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_:; BASICS 
BASIC SUPPORT FOR INSTITUTIONALIZING CHILD SURVIVAL 
Tel: 602714, 888526, Fax: 880-2-883391, House# 15, Road# 103, Gulshan, ~J<-fc~ l.f9, 1995 

Ms. Hillary Clinton 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 
USA 

Dear Ms. Clinton, 

Let me be among the first to welcome you to Bangladesh! You can not imagine 
everyone's delight to hear you will be coming in April to Dhaka. 

I applaud you and President Clinton for your firm stance on health care for the USA 
despite considerable resistance in certain quarters. I am cognizant of the efforts of the 
Clinton administration to ensure national childhood immunization in the USA. The 
Bangladesh immunization program is considered a tremendous success story 
worldwide with technology transfer to share. 

I have heard from the Mayor of Jessore Municipality that you will be visiting a rural 
village in Jessore. This particular city has done an outstanding job in immunization 
with some of the highest coverage in the country. I would like to invite you to spend 
even a short time to share the lessons learned from this program. 

Furthermore, our Bangladeshi project officer assigned to Jessore is the only woman 
I've been able to recruit for a field-based job, considering that most women are not 
permitted to undertake the extensive travel that a field job requires. As an aside, I am 
the only woman project director of the over forty USAID projects in Bangladesh. We 
would be available to accompany you on your visit, if needed. 

In 1985, only 2% of Bangladesh's children were fully vaccinated. Bangladesh joined 
the global challenge to vaccinate 80% of their children by 1990. USAID became a 
partner in 1988, focussing on communication and urban strategies. By 1994, urban 
coverage for under-two year old children reached over 80%. A strong project team of 
committed and competent Bangladeshi health professionals was the key to success. 
The team has galvanized broad intersectoral and interministerial support for child 
survival, with a major task of coordinating the various partners. 

I enclose some information about the project. 

I know of your early recognition of the incredible work of Professor Yunus and 
Grameen Bank and of the replication efforts in Arkansas. The empowerment of 
women may be the single most critical factor to Bangladesh being able to address the 
tremendous difficulties at present and in the future. 

A USAID-financed project administered by the Partnership for Child Health Care, Inc. 
Partners: Academy for Educational Development, John Snow, Inc., and Management Sciences for Health 
1600 Wilson Blvd., Suite 300 Arlington, VA 22209 USA Phone: 703-312-6800, Fax : 703-312-6900 



I believe you are the highest official from the USA to ever visit Bangladesh and your 
presence will give encouragement to all who are working for development here. Your 
visit to Bangladesh and the strong professional woman role model you represent will 
go further to encourage women here than you can ever imagine. 

~(l4 
Mary A. Carnell MD MPH 

cc: Mr. David N. Merrill, U.S. A. Ambassador to Bangladesh 
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THE WHITE HOUSE -------------

~he~~le for Mrs. Kennedy's Trip 
to India and Pakistan 

(Note: Exact times for some events and details subject to change.) 

March 8 

March 9 

:March 10 

Leave Washington for New Ycrk via Caroline - 12: 30 p. m. 

Leave New York City by PANAM 114 for Rome - 7:30 p. m. 

1. Ar.rive Faris - 8:25 a.m. (flying time, 6 hrs_. 55 mins.) 
2. Depart Paris - 9: 30 a. m. 
3. Arrive Rome - 11: 10 a. m. 
4. Motorcade airport to city 
5. Visit with President Giovanni Gronchi at the C·uirinale - time­

to be announced 
(Fress Note: Arrival photos only at Quirinale) 

6. Return "to Villa Taverna 
(Press taking Air India charter invited dinner by airlin~, 9:00 p. m., March 10, 
Restaurant Rupe Tarpea at corner Via Venuto and Fiazza Barbarini) 

:tvfarch 11 

W.arch 11 

Ma.rch 12 

March 13 

Ma.rch 14 

1. Depart Villa Taverna approximately 10:20 a. m. 
2. Audience with His Holiness Pope John XXIII at 11:00 a.m.; 

followed by a visit with His Eminence A:mleto Cardinal 
Cicognani, ~ecretary of State of the Holy See. 
(Fress Note:· Photographers pool in Vatican inner courtyard 
for Nlrs. Kennedy's arrival will include all White House 
photographers. .American press and staff accompanying Mrs. 
_!{ennedy probab_!L. will be presented to the Fope aft~~ 
Kennedy. Vatican photographer takes still and reel photos 
of actual audience on pool basis. ) 

3. Ma.ss at approximately 11: 30 a._ m. , North American College; 
Archbishop Martin J . O'Connor, Rector. 
(Press Note: Photos at West Entrance) 

Depart Rome on Air India charter flight at 9: 00 p. m. 

1. Arrive New Delhi - 9:30 a. m. 
(Press Note: Briefing, 12:15 p. m.; Ambassador's luncheon 

for Press F-a.rty, 1;15 p. m. 
2. Call on Vice President_ - 4: 00 p. m. 
3. Lay sheaf of roses at Ghandi 's tomb - 4: 45 p. m. 
4 .. Return to house via American Embassy 
5. Free evening 

1. Morning free 
(Press Note: Embassy briefing about 10: 00 a. m. - Indian 

Economic .Development 
2. Lunch with Fresident of India - 1: 00 to 2: 30 p. m. 
3. Visit Children's Ward, All -India Medical Institution, 4: 00 p. m. 
4. Move to Prime Minister's Residence - 5:00 p. m. 
5. Formal dinner with Prime Minister - 8:15 p. m. 

1. Visit Bal 8aharjoug (children's b ospital or orphanage) - 10: 00a. m. 
2. Presentation of Childr.en's Carnival of Art to Mrs. Indira 

Ghandi - 12: 45 p. m. 
3. Lunch with Prime Minister - 1:15 p. m. 

(OVER) 



J.Aarch 15 

March 16 

March 17 

March 18 

W..arch 20 

March 21 

March 22 

lvfarch 2.3 
(P. epublic Day) 

4. 
5. 
6. 

- 2 -

Visit Cottage Industries Em p.::>rium- 3: 00 p. m. 
Attend R abindera Bhavan dedication ceremonies 
Dinner with Pri:-rie Minister •· 8: 15 p. m. 

1. Depart for Railroad station - 10: 00 a. m. 
2. Depart by spacial train for 1''atehpu1· Sikri - 10: 30 a. m. 

lunch on train 
3. Arrive a.nd visit Fatehpur Sikri - 2: 30 p. m. 
4. R eboa~d train for Agra - 4: 00 p. m. 
5 . Visit Taj Mahal. R eboa.rd train for rest and dinner - 5: 00 p. m. 
6. Vis tt Taj Mahal in moonlight - 8: 00 p~ m. • , 
7. Gueot house for night - 9: or, p. m. 

l. Leave for airport - 10: 00 a. m. 
2. Dep.arture for Udaipur in cha.:rtered Dakota - 10: 30 a.m. 
3. Arrive Udaipur - 12:20 p. m. 
4. Arrive Maharana's Palace - 1:00 p.m. 
5. Private lunch and rest 

1. Visit Old. Palace - 10 a. m. 
2. Private lunch at Palace .. l: 00 p. m. 
3. Boat trip on Pichola Lake - 4: 00 p. m. 
4. Mrs. Kennedy appears at .. Maqarana's reception - 7:45-8 p. m. 
5. Formal dinner with Maharana - 8:15 p. m. 

1. Depart for Mass in St. Paul's High School Ch:3.pel - 9 :45 a. m. 
2. Mass - 10 a. m. 
3. Depart for airport - 10:45 a. m. 
4. I:•epart by chartered Dakota for Jaipur - 11: 30 a. m. 
5. Arrive Jaipur Proceed to Faj Bhavan. - 12:45 p. m. 
6. Frivate lunch at Raj Bhavan 
7. Formal dinner with Governor - 8:15 p. m. 

l. Move to Maharajah ' s - 10:30 a. m. - no engagements 

l. Optional sightseeing - 10: 30 a. m. 
2. Leave for Delhi - 3: 00 p. m. 
3. Arrive Delhi - 3:45 p. m. 
4. Formal dinner at EmbasEy Chancery - 8: 30 p. m. 

1. Final call on Prime Minister and observe Hoh celebrations 
11: 00 a. rn. 

2. Depart for airport - 3: 00 p. rn. 
3. Depart by President Ayub Kan's plane for Pakistan - 3:30 p.m. 
4. , /irrival Lahore - greeted by Fresident Ayub Khan - 5: 30 p. m. 
5. Cavalcade to Governor I s Pc.lace 
6. Frivate dinner - 8:00 p. m. 

1. Attendance Horse Show - 10: 00-11: 30 a. m. 
2. C::uiet lunch 
3. Fest 
4. Official dinner with President before torchlight tattoo at 

Horse Show (Toasts and gifts exchanged) - 8: 00 p. m. 

l. Depart Governor's F esidence for airport. Greet members of 
American Community at airport. 

2. Arrive Rawalpindi - 11: 2.0 a. m. 
· 3. Go by car to Taxila for pisnic lunch - visit museum and 

excavations - 12: 15 - 3: 30 p. rn. 
4. Rest ;. 3: 30 - 7: 00 p. m .. 

M:>PE 



March 24 

March 25 

March 26 

March 27 

March 23 

March 29 

- 3 -

5. Make short appearance President's reception - 7:00 p. m. 
6. Small official dinner with President Ayub Khan - B: 00 p, m. 

1. Depart for Feshawar - 10: 15 a. m. 
2. Arrive Peshawar - greet American community at airport 

and proceed to Khyber Fass - 10:.45 a. m. 
3. Arriv.a at Jamrud for meeting with tribal Maliks - lZ:00 
4. Leave for Tor Kham - 12:10 p. m. - arrives 12:45 p. m. 
5. Leave for Khyber Rifles Mess at Landi Khota.l - l: 00 p. m. 
6. Arrive and lunch at Khyber Rifles Mess - l: 30 p. m, 
7, Depart for Peshawar - 2:45 p, m. 
8. Arrive Peshawar - 3:45 p. m. 
9. Rest 
10. Small official dinner by Governor of West Pakistan - 8: 00 p. m. 

1. Mass in Peshawar - 9: 00 a. m. 
2. Depart by air for Karachi - 10: 00 a. m. - lunch on plane 
3. Arrive Karachi - 12: 50 p. m. - Proceed to President's House 
r. Visit child:-.·en's section 0£ Jinnah Central Hospital - 4:00 p. m. 

4 5 minute tour 
5. Reception in Karachi at Ambassador Walter P. McConaughy's 

house - 7: 30 p. m. 
6 . Private dinner - 8: 00 p. m. 

1. Leave Karachi for Lendon - 9: 40 a. m. 
2. Arrive London - 4:35 p. m. 

London 

London 

Leave London for New York - 12:00 noon - PANAM 101 

####### 



THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH _22! 1995 

1 Pakistan Asks for U.S. Help in Crackdown on Militants 
By JOHN F. BURNS 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, March 21 
- Under growing pressure to crack 
down on Muslim militants suspected 
of plotting terrorist attacks abroad, 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto said 
today that her Government favored 
closing clandestine training centers 
in Pakistan's North-West Frontier 
Province but would need help from 
the United States. 

"We in Pakistan simply don't have 
the resources on our own to carry 
out the entire cleansing operation," 
said Ms. Bhutto, who met with Amer­
ican reporters ahead of a two-day 
visit by Hillary Rodham Clinton that 
begins this weekend. Prime Minister 
Bhutto is scheduled to meet with • 
President Clinton in Washington 
next month. 

The Pakistani leader said she 
would appeal to the United States 
and to other countries to help her 
close down suspected bases of Arab 
and Asian militants, including Mus­
lim religious schools and other or­
ganizations that have been used as 
fronts for terrorist activities. 

Questioning of terrorist suspects 
seized recently in Peshawar, the 

: capital of North-West Frontier Prov­
ince, has revealed that the suspected 
mastermind of the 1993 bombing of 
the World Trade Center in New York 
made a botched attempt ·to kill Ms. 
Bhutto during the 1993 election cam­
paign that returned her to power, 
Pakistani newspapers reported last 
weekend. 

The suspect, Ramzi Ahmed You­
sef, was. •captured in a boarding 
house in Islamabad six weeks ago 
and was immediately deported to 
New York. · 

The newspaper reports quoted un- . . . . . 0UoPohlfor111eNewYor1tTlmes · 

named police officials as saying that Prime Mirustcr Bcnazir Bhutto of Pakistan discussed the fight against 
Mr. Yousefhadaccidentallydetonat- · terrorism yesterday during a meeting with reporters near Islamabad. 
ed a bomb he originally intended to 
place under a manhole cover near 
MS. Bhutto's family home in Karachi 

, in September 1993. The reports said 
! Mr. Yousef was treated for injuries 
to his hands at the Aga Khan hospital 

. in Karachi and released. 
Confirming the · reports, Ms. 

Bhutto said Pakistan had not known 
the extent of the terrorist under­
ground here or its' international links 

1 · until Mr. Yousef's ·arrest by Ameri• 
can and Palustanl agents in in Is­
lamabad on Feb. 7 set off a wider 
inquiry. · 

"It wa·s deeply disturbing to Pak!· 
, stan that somebody who is an inter­
national terrorist should have .such 
deep roots within Pakistan, and that 

· he should seek to influence the 
course of an election,'.' she said. 

Ms. Bhutto, who met With the re­
porters at the Prime Minister's 
sumptuous residence on a 35-acre 
estate overlqoking Islamabad, re­
vealed that that the police are. also 
looking for an uncle of Mr. Yousef. 
She did not name him but said that 
he had recently disappeared from 
his position as the director of an 

Arab assistance organization in Pe• 
; shawar, one. of a cluster of Arab 

social, educational l!Od relief organ!• 
zatlons being investigated for poss!• 
ble terrorist links. · 

The Prime Minister added that the 
police had "plenty of photographs" 
of the man with what Ms. Bhutto 
described as "higher-ups in Pak!• 
stan." 

The Pakistani leader said the pho- · 
tographs "could be innocent, or not," 
and that the police would investigate 
·to determine whether Mr. Yousef's 
terrorist connections extended to in• 
fluential people in Pakistan. 

There is a growing sense -among 
Pakistanis that those responsible for 
the widespread lawlessness that has 
swept the country in recent years -
the drug barons who control the 
country's pervasive heroin-ti'affick~ 
ing, the armed gangs that have run 
amok in Karachi, and the terrorist 
under-world in Peshawar - are pro­
tected by a ·network of influential 
politicians and businessmen. , 

Ms. Bhutto hinted that powerful 

forces are arrayed against the Gov­
ernment when she said that Pak!· 
stan could not move on ·us own 
against terrorists. 

While her . Governmept if pre­
pared to move against "drug barons, 
militants and terrorists" in a way 
that previous governments have not, 
she said, "Pakistan on its own can­
not just go and shut down" terrorist 
training camps, religious schools 
and other places µsed as terrorist 
fronts because doing so would 
prompt the militants to fan out 
across Pakistan and step up their 
campaign of violence. · 

Ms .. Bhutto said her message to 
the United States would be: "You 
are a fair nation. You have been our 
allies. Help us to overcome militancy 
and terrorism." 

In these and other remarks; she 
appeared to be suggesting that the 
Clinton Administration should bol­
ster Pakistan's stability by moving . 
to restore aid programs that were 
worth more than $600 .million aMu• 
ally before Washington cut off all 

The New Yori< T1mes'2i 

Terrorists arc operating in North~ 
West Frontier Province. :~ 

. ~ 

-------------·::i.t 
,":l:t 

:economic and military assistance to:~ 
the country in 1990. The aid was-:.i 
:suspended in a dispute over Pak!;; 
stan's nuclear weapons program. ::.• 

But aides to the Pakistani leadef.~ 
said her call for American help waS::1 
also a reference to the use of United~j 
States inflµence in persuading othe?'!;o,1 
governments, particularly · in , th~ 
Middle East and North Africa, tcq 
take back their own nationals wh~-. 
have joined terrorist groups here. :Z1 

Police officials and ~iplomat~ 
have said that the Peshawar under..;.~ 
ground may have as many as 1,~ 
members drawn from a wide rangE!!;-i 
of Arab countries, including Alger!~ 
Tunisia, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Saud,~ 
Arabia and the Sudan, as well aS!" 
from nations in Central Asia and th~ 
Far East, including the Philippines~; 

A series of events has drawn inter~~ 
national attention Pakistan's role as:.; 
a base for terrorists. On March ~~ 
gunmen In· a stolen taxicab shot an~ 
killed two Americans who were trav~ 
eling to work at 'the American con;'.j 
sulate in Karachi. Some suspect thai;,, 
they were killed In revenge for the-; 
,arrest of Mr. Yousef, who faces a jail!! 
,term of as much as 240 years If he IS:• 
'convicted in a bombing conspiracy,;j 
trial in New York. The World Trad~ 
Center blast killed 6 people and in~ 
jured more than 1,000. · · :=: 

Last week Pakistani lnvestlgato~ 
revealed that telephone calls Mt?: 
Yousef made from Islamabad to Pe.,,j 
shawar In the hours before his arres.t": 
had led them to six, and later severl!J: 
more, ·associates of Mr. Yousef whoii 
are being h~ld qn suspicion of in;: 
volvement In an Arab-led terrori5" 
· underground in Peshawar .and U:: 
Quetta, a city in west-central Pakti:: 
stan that the police say has also beeff'I 

· • a sanctuary for terrorists. · · = 
i It was In questioning those su~ 
. pects, who include at least·. three"" 
Arabs and an Iranian, that Pakistarit: 

. officials say they learned about thC 
bombing attempt against Ms. Bhut~ 
and of the involvement in the Pesha,.. 
war underground ofi.,seyer!ll rel~ 
lives of Mr. :Yousef; including two oflj 
his brothers who are now on a pollc::: 

i watch list. · :': 
.w .... 

ii 



orldTrade 
Choice Draws 
Modest Praise 
Of U.S. Aides 

By DAVIDE. SANGER 

cessions that 'Jed to an end to 'the 
competition. . 

"This became a hemispheric con­
test, and that can lead to some na­
tionalism," Mr. Ruggiero said. "But 
believe me, all this is behind us." 

When American officials were de­
riding Mr. Ruggiero's candidacy 
several weeks ago, they· described 
him as an earnest bureaucrat who 
had little vision for the future of the 
new trade orgapization, which has 
been given far broader powers under 
the new world trade agreement. 

He did nothing today to shake that 
WASHINGTON, March 21 - Ac-. 

cepting the Clinton Administration's· view. Mr. Ruggiero talked at length 
celuctant endorsement of his candi- \ b?t offered few specifics,.describing 
dacy to be the first head of the World . his role as ·one of achieving accom­
Trade Organization, Renato Rug- 1

. modation among the trading part­
giero declared today that "the past . , ners, an~ decla.~ing that he held little 
is the past" and said he and the . ' power himself. other than the power 
American officials who once op- of moral suasion." 
posed him had now had a "meeting · Mr. Ruggiero insisted that he had 
of the minds." · not agreed to any conditions on his 

Mr. Ruggiero, who was once Ita- appointment, and said his only prior­
ly's trade minister, spoke in Wash- ities would be promoting free trade / 
ington as the Administration formal- and strengthening the international · 
ly declared that it would support his trading system. ; 
appointment at a meeting of the ma- But several diplomats say that the 

· jor trading nations scheduled tater United States exacted an agreement.__ 
this week in Geneva. The endorse- ' from the European Union that agri­
ment guarantees ~fr. Ruggiero the cultural issues_ the most politically 
post, and places_h1m at ~e head of charged matters in reaching the last 
the new w~rldw1de grouping of 124

1 

.. GA TT accord _ would be the focus 
trading nations. -of th~ next round of global trade 

In ~ state~ent of support for Mr. negotiations if another accord was 
Ruggiero, Mickey Kantor, the United ,sought. European countries had 
States trade "l'~pre.sentat.lve, was been hoping to avoid such negotia• 
hardly eff~slve. m h1.s pra1s:. After tions, which would inevitably lead to 
meeting with him this morning and. a further reduction of protection for 
confirming . a series of conditions farmers. · · . 

. that the United States had placed on Mr. Kantor declined today to de-
!~s support, ~r. Kantor d~clared that scribe the agreements he had strucl!. 
~e are satisfied that pis ·steward- with the Europeans in return fo1 

ship will advance our mutually supporting Mr. Ruggiero. 
shared goals." · 

The decision ended a three-way ======!!!!!!!-------­
struggle ~at has gone on for nearly 
nine months; and became a divisive 
issue among countries in Asia, Eu-
rope and the Americas. Washington-
and the Latin American nations had 
supported Carlos Salinas de Gortari; 
the former President of Mexico. But 
Mr. Salinas was forced to withdraw 
after it became clear that he bore 
some responsibility for Mexico's 
deep financial crisis and after his 
brother was arrested in connection 
with a political killing. . 

The other candidate, Kim Chui S1.1, 
a South Korean economist, withdrew 
his candidacy today. ·He has been 
assured that he will receive the No. 2 
post in the organization, American 
officials said today. European · na­
tions and their former colonies 
backed Mr. Ruggiero. . 

In return for its support for Mr. 
Ruggiero, the United States insisted 
on a number of conditions, including 
an understanding that he would 
serve only one four-year ~rm and 
that the next head of the organiza­
tion would be a non-European. The 
World Trade Organization is the suc­
cessor to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade's secretariat, 
which had been headed by Peter 
Sutherland of Ireland. 

Mr. Kantor also said that he had 
reached all agreement that Asia, the 
Americas and Europe would not get 
into the same kind of intercontinen­
tal struggle over .the group's leader­
ship. 

Today Mr. Ruggiero, a large man 
known as "Rocky" with a jolJy de­
meanor, went out of his way to talk 
about how much he and Mr. Kantor 
agreed upon. He said everyone had 
benefited from the American con-

Filipinos Angry 
Over Execution 
By Singapore 

By PHILIP SHENON 

MANILA, March 21 - President 
Fidel V. Ramos appealed to the na­
tion ~ay for "sanity and sobriety" , 
as outraged Filipinos stepped up 
protesti; across the country over the 
execution last week of a Filipino 
maid in Singapore. · 

The protests have alarmed the 
Singapore Government, which today 
issued a formal protest over the 
burning of its flags here. Singapore 
has also urged its citizens to avoid 
travel to the Philippines. 

The execution of Flor Contempla­
cion, who was convicted in Singapore 
of the murder of another Filipino 
maid and a 4-year-old Singaporean 
child, has made Mrs. Contemplacion 
into a martyr to the cause of migrant . 
workers' rights. Nearly 75,000 Filipi­
nos work in Singapore, most as · 
household maids or in other menial 
jobs. 

Mrs. Contemplacion was hanged 
despite appeals from President Ra- , 
mos, who asked for a delay in the 
execution in light of new testimony 
suggesting that she was framed. 

The testimony came from another 
Filipino maid who· said that the Sin­
gaporean boy died in an accidental . 
drowning and that the maid was 
murdered by the boy's vengeful fa­
ther, who blamed her in the drown­
ing. Singapore prosecutors said that 
the new testimony was untrue, and 
that Mrs. Contemplacion's convic­
tion was based· on her confession. 

Leading · politicians and labor or­
~anizations · in the Philippines an-. 
. ,ounced a new round of protests 

·over the execution today and urged 
Filipinos to boycott Singaporean 
products. To protect the Manila of­
fices of Singapore Airlines from at­
tack, the landlord today posted a 
sign saying, "This building is owned 
by Filipinos." 

While 'Mr. Ramos had earlier de­
clared Mrs. Contemplacion a nation­
al heroine whose d~th '.'will not be 
in vain," he warned at a meeting 
with reporters here today in Manila 
that. "the tragic death of Flor Con­
templacion" has been "used by 
some people to promote their politi­
cal interests." • 

"I hope that sanity and sobriety 
will be restored in due time, and the 
sooner, the better, because the coun­
try has .to move forward." said Mr. 
Ramos, whose administration has 
been criticized for doing too little to 
help Mrs. Contemplacion and the 
more than . 2- million other Filipinos 
who work abroad. 

Protest organizers have vowed to 
organize a series of demons.trations 
throughout the country, culminating 
wl~ the largest on Sunday, wfien 
Mrs. Contemplacion's body is to be · 
buried in her hometown of San Pab­
lo,: s9uth of Manila. 

:There. were·protests in several cit­
ies and provinces today. The mayor 
of· Davao, a city of a million people 
on the southern island of Mindanao, 
led about 1,000 city employees Mon­
d~y in burning a Singaporean flag. 
~e mayor, Rodrigo Duterte, urged 
Filipinos in Davao not to accept Sin­
g~rean investments and caJled for 
a bovcott of Singaporean goods: 

.. 
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PM-Mrs Clinton-Women·.r . aders, Bft, 0711 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVA~ON · 

Women Rule in Male-Dominated Area Where Hillary Rodham Clinton to Visit , . 
i . . \ ·/\ By ARTHUR t,JAX= A$SOC ated Press ·Writer - •, -~ . 

