Industrial Democracy
Phi Beta Kappa

John Harvard Scholar for Highest Academic Achievement

Rhodes Scholarship Finalist

Editor, The Harvard Crimson

LINCOLN EAST HIGH SCHOOL, Lincoln, Nebraska

1982 Nebraska Youth of the Year, U.S. Presidential Scholar, Century III Leader
Girls' Nation Attorney General

Recipient of over 200 state and national speaking and debating awards

The Republican Revival and Racial Politics, 97 Yale L. J. 1609 (1988) (with Derrick Bell)
Book Note, The Battleground of Experience, 101 Harv. L. Rev. 849 (1988)
Labor-Management Cooperation at Eastern Air Lines, U.S. Department of Labor (1988)

Inside the Law, "Sex, Violence and the Bill of Rights,” Participant in discussion on

Television Violence on Public Broadcasting System/American Bar Association television series,
November 1994

Technology and Communications Opportunities in India, Symposium on How to Do Business
in the New India, April 3-4, 1993, Washington, D.C.

Foreign Investment and Technology Transfer: The Role of Intellectual Property Rights,
World Symposium on Intellectual Property Rights, International Chamber of Commerce,
February 9, 1993, New Delhi, India

Protecting Your Client’s Intellectual Property in the U.S., Lexpo '93: Legal and Financial
Aspects of Doing Business, February 6-8, 1993, U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, India

Admitted to Practice in New York, District of Columbia, and Nebraska

Board member, Indian American Bar Association

Worked during college summers for Governor of Nebraska on health, housing and labor issues
Extensive travel throughout Africa, Asia, Europe, and the United States

Outside interests include squash, aerobics, fiction, and international cuisines
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The mere introduction of the Harkin Bill has produced action in India and

elsewhere, however. It is here where the First lady might advance the cause of
the fight against child labor. One such initiative in India is the Rugmark
Initiative. Under this initiative a Rugmark Foundation created and was
formally registered in India last August. The Foundation is a consortium of
the Indo-German Export Promotion Council , the South Asian Coalition on
Children in Servitude (SAACS), UNICEF India and the Carpet Manufacturer's
Association without Child Labor (CMACL). The Foundation offers
manufacturers the chance to use the Rugmark logo in return for a fee and an

agreement to adhere to a number of conditions, including not using child
labor.

More than 100 manufacturers and a few Nepalese suppliers have already
applied for registration. (It is my understanding that a similar foundation is
about to be set up in Nepal to cover Nepalese suppliers). Although many
Indian manufacturers will use the Rugmark , some of the largest exporters are
still uncommitted. They are likely waiting to see how the enforcement
mechanism works and the level of consumer demand. It is here where we
think the First Lady can advance the issue by supporting the Rugmark
injitiative .

The Child Labor Coalition (CLC) in the United States has initiated a
Rugmark Consumer Campaign here in the United States to raise consumer
awareness of the Rugmark and pressure retailers to carry carpets with the
Rugmark label. Attached are materials on the Rugmark Foundation and
Campaign as well as membership list of the CLC. Already, retailers such as
IKEA have indicated a willingness to give priority to caxpets with the Rugmark
label. Members of the CLC, particularly through the International Labor
Rights and Education Fund have submitted to the First Lady detailed
information on both the issue of child labor and the Rugmark Campaign.

Finally, the Senator would like to meet with the First lady at a mutually
convenient time in the near future to discuss the issue of child labor.
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GLC Launches RUGMARK Gonsumer Gampaign

This fall, manufacturers will be challenged and
consumers will apply pressure to stop the exploitation of
children in the production of hand-knotted carpets. On
Scptember 18, International Children in Servitude Day,
the Child Labor Coalition (CLC) will launch the T.S.
Consumer Education Campaign forthe "RUGMARK.."
The RUGMARK is alabel affixed to carpets from India,
Pakistan, and Nepal assuring consumers the product is
made free of child labor.

Consumers are further asked to delay their
purchase of hand-knotted carpets until carpets
with the official "RUGMARK" label are
available in U.S. stores.

Central to the campaign is raising CoNsumer aWareness
of the over one million South Asian children who arc
working in the carpet industry. Extreme abuses have
been documented: malnourishment, illnesses, beatings,
separation from familics, inadequate or no pay, and
abysmal living and working conditions. This industry,
oneamong many that exploitchildren, istargeted because
ofits reliance on one ofthe most insidious forms of child
labor — bonded Iabor. Children work in virtual siavery.

What's New? What's Original?

It’s no secret that there are certain countrics and
industries which tum a blind eye to child labor abuses in
the production of goods for both domestic consumption
and cxport. Asamajor consumer of the world’s goods,
the U.S. often is the destination for products made by

produced free of
child labor. No
other such label
and monitormg
system exists
for any other
product.
Consumers
who do mot
want to
contributeto
the exploi-

boycott carpets, butinstead choose ahand-
knotted carpet with the RUGMARK label. Linda
Golodner, co-chair of the Child Labor Coalition and
president of the National Consumers League, explains,
"The RUGMARK campaign is about providing options.
The label gives consumers confidence when they buy a
carpet that it was made frec of child labor."

The first carpets with the label will be available by
theend of the year. The campaign encourages consumers
toasklocal retailers to carry campets with the RUGMARK
label. Some retailers are already responding to media
reports on child laborexploitation in the carpet industry.
The Swedish retailer, IKEA recently decided tonot camry
garpets, unless they can be certified as made free of child
Aabor.(see box on page 2).

' Consumers are firther asked to delay their purchase
| of hand-knotted carpets until carpets with the official

{ "RUGMARK" label are available in U.S. storcs.



;xialéitedchﬂdren. ‘___ Extended Page 2.1
In fact, U.S. consumers find it difficult, if not The Rugmark Foundation
impossible, to avoid buying these products. Until now,

thar is. Forthe first time ever, consumers ar¢ provided The RUGMARK label cvolved out of a working
with a choice. An imported item - in this case, a hand- group, comprised of Indian carpet industry representatives,
knotted carpet from South Asia~willbelabeledifitwas Continued on page 2 ...
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continued from page 1...

the South Asian Coalition on Child

Servitude (SACCS), and the Indo-
Germman Promotion Council. The

initiative was formalized in the
RUGMARK Foundation, which has
released the official, intemationaily-
recognized label,

Carpet manufacturers in South
Asia who wish 1o participate and use
the label mustagree to produce carpets
withourt any child labor involved; pay
at least the minimum wages fixed by
the govermment to their employees;
and agree to allow access for
unaonouvnced inspections of their

@oo3

IKEA SAYS “NO” TO CARPETS MADE BY CHILDREN

The Swedish retailer IKEA, with stores in 18 countries including
the U.S., announced they will only sell handmade carpets that are

produced without the use of child labor,

They will hire an

independent Swiss firm to monitor IKEA contracts with carpet
manufacturers to ensure they use only adult workers.

IKEA retail outlets in the U.S. are in Los Angeles, CA; Baltimore,
MD; Elizabeth, NJ; Long Island, NY; Philadelphia, PA; Pittsburgh,
PA; Houston, TX; and Woodbridge, VA.

the introduction of the RUGMARK.
We're confident that when consumers
have a choice, they will mot buy
products made with child labor.
Consumers that do not buy these

"We’re confident that when consumers have a choice, they will
not buy products made with child labor," said Betty Mercer,
UFCW Women'’s Network.

looms. Inspectors will be employed by
the RUGMARK Foundation and wall
be trained and supervised by them to
ensure manufacturers comply with
label standards. SACCS, a leaderin
this effort, has appealed to European
and North American consumers to
supportthe RUGMARK throngh their
purchasing power, thus encouraging
moremanufacturersto stop using child
labor.

Campaign Shakers And Movers

The crux of the campaign is
grassroots effort — outreach to local
consumers, retailers, and media. The
CLCisappealingtoreligious, women’s
and other groups to participate,
mobilizing community action
throughout the country.

The Women’s Network withinthe
United Food and Commercial Workers
International Union (UFCW) is the
first group to embrace the RUG-
MARK. Reflecting upon their past
cducation initiatives in child Iabor, the

Y 0w wme . & = ewwe & 8.9

products send a strong message to
retailers, and we are committed to help
send that message.”

Also pledging their supportis the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs
Intemational. Jeannmine Faubion,
GFWC President, says, "Ourmembers
have anxiously awaited RUGMARK
Campaign and are poised to educate

consumers and merchants in their
communitiesin every state and around
the world. This is a most mmportant
step in curbing child labor abuses
which will leadto even broaderefforts.”

Inpreparation forthe RUGMARK
Campaign, the CLC has developed
both a press packet and an organizer’s
kat. The latter contains background
information on child labor and the
campaign, as well as ideas for local
initiatives to include sample flyers.
letters, and petitions. The organizer’s
kit is available to groups who are
interested in participating in the
campaign (see page 8).

Is the RUGMARK Campaign
worthwhile? Can consumers impact

continued on page 4...

ICFTU Announces Campaign

The Intemational Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU),
representing 120 million people in 124 countries, in June announced
it is launching a global campaign to eradicate child labor, including
a boycott of exports made by exploited, under-age workers.

Citing long hours, low pay, and appalling conditions among work-
ing children, ICFTU’s report, Child Labour: The World’s Best Kept
Secret, identifies abuses in Bangladesh, Brazil, Coiombna, India,
Mexico, Nepal Peru and the Philippines.

The campaign will call upon trade unionists worldwide to push for

national legislation to outlaw the empioyment of children and ensure
compulsory primary education. Other campaign actions will include:

lobbying for the inclusion of a Social Clause within international
trading agreements; replacing child workers by adult members of the
same family; and an international boycott of carpets made in Nepal,
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Women’s Network will bring awealth
of experience to the campaign. Betty
Mercer, education chair of the
Women’s Network, said, "We welcome

Extended Page 3.1
India, and Pakistan (unless it is labeled as not made by children). For

information on the ICFTU Campaign, contact Bjome Grimsrud, ICFTU
campaign organizer, telephone 32-2-2240211; fax 32-2-2188415 or
write Boulevard Emile Jacqmain 155, B-1210 Brussels, Belgium.

Child Labor Monitor September 1994




03723795 16:03 W

RENCE ACT OF 1994...Senator Tom Harkin (D-14)
and Representative George Brown's (D-CA) commitment
to the bill precipitated a fine-tuning of the language and
reintroduction in the House (H.R. 4693) with Senate
reintroduction expected inmid-September. See box this
page for highlights on the provisions of the revised bill.

QCHILD LABOR HEARING...Scnator Howard
Metzenbaum (D-OH) has tentatively scheduled ahearing
for Septermber 21, at 9:30 aum. in Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Room 428. Call the Senate Subcommittee on
Labor to confirm at (202) 224-5546.

QDOL INTERNATIONAL REPORT...The
Intemnational Labor Affairs Bureau has completed its
Congressionally-mandated report on industries and host
countries that use child labor to produce goods forexport
tothe U.S. Itisexpected that the Secretary of Labor will
release the report to Congress and the public by mid-
September. The nextissus ofthe MONITOR will highlight
the findings from this much-anticipated report.

OMORE ABOUT PAPERBALERS...In early
August, Senator Larry Craig (R-ID) considered
introducing an amendment to the 1995 Labor. HHS, and
Education Appropriations Bill, in effect setting a
moratorium on enforcement of HO 12 (prohibiting minors
under 18 from operating paperbalers - a machine which
crushes cardboard boxes). Senator Tom Harkin (D-1A),
as well as the U.S. Department of Labor, the CLC, and
member organizations were quick to respond. Senator
Craig raised his concerns, although deciding notto pursue
an amendment upon clarification that the Department has
an Advance Notice of Proposed Ruleraaking underway on
childlabor, which focuses in partona review and updating
of the Hazardous Occupation Orders.

QOHARDEE’S FOOD SYSTEMS, INC., agreed to pay
civilmoney penalticstotalling $87,000in July foralleged
child labor violations at various Hardee’s restanrants.
The DOL has alleged violatiops of the Fair Labor Standards
Act, Child Labor Regulation 3 (which sets forth time off
Aner amA hanre nfwnrk acwell as nrohibited occupations

dooq

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHILD LABOR
DETERRENCE ACT OF 1994

*Directsthe U.S. Labor Secretary to compile and maintaim
alistofforeign industriesandtheir respective host countries
thatuse childrenunder fifteen in the fabrication, assembly,
processing, or extraction of products for export;

¢Prescribes threc tests for determining which foreign

industry in which foreign country goes on the list—
(a)whether they comply with the applicable national
laws prohibiting child labor in the workplace;
(b)whether they utilize child Iabor in the export of
products;
(c)whether they have on a continuing basis exported
products of child laborto the U S.

+Prohibits importing into the U.S. (subject to civil and
criminal penalties) any productmade, whole orinpart, by
children under fifteen;

*Does not apply the import ban if the exporter of the
article and the importer ofthe article into the customs ter-
rtory of the U.S., have undertaken reasonable steps to
ensure, to the extent practicable, that the article isnot a
product of child Jabor. Reasonable steps include the ex- |
porter of an article in a host country having entered imto a |
contract with an independent, intemationally credible
organization for the purpose of conducting inspections,
certifying, and labelling that manufactured articles to be
exported from that country are not products of child Iabor.
In the case of the importer of an article into U.S. customs
territory, having required the certification and label
described above.,

*Urges the President to sesk an intemational agrcement |
with other trading nations to invoke an international ban |
on trade in products made by children under fifteen.

+Supports through a $10,000,000 appropriation foreach
fiscal year 1994 through 1998 fora U.S. contribution to
the Intemational Labor Organization for the activitics of
the Intemational Program on the Elimination of Child
Labor and $100,000 for fiscal ycar 1995 for a U.S.
contribution to the TJ.N. Commission on Human Rights
forthose activitics relating to bonded child labor that are
carped out by the Subcommittee and Working Group on
Contemporary Forms of Slavery.

|
CONTACT: Joe Biegner, Office of Sen. Harkin, 5311 lan |
Senate Office Building. . Washington, DC 20510.1502 |
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for minors under the age of 16) and record-keeping (223%28 égy‘tns&?r Bgl‘g?oldwbﬁ'me of Rep. Brown, |
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CLC RESPONDS TO
DOL’S PROPOSED RULES

On July 12, the Child Labor
Coalition (CLC) submitted comments
to the U.S. Department of Labor
(DOL) on their Proposed Rule on
¢child labor regulations. The DOL
intends to revise Child Labor
Regulation No. 3, providing an

protect minors from late night and

excessive working hours. The CLC
is very concerned about 14- and 15-

year-olds working over 18 hours a
week and until 11 pam. or later at
night, while attempting to maintain
their academic responsibilities.

The CLC, along with several
health groups, opposes blanket
exceptions allowing WECEP
participants to engagc in select
prohibited activities. Citing injury
evidence, the CLC umequivocally
Opposes any variance or exception
for using deep fryers and grills.
Comments were also provided on the

“The proposed sports attendant exception will weaken the
Fair Labor Standards Act...causing employers to seek the
expansion of hours for minors engaged in other occupations.”

exception from the permissible hours
and time standards forminors 14 and
15 vears of age when employed as
professional sports attendants. A
blanket exception allowing 14- and
15-year-olds enrolled in Work
Experience and Career Exploration
Programs (WECEP) to engage in
select prohibited activities is also
proposed. The DOL intendsto delete
Child Labor Regulation Number 3,
(ie., the procedures for hazardous
occupation determinations), now
obsolete under the Administrative
Procedure Act.