NEW DELHI, India {AP} When :the American First· Lady comes to the Indian 
subcontinent a male-dominated region where .women are usually silent and 
invisible mos't; of the state le·aders . she meets will be women. 

-Appalling facts -further .define this paradox; Where women head the 
governments of more than 1 billion people, two of every three women are 
illiterate and impoverished; unwanted female fetuses are aborted and newborn 
girls are killed; newlywed wives are murdered ~or bringing insufficient 

· dowry. · 
Hillary Rodham Clinton begins a 10-day tour on Friday to study ''human 

issues'' in a region where women are undeniably second-class citizens. 
. At the. same time, South Asia has a compelling dynastic tradition that has 
thrust women into leadership. 

, Of the five nations Mrs. Clinton will visit, three Pakistan, Bangladesh . 
and Sri Lanka are led by women who inherited power after the violent deaths 
of their husbands or fathers. 

sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga, whose father and mother were 
both prime ministers, says voters have faith in ruling families and prefer 
'them to unknown politicians. · 

Feudalism and caste prejudices are imbedded in the history of the • 
subcontinent. They remain subtl~ forces not only in Hindu-majority India and 
Nepal, but · in the Islamic countries of Ba~gladesh and Pakistan and in · · 
Buddhist-dominated Sri Lanka. . · _ . _ 

Bangladesh's Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, . whose husband,. President Ziaur 
Rahman, was as~assinated in .1981, gives continuity to his politic::al life • . 

''The· people were happy and pleased with my husband's work. They thought I 
could best complete the work he started,'' she recently ~old The Associated 
Press. 

Having women leaders does not mean equality for women in politics. In Sri 
Lanka, for example, women occupy 5 percent of the parliament seats today the 
same percentage as in .194 7. . . 

Mrs. Zia and Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto are ·widely criticized for 
failing to lift their female citizens from subjugation or to .ease their burden 
of oppressive poverty. . · 

Both r 'eply, however, that they have started programs to broaden female 
education and reduc~ birth rates that keep women minding babies through their 
productive years. _ 

But both women have limited maneuvering room. Each leads a conservative 
Islamic country with vocal clerics who oppose any depa-rture from the 
traditional role for Muslim women. · 

' 'P'akistan has laws heavily loaded against women, ' ' 
chairwoman of Pakistan's Human Rights Commission, said 
this, the leadership must make decisions regarding the 
country's constitutional system.'' . 

Asma Jahangir, 
in Islamaba~. ''To undo 
framework of the 

Ela Bhatt, an Indian social worker who will show Mrs •. Clinton some of her 
projects, ' says the blame should be spread more widely than the women at the 
t~. ' . . , 

women politicians have never united to form an effective -lobby, she said. 
''When I was a member of Parliament, all the women toed the party line. · They 
have not been abie to formulate a. concrete vision or goals.'' 
. women have been making their mark in South Asia since 1959, when Mrs. 
Kumaratunga's mother, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, became the first female head of 
government in modern times. · · 

- Mrs. Bandaranaike set a pattern when she assumed the leadership of Sri 
Lanka after the death of her husband, Prime Minister s.w~R.D. Bandaranaike; 
who was gunned down by a Bhuddist ·monk. · . 

The regic:>n' s most towering figure -in the last · 30 years male or ·female 
was India's Indira Gandhi, whose memory still evokes popular sentiment and is 

capitalized on by the ruling Congress .Party at election time. 
She became prime minister in 1966, a year after her· father and India's 

first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, died of natural causes, and governed 
for 17 years. · 

Mrs. Gandhi was idolized by the poor, though she took few concrete 
measures to bring them education or give them the tools to better themselves. 
But she had a powerful impact on women. 

''As I travelled .in India, I saw that women had in the back of their minds 
the image of Indira Gandhi,'' said Mrs. Bhatt, the social worker. ''They knew 
that here was a woma.n who had all the men under her control. • • 

**** filed by:APE-(--) on 03/22/95 at 02:15EST **** 
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REMARKS AT MARCH 26, 1995 LUNCHEON HOSTED BY PRIME 
MINISTER BENAZIR BHUTTO IN HONOR OF FIRST LADY HILLARY 
RODHAM CLINTON 

PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO: 

Mrs. Clinton, distinguished friends: 

It is an honor for me as a democratically elected woman Prime Minister of a 
Muslim nation to welcome the First Lady to Pakistan and to South Asia. It is 
also an honor for me as a Harvard woman to greet a daughter of Yale. 
(Laughter.) For over two years, I and the rest of the people of Pakistan have 
been utterly fascinated by the First Lady's heroic efforts to redefine the role of 
women in America, to substantively restructure the responsibilities of the office 
of First Lady, and to provide caring and sensitive leadership on the key social 
issues of the modern era. Women who take on tough issues and stake out new 
territory are often on the receiving end of ignorance. I can personally attest to 
that. Mrs. Clinton, I think you and I both should recall the words of Lady 
Margaret Thatcher who once said, "if a woman is tough, she is strident, but if 
a man is tough, gosh, he's a great leader. (Laughter.) Mrs. Clinton, to me 
and to the people of Pakistan, you are both tough and a great leader -- a great 
leader for the cause of health care, a great leader for the cause of children, a 
great leader for investing in the future, and a great leader and a great role 
model to girls and to women all over this planet. When we were reelected to 
office seventeen months ago, we too made a frontal assault on institutional 
discrimination against women in our society. We have guaranteed that at least 
ten percent of all federal bureaucratic jobs will be reserved for the women of 
Pakistan. And we have established a women's development bank for small, 
female entrepreneurs, a bank run by women for women, where men can keep 
their money but cannot borrow. We have established special women's police 
stations, police stations for women staffed by women for domestic violence 
directed against women. And for the first time in the history of our nation, 
women jurists are being appointed to the highest courts in our land. Last year I 
appeared before the United Nations Conference on Population and Development 
in Cairo and said to the assembled delegates, "I dream of a Pakistan, of an 
Asia, of a world where every pregnancy is planned and every child conceived 
is natured, loved, educated and supported." These were not idle words. My 
government plans to train a hundred thousand lady health workers to teach 
family planning and maternal health so that women can make the most 



r 

fundamental choices of their lives for themselves, and this is just the beginning, 
the beginning for a new Pakistan. I think that our two countries, standing side 
by side, can lead all of the world into a new era, an era where people are only 
constrained by the self-imposed limits of their own dreams. Distinguished 
ladies, the name of Hillary Rodham Clinton has earned a special place of honor 
in history. Mrs. Clinton is a symbol to all women everywhere, in the east and 
in the west, that women, yes they can. They can run corporations and run 
households. They can be partners, as well as wives. They can be great 
lawyers and still be great mothers. And when I think of you, Mrs. Clinton, I 
also recall Adlai Stevenson's words about another American first lady, Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, who he said would light a candle and then curse the 
darkness, and whose glow has warmed the world. Your glow and your 
presence warms us today. On behalf of 130,000,000 Pakistanis, it is my honor 
to welcome you into our home, and into our heart, and having concluded my 
official welcome, I would now like to extend an informal welcome on behalf of 
my spouse, Mr. Asif Zardari. The First Lady does not know it, but according 
to newspapers in Pakistan, Mr. Asif Zardari is de facto Prime Minister of the 
country. (Laughter) He says only the First Lady can appreciate it's not true. 

(Applause.) 

MRS CLINTON: 

Prime Minister, thank you for that warm welcome, and thank you for your 
leadership--your leadership on behalf of your nation which has been such a 
beacon to all of us as it has demonstrated clearly that this country, which has 
got such a great and rich history, has also a great and rich future. And we are 
especially pleased to be here to reaffirm the partnership and friendship between 
our two countries and also between the peoples of our countries. I am 
delighted for this opportunity to have the chance to meet some of the women 
who are breaking new ground and giving new meaning to the opportunities of 
women around the world here in this country. I have taken the chance that has 
been given me every time I have traveled to visit with women in the countries 
where I have visited, and I find that so much keeps us in common as we move 
together to define our lives, that it is much more keeping in common than 
keeping us separate that we need to emphasize together. And it is a great 
privilege for me to be here with all of you. I also want to thank the Prime 
Minister publicly for her efforts on behalf of women and girls, not only here in 
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Pakistan, but around the world. Your speech in Cairo was an historic event of 
great importance. It was looked to by women all over the world, and I have 
heard that as I have traveled and visited with women. What you have done to 
recognize the great potential of your country as being tied with the great 
potential of its women is something that makes common sense and is giving all 
of us hope that as we invest in women and girls, we invest in men, we invest in 
the future, we invest in our society. I also want to say a particular word of 
thanks for your emphasis on children. It is an emphasis that is the most 
important in my personal opinion because by investing in the education and 
health of children, we are saying that the future is worthwhile, that every child 
will be given the opportunity to live up to his or her God-given potential. And 
the work that you are doing from the extension of primary schooling to girls, to 
the eradication of polio, all of it is being looked at with great interest and 
admiration around the world. I know that much remains to be done in every 
society, in both of our countries, to ensure that women assume their rightful 
place and are given the opportunities to exercise their rights, but I am very 
optimistic by what I see happening in the world, and I am particularly grateful 
that we are going to be investing in girls and women together, because by doing 
so we are investing in our future prosperity together. And so on behalf of our 
country, and the women of our country particularly, it is a great privilege for 
me to be here to see and to learn, to have the opportunities I will be able to 
take in the next two days. I wish that my visit were only longer, but I feel that 
those of us in this room, particularly as women, have been blessed with a full 
range of opportunities and now we are called on to listen and learn and do what 
we can as the Prime Minister is leading this country to do, to extend those 
opportunities to all women and girls, and I am appreciative of this opportunity 
informally to visit with all of you, and I would like to extend my warmest 
welcome again to your husband who met me in the rain last evening, and I 
must say that as a political spouse, I feel a great sense of identity with him as 
well. Thank you so much. 
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' I o,'9' ff' ~ MEMORANDUM 

TO: El:"Jio Wnlkcr 
HlOM: Step11anie Odegard 

RE: 

Deflr Elsie: 

It has been made known to me through the Oriental Rug Importers Association that ~~-- ~ : f,,i_' 
Hillary Cli11to11 is going to Kathm;indu in lwo weeks nnd will be e-0111menting on how 
wonderful the Rugmark certi11cation is. As I understand it, the Rugmuk w11s originally 
intended to certify that the carpet bearing this mark was not made with child labor._ 

I) The most important 1>art of any certification sch,on,, is the monitoring RSpecl. ~ · · 

2) There is no monitoring 45pec.t in pie"~¢. ~ ~ . 

3) The monitoring must be done by a professional organization. So far every credible 
monitoring in~tit11tion in the world has turned down the offer to tnkc it on in India 
including SGS (Socicte Gencrale di Servclance) in Switzerland. 

4) The Rugmark foundation has no industry representation and is highly suspect. 

5) We in the industry suspect any rnoi1itoring 5chcmc will be corrupted and evenluc1lly 
c~)mrro,uis~d. Eventually it will he c>tposcd; t!.crcfori, r.r,y one tmpportfog it wm be 
compromised. 

l do not think Mrs. Clinton should involve herself in this affair. Even the Germans have 
found t_his scheme defective 011d ore implementing "5huc au<l 1;u1 e" which will use money 
donated by importers for the rehabilitation oflndian children. Importers can then aftix 

/ eir own ''share and care" label if they arc, in fact, donors. 

The situation with child labor in India is very complex and entirety difforcnt from Nepal. 
ln Ncpt1l, the Tibetan rc,fugc:es who sta1·1ed the Industry arc humanitarians and take care of 
the weavers and their families in every aspect. The weavers live at middle class standard 
in Nepal and there is no altemative indust1y or other jobs for the weavers. We cftnnot use 
our standards to judge this system. Children•~ flducation, if selected by tho parento, fo pnid 

Odeq-a1'(1, Inc. 200 !R.xint?fJ'\1' A.-,m.1t- Suite J20G Ne,-.., Vorh New York 10010 

Tflep)ume: 212 ~0069 Fac~rr.ile.: 212 545-0WJ 

~ \ 
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for hy the owner/manofncturcn of the curpet thi:tories, and ti.di day care and health care 
are supplied. If any unfair child labor practices have taken place, it is hCC'.Ause Indians have 
~llu ted it In fly-by-night factories. Since the industry is do\1/11 risht now, this practice does 
not exist, since the less serious npt'lrations such as those started by InJhu1~ arc mostly shut 
down due to a lack of business. 

The Tibetan weaving compounds arc exemplary, and I wn11ld suggest Mrs. Clinton Yisit a 
couple such as Thosam / Palbu Carpet Manufacturers (contact: Mr. Binod Shrestha 977-
1~521•957) and s~earmatha Carpets (contact : Mr. Wang~huk Tsering 9T/-JA./0-462). 
Since she is interested in seeing children taken care of.~ .~ this would be a good example 
in a country wht:rn there are not many alternati\'es to street life, drug addiction, and short 
unhealthy lives. 

~~.besl regards, I\ 
~t,_(j_\) 
Ste~nie Odegard 
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SUITE 112 
WASHINGtON. l)C 20510-0605 
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March 23, 1995 

Mrs. Hillary Rodha.m Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

T1F.1.:1r Hillary, 

SAH FRANCISCO, CA 114111 
t1u11~ o,o<i 

22&0 EAST IMP£RIAL HIGHWAY 
suin li4& 

E~ S~GUNOO, CA 9024& 
(ll1<1141'-6700 

li2i 8 STREET 
S\JIYE s;o 

SAN OliGO, CA 82101 
($181 23&-8884 

UOO TUI.AM S'l'IIEET · 
su1n 130 

l'IIUNo. CA eau, 
12°'1491-5109 

I underr;1tr1nn that tomorrow you will beqin a11 Asian tour that 
will take you to Pakistan, . among other nations. Du.ring your 
trip, I hop• you will hr:ivt"! the opportunity to meet with 
Pakistan'. s· Prime Minister I Benazir Bhutto. 

If you do meet Prim~ Minister Bhutto, you may wish to 
conoidcr inviting her to meet with~ gr(')up of majo:r. investors 
when she visits the United States next month. I have discussed 
this idea with ::;cveral lead.ins members of the. TTrd t-.~d States 
investment · r!ommunity, and Lhey strongly believe that diacussing 
oppo2:t1.mitiel!! :i.n Pakiet.nn with the Prim€ Minister conld prnv~ 
mutually beneficial. 

The Morgan Stanley investment group has offered to arrange a 
meeting betwt:1t:m lti=e1.de1.·s of the investment community and Prime 
Minister Bhutto, if she so de$i.rea. I believe that such a 
meeting could lJ~ most beneficial . As you know, expa.nd.ing 
international trade creates jobs he:c~ at· home and could 
strengthen our nation'~ r~lations with Pakistan. 

I hope you will consider dl:suussing thi.s idea with I'rime 
Minister Bhutto on your Asian tour. I will cont.a.ct your staff 
up~n your return. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
trip. 

. erely, 

I hope yuu ~njoy 

~ 
. ara Boxer 
United States Senator 

""'HT!D ON IIECVWO PAPP 
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
National Center for Health Statistics 

Division of Health Examination Statistics 

1 GERALDINE M. McOUILLAN, Ph.D. 

1 Senior Infectious Disease Epidemiologist 

' 6525 Belcrest Rd ., Rm. 1000 
Hyattsville, MD 20782 Bus. : (301) 436-7080 Ext. 118 
GMM2@NCH09A.EM.CDC.GOV Fax (301) 436-5431 
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The First Lady 

€ongrt£Sfi of tbt Wntteb ~tatt~ 
Jt,ou~t of l\tprt~tntatibt~ 
lll~ington, t.Dl: 20515-4610 

March 23, 1995 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

TRANSPORTATION-CHAIRMAN 

TREASURY-POSTAL SERVICE-GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT 

FOREIGN OPERATIONs-EXPORT 
FINANCING AND RELATED PROGRAMS 

COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND 
COOPE.RATION IN EUROPE 

We wish you well in your upcoming trip to Asia. We understand 
that your itinerary includes a visit to Pakistan and a meeting with 
Prime Minister Bhutto. 

As you know, Pakistan has bec.ome increasingly fractured by 
religious intolerance and violence. Two recent cases, which reflect 
a growing trend, involved death sentences handed down in Lahore to 
Pakistani Christians Rehamat Masih and 14-year-old Salamat Masih. 
The two were convicted of writing blasphemous graffiti on the wall 
of a mosque in the Punjab province, even though young Salamat Masih 
is illiterate. Under section 295-C of Pakistan's penal code, 
blasphemy against the prophet Muhammed carries a mandatory death 
sentence. Thankfully, the Lahore High Court acquitted the two 
Christians on February 23, 1995, rejecting the prosecution's shoddy 
evidence and noting that "some elements were trying to create 
provocation and mischief." 

Unfortunately, much violence and suffering have surrounded this 
case. A third Christian accused of blasphemy in this same case, 
Manzoor Masih, was killed by Muslim gunmen outside of the Lahoor 
courthouse in April 1994. Furthermore, Rehmat Masih and Salamat 
Masih have been forced to seek asylum in Europe in order to escape 
death threats from Muslim extremists. 

While we are heartened at the acquittal of these two 
Christians, we -.!'.emain deepl concerned for the safet of reli ious 
minorities in P ticularly in...J.ig t o t e blasphemy law. 
Over 25 C ristians, over 100 Ahmadis, and even several Muslims have 
been charged with blasphemy under the law since its passage in 1986. 
Yet, in perhaps every one of these cases, it appears the charges 
were baseless. In a June 1994 special report on the blasphemy law, 
Amnesty International concluded it is "likely that none of the 
persons charged with blasphemy ... have committed this offense. The 
charges of blasphemy appear in all cases to have been brought solely 
for their religious beliefs, often compounded by professional 
jealousy, economic rivalry, political opposition, or personal 
hostility." While no death sentence has actually been carried out, 
at least four Christians and one Muslim charged with blasphemy have 
died at the hands of Islamic militants . 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 
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Unfortunately, in its present form the blasphemy law still has 
the potential to be abused by Muslim extremists in persecuting 
religious minorities. Many Members of Congress have expressed their 
concerns about the law to Prime Minister Bhutto in the past. 
Thankfully, she has courageously taken a public stand in opposition 
to this law and has declared her desire to stand in opposition to 
amend it to prevent further abuses. Specifically, in April 1994, 
her government proposed two changes: 1) to require that blasphemy 
charges be registered only under a court order rather than by a 
police officer, and 2) to mandate seven years' imprisonment for the 
complainant if a complaint is proven false. 

Although these amendments have yet to be passed, Prime Minister 
Bhutto has publicly called for these changes as recently as last 
month. The United States government has officially urged Pakistan 
to repeal this law entirely or, at the very least, to amend it 
significantly. We enclose a press release reflecting the position 
of the Pakistani government as well as copies of newspaper articles 
on this recent case. -

We wish to thank Prime Minister Bhutto for the courageous 
position she has taken and to encourage her to continue to press for 
these amendments. In light of your commitment to children's rights 
and religious freedom, we respectfully request that you include 
these concerns about the blasphemy law in your meeting with the 
Prime Minister. 

Thank you and best wishes for a productive trip. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 

BILL BAKER 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

' ?J?t ~ . .:d;;/ 
cDERMOTT 
r of Congress Member of Congress 
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NANCY PELOSI 
Member of Congress 

VE CHABOT 
Member of Congress 

~,..~,_,L~. ..t:t;, 
MICHAEL R. McNULTY 
Member of Congress 
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PAKISTAN UPDATE 
JNPORMA110N PIVISJON 

Emb.11~y of Palci,tan 
2'15 MHnchu,ett& Avenue 

W11shlnlton DC 2000~ 
Teh aol H9 622112& ,,x: 102 U$ its, 

February 14., 1995 

JUWIIO VOWS.IO.CHANGE JJEATH .. PENALIY BLASlHEMY LAN 

Islamabad - (Reuter) • Prime Min.i&te.t Benazir Bhutto vowed Monday to change 
Pakistan'& controveuial blasphemy law 1.1.!\der which two Christial\s were senten¢ed 
to death last week. "We want its an\endment,'' state radio quoted Bhu.tto as telling . 
local journalist5 at dinner Monday nlght. "We will try ... To amend the blasphemy 
law. We hope other parties (in parliam~nt} will suppcrt us." 

The two Christians, eonvicted last Thursdziy by a court i.n the Punjib province 
eaphal of Lahore tor l:>lasphemy against Islam's Prophet Mohammed, filed an appeal 
belore the Lahore High Court Monday, a lawyer for them uld. 

The appeal argued that the conviction of 40-year--old Rehmat Messi~h and 14-year­
old Sala.mat Masish was ''against law and facts of the case," lawyer lor them uid. 
The appeal argued that the conviction of 40-year•Old Rehmat Messiah and 14-year• 
old Salamat Masish was ''against law and facts of the case," lawyer Naeem Shakir 
said. 

The convicts, who deny the blasphemy charge, and a third defendant were arrested 
in May 1993 after a village imam, or Muslim prayer-leader, in Punjab's Gujranwala 
district accused them of throwing into his mosque pieces of papl!ts with 
bl~sphemoU$ remJrks written on them. 

Thursday's verdkt was the &ec:ond death sentence MJ\ounce({ by -ny court after the 
parliament amet\ded-the Pakistan Penal Code lnJu.ly 1992 on a blll presented by the 
previous government of thiU\ prime minlster Nawaz Sharl/, raislng the penalty for 
blasphemy for life imprisonment to death. · _ 

An eatller conviction of a Christian by another cou.rt in the P\IJ'\}ab province town 
- of Sargodha was overturned last November by·· the Lahore High Court, which 

1equitted the ac(!~ed. 

R-95% 

The amendment WH passed alter the country's highest Islamic court declared that 
pMishment for such an offerue could be nothing less than death. 

7 0364 2 3841 02-14-95 06:48PM P002 ~02 
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Sp!clal Assistant to Prime Minister Bhutto, Begum Sheh.naz Wazlr All, &Aid on 
Saturday that the death sentence passed against Salamat Meuiah and Reh.mat 
Meuiah in the Gujranwala blasphemy case ''is shocking and unfortunate.'' 

The convicUon of minor Salamat Messiah, ln particular, was a matter of concern 
as P1ldstan was a signatory to the UN Convention on Rights of the Child (CRC), she 
said while talking to Pawn. 
!Segum Shel\naz Waz:ir Ali uid the government "will take all measures to ensure 
that the CRC'$ srirlt is not vlc,lated," In thi$ regard $he would talk to federal 
Minister for Socia Welfare, Dr. Sher Afghan to s1,1ggc$t steps to sal~guard the rJght1 
ol childre1,. Sltntlarly, a plea with the opposition would abo be made to prepare a 
joint amendment in the law (295-C PPC) to implement a government proposal that 
cases under the law should bt registered only aft~r an e:,(amination of complaints of 
blasphemy by the di$krict authorities concerned. 

She uJci that a. com.nuttee was already examining all laws which were, in any way, 
dlsctiminatory against children, women and the mlnol'ities. A report was expected 
within thre~ months after which measures would be tAken to review ;uch laws. 
"We are committed to safeguarding the rights 0£ the minorities ~d other weaker 
sectlons of society. lt ls our pat.imount duty., and we will discharge it as our Islamic 
and t:ONtftuli.onal obligation/' &he Added. · 

7036423841 02-14-95 06 : 48PM P00S #02 
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-·-To:Hang.:forBlasphemy_ 
Boy, 14, Accused of Anti-Islamic Graffiti, · 
Is Described as Rliterate; Bhutto/Saddened' 

By John-Thor Dahlburg law, Bhutto said this time that she 
.... .-...n- would not ioterlen! in the legal pro-

cess. •'· 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan-What The trial of the Maslhs was cbill-. · 
Is proper punishment for a 14-year• ing, sometimes Kalkaesque. There 
old boy accused of defiling a was no physical evidence against 
mosque with sacrilegious graffiti? . the defendants, and the aa:ounts of 

Death: by hanging, Pakistani law the three Muslims who brought the. 
and a judge in the city of Lahore complaint contained conllicts. 
havedecided. · During the trial before Judge. 

The pen.ally meted out this Mujahid Hussain, the court was 
month tq young Salamat Masih and never explicitly told what allegedly 
another Christian, Rehmat Masih, had been chalked on the wall of the 
40, has beamed a glaring spotlight mosque In the · Punjabi village of 
OD Pakistan's anti-blasphemy law, Ratta Dhoti-an on May 9, 1993. 