The CLC objects to the exception
of bat boys/girs frorn the hours and
time standards regulation governing
employment of minors underthe age
of 16. Further, the CLC opposes the
extension of this exception to all
professional sports attendants. "The
proposed sports attendant exception
will weakenthe Fair Labor Standards
Act...and will establish a precedent,
causing employers to seek the
expansion of hours for minors

engaged in other occupations.”
Tovnhacioad wae tha DDI.'=

other proposed exceptions: loading
and unloading goods weighing up to
30 pounds; retrieving and/or placing
food in coolers/freezers; operating
non-commercial dishwashers; and
operating power-driven mowers,
weed-eaters, trimmers, and whips
with nylon strings.

Child Labor Coaliticn member
organizations the Food and Allied

Service Trades Department, AFL-
CIO; NCL, and the National PTA
also submitted comments.

CLCPLANS FOR NEXT SET
OF COMMENTS

The DOL has extended the
comment period for the Advance
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(ANRPM) from August 11 to
October 11. This extension was
granted in part due to requests made
by CLC memberorganizations, which
cited the comprehensive nature of the
ANPRM and time constraints on
gathering data from affiliates.

Asrcported inthe lastissue of the
MONITOR, DOL rzleased the
ANPRM, secking public comment
on possible revisions of the child
labor regulations. Under review are
questions on permissible hours/time
standards and occupational
limitations for 14- and 15-year-olds
and hazardous occupations. Formore
information, contact J. Dean Speer,
Director, Division of Policy and
Analysis, DOL Wage and Hour
Division at (202) 219-8412.0

from 1980 to 1989.

I v'Rank ofthe U.S. among affluent nations in rate of adolescents killed

j or injured at work: number one.

LET’S KEEP THESE FACTS IN MIND...

¥'670 16- and 17-year-olds dicd from workplace injuries in the U.S.

' ¥'More than 64,000 U.S. teenagers sought treatment in hospital
emergency rooms for injuries on the job in 1992.

RUGMARK continued from page 2...

an industry in arcgion halfway around the world? Considerthatin 1993, U.S.
consumers bought $172 million dollars worth of Tndian rugs alone. The U.S.
is the second largest market for such products, trailing only behind Germany.
Indeed, consumers will play an integral role in how the RUGMARK initiative

plays out.



Emphasized was the LDUL's
broadening of the exception to the
point that there are absolutely no
constraints in the proposed mule to

I Extended Page 5.1

For more information on the campaign, please contact Darlene Adkins,
Consumer Education Campaign Coordinator, at the Child Labor Coalition, ¢/

o the National Consumers Leaguc: 815 15th Street, NW, Suite 928-N,
Washington, OC  20005; (202) 639-8140.
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CHILD LABOR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

The CLC 1s a diverse group of 45 organizations which are
committed to ending child labor exploitation at home and abroad.
As the only naticnal coalition on this issue, CLC members have
invested their collective influence and individual strengths to
ensure the prctection of working youth and te end child labor
exploitation on a state, federal, and international level.

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union

American
American
American
American
American

Acadeny of Pediatrics
Ethical Union

Federation of Teachers
Public Health Association
Youth Work Center

Americans for Democratic Action

Association of Farmworker Opportunity Prograns
B’nai B’rith Women

Children’s Advocacy Institute

Children’

s Defense Fund

Coalitien of Labor Union Women

Consuner

Federation of America

Defense for Children International - USA
Department of Economic¢ Research, AFL-CIO
Essential Information

Food and

Allied Service Trades Department, AFL-CIO

Frontlash

General Federation of Women’s Clubs

International Brotherhood of Teamsters

International Labor Rights Education and Research Fund

International Ladies’ Garment Workers’

Union

Jewish Labor Committee

Laber Council for Latin American Advancement
League for Industrial Democracy

Mt, Sinaili School of Medicine

National
National
National
National
National
National
National
National

Association of Social Workers

Child Labor Committee

Consumers League

Council of Senioxr Citizens

Education Association

Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council
Parent-Teacher Association

Safe Workplace Institute

People Against Dangerous Delivery

Public Employee Department, AFL-CIO
Religious Committee for Workplace Fairness
Service Employees International Union
Sacial Democrats, USA

Transportation Communications International Union
Union Label & Service Trades Dept., AFL-CIO

United Food and Commercial Workers International Union
Wamsrn e MNYwvieinmnm IMmMitead Mathadli=+ Church
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Why launch a national consumer campaign?

The Child Labor Coalition’s (CLC) national RUGMARK campaign
will raigse awareness xegarding the exploitation of children who are
working (often as bonded laborers) in the production of carpets.
Tts purpose is to mobilize U.S. consumers to support -- using their
purchasing power =- a South Asian campaign to free children from
bondage and exploitation in the tarpet industry. The campaign will
succeed because the American people have compassicn for children
and when provided with an option, prefer to buy products made
without child lakor.

What are the goals of the campaign?

* to educate consumers about the exploitation of children in the
production of carpets:

» to announce the availability of carpets with a label
indicating that they are produced free of child labor:;

¢ te urge consumers to only purchase carpets that have the
official RUGMARK label;

¢ to prod U.S. retailers to carry carpets with the label; and

' to encourage importers to self-impose a two percent surcharge
on imported carpets to be used for the establishment of
schoolg in the countries from which they inport their carpets.
This will help the transition for former child weavers fron
werK into scheools.

Why dpeggtha campaign focus on children working in the carpet

The cawpaign focuses on the carpet industry for the €follewing

Teasons:

4 - In several countries, bonded child labor is prevalent in the
carpet industry. Tt is one of the most insidious forms of
child labor exploitation and is considered slavery.

® The U.S. is a major market for carpets from South Asia. The
U.S. is expected to import 45 percent of the carpets that
India will export this year.
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¢ A coalition of non~governmental organizations (NGOs) in South
Asia have asked U.S5. consumers to suppor‘l: their efforts to
eliminate child labor exploitation in the carpet industry.

What is unigue about this campaign?

Consumers can have confidence that a product is made without
child labor. This has bheen an area of frustration for consumers ——
when quastioned, few ¢onsumers want to purchase such products, but
know they do so from a lack of options. The RUGHARK prov1des
consumers with a guarantee that a hand-knotted carpet is made free
of child labkor.

What is the objective of the trademark?

The main objective of the trademark is to initiste effective
steps toward the abolition of child labor in the carpet industry in
South Asia.

what is inveolved in the licensing process?

Carpet manufacturers who want to join the RUGMARK initiative
and become certified must:

* produce carpets that have been manufactured without any child
labor involved; and

¢  pay at least the minipum wages fixed by the government to
their enployees.

Carpet preducers can veluntarily participate in the trademark
initiative. However, the mandatory criteria mentioned above will
become legally kinding once an enterprise has committed itself to
using the trademark and becomes licensed.

P. 3
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What will the RUCMARK Campaign entail?

The crux of the campaign is grassroots effort -~ ocutreach to
local consumers, retailers, and media. The CLC is appealing to
religious, women’s and other groups to participate, mobilizing
community action throughout the country.

Groups with local and community affiliates which have pledged their
support and action on behalf of the RUGMARK Campaign:

* The Women’s Network, United Food and Compercial Workers
International Union (UFCW)

* The General Pederation of Women‘’s Clubs International.

* Women’g Divisioen, United Methodist Church.

Organizer’s Kit:
The Child Labor Coalition has prepared an Organizer’e Kit for
these groups and others which have joined the campaign. The

Organizer’s Kit is available through the National Consumers League
in. Washington, D.C,

P. 4



03/23/95 16:08 i+

Child Labor in India’'s
Export Industries

Ji?::‘._" " : ﬂ T
:'e."ffqlifi"}‘,.. —t e

Pharis J. Harvey and Lauren Riggin

v o4
‘\ iy
b ) x

| International Labor Rights Education and Research Fund |

E @ N g g
- Sy 8- o e ]




03/23/95 16:00 ()

W .
Child Labor in India's
Export Industries

Pharis J. Harvey and Lauren Riggin

-

. International Labor Rights Education and Research Fund

o
e 2 iy e L .

'.;.ﬂ'}'.

S




Trading Away the Future
"one

ath Zone includes the states of Andhra Pradesh, Kar-
erala, Tami] Nadu and the union territory of Pon-
M an estimated total of 29,1 million households in this
aillion had working children, for a total of 11.4 million
iildren. This was 27 percent of the population between
14. Roughly 80 percent of the households with working
uned less than Rs.800 per month in 1980. Three-fourths
cing children were in rural arcas. Female child workers
red male by a ratio of 1.249 to 1. (In the overall
1 in this region, boys aged B6-14 outnumbered girls
» a ratio of 1.044 to 1. This relative balance, unlike any
of India, can be attributed to better education, literacy,
nger traditional social roles for women in Kerala, and
-extent, in Tamil Nadu.) Among child laborers, 1.2
ldren were estimated to be earning a wage.

tions of child workers in the South Zone included: 28
housshold activities; 20 percent marketing activities;
family business, 17.7 percent. Among wage-earning
6 percent were employed as casual labor, 29 percent
ural labor, and the balance in other occupations. More
he children earning wages in casual iabor or agricul-
r were illiterate. All children working as cooks and
rere illiterate. A large number of those working in
ike washing, marketing, service apprenticeship and
in family businesses were educated.

tinued) .

but by age five, a serious imbalance in the other direction has
dicating very high morbidity of female children. This trend continues
0 that for the age group of 5-14, (he male/female population ratio
in the North Zone, 114.5/100 in the East Zone, 112.4/100 in the
nd 103.4/100 in the South Zone. The raties of child laberers, on
d, are seriously skewed in the other direction, as reflecicd in the
of the table.) ‘

y—

-
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R

Nature and Scope of Child Labor 11

Industries in the South Zone of concern in this study include:
silk textile in Karnataka; coir and cashews processing in Kerala;
leather tanning, matches and firewcrks in Tamil Nadu.

The Government of India estimatos that since the mational
census in 1981, population growth has approximated 25 percent.
{A census was conducted in 1991, but its results have not yet been
released.) On this basis, organizations such as the South Asia
Coalition on Child Servitude (SACCS) and others use the figure
of 55 million children under 14 who are working under conditions
that meet the definition of child labor, a number which appears
on the basis of all our investigations and study of the literature
to be a reasonable estimate.

In its 1993 update, ORG noted: "Going by the present trend,
by the turn of the twenty-first century, the actual number of child
workers in the country is expected to increase by about 50 percent
in rural areas and by over one hundred percent in urban areas. 1

Basic Causes of Child Labor

1. Poverty. In India, where one-fourth or more of the world's
child labor population lives and toils, the reasons for child labor
have been the subject of endless debate. Clearly one of thee reasons
for its persistence at a time when most countries have ended or
seriously shrunk the child labor population is the grinding poverty
of millions of India's peasants whose lives constitute a cycle of
hopelessness. Poverty breeds ignorance, which in turn perpetuates
poverty. Parents with no security except the hope that children
will care for them in old age have large families. "More hands
equals more income” is an age-old myth widely believed among
India‘s poor. Yet, each generation of poverty-stricken, illiterate
children becomes the next generation of sickly, poverty-stricken
and illiterate adults who regenerate their family's poverty by
producing large numbers of children in the vain hope of escape.
But escape through this route never happens.

"Opcraiions Research Group, 1993, Foreword, p. 1.
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Trading Away the Future

More important than the simple fact of poverty is the
)f class and caste among India's poor. Most of India's
rs are members of "Scheduled Castes," "Scheduled
* other discriminated minorities. As Dr, Mahaveer
or of the National Labor Institute’s Child Labor Cell,

lative socio-economic status of various demographic
irticularly of the 'stigmatized’ groups, has remained
:ss unaltered. This is reflected in the existing power

{(i.e. social, economic and political) in our society
not much different from what it was in the early
[ndependence. Similarly, the level of social con-
s among a large section of our population and the
family status of children and women have not
This paradoxical situation (paradoxiecal in the sense
1g this period, several aspects of our economy have
while some other crucial elements have remained
) has created a number of complex problems of a
nature and strange dimensions, particularly in
dia. The problem of child labor ig one of the bfr-
f this kind of development process in our society. 3

urther points cut that "the existence of the capitalist
duction has segmented the urban labor markets 12
ich child labor as a stigmatized group fits well."

nization without reform of traditional structures of
d occupational discrimination exacerbates economic
nd creates new opportunities for exploitation of child
nents of the newly-urbanized labor force which can

tled" castes and (ribes are those social groupings which have

by Indian law as disadvantaged by virtue of their identity, and
signed various quotas in education and public service.

tives on Child Labor in India™, paper presenied to Orientation
sor/Factory Inspectors on Child Labor, March 23-30, 1994, (Child
ional Labor [nstitute, Noida,) p. 4.

7.

Nature and Scope of Child Labor 13

be controlled through the surviving traditional structures of op-
pression.

What Dr. Jain describes with regard to urban child labor
oparates even more severely in the rural areas, where landlesas-
ness, debt bondage and marginalization of stigmatized groups
continues unabated. While the number of bonded laborers is not
certain (Kailash Satyarthi of the Bonded Labor Liberation Front
estimates that about one-fifth of all child laborers, or over ten
million, are in some form of bondage) it is almost exclusively a
phenomenon of the oppressed castes, tribes and minorities.
Children are pledged as security for debts to landlords or factory
owners that can never be repaid on the earnings of the parents;
sometimes this continues for generations. Children interviewed
for this report who had been freed from bondage sometimes
indicated that they were born bonded, and that their fathers were
also bonded, for reasons they did not know.

In the 1993 ORG study of child labor in selected industries,
socio-economic background studies of houscholds with child labor
vevealed a disproportionate number of child workers from
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other "backward castes,™
to use the unhappy phrase current in Indian social discourse. The
results of this survey are displayed in Table II. A similar set of
findings on the caste/community background of bonded labor (not
limited to child bonded labor) was published in 1989. (See Table
IIL)
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Trading Away the Future Nature and Scope of Child Labor 15
LI II. RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL BACKGROUND TABLE III: COMMUNITY/CASTE DISTRIBUTION OF
OF CHILD LABORERS (By Industry) , ~ BONDED LABOR (%) (BY STATE)
Religion Sacial Category . ; State SC ST OBC Casie Muslim Christian
Flindo
Hindn Muslim Chaist'n SC ST OBC | Olers
» Andhra 69.5 17.8 2.9 0.9 1.9 0.0
- Pradesh
55 11 399 . . . 410
Bihar 80.7 99 6.2 0.0 2.5 0.0
436 61 - s - 22 132 ' l’ Gujarat 18| 2 1.7 17| oo 0.0
Karnataka 64,7 9.6 1.7 6.0 Q.0 0.0
432 60 - 186 4 227 75
Moadhya 31.2 52.8 9.0 6.0 0.0 0.0
Pradesh
517 T - 40 42 120 322
Maharashtra 50.0 43,1 0.0 6.9 0.0 0.0
448 k]| 16 185 8 212 90 Orissa 61.5 34.9 0.3 0.4 2.9 0.0
' Rajasthan 58.8 25,0 12.2 27 0.0 0.0
&
e . 4 oo 3 - z Tamil Nadu 90.0 0.0 7.8 0.0 0.0 1.4
176 290 1 154 . 195 118 Uttar 74.0 0.9 14.2 7.5 7.4 0.0
Pradesh*
81 408 16 | e 101 Al India 61.5 | 251 6.9 2.2 2.6 0.1
SC =8cheduled Castes, ST =Schedule Tribes, OBC = Other Backward Castes
U 175 285 = 62 46 67 285 _ *Uttar Pradesh figures add up to 104 %, but authors were unable to correct the original.
Source: 8.K. Tribathy, Child Labor in India (New Delhi: Discovery Publishing

i House, 1989) p. 87. Cites National Survey on the Incidence of Bonded Labor,

luled Castes, ST = Scheduled Tribes, OBC = Other Backward Castes; quoted in ISI Report on Child Labor 1986.
wies Muslims, Christians, unless they are classified under SC, ST, cic. :
., Child Labor in Different Industries: Consolidated Report, 1993, Table 3.
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Trading Away the Future

uusl{m sisters in Nagpur, aged 6 to 16, roll 20,000
e-sticks per day for less than $1.65 total income.

Nature and Scope of Child Labor 17

3. Distorted Development. The third major reason why child
labor is perpetuated in certain regions in India has to do with
development schemes which put certain populations at risk, oxr
the blocking of such schemes where they might relieve the
conditions of people who are sending their children into industries
nearby. There is some evidenco that, in the case of the Sivakasi
area of Tamil Nadu, politically powerful match factory owners
have blocked development schemes to provide irrigation for

farmers in the region in order to sustain the "surplus child labor'".

population due to endemic drought. Sivakasi lies in a drought-
prone area, which is ideal for match-making, but harsh for
farmers. -

The abject poverty of the people, coupled with uncultivable
land, forces the workers to accept minimal wages for their
employment in the mateh industries. People's dependence
on this income and their readiness to aceept it provides the
employers the opportunity to (fgploit the labor by paying low
wages to get the work done.

Smitu Kothari, a social activist who has investigated the condi-
tions in Sivakasi since 1983, told Myron Weiner from the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology that child labor in the area

"is the result of development. We have a policy that makes

it impossible for people to be absorbed in the labor force.

Government neglected to develop irrigation in the Sivakasi

area, so it fgmains poor and the children inevitably become

laborers.”

According to Kothari, various proposals for irrigation schemes
in the district were rejected by the.government "because employers
do not want to develop the region Bf;ilce they want to be able to
employ local pedple at low wages."

1‘SChild Labor Cell, National Labor Institute, Child Labor in the Match
Industry of Sivakasi, 1993, p. 10.

lﬁMymn Weiner, The Child and the State in India, (Princeton, N. J.:
Prince;_}_m University Press, 1991) p. 44.

Mibia,
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Trading Away the Future

zhese, an advocate before the Indian Supreme Court
fully argued a Jandmark 1891 case on the constitution-
ucation, told the authors this pattern persists in other
11, A forthcoming study of his, due to be published in
)4, will document, he noted, the same politically
g in development schemes elsewhere. For example,
District of Bihar State, a predominantly tribal area
t drought-stricken district in the country, a huge dam
that drains water out of the disirict for use in non-
elsewhere. On paper there are n number of irrigation
he district, but Verghese notes that in reality not one
tion project has been built. This turns Palamau district
ment area for child labor in carpet factories in nearby
1sh state.
bad, near Agra, where glass is manufactured involving
sands of child laborers, children come primarily from
aste and Muslim families that have been blocked from
1d in land reform schemes, Verghese also expressed
at the controversial Narmada River Dam project
v the World Bank will cause a vast increase of child
the children of the tens of thousands of tribal families
displaced by the dam.

ption and Complacency. Interacting with these
ctors is official neglect and worse. The ORG study in
)compromising in its charges of official misconduct:
susness, almost bordering on sadism, on the part of
; officials is the mfén reason for the exacerbation of
ps of child labor".

forcement of laws prohibiting and/or regulating child
to many causes in addition to callousness., Enforce-
ded by lawy; some inspectors enforce the [Factories
enforce the Child Labor Act. The National Labor
hild Labor Cell, carrying out seminars on child labor

wmary of ORG Report, p. 3.

Nature and Scope of Child Labor 19

for enforcement officials, discovered that many inspectors are
gimply uninformed about laws outside the narrow scope of those
they are charged to enforce. .

[Purther, corruption is rampant. Surprise inspections are seldom
carried out; inspectors tend to be treated royally by factory owmners
and to thrive on the side bencfits, Dr. Jain's staff noted that,
unlike the staff of the National Labor Institute, most enforce ‘znent,
officials attending their seminars own their own automol_nles.

The lack of enforcoment is indicated by the fact that until 1994
there had not been a single conviction under the Child Labor Act

of 19886.

5. Lack of Education Requirements and Facilities. According
to Professor Weiner, however, the most basic cause of child _labor
is the failure of the education system in India. Educatif)n is not
compulsory. For millions of Indian children, education is simply
unavailable. Even where schools exist, toachers have often not
been assigned, Where they have been aasigned, they are Ere.que.ntly
not teaching or are so poorly prepared that there is little
educational content. And where they are teaching, textbooks, note
pads, slate boards and other supplies are in ghort supply . I‘n some
cages, as we discovered on our pilgrimmage through back villages,
the teachers who are assigned by the government do not even
speak the local language of instruction.

These deficiencies are maost pronounced in areas of gx:eat
paverty, or of deprived caste or minority populgtion concentration.
The government, which has equipped India with some of the-most
advanced research facilities in the world, gives little attention to

asic primary education for the masses.
P 'l‘hg res ulty is that a very low percentage of India's scho 01—.51 g.ed
children are attending school. While no reliable national statistics
are available (Ministry of Education statistics are notoriously
unreliable, since they are the product of layers of estimates, each
one generated by bureaucrats needing to show high enrollment
at histher level) surveys conducted in Uttar Pradesh and
Karnataka show a dropout rate by the fourth grade of 60 to 65
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Trading Aw:zy the Future

' For the dropouts, and for the mostly poor and
-caste children who never enroll in school, work is the
ntly-available alternative.

irt Promotion. Finally, in recent years, a new impetus
bor has appeared, the promotion of export industries.
1@ Shah of Iran banned child labor in the carpet industry
atry. This caused a great decline in the Iranian share
:rnational carpet market which India moved quickly
. In 1976, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi inaugurated
raining center for child weavers under the auspices of
dia Handicrafts Board. By 1980, India's share of the
2 of carpets had increased significantly.

onally, carpet weavers were mostly adults and their
cated in the Kashmir area; however the rush to produce
1d greater numbers of carpets for an expanding world
the late 1970s and 1980s led to a basic shift in the labor
r this industry. Increasing numbers of children were
as the lacale for producing Kashmiri carpets expanded
raditional areas of the north to eastern Uttar Pradesh
Varanasi, located near poverty-stricken rvegions of Bihar
a states with a huge "labor surplus" of exploitable

ir move i8 underway today in the silk industry. Targeted
th industry by India's newly export-conscious govern-
culture and silk weaving have developed rapidly in
rs in rural Karnataka state and slsewhere. World Bank
e bankrolled the process; children have provided the
f this new work force.

nstone industry provides another example. A significant
[ndia's gemstones are imported as rough stones, polished
bor and exported as faceted jewels. While traditionally,
one industry was based on native products, in recent
18 relied almost exclusively on imported goods, Why to

r, 1991, p. 71-74,

-~

Nature and Scope of Child Labor 21

India for polishing and export? Cheap, exploitable child labor
trainable by a large core group of master gem-polishers.

The same could be said of cashew processing in Kerala. India
grows a small portion of the cashews it produces and exports; most
come from Africa, But Indian child labor is readily available for
the labor-intensive process of shelling and packing.

Building on poverty, caste prejudice, official noglect, corruption
and the failures of the education system, Indin's growing export
orientation adds one more pressure to tolerate and foster, rather
than alleviate and eliminate, child labor. Without intervention,
children will continue to be sacrificed at the altar of the "national
interest.”

. Review of Literature on Child Labor in India

The authors identified a significant number of studies consisting
of ILO reports, industry or regional sample surveys, reports
commissioned by the Government of India but conducted by private
organizations, and a handful of books and articles from various
journals and magazines. (For the full list of sources reviewed,
please see the bibliography at the end of the book.) Regional and
industry-specific case studies, authored by Indian institutes or
by independent Indian scholars, comprise the bulk of the
literature. A number of them were conducted in 1979 or shortly
thereafter in response to the U.N.'s promotion of the International
Year of the Child. Consequently, their time span is somewhat
Narrow.

This literature is extensive but provides, at best, a snapshot
of the magnitude, causes, and consequences of child labor in India.
Despite the existence of a number of particular sectoral or regional
studies, comprehensive data and substantive analysis are in short
supply.The case studies provided enough information. £to construct
a Child Worker Profile Table comparing age, wages, hours, and
family background information on those surveyed. The table was
somewhat difficult to construct because of inconsistencies in the
presentation of data among the various studies,

Extensive field research brought perspective to the findings
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Trading Away the Future

arature, the quantitative and qualitative limitations of
: discussed below. In general, while they lacked elements
hensiveness, consistency and analysis which would have
1 more valubable for ocur purpeses, they provided an
foundation for Harvey's field research. Each author
. to have made a strong effort to acquire and report as
ormation as possible under circumstances that often
or only partial data to be uncovered.
itative Aspects. With the exception of one comprehensive
ommissioned in 1980 and pl&blished in 1983 by the
ns Research Group in Bamda,2 every case study focused
le city, neighborhood, or industrial district or on a group
ed industries. Research methodology was virtually
for each study and consisted of surveying a sample group
:s and/or child laborers numbering anywhere {rom one
te over one thousand subjects. Data was collected
casual interviews with child workers, parents, and, in
es, employers, and presented in a series of tables.
se there is so little national data on the incidence and
‘Indian child labor, researchers have been forced to rely
1981 census data as a comparative base for their studios.
lted in several problems. First, data collection techniques
 mimic those for the census and findings rarely extended
ummary demographic information regarding the child
ulation itself. For example, several studies emphasized
on family debt, family income, child labor contributions
income, and number of families living below the official
ine. Too often, these statistics were presented in a way
vertently may lead readers to conclude that poverty is
cause of child labor in India when, in fact, poverty is
atic of the political and socio-economic conditions that
te child labor. Tor the most part, these causes are not
d by the studies we examined.
d, some of the studies unintentionally lent credibility to

. Khatu, A. K. Tamang and C, R. Rao, Working Children in
cit,

Nature and Scope of Child Labor 23

some of the child labor myths originating from faulty census data,
particularly myths regarding male/female child labor ratios.
Census results lead to the conclusion that male child workers
outnumber female child workers when, in fact, the opposite is true.
The gross underestimation of female child workers results from
a failure to examine those children who are not working in
registered factories and workshops, as well as those who are not
engaged in "economically productive” work. Female children are
the least likely to earn wages or to work outside the home.
Although several of the case studies emphasized family labor, they
were primarily based on child labor that could be witnessed and
documented through interviews. The male/female ratios were
invariably skewed and few studies contained any qualifying
statements to correct the resulting misperception.

Third, except for the individual industry studies, the literature
provided few detailed occupational breakouts of child 1abor. Most
were more likely to offer broad-brush estimates of children working
in the service, manufacturing, and agricultural sectors because
this method allows for comparison with similar census data. A
few studies listed the various occupations in which the children
were engaged but provided no corresponding figures.

Fourth, while the survey methoda and topics were fairly con-
pistent, the data they yield is presented in such differing ways
that it i8 consequently difficult to piece the findings into a more
comprehensive comparative analysis, The attached Waorxker Profile
Table represents our best attempt to pull together some of the
findings.

On the whole, the quantitative data is best used for reaching
broad conclusions regarding wages, hours, and incidence of child
labor, and for identifying problem areas for further statistical
study. Areas recommended for further study include: physiological
and psychological effects of child labor, nationwide ind ustry-specific
studies, and gender-specific studies, and labor law enforcement
studies.

Qualitative Aspects. The text in most studies was primarily a
deseriptive summary of the data. However, these studies provide
enough case-specific narrative to support assumptions that the
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Trading Away the Future

tion of Indian children for profits is systematic, pervasive,
ntransigent feature of an old agrarian feudal order that
n successfully transferred.tc the manufacturing sector.
. the studies covered enough regions to conclude that child
>blems are similar thoughout most of India and that some
3 can, therefore, be applied universally. At the same time,
investigating possible solutions are painfully few in the
e, except for those which address rehabilitation efforts
to individual children. Ounly one study (of the carpet
7} provided analysis of the industry's infrastructure and
ontributes to furthering child labor.
ugh the reports provide the only information available
conditions, the findings in this regard are incomplete
they lack detail and are based on children who, on the
ave been interviewed at the work site, and thus cannot
eely. Several of the surveys elicit "yes and no" responses
g job satisfaction and abuse by employers. Not surprising-
slaints registered in this area were minimal. Actual
e of abuse is difficult to gauge among children who live
f their employers. The degree to which efforts were made
e interviews in a less fearful environment is uncertain.
hrisks and conditions are covered by several studies but,
e findings are based primarily on responses from children
in no position to determine the physical and mental toll
on them by their work, and with a minimum of
ating information from health professionals. Most children
le to articulate health problems beyond complaints such
and pains in their joints, breathing difficulties, persistent
7, or-cuts and burns, Not surprisingly, studies tended to
the same complaints regardless of region or industrial
/e came across only one in-depth medical study addressing
eavers in Mirzapur-Bhadohi,
. from summaries of past legislation, there is a particularly
ng absence of information on the role of local, state and
government in exacerbating, preventing or regulating
or. Although it is abundantly evident that enforcement
abor laws is severely lacking, there was little investigative

research into why and few interviews with government officials.
Also lacking was a systematic study of judicial efforts to seek
prosecution of violators, which might have surfaced a better
understanding of the structure of neglect and collusion among
factory owners and regulators.