· meant to punish insults against Is- The c9mplainants said they 
lam and the Prophet Muhanunad. erased the olfensive remarks im-
bdoAn appeal of the verdict came mediately and refused· to repeat 

re the High Court in Lahore OD them. As for police, "the lnvestigat-
Monday, the Reuter news servioe ing officer admita that he did not 
reported, and polioc beld off about read the words,• said Mehbood Ah-
300 Mualim militants shouting de- med, a lawyer associated with the 
mands for execution. The case was nongovernmental Human Rights · 
adjourned for I day.) Commission ol Pakistan. 

Foncime Pakistanis, the legisla- Perhaps most bizarre and trou-
tion and the mandatory death pen- bling is the defense lawyer's con-
alty that it carries cut to the quick tention that the younger Masih, 
of their COW1try's uneasy efforts to who was 12 at the time of the al-
balance Islamic sanctity with a leged scribbling, is illiterate. 
largely seailar political and legal During the trial,-one of the com• 
system. Pakistan's small Christian plainants, Muhammad Baksh Lam-
community is partjcu)arly alarmed. bardar, had trouble reading a copy 

"Time has proven that this law of a basic credo that most Muslims 
bas become a sword in the hands of know by heart. So SOiiie wondered 
religious fanatics who are out to how he could have read graffiti to 
eliminate religious minorities," Ro- judge it blasphemous. 
man Catholic Bishop John Joseph Despite IIUCh holes in the case 
said. . : . against the defendants, said by 
· Prime Minister Benuir Bhutto their lawyer to be unrelated, Hus-
pronounced herself •surprised, sain foun<fthem both guilty, sweep-
shocked and saddened" by the Feb. ing aside their contention that 
9 verdict. She said she is worried Christian-Muslim tensions in the 
that the case will stir up c:ontrover- village had led aome of their neigh-

· sy during her U.S. visit iii April; hors to bear false witness. 
. But badly stung last year by the ire "No Muslim in my considered 

of Islamic clerics who opposed her opinion would~ so low as to pre-
plan to amend the anti-blasphemy pare such indecent material contain-

~ . ..,:, -: ~ . ~ 

• • . • .• . .. ..... 10) ..... 

Paldttanl ~lllm• llloat oatalff HIib Cowt In Lahore, demandln& e11ecvtlon of _convicted~• and vowtn& to klll them If they are heed by Judces. 

ing derogatory remarks about the 
Holy Prophet peace be upon him," 
he said. .. 

Attorneys for a militant Muslim 
group that had sought the guilty 
verdict were jubilant. "Every Mus­
lim who believes and bas faith 
should be happy about the deci­
si<Jo," lawyer Ismail Qureshi of the 
Anjuman Khatme Na~t organi-
zatiOD said. . 

· There had been a third defen­
dant. Mamoor Masih, 40, charged 
in the same episode, but he was 
killed outside the Lahore High .. 
Court last April by unidentified 
gunmen. Masih, meaning "messi-

ah," is I 00111111011 name among Pa­
kistani Christians. 

[In Lahore, main plaintiff Maulvi 
Fazal-e-Haq told the appeals court 
he did not wish to pursue the case 
and had removed the power of at• 

· torney from his lawyer, but the 
court said the case could not be dis- . 
missed since it involved a aime 
against the state, .Reuter also re-
ported.) . . 

Asma Jahanglr, chairwoman of 
the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan and the defendants' attor­
ney, said in appealing the verdict, 
that the case •concerns .the very 
survival of non-Muslims in this 

... _ ..... - - ..... ... ~.~ ... :- :..li+i::irFet::r::n. 

country, if ~ final word is that a · from being falsely used to settle 
Muslim cannot make a false ai:cusa- persooaJ scores. But death threats 
lion in 1uch a case.• were made against her law minis-

Bhutto, as reported by Pakistani ter, and Bhutto backtracked. · • 
journalists, indicated she feared the The blasphemy law was intro- · 
case could apoil her U.S. welcome duced by the late military ruler Zia . 
and overshadow her attempts to fo- ul-Haq in 1986 as part of his cam-
cus world attention on alleged lndi- paign to make Pakistan an Islamic , .. 
an human rights violations in the state. In 1991, the option of life im- ; 
disputed Jammu and Kaslupir re- prisoomeot for convicted blas-
gion. phemers lapsed, making the death :' 

Last ~ Bhutto said her gov- sentence mandat09": , • · · 
emment was holding consultations No one has ever been executed 
with religious parties to discuss under the lllW. but according to 
procedural changes in the law. press reports, at least six people 

Officials suggested last year that accused of breaking it have been 
the law,~ _amended to prevent it killed by incensed mobs. 
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· :Blaspheiliy' Conviction Overturned . . . . . ·. 

~ Pakistani CoJrt 'Lifts Death Sentence Against 2 Christians 
. ;_---------,----,---------

By John Ward Anderso{J . 
Washington Post Foreign Servi«: ., 

defendant was killed-when Muslim militants fired at · 
them with shotgWts at a bus stop in Lahore. 

"We are happy and extremely relieved, and we're 
-!. ISLAMABAD, Pakistan;· F.eb. 23:-The Lahore appreciative of the fact that we've been able to get ._. 
·~ High C~>Urt today dismissed 'blasphemy charges . .'jt1stice from the courts here/' defense attorney· Hina '°c:· 
··· against a 14-year-old Pakistani Christian and his un- ·, . · Jilani said. -"The fundamentalists took v~ty extreme ·· ·' 

de who were sentenced to death earlier this month . _measures during the six days of tile proceedings; and. · 
., in a case that prompted international outrage as well ,• w,fre still very concerned abou,t _the risKto [tile ge:-. i 
··as violent protests here:· · · · · fendants'] lives. The administration now)mow~ they_; • 
· Salamat Masih, 14, and his uncle, Rehmat Masih, . •• have a responsibility to guarantee their safety,': ':, ~: . 
· about 40, were cleared-by a two-judge panel, which Prosecutors have said they will appeai today's.deci~ . · 
· cited insufficient evidence in overturning a lower sion to Supreme Court. It is unusl,la}, h~wever,' for the 
·, court verdict sentencing the two Christians to death . Supreme Court to agree to hear an appeal of an .over~ , •· 

for allegedJy writing blasphemous graff~ti against the • d .. . . Jil • · 'd . · ·. ·' · , •' · • ·. · ;. •.' 
prophet Muhammad . . · · . , •,: ·, , . · ~urne conviction; am sat • .. :-,· ., ' .. : · .. :: . · .... ;-: : 

. In a written opinion; one judge sai<Ht appeared · Hwnan rights activists and government officials · · 
·· that "some elements were trying tocreate provoca- - have cited the M~sih case as eyideµce of rising Islam~ -: :. 

tion and mischief." . · · . · · - ., •• _;;.:· / .· . · ic radicalism.and growing intolerance t~wa,rd the tiny::,}; 
Defense attorneys argued that Salamat, who was· religious minorities in Pakistan. The govemment'.o(, . 

12 years old at the time of the alleged offense, and Prime Minister Benazir' Bhutto initially used the case 
·. his Wtcle are both illiterate and thus cQuld not have · as a catalyst to liberalize the.coWttry's ccmtroyersial . 

committed the criirie, \ which· cames''a 'mandatory blasphemy laws but abandoned the·effort in the face I; i 
death sentence in Pakistan,' whose· pdpulation of 126 of protests by Pakistan's powerful Muslini)eaders: '·. '.: .. , 

:· million is 96 percent M4s!im/ '.• ~•>- .;.-~:,,.; • ~ · · · . Because of security con.ceins; the Masihs did not ap- • \ 
;., In an event that made_:iriteriiati9nal he~d.l.ines at the pear at the appeal hearing, which.started Feb. 15 arid . 

beginning of the Masihs' first'trial lasf yeai-, Salamat was disrupted almost dally, by religious ·militants .. 
'. ·and his uncle were shot' arid woiinded-Arid a third co- shouting threa~ at defense attorneys and judges. 

, I ·•'. -. ' , I ~ • I ' ,.; 
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-AROUND THE -WORLD 
._ Two Christians 
•·· Flee Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan-Two 
. Pakistani Christians cleared of 
blasphemy charges here arrived 
safely in Germany on SWtday af­
ter fleeing death threats from 
militant Muslims at home, the 
German Embassy said yesterday • 

Rebmat Masih, 40, and his 
nephew, Salamat Masib, 14, 
reached Frankfurt a day after 
they were released from jail in 
Labore ~ northeastern Pakistan, 
an embassy official said. 

The Masihs were convicted · 
Feb. 9 of blasphemy and sen­
tenced to death for allegedly 
writing anti-lslam.ic slogans on a 

. village mosque. The lijgb Court 
in Lahore overturned the verdict 
Thursday, angering inilitant l\{us­
lim fwidamentalists. 

· · Muslini . prot~sters threw 
ston~ at the courthouse Friday 
and threatened violence against 
-the Masibs. · A third Christian ac­
cused in the. blasphemy case was 
,fatally shot last year as he left the 
courthouse after a court session. 

:..,.Aasociated Press 
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Wall Street Journal 
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* * * Pakistani police with rifles rushed to 
protect a Lahore courthouse after judges 
dismissed charges against a teen and his 
uncle, both sentenced to hang for scrawling 
anti-Islamic graffiti on a mosque. Muslim 
protesters vowed revenge. The slogans had 
been Immediately rubbed off and witnesses 
said they were too offensive to repeat. 

* * * 

February 20, 1995 p.1 

Pakistan 'hostage' to Muslim extremists · 
By Ahmed Rashid 
LO~DON SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 

LAHORE, Pakistan ..:.... If 14· 
year-old Salamat Masih had been 
in the High Court in Lahore last 
week to hear his appeal against the 
death sentence for blasphemy, the 
crowd of bearded, turbaned mul­
lahs outside the court would have 
lynched him. · 

· "Thank God he was in jail and 

Bhuttos grip falters as U.S. visit nears 
not in court," said his attorney, 
Asma Jahangir. 

Instead, the crowd bayed for the 
blood of Ms. Jahangir, chairman of 
the Human Rights Association of 
Pakistan. "Kill her, kill her, for de­
fending the heathen," the mullahs 
shouted. 

As police tried to protect her, the 

mob smashed her car to pieces. 
The death sentence imposed by 

a lower court on two Christians -
Salamat Masih and his uncle-Reh· 
mat Masih - bas become a cause 
celebre amid an Islamic funda• 
mentalist upsurge threatening the 
beleaguered government of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto, who will 

visit Washington this spring. 
. At stake is the growing pµblic 
disillusionment.with the legal sys-
~m. ! 

"Judges are terrified, the police 
are cowed, the government is vir­
tually silent, and the state itself 
appears to be held hostage by 
groups of thugs;• said I.A. - Reh­
man, a leading human rights cam-

see PAKiSTAN, pag~ A12 
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paigner. 
The lower-court judge who sen- · 

tenced the Masihs on Feb. 8 
claimed afterward.that fundamen­
talists had threatened to kill him if 
he did not impose the death sen-

. tence. Sources said Mrs. Bhutto 
then asked the governor of Punjab, · 
Chaudry Altaf, to order a quick 
appeal hearing in the High Court 
in Lahore; . . 
· The reason Mrs: Bhutto gave 
publicly shocked the liberal intel­
ligentsia and all Christians, many 
of whom had launched hunger 
strikes. to protest their victimiza~ 
. tion. Mrs. Bhutto said · the coun­
try's image was being affected by 

· the death sentence on the boy. 
There was not a word of sympa­

thy for the vulnerable non-Muslim 
minorities - Christians, Hindus 
and Zoroastrian Parsees · - who . 
make up 3 percent of the country's · · 
population. · · .. 
· Commentators said Mrs. Bhutto 
seemed more worried about her 
forthcoming trip to Washington . 
and the .adverse effect the death :. 
sentence would have on her ·ap­
pearance with President Clinton 
than the case itself. · 

When Mr. Altaf sought out 
senior judges to hear the appeal, 
several declined. The judge who 
finally sat was so terrified, accord­
ing to the defense attorneys, that 
he allowed the prosecution lawyer 
to abuse Ms. Jahangir in court and 
made no attempt to demand the 
removal of the crowd of mullahs 
and- Islamic students who had· 
been brought in to raise pandemo­
nium outside the court. 

I 

I 
I 
I 

Reul ... I 
The deep disarray in Pp.kistan's 

faltering legal system is only 
partly Mrs. Bhutto's fault Starting 
with the military dictator Presi­
dent Zia ul-Haq, who seized power 

Prime Minister ,Benazir. Bhutto is concerned that a 14-year-old boy's ' 
death sentence for "blasphemy" will hurt Pakistan's image abroad: 

in· 1977, successive heads of state· to's closest advisers, including her 
have packed the higher courts liberal law minister, Iqbal Haider, 
with their own political nominees. urged her to amend the law as the 

The Harvard- and Oxford- Masih case and several similar 
educated · Mrs. Bhutto was ex- · ones were proving an embarrass­
pected to allow merit and experi- · ment to the government at home 
ence to dictate her judicial ap- and abroad. 
pointments. · But instead she ap- · Mrs. Bhutto declined to do so 
. pointed judges who were either because to amend the law through 

: members of or close to the ruling parliament she would have had to 
'Pakistan People's Party. seek a compromise with the bellig-

The blaspqemy law is only one erent opposition when she was 
of many imposed for political ex- more interested in taming it. She 
pediency. Gen. Zia introduced it in also feared a fundamentalist back-
1986 as a capital offense, as part of lash. She later sacked Mr. Haider. 
his Islamicization campaign. It is That backlash is already taking 
so vague that anyone can accuse place. Several thousand students 
anyone else of blasphemy without studying at Islamic schools in 
real evidence or witnesses. Peshawar, Lahore and Quetta have 

SalamatMasih'sattorneys claim crossed the Afghan border to join 
there is no case because of major the Afghan Tulibaan, the funda-
differences in the accounts of the mentalist student movement- that 
witnesses who -claim they saw this week reached the gates · of 
graffiti against the prophet Mo- Kabul. 
hammed that the. youth is alleged The Tulibaan have swept aside 
to have written. · the older generation of Afghan 

Moreover, the boy was illiterate warlords and want an Islamic gov-
and has only learned to write his ernmentin the Afghan capital. 
name while in jail. Last year as the . · The Afghan Tolibaan movement 
case was being heard, gunmen has inspired about ·2.s million sru­
shot dead one of his uncles and dents in Pakistan. Outside the La­
wounded another: hare courthouse, the slogans 

FormostoflastvearMr~ 'Ql-,nt- ,l-,m ,ti>rl 1, .. •'-o ~- - .. ,.-! , __ , .. _,_,., 

calls for a Tolibaan movement in 
Pakistan to sweep aside .the cor-
rupt ruling elite. · 

"When these Pakistani Tolibaan 
return from Afghanistan the gov­
ernment is going to face a major , 
problem, because they will · be : 
armed, trained and inspi,;-ed:' ,said 
a diplomat. . . · , .. 

These students now have a po­
tential · 1eader and inspiration in 
the former Pakistani cricket. cap­
tain, Imran Khan. He has an­
nounced a pressure group to cam­
paign against what he calls the 
culture and the political system 
run by the "brown sahibs." 

He is enormously popular, and 
much of his organization is run by 
students. There is little doubt that 
Salamat Masih will be freed on ap• 
peal, but it will be done.more be­
cause of political expediency than 
legal rights. The infamous blas­
phemy law will still be in place, 
waiting to claim its next victim. 

In any case, Salamat Masih's life 
will be ruined. Even if he is acquit­
ted, he will have nowhere to go, 
nowhere to hide, because extrem- , 
ists will still try to take the law into ' 
their own hands and execute their : 
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REMARKS FOR LAHORE UNIVERSITY OF MANAGEMENT SCIENCES 

LAHORE, PAKISTAN 

MARCH 27, 1995 

Administrators, faculty, students, distinguished guests, 

ladies and gentlemen, and my many gracious hosts in Pakistan: 

It is with a great sense of honor that I join you today in 

Lahore. I would especially like to thank Prime Minister Bhutto 

and all the people of this wonderful country for her and your 

generous hospitality. I know that all Americans share my desire 

to extend the same warm welcome to the Prime Minister when she 

visits Washington next month. 

Let me also say that, saddened as we all are by the violence 

afflicting your people in Karachi and including the tragic deaths 

of two American diplomats~ there recently, on behalf of all 

Americans I join your Prime Minister in condemning violence and 

terrorism across the globe wherever it occurs. 

I have come to South Asia to continue our longstanding 

friendship and to deepen the dialogue between our peoples. I 

have come to learn not only about policies and programs but about 

1 



people. The men, women, children and families in Islamabad, 

Lahore and throughout Pakistan and other countries in this region 

have much to teach me and my country. For that repson, I find it 

particularly fitting that my journey is beginning in Lahore­

celebrated for its history as a center of education and 

scholarship. 

Since the birth of this institution a decade ago, Americans 

have been proud to be associated with LUMS. We are glad we had a 

chance to contribute help with our aid in the building of this 

university, and we are proud to have shared in a continuous 

exchange of faculty and students. Your university has flourished 

because government, corporations, philanthropic organizations, 

business leaders like Mr. Babar Ali, and private citizens in both 

of our countries believed in the potential of the next generation 

not just to acquire skills needed to run businesses, but to 

gain the wisdom and experience needed to help guide your country 
~ ~ .... -~ -tt:c.. t• 1 "'-lr"'\1'J<. 

and,_ ._·~ our global ~T through new challenges ansAoften 

confusing times. 
' 

~J (J/LC<?-,P'P-f: t bat'«t41.,?.x.ev,# ~,J /fld,~1»~ 
aeeJ -I-a k 

LUMS is not only teaching its students the science of 
~ 

~business and management, but also the art of building 

0 communities. Aaa-Nothing is more important than strengthening our 

notion of c unity, particularly at the dawn of a century that 

promises ne opportunities, but also greater competition, scarcer 

··. · · -.~_---;~ __ :_ ~ ~ ·· ·-.·~·\1f.{·.::t :::_:.·-:,·:-·~_--::"')f~~~%tr.<_~::t::t~/.;1\-.~··--.... 
~ --



Today 

share~e 

~ I want to talk to you about t::lie world of change we 
lt'"f«uAL~ 

importance of investing in people 1to helpl'l'!t" ' 

u11der~tcrm:1 anO shape that change,;-and the critieal role et wonten:-

~ rt, ~ ~.J- ') U{ ,.._,._ /~k # 

This is a moment in history of great possibility, of great 

opportunity, excitement, and growth. And yet, if there is one 

constant we find from generation to generation, century to 

century, millennium to millennium, it is that change engenders 

fear. 

The violence of terrorism, the ugly face of bigotry, and the 

ignorance that breeds intolerance of those of a different 

religion or ethnic background are all exacerbated by that fear of 

change. And no nation is immune. We are all struggling to adapt 

to new challenges without giving up a sense of who we are and 

where we belong . 

. People are fond of saying that the world is growing smaller, 
~ --- w , t ""AUL ~-.e. '' 

and i:;;.~~ls Slflaller when we all have~access to information 

arm 

. •'>?.\'··,;.:·-r:·r'./ :-~} _.,,,- ... · ..... , .. 
. .. . . .. .. . -· . .. 

. . . - . . . . : ;,-: . ..,_ . 
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\,J,l;t~-M 
At.nswers to the~ vexing problems facing human 

civilization today -- poverty, starvation, illiteracy, v'to\~c.., 

alienation, ~R&ele~aftee, ...-the exploitation of the weakest and 

most vulnerable groups in society -- are~nly in 

theories or formulas or fixed rules. They are also found in 
.. , ... Ai~~~.,,, j 

examples -- case studie~ff t e human experience; 1:N:,n1Q.1'1. stories 

that probe our hearts and minds and compel us to make a case for 

why we do what we do, and how we do it. 

Too often, I think, we search vainly for "right" and "wrong" 
eL,.-ih~ 

answers to resolveAiuman questions when, in fact, learning about 
l.S 

~a~J=-,Jworld 11Uot alway~ &a a continuing~~ 

/by tradition, experience, and past wisdom -- ae well es Ji.... . 
•I-L ,( :.I' ""-"•"~ ~ ~ -e4..(>~ 1 fAl't...t... 1\..J"" •4-A'-'"' ti be. ~ A.J 1-f''" 
~ f'rom the visions we hold of what constitutes a good and"healthy ~ 

future. 

£, .. , 1ueh.......t. Jwll ~~ 111AcA. "", ...,...,4M-J.,~ 'TL~tuc 
I'ii- :ti=Lstitutions like LUMS 'WAic;;A, in Qducatinq our·~~"l -· ·7-

t~ J\ ~4---t1JltJ <...L,.l 
oiei~ens, al8'0 help~ acce]?t and shape change to ew-. 0 

~~-,:.. 

i,L-,.w,...f\°"'~~ o,• •• 
benefit. ~deepens- our understanding and respect for others 

~ 
different from ourselves and strengthen_.-our,11uman values, 

including the respect for human rights,and the importance of 

including all our citizens 

our societies. 

women as well as men -- fully in 

A friend recently told me a story I'm sure many of you know, 

4 
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about an old man who goes to market in a large town and is deeply 

troubled because he has never been among so many people before. 

"I cannot sleep," he says, "for if I were to awake, how would I 

find myself?" 

One of those nearby suggests that the old man tie a string 

to his toe so that when we wakes up he will see the string and 

know who he is. 

The old man takes the advice, ties a string to his toe, and 

falls into a deep sleep. While he is sleeping, the fellow who 

suggested the idea takes the string off the old man's toe and 

ties it to the toe of a man sleeping in the next bed. 

The old man wakes up and is astonished not to find the 

string on his toe. When he notices it on the toe of the man next 

to him, he shakes him awake and says: "It is clear from the 

string on your toe that you are me. Who, then, am I?" 

to 

co 

build new 

ourselves 

'!K"'"nurture a stronger sense of 

ery culture, every nation must be 

5 



willing to share and be open to others. 

ed of the great contributions 

gave the centuries ago, both recovering the wisdom of 

contributing the fruit of their 

in philosophy and natural science. 

civilization, poe 

which has been so 

I think of 

~ed St&U n.lcly' 

place of the written 

, and Scripture, and 

respect 

Islamic 

sense of history 

civilization. 

to family here. In ~he 

9n +- be na@e -= 
t::ti~;;B!miP9!ea+-od;~~~ ern~a~ ~QC:,~a,;'f.;!?1:1-- :;}g:;{;~~ 

il2e g ttfifirt1lf'D . I\ ~apid and sometimes 1 

thoughtless modernization 

.gii«a -- has led to an erosi 

social institutions, includ' 

a ~ai!l!lli:=llir~~~ struggle to rene 

some----5 &Wi ;t;uu · s traditional 
e.. a.ti ~ 
amily. And weAa.e ~ engaged in 

onds of family and community. 

reminded that comp and tolerance of 
~ 

of others~respect for individual and 

at the heart of both of r national values 

6 
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Terms like capital and infrastructure and productivity -­

which you use every day here at LUMS in your case studies -- must 

also be applied when we think about the world's greatest 

resource: its people. 

Investing in human capital, building the human 

infrastructure, and enhancing human productivity ought to be our 

collective concern. I can't tell you how many times, in my 

travels around my country and overseas, I have looked into the 

eyes of a child and seen so much promise and hope ... and then 

felt my heart sink, knowing the child may have little chance of 

fulfilling his or her promise because of the very great obstacles 

-- limited access to education, health services, jobs -- still 

ahead. 

This is not the fault of one nation or another; it is the 

fault of all nations. Every nation must do more for its own 

people and especially for children -- the boys and girls who 

represent the future of humanity. And to the extent possible, 
f <rP'-< ~ ~ ~ 

nations who can help-\othera,.,in dieea1a:; lamis should do so . 

Because enhancing the human potential anywhere in today's 

interconnected world enhances it everywhere. 

I cannot overstate the role women must be allowed to play in 

this global enterprise. We are witnessing the unprecedented rise 

of women to fuller partnerships in society; in Pakistan and 

7 



elsewhere we see evidence of the special gifts that women can 

bring to the family, community, business and government. 

Girls and women are vital to the economic, social, and 

political life of every country. But even though women comprise 

" 52 percent of the worldSpopulation; are the primary caretakers 

for children and the aged; and are a significant presence in the 

work force, they continue to be marginalized and abused in many 

societies. We must strive for a world where women everywhere are 

respected and their rights protected. 

In my own country I have seen single mothers who are raising 

children alone while holding down several jobs. I have seen women 

professionals bumping up against the glass ceiling. I have seen 

women around the world planting crops, plowing fields, taking 

goods to the market, running health clinics and schools, caring 

for orphaned and neglected children along with their own, 

managing businesses, dispensing justice and doing the hard work 

of leading nations. 

Investing in the health and education of women and girls is 

essential to improving global prosperity. We have seen in parts 

of Asia and South America that the education of girls can help 

lift whole populations out of poverty. We have seen the education 

of women enhance their roles as mothers and increase their 

participation in civic life. 
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And in countries where governments and NGOs have made 

voluntary, safe and effective family planning available and have 

provided related health services, we have seen an improvement not 

only in the lives of individuals but in the economic well-being 

of their countries. 