Finally, only a few industry-specific case studies have been
made, predominantly in the carpet, gemstones, glass, brass and
silk handloom industries. Several industries in which thie authors
found significant levels of child labor have not been studied yet
in India. These include furniture, shoes, and silk thread, among
others. A few industry-specific studies focus on industries of little
export significance to the United States, including bidi-making
and matches. Abuse in these industries is so egregious that we
have included them in this study in spite of their current negligible
export status. Thisis particularly true of the match and fireworks
industry. ,

Tables IVA, B, C and D, on the following pages summarize the
major findings of the individual case studies.

|
|

Nature and Scope of Child Labor 25 ‘
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Trading Away the Future

nellmg brass plate in Moradabad [from NLI,
ld Labor in the Brassware Industry)

eath."ﬁG Other occupational hazards are listed by
s Research Group 1993 report:
 engaged in brassware molding have to sit in

-
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a particular position for 6 te 7 hours continuously. They sit

with bended lenses (sic) and only feet specially toes and heels,

touch the land with the result the blood circulation behind

lenses ig affected. That is why children complain of persistent

pain in their legs after working for 2-8 years. The area around

ankles become very thin. Those who are engaged in polishing

suffer from respiratory disease because of inhaling of particles

of acid,

The vast majority of child laborers in hrasaware are from Muslim
families, whose parents work also in (h g brassware industry. Almost
all the families were totally illiterate. 2 Children work 8-10 hours
per day with one day off per week, usually Friday. Average income
per child was Rs.174.22 per month (US$5.26) in 1993, About 10.56
percent of children were unpaid workers, 21.62 percent of workers'
monthly income was less than Rs.100; 37.62 percent earned between
Rs. lﬂg -200 per month and 16.51 percent earned between Rs.200-
300.,°

No studies have been conducted on the copper industry, which
is engaged in several locations in Tamil Nadu and elsewhere in
the production of statuary and icons for export. However, the
processes are similar, and the temptations for child labor
involvement are the same: exploitable, cheap, and controliable
workers who will put in long hours without complaint.

2. Hand-knotted Carpets

Although carpets rank a distant third among exports to the
U.S,, it is the single most researched industry regarding employ-
ment of child labor. The top five carpet export products to the
U.S. are either hand-loomed, hand-knotted or hand-hcoked, and
all involve child labor. A 1992 Mirzapur study estimated that child
labor accounts for approximately 26 percent of profits. A reputation
for unscrupulous recruitment of village children and a comparatively

SLoRG, Child Labor in Different industries, 1993,0p. cit,, p. 66.
32 ORG, ibid., pp. 21-22.
S30RG. 1993, p. 56.
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Trading Away the Fuiure

TABLE VIII: Carpet Industry Work

[

US STAGES IN THE CARPET MAKING PROCESS
OWING WHERE CHILDREN ARE EMPLOYED

heep rearing Children & Adults
thasing of Wool Adutles
¢ 1o Manufaciurer Adulrs

reing of Woel Children ﬁ:‘ Achilts
aking of balis Women & Children
of loom & placing of Adults
kabli en top

Weaving Children & Adults

oming of carpei

Adults

_Binding Children & Adults
_Washing Children & Adulis
Clipping Children & Adulis
Packing Children & Adults

pla & Voll, Young Hands at Work: Child Labor in India

: of bonded child labor have attracted social activists
earchers to the industry. Virtually all carpets are
xport either by state-owned or privately owned export

w Delhi and Bombay.

xception of Andhra Pradesh, weaving centcrs are
ughout Northern India as shown in the map on page
Bhadohi, Varanasi, and Jainpur in Uttar Pradesh
most productive centers. This region is often referred
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Child Labor in Export Industries 69

te as the "carpet belt" because it produces 80 percent of carpets
and employs more workers than any other local industry. The
Jammu-Kasghmir region produces about 6 percent of carpets and
employs about 36 percent of the state's working population (40
percent of which are children.) The production unite that pepper
the outskirts of Jaipur, Rajasthan are known to employ child labor
as well.

History, Carpete provide an interesting ease stady in the link
between child labor and government sponsored exports promotion.
Indian carpets first took off as an export industryin 1975 when
[ranian carpets lost significant export market. shares. It is widely
believed that Irvan forfeited its competitive edge when economic
restructuring banned female and child labor, forcing up wages.
Presented with a window of opportunity, the Indian government
set out to capture the unclaimed shares through export promotion
programs that included low-interest loans, deferred payment on
supplies, export credits, and training programs to attract young
weavers.

Under the purview of the All India Handicrafts Board and State
Export Corporations, these training centers develeped into low-cost
production units employing children as young as six who were
paid nothing more than a monthly stipend. By 1981 30,000 children
below age 15 were laboring at 600 government sponsored training
centers. Export volumes rose neariy five-fold from 1974 tc 1983
and have remained an important source of foreign currency ever
since, Today India ranks among the top carpet exporters worldwide,
and the Iranian experience continues to be raised as an argument
against the abolition of child labor in India.

Production System. Widely dispersed production protects the
industry from labor laws applying only to registered factories in
the formal sector. Intense public scrutiny has also caused the
industry to "burrow underground.” Indeed, carpet production has
become so fragmented in recent years that it is virtually impossible
to regulate. In addition to the scattering of loom sheds to
increasingly rural areas, specialized workshops have emerged for
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Trading Away the Future

dyeing, and other finishing tasks. In Varanasi only five
production cccurs in registered factories, Instead, informal
ically employ less than 10 people.

timately 2,000 export houses (primarily in Bombay and
mopolize the carpet industry and cater to consumer
n the U.S. (the largest market), Germany, and Great
here is no direct contact between exporters and weavers.
control the industry by commanding capital flow through
‘commissioned agents reaching all the way to the village
he case of rural production units, there may be as many
srmediaries between the exporter and the weavers. In
ith feudal tradition, it ia the politically influential, land-
ass (with no tradition of carpet weaving) that figures
tly among middlemen and loom-shed owners. Child labor
r B. N. Juyal refers to these individuals as "carpeteers.”

sing an export order typically occurs as follows:

horter dnannfactirer provides export orders, designs, raw
and loans to a variety of small-scale loomowners. Typical-
ire several middle-men between the exporter and the
oy,

m awner and br agent executes the order by recruiting
iring and delivering supplies, and delivering the finished
» the exporter. In return, he exacts a commission from
tributed to weavers on behalf of the exporter.

1ster weaver oversees the production process. He may
‘worker, self-employed, or own a family-run operation.
; a8 much ag 25 percent commission from child weavers
inder him. Contrary to popular belief, 70 percent of
re hired labor and are not working for their own families,
alf are migrants from other states or regions.

peavers are typically male, and usually began as a child.
come from a traditional carpet-weaving family (usually
r may have begun as a hired migrant worker. The
vork as hired labor and do not own looms. The adult
rns piece-rate income based on square yards completed.
ur, earnings average approximately Rs.349 a month,

percent of the average wholesale cost to the foreign

55

Child Labor in Export Industries P

:

) ‘j ow : Ty, ".‘ ;"-“
Bonded carpet workers in Mirzapur district. {From Anti-
Slavery International, Children in Bondage)
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Trading Away the Future

One 4' X 6' carpet of moderately fine
vers about 24 days to complete. Non-
:avers may spend ten days a month
>m owners also loan money to adult
e worker to his employer and prevent-
vages elsewhere. Entive villages may
immediate employer.

usty. Child labor is involved at almaost
including pre-processing for weaving
tween 300,000 and 500,000 children
in the industry, a large percentage
rly 80 percent of children are engaged
er common tasks for children include
ng, knotting, cutting, washing, and
re documented in Table VII,
predominantly male. Training begins
> of one year or more at approximately
han study indicated that children of
irn knotting as early as age five, and
som every day. After about one year,

rity of children are not trained in
"hired” in the informal sector either
ily-owned business located in their
1g centers were reportedly cut back
parents were removing their children
:hem in the centers where they receive
nds became an end in itself, testimony
1 longterm economic investment in
‘or survival in the short term. Other
to be sending their own children to
. other children to work their looms.
. the Mirzapur district interviewed
rease in dropout rates and a decrease
-which they attributed to the training

2
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L

" centers. The Rajasthan Government still runs a training center

where children toil approximately six hours a day and are paid
very little. Their carpets are sold through the Rajasthan Export
House,

Wages. Child carpet weavers fall into one of the following five

categories:
* unpaid children working on family looms;
* unpaid children working with adult family wage-earners;

* hired children working as unpaid apprenctlceS'

* wage-earning hired children.

* unpaid children in bonded conditions, ecither kidnapped or
"purchased" from families,

Although children typically acquire knotting/weaving skills within
six months, the transition from unpaid apprentice to paid wage
earner ig totally arbitrary and may be drawn out for several years.
Like adults, children are paid per square yard. This piece-rate
payment system induces children to work long hours, ignoring
their fatigue. Wages are cut for slight defects or if the ¢carpet fails
to sell. Children who receive food and clothing from their employers
have it deducted from their wages. In addition, 15 percent of looms
are idie and 50 percent underutilised at any given time because
of delays in work order and supplies.

Work conditions. Poor work conditions abound in carpet loom
sheds. Potable water often is unavailable. Children work in damp
pits situated in the middle of the loom. These pits may stay filled
with water during the monsoon season. Food is woefully 1nadequat&
a few chapatis, onions, and salt. It is a common practice in the
industry to keep child workers hungry so they will stay awake
and work Jonger hours. Children sleep on the ground next to their
loom or in cramped rooms next to the shed. Often, they are expected
to perform extra work for which they are not paid, including
domestic chores and running personal errands for the owners. After
working ten or eleven hours a day, they must clean out the shed
and set up for the next day's work. Reports of severe beatings
and even torture are common. One study showed 30 to 35 percent
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LL over r the wrkl ‘women face |

ar pmblelu» inadequate

child care, lowpaid jobs, unemploy- |

ment, domestic violence, poor repre-

sentation, inadequate. health care,

efc. According to UNDP, women are

the largest excluded group of the
world.

The Fourth World Conference on
Women, to be held in Beijing, Chi-
na, in September 4-15-1995, would
be looking for local solutions from a
global perspective. Thousands of |
women and men from mund the
world will meet there.

Parvez Babul

access to” quality family planning. Gonally. But “after the previous Un- *

One fifth of all pngnauuﬂ ln ﬂe— ited  Nations erences 'on
ping cc i | Women, many governments have |
and | d Even more disturbi; special  offices for

is the fact that many Asian mmnl women's issues and mciud:d women
are aborting b of prefe ! o5 a key comp in devel

for males. Evenmmdusmahud pohﬂestnhnssquwlmaselhe
countries like America, gender dis-~ number of women decision makers. |

crimination in health care is responsi- . Women activists haw been wqulr-

Women And Beijing Inltlatlve

leaders to do ']'hcymllfoms"_on

Letters

cleven critical areas of
Prverty, «Education, Health, Vno-
lence against, women, Eﬂcct of.
armed conflict, Economic structures |

| and policies, Incqual:tyo!meuandl

w:men. Gender equality, Women's |
human ngh:s Medna and Environ- |
ment. =

The gaals ‘of the forward-looking |
ies which are intended to be|

bkfmth:duulo[nwmudaofu ing the man and
womer. . .. -skills needed to move Emmthctm
square to the bargaining table, from |

wﬂ[aucuhowwumens lives have

over the past decade and
take steps to keep issucs of concern
to women high on the international |

Since 1975 the International Year
and Decade of women and the re-
|/levant Conferences following. the
year there is increased is awareness
that women and their childrens status |
have a profound impact on the well-
being of nations.

The, Beijing conference will assess
how the 1985 Nairobi Conf

now constitute 40 per cent !heapectzon gallery to the conven-
y : tion.centre,” says, Sharon Capeling- .
Healti Organization (WHO) pro-' ajakija, Dmfw UNIFEM wu.m-

jects ‘that, .more than 13 million 1
women wil be infected with HIV or _ Progress however is uncven : the,

AIDS virus by the 2000, About Proportion of women pnrlmmenla--
14 millio OPMY:;““ wﬂm rians worlmdesd.mpped from" 12. 5.
Actually “th of per cent in 1975 to 10.1 per cent in|
AT [Pl goniag mn"‘m""““m 1993: As of November 1993 there|
Soan ion to region. They Were six female l'beadsofgavcrnmtl
only Eﬂ:rt i‘:ﬁ,‘sit;tym iAbey ‘and only cight of the 184 mcmbetl

Women As Workers ; Women now  States of the United Nations had

mpkmen!ed by the year 2000, are
deliberately ambitious. In the lepl
domain they include equal rights for,
women, the abolition of slavery and
pmmtumn Establishing a legal
nnmnm age for marriage and

female infanticide. ‘At the |
maipohcylevel the stratgegies call
for access by all women to maternity
I.cavc mlernal heallh care, famnly

and

and to increase national health
budgets.

Governments are asked to develop

represent 41 per cent of all workers  ¥Omen permanent rep 5.

\ m developed countries and 34 per Women's representation at the|

W,

themes have fared in the light of the |
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TRI[INU JOWUGC Lyasnic world a2 s whole, In fact, the
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10} w0 padesp axd ask for total elimination of Muslims, Which
41 il 3oa ves oys of two ways: (i) by either the West declanng
‘BIUTY uislam or rhe Islamic world (in theory plausible and
Jatuoy paindsip iiple from the West's point) or (ii) destroying small |
-yds sauno) Fhinorities wherever they. exist, (ethnic cleansing |
-a5223” pasod by the Serbs, does not, on analysis, seem a solitary '
JARY Inq gwlﬂf aggression and genocide).
maipqitn’ oree pretending to forget that since the advent of Islam
+a0ds padiem sthe very orbit a Christian cylture and world, then in |~
-39U3pudaPl crysades were a logical follow-up to the hostility |

"ISAERD 3y
o) mnpusis; what Christians came to regard as alien and 'a:lu-|

- 12 mon p..mmdas whatever the immediate cause of them, was |

ueaw uoney this attitude towards Islam, at its core. The hated Turk |
PIES [DUNC be eliminated lock, stock and' barrel. Subterraneanu

hanges the world has seen over the |
past decades. The Nairobi themes
were Equality, Development and
Pe

ace.
At Beijing, delegates from United
Nations member countries will look
at recent trends affecting the status |
of women with an eye to the future. |
They will review how women have |
fared in the areas of health, :duca—'
tion, emgployment, family life, poli-| |
tics and human rights, Durmg the
‘past 20 years, disparities between|
men and women, north and south, |

‘|rural and urban, rich and poor.l

continue 1o concern women every
where. Unfortunately, progress has'
not been felt by women at all levels'
of society, particularly at the grass
roots level. The purpose of the con-
ference is not to emphasize the dif-|
ferences between countries or re-'
gions, but to use the diversity as a|
source of strength and unity. All are
going to share their different cxpen-
ences in order to take action for 2
better world.