If women don't thrive, the world won't thrive. For this 

reason, I applaud LUMS for opening up academic and professional 

opportunities for women, who comprise nearly one-third of your 

students and about one-fifth of the permanent faculty. 

Both of our governments and peoples realize the importance 

of ensuring that women are full participants in their societies 

and economies. I am pleased that my government will begin in 

corning weeks to implement an assistance program in Pakistan 

through non-governmental organizations to strengthen family 

planning and child survival services and to expand ~rl~ ~ 
01t~ f....r'),rh. 

education"'4- We want to remain engaged with you in addressing 

these key issues¥~~~ ~--t-

Pakistani-Americans in Washington who wanted to make a concrete 
P-<o~ti...~•• ~ ,U,v.w,.t,~") ~ 

contribution toltaeee/\in t eir homeland~who have ftet been Qleooed 

with the s-..me opport ... ~it i'i:. the~• ~av& };:}aa. They have decided to 

endow a scholarship at the Lahore University of Management 

Sciences. They have secured funding for the first year of the 
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scholarship and are in the process of establishing an endowment 

to ensure that every year a woman student, whose family does not 

have the resources to finance education here at LUMS, will have 

access to the management training and skills that Pakistan will 

need in the 21st century. ~hey wiJJ a)~g be part of this vibtartt 

r:efflRll l D j t }' . ==--

Thirty years ago, the study of business and management was 

relatively narrow. But today, whatever our vocation, we must take 

a larger view. To know about business, or law, or any other 

field, one must know about the world. And to know about the 

world, one must know about people's deepest yearnings and 

anxieties. And only then can one really know what it means to 

live and work in a global community . 

As the ancient Sufi prayer says: 

We who know, and do not know that we know: 

Let us become one, whole. 

Let us be transformed. 

We who have known, but do not know: 

Let us once more see 

The beginning of all. 

We who do not wish to know, 
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But still say that we want to know: 

Let us be guided 

To safety and light. 

~~ 
I hope you know how much I have enjoyed·~nia3 from yoo 

during these last few days. And on behalf of all Americans, let 

me thank you for working to strengthen the friendship and 

partnership our nations have enjoyed for so many years. I hope 

with all my heart that the many values and traditions that unite 

us wil_l draw us even closer in the future /4 ~ W'Y'll\. h )"~ 
~~~ ~ v,·,,, ~{.( (n~ ~~ le~'~ v,,~ ~· a-~ 
~ bf.,,"'J"IJ.. w-t:. ~ 0-ll~ ~ • 
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Let Us Commit Ourselves 
Muhammad Yunus 

( Plenary .Address at the World Summit for Social 
Development , Copenhagen, Denmark March 9, 1995 ] 

Mr. President and distinguished delegates 

I bring greetings to you from the two million 
women borrowers of Grameen Bank In 

Bangladesh. They wish you to know that they are 
fortunate to have Grameen Bank to support them. 
With tiny loans averaging slightly over $100, 
one-third of them have already crossed the poverty 
line with their own efforts and talents. 

The remaining two-third are very close to the 
poverty line. They will cross the poverty-line within 
the next five years. All of the Grameen families 
have increased their family Income rapidly, birth 
rate has declined In these families, nutrition level 
has significantly Increased; over 300,000 of them 
have built decent houses with Grameen housing 
loans, Installed hand tubewells for pure drinking 
water and set up sanitary latrlnes--all with Grameen 
Bank loans. 

Grameen Bank started out in 1976, by giving out 
US$30 to 42 people. Eighteen years later, 
Grameen disbursed US$385 million in 1994 alone. 
Projected disbursement In 1995 exceeds half a 
billion US dollars. 

Grameen borrowers have demonstrated how good 
the poor are In paying back bank loans. They 
deserve to be rated as top-class clients by any 
banking standard. But the conventional banks still 
do not consider the poor as credit-worthy. Will It 
be wrong now to say that the conventional banks 
are not people-worthy ? 

Mr. President 

If this Social Summit is taking the challenge of 
poverty-alleviation seriously, then the task 
would be to create people-worthy banks, both 
In the poor and the rich countries, to establish 
credit as a human right. Both domestic banks and 

multi-lateral development finance institutions need 
to do this task. 

Many among us talk about poverty alleviation but 
do not really believe that poverty alleviation Is a 
feasible proposition. Seeing what Is happening 
among Grameen borrowers, non-believers will 
easily turn Into firm believers. I am totally 
convinced that the poverty alleviation Is very much 
a do-able proposition. If we can create a global 
commitment, we can definitively create a 
poverty-free world within the next fifty years. 

The poor are completely capable of changing their 
own lives with their ONn efforts, provided barriers 
which are put around them by the existing system 
are removed. All people are endONed with Incredible 
potentials. But, for the poor and the small producers, 
these potentials remain unexplored. 

If the bottom fifty per cent of the world population, 
I.e., the poor and the small producers, are allowed 
to bring out their productivity, Ingenuity, and 
creativity -- the world will be a better place for all. 

Mr. President 

In the name of "development", we have invested 
large sums of money over the past few decades. 
But they hardly touched the lives of the bottom fifty 
per cent of our people. 

In this Social Summit, let us all agree that we 
shall not accept any Investment as 
development expenditure unless It touches the 
lives of the bottom fifty per cent of the people. 

I urge the tax-payers In the donor countries to 
make sure that their money directly benefits the 
bottom fifty percent In the recipient countries. 

Poverty has not been created by the poor. It Is 
created by the Institutions and policies we have 



Let Us Commit Ourselves ..• 
Continued 

bulH •ound us. Un .... thae •• r• 
designed and aHernatlv• lns11tutlons 

and pollclea are made, poverty wlll 
continue to flourish. 

My country, Bangladesh, has received 

US$27 billion in beign assistance 0Yet( the 
last 23 years. But you don't see the imprint 

of this money on the faces of the poor. 

Where did all this money go ? Research 

findings tell us : 75 per cent of this money 

was spent In donor countries to pay for 

commodities, equipment, consultants, 

experts, and contractors. The remaining 

25 per cent spent in Bangladesh went to 

local contractors, local suppliers, local 

consultants and bureaucracy. What did 

the bottom fifty per cent get out of it ? I 

am sure you can guess. 

Of course, everything was justified in the 

name of the poor people. 

Mr. PrNldent 

The policies you endorse here must em­

power - not ignore - the bottom people, 

the poor and the small producers, who are 

the engines of sustainable economic prog. 

ress and stakeholders In the civil society. 

The Small Farmers, Producers, and the 

Microentrepreneurs Caucus urges you, 

Mr. President, to consider the language 

it has developed to fill the current void in 

the Summit document where the poor 

and the small producers are concerned. 

The poor and the small producers are not 

asking for charity or handouts. They are 

asking for the same opportunities as en­

joyed by other segments of the society. 

Mr. PrNldent 

Let us put our faith In the capabilities of 

Individual human beings. Let us accept 

the fact that each human being Is capable 
of ensuring his/her human dignity If we 
only create the supportive environment. 

Let us commit ourselves to creating a 

poverty-free world In the next fifty years. 

Let us promise that we shall not let a 

single family on this planet suffer from 

the disgrace of poverty, ever. 

Thank you, Mr. President. "9 
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Putting People First 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 

r Extracts of the Statement by the U.S. Arat Lady at the Social Summit, 
March 7, 1995 Copenhagen, Denmark) 

It is a special pleasure to be able to rights of women and workers to be pro-

speak to a gathering that includes so tected from exploitation and abuse. And 

many non-governmental organiza­

tions. Whether they operate In great 

cities or in remote villages, NGOs have 

always played a vital role In strengthen­

ing our global community. But particu­

larly today, as all nations face new 

challenges and choices, the experience 

and wisdom of the NGOs will be critical 

in guiding us toward a safer, more just, 

and unified world. 

The end of the Cold War created extraor­

dinary new opportunities for growth and 

progress. But at the same time, ethnic 

strife and civil conflict have erupted 

across our planet, depleting our re­

sources, draining our energies, promot­

ing hatred and intolerance and imperil­

ing the idea of a free and open global 

society. 

Today, too many nations waste precious 

resources on building and acquiring 

weapons of mass destruction, staging 

wars and doing violence to basic human 

rights, instead of investing those re­

sources In people. Too often, natural 

resources are destroyed and human 

ones exploited through !IOCially Irrespon­

sible behaviour. Today, too much time is 

spent in naked pursuit of power, instead 

of working for peace and prosperity. 

It has become fashionable In recent 

years to assign blame for the world's 

problems to one group of nations or an­

other. I hope this Summit does not suc­

cumb to that temptation. In fact, every 

nation needs to rethink its approach to 

social development and most nations 

need to do more for their own people and 

for humanity. 

To meet the goals of this Summit, gov­

ernments will have to go about their busi­

ness in new ways. They will have to 

rethink how to protect their most vulner­

able populations in a time of shrinking 

resources and accelerated global com­

petition. They will have to respect basic 

human rights and that Includes the 

they will have to create conditions that 

encourage individual initiative and a vi­

brant civic life. 

In addressing the world's social prob­

lems, however, we cannot expect gov­

ernments to act alone, particularly In an 

era of scattered and, some believe, 
scarce resources. Governments need 

NGOs to monitor their actions and mobi­

lize them to find innovative solutions to 

problems. NGOs can also inspire us to 

work more effectively with each other -

within the NGO community and within 

the community of nations. That Is why 

the participation of NGOs at this and 

other UN conferences is so invaluable. 

The great social movements of my own 

country during the 19th and 20th centu­

ries - the abolition of slavery, the right of 

women to vote, as well as the civil rights 

movement would not have been 

achieved without the leadership of civic, 

religious, and social organizations. 

And the same is true elsewhere. ~ t,ro. 

bassador Somavia knows so well, civic 

organizations committed to human 

rights and the rule of the law were instru­

mental in assuring Chile's transition to 

democracy. 

Through the work of nuns and lay people 

in the Philippines, civic groups in Bul­

garia, grassroots organizations working 

across Africa and South Nnerica, and 

many others, NGOs have helped to im­

prove the lives of tens of millions of men, 

women, children and families struggling 

to escape tyranny, poverty, and social 

dislocation. 

Ultimately, this forum and the Social 

Summit is about supporting and 

building on that work, notfor the sake 

of governments or Ideologies, but for 

people. It Is about putting people 

first . And putting people first re­
quires realistic, workable solutions to 

complex problems. 

Gran.en Dialogue 



Too often, the assumption ia that any 

solution will inevitably be costly and 

complicated. In fact, we have proof to 
the countta,y. We ... grassroots efforts 

around the world that are reducing pov­
erty, Improving health and education, 

and promoting Individual freedom. 

UNICEF, to take one shining example, 

has had a decade-long focus on child 

survival and has plonNred many strate­

gies that are low cost, including 

breastfeeding and oral rehydration ther­

apy and immunizations. 

Last year, polio was eradicated in the West­

ern Hemisphere by a multinational effort 

and the U.S. was the lead donor for that. 

Around the world, the percentage of chil­

dren immunized has been increasing in a 
rather remarkable way from 20 per cent to 

80 per cent between 1980 and 1990. 

In the United States, I am frank to admit, 

we have had to follow the lead of other 

countries so that finally we are attempt­

ing to increase the immunization rates of 

our own children. And our rates have 

Increased, but are not yet where they 

need to be. 

In South America, the involvement of 

NGOs teaching pregnant women self-di­

agnosis of maternal health problems has 

resulted in a dramatic reduction of the 

infant mortality In rural areas. 

I saw myself at the Fabella Hospital in 

Manila, new mothers staying in the hos­

pital long enough to learn to nurse their 

babies, which promoted a stronger bond 

between the mother and child and in­

creased the chances of family stability. 

And in counties where governments and 

NGOs have made voluntary, safe and 

effective family planning available and 

have provided related health services, 

we have SNn an improvement not only 

in the lives of individuals but in the eco­

nomic well-being of their countries. 

Now, no one person, as we know so well, 

can be freed from the bondage of pov­

erty or fully integrated into society with­

out the means to earn a living and the 

task of nations and NGOs la to promote 
policies that lift up the poorest in society, 
and to insist on core labour standards 
that help stop the exploitation of work­
ers, many of whom are children. 

PEOPLE'S FUND 
FOR MICRO-CREDIT PROGRAMMES 

Grameen Trust has just initiated the process 

of creating a US$ 100 million PEOPLE'S 

FUND to support Grameen Replication 

Programme all around the world. Since funds 

are not coming forward in a significant way, 

from the bilateral and multilateral donors, to 

support the micro-finance initiatives around 

the world, we thought people can take the 

lead and show the way for the governments 

and global and regional development 

financial institutions. We wish to reach one 

million people who would contribute US$ 100 

(or equivalent amount in other currencies) 

each to this Fund to make it happen. 

We are urging each interested person to 

persuade four other friends to contribute US 

$100 each, and create a Grameen Support 

Group. 

Initiate a group of your own and make 

Grameen dream come true at people's initiative. 

Join the Global Grameen Movement today, and 

be a partner in creating a poverty-free world. 

Send your cheques to : 

GRAMEEN TRUST 
Grameen Bank Bhaban 
Mirpur 'Iwo, Dhaka 1216 

Bangladesh 
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Governments must be responsible for 

promoting dllCipllned economic poli­
cies. And, In the United States, the Pres­

ident la working hard to renew the Amer­

ican economy through fiscal policies 

that do assist thou who are poor In 

such ways as providing tax credits and at 
tempting to ralM the minimum wage. 

Investing In education goes hand In 

hand with providing economic opportu­

nity. Aa capital and technology become 

more mobile, differences In the quality of 

labor torces will become that much more 

apparent. And again, we can learn from 

each other as to how we can reduce 

illiteracy and Increase prospects for em­

ployment and economic security. 

Opportunity should be the reward for 

taking responsibility In life. That philos­

ophy la a good guide when we consider 

strategies - govemmental and non.gov­
ernmental - to promote greater self-reli­

ance and economic Independence 
among all our citizens, Including espe­
cially the poor and disenfranchised. 

We have an example of that which will be 

discussed at this Summit when we look 

at the Grameen Bank In Bangladesh. Or. 
Muhammad Yunus, who many of you In 

this room know, as I do, believes that if 

you give people access to credit - and 

ask them to take responsibility in return 

- they will achieve greater economic and 
social Independence. 

Through its small loans to the poorest 

women In rural areas of Bangladesh, the 

Grameen Bank not only has Improved 

the Immediate circumstances of thou­

sands of families, it has also fostered a 

greater sense of purpose and spirit of 

community among the people. 

I only wish every nation shared Or. 
Yunus's and the Grameen Bank's appre­

ciation of the vital role that girls and 

women play In the economic, social, and 

political life of our societies. 

Although women comprise 52 per cent 

of the world population, although they 

are the primary caretakers for children 

and the aged, and are a significant pres­

ence In the workforce, they continue to 

be marginalized In many countrl.es. 

Worldwide, more than two-thirds of the 

children who never attended school or 
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have dropped out are girls. Of the one 

billion people who remain Illiterate, two­

thirds are women. And a disproportion­

ate number of those we call living in 

absolute poverty, are women. 

Investing in the health and education of 

women and girls la esaentlal to Improv­

ing global prosperity and I am glad that 
this Summit has endorsed the principle 

of equal rights and opportunities for 

women. In parts of Asia and South Amer­

ica we have seen education of girls help 

lift whole populations out of poverty. 

We have seen the education of women 

enhance their roles as mothers and in­

crease their participation in civic life. So 
we must do more to ensure equal rights 

for women, along with equal pay and 

equal access to health care and educa­

tion. 

Tomorrow, as part of International 

Women's Day, it will be my honour to 

announce a major new United States 

commitment to expand educational op­

portunities for poor girls on three conti­

nents. 

I'd like to end by saying that we must all 

take responsibility and do our part. Too 

often we engage In a false debate that 

says on the one hand only governments 

or on the other only individuals, are re­
sponsible for solving their own problems 

and those of the world. In fact, we all 
know that we need a partnership that Is 

going to bring us all together. Govern­

ments can either support or undermine 

people as they face the moral, social, 

and economic challenges of our time. 

Individuals can either take initiative and 
responsibility or fall into hopelessness 

and despair. Simply put, no govern­

ment, no NGO, no person can remain 

idle given the magnitude of the 
challenges we face and the uncertainties 

of the world in which we live. 

For those who are skeptical about our 
progress, I suggest that we all reflect on 

the life of one extraordinary man, Jim 

Grant, who recently passed away. Jim 

may have been more responsible for 

saving more lives over the past 15 years 

than any other person In the world. Mil­

lions of children are alive today because 

Jim Grant challenged us, set goals for 

us, and devised simple, efficient and af-

fordable methods of Intervening on be­
half of children and their families. UNI­

CEF will be laaulng this book, Profiles In 
Success, Peoples' ProgreN In Africa, 
Aala, And Latln America, which outlines 

some of the techniques and strategies 
that UNICEF has employed in order to 
create successful outcomes for people. 

His legacy is not only found in the won­

derful work that goes on fNery day at 

UNICEF, or In the success of his Infant 

formula campaign, or In the packages of 

"Oral Rehydration Therapy" that he 
would carry around in his pocket and pull 

out on any occasion. 

His legacy is In the jobs that each of us 

in this room, each of the people around 

the world in private, voluntary organiza­
tions and other NGOs and government 
organizations do day In and day out, 

throughout the world. It is our duty to 
continue to live up to Jim Grant's 
challenge and to do our part to fulfil the 

goals of this Summit. In closing, I would 

ask that as we go about our business in 

the months and years ahead, whether we 

are In government or in the private sector 

or just acting on our own, that we draw 

strength and courage from Jim Grant's 

example and do justice to his memory. 

If we do that, then this Summit and all 

that follows will be a success. 

Thank you very much. 

INDONESIA 

Karya Usaha 
Mandiri 

Faxnet 7 referred to the high Interest 
rate charged by KUM. I think it 

would help your readers If I ex­
plained why we decided on this rate -

which Is Indeed high compared to 

Grameen Bank and other replications, 

but which Is still relatively low compared 

to the rates charged by formal rural fi­

nancial Institutions In Indonesia. 

The Need to Become Sustainable 

Since the beginning of the project KUM 
has had extremely limited funds. Most 

of the funds came from APDC which 
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provided US$ 32,940 in operational and 

research oosta for the two-Y9ar pilot proj­

ect. Later, KUM received a further capital 

grant from the Central Bank through the 

Indonesian Banking Development Insti­

tute (now the Indonesian Banker's Insti­

tute) amounting only US$25,000. 

There was no guarantee that any more 

funds would be forthcoming and the 

project had to compete with other insti­

tutions for funds; therefore, It was neces­

sary to become sustainable in a relatively 

short time, otherwise the project would 

have been forced to close down if there 

is no more money. 

As a result, KUM concentrated its activi­

ties In one sub-district in Central Java 

with only one branch. In this way we 

could reduce overhead costs by operat­

ing only one office, with one manager 

and also optimise the performance of 

existing staff members. 

In deciding the salaries and interest 

charges, KUM alligned itse" with existing 

formal credit institutions in the rural areas, 
because this is the rural market rate. Their 

interest rate was between 3% and 5% per 

month, so KUM took a figure a little higher 

than the lowest rate - 3.33%. 

Criticism 

There was a lot of criticism of KUM's 

Interest rate, but KUM did not give up for 

the following reasons: 

• For people who cannot get access to 

the banking system, the interest rate 

is not important, so long as they can 

get the loan they need. KUM loan Is 

not complicated and does not require 

collateral or guarantees. 

• To reach break-even point in a rela­

tively short period KUM has to earn an 

income which will cover its opera­

tional costs. It is better to reduce the 

interest rate once the break-even 

point is reached, rather than have to 

raise it later to become sustainable. 

• 'Mien KUM becomes sustainable it wil 

be easier to get funds from donors Md 

banks, because they can be sure their 

money will not be lost 

• A sustainable branch will encourage 

other institutions to co-operate with 

KUM to start similar credit projects. 

• The Members of KUM have not com-

Gnn-,, Dialogue 

plained about the interest rate. This 

waa demonstrated when KUM cele­

brated ita first anniversary. A journal­

ist aaked members whether the rate 

waa too high. Their answer was •No•. 

e The interest rate charged by money­

lenders is even higher -between 10% 

and 30% a month. 

Achievements : Now other Banks are 
Interested I 

Because of its good performance KUM 

has attracted the attention of a state 

bank, Bank Dagang Negara, which now 

wants to co-operate with KUM to help the 

poor. Since 1993, KUM has received Rp 

60,000,000 or about US$30,000 as a loan 

at 6% interest. The Bank also donated 

US$20,000 to build the KUM office. 

In October, 1993, KUM broke even and 

we hoped that in 1994 KUM can recover 

the losses of previous years. 

For the year 1995, Bank Dagang Negara 
has committed to triple its loan to KUM. 

We hope, therefore, that KUM can re­

duce the interest rate charged to mem­

bers in the coming years, because 

KUM's aim is not to make profit, but to 

help the poor. 

VIETNAM 

Pandu Suharto 
Management Team, KUM 

TYM Project 

Tan Yu Mai or TYM means •IIove you• 

in Vietnamese. The project has re­

ceived technical advice from Dr. Aris 

Alip, the international expert for credit to 

poor women in Vietnam. 

With the financial assistance from inter­

national agencies such as the Asian 

Community Trust (ACn, Nissan Roren 

Trade Union, the Buddhist Association 

for Peace (RKK), APDC, Grameen Trust, 

the Vietnam Women's Union, TYM proj­

ect is now being implemented applying 

the Grameen Bank model in Soc Son 

district of Hanoi, from August, 1992. 

Soc Son is the first project site to imple­

ment the Grameen Bank model in Viet­

nam. After one year of operation, the 

project has also Inspired other micro-

credit projects in Vietnam : credit pro­

grammes have been taken up in one 
commune of Quynh Ngoc district, In 

Nhg• province (Central Vietnam); three 

communes of Tan My district, Song Be 

province (South of Vietnam) and one 
commune of Soc Trang province. 

After two years of j)foject implementa­

tion (from August, 1992 till September 

1994) in Soc Son, the project has 

achieved the following results: 

• number of communes: 3 (Minh Phu, 
Phu Minh, Tieu Ouoc) 

• number of centers :48 

• number of Groups: 247 

• number of members recognized: 1,235 

• number of members who have left: 5 

• number of loanees: 1,230 

• number of people receiving 1st loan: 
929 persons; 422.200.000 VND 

• number of people receiving 2nd loan: 
301 persons; 150.500.000 VND 

• total amount of loans disbursed: 
572.700.000 VND 

• total savings in Group Fund: 
94.811.000 VND 

• repayment rate : 98.3% 

• attendance in weekly meeting : 100'!E, 

At this moment, TYM fund is undertaking 

training for establishment of a branch in 

Soc Son with the assistance of experts 

from the Center for Agricultural and 

Rural Development (CARD). This 

branch will officially be put into operation 

in October 1994. It will supervise activi­

ties of 3 communes. 

Projected Expansion 

In the fourth quarter of 1994, the project 

plans to expand Its activities to 3 new 

communes, namely Sac Phu, Quang 
Tien, Trung gla of Soc Son district. Up 

to now over 30 international delegates 

have visited the TYM project sites. They 

include Christian Relief Service (CRS), 

Quaker America, Action Aid, Save the 

Children Fund UK, Supporting Return­

ees by Scandinavian countries (NAV), 

CIDE, etc. In addition, many delegations 

of peoples' organizations and Vietnam 

Women's Union at different levels have 
also visited the project. 

Through actual implementation of 

Grameen Bank Financial System and 

visits to GB, the Vietnam Women's Union 

recognized this approach to be applica­

ble for improvement of conditions of 

5 



TYPICAL PROJECT ACTIVITIES 

1. Minh Phu commune 

This project has been implemenled in Minh Phu since August 1992. There are 

609 beneficiaries. A,ller two years the cenJer chiefs and field workers have 

carried out a survey of 565 families. They found out thaJ 166 families have 

remarkably improved their living standards (accounting for 29.3% of total 

families). They were able II> buy buffaloes/cows, agricullural machinery and 

they also have fixed up their houses, kuchens, pigpens. They have bough/ S10me 

electric appliances valued aJ 200,000d-1,600,000d ($20-$160). 

e Many women after getting two "loans, have gone through many cycles of 

production: first they bough/ chicken then SIOld them II> buy pigs. AJler thaJ 

they wld /aliened pigs II> buy wws and then S10ld them II> buy buffalos/cows 

and won. 

e The rest of the women have increased their income and allained food 

securiJy. There are no cases of people who have borrowed money from money 

lenders for production and consumption. 

e Howwer; a Jew loans have proved II> be risky and did not profiJ from their 

business.. 

2. 'lieu Duoc commune 

e A,ller 8 monJhs of operation, many projects have achieved good results. 

e Survey results of 40 households aJ the end of August indicated thaJ the 

average inoome per head/per monlh/ per household is 39,500d ( equivalent 

II> $ 3.5). Before implementaJion of the project, the highest income per 

household was 35,000d/head/monlh whereas the lowest was 15,000d ( equiv­

alent II> $ 1.4). 

e One household has engaged in petty trade and has earned 1,600,000d 

($150) in 7 monJhs. 

e 3 households have raised ducks and earned 500,000-800,000d ($50-80) in 

7monJhs. 

100%ofhouseholds said that after they became involved in this project, their living 

condiJions have tangibly improved. Now they Q/T in.termed in aJlmding weekly 

group IMfflll&J and ngularly deposil savin,s and repay the loans on time. 

poor rural and urban women In Vietnam. 

The Executive Committee of the Vietnam 

Women's Union already has decided to 

establish a bank for poor women This 

will be a typical bank of women and most 

importantly, we can Integrate bank activ­

ities with WU'a activities for advance­

ment of women and development of the 

society. 

the key officials and put his argument for 

a Women's Bank. 

M in wery other Asian country, the main 

opposition Is coming from government 
rural banks, who consider the poor to be 
their turf, but who cannot reach them. At a 

dialogue attended by policy makers, bank­

ers and NGO&, ProfessorYunusarguedthat 

the Glameen Bank system reaches the 

poor and gets the money back. 
TYM at the Crossroads 

Crucial decisions on the future shape of 

the replication of TYM are currently being 

made between the Women's Union which 

Initiated the project and the •nior party 

and government officials In Hanoi. 

Profeuor Yunua, during hla vlait to the 

Women's Union In Oeoember, talked to 
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TYM has leveUed off In numbers, despite 

the very strong demand from poor women 

and the commitment of the powerful 

Women's Union. So far, It has relied on 

village cadres, who aa volunteers are paid 

a amall allowance, to organlu groups and 
collect lnstalm«lta. The• cadres have 

many other dut. besidN TYM. 

Folowlng euggeatlons have been made: 

-employ paid, full-time field staff, who 

are solely responsible for the credit 

operations. 

-employ professional staff at head of­

fice level, partlcularly In accounts. 

-work towards making Soc San, the 

original branch, Into a viable branch 

-lobby to change the legal structure to 
allow the creation of a fullfledged poor 
women's bank under its own charter. 

-keep the project separate from gover-

ment and party. 

Vietnam Is a very Important area for rep­

lication work, given the large percentage 

of people who are poor and the history 

of exploitation by foreign powers. 

CASHPOR should work closely with the 
Women's Union, Yunus urged the Board 

of Trustees. He is confident that a coun­

try that could produce a leader like Ho 

Chi Minh and win a war against America, 

can eliminate its poverty. 
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NETWORK NEWS 

CASHPOR: 
1993-95 

Member Performance : Monitoring, 

Evaluation and Technical Assistance 

CASHPOR's paid-up Institutional mem­

bership (all replicators) Increased from 7 

at the time of last Board Meeting to 13 

today. In addition, applications are pend­

ing from four more replicators of GB: 

Grameen Bank Nepal, Blratnagar; ASA in 

Tamil Nadu and Nirdhan West Bengal, 

India and CRS, Cambodia. CASHPOR 

has a number replications in the poorest 

countries of Asia: India (2), Sri Lanka, 

Cambodia, Malaysia (2), the Philippines 

(4) , Nepal. Together, but excluding the 
Grameen Bank, our members were 

reaching a total of 54,268 poor houM­

holda (or about 250,000 poor people) 

throughout the region at the end of 

September, 1994. Thia was an Increase 

of 16,071 or 42% compared to October, 
1993. Whlle atlll mlcroacoplc compared 

even to the Grameen Bank's 2 mlllion 

plus borrowers and 10 mlllion plua poor 
beneflClariea, not to mention the billion 



poor people throughout Asia, it la 11111 a 

beginning. If all other 15 membera of 

CASHPOR eventually match GB'a cur­

rem achievement. then attogetMr we 
would be reaching a total of 170 million 

poor beneficlarlea, or 17% of the total 

target group In Asia. And there ia plenty 

of room for additional replications. 

Member monitoring Is 11111 under devel­

opment. Key definitions, e.g., for "d• 
fault" as •an amount outstanding after 

the end of the 1 year loan period" and 

•arrears• as •amount due but not paid 

during the loan period", have been 

agreed upon and monitoring reports are 

coming in regularly from all members. 

Efforts are being made now to obtain the 

reporta more quickly after the end of 

each quarter, so aa to increase the value 

and tlmelinesa of the Information. The 

Quarterly CASHPOR UpDate Is pub­

lished with each Issue of FAXNET, and 

the proposed quarterly CASHPOR Work 

Progr ... Report will be published reg­

ularly from the end of the 1st quarter, 

1995. 

Rehabilitation In Project Dungganon 

and ASHI to deal with their repay­

men1 crl ... , wu the moet Important 

work done by CASHPOR over the past 
year. By end December 1993, defaults 

had reached 54% and 20% of loans out­

standing respectively; and current re­

payment rates had fallen to 78% and 

74% respectively. M PD la the largest 

and ASHI the oldest GB replication in the 

Philippines, these were ominous signs 

for the whole replication effort there. 

Ironically these problems arose just as 

the government was beginning to be 

convinced that GB replication could 

bring about significant poverty reduction 

in the Philippines, and considering how 

it could assist. 

CASHPOR had been monitoring the de­

cline in loan performance In PD and 

ASHI. With the agreement of the two 

Projects it sent Associate Professor 

Sukor Kasim, former Director of AJM's 

Loan Division, on a fact finding visit in 

January, 1994. He reported that the situ­

ations in PD and ASHI were Indeed 

grave, but that the fundamental condi­

tions for the success of a GB-type credit 

programme, poor women In need of 

credit, were there on the ground. He rec-

ommended rehabilitation programmes. 

At. about the urn. time, Mr. Md. Fakhrul 

Islam, a Senior Principal Officer of the 
GramMn Bank, waa attending the 

CASHPOR Management Development 

Workshop on Targeting at Perlis, Ma­
laysia as a resource person. CASHPOR's 

Sukor Kasim and Fakhrui Islam worl<ed 

out draft rehabilitation plans for the 2 

projects, based on GramMn Bank expe­

rience in Tangail and Rangpur, focus­

sing on center rehabilitation In the worst 

branch. Grameen Bank agreed to allow 