The conference will focus on per- |

still earn on cabinet level is less than half that in|
a\remgg 30 to 40 per cent less than ‘national legislative bodies. 100 cous- |

tries do not have women in parlia- |
e e o e e et o 11 St oyt

developing countries hm a belie::

for the pi ion of child!

care and to start r.ampmgm for nqunl
sharing of domestic responsibil

The percentage of women in poh-_

tics and management is to be in-

creased. There is a call for legislation

to prevent violence against women |
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Rallway Compartment
Numbering
Sir,

Bmgladesh-Ratlway authority has '

marked the compartments (Bogie) of
tall' Inter-city trains serially with
Bangla alphabet-Ka, Kha, Ga, Gha
and so forth. No. doubt, it gives a
good advantage to the passengers to
find the respective bogie from the
starting station. The passenger get

enough time to get in to the train. |

own feet. Was]ungmn also provided
massive economic aid to her arch
enemy Moscow after The end of the

. ocold war,
The sufferings of the people o‘l‘
+ Irag-due to months long indiscrimin- |
,ate bombings by the US Air Force
iduring the Gulf War were by no |
|means ‘of lesser proportion than
cries and sorrorws of the:
Jap and the G during
World War 11..But we wonder why
Iraq which is a no match for the

It is“however, observed that the.l mighty USA is bemg subjected to

Bangla alphabet somelimes creates
confusion in hearing while the trains -
i The

for an
mdeﬁmt: period at the cost of untald
of the poor and mal-

halt at some
and running passengers make hurry
in getting into. the train and run to
“and for to find the desired bogie. The
slsn-boa:d 15 nol always ready to

'nourished Iragis 7

Iraq has expiated heavily for h:r.
attack on Kuwait. Moreover, Kuwait
+ has been llbemled and Baghdad has

. Pa through & en

ter into other
Even if any atfendant is asked at tl:e
nm of hurry, the pronounciation

lower-paid jobs.
Women  are cnt:ring non- record of womens. g
traditional (12 per cent) than I!'le

be ' industrialized nations (9 per cent). |

:::'I: o m:t mmﬁm'.’:’i At the intemational leyel “‘“"’"“‘h
and fi | United Nations, the situation e:|
disc ing. Al the end of

workingconditions. Mthough lhcy i iy
usually bear the costs of setting up 1203 SIX Of the most influential|
informal activities, they often mm Ipoaluom in the United Nations sys-|
over the benefits to the male mem- | '™ Were held by women. The
bers of the family. W, wrk. Secretary-Geperal has committed:
w ¢ 'himself to achieve a 50-50 ratio of|

o 19'15 women occupied 16 per
gunlofmemmmeUmzd

| Nations Secretariat. In June 1993 it|
has taken @ dramatic tum for. the || ' was 31.3 per cent. They now consti-
worse, Women are living longer lnm:ll tule Io‘ushly 15 per cent of all poell
have less support from families, h lisas

and el female ci )

Stronger Focus On  Human |
Rights : Violence, rape, torture, |
humiliation, anger and anguish are |

all too familiar to women around the | Passenger

world. But silence of the world com-
munity in the face of women’s rights
violations has been almost deafen-
ing. But we should remember that

. women’s human rights are the same

as men’s human rights and without
human degnity a human being is no
different from an animal.

Women's human rights have also
gained increasing recognition in re-
cent years. Violence against women
was not even mentioned in the 1979

Banks nd Taihers, Th W 066 -] B OpesR|
general rise in male migration as well | ?;ﬁ‘ as Wd to 5 per ceat |n|

as overall unemployment trends. The| ~ 7" developing  countries!

number of rural women living in|, e ihe main peovidars ofl
poverty nearly doubled over'the past| Wnﬁm water for !':ﬂr Cll:llesl
20 years. Today women constitute at| ;4 are now recogaized as being atl
least 60 per cent of the world 8 O0€|, the forefront of eavironmental pre-|

billion rural poor. Poverty is also: servation  cloits,

it was not gender
recognized as -a  human . rights
problem.

Women's non-governmental orga-
nization (NGOs) attended the 1993
World Cenference on Human nglm
in Vienna. At Vienna, women's
groups were vnde&y \newed as I.hc
best org; 4 and most infl

apparent in the fact that are is b difinition das!
more and more female' headed! “l]}w?y af E’:ﬁn 1 =

.ates do tend to surface, pust | | sistent problems common to women | -

Sapzme loped ho::hm . i 5 mdi from all pu: u[l;l:rﬂobe[ A dis-|

lm‘lﬂﬂl num: of women are

53 orJugh highly incompatible with the modern liberal outlook (of | | Ziter unemployed or working in the

“thcwmand\ﬂ’mdemmwynlhebmmle}and i,nj?rma]mofﬂw . En-

-21 ¢ -ism, the unfortunate fact is that the West which is p iron | degradation is hitting
women hard.

[213u° Christian and ‘the Islamic world of today are dangetous‘ly
Jtg apart. And unless the newly fuelled Western fear of -

s, list Islam is “h

ged into an attitude’ of conciliation

u'm&ed out with serious diplomatic and political efforts made by the |
n an eventual bloody conflict cannot be wholly ruled out. |

This may sound too alarmist but
2rsists in its present attitude to llhm
verybody be d), the line d

may be inevitable if the West .
Fonhe\\‘m hythewny.(lr-!'

Violence against women while re-
ceiving greater attention than ever
before continues and in some places
has intensified.

Education: Encouraging Trends :
In many parts of the world, girl
children receive less education, less
food and less health care than boys.

d is getting i

Muals lists and

1 blnrred.mdehmsasawho]e_ f

:pmmunityse:mmhmﬁewm_éawptofthcmm\\i’ul

Muslims other than fund: i
Mgena to Iran and Sudan. and much

S 6 S I W SRS Pt i &

are forced to conclude. From
of Egypt, the Wmsfenr‘nndu

— e

A ding to WHO, one sixth of all
female infant deaths in Bangladesh,

India and Pakistan are due to neglect
and discrimination. Children’s health |
and child mortality rates are affected |
.much more by a mother's schooling '

About one fifth of all! npeaa!wlswhormonu:ndam
. b between women and men in all;
dwide and the figure is fising. area5. As such, they will figure prom- |
In rural of Africa and the' jnently in the asscssments being!
Caribbean, the proportion is higher.| yndertaken for Beijing. |
According to UNFPA, wemen abul The gender perspective has,
make up nearly Iuifcfth: interna-

g |  piready an impact on the restructur-
tional ‘migrant population. ing of the United Natioos. In early|
Many female households heads are | 1993 g new department was created. |
‘migrant workers. These womes| The Department for Polw)' Coor-|

generally send more money to their and S

Mmmmmmmm; ment which is rupow‘lnhw for
Yet they tend to suffer double triple | overseeing the Beijing Conference is |
or fourfold discrimination based cn | sy 1o ensure integrated de- |
their sex, g;ﬂ;eplaoe class and V:lopmenl through positive g:nder|
natural or inevitable, TheE.tecume :

households are female headed worl-

The 1995 Conference will adopt a.

in official proceedings: Through that
conference, the United Nations Con-
ferences on Environment and De-
velopment in Rio de Janciro and the
three i world fi

women have.learned they can have |
an impact not only on policies in
their own countries, but also on
international legislation. That poten-
tial will again be unleashed at Beijing
Conference, which comes after a.
series of more than two decad,

fused—Ka or Kha, Cha or
Chha Ta or Tha etc. and as such’

“every Bangla letter creates some

confusion. It is mentionable that no
railway engme pulls more than 20/
at a time.

Therefore; T would like to suggest
that the railway authority should,
porder the facts and look into the|
possibility of introducing English|
alphabet. A.B.C.D. etc. instead of|
Bangla. This may dispel the confu-
sion of hearing and identifying the
correct letters specifying the number;
of railway compartment.
Md. Saquee Hussain, Institute
of Community Ophthalmology,!
Phartali, Chittagong.

Eradication Of|
Corruption
\ T
Sir.

It is needles to mention that cor-

ruption has become a national prob-

lem in our country. Corruption is like |

amofdmgaédmmorc\fcn
worse than that. Because in the

gnty .md the territorial, in-
| 1egnty of Kuwail.

We feel there is no jmnﬁmlon for |
continuation of the UN economic
sanctions against Iraq for the sake of
justice and humanity.

| We would request the US leaders
for a change of heart and to treat the

| Iragis as the Germans and Jamm:uf
were - trealed after Woﬂd War I1.

We would also request ‘the US
leaders to kindly not to min the
market economy with  trade
embargo.

'O.H. Ka'bi.t,ﬁxal;a. i
Freezing Prospect

Sir, >
According to a news item carried
by you, dcientists assert that the,
world is getting colder. To us who
are now simmering in the sweltering
heat wave and spell of Chaitra, it
may seem increadible an amusing;
but _a survey of ratures
lhmuﬂlom the world 1mt mplmd
has d the
tion that the average ten:peratu:e
has gone down around the world
during the last fifteen years. Scien-
tists will discuss and debate the
reasons for the fall in that atmos-

former case an addicted person can pheric temperature. While some be-
be cured of his addiction through jicve that the experiments with space |
proper treatment, but in the latter | rockets and the frequency of power- |
case it is absolutely incurrable. Cor- | ful jet supersonic aircraft and rock-
ruption destroys morality of any kind - etes flying at high altitudes iay have |
and diverts talent 'of a person not | | upset the deffcate heat balance of the
towards the welfare of the country or | globe; others guess that 'natural
people but to making fortune of | capses linked to the sun’s activity
mnmllmwummseo{ may prove to be the key factor

work on human rights, populamh
and social development. |

- The conference will also mark a
new stage in the long process o[
improving the status of women, |
Vemna ol‘ ﬂle lhm prmoua Unv

| and th ‘,I'e-l ponsible for this. And the import
tards the development proces: of a I mo{meguneyuumthefwthai
country, as is happening to ours. The | the altered atmosphoric $pectru
problems has reached a stage where, | mmd;pm:mhmdcmp)ﬁdﬁ
I am afraid any solution as suggested | and affects the production of fodder
by Husne Ara Khan (letter published | for animals.

in these column on 02.03.95) can | wm:homermmguuummeuu



by

* language, the

s within the corrent social set-up as well s projecting |

3 .h'wﬂ@-mwfﬁdﬂs

R

'Mu.‘

Conf

Mihelelwﬂldlﬁerm

pltd—
mm»m'
and sbuse, their lack of
mummm

Women constitute & minority in
mmdmrnddemm
making both nati y and interna- -

- Political Inroads Jiapie

4. steps for x
them. Both that document
puptr-mtywurkl:adm;w

Conference at the pational and re-/
gional levels, are intended to mobil-
ize society to meet the challenges and
d:muﬁoiﬂlemeemm

mﬂlm'e

E
?F-_

rﬂl.lsucmdq
mn;e women ml.d ul.lm undr-r
lbemhu‘dfotnkhu‘)uhml

its in significant’ ways
him.mnmms é:mmpoh-
h:llhmuiﬁl!ucmnd,mndumm-
ated, the discussions and Iiwlmmi
mmdﬂdopmm however,
there is 8 new opportunity 1o focus
mare especially on gender issues.
But women will put different emph-
asis and different priorities on the
Jdssues based on where they came,
tmmthcwhemlh:ywnmmai

about to enter &

“We Arel

Of"ﬂimmﬂ%‘m An interview with First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
G«ewlmmmmu“.. ukc:upomqm ‘{hzyhuw.-ml But, ultimately, it has to be the,

ng

the President of the United Stu'ei \\'iththeirmchﬂdreﬁ.\lfc‘wm' |

mdummum-
L 4" she continued

All Respor

; DotsonRader

entire country ukin; responsibility|

niability, ,Why desperately believes|

Mhmdydaﬂgw}oyhn—mtd!::‘nmmwwu

discussing policy and politics. “Peo-
ple bought rhetoric as a substitute for
action. Was there any (federal) prog-

| cial
l‘lltﬂdu(tnd:dmw?l‘b:peaplel

have a right to be disgusted. |’
 “All through society, there has
been this abdication of ibil-

the i on up,
from the inside out, Wﬂmw{.
vive as a great country.”
ltolers.Gintnuthntwlmshe.
was advocating — accountability, so-

responsibility, . playing by the|

rules, self-discipline "hk

ns1ble”L

. care for other people, to help them. |

also have responsibilities.. I'm really
grateful that both” my parents, in
different ways, gave me the support
and structure that I needed to de-
vuhplmeol’pcmm] ld[won.h

+it is sometimes found that any honest |

and security,”

“I've always believed,” sheldded
“and this goes back to their teachings |
and my church (methodist), Ihll|
because I was blessed énough to be|
healthy and have a strong, suppor- |
tive family, I had an obligation to|

It wmlmmmngymdtduacl

"familyvaluu'lnmc awlnuym
mnhvenuﬂ'mmm;immnllheﬂl

)
ity. It isn't enough just to focus on
the people whaose behaviour is the
most obviously anti-social. No, in the |
1980s, a lot of behaviour that was
counterproductive and _anti-social |
took  place jn the boardrooms and |
hlgheﬂpoﬂduloﬁmo[.&mm

It was an ethos that promoted "every
individual for himsclf,' a signal that

d our life as & society. And
llu\'el'ydiﬂimlll.ommﬂlrmd.

wlheltﬂn(.
herhmbaud
She laughed. “But | am a con- .

| servative,” she said. “I would char-

acterize the way I was raised and the!
“yimumuban;mmml
the true sense of that word — not in|
the kind of radical, ideological, des-|
tructive way that term is often tused. 1/
was raised 10 be self-reliant and to be!
responsible but to know thiat 1 was

hought. It was how you lived. |

“My dear friend Marian Edelman,
wlmmunmrwmmnuy,haa
that wonderful phrase : ‘Service Il
the rent we pay for living.” I 'belicve |
that as strongly as I can. T don't see
how you can read the Gospel and not
belicve that you have some ongoing
responsibility of service. That was/
the way I was raised.”

Given that long commitment to
service and social causes, 1 asked:
Mrs. Clinton w:ls_hcwgmcdlodn
as First Lady.

solve it 1o a great texient. As sug-
gested by bher an hmes‘l nop-l
2 of an org;
hdpnopmrmpunu Andtomnk:
the top-management honest an offic- |
er ghould be promoted on the basis |
of an_ anti-corruption report
certifies the honesty of a person. In |
government ofganizations, promo- |
tion is mainly based on ACR |
(Annual Confidential Report), and |
in reality there are a ber of

which

whetheér this almost unperceptinie
drop in temperature has not anything
to do with human temperament. A |
general I.xk of warmth in human |

these dnyn Altlmugh the world
peace which was once in the limelight
due to cold war has been cold shoul-
dered, but cold blooded” murders
committed often and on, make our
blood cold. Someone is always giving

promoted officers whose ACRs do
not reflect any corrupt activities but
they are not free of that. Morcover, |
as this activity takes place in a chain,

officer in the top-management of a /
department is transferred 1o &nother
d:pumatu(nolmpnrmnac

ment of candidates for the law en- |
inrungagznﬂuhkzthepohm anti-
etc, through a proper and

accurate asscssment of moral charac- J
ter. But she did not clarify how to do
that. Just managing a certificate from
a renowned person in our society.
Althbugh where there is a problem
there is a solution,. in this case it

"seems to defy all ‘solutions as the

problem itself is a gigantic one. Even |
if we cannot eradicate completely, |
we can put a limit to it. So this is high |
time for the whole nation to come
forward with more workable solu-
tions to put an end to this problem
namely corruption

Tapu Saha, Chindsnon RI'S Chitta-

Market Economy And
Trade Embargo

Sir,

Are not market economy and
trade embrgo contradictory to each
other and do they not move in’

y. It was

means, i
pwmoﬁcno{tlwbuncidcuwlmhnmtej

mankind. For, when we come down to it, it is these basic ideals’
anﬁvﬂmmwhﬁwnﬂbwwhvuthndmmmﬂmumﬁom

wm.

mmmuahmmcmmm«mmmm,
.'puﬂwlaﬂythnmalmdu ni.lmhrulierwgelmnl!

sudﬂmhnmwﬂﬁngwwhelhuhﬂmd '

Arkansas, we've been trying to fi-;

to alter behavi

my husband was elected president is|
because, for more than 10 years in, fix the probi

""Whlwutnd_dmn.in;lhhmd pro- |

growing
gummulwrywbe;inlommil!  that are so calamitous for so many
| responsibility where it has been| | families. She looked at me s if 1

mdrequhnpeoplqnobsmo:em-i mndﬂhathlveledlolhismin;ude

sponsible, we're not going to get  of violence, drug addiction and

curye on serious pmb- terrible - effects Mnutdmdmn—
ing famili

period because

‘sion for Asia and the Pacific (UN/
ESCAP) and has completed a pilot
study and a- Technical Cooperation |
Among  Developing  Countries |
(TCDC) project under the same |

Bangladéah alsd partici:

lization and

pa
pm:d in the recently concluded Min- |
isterial Confi in Beijing (23-24 |

were a simpleton.
“lfpeoplebenmr.hanClln
alone, can reverse the social

and drugs — “that afflict us. |
1 “It’s casy to place the blame at the

their neighbour- |

People see i
hmuhpindrugdhiﬂ:,'\fhom lﬁﬂﬂtebe‘llel‘pohuulndm

top, but it goes all the way down. |
who

homicide and suicide being the prim-
myﬂmnldeﬂbdynm:&

in our country — and all other
problems, they are wrong,” she said.
“He ca set a tone and work hard

Septémber, 1994) where ‘Beijing De- |

because once license is allowed 1o} Partof 2 larger community to which 1 ﬂ"'hﬂiﬂﬂﬂl
take p | and g
et el 5 R S
'.mummd. feel victimized, and it e S
PeLptis emote nsing -1
mi!kstmn e I"“" i of the
cashmere turleneck, a black ,m‘ . arena Bangladesh Imbr.en not possible to acquire data reguhrly
7o Al 4 cardings ing close liaison and cooperation. during the monsoon
| m '"(g;,,m.. -':d. h.nd,n:g Bangladesh has been lcuvelyp-mu of doud cover. But with the mu;
and  woman — prettier, younger-looking | Pating in the Regi Iu-l of satellites equipped wi
more delicate in persol mghngrmu-.oflheldmwd Ma-| radar sensors clouds can be pene- |
o tn.. hoiory tions/E: ic and Social Commis- | trated and data can be acquired |

roind the year and cven at night|
time. From the d made |

Pr directions ?
From time to time we are shocked

‘at-the trade policy by USA with

different countries.