Fakhrul to visit the Philippines on behalf 

of CASHPOR He went to Dungganon 

and Sukor to ASHI In early April. They 

amended the rehabilitation plans as nec­

essary in consultation with project man­

agement and staff and set about their 

implementation immediately u a matter 

of urgency. Results were quick. When 

CASHPOR's Executive Trust" visited 

them in the field a month later, he was 

able to observe well-attended, rehabili­

tated center meetings at which everyone 

paid at least something, and through 

training of new members. He also saw 

for himself the strong demand on the 
part of the poor women for credit. He 
agreed with the conclusions of Fakhrul 

and Sukor that the repayment problems 

had arisen fundamentally because of 

poor performance of their work by the 

fieldstaff and lack of supervision by the 

project management, not because of un­

willingness nor Inability to pay among 

the borrowers. 

By early June, when Sukor and Fakhrul 

had to leave the Philippines, the rehabil­

itation programmes were well under 

way, achieving good results and being 

spread to other Branches throughout the 

projects. By end June, current repay­

ment rates had climbed back above 

95%, and they were sustained above 

that level for the next quarter. Defaults 

levelled off as a proportions of loans 

outstanding and started to decline, as a 

result of both their slow but steady col­

lection and Increases In loan disburse­

ment. At. the end of September, defaults 

at PD had declined to 35% and at ASHI 

to 10% of total loans outstanding. 

CASHPOR's success In rendering timely 

assistance to PD and ASHI to overcome 

their repayment crises Is of Importance 

to all concemed : to the poor women of 

thou region• of the Phlllpplnea whoae 

credit nffda can continue to be met, to 

the two projecta themselves which have 
bffn much strengthened In the prC>Cffl, 

to the replication movement in the Phil­

ippines aa a whole which can no longer 

be embarrassed by poor performance at 

PD and ASHI and to CASHPOR itself aa 
justification of our existence. The reporta 

of Sukor and Fakhrul are being edited aa 
case studies of successful handling of 
repayment crises, with the objective of 

assisting other CASHPOR members to 

develop contingency plans for their own, 

crises that may occur in future. 

The assistance to PD and ASHI wu 
financed with fund• for Technical 

Aeeletance and Monitoring ob­

tained from UNDP through Its Credit 
tor Income Generation among the 
Poor Programme (CIGAP)admlnls­

tered by APDC • 

2. Promotion of Additional GB Repli­

cations In China can be said to be our 

second most important work In the past 

year, given the great potential for reduc­

tion of poverty through credit for Income­

generation In that country. Responding 

to concerns expressed by Chinese 

replicators at CASHPOR Workshops, 

that their efforts to replicate the GB ap­

proach In China might be better termed 

"distortions•, CASHPOR's Executive 

Trustee visited the For the Poor Co­

operative (FPC), the GB replication un­

dertaken by the lnstltu1e of Rural De­
velopmen1 (ROI) of the Chinese Acad­

emy of Social Sciences, in Ylxian Coun­

try, Hebel Province In early October. 

Basically the Chinese are depending on 

the village-level cadre to identify partici­

pants, disburse loans and collect repay­

ments. No savings component has been 

Implemented. Center meetings do not 

take place frequently, and peer group 

support and pressure do not appear to 

be developing among members. These 

errors and their likely consequences 

were pointed out to the officials Involved. 

They listened carefully, appeared to un­

derstand but were not, I think, con­

vinced. A new approach for reaching the 
really poor people In the mountains was 

formulated and recommended for trial In 

Ylxlan. It was suggested that they should 
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maintain their operations where they 

exist but expand into the mountains so 

u to reach the poorest of the poor. The 

response wu that more funds would be 

required for that. This should be evalu­

ated and the funds supplied if necessary. 

I believe that the officials concerned are 
very keen for the replication to succeed, 
and that they will adapt their approach 
eventually to bring it more in line with 

GB. They will not forget what they have 

been advised. 

In order to give a better teat of the GB 

approach in China, two new replications 

were proposed for Henan Province, the 

poorest in China in terms of numbers of 

poor households. Two quite different but 

nationally poor countries, Yucheng in 

the plains and Nllnzhou in the mountains, 

were chosen. The areas were visited and 

the relevant officials briefed. They 100 

were very keen to try out the GB approach 
and agreed not 110 deviate from it in import­

ant ways unless they found they had 110. 

Detailed proposals are being prepared for 

the Grameen Trust, which has Indicated its 
interest in funding the additional replica­

tions by ROI which will play the same train­

ing and adviaory role that it is playing in 

Ybdan. The Ford Foundation Oiina has 
agreed 110 help cover external coats, e.g., the 

coats of RCl's participation and of sending 

persons to Bangladesh for exposure/train­

ing. ODA Canada may also contribute. 

Fund Mobilization for Scaling-up and 

New Repllcatlona. 

Aside from these efforts to promote new 

replications in China, CASHPOR has 

been active in seeking funds for scaling­

up of existing replications. It co-operated 

with PHILNET, the network of GB 

replicators in the Philippines, to hold on 

behalf of the Grameen Trust an Expo­
sur•Evaluatlon-Dlalogue for Filipino 

policy makers, bankers and German of­

ficials in May of 1994 in Manila, hosted 

by TSPI. They aimed at generating po­

litical dialogue and financial support for 

scaling-up in the Philippines. Atten­

dance and as well as participation was 

good and a set of detailed, practical rec­

ommendations for follow-up action was 

formulated. 

In September, at the meeting between 

President Ramos and Professor Muham-

II 

mad Yunus, the President announced a 

series of measures of support for seal· 
Ing-up GB replications. Included in these 

wu a directive to the National Eco­
nomic Development Authority to pri­

oritize funding for scaling-up in its bi-lat­

eral economic assistance discussions 

with donor countries. This will enable the 

matter to be brought up in country dis­

cussions with the German Economic M· 
siatance officials in the coming year. 
Theoretically the way is now open for 

large-scale funding of scaling-up in the 

Philippines by the German Government. 

CASHPOR's Participation In Scaling-up 

In the Phlllpplnn? 

Meanwhile, US$ 81, 120 was obtained by 

CASHPOR from the UNDP Regional Pov­

erty Alleviation Programme (RPAP) to 

enable Project Dunganon (PD) to re-hire 

20 trainees that it had to let go because 

of lack of funds and to fund the salaries 

of 7 trainee fieldstaff at ASHI over a 2 year 

period. CASHPOR received 2% of these 

funds for mobilizing them. In an interim 

report just received from PD, it is learnt 

that the re-hired trainees exceeded the 

targets set for them in terms of reaching 

new members and disbursing new 

loans. 

Despite these achievements, it has to be 

admitted that CASHPOR is not having 

much success with fund mobilization for 

scaling-up. 

M exciting recent development was a 

discussion with Grameen Trust from 

which a policy for its funding of both 

scaling-up and new replications 

emerged. Such funding is to emphasize 

and finance the attainment of branch 

level financlal-vlablllty. Existing suc­

cessful replications will be asked to se­

lect one or more branches for rapid at­

tainment of viability and GT will fund 

them to that point. Similarly, new replica­

tions will be funded as a package of 

branch viability, no longer as 2-year 

pilot projects. To facilitate implementa­

tion of the policy, GT, GB and CASHP0R 

have agreed to hold a joint workshop for 

project directors on Scaling-up to 

Branch Viability in Dhaka at the end of 

January, 1995. The objective of the work• 

shop is the formulation of at least one 

branch-specific scaling-up plan, lnclud• 

Ing cash flow projections, for each 

CASHPOR member. These plans will 

then guide the members in their expan­
sion, the Trust in its funding and 

CASHPOR in its monitoring and evalua­

tion. It is hoped that once a project hu 

created a financially-viable branch, it will 

be able to attract the funds required to 

replicate it. The bottom line, however, is 

that the branch created will be able to 

sustain itself and continue to meet the 

credit needs of its members, regardless. 

Management Training 

CASHPOR's series of Management O.V. 
opmen1 w~ has the basic objec> 

tive of impa,ting the management skills 

needed for successful lntemational replica­

tion of the GBA and its scaling-up so as to 

reach large numbers of poor households in 
a financially-viable way. Four wori<shope 

went held since the laat Board Meeting; 
these related to the following: 

1. Targeting: the Identification and Mo­
tivation of Poor Women, February. 

March, 1994, in Perlis, Peninsular Ma­

laysia 

2. Creation and Maintenance of Credit 

Discipline, hosted by the Grameen Bank 

in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 19-29 Septem­

ber, 1994. 

3. Key luun In Ananclal Manag• 
ment: Ananclal Control and Cash Flow 

Management hosted by Projek 

Usahamaju in Sabah, Malaysia, June, 

1994 and 

4. Planning, Monitoring and Evalua­
tion hosted by AJM at Penang from Oc· 

tober-November, 1993. 

In total 68 managers from the 12 

CASHP0R institutional members partic­

ipated in the management training. Gen• 

erally, the results as measured by open­

ing and closing tests, were satisfactory. 

Participant evaluations have been very 

positive. But follow-up action has been 

uneven and, on the whole, unsatisfac­

tory. Take the Workshop on Planning, 

Monitoring and Evaluation, for example. 

Not all of the members that were repre­

sented at the workshop are regularly 

submitting complete monitoring reports 

on time, even though they agreed to do 

so as a follow-up to the workshop and 

they have received a copy of the Train­
Ing Manual on PME that wu developed 

from the workshop. The main reason 

o,.,.,_,Olalogue 



may be lack of direction from top man­

agement to do 10. W. are continuing to 
motivate them. 

Meanwhile more effort needs to be put 

Into follow-up action from the workshopt. 

If follow-up action la lmi11d and unsatl• 
factory, the pool' will not benefit 1Mn indi­
rectly from the workshopt and the pro­

grammes should be terminated. In future, 

CASHPOR'a Training and Technical Asai• 

tanoe Manager wil monitor workshop fol­

low-up action more systematically and 

visit those members whose performance 
in this regard is unsatlsfactOf'Y. 

Draft training manuals are being pro­

duced from each management develop­

ment workshop. To date three have been 
completed, with only one of them on 

Creating and Maintaining Credit Dis­
cipline still to be done. The draft training 

manuals on Targeting and PME have 

been sold to the Grameen Trust for 

world-wide distribution and the one on 

Issues In Financial Management for 

Credit Programmes for the Poor will be 

offered to the Trust shortly. 

It Is hoped that the basic Integrated se­

ries of four management development 

workshops will be offered at the national­

level In the Philippines In 1995, for both 

CASHPOR and non-CASHPOR 

replicators, In order to strengthen their 

management capacity for scaling-up. 

Funding will be sought from both do­

mestic and foreign sources. 

Meanwhile three international manage­

ment development workshops are pro­

posed for 1995. These are : 

1. Scaling-up to Branch Vlablilty, jointly 

sponsored by CASHPOR, GT and GB in 

Dhaka, 23-30 January, 1995; 

2. Rural Banking, Increasing Profes­
alonaliam, Jointly sponsored by 

CASHPOR and APRACA In Bangkok or 

the Philippines, May✓une, 1995 and 

3. Planning, Monitoring and Evalua­
tion II, Jointly sponsored by CASHPOR, 

GT and GB In Penang hosted by AIM In 

September, 1995. 

Towards the Corporatlzatlon of 

CASHPOR 

It Is hoped that In 1996, CASHPOR will 

be able to complete Its series of eight 

management development workshops 

by holding those on Computerization, 

Penonnel Development. and Impact 

Evaluation RNNrch for which It hu 
not yet beet able to obtain funding. 

W. are a long way from achieving our 

target of reaching 10 million pool' house­

holds throughout Asia with credit for in• 

come generation, but the year 2000 Is 

getting closer. We must find ways to 
speed up the establishment of additional 

replications, especially In India, China 

and Vietnam. 

There Is much more tha1 CASHPOR 
could do. We could spend time In these 

countries to promote, perhar,. by 

mean. of Jolnt-venturH, addltlonal 

repllcatlona and ac:allng-up of existing 

auCCNaful ones. We could draw on 

our network to flU gar,. In the manag• 
ment of existing and new projects 

whlle at the ume time training out 
counterpar1s. We could strengthen 

our monitoring, evaluation and techni­

cal aaalatance. But tor al of theM we 
would need more working capital We 

need alao • legal Identity that would 

enable ua to work ••Dy Internationally. 

Both problems, our legal Identity and 

shortage of working capital, could be 
solved by corporatlzlng CASHPOR 

through the sale of shares. It la sug­

gested that the sharH be offered first to 
our founding members and a portion in 

their personal capacities, second to our 

staff, then to our existing institutional 

members and lastly to friends and other 

supporters. 

· Extracted from lhe Flm Annual Report of 
(CASHPOR Inc, 1 ~ 11194; 29 JaJan Permala. 
5, Tmnan l'ennata 70200 Seremban. N.S. Ma­
laysia; Fax (606) 7 42-307 

International 
Coalition on 
Women and 
Credit 

In September 1995 the world's attention 

will be focused on Beijing, the venue for 

the Fourth World Conference on 
Women: Action for Equality, Develop­
ment and Peace. This world Confer­

ence of Women provides a unique op­

portunity for microenterprise Institutions 

and their clients to take their policy mea­
aagn before a global audience of policy 

makers. 

The International Coalltlon on Women 
and Credit wu cr .. ted in preparation 

for the Beijing Conference. Women'• 
World Banking (WWB) agreed lo..,.,. 
• the HCretarlat tor the Coalltlon. 
The major focus of the Coalition la to 

ensure that. In preparation for the Beijing 

conference, low income women's partic­
ipation and access to financial services 
is placed front and centre, In changing 

policies, systems and resource flows at 
local, regional and global levels. 

Twenty-six of the world's leading 

microenterprlae Institutions initiated the 
process of presenting a concrete strat­

egy for equitable and sustainable de­

velopment with low Income women 

entrepreneurs and producers at the 

centre. This Is an exciting Initiative as 
It Is the first time that these leading 

institutions have formed an alliance 

to pursue common objectives. 

The key obJectlvea of the Coalltlon 

are to: 

• Use th• 1995 World Conference on 
Women and the NGO Form activities 
aa a platform to focus the world's 
attention on low income women en­
trepreneurs and producers world­
wide and to expand financial services 
to meet their needs. 

• Document the contributions of low 
Income women to society and eco­
nomic development and the benefits 
they derive from access to financial 
services. 

• Disseminate Information on success­
ful models of service delivery and ad­
vocate their adaptation and expan­
sion. 

O Promote mechanisms and relationships 
that open low income women's access to 
mainstream financial institutions. 

• Identify policy reforms that will remove 
barriers facing low Income women en­
trepreneurs and expand financial ser­
vices to low income women entrepre­
neurs and producers. 

In the last two decades, a wide range of 

financial intermediaries, particularly 

non-governmental institutions, have de­

veloped financial services that respond 

to the needs of low Income women 

microentrepreneura and producers. 

These Institutions have created special­

ized products and services that Increase 

II 
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INTERNATIONAL COALITION ON WOMEN AND CREDIT 
Ust of Member Organizations 
Coalition Secretariat WWB* 

Coalition Coordinator Colins Kawas 

ACCION International, USA * 

Appropriate Technology International (ATQ, USA• 

Auoc:lation fo< EnterpriM Opportunity (AEO), USA* 

Banco Solidario (BancoSol), Bolivia• 
Calmeadow, Canada• 
CASHPOR, Malaysia • 
Centro Accion Mlcroempresarial, Colombia* 

Centro de Apoyo a la Mioroemprcsa (CAM) 8 Salvador• 

COPEMF, Peru* 

Credit Organization for Pre-Micro Enterprises (COPE), Jamaica* 

Femme Development et Enterprise en Afrique (FOEA), Senegal* 

FINCA International, USA* 

FINCA Nicaragua 
Friends of WWW!ndia* 

Grameen Bank, Bangladesh* 

Kenya Women's Finance Trust (KWFT) 

Ms. Foundation for Women, USA* 

Mujeres y Desarrollo (MUDE), Guatemala* 

Research and Application Alternative Financing for Development (RAFAD), 

Switzerland* 

Save the Children, USA* 

Seed Capital Development Fund (SIDA), Washington, D.C.* 

SEEP Network, USA* 

Self Employed Women's Association ($EWA), India* 

Shakti Foundation for Disadvantaged Women, Bangladesh 

Total Home Industries, Kenya• 

UNIFEM* 

World Council of Credit Unions, USA* 

*Founding members 

the economic participation of low 

income women and enhance the 

growth of their enterprises. The in­

creasing focus on low income 

women as clients is based on the 

fact that poor women constitute the 

majority of the world's economi­

cally active poor. While some 

microlendlng institutions have con­

sciously targeted low Income 

women, others began to include In­

creasing numbers of female clients 

In their programmes because they 

found that women entrepreneurs 

and producers were better clients. 

The rapid growth of the mlcroenterpr­

ise sector worldwide and the success 

of leading microenterprise develop­

ment Institutions has encouraged 

hundreds of NGOa and development 

agencies to create mlcroenterprise 

development programmes with an em­

phasis on lending. Despite their suc­

cesses todate, the leading microenterpr­

ise institutions of the world still are only 

able to reach less than 1 % of the world's 

population of low income women entre­

preneurs and producers who need 

credit. 

If development efforts are to effectively 

reach the Increasing numbers of low In­

come entrepreneurs and producers, 

then policy makers worldwide will have 

to enforce policy changes at all levels to 

increase the flow of economic resources 

to low Income women. Successful 

mlcrolending institutions have been try­
ing to effect policy change in their own 

policy environments, but there has never 

been a movement involving the major 

practitioners at the International level. 

Continued to p•g• 12 
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Letter ... 
Spreading the Word 

In Germany 
I was very happy to read In my 1®81 
newspaper a long article about Grameen 

Bank. Grameen Bank la getting more 

and more popular all over the world! 

Furthermore I would like to inform you 

about what has happened since I visited 

Grameen Bank thla spring. I just finished 

my thesis about Grameen Bank. You 

find it enclosed, too. 14 it is unfortu­

nately written in German, I translated 

some parta into English so that you 

might at least get an idea about it. In this 

context let me thank you for the big 

support I enjoyed from everybody In the 

bank. Thank you very much! 

Concerning my journalistic work, I pre­

sented Grameen Bank in two radio features. 

One of these was produced for a nationwide 

broadcasting aervice called 

"Oeutschlandfu in C,ologne and the 

other for a radio station called "Radio Br• 
men" In Bremen. The features are quite 

short, 7 and 10 minutes, because I had so 

much work 1lo do for the thesis. May be you 
would find it useful 1D have Information 

material In German for German-speaking 

visitors In Grameen Bank, so I am sending 

you one of the tapes. The German media 

are quite Interested In Grameen Bank and 

I will continue with that work. 

Moreover, I took part in the annual con­

ference of Results in Germany. Nancy 

Wimmer was extremly Interested in the 

Grameen Health Programme and I gave 

a short lecture on this subject. In Decem­

ber I will have the opportunity to Inform 

some studenta of the University of Co­

logne about Grameen Bank. 

Andrea Steinert 
Mozartstrasse 19 

50674 Koln Germany 
Tel.: 49-221-241093 
Fax : 49-221-239938 

November 7, 1994 

I Have An Ambition ! 
While going through a magazine, I came 
to know about the Bank you have estab­
lished for amall people and also learnt 

~ Olllogue 

about your vision of establishing a 
World Bank for Small People. It la really 

a wonder 1D achieve such a big auccesa 
by starting it from the setatch. Probably 

your vision and mission together have 

helped in achieving such a great suc­
cess. I have got an ambition to do some­

thing for the downtrodden but I am not 

getting the moorings. However, after 

reading the article regarding you, I feel 

that probably I may be helpful in your 

mission. I am anxiously looking for a 
directive from you. 

G.S. Shukla 
Executive Director 

Raahtrya Chemical Ii Fertilizer Ltd. 
'Prlyadarshlni', Eastern Express Hghway, 
Sion Trombay Road, Bombay-400 022. 

Telex: 71228; Fax: 4070221 
January 4, 1995 

Sharing Experience 
In Latin America 

It was a great experience for me to par­

ticipate In the Seventh International Dia­

logue Programme In Grameen Bank In 

November 1993. I personally experi­

enced the miracles in the fields and I 

admire your commitment with the poor­

est of the poor In the Asian region. 

I'm going to travel to Seattle in February 

next year to attend the Northwest Inter­

national Women's Conference as a 

panelist with the topic "How are Women 

Ii Men Taking on Global Poverty". 

Recently, I came back from Tegucigalpa, 

Honduras, where I was hired by Project 

HOPE as a consultant In Wlage Bank 

Credits. It was a nice experience and it 
provided me with the opportunityto reflect 

upon what people are doing around the 

world on behalf of the poorest of the poor. 

They are Implementing a pilot project In 

Guayaquil, Ecuador and Tegucigalpa, 

Honduras with AID resources. 

In that Seminar I presented Grameen 

Bank's methodology to the participants 

and provided them with different experi­
ences of my recent trip to Bangladesh. 

and com~ with my own experi­

ence during my recent visit to 
Bangladesh. 

The participants asked me to provide it 

to other NGOs around Latin America. 

Finally, I expect to attend to the United 

Nation's Fourth International Conference 

on Women next year in Beijing, China. 

Salvador G. Munoz 
RESULTS Repr ... ntatlve 

Colon1a La Sultanq 
Calle Loa Urioa Casa# 14-A 

Antiguo Cuscattan, San Seivador 
B Seivador C.A 

December 28, 1994. 

Grameen In Norway 
Results from development of the 

Grameen Bank In Norway, so far, have 

been very positive. On October 19, last 

year, the Grameen Bank project In 

Lofoten waa given a prestigious "Equal 
Rights• award in Norway. The award la 

presented every year, by one of the larg­

est trade unions In Norway. Previously, 

the award has been granted to or­

ganisations and persons who have 

played a key role In promoting equal 

righta between the sexes In Norway. 

The group leaders from the "Women 
Bank" In Lofoten received the award on 

behalf of all the group members at a 
large conference at the Hotel Plaza In 

Oslo. The award giving ceremony re­
ceived much attention In the media. I 
enclose some newspaper clippings. 

The number of Grameen Bank projecta 

in Norway Is now Increasing. At. present, 

projects have already started or are in the 

process of being started, In 20 of the 430 
counties of Norway. Nine of the counties 

where the projecta have started, are 

mainly fishing counties. Many of these 
counties are located on Islands. 

One district called Karlsoy Kommune, 

conslsta of seven Islands. The plan in this 

county Is to establish one Grameen-bank 

group on each island. A couple of groups 

have alreedy started up. The population 

I had the opportunity to share with the In these counties Is very small. 

participants the document entitled 

•Grameen Bank'• Methodology And 
Its Replication In Central America Ii 
Mexico•. A manual I translated from En­

glish to Spanish using your bibliography 

The Women•• Fishery Committee la 

planning to make a network among the 

different Grameen Bank projects in Nor­

way. It la the main item on the agenda 
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for the committff in 1995. 

The interest for the Gramffn Bank­

model haa been huge. We are several 

women who have been Involved In 

spreading information about the model. 

Last August, there were three seminars 

about Grameen Bank at the Nordic 
Forum fur Women in Finland. 

I would also like to mention that we have 
received requests from Sweden, Fin­

land, Russia (St. Petersburg), Spain, Pal­

estine (East Jerusalem) about the expe­
rience we have In Norway with our 

"Women Bank". 

BodllMaal 
Gaustaveien 171 

0372 Oslo, Norwa~ 
Tel : 22 314500 (office 

22 494419 (home 
Fax (NORAD) : (095) 47 22 314401 

January 22, 1995 

Encouraging A 
Friend 

I have been working for nine years with 

Jim Grant first as the Director for fund 
raising and then as the Deputy Executive 

Director, External Ptelatlons, of UNICEF 

in New York. I have been behind 

UNICEF's support for debt relief, credit 

for women and children, Improvement of 
the condition of women • and always 
having the Grameen Bank In mind as the 

most impressive example of what can be 

done to alleviate poverty if one does the 

right things. 

Now I am retired, but still follow develop­

ment and have been strongly encourag­

ing a young and very able friend, 

Vanessa von Richter, to get Involved in 

these matters. She has passionately 

started doing so first In her studies at the 
Bristol University, then in a stage last sum­

mer in Vietnam and now in her desire to 

come to Bangladesh and work in addition 
to her current development and university 

activities. Although only 22, I believe she 

has great promise, and that she would be 

useful (and not a nuisance, as sometimes 

with volunteers!) If you would allow her to 

try to help you next Summer. 
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Marco Vlanello-Chlodo 
3 Wetherby Gardens, 

LONDON, SW5 OJN 
Tel. 44-171-370.40.58 (horn~ 

44-171-244.04.32 (office 
Fax 44-171-835.00. 

January 13, 1995 

A Home For 
Grameenl 

We are just two of the thousands of fans 

of Grameen's work and its spectacular 

success. We admire millions of 

Grameen borrowers who have made 

Grameen legend possible by their re­

markably responsible attitude towards 

credit (98% repayment rate). 

After a fair bit of discussion between 

ourselves, we have decided to leave our 

family home to Grameen. As we are still 

in our thirties, we did not have a will until 

now. As soon as our solicitors would 

prepare one, a copy will be sent to you 

for your record. 

Shirley I. Shan All 
7 Burke Place 

Mount Colah 2079 
Australia 

Tel. +61 2 457.8805 

Touched! 
Last night I watched a film on B.B.C. TV 

about Grameen Bank. I was touched. 
lnspite of having known, seen and read 

about Grameen Bank for last 2 years, I 

was thrilled (we are trying to start similar . 

activity in the villages of Maharashtra 
State of India). 

The joy on the faces of ladies who have 

benefited from Grameen Bank is Infec­

tious. I was amused by one child in a 

newly constructed hut tell another one, 

'If you trouble me I will turn you Into a 

dog' ; that is innocence. Anyone who 

brings joy in the life of innocents is an 

Angel. Grameen Bank workers qualify 

for this honour. 

Or. A.M. Pal M.D 
Ambika Darshan 

Mahatma Gundhi Road 
Ghatkopar, Bombay 400 on 

March 6, 1995 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
International Coalition ..•• 

Continued from page 10 

In September 1995, members of the Co­
alition, including low income women cli­

ents, 

will go to Beijing with the compelling 
message of empowering women 

through access to credit. The world will 

then have the opportunity to experience 
and celebrate the collective success of 

two decades of Innovation and Impact In 

the field of micfoenterprlse lending and 

business development services. The 
world's policy makers will be offered 

concrete recommendations for policy 

actions that will promote sustainable de­

velopment at all levels. 

On the road to Beijing, the Coalition will 

demonstrate that Investing in women is 

a good policy. By drawing upon its col­

lective knowledge and experience, the 

Coalition will inform practitioners and 

policy makers about successful models 

for providing financial services to low 

income women. The Coalition also will 

advocate the expansion of these ser­

vices through a wide range of financial 

intermediaries In order to reach the in­

creasing numbers of selfemployed 

women that are still in need. 

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

The Coalition is housed at Women's 

World Banking, New York, which serves 

as the Coalition Secretariat. WWB pro­

vides the Coalition with administrative 

and logistical support and substantive 

assistance for the production of Coali­

tion outputs. WWB participates actively 
with other Coalition members in regional 

and global policy forums in preparation 

for Beijing. WWB also utilizes its leader­

ship In various forums related to Beijing 

and the Social Summit to further the 
common objectives of the Coalition. 

COALITION OUTPUTS 

Declaration of Financial Rights 

The Declaration highlights the mission of 

the Coalition, sets the context for the focus 

of women, and provides concrete actions 

that need to be taken in order to reach the 

millions of women that deserve attention. 

Videos and Video Letters 

Coalition members are producing 

"Video Letters• from low Income women 

entrepreneurs to policy makers. In these 

five minute "letters•, low Income women 

clients from different regions voice their 

concerns, highlight their achievements 
in their enterprise, families and commu­
nities, and discuss the benefits of having 

access to financial services. 
Continued to p•g• 16 
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Board 

Gr•m••n Dialogue will publlsh your meuag .. , querl .. , announcements, notlc" In 

this MCtlon. If you are looklng for something, or you have something that others 

may be looklng for, please let us know. We can tell everybody else. -EdHor 

Changes at 
Usahamaju 

In the wake of the change of government 

in Sabah,Malaysia, there has been a re­

shuffle at the Rural Development Cor­

poration (KPD), the •owners• of Proj­

ect UsahamaJu. Or. Richard Gunting, 

who initiated PU, headed both KPD and 

PU Management Committee, has been 

appointed Executive Director of KPD 

Holdings, the commercial wing of the 

corporation . The Project Manager is 

still Mr. Freddy Rantau, while the new 

General Manager of KPD, En. Awang b. 

Hj. Penfran Gamek, heads the PU Man­

agement Committee. 

PU was disappointed to find that its allo­

cation under the '95 Budget had been 

pared down from Ringgit $3.4 million to 

$ 0.238 million, but hoped that this would 

be revised. 

FLASH!! Sabah Government has just an­

nounced that PU will be turned into the 

PU Foundation. We hope this also 

means an increase in their funding. 

New MD at AIM 

Tuan Haji Muktar Bin Ramli, an archivist 

by profession, but an active social 

worker by inclination, has been ap­

pointed Managing Director of AIM, end­

ing a long period of uncertainty. The 

previous appointee, Nik Hashim, could 

not be released by the government. 

»x: e:: ea ; ::cm a;;;; 

CASHPOR GOES 
CORPORATE 

A new company , will be formed in 1995, 

to work alongside CASHPOR, Inc., the 

Board decided. 

This decision arose from the difficulty of 

finding a legal identity for CASHPOR to 

employ staff and conduct business in the 

various countries of the region and the 

lack of working capital. 

CASHPOR, Inc, which is a non-stock, 

non-profit company registered in the 

Philippines, will continue to play its net­

working and fund-raising role. The new 

company registered as a private limited 

company financed through privately 

placed shares, will be able to employ 

staff and contract to provide services 

multinationally. 

CASHPOR: 1994 

During 1994 CASHPOR raised Ringg it 

$700,000 (US$280,000) over the year, 

although it started with a tiny bal­