On the one hand the USA
preaches market cconomy and on the
other hand she - imposes trade
embrgo on Iraq, opposes lifting of
UN economic sanctions against
Baghdad, drders restrictions on trade .
and commerce with Cuba, Libya and
North Korea, dictates import and
gxpml with Japan and China,

above, it is evident that Bangladesh |
is moving forward gradually in re-|
spect of application of space technol- |

|ogy. For the development of any|
|country it is & prerequisite to plan |

well the development activities and
o tmplemcm l.hem pmpefly Again |

claration® was signed by the Mini |
. on the applications aof space technol-
“ogy for environmentally sound and
sustainable development in Asia and
the Pacific region. An action plan has
also been launched for the regional
cooperation in the ficld. [ssues uf
~global concern like sea level rise, |
green house effect and monitoring of |
| the environment arc looked into by |
Bangladesh with great care, Possible |
applications of space wdnmlbg\y will
be made in these fields
There: were, of cmlrsc,

. some |

better. pl the |
availability of propcr thentic and |

trade link with [ran, fixes '
quota for export of ready made
garmerus even from a poor country
ue ladesh and also
us against inst the so-called Harkin's Bill.
Unliwhtt&l.‘ly the USA is the most
| country, ically and
uu.lll:lrﬂy‘ in the world. But she must
know in IJI.I‘ modern age of mass

| timely data. Remote sensing technol- |
ogy can provide most of the data. |

It is hoped that SPARRSO will|
further enrich itself to expand .its|
|sphere of activities by utilizing re-|
'mote sensing techniques. Flourish-
'ment of the application-oriented acti-|
vities unng this most modern tech-
nology in Bangladesh is expected by
all in the interest of the pounuy and
its p:opl: . N e
—PID

y, human nslns i
and Press freedom every man in the
world has the right to point out the |
errors and lapses of others and to
show them the right path. 1
We feel happy to recall how the |

‘USA immeditely after her nuclear

attack on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
rushed humanitarian aid to Japan !
and helped build the devastated |
country anew from the ashes. The
USA also helped the ruined, and
devastated Germany to stand on her

cold shoulder to clse. In-
stead of encouraging, we are upbeat
in throwing cold water op the enthu-
siams of others. When acquaintances
(other than distinguished dignitaries,
of course) expect a warm welcome,
all that they get is cold greeting.
Indeed the world is getting mlder
herically as well as

| My Tf we have no means of condition-

ing thie atmospheric temperature and
preventing the world from being
turned into cold storage, is it beyond
our power to make our hearts a Jittle
warm with friendliness 7
M.H. Sufi, Dhaka.

* * * *

This editorial was published
in this paper in 1968
Creative Hobby !

We happened to come across a
lapel badge of the India’s Bobby
Centre which reads :  Virginity
Causes Cancer. This, we can see, will
outrage some people and bewilder
others. But we seem to' like it.

It gave us food for thought. We
wondered for a while about what the
hobbyists might really have meant by
their monogram. Do they really take
virginity that lightly and further how
do they establish a relationship be-
tween virginity and of all the things,
Cancer 7

We were also first nhud:cd by the
cool, candid tone of the monogram.’
Here's message that should speak for
the superfluity of the pursuits of
today's youth, their weird imagina-
tion, and the fast-changing morals
and ideals. Indeed, when we took the
key word in its literal sense, we at
once remembered the reports of
some surveys carried out in the West
in which a considerable percentage
of the youth were reported to have
said that they bothered  little for
virginity themselves and in others.
We naturally felt concerned, if the
Indian and other eastern youth also
going to follow suit.

But then, we tried to read . the
message from another angle. This
youthful group of hobbyists might
very well have urged that one must
open up and share the joys and
sufferings of life with others. Al
person who grows only for himself |
and is too miserly to open himself 1o |
others, has only a cancerous growth |
which is self-destructive by nature.

We do not see a liger in every
bush, and we tend to believe that our
youthful boys really meant their|
monogram (o be taken only in its
metaphorical sense. But have not
they grown a little too imaginative 7
Well, well, you must also leamn to

| They are oaly y_vuth-;, after all.

NOILYAH3S3Hd
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Welcome to Hillary

| Whatever maybe the official label put on it —
she no doubt deserving the trappings of a state
visit as the US' First Lady — we. prefer to describe
her ‘visit as the magic name Hillary's pﬂgﬂmagc
to where the Clinton family’s heart has always lain
— Bangladesh. She and her daughter Chelsea are
arriving here because of the magnetising pull of
Prof. Yunus' Grameen Bank. It is not just a
Bangladeshi celebrity * brmg‘!ng them here; for,
they have met him quite a few times over, and

could have done so anywhere else if they wished.
In fact, it is the much broader concern for the

under-privileged women and children which Prof |

Yiinus has himself addressed tangibly to set a’
“trend inr rural revolution that has drawn her to

his sites of some remarkably pioneering projects. -

The Clinton family has been fond -of Prof Yunus
and his work without the slightest hint jof patro-
nisation 'and, that is where the genuineness of’
their love for the Grameen Bank lies almost as an
article of faith. Their setting up of the good Hope
Fund modelled on the Grameen concept a decade
ago in Arkansas followed by the replication of the
'same in some other countries, have proved that
the task of serving the poor is frontierless and
indivisible.

Su we see in her visit a rare kind of a prospect
for bridge-building not only between the people
of the USA and that of Bangladesh but also in

"terms of globalisation of poverty concerns which

have been addressed raﬂ'_ler lnadequately so far by

“the world leadership:

It.does us pmud that she tied up her South
Asian’ visits “keeping Grameen Bank® and
'Bangiar.lesh in- ﬁ)cus " In diplomatic parlance, her
trip reflects the ‘measure of importance South
‘Asia as a region has been enjoying with the White
House lately. :

For our part, we shall be content with her

" contributions to global awareness-building on

child welfare and women empowerment issues.
Hearty welcome to Hillary, Chelsea and other
members of the US contingent.

Cosﬂy[essons

The fertiliser crisis has.throwr up three issues:
These relate to the citizens' right to know what
and who really taused it; orderly distribution of
whatever little urea we are able to get from the
factories; and containment of damage in terms of
Boro. crop deficit that stares us in the face any-
wais for the public’s rtght to' information, the

* ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party has decided
to institute a judicial probe into the crisis. This is
a good development on a question that boiled
over so much that an allegedly miscarried private
distribution of, the. input went largely into ' the
hands of Deputy Commissioners and as of this
moment. the armv pérsonnel are bein7 associ-

)

Omphalbs of the Emplre Savage War of Peace

ILLARY Rodham Clinton's
Hluvc for Albert Camus
and Picassd-is not for
nothing : she Is deeply cons-
cigus that plague never dies or
disappears! it hides itselfl in
everything only to reappear.
The mindless destruction: of
(e Spanish Civil War left in its
‘wake a scar on human spirit :
soon degenerated into the
wasteland of Second. World
War. Guernica's -savage and
emotional vignette Is always a

reminder ol mnna beaatia]ily.

o man...

First Lady Hlllary Clinton
embraces the vision of activist
and compassionale govern-.
menl ol her husband — she

wanis lo play a more sblid and
meaningful role. The role of .

first' lady was more difficult ‘In
18th and 19th centuries, Abi-
«gall Adams was taunted with
Lhe, derisive.name 'Mrs. Presi-

dent’? Bul 20th century has
Elven them rrlore leeway.

Woodrow Wilson's second wife
Edith Bolling Galt encoded and
decoded sypher
Eleanor Roosevell. was the
genteel. sophisticated — 'per-
fect mate for her ‘husband.
Jacqueline . Kennedy ‘gave a
‘certain sophistication to the
office with her background of
French culture, love for the
‘arts and the Mner things of life.
Barbara Bush was the beloved
first lady.

Hiltary "Clinton gives the
Impression of discarding. the
Cinderella syndrome : once you
get the Prince Charming, you
live happily ever alter.

’She eschewed the cere-
mony and the ritual of the
camelot White House and has
chosen to take on lhe chal-
lenge of the problems both in
America and the world "at
large. The same Idealism that
prompiéd her to strive relent-

measages‘ ’

Waliur Rahman
Morepeople belowpoumliheﬁwklthbmmtm themﬂrep!mtmkcntoge—m(?!umms
encounter with poverty and m&wwanhunmw be far removed from
'bread and butter and an area men of character and leadership.'

lessly for the gigantic task of - and ar {untouched area of invit-
reaching health caré to all (e

American homes Is prompting

her Lo, take interest in :he_

world's poor. :

1f you don't bulld the dastle.

of peace In human minds, ef-
fort to bulld peace In_the world

outside will be infractious. The .~

US First Lady's resolve 10 ac-
‘cepl this challenge i5 to be

« seen In her present visil to an

area which boasts |tsell of in-
habiting 1.2 billibn people —
aboul one fifth of the world
population. This is the same
area which the Cambridge
historian, John Seeleys thou-
ght as an immense 'Majestas

Romanna Pacls' established”

among two hundred and (ifty
million of human beings...
Thomas Earlyle, Benjamin
Disraeli,/ .Cecil Rhodes all .
developed this romantic’ and
imperial - sensitivity.. The
Primrose League with its
motto ‘emporium et libertas', .’
together with Disraeli’s Crystal
Palace speech of 1872 made

.imperialism a powertul force

characterised by a drive to
‘occupy, fortify, grab and brag'.

Bul téday’'s answer Is to be
found in 'Imperivum In Imperio’
— power Is higher dispensa- _
ton and not in the chivalery
and = swashbuckling Dan
Quixote of Jennyson’s Idyils of
the King !

More pcopl: low poverty
line live in this area than-the
entire planet taken together.
Hillary * Clinton's ‘encounter
with poverty and Its benighting

impact on human beings will =

be far.removed from Rhode's

Empire -of 'bread and butter

ing ll(1= initlative of men of
ier and leadership.’ Her
rpaﬁtlve Jourpey in the
phalos of the Empire’ (Pax
taFlcnl will bring her. to
he vofld moulding itself in
post = 1947 as independent
states- J.ndla the mightlest and
most gnergetic is the veritable
power of synérgy: mplo-
slon of économic libertarian

polici#s are beaconing her to

the Zlist éentury. Pakistan's
self-inficted wound of righ-
tecusdess Is stalling her
-moveibent [ . Their nu-
clear | programmes deprive
them both-of scarce resources.
Sri*k#ka Is surging ahead In-
spite of a bloody ethnic war.
The new government of Ms.
*Chandrika Kumaratunga has a
big advanl.nge — she is experi-
menting with Ideas — and she
- will Sticceed,
In | Bangladesh we havc
some: problem — we
have fun out of ideas. T!se US
First—-tady would do well Lo
note that the HD! ranking of
.Sl Lanka Is 90, with 135 [or
Indiay 132 for Pakistan and

146 for Bangladesh.

Inf the happenstance of her
being tn ‘a rats alley’ of politi-
cal reflection, she may realise
that in this sub-continent con-
‘sensus politics Is. in, Lhe re-

" treat./al least In this moment. .

Neﬁ'd ‘Mandelas here will be
" hard put to Invite their former
_ jailers to attend inaugural cer-
emon!eel Bu( the mllglon of

flourlphed in U)ls very South °

Asla, |
‘Power of vested Inlerepl Is

vastly exaggerated compared

to the power of ideas'. This .

was certainly at the back of her
mind, when the US First Lady
addressed the UN World

" Summit of Soclal Development

in Copenhagen on March B
where_ she announced new
American initiative to fight fe-
male flliteracy in Asia, Alrica
and Latin American to ensure
women's ‘empowerment.

Forty thousand children" die,
everyday. Three ‘days' death

. toll ‘of children Is equivalent to
_ the total people annihilated in

Hiroshima and Nagasakll Thus
a total of 15 milllon children
perish every

year!

Born on the blood of three
million martyrs, the néw na-
ton of Bangladesh did not do
all that badly as the WB statis-
tics .show: The GDP growth

wias 7% with small industries

accounting for 17%. People liv-
Ing below poverty line was
50%, unemployment 15%, and
external debt was only %
680m. dollars. But loday. the
proportion of population living
below absolute povertyline is

86%, In Bangladesh, 40% In

India and, 32% In Pakistan. She
will nole that in Bangladesh in
1992, 600000 children died
before the age of 5, 48 milllon
people did not have access to
‘hiealth services, 30 million
people consumed less than'
1000 \calorie per day. per
capita, 42 million adults are [I-
literate, 11.5 million ¢hildren
under five. are malnourished
and five million children in the
primary schoolage were out of
school. It is a grim picture. It

-is no wonder. therefore, that

' the sariie place we underaland
where five hundred years ago,
the Turkish buccaneer Bar-
barossa (red beard) command-
ing the feet of Ottoman Stiltan

the US First Lady has chosen
to yisit Bangladesh; primarily
at the invitation -of Prof. Mo-
hammad . Yunus who as the
Chief of Grameen Bank is on a
mission to attack the problems
enumerated above.

Economic security . for
Bangladesh cannot be ensured
without empowering women.

Sulei IL'with two thousand
men came to have a glimpse of
the most famous, beauly of the |
time, Giulla Gonzagal... "
The. Americans| in the
“cemeteries did not perhaps
see a Giulia Gonzaga, bul they
saw peace,. wrested [rom
EEUers aggression. The First
dy knows well that the peace

. can/ very casily be Jost in the

Grameen Bank is just doing’

that. Other NGOs such as BRAC

and Proshika are also engaged -

in the same direction. They
are responding. The most dis-
advantaged and benighted in
Bangladesh have proved Lhat
they are more credit-worthy
than the most affluent jn the
soclely.

Hillary Clinton' was much
moved during her recent Ital-
fan journey at the massacre at

. the Abbey of Monte Cassino;

over 60 thousand died; and
later at Nettuno and Anzio
where thousands of Américan
marines lie in peace In the
military cemeteries. This is

qulcksand of  political
bankruptey and theé quagmire

* of poverty and hbpelessness.

Her visit to (he. sub-eonitnent
will bring her face lo face with

. this reality.

. The only superpower with
a six-and-a-half trillion dollar
dDP, America cin bequeath a
permanent legacy to the world
so that the agony of Monte
Cassino or the silence of Net-
tuno do not haunt us anymore.
A. Wellesley graduate and a
methodist, the First (Lady has
abiding faith In tl‘\e ‘Innate’
goodness of human beings, its
unbounded potential. As Presi-
dent Clinton Is privy o her
thought thal there is always a
tomorrow with hope, we can
also. legrn. [rom: hier that poli-
tics s the art ol the possible:
An a pribri condition ‘of the
cullure of democracy and civil
sociely is lolerance. Didn't Ci-
cero say. ‘one should not listen
Lo those who maintain that po- |

+litical ‘enemies meril bound-

less hatred™?
Omphados of the modern -
day sort,.. is it Pax Americana? |
A very hearty wcl::omc Lo

 Bangladesh.

The wriler former
Bangladesjr Amba.ssrxdor to ftaly
and Switzerland and Additional
Foreign Sceretany.

T the: financial year's
end countries draw up
a balance sheelt ol their
galns and losses. As with most
modern practices,. in this case
loo the indicators have been
established by the advanced

capilalist countries. Poor coun- .

lrieg lollow the Indexes drawn
up by the rich without regard
to 1heir usefulness in con-
ditions of underdevelopment.
We do not have a set of Indi-
genously developed criteria by
which, to measure” the perfor-
mance of governmients’ and
“calculate the gains and ‘losses
“of societies In what are sull
called third world countries.
Below. a [ew indicalors are
gifered to help us judge the
:state of our wunfortunate
nalions. Readers are Invited lo
wrile back with their ratings.
Al the onlsel. a well known

by Eqbal Akmad

Your Cquntry N Balance Sheet

For two heady years,

p&ﬁcﬂyeducatedﬂmdmwedamuudﬂwddlarmmtsmthem
country. In 1995 they woke up to a disaster. Their economy is in ruins; in a single month the peso .
has fallen forty-five per cent. As NAFTA’s mid-wife, President Clinton is straining to bring Mexico
- back from the brink. Not many third world couniries have Mexico’s safety net as the United States
* neighbour and as member of an American-led trade bloc; but they do have lessons to learn from it.

countries, And they travel ex-
pensively.

" Two. take a count of the
ertourage your leader took on
each journey, the golden rule-
being that the’ Ia.rger the en-
'toyrage the worse the govern-
ment. pically, third world"
“leaders "carry crowds with '
them. BY conirasL first wnrld

!

advanced Industrial demecra-
cles. The linkage then between

| currupnon and economic |

around unearned favours and-
fixed assets. Third world cor-
ruption consists mostly of

grawth is not ily nega-
tive: Therefore eorruption
shquld be viewed analytically

wi!hout loosing sight of
.lhe act ‘that.'in .all circum-
siances it is morally reprehen-

- il and harmiul ta snciste 1

y ling . jering’ the -
nation’s resources; it rarely
creates wealth. Plots and

* sedans, licenses and unpayable
loans, contracting and contact-

ing are deployed as Instru-

mente nf anriching the slite

one has merely perpetuated ir-
responsibility. (i) Do not con-
fuse MOUs — Memorandums of
Understanding — with actual
investment; in this case the
distance between the cup and
the lip is oftén measured in
miles. Goverriments, propose
while corporations diapose ac-

el to theie

1

confuse money with wealth,
foreign - investments  with
healthy: economy, dnd the en-
richment of the lew avith I.ht
common gdoxl.

Finally, few indicators Loday
are more meaningful than the -~
one that concerns social peace.
States generally, and especially
the third world states. are un-
der pressure of ethnic and
sectarfan politics. Some states
— Somalia, Rwanda, and
Liberfa come to mind — have
collapsed onder this pressure.
Lebanon is struggling back lo
life:- Sri Lunka o survive. Alge-
ria soaks in blood. In all cases
the decisive element has been
the failure of sjate to impose
the rule of law. protect and:
honour citizen's rights, and’ .
respect -the  [undamental
lenéts ol JI.IS“CE and democ-

af .. ..racy.When your conntoy s gub..
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distribution of the input went largely into the
hands of Deputy’ Commissioners and as of this
moment, the army ' péfédnnel are being Associ-
ated with the distribution work.

Evidently, the privatisation of the fertiliser dis-
tribution business is not at fault. If exports had

drastically reduced its availability it is the deci-
sion to-export that was grossly erroneous, If we
.prodlice, sdy, eight units of fertiliser and have an:
overall demand for the whole year at around six
units, we are apparently surplus. But if someone
or a few had soft-peddled this surplus to the au-
thorities.to obtain a decision in favour of export,
deliberately ignoring the fact'that out of the six
units in total demand as many as four to five are
required for January, February and March -alone,
then the blame-worthy 'can hardly remain in
cognito. - . e |

We are largely time-barred though in regard to
fertiliser distribution, except for the fact that in
the northern areas Boro cultivation begins a bit
later than in other parts of the country. How-
ever, we are for quick and incident-free distribu-
tion of fertiliser at the fag-end of Boro cultivation
season. We take it that the lessons have beén
learnt for the next year. s

Good, Affordable Medicines
Deputy Leader of the House Prof A Q@ M
Badruddoza Chowdhury has drawn attention to
the need for bringing down the prices of
medicines for the sake of effective healthcare.
His suggestion came at a two-day South .Asian
Pharmaceutical Conference -which cencluded yes-
terday. Organised by the Bangladesh Pharmaceu-.
tical Society (BPS) and the International Pharma-
ceutical Federation (IPF), the conference pro-
vided an ideal occasion to make such an appeal.
With almost identical health problems and
prospects, the region can immensely, benefit
through sharing experiences and collaborating in
the area. i + )
Prof Ch’owdhurrs concern for making quality
medicines available to the rpeapie- at a cheaper
price stemmed from the fact that life saving
drugs in our own country are costly and below
quality” at times. In some of these respects we
have: a problem, different from what one finds in
‘countries nejghbouring us. At E
At present there is a real oféportunl for the
pharmaceutical companies to do good business
~=hile at the same time ‘majntaining - ‘quality. In
the absence of competition from outside, they
nearly have had a monopoly market. Taking ad-
vantage of that some pharmaceutical companies
not only did complain of high cost of raw materi-
als but also adopted dubious means to increase
their profit margins. With some honourable éx-
ceptions, many drug companies had to withdraw
a number of substandard drugs from the market.
B{l( the time they were withdrawn, a e number
of patients throughout the country had been
treated with those medicines. And surprisingly,
there was no court case against the manufactur-
ers, let alone any punishment for this serious of-
-fence. y - -
Then there was the scandal with paracetamol
syrup. All this has made people suspicious about
our local drugs. Needless to say, such a loss of
confidence in the drug manufacturing companies
cannot easily be repaired.. If medicines become

suspect, not only the dactors' reputation.but-alsor

the dependability f}ofl:?‘-fh'é'f Whol€ $ysti . of ‘ovir
health care is ed into question.' Maybe, expe-
riences from other South Asian countries can be

of help. . > .

FERpn. S s ) S o
_-;lnle of our wunflortunate
nallons. Readers are invited to
write back with their ratings.
Al the ontsel, a well known
fact ought Lo be sued : gover-"
manee provides the causal con-
nection between development
and underdevelopment. Gov-
ernance Is to Lhe functioning
ol soclely and economy what
oxygen Is Lo life. Its deficiency
‘weakens, and its filure results
In the collapse of states, often
civilization itsell. Recall that in
East Asia, South Asla. the Mid-
dle East, and. Alrica Lhe pro-
cess of colonfzation began with
the' erosion in nalive systems
ol authorily, and Lhe conse-
guent decline in-their will and
capacity 10 govern. In the post-
colonial era. Lhe degree of so-
clal and economic progress of
third world  states 'has de-

' pended on the policles and el-

fectiveness of (heir. govern-
ments. For this reason, the list
below s blased in favour of
governance-related criteria:
One. count the foreign
Jjourneys your head of govern-

ment has undertaken.” If the -

number exceeds four In-a given
year, your country Is in trouble;
and the trouble is compounded
as the count augments of
prime-ministerial presidential
journeys. Except in wartime
when the exigencies of con-,
sulting with allied leaders in-
crease travel demands an
them, government heads who
are serious about governing do
not travel .abroad too fre-
quently because It distracts
from pressing businesses at
home, creates leadership vac-
uum. fragments the ‘decision-
making process, and sets a
model for underlings. lo emu-
late. For financially strapped
third world countries, Lhese
Journeys entall exorbitant
costs. Excessive travelling re-
mains ‘nevertheless an afflic-
tion of underdevelopment;
third world leaders make
more foreign trips than those
of the industrialized. richi

—— g A
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'toyrage the worse the govern- -
Jment. Typlcally. third world

" leaders' carry crowds with -

them. By conirast. frst world
Jeuders move with a' [éw aldes.’
About fifteen ygars ago, 1 went
over to the UN Plaza Hotel in
New York to see a friend Olof
Palme who was ‘then Prime
Minister of Sweden. He was
there lo attend the UN Gen-
eral Assembly which was then
discussing the Non-Aligned
countries’ call for a New Eco-
“nomic Order. The hotel lobby
was crowded with Alricans.
The Angolan presideat  not
Agosling Neto - had just ar-
rived: his enlourage consisted
of 102 persons. 1 mel Palme In
his suite on the tenth floor. He
had obviously told his private
secretary that there was no
need to take notes; she
ordered coffee and left the
room. Curious, | asked how
many came en his delegation.
“Four,” he said. “Remarkably
“small”, | had .said. "Not
quite”, he replied “we are
alded by the siall of the
Swedish Mission to the UN." '
Three, considet the extent
and. nature of corruption In
government, and the leader-
- ship’s altitude towards it. Few*
Bovernments anywhere are
free of corruption. During
growth periods of capilalist
Industrialism. corruption tends_
to be widespread In higher
echelons of government. In
England such luminaries and
empire bullders as Robert
Clive and Warren Hastings
were impeached by the par-
liament for corruption. In the
«United States, the high-growth
era which followed the civil
war Is known as the Gllded
Age : it solled the herolc repu-
tation of Ulysses S. Grant while
another American president —
Andrew Johnson — barely
escaped impeachment by the
‘Congress in 1968. Even today,
as the Lockheed and Watergate
scandals showed, corruptions
of money and power prevail in

Politics and people

Sir, The allegation of vote
rigging In elections' has
proved to be one of the best
weapons Lo the opposition po-
litical parties to give birth to a
political crisis. The process of

democracy is now In a serlous

threat in our country centering
on this issue. Efforts fwere
made to solve the crisls for
greater. interest of democracy
and stability but ultimately-all

proved to be unfruitful, Under- -

standing the gravity of the cri-
sis, the present government
"has taken up a programme (o
introduce voler's identity
cards and strengthen the Elec-
tion, Commission by giving it
more POwer. uge iy
Now, the guestion is il a
better polling system |s Intro-
duced what will then be the

next tool to begin a political

crisls in [ulure.

Motius Samad Chowdhury
Phultala Tea Estate, Sylhet

Expamof

Sir, Since, British time
there exist Munsiff and

“Magistrate courts at gur thana
level..

The previous BNP Govt. set'
up courts of Asstt Sub-Judge at
the then sub-division level. In
1982, all the thanas were
brought within the ambit of
MunsifT and Magistrate courts.

" The newly-created 64 districts
were also provided with courts
of Dist./Sessions Judge and.
Addlitional Dist/Sesslons
Judge. Similarly High Court
Division benches were set up
at Chittagong, Sylhet, Rangpur,
Jessore, Barisal and Comilla.

r e ¥
though without loosing sight of
the fact ‘that-'in .all circum-

‘stances it is morally reprehen- -

ible and harmiul to soclety.
Several factors are impor-

tant In judging the effects of -

corruption on the future of so-

riots ana

bile

CICLIes Wealtn.
1 1

loans, contracting and contact-
ing are deployed as instru-
ments of enriching the elile,
and of perpetuating the struc-
ture of underdevelopment. -~ |

Five, focus on a host of so-

clety. There is the guestion of
extent. Widespread corruption
eats llke an epidemic of Ler-

~mites into the foundations ol

state and soclety. By conlrast,
sectoral and episodic. corrup-
tion is manageable I the insti-

. tulienal nwchunlsmls to punish *

and reform are made to wurk
reasonably well. lii Britain and
the US whose exarhples are

- cited above L Is through the
‘workings of these corrective

mechanisms that the slale
protected itsell from corro-
slor, and even enhanced ils
authority in society. Then
there is the guestion of atti-
tude. Under dictatorships, cit-
izens live helplessly with cor-
ruption In high places : they
are virtually under ocetipativin,
In a democracy Il the press
does Its job, it expeses major
financial scandals. But the gov-
ernment and parliament do
not respond with eflfective in-

“vestigation and disclosure,

then the purpose of democracy
Is defeated, and the stale suf-
fers.diminution of authority.
Finally, the nature of corrup-
tion matters. Corruption may
be linked to production; or it
may be wasteful theft. A bribe

-taken from -an Investor in ‘re-

turn for a quick clearing of bu-
reaucratic hurdles Is fHegal
and immoral; bul in the cir-
cumsiances it may nol harfm
the country much. Bul a bribe
to favour one arms seller over
another .is likely to hurt both

_the security and economy of

the country. :
Fogr, examine the land, lI-
cense, ‘and loan allotments a
government has made in a
glven period. These are third
world bellwethers. Corruption,
being generally unproductive
in these countries, revolves

Save High. Court Division
benches and courts at Thana
level all are functioning,.