ance. Most funds came from CIGAP 

and the heaviest expenditure was on 

the Management Development Work­

shops. Other Important donors 

were Canada Fund, Malaysia, Can­

ada ASEAN Fund, Asian Community 

Trust of Japan and APDC. In addi­

tion, business was done with the 

International Labour Organisation, 

Redd Barna In Sri Lanka and the 

Grameen Trust. 

In presenting his draft financial report to 

the Board of Trustees, Executive Trustee 

Professor Gibbons commented that the 

main problem is a lack of working capital 

to employ more staff needed for expan­

sion of CASHPOR services and business 

turnover. 

Professor Gibbons reported promising 

prospects for 1995. CIGAP funds will 

continue for the workshop programme 

and field staff training. In addition, 

CASHPOR will organise joint workshops 

with funding from Grameen Trust and 

GTZ-APRACA. 

Or. Getubig reported that US$245,000 

had been committed so far under 

CASHPOR activities to run till end'95. 

Remaining funds include US$100,000 

for new replications, sufficient to fund 

two through CASHPOR alone or four if 

jointly funded by Grameen Trust. 

Announcement 

Grameen Trust is pleased to announce 

its new fax number : 

8802 -806319 

Launching of 
People's Fund 

The US$ 100 million People's Fund was 

launched on March 18byGrameen Trust 

during the International Dialogue Pro­

gramme which was held at the Grameen 

Bank between 10-20 March 1995. The 

idea of the People's Fund originated 
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from a statement by Profe880I' Muham­

mad Yunua that the US$ 100 million 

being aought by the GramNn Trust (GT) 

for the international replication of the 

Grameen model for poverty alleviation, 

could very well be raised if one million 

people from around the world each con­

tributed US$ 100. 

David Blia, an American participant at 

the dialogue, became the first person to 

contribute US$100tothe People's Fund. 

In the next five minutes, an additional 

US$ 1100 was handed over by eleven 

more participants for the fund. Partici­

pants were delighted. It was decided that 

contributions would be deposited In a 
foreign exchange account of the 

Grameen Trust for on-lending to replica­

tion projects worldwide. People's Fund 

will play a vital role In the Global 

Grameen Movement to create a poverty 

free world. 

Ally individual or organisation wishing to 

contribute in the Grameen Trust 

People's Fund are invited to contact: 

GramNn Trust 
Grameen Bank Shaban 

Mirpur 2, Dhaka 1216 
Bangladesh 

Phone : 8802-acl6319 
Fax: 8802-acl6319/8802-803559 

Email: Toolnet :9:1880/1.6 
lnternet:grameen@driktap.tool.nl 

Help from Bonn 

Ebersherg-A prestigious guest visited 

the country group of the CSU (Christian 

Social Union) on Friday : Carl-Dieter 

Springer, the Minister of Financial Coop­

eration and Development, along with 

Representative Josef Hollerith came to 

hold a meeting with members of "RE­

SULTS• in order to Inform themselves 

about a development project. 

RESULTS Is an international organiza­

tion with the goal to make the Industrial 

nations aware of their responsibilities to 

combat poverty. 

To the delight of RESULTS members, 

the Minister for Development prom­

ised to engage himself for the financial 

support of the Grameen Trust from the 

European Union. Subsequently, the 

minister formally announced a grant of 

DM 3.1 million for Grameen Trust to 
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support the latter replication efforts of 

GB model. 

(Extracted From SUdclerrtacM Zellung, 
S.pt 19, 1994) 

Eleventh 
International 

Dialogue Programme 

The 11th International Dialogue Pro­

gramme was held at Grameen Bank 

from March 10 to March 20, 1995. H 
was the third programme that was de­

signed npeclally tor the volunteers 

and staff of RESULTS and RESULTS 

Educational Fund. RESULTS is a non­

profit advocacy group working to create 

the political will to end hunger. It has 

chapters in the United States, Canada, 

the United Kingdom, Germany, Japan, 

Australia and Mexico. Forty-four partici­

pants from five countries participated in 

this dialogue programme, making it by 

far the largest ever held at Grameen. 

The participants broke into small groups 

and lived ih 21 different Grameen Bank 

branches for five days to get a deeper 

understanding of the operation and im­

pact of Grameen Bank on the lives of the 

rural poor. After returning from the 

branches, the participants discussed 

how best they would use their experi­
ence in their future work to eradicate 

poverty. The participants also held dia­

logues with representatives of donor 

agencies and NGOs. 

Among the concrete actions partici• 

pants agreed to undertake upon return­

ing to their home countries were: making 

micro-credit for poverty alleviation a 

greater part of their country's foreign aid 

programme, starting micro-loan pro­

grammes at home and Improving/ex­

panding existing ones, working to en­

sure the success of a Micro-credit Sum­

mit to be held In 1996 and raising funds 

for Grameen Trust's newly created 

People's Fund of 100 million from pri­

vate sources to fund the replication of 

Grameen Bank. 

For more Information about RESULTS 

activities or the Micro-credit Summit, 

contact: Sam Harris, Executive Direc­

tor, RESULTS International, 236 Mas-

aachUMtta Ave., NE, SuHe 300, Wuh­
lngton, DC 20002. Phone : 202-543-
9340, Fu : 202-546-3228. 

Workshop On 
Branch Viability 

Grameen Trust currently funds 30 repli­

cation projects around the world. A 

number of these projects have success­

fully utllised the seed capital already 

provided by Grameen Trust (GT) and 

have begun submitting applications for 

further funding from Grameen Trust. In 

a bid to support the development of via­
ble projects and optimise the use of 

scarce resources, Grameen Trust has un­

dertaken to provide support to at least 

one branch In each of these projects to 

attain financial viability. Grameen Trust 

believes that if a project achieves a finan­

cially viable branch i.e. one that Is able 

to cover all Its annual operating costs 

from its Interest Income, then it would 

find it easier to access additional funds 

for the project from other sources in the 
future. For projects that do not have 

problems accessing funds, financial via­

bility would ensure that the programme 

is operating with maximum efficiency. 

The viable branch model could then be 

replicated in other areas of the project. 

Against this backdrop, a workshop on 

'Scaling Up to Branch Viability' or­

ganised by Grameen Bank, Grameen 

Trust and CASHPOR Inc (the network of 

Asia-Pacific Grameen replications) was 

held at the Grameen Bank from 6-13 

February. The project directors of eleven 

replication projects from seven coun­

tries, ten of them GT-funded, partici­

pated in the workshop. The main objec­

tive of the workshop was to enable each 

replication project to use financial mod• 

elling to prepare a viability plan for a 
single branch of the project. The work• 

shop Included hands-on practical ses­

sions in which participants entered rele­

vant data to model cash flow and branch 

viability for their branches on Lotus 1 ·2·3. 

Participants also carried out sensitivity 

analysis, changing variables in the 

model, partlcularly the Interest rate, to 

test its robustness and to examine how 

this would affect the time and cash re-



quired for the branch to attain viability. on the GB approach to serve the bottom 1. 'Planning, Monitoring and 
Each project preMnted a viable branch 

proposal during the plenary at the end 

of the workshop, giving GT and 

CASHPOR Inc. the opportunity to raise 

questions and discuss the assumptions 

of each proposal with the project direc­

tors. The finalised proposals have been 
submitted by all projects for assessment 

and approval by Grameen Trust. 

Area Managers' 
Training at Grameen 

Bank 

The first specialised Area Manager• 
Training Programme for area manag­

ers and trainee area managers of 12 

Grameen Bank replication projects oper­

ating in China, India, Indonesia, Nepal, 

Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka and 

Vietnam, began at Grameen Bank on 27 

March 1995. The training programme 

has been jointly organised by Grameen 

Bank, Grameen Trust and CASHPOR 

Inc. and will last for two months. 

The trainees will spend most of their time 

in branch and area offices of Grameen 

Bank. The course will include areas such 

as, area and branch budget manage­

ment and accounting systems, systems 

to prevent corruption, staff relations, 

analysis of the strengths and 

weaknesses of the loan programme. 

Although the first of its kind, Grameen 

Trust hopes to organise further training 

programmes of this kind in the future. 

Interested organisations replicating the 

Grameen Bank model may apply to 

Grameen Trust. 

Grameen 
International 

Dialogue 
Programmes, 1995 

Grameen International Dialogue Pro­
grammes, jointly organized by 

Grameen Bank (GB) Grameen Trust 

(GT), are intended for organisations and 

individuals who have initiated or are 

planning to launch programmes based 

poor by prosidlng them with access to 

credit. The Dialogue provides an oppor­

tunity for participants to gain first hand 

exposure to the philosophy and opera­

tional procedurea of the GB. It also al­

lows participants to get acquinted to in­

dividuals and institutions who are al­

ready active in the field of poverty allevi­

ation through replication of Grameen ap­

proach. The Dialogue provides a forum 

for mutual learning, sharing of experi­
ence and practical follow up action. 

Oates for forthcoming thirteenth and 

Fourteenth Dialogues are given below : 

13th Dlalogue:26 Aug.-7 Sept. 1995 

14th Dlalogue:26 Nov.-8 Dec. 1995 

If you are interested in joining any of 

these p*rogrammes as a potential replic­

ator, please write immediately to the ad­

dress below and we will send you our 

application form (the "Grameen Dia­

logue Information Sheet"). 

Grameen Trust 
MirpurTwo 
Ohaka-1216 
Bangladesh 

Phone/Fax : 880-2-803-559 
880-2-806-319 

Toolnet:9: 1880/1.6 
lnternet:grameen@driktap.tool.nl 

Subscription 

Grameen Dialogue 

Please send a contribution of $25 and 

put a friend on the mailing list of the 

Grameen Dialogue. Let your friend be 

an important part in the chain of people 

committed to work for the elimination of 

poverty from this earth. 

Grameen Trust 
Mirpur Two, Dhaka-1216 

Bangladesh 
Fax : 880-2-803-559 

New Publications 

Training Manuals on Grameen 

The following training manuals on 

Grameen model are avialable with 

Grameen Trust for sale. 

Evaluation'. 
2. 'Targeting, Identification and 

Motivation'. 
3. 'Key 1 .. uea In Financial 

Management'. 
Each manual costa US$ 15 (fifteen US 

dollar) plus handling and mailing 

charges. If you are interested please 

write to Grameen Trust. 

Grameen 
Publications In USA 

All Grameen Publications are available in 

the USA at the following address : 

Ma. Patricia Young 
National Co-Ordinator 

World Food Day Committee 
1001-22nd Street NVt/ 

Washington DC 20437, USA 
Phone : (202) 653-2404 

Key Issues in 
Financial 

Management 

Training Manual on Key luuea In Fi­
nancial Management for Grameen 
Credit Programmes is available for pur­

chase from Grameen Trust. 

The book covers the following topics : 

1. Financial control 0ncluding prob­

lem-areas of financial control and guide­

lines for strict financial control.) 

2. Cash-flow management 0ncluding 

guidelines to design cash flow manage­

ment for viability and sustainability.) 

3. Chart of Account ( including guidelines 

of accounts and financial statements.) 

4. Computerization with MlcroBanker, 

the computer software developed by 

FAO for use by conventional rural banks 

and its relevance to Grameen replica­

tions. 

This book can be purchased from 

Grameen Trust at a cost of US$ 15 per 

copy plus mailing and handling charges. 

Grameen Trust 
Grameen Bank Bhaban 

Mirpur 2, Dhaka 1216 
Bangladesh 
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International Coalition .... 

Continued from page 10 

The PoDcy Impact Manual 
The Coalition la producing guidelines on 
means to influence delegates and strat­

egies for building alliances with other 

NGOs. The manual also includes sug­

gestions for policy interventions and 

overhead slides that can be used at 

workshops and presentations. 

Polley Papers 

The Coalition plans to produce and dis­
seminate position papers on various key 
themes related to successes by financial 

intermediaries and their clients in the 

field of microenterprise credit. The prin­

cipal objective of these papers Is to high­

light the credit-worthiness of low income 
women clients and the successful 
microiending models. The audience for 

these papers are policy makers and 

funders. These policy papers will serve 
to enhance their awareness of 
microenterprise credit intermediation 

and to garner their support. The papers 
will provide Information to Coalition 
members and NGOs that are Interested 

In developing credit programmes for the 

poor. Proposed themes include: 

- The impact of credit on low income 

women clients. 

- The superior performance of women in 

credit programmes based on repay­

ment rates. 

Case Studies on Best Practice Financial 
Intermediaries 

These case studies, produced with 
WNB, will highlight the successes of 
best practice financial intermediaries. 

They will be an important source of infor -
mation for policy makers and NGOs. 

CONCLUSION 

The purpose of the 1995 United Nations 
International Conference on Women in 

Beijing is to assess progress and provide 

added impetus to the Implementation of 

the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies. 
In 1995, at the close of the United Nations 

Decade for Women, the "Nairobi For­
ward Looking Strategies• affirmed credit 

as a means to achieve overall develop­
ment for women. Furthermore, govern­

ments and policy makers all over the 

world have recognized that low income 

women have limited access to credit. 

However, governments and international 

policy makers have not created an en­

abling policy environment to address 
this gap. The International Coalition on 
Women and Credit will use this historic 

opportunity at Beijing to promote action 
recommendations that will create a more 
favourable policy environment for low 
income women and the institutions that 

serve them. 

For further information on the Coalition 
and how to become more involved in its 

activities, please contact: 

Ms. Celina Kawa• 
Coalition Coordinator 

International Coalition on Women 
and Credit 

8 West 10th Street 
New York, NY 10018 

Tel: (212) 768-8518 
Fax: (212) 768-8519 

GRAMEEN UPDATE: FEBRUARY, 1995 
Here are the latest figures from Grameen : 

Item Nos Item Million Million 
Taka US$ 

1. Number of Branches 1,045 6. Cumulative amount 
disbursed 49246.68 1338.40 

2. Number of Villages 35,001 7. Amount disbursed 
during this month 1582.81 40.59 

3. Number of Centres 60,133 8. Cumulative amount of 
Housing Loans disbursed 4851 .08 130.90 

4. Number of Members 2,029841 9. Housing Loans disbursed 
Female 1,908,679 during this month 113.51 2.91 
Male 121 ,162 10. Cumulative amount of 

Savings in Group Fund 3321.84 90.43 
5. Cumulative number of houses 11 . Balance of total savings 

built with Grameen housing loans 300,749 (Excluding Group Fund) 669.42 17.16 
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Does the Capitalist System 
Have to be the Handmaiden of the Rich ? 

Muhammad Yunus 
[Extracts from the keynote address delivered at 85th Rotary 
International Convention held in Taipei, Taiwan, on June 12-15, 1994.] 

Credit As a Human Right 

IF we are looking for one single action which will 
enable the poor to overcome their poverty, I 

would go for credit. Money is power. I have been 
arguing that credit should be accepted as a human 
right. If we can come up with a system which 
allows everybody access to credit while ensuring 
excellent repayment --- I can give you a guarantee 
that poverty will not last long. If the helplessness 
and isolation of labour, who have nothing to sell 
but their labour, can be totally removed by 
connecting labour with capital through a universal 
credit system, we'll then have other kinds of actors 
on the economic scene different from what the 
existing capitalist world would allow us to bring out. 

Poverty is not created by the poor. Poverty is 
created by the existing world system which denies 
fair chances to the poor. If we can ensure truly 
equal opportunities to everybody in the society 
there is no reason why poverty should linger 
around us. 

Charities and handouts help maintain and deepen 
poverty. These are invented to avoid giving equal 
chances to the poor. Handouts take away initiative 
from people. Human beings thrive on challenges, 
not on palliatives. 

Grameen has put trust back into the picture. We 
do business on trust. (In the USA, one of the 
Grameen replications calls itself "Good Faith 
Fund" to make this very point.) Grameen trusts 
people. It believes in the enormous potential of 
each and every human being. Given enabling 
environment, even the poorest woman can 
peel off doubts in herself and start exploring 
her abilities to find a life with full human dignity. 

Besides being a lending institution, Grameen also 
requires the borrowers to save. Each borrower 
saves one taka (2.5 cents US) each week, and five 
per cent of the loan money. Today the total savings 
of Grameen borrowers exceed US$ 70 million. If 
they wish, G~ameen borrowers can collectively buy 
up the largest enterprise in the country. It would 
be fun to do that -- the poorest in the country 
getting into the league_ofthe richest in Bangladesh! 

Capitalism : Making the Rich Richer 

The essence of capitalism is expressed in two 
of its basic features: a) profit maximization and 
b) market competition. In their abstract 
formulations none of them was supposed to have 
anything conspiratorial againstthe poor. But in real 
life they tum out to be the "killers" of fhe poor-by 
making rich the richer and poor the poorer. 

Profit maximization is recognised as the best 
principle to ensure the optimal use of resources. It 
tells you when you are going in the right direction 
in mixing inputs, when you are going in the wrong 
direction, and when you have just the right 
combination of resources. Free market 
competition ensures that you are pushed out of 
any comfortable position when your competitor 
finds a better combination or better product or 
better way of doing business. It is the driving force 
for all innovati~ns, technology changes, and better 
management. 

In the conceptualisation of the capitalist world we 
have installed a greedy (almost bloodthirsty) 
person to play the role of profit-maximizer. Not 
only have we deprived him of all human qualities, 
we have empowered him by giving him all the 
institutional support he can use by depriving the 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Grameen Bank 
At a Glance 

(As on February 1995) 

Total Loan Disbursed (Cumulative) 

Loan Disbursed in : 
1993 
1994 

Total savings (balance) 

No. of borrowers 

No. of houses built with Grameen loans 

Percentage of women borrowers 

No. of Centres 

No. of villages covered 

No. of Branches 

10. No. of Staff 

11. Percentage of share-capital 
owned by borrowers 

12. No. of centre schools 

13. No. of students: 
Girls 
Boys 

Total 

14. Packets of vegetable seeds 
sold to borrowers 

15. Trees planted by borrowers 

us$ 1.3 billion 

us$ 308.14 million 
us$ 394.75 million 

us$ 72.77 million 

2.0 million 

300,000 units 

94 percent 

60,1.33 

35,001 

1045 

12,068 

92 percent 

22,509 

283,652 (72%) 
111,364 (28%) 

395,016 (100%) 

10.6 million 

6.8 million 



Grameen Bank 
Barobazar Kaliganj Branch 

At a Glance 
(As on February 1995) 

1. Starting date of the branch : March 19, 1991 

2. Total Loan Disbursed (Cumulative) us$ 800,100 

3. Loan Disbursed in : 
1993 us$ 237,013 
1994 us$ 386,447 

4. Total savings (balance) us$ 41,581 

5. No. of borrowers 2184 

6. No. of houses built with Grameen loans 28 

7. Percentage of women borrowers 100 

8. No. of Centres 61 

9. No. of villages covered 36 

10. No. of Staff 11 

11. No. of centre schools 5 

12. No. of students: 
Girls 35 
Boys 40 

Total 75 

13. Packets of vegetable seeds 
sold to borrowers 2421 

14. Trees planted by borrowers 1425 

units 

percent 

(47%) 
(53%) 

(100%) 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
LON DON 

Tuesday March 7 1995 

Look to Bangladesh for new 
chief of the World Bank 
From Mr Edward F Feighan. 

Sir, As a former member of 
the US House of Hepresenta­
tivcs who served on the foreign 
affairs committee, I read with 
interest your editorial, "A pres­
ident for the World Bank" 
(March 1), in which you sug­
gest a new vision for selecting 
the next president of the World 
Bank. You say "the right per­
son to articulate (the hank's) 
purpose is unlikely to he a 
manager, however brifled, or a 
manipulator of financial mar­
kets, however creative ... The 
bank's aim is development. Its 
president must define what 
that means and, 110 less, 
explain why it matters." 

I caught my first glimpse of 
a new vision of development 
nearly a decade ago . Al that 

time, I was a lead sponsor, 
along with Republican Ben Gil­
man, the current chair of the 
House International Relations 
Committee, on legislation mod­
elled after a different kind of 
World Bank - the Grameen 
Bank in Bangladesh. 

Its founder and managing 
director, Muhammad Yunus, 
has crafted an institution that 
has grown from one borrower 
18 years ago, who used a 
minuscule loan to free herself 
from a money-lender and cata­
pult her income from two cents 
a day to $1.25 a day, to an 
institution that lends $1.Sm a 
day to the poorest women in 
Bangladesh . The current 2m 
borrowers (only 6 per cent are 
men) buy milk cows and sell 
the milk, husk rice and sell the 

rice, and do all other manner 
of self-employment ventures 
with loans that average $100 
each and have a default rate of 
just 2 per cent. 

There is no person who has a 
better understanding than 
Muhammad Yunus of how lo 
use banking 1:0 eradicate pov­
erty . There i!: no person who 
has better deinonstrated what 
we must do to solve the prob­
lems before this week's UN 
summit on soda! development 
- poverty, employment, and 
social integratLon. 
Edward F FeigU1an, 
Climaco, Clima,i:o, Seminatore, 
Lefkowitz & Gatrofoli, 
Ninth floor, the Halle Building, 
1228 cue/id Avt:nue. 
Ohio 4-1115. 
us 

[ 



MARY McGRORY 

A Banker Without Pinstripes 

T his town is full of people who call 
themselves rev9lutionaries. The 
real thing, however, was imported 

last week: a Bangladeshi banker who 
thinks credit is a human right. 

Muhammad Yunus, a pleasant, 
smiling man in a tan Nehru suit, has 
financed thousands of small enterprises 
in his dirt-poor native country and in 40 
countries around the world, including 
the United States. President Clinton is a 
fan, and told Rolling Stone magazine 
that Ylinus, a PhD from Vanderbilt in 
economics, deserves the Nobel Prize. 

He is not your usual banker, who eyes 
borrowers with suspicion and poor 

. people not at all. Noting that the big 
commercial banks in Bangladesh lost $9 
billion in defaulted loans to the rich, he 
told loan officers that the poor could not 
be worse deadbeats. But he had to use 
his own money for his first ' 
disbursements. Now, 18 years later, 
Grameen Bank operates in more than 
half the villages of Bangladesh, serving 
2 million borrowers with 1,047 
branches. The average loan is $100, a 
considerable swn in Bangladesh. The 
payback rate is. 98 percent. 

Ninety-four percent pf the borrowers 
are women. That's no accident, Yunus 

. told a congressional forum. Although 
Bangladeshi women are docile wives, 
many of whom have never even handled / 
money, they're better bets than their 
husbands, he says firmly. · 

"Women have plans," according to 
him, "for themselves, for their children, 
about having children, about the home, 
the meals. They have a vision. A man 
wants to enjoy himself." 

This, of course, is a variation on a 
theme given voice recently by House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.), who in 
a discussion about gender differences 
explained that men "are biologically 
driven to go out and hwit giraffes." 

In Bangladesh's conservative Islamic 
society, Ywius's doctrine of the 
superiority of women is explosive, and 

' the clergy has fulminated against his 
designs on the traditional order of . 
things. But men have accepted with 
more grace than expected, since their · 
working wives have brought home new 
tin roofs, three square meals a day, 
clothes for the children and the 
opportunity to go to school. 

Grameen Bank marµigers do not take 
the courses familiar to.their Western 
counterparts. When a new branch is to 
be opened, the designated manager, 
traveling with a superior, goes to a 
village and seeks out borrowers. He 
goes to the home of the likely client, to 

make sure she is .really poor and thus 
deserving. H there is furniture in the 
house, he knows there is inadmissible 
affluence. The poorer she is, the better 
her chances. 

No collateral is required. It takes the 
form of four other women who cosign the·· 
note. They have to agree on the nature 
of the enterprise and the way to proceed. 
H, for instance, a dairy business is being . 
formed, they would have to decide on the · 
kind of cow and the cow.itself. H the chief 
borrower defaults, the other women · 
become ineligible for loans. Popular 
ventures are basket-weaving, 
well-purifying, rice-husking and · · 
door-to-door jewelry sales. · · 

''It is much better for both buyer ·and 
seller," explains Yunus. "The woman · 
comes to the house with bangles for ' 
sale, and the ',\'.Oman of the house is glad , 
to buy one from her. Otherwise the · 
woman would be begging from house to 
house. This way, she has dignity, she is 
helping her family. Every week, she · 
pays back the equivalent of 2 cents on 
her loan and must save 2 cents as well." 

Jan Piercy, the U.S. executive · 
director of the World Bank, says that 
"access to credit unleashes · 
entrepreneurial initiatives that enable 
the borrower to go from dependence to 
self-reliance. It ultimately means that 
the prosperity in the developing world 
will reach the very poor." 

The United States is spending $149 
million on programs in poor countries. 
Last year Congress voted $33 million to 
help set up Grameen-type community 
small enterprises. When Yunus first came 
.to peddle his idea in America, a young 
Arkansas governor was most receptive. 
The Good Faith Fund is still flourishing. · 

In Bangladesh, Yunus does not limit ·· 
his revolutionary activity to having · 
upended the banking system and routing 
the pinstripes. He is transforming village 
life. Women who get loans pledge 
themselves to certain sharply defined 
goals-to have small families, to oppose 
child marriage and dowrie&, to drink only 
filtered or boiled water, to 'grow 
vegetables and eat them, ~o dig latrines, 
to send their children to school. Grameen 
has a health care system in the making. 
Premiums will be $1.25 a 'year per 
family, and 2 cents per doctor visit. 

Yunus is making his country into a 
matriarchy. He has changed the role of 
women. He's trying to prove that 
capitalism need not be driven by greed 
alone. Newt Gingrich promises "a 
different way of doing business." Yunus 
has already done it. Speaker, eat your 
heart out. 



■ UPDATE ■ 

Banker to the Poor 
Bangladeshis Continue to Count on Yunus 

Can impoverished Bangladesh teach fat­
cat America a thing or two about bank­
ing? Yes. says Muhammad Yunus of 

Dhaka-based Grameen Bank. When he was 
governor of Arkansas in the 1980s, Bill 
Clinton asked Yunus to replicate Grameen's 
small-loans scheme in his hardscrabble state. 
Yunus helped start up the Good Faith Fund in 
Pine Bluff. Some U!S. experts predicted that 
Americans would not line up unless they 
could borrow at lellst $50,000. They were 
wrong. Many in Arkansas asked for sums as 
small as $375. "Academics have their ideas 
about the world and the reality is so different," 
says Yunus. "I believe in the capacity and 
capability of human beings." 

He is an academic himself. But the Chit­
tagong University economics professor put 
theory into practice in 1976. His mission: to 
help the poor by lending without collateral. 
Grameen aims "to feed those who would oth­
erwise go hungry," says Yunus, "not through 
handouts but by giving them the means to earn 
money for food." To date the bank has given 
out some S l billion in loans to 2 million fami­
lies - with an incredible 98% repayment rate. 
What many banks don't realize, says the 54-
year-old Yunus, is that most people honor their 
obligations if they have the means to do so. It 
is a lesson Grameen has taught development 
workers from the U.S. and 70 other countries. 

Born to a well-off business family, Yunus 
started teaching economics at 22. He left for 
the U.S. in 1965 on a Fulbright fellowship, 
completing his Ph.Din economics at Vander-

bill University five years later. Back home, 
Yunus worked briefly as a government econo­
mist. then returned to teaching. One day, while 
strolling in the village of Jobra behind the 
Chittagong University campus, he saw a 
woman weaving cane seats. How much do 
you earn a day? he asked. Four cents, 
answered the woman, adding that the rest goes 
to the money lender. 

Moved by the weaver's plight, Yunus 
thought of ways to help his country's poor. 
Grameen Bank lent a total of $25 to ten people 
in Jobra in 1976. Yunus had to scramble for 
capital. Grameen got a big boost in 1981 when 
the Rome-based International Fund for Agri­
cultural Development lent it $3.4 million. The 
central bank extended grants in 1983. 
Grameen received more support after Yunus 
was honored with the Magsaysay A ward for 
community service in 1984. 

Today the bank has 1,042 branches and 
11,000 employees who serve half of the 
country's 68,000 villages. Charging 

annual interest of 20%, it funds practically any 
income-generating activity from fish fanning 
to cloth weaving to basket making. Borrowers, 
most of them women, ask for $100 on aver­
age. The requirements? "The less you have," 
says Yunus, "the higher the priority you get." 
He recently won the 1994 World Food Prize, 
which comes with a $200,000 grant from 
American philanthropist John Ruan. Yunus 
has decided to give the money to Grameen 
employees. They deserve it. ■ 
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Ms. Melanne Vervccr 
Attn: Jennifer Klein 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wuhinaton DC 20500 

Via Facsimile 
Number of Pages: 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

RESULTS➔ 4562878;# 2/ 6 

I returned from Bangladesh on Monday. Pony-five of us visited the 
Gramecn Bank and it was very inspiring. 

While speaking with Muhammad Yunus last week we discussed the idea of 
inviting Hillary Rodham Clinton to be Honorary Co-Chair of the People's 
Summit for Micro Credit. The soal of the meeting is to develop a plan of 
action for ensuring that 100 million of the world's poorest families, 
especially the women of those families, are receiving micro credit loans 
for self employment by 2005. 

Muhammad Yunus loved the idea and said he would discuss it with Mrs. 
Clinton in Bangladesh. Yunus asked me to draft the Jetter. for him. 

I wanted to make sure you saw the letter before Yunus hands it to Mrs. 
Clinton. Susan Shure, a friend of mine, will also give a copy of the letter 
to Jan Piercy. I hope you have a wonderful journey. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Sam Harris 
Executive Director 

P.S. I read Jennifer Klein the response of a Gramccn borrower to the 
question, "Would you rather have received your loan in the form of a 
gift?" The borrower's response is below and in an op-cd I've attached. 

If I am given a gift, it is not for development, it is just to eltjoy. 
If it is a gift, I think I get it for free so I have no tension. I can 
use it any way [I want]. If I iet a loan, I have pressure to pay 
back and will work hard. A &ift makes a person lazy, inactive, 
and destroys a community. 
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April 22, 1995 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
W ashinaton DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

Draft--Sample Text 

RESULTS ... 4562878 ;# 3/ 6 

I wanted to put into writing my invitation for you to serve either as Co-Chair or, if 
necessary, as Honorary Co-Chair of the People's Summit for Micro Credit. The People's 
Summit for Micro Credit is the first step of the Where Credit Is Due 2005 project which is a 
dccade-lon1 campaign whose goal is to ensure that 100 million of the world's poorest 