A section of Intérested cir-
cle in the ital protested

clal indicators which normally
signal whether a soclety Is
headed for growth or stagna-
tion; "ls your Fovcrnm‘ent in-
vesling serlously in the surest
ol growth stocks —education ?
How many laws were eénacted
recently to protect and -ad-
vance the rights of women.’
workers, peasants, and minorl-
ties? Did your country import
amdl assemble more private or

- more transport vehicles last

year ? How many miles of new

railways were added ? By what'
percenlage were power [fall-

wures reduced in_major cilies ?
By whal percentage did
lorelgn debt decrease. or did it
— God lorbld — increase? Did |
the population growth abate in
response to. governmenl el-
forts; or did Its Indifference
keep the nation's procreative
habits Intact ? g
Six. in this era of privaliza-
tion and forelgn Investments It
Is crucial to keep a sensible
count of things that matter.
For two heady years, perfectly
educated Mexicans danced
arournd the dollar investments
in thelr country. In 1995 they
woke up to a disaster. Their
economy s In Tulns; in a single
month the peso has fallen
fdrty-five per cent. As NAFTA’s
mid-wife, President Clinton is
straining to bring Mexico back

from Lhe brink. Nol many third
world countries have Mexico's

sufcl.j' net as the United States

ighbour and as ber of
an American-led trade bloc:
but they 'do have lessons to
learn from it. Among those the
following : (i) Selling family
jewels or antique furniture
(read privalizationl] is not the
same as generating wealth,
And if one does not use the.
proceeds to pay off debts, then

_sion of High Court Division

oulside capital Il the -Chiefl
Justice is satisfied of the ne-
cessity and if is approved by
the President. There are about

against the setting up of High
Courl Division benches outside
the capital and seiting up of
courts-at thana level. , .
In India and Pakistan Hi,
Courl benches are functioning

60 thousand cases pending in
High Court Division. Hence,
the need for. High Court
Division benches outside capi-
tal is conspicuous. . The  re-
starting of High Court Division
' B ™7 ital — at

outside provincial capitals. The

alm and the objective of set-
Ung up such courts were to
meet the needs of the people
living far from the capital, and
glve them the benefit of High
Court Divislon benches. The
Idea of setting up High Court
Division benches outside
Dhaka was put forward by
National E A

Chittagong, Khulna, Barisal,
Sylhet, Mymensingh — Is thus
Imperative. And for proper
functioning of subordinate
courts and to cope with the
present rush of cases in the
courts of Assistant Sessions
Judge/Subordinate  Judge

your

aistance between the cup and
the lip"is often measured in

. miles. Governimenls, propose

while corporations dispose ac-
cording to their, estimations af

rofit and their priorities.

ashington In particular has
perfected Lhe skills of mixing
politics-with business, and has
been using MOUs as bait. Thus
Mikhail Gorbachev was re-
warded with billiéns in MOUs
of which less than 500 million-
“dollars in investments actually
malerialized. (Ill} Do not ever

the rule ©l law. prolect and
hovour citizen's rights, and’
respec| ~the
lenéts ol justide and democ-
racy, When your country Is sub-
Jected to' protracted. seclarian
violence, and the government
fails -— whether from weak-
ness, partisan politics, or

lundamental

mindless neglect — iL is surely .

" on the'brink.: There Is an ur-

gency then for citizens to or-
ganize and find ways to return
the country Lo civility and rule
af law. . g

fOPINION

Almost_everyday the Same
news is appearing on nalional,
dailies. Farmiers are getling
+killed. Their'only faull is that
they want to produce more
foodgrains, so Lhat the nation
could pel two meals' a ‘day.
They wini, o alleviate poverQy:
they winil Bangladesh 1o be sell
sulliciént in food. To produce
more thev need fertilizer. they
need diesel for irrigation. they
nieed fair price lor inputs and
outputs thereof. Bul it appears
thal somebody docs not want
these to happen. On 21sl

Identifled that 'somebody' as
the Chairman of BCIC and
sacked him [rom his job. Was*
he theé only person responsi-
ble? As lar as in
October/November 1994 it
was -rc’porlcq in newspapers,
that -SSP was being Imported

Customs authorities have Lhe
namies and addresses of those
importers. It would not! be
unwise Lo ask that whal action
has been laken againsl those
Importers? Has any enquiry
been conducted to 'find out
why bungling in distribution of
fertilizer started at all?

We do admit that this |s the
era of -free economy,
Therefore. the markéling of
lettilizers should be decen-
tralised, decontrolled. Bul
dues that mean Instead of one
BADC a number of BADCs had
‘to be created In the form of
dealers? And who are these
dealers? What were the crite-
ria of appointment of such

| dealers? .

BCIC is a state-owned en-
Aerprise. Irrespective of own-
ership. an Industrial unil is
Judged by Its performance. And
perlformance Is judged by
profit.  making abllities.
Production and marketing are
the two main pillars of prof-
itability. Production Is useless
unless it ‘Is marketed. Every
producing unjt all over the
 world' has its own marketing
and sales units. They create
market. Look after the market

1 d. forecasts, needs and

withdrawal of the appellat

yers
Dhaka to.the president of the
country in 1980, °

Article 100° of the
Constitution provides for ses-

clvil jur also ded.

Muhammad Nazrul Hugq
1 North Pir Mohalla,
Sylhet-3100

determine sale prices keeping
cosl, tition and d. d
In mind. p .

Many of the multinationals

\and local enterprises have

 Distant Thunder

Abu Raikian Omar

"BCIC has the right Lo know

March, 1995 the authorities,

* President Sattar had the gutts
.to fire 11000 bank offlclals but

in the name of TSP. The!

‘the booster that we from a

even exporting newsprints few

dé:_\le.-rs and . distributors. But
even. Lhen they maintain ‘their

own marketing and sales leam |

to oversee Lhe dedlers or dis-
tributors. In case of BCIC fertit-
Izer where the demand is less
than the production and cost
is less thgn the selling price,
there is nol a single reason. in
economics for prices lo in-
crease. ; i

The 12, crore people of
Bangladesh as shareholders of

what did the marketing and
sales department of BCIC do?
The state minister could he

the whisper but BCIC was So
deaf they are’ still unable. to
hear the thunder! Late

the present incumbents are
happy to remove only one offi-
cial. -
+ Let s make no mistake that
if the farmers who constitute
BO per cenl of our nation get
Lhe slightest leeling that they
are being chealed or being
used or being macde scapegoalts
for others' benefit: the fire that
would . be lit would require
Herculean effort to extinguish.
As fL is, they are being de-
prived of fair price of their
products; they ' are below
poverty level, they do not-have
access lo many basic human
rights and needs. But they live
with a hope, they still.cherish |-
a good harvest.” The lnEred!-
ents of their dreams are s,
fuel and fertilizer. Let us not
take away their dream. By sac-
rificing theiy lives the dreams
must not become nightmares.

Let the authorities admit to
ttie nation that they have bun-
gled. May it be unknowingly or
for experimental reasons. Let
the authorities apologize to the
farmers lor the 8

But instead. often we hear

basket case have become a rice

exporting nation. Our planning |’

is such that we have excess
production of Urea. We were

years back and never thought
of expansion. We tend tb-totally
forget-that with every passing
minute we' have four more
mouths to Teed, For them we

need to visualise the future and|
“start building now. ]
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Friends! She has many and Yves Marre, o
Frenchman, is yel another.one, on her lst.
Bangladesh with 'her helplessness and her

charming beauly; attracts many phllanthmp!sl
like Marre.

Few years ago the French gnvcrnmc_nl de-
cided o destroyjall thelr barges, which were

simply an_economic lability, to- It. Moreover,
these huge fat bottom 10 Mt in length and 160t

in breath barges. still in-good. state-angd could
be used for ancther [0 years or more; were nol
needed In European countries any more.

* 1 thought that It wds a shame, without

tlon was simply ‘'unnecessary. | knew that
countries like South America, Raln forest In
Amazon, places- of | Africa with “rivers,
Bangladesh all geuld be benefitted with' these
burges,"says Marre ":l.lrljm._ to chalk out ways in
which things could proce

He had onee ﬂtlwn over Hnni{lddl.ah in U'lc
mdnisoon season,”to him the entire ﬂ‘mntry ap-
peared like mirror. "l had set my mind 1 wauld
try to bring those barges to Bangladesh, More-
wver this place was ;.{-u;_rdphlcaily sulitable for

rough idéa in his mind.

He would set up Nloating hospitals here. He
mel many NGOs to fund such a profect, almost
all were Interested but Rotary Club's Alim Khan
was very keen, "With the help of the Rotary
clubi. we thought of 'setting the floating d!ﬂ;penA
_sary.” he explains,

Now he had to start things at ll:e other md
— France. There a NGO hospital "Hopital Sans
Frontiere," hospital without border, had agreed
to be a part of this teami and. project."I've
brought people together but now the problem
lay wilh the administration there. After & lot of

symbulic' one Franc and there would be mor!‘
Miirre explains enthusiastically.

Hungry for adventure he continues mwing
Lhat these barges sailed on rivers and channels

Dhaka. The sea was the énly route.The most
optimistic said that the barge would turn turtle
and fall into pieces not being able . (o l\ke lhe
pressure :?

keep nn eye on the barge so ‘that it does set
sall. The entire mission camre to a stand'stiil. "L
amn not a sallor by profession, it is my hobby. |
have sailed acrcss the Atlantic Ocean alone qn
a 15ft yacht, and so [ have some experience.
Bul then again 1 had fo convince people,” he
says quite [rustrated goirg back to those days.
For an entire year hé transformed the barge
into a Nat and lived there on the river Seine-in

A Floating Mission

by Raffat Binte Rashid

thinking of other poor countries such destruc-.

‘the fat bottom vessels,” thus !ir formed .the *

political. lobbying | managed one barge for a,

but never on seas and there were no way other
than paying huge freight charges “to bring it to”

The pove rnment- set up a’survey vcsscl to

Paris. “But 1 was missing the open séa,’'| stiid-" -

“Then the only solution fo the problem was'
to change the registration of the boat. "It was
(I\[RC.L‘LL to find a'country that would give the
fag to such. an “adventure. We tried [n in
Panarna,Gibralter, West Indles and finally an Is-
land In Africa Sao-Tome' gave us their flag and

we are still under that lag® he c'cp!n]ns his tri-

als at evcry step. {

‘But it was not all. Before setting the sails,

they needed the help of the meteorogical fore-
casts; “Toulouse, a city in South of France was
the centre of meteorqgical forecast, we con-
tacled for help. Each morning they were ta.
infortn them our position and alsa the climate
report.” . Marre says with that help, which gave
them five days' forecast without error, they-
sailed in January. the worst time in the seas.

Near Cleily they stopped for four days be-
cause of a storm, nine days in Crete, three days.
in Suez and that's"how their journey” conlin-'
ued. when the sea was already bad.

- They had only two crew on board one took
the wheel, and the other was on the engine,
who was: also trylng to sleep and cook at the
same’ time. A third man joined them from Suez!

.though, to ease things oul. "We took diesel
from Egypt that-was polluted with bacteria. So’.

in the Red Sea our engine ‘Tailled several times,
we had to wash and, filter. Even take shelter
behind Islands for thq fear of pirates or the

-storm. “They stopped at Djibout! for IQ{daya.

Between winids of winier and the opposite
monsoon winds, they had to find a gap to. sail
across ‘the Indla Ocean, "Within 21 days we
reached Cape Comorin in India. Now begin
clashes’ with Indian adminisiration. Between
Sri Lanka and Indlan Ocean; we reached a port
which said ‘Golden Ship {s better than a silver
Ship but nothing is better 'than friendship.”

* This made our way. Ourassocialion’s name was

frieridship and that’s how we got our authoriza- .

tlon,” ‘he explains, Altes paying the clvilians

there, their normal fees of 4,000 {—which was
another story), they set out for Bangladesh.

"We had only-dollars and no bank or person -
changed dollars there. We went to ‘an Indian
Protestant missjonary and the school headmas-
ter there, pald two-thirds of his salary to us.
His generous help gave us the moral support as
well."

When they arrived in the Bay of Bengal
around May It was the ‘worst time. There was
70 per tent chance of cyclone and they could
face not a single one of them then. Wornout
and exhausted they decided to go'to Mongla.

. "When we arrived at the -Mongla Port we

were robbed of our valuables, tickets. dollars. it

took-us three'and a halfl menths to :umplelc )
the tiring journey and this was ‘our wtlcnm:

here,” he expresses his shock.

The barge Is in Narayanganj port ‘and Is.un-

der transfon-mtinn There wﬂl be two steps af‘

credentials to Presid

The newly- appmnl.ed H;gh gommlsslomr of Ind.la ta Bang]adeah,Deb Muk.ha.lj.l pi'euntecl his :
t Ab:

Biswas at B

- New Indlan HC
. presents |
credentigls”

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas called for immediate'
resolution of Farakka problem
that caused adverse affects on
the and environms
of Bangladesh, through mutual®
discusgsions and understand-
ing, reports UNB, g

He made the call yhen
Hiith Commissloner designate
of India ' to Bangladesh Deb,
Mukharji presented hiq cre-
dentials at- Bungabhaban yes-
terday
Welcoming “the n:w\hlgh
commissioner, President| Bis-
was said. government of B_u.ng—
ladesh has attached highest
importance: in maintaining
friendly and cordial relations
with India and have been mak-
ing mmm efforts to prn:ﬂolc

Obltu %

Alhaj thaqul H-l!dcf W~
dhury, .a businessman d
soclal worker, died of cart
-arrestat his Dhanmtmdl

‘dence Friday night. He so 7
release. .

says a press

Ashfaqul Haider ChOWd'llm'Y
1was the eldest son of late an
Bahadur Razzaqul Haider C >
dhury’ a former provincial mi-
nister of erstwhile Pakistan’

His namaz-e-janaza was d

— PID ‘photo

e ol o 4

tions under the u:‘iﬁm" y of
(Chittagong scheduled for April.
10,20, 30 and May‘l 1995
will now'be held on April 13,
23&MMay2de. lwﬁdue

ter's visit Lo Bangladesh.

‘in a stalément yesterday wel- = new’ mpmslblliuts concur- -

. Bnm;:lecuh, ._./ ; “ineat.

Comnntment s cali\ Addltlonal"
e assxgmnent

-ment, a voluntary organisation b

Abu) Kalam® Azatl has urged | The govcrnment has ‘ac< |

Presidént Abdur Rahim: Bis- eredited Tufail K Halder, u:e 1

was, Prime er B - present amb cof B e b

Khaledd Zia and Awami [ﬂm deshi_to Calro,” as. the new P
chief Sheikh Hasina to put he 1 ambassader to Sudnn rrpmts :

Farakka lssue over to US First ‘UNB. -
Lady Hillary Clinton du.rl.ng 1af- T

The Commitment president  day sald  Haider will hald the.
comed the US First Lady In rent with hts prmnt anhign-.
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% _CAREER IN ADVERTISING |

We are a fast gwwing full - servicp ‘Ad\'fartisin
Aesncy.-affﬂrated to Mudra Commamcauons Lid
- India’s. third largest agency, We have d vacnncw
« for a Cllam‘ Senm:e Executive who will be willmg 5

*shoulii haveg a Masters Degree ‘either in Busin
! Admhistratiom ‘or _in_ English = with. -amaflan
‘communication. skills'in English. L=

“If you are. imerasted' in-a challangmg career e
] -_advsmsmg ‘mail your CV with a recént passport
. size photugraph ‘to feach us latest by April 10,

1995. Usugg influence . will ba regafdsd as-
disqualification

Exprasﬂons Ltd ey e
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