families, especially the women of those families, will be receiving micro credit loans for 
self-employment by 200S. 

The project is under the auspices of the RESULTS Educational Fund which, along with its 
sister organiz.ation RESULTS, has been a leading advocate for credit for the poorest women 
for nearly a decade. Georee Stephanopoulos is very familiar with their work and with their 
Executive Director Sam Harris. 

The first phase of the Where Credit Is Due 2005 project is the development of a plan of 
action for reach.in& 100 million of the world's poorest families by 2005. A paper is bein1 
circulated for comment to more than 100 individuals around the world who are either 
practitioners or suppomrs of this work. The paper will be redrafted and recirculated and 
then discussed at a People's SUmmit for Micro Credit preparatory meeting to be held October 
7-8, 1995 in Washington DC. The paper will be rewritten again and circulated for a final 
round of comment lcadin& to the People's Summit for Micro Credit which is tentatively 
scheduled for May 8-9, 1996. As (Honorary) Co-Chair we would ask that you: 

1. Allow us to list you as Co-Chair of the People's Summit for Micro Credit. 
2. Work to see that the aoal of reaching 100 million of the world's poorest families, 

especially the women, with micro credit loans for self-employment by 2005 is brought 
by the U.S. deleaation to the Conference on Women in Beijing. 

3. Co-sign, with me and the other Co-Chair(s), the letter of invitation to the People's 
Summit for Micro-Credit preparatory mcetine in October. If necessary, you miaht 
instead send your own letter of invitation. 

4. Speak at dle October 1995 preparatory meeting. 
S. Co-sign, with me and the other Co-Chair(s), the letter of invitation to the People's 

Summit for Micro-Credit tentatively scheduled for May 8-9, 1996. We want to invite 
both practitioners and leaders from the business and banking sectors to the Summit. 

6. Encouraae the President to speak at the People's Summit for Micro Credit in 1996. 

These are the basic ideas and we're open to discussin& other options with you. Once the 
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global and U.S. plans of action have been developed, there will be a campaign to enlist 
business leaden, eovernmem officials. and the public in implementing the plam. 

I have been moved by the commitment Queen Sofia of Spain bas shown for micro credit and 
plan to extend an invitation for her to serve as a Co-Chair. Sam Harris suggests that we also 
invite a Republican leader in the U.S. to serve as a third Co-Chair. 

I am sure you will have seen from your visit with Gramcen bo1Towers how a tiny amount of 
credit helps women change their lives and the lives of their families. We must sec to it that 
credit for self-employment is extended to the poorest people in the U.S. and around the 
world, and that the rate of expansion of such programs increases dramatically. Your 
involvement as Co-Chair (or Honorary Co-Chair) would make a tremendous difference. 

Sincerely, 

Muhammad Yunus 



• 
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Here's a New Idea: Eradicate Global Poverty for the Profit 

While world leaders were gathering at the Social Summit in Copenhagen to discuss poverty 
alleviation, employment generation and social inteiflllon, I joined 44 othcn and spent five 
days in the villages of Bangladesh interviewing borrowers of the Grameen (villa1e) Bank. 
Given what we were learning in spcalcing with these formerly destitute women, I can't help 
but think that the 45 of us were at the real Social Summit. 

Here is what we saw. We saw the eradication of rural poverty in the Third World. We 
witnessed the unleashina of the human spirit. Perhaps most remarkable of all, we saw this 
achieved by an institution that is tumin& a profit. That's right. the Grameen Bank bas made a 
profit over the last two years. 

I don't know what the implications of this are for the United States. Transplant the Grameen 
experience to US soil and maybe we'd only reap the unleashing of the human spirit, the 
reduction of poverty. and no profit. It's too early to be sure. But the global implications of 
Grameen's successes arc unmistakable. 

Grameen Bank will lend $500 million this year in loans that average $100 "to two million 
rural people, 94 percent of whom are women, who will use the money for self~mployment 
ventures. Grameen will get 98 percent of these loans paid back in full-with interest. 

But that's only part of the story. A recent study of lon1-tcrm borrowers found that 75 
percent had either left poverty or were near to leaving poverty. Recently, Grameen Ban1c 
decided to slow its expamion within Bangladesh and committed itself to getting each of its 
two million borrowers and their families out of poverty by the year 2000. 

While visiting a Grameen branch in Natore District in northwest Bangladesh, I got a 
firsthand glimpse of what this future could look like. I interviewed Nurjaban, a Gramecn 
borrower whose name means "light of the world." Abandoned by her parencs at 3 montbs of 
age and raised by a neighbor, Nurjahan was married at 12 only to be abandoned by her 
husband a year later while three mejnths prepant. She returned to the family who bad raised 
her, cooking for them while raising her son. Before joinin& Grameen, Nurjahan had nev~r 
camcd more than $37.50 in a year and owned no land. After five years with Grameen her 
annual income is $250 (nearly twice the national avera1e) and she owns two goats, one 
preanant cow. 10 hens, and two-thirds of an acre of land. Seasonally, she employs two 
farm-hands to assist with her rice crop. In a country where only 46 percent of the children 
reach grade five. Nurjaban's son is now in 8th grade. 

Another of our group asked a borrower if she would rather have received her loan in the 
form of a gift. 

"If I am given a &ift, .. she answered, "it is not for development, it is just to cttjoy. If it is a 
&ift, I think I 1et it for free so I have no tension. I can use it any way [I want]. If I aet a 
loan, I have pressure to pay back and will work hard. A aift makes a person lazy, inactive, 
and destroys a community.• 
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But while Republican members of Congress may bear this wisdom from rural Bangladesh as 
testimony in suppon of their social agenda they shouJd note another axiom from Grameen 
Bank. Bank founder Muhammai:t YUDllS instructs the Gramcen staff to constantly ask 
themselves if their policies and actions will create more misery and poverty for the 
borrowers or less. That is a ·central question that Congress and the American public must 
face squarely as we continue the vivisection of thirty years of social programs. 

In April, Hillary Rodham Clinton will visit a villaac in Baqladesh and meet the women 
borrowers of Grameen Bank. rm sure she will emerge with the same question we bad. 
•How can we more rapidly expand this eradication of poverty and unleashing of the human 
spirit?" 

It's a question that the Social Summit in Copcnhaacn didn't answer, but the Women's 
Conference chis September in Beijin1 still could. It is a question that needs to be considered 
by all of us concemcd with a sustainable and humane future for our world. 

That's why micro credit leaders around the Jlobe are endorsme the goal of reacbio& 100 
million of the world"s poorest families, especially the women of those families, with micro 
credit loans for self-employment by 2005. Embracing this goal and moving toward it is 
somethina we can do for the poor. for the hunlry, for the economically and politica11y 
disenfranchised. And, as Gnmeen's financial su~ prove, it's also something some of 
us can pursue for the profit! 

(789 words] 

Sam Hanis is F.reclllive Director of RESULTS, a citizen's lobby dedicaJed to ending /umgtr 
and poverty, and Coordinator of the Where Credit is Due 2005 pro}tct. 

Sam Harris, Executive Director 
RESULTS 
236 Massachusetts Ave., NE, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20002 
(day) (202) 543-9340 
(eve) (202) 546-2695 
(fax) (202) 546•3228 

Social Security Number: C b ~ J 
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ICl>Dlt,B Pilot Training Program . 11Traurlng tor Emer1ency Rsponse 
ti1t f,holr:rn HDl1 fih1Ptjl111 Finlde._mir,~" fundrn hv thft TIRAID Offlr.ri for 
FurelKU 'D uaitl!r Ai.»11ft11m:e -(uJi"DA) 

The U. S. Agency for International Development. has provided a grant of $73,622 to 
the Intcrnatio11!.l Cenp-• for Dinrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh ac:ODR,B) to 
undertake a pilot training program, "Tra.mi."'3 for Brnerg"ncy Response to Cholera and 
Shigella Epidemics," ICDDR,B -- originally ~stablished in the 1960's as the Cholera. 
Research Hospital with financial and technical assi&~e from the U.S. -- is now recog-wzed 
'by USAro 1s 'Office of Foreign Disaster A~sis+.ance as a center of excellence in pro'Viding 
emergency response to diarrhoeru epidlffllics. 

The concept for the training course c:.!.IDe nut of ICDDR1B's experi::::ncu in Ooma, 
Zaire, where an ICDDR1B team was sent to the Rwandan refugee camps to lllisist in 
combat"Jng th¢ diarrhoeal epidemic affecting the camp i,opulation. The health w,)fk~ts of 
inu:mational reli.~f organizations that responded to the emergency ctid. not have !aUfficient 
knowledge or exporicnce with the mar.iagem~t of diurhoeal epidemics. The ICtJD ,B team 
est.:, ,\;•.1.hec. a treatment facHity in the refugee camps that reduced mortality dra1r:.,·, ;~.,ny and 
quickl)-'-

The ICDDR,B training course, to be conducted in Bangladesh, ls wgeted. rowurd 
st.Dior medic~l and health professionals from international urganiza.tions and NGOs th.at 
normlllly respond to emergencies worldwide. The training course participants will be trained 
in tM ident!fic.ation of diarrheal disease pathogena1 speeifi~ally ~holera a.."'id shigellosls, and 
be able to diagnose ar..d determine pathogens and appropriate drug therapy under field 
conditions, using new teohniques for control of diarrheal disease epidemics. 

The tnitial training course, for 10 participants, will be cond.uc~ during a tw0 .. w~k 
period this fall. Beoau:sc fall is normally !\ high s~ason for diarrhea in Banglad~sl:, 
participants will htwe t.,e opportunity to receive hands-on experience in managing cti;,.,1heal 
dist.a8e epidemics. To extend the reach of the com~~, each pzu-ticipant will rect!!ive a training 
video that can be used to train additional staff in his or her ho.me or~anization. If the 
training course is considered successful, additional '°ursr may be funded by OFDA . 

Talking Point: "ICDDR,B ~ ~emzed by USAID's Office of Foreign Di1;a:~tor 
Assistance M a center of excellence in providing emergcticy re-~porue to chok •ft 
epidemics. An agreement b~twcen the Center and the U.S. Government has .t~cntly 
been ait;ned to train senior medical and health poofessiona.ls from international · 
organizations an.:1 NGOa how to respond to emergencies worldwide. 'l'h; concept of' 
the program came from the Cente,'s outstanding work among R.wandAll tefogees in , 
Gomn1 Znito whoro thou . oontributiorui 1ioi:luood moru1lity d11n1nntionll~· and quiokW." 
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ICD~~/S P:1.l.ot T;-i,,;LnirJ.i' Program 11 'I'11ain:l.1na f!e1:r mmerc,•noy ~••:saoi1111e 
to Chclar& and Shia•lla t~id••t~•n funded ~y t~• USA~~ Office fo~ 
Po~eign Disasc1~ Assi!tance (01~A) 

The Offio~ of Fo;r;-eign t>isaste:r AssiataitCI!! (OF.DA) h&s 
provided lCDDR/B a· $73,622 grant to und$r~Ak~ a pilot training 
prQgram, "Training for Smergency .R~apons~ to Cholera. a.ncl Shisella 
Ep~d~mics 11

, ICDDn/B is recognized by USAID'S Office of For~ign 
:Disa$tdllr Assistance as a oenter of excallence in pro•vid.i.l:'l.g 
emergency response to di~r:rhoeal ep:i.d~m1os. 'l'he, concept. for the 
training coi..rse c:arn~ out of ICDDR/B' s ~~Pet"ie.nce in Gema, Zaire, 
where an ICCl'>R/:B team was sent to the Rwandan refugee oamps to 
aeeiat in ooml:iatt:.ing th.e diat·.z:·hoeal epidemi~ iiffeotins the camp 
population. The IdPOR/B team e~tabliahed a treatment !adility in 
the ~efugee o~mps that reduced mQrtality drQmatioslly and 
quiakly. The ICDDR/S team found that, altho~gh well int~ntioned 1 

health w◊rkere of international relief organiz~tione worKing in 
tha eamp~ d:l.ci not have auffieient knowledge· 01:· experience with 
the management of diarrhoeal epidemies. 

The ICDDR/B training course, to .b~ cond\.l.oted in Bangladesh, 
is tar~eted toward senior medical and health professiona1e from 
irit:a:i:national organi:rn.tionF.I ~nd NGOe that normQJ.ly respond !.. O 
~rnergency situations worldwide. :ey the complat:Lon of the 
~t,jnins course partioipants will have been tiained in the 
id~r1ctfication of diarrhaa di$~•ee pathogens, apecifieally 
cholera ~nd shigellosis, ~e oap~ble of applying diagnos t ic 
t er.hn'i.11.iA~ t,n ni'lt-:~rmine pa.tn~.-cns and ~pp~9t:,,~·iate cb:ug t her~py 
u ndsr f1elo. r.;::¢nd1tions, and w.ill have b~an expos'ed to n ew 
~achniques fer ~ontro~ of diarrhoeal disease e~id~mics, 

The initial craini1~g course, for 10 participants, Will h ~ 
conducted during a two-we~k peri¢d this fall . The fsll is 
normally one of the hi~heet s~Aaon~ for instances of diarrhea in 
s~nglade a h and will provide the oppa~cu~ity f~~ participants to 
.rtH.zcl vi= lL~u«.lfd •vi'..l c::.:.~&1.'i~l\Ce in tils fflal'!.D.!iJOmnnt: a:f di~:r.··l:'h6~illl.l 
r" i -f /'1 1'\l'IMl'I nI")i rlsmi lifrl ·rr:i .li11il iiir 1 n rhl"' rri,nrrf'p,r nr 111,w.rrrn~l.J.IJu :.-:-ri, 
Lhe course, eaoh part~c1p~nt in the training p~ogram w11I ~6 
);Jl'lo·,.ddad ::i. t:r:iinina i.rideo th~r ran hP 11.~,--- rl tn r,r1"'l in a~d~ti0no.;1 
.staff in the pa~ticipant's home organization, If . the training . 
t:!Ourse is considered liZUCcesu~ful, additional oourees may be funded. i· 
by OFDA. 

Talking ?~int: 11 !CDDR,S i.-:i recogn.i.~ed by OSA!D'a Of:fiee of 
Fo~~ign Pea~t.e:r Assistance as e. center o! &xc:ellence in 
provid.inc;: ei~\~rg~ncy ,:~~ponae to cholera. epid.arnic.s. An ag:.i:·cm1iH'l"lent 
between the Cente. and the . U. s. Govarn1T1e·.r'1t. has :c-e¢Emt.ly been 
signi,d tc p:r.-ovide t:.z:·aining of senic:r medical and he.al th 
professionals f~om international organizations and NGO~ how t o 
xespond to Qffle~ganoy aituatiQn$ worldwide. The ooncept o~ the 
program came from the CAntar's outsta~ding work. in Qoma, Zaire 
where their oontri.outions ~educed mortality dr~m.;.tically and 
quickly. 11 
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GRAMEEN CHECK* 

The history of the handwoven textiles of Bangladesh is replete with well documented 
reports of its excellence and high value in the discerning markets of Europe, West Asia and 
the Far East. For centuries the Dhaka Muslin held its own amongst the finest fabrics of 
the world; apart from this superb fabric the region produced a wide variety of woven textiles 
to fulfill its own requirements, as well as other markets of the subcontinent. 

However, in recent decades, Bangladeshi weavers have had to face innumerable hardships. 
The scarcity of raw materials in combination with the steadily declining economic 
situation forced many to abandon their handlooms for other sources of income, while others 
joined the ranks of the unemployed. Bangladesh, which was once known for the high 
quality of the fabric woven here, began to import cloth. This led to increased 
unemployment and a growing trade deficit. 

A recent survey by the handloom Board of Bangladesh had located 501,838 looms in the 
countryside; of these as many as fifty percent of the looms are underutilised due to the lack 
of working capital and competition from machine made products. 

The Grameen Bank in a bid to reverse this worsening trend has commissioned over a 
thousand weavers to weave checkered fabric on their handlooms with raw materials 
provided by the Bank. 

Named "Grameen Check" this hand,dyed, and hand,woven, light and comfortable material 
comes in a variety of colour combinations ranging from pastels to vivid, bright shades and 
is ideal for spring and summer wear for both men and women. 

In an age of ecological concern weaving has the special merit of being one of the very few 
industries not based on fossil fuel. Grameen Checks are made of pure cotton. This has an 
additional appeal given the growing preferences of natural fibres worldwide. 

In order to achieve its goal of promoting the handloom weavers the Bank has set up 
"Grameen Uddog" a company which provides assistance in three major areas: working 
capital, design expertise in upgrading and standardising the quality of the product, and 
marketing support within the country and abroad. 

To date, almost all the fabric used by the garment industry in Bangladesh is imported from 
other countries. Grameen Bank has targeted this segment of the market and invested in 
developing an attractive series of check and stripes that will attract international buyers. 

The colour, thread count and construction of the cloth vary, and it is available in 72 x 60, 
80x70, 60x60, by 40,30,20 counts of yam. The fabric is 100% colourfast and shrinkage is 
only 3%. 

Particulars such as the colour, design, construction and thread count of the fabric are 
determined by the buyer, and orders are generally filled within 60 days. 

*This text is taken directly from Grameen Uddog Brochure "Grameen Check." 

Note: Over 50,000 of Grameen borrowing families are handloom weavers. 



USAID 

******* 

Immunization of children and mothers in Bangladesh 

Among the leading causes of death of Bangladeshi children are six 
diseases that are easily prevented by vaccination: tetanus, measles, polio, 
whooping cough, diptheria, and tuberculosis. Mothers are equally at risk from 
dying of childbirth-related tetanus ttiat could be prevented by vaccination. The 
infant, child and maternal mortality rates in Bangladesh are among the highest in 
the world. 

Although the mortality rates are still high by world standards, significant progress has been 
achieved in reducing infant mortality. Infant mortality decreased from 128 per thousand live births in 
1987, to 90 per thousand by 1994. The National Immunization Program has contributed significantly 
to the decline in infant mortality. The percentage of fully-vaccinated children under the age of one 
year increased from 5 percent in 1988 to 60 percent today. Eighty percent of women of reproductive 
age are now vaccinated against tetanus. 

USAID began supporting Bangladesh's National Immunization Program in 1988. USAID 
concentrates its support in urban areas, where 20 percent of the population resides, complimenting 
the rural immunization program largely supported by UNICEF. USAID assistance, $1.98 million in 
1995, is helping the government and non-governmental organizations increase the number of fixed 
centers and outreach sites offering immunization services, particularly in urban slums. USAID has 
also helped deliver tetanus toxoid immunizations to women garment workers and girls in high schools 
and colleges. The program objective is to achieve an immunization rate of 85 percent of women and 
children fully vaccinated, and put in place a sustainable management and service delivery system. 



BAHG.LADESH_; . _ _ll_ll_QP::-.llLAT .. ..BRA.C SCHOOL 

CONTEXT OF MEE1'1NG 

There is a one-room elementary schoolhouse just as you 
enter the trail-head on the walk to the family planning 
village. Three dozen students aged 7 - 11 attend this school, 
which js part of the non-formal Bangladesh ~ural Advancement 
Committee (BRAC) i::ystem. You will stop for a few minutes to 
view the school, say hel]o to the children and teachers, and 
urge the students to sluay ~ard and stay in school. 

BRAC is the largest NGO in Bangladesh, operating in ~5 1 000 
of the country"s 80,000 villages and benefiting more lhan l 
million rural poor. BRAC emphasizes rural development, 
non-formal education, nnd programR to help poor women. BRAC's 
success has prompted attacks on some of its projects by 
fundamentalist elements. USAIP provides funding to BRAC to 
inte rate famil ·n services into it la ro rams 
an to expand its fa1nily life education program for women and 
girls. 

In 1985 ERAC initiated a non-formal ~....,....;:.~...:..;..;...c __ .......c;,_,;;;..;,"-:-;;...o_~.;;...;;...~:"'-=~ 

program for ei ht-to- The 
objective was to develop a primary education model that could 
provide basic literacy to boor r11ral children, especially 
girls, who were unreached by the school system. By 1991, the 
program had expanded to 6,000 schools, serving 11- to 16-ye~r 
olds as well as younger children. Over 28,000 ...schools were 
operating in 1994, serving 896,000 slude~ts. 

YOUR OBJECTIVE 

o Emphasize U.S. ::;upport for education, particularly for one 
of the most successful educalion NGOs in Bangladesh. 

TALKING POINTS 

o Is it true tlrnt BRAC targets the education of gi.rls because 
they have fewer opportunities than boys in other schools? 
What percentage of the pupils in BRAC schools are girJs? 

o Are students in this village better off educationally then 
they were five years ago? 

o Please thank the students for allowing me to drop in to see 
their school. Tell them to sludy hard and stay in school. 

o I am pleased to announce the donation of a computer to 
enable the BRAC field office to continue supporting rural 
schools like this. 



BAHG.LaADES.ff_; . _llF...QP::-.llLA.T .. BRAC . SCHOOL 

CONTEXT OJ! MEK1'ING 

There is a one-room elementary schoolhouse just as you 
enter the trail-head on the walk to the family planning 
village. Three dozen students aged 7 - 11 attend this school, 
which is part of the non-formal Bangladesh ~ural Advancement 
Committee (BRAC) system. You will stop for a few minutes to 
view the school, say hello to the children and teachers, and 
urge the students to sludy ~ard and stay in school. 

BRAC is the largest NGO in Bangladesh, operating in ~5.000 
of the country's 80,000 villages and banefiting more than l 
million rural poor. BRAC emphasizes rural development, 
non-formal education, aud programs to help poor women. BRAC's 
success has prompted attacks on some of its projects by 
fundamentalist elern~nts. USAIP provides funding to BRAC to 
inte rate famil 1 n services into it la ro rams 
an to expand its family life education program for women and 
girls . 

In 1985 BRAC jnitiated a non-formal primary education 
program for eight-to-ten-year· olds i o 22 vi 11 age[_. The 
objective was to develop a primary education model that could 
provide basic literacy to boor rural children, especially 
girls, who were unreached by the school system. By 1991, the 
program haa expandea to 6,000 school3, serving 11- to 16-y~.r 
olds as well as younger children. Over. 28,000 Bchools were 
operating in 1994, serving 896,000 sludefits. 

YOUR OBJECTIVE 

o Emphasize U.S. Gupport for education, particularly for one 
of the most successful education NGOs in Bangladesh, 

TALKING POINTS 

o Is it true thal 8RAC targets the education of girls because 
they have fewer opportunities than boys in other schools? 
What percentage of the pupils in BRAC schools are Qirls? 

o Are students in this village better off educationally then 
they were five years ago? 

o Please thank the students for allowing me to drop in to see 
their school. Tell them to sludy hard and stay in school, 

o I am pleased to announce the donation of a computer to 
enable the BRAC fiP.ld office to continue supporting rural 
schools like this. 



BANGLADESH : DROP-IN AT BRAC SCHOOL 

CONTEXT OF MEETING 

Tte re is a one-room elementary schoolhouse just as you 
ente r the trail-head on the walk to the family planning 
village . Three dozen students aged 7 - 11 attend this school , 
which is part of the non-formal Bangladesh Ru ral Advancement 
Committee (B RA C) system . You will stop for a few minutes to 
view the school , say hello to the children and teachers , and 
urge the students to study hard and stay in school . 

BRAC is the largest NGO in Bangladesh , operating in 55,000 
of the country ' s 80 , 000 villages and benefiting more than 1 
million r ural poor . BRAC emphasizes rural development , 
non-formal education , and programs to help poor women . BRAC ' s 
success has prompted attacks on some of its projects by 
fundamentalist elements . USAID provides funding to BRAC to 
integrate family planning services into its regular programs 
and to expand its family life education program for women and 
girls . 

In 1985 BRAC initiated a non-formal primary education 
program for eight-to-ten-year olds in 22 villages . The 
objective was to develop a primary education model that could 
provide basic lit eracy to poor rural children , especially 
girls , who were unreached by the school system . By 1991 , the 
program had expanded to 6,000 schools , serving 11- to 16-year 
olds as well as younger children . Over 28 , 000 schools ~ere 
operating in 1994 , serving 896 ,0 00 students . 

YOUR OBJECTIVE 

o Emphasize U.S . support for education , particularly for one 
of the mos t successful education NGOs in Bangladesh . 

TALKING POINTS 

o Is it true that BRAC targets the education of girls because 
they hav e fewer opportunities than boys in other schools? 
What percentage of the pupils in BRAC schools are girls? 

o Are students in this village better off educationally then 
they were five years ago? 

o Please thank the students for allowing me to drop in to see 
their school . Tell them to study hard and stay in school . 

o I am pleased to announce the donation of a computer to 
enable the BRAC field office to continue supporting rural 
schools like this . 



FROM BCT ASSOCIATES PHONE NO. 415 424 1605 

P01'ENTIAL T~LKINC POINTS 

FOR: hrst Lady Hilary Rodham-Clinton 

WITH: Ranglad~~h Prime Mini1.:ter Beaum Kh3ledn Ziii 

SOURCE. Cuk:Lle Chabbott 

DATE: 23 March 1995 

SUHJECT: Girls' Education and Government/NGO Partnerships 

BACKGROUND: The Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (DRAC)cur.-ently operates 
more than 30,000 one-room schools, each covcrini.: the equivalent. nfthP: fnrmnl first lhmu~h 
third grade curriculum in three-years. Of the more than 1 million children ~urrcntJy cmolkJ in 
these i:choofo, more than 70~-<, arc girl!!, as,:: 8 and above, vvhu ™'v\.: nc:vc:T enrolled or who havt: 
dropped out of rormul ~uvcmnumt schools. In 1993. the Government of Uangladesh (GOB) 
hogan rma.ncing 900 of these l:U{AC schools ns po.rt nfits General Education Project. Th1.: GOB 
ofticer in charge of thi!; prQject is pleased wilh BRAC's performance. 

ISSUE #I : 
The GOD'!i partnership with 13RAC imd other NGO~ and its emphasis on brirls' education was 
initially donor-drivtm. · !'here 1s concern that the GOU's interest in the~¢ issut:~ al senior levels 
may quickly wane. ! 

! 
T ALKlNG POINT: The Prime Minister should be com1ncud\;~ fu1 her ~uvcrnmcnt'$ S\l~Cc:.:ss 

in forging and maintaining innovative partnc;rsh1ps with nqn:-govcrnmcn~l 
or~anizations hke BRAC that have helped the governmenl 1D1.;Ct its targets 
fur getting mor~ girls into s~hool. 

lSSUE Jl-2 ; 
To date, the GOD ha.'1 accepted musL ofBRAC's graduiitcs into its fonnal schools at fourth brradc 
or ahove. As the number ofBRAC and other NGO wauuates increases, the capacity of the 
formal guvt:mrncnt schools to absorb them may become stnum:J. 

TA I .K 11':G POINT: The B0vcrnmcr1t. ~hyuld be comnt¢.nd~ for finding room _fof ovt:1 '70% _1,>i" 

nRAC's sradu.u.:.;,; w ClW:ts IV ;,wt Vin goven:imcnl S\ihoul.:s. ·1.hc 
government 5houkl Ire encourAA£(1 to continue working with NU<Js to 
ensure that as many girls as possible from the NGO schc)o1~ continue in 
the govemme.nt ~chool system. or. aJtcmatively. tu ht,Jp the NGO school~ 
devl'llop formal primary s5-hool e,quhaleu\:y .. 
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FROM BCT ASSOCIATES PHONE NO. 415 424 1605 

ISSUE tt3 : 
In 1993~94, Islamic ex1remists mobilized discontent against nRAC' throueh ptunphl~ts, specchei;1 

and newspapers. The extn'lmists clain1'.~d BRAC was a Christ.i:m org1mizntion, that it taught 
Chrutianity and Jbresp¢ot f'or bfoni, and that it wa:. mi:;l~wng anc.J/or abusing girls and women. 
To the contnuy, while BRAC receives most of iL'i funding from histori~any Christian countries, 
it also receives funding from the GOB, most of 11RAC's staff al't: Muslim. and Christianity is not 
taught 1n BRAC schools. False nccusntions. ncverthd~s~ .. rt":~uhed in the burning of 55 schools 
and the closing oi 66 schools. Another 1547 schooli; lo~t at leosL u third of tl1~ir enrollmcul. 
DRAC handled the inoidcnfa on o Gasc•by•ca.sc: hu.')i:i;, uu;1cw;i~ contact wjlh elites and the local 
gn·vcmmcnt, and ~1.11,;1,;~eJecl in winning over much of the oppo~1tion. Whik the GOB cannot 
afford to say anything negativ~ ubout any group that calls itself "hlamic" (sec bi.u.:lq,.,round report, 
"Islam nnd Girls' Education in South Asia"). it may make ro~itive statements about any 
oreani:altion and it msiy condemn unjust accusations. During the 1993-')4 uuubl1;:s, however, th~ 
,~tmtral sovemmenl did not :say or do o.nythin1, uu DRAC's behalf. 

TAI KING POINT: Ask t.he Prime Min~ter about the govcrnm~nt's c~pt;1is:11cL: witf1 BRAC 
and other N<~O schools. The 'PM should be encouragc.dJo take l,IO~i live 

ste:P¥ to counf."r false accu&a,#ona which mo.y nc~tivdv affect .gi1 b' 
ottcnc,lancc at ei~ govcrru.mmL ur NGO schools. 
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USAID USAID in Bangladesh 

In the 1970s, Bangladesh was considered by many to be a basket case -­
a country with continuous famine, grinding poverty, prone to natural disasters, and 
totally dependent on outside support for its very survival. Today, while Bangladesh 

~ 11111' is still an extremely poor country, it has succeeded in increasing food production, 
reducing fertility, managing relief efforts after natural disasters, and empowering its 
citizens to participate politically, and in the marketplace. Bangladesh is an 

example of what targeted development assistance, sustained over time, can achieve when the 
recipient country is committed to helping itself. USAID is credited with important achievements in 
family planning, food production, fertilizer distribution, -rural electrification, microenterprise and 
disaster preparedness. 

******* 

Reducing fertility rates 

USAID has been the lead donor providing aid to Bangladesh's national family planning 
program. In 1975, only 8 percent of Bangladeshi couples were using contraceptive methods. Today, 
45 percent use contraceptive methods to limit the size of their families. With the rise in contraceptive 
use, the total fertility rate dropped from 5.6 children in 1987, to 3.9 children in 1994. At this fertility 
rate, the population will double in 35 years. 

Bangladesh aims to bring the fertility rate down further to 2.2 children per couple by the year 
2005, but the program faces many challenges. These challenges include reaching segments of the 
population who do not have access to or do not use family planning services that are available. 
USAI D works with the Government of Bangladesh and 115 non-governmental organizations to 
expand access to family planning information and services, and to improve the quality of family 
planning services. ($28 million in FY 1995). • 

Improving the health status of women and children 

Infant mortality declined in the past decade, from 128 per thousand live births to 90, but 
levels still remain high. Approximately nine percent of children born in Bangladesh do not live to their 
first birthday, and 13 percent do not survive to their fifth birthday. 

USAID supports expansion of maternal and child health services, and in 1988, began 
assisting the national immunization program in urban areas. Vaccination rates of children under the 
age of one year increased from five percent in 1988 to 60 percent today. Eighty percent of women 
of reproductive age are now vaccinated against tetanus, a major cause of maternal and child deaths 
from childbirth . USAID has also helped increase the use of oral rehydration salts for the treatment of 
diarrheal disease, a leading cause of infant and child mortality. A new initiative in 1995 addresses 
the need for information and related services concerning HIV/AIDS. 

Increasing food security of the poor 

In 1975, approximately 80 percent of Bangladesh's population was below the poverty line. 
Although substantial progress has been made in reducing poverty, about half the population of 
Bangladesh today consumes less than 2122 calories per day. USAID helped bring the "Green 
Revolution" to Bangladesh, by introducing high-yield grain varieties and reforming markets for 



USAID developed 60,000 kilometers of rural roads, and brought electricity to 10 percent of 
the rural population. USAID demonstration activities have taught more than 75,000 women how to 
produce a variety of vegetable crops and fish at low cost to improve the nutritional status and 
incomes of their families, as well as improving banking, credit and business services to help the poor 
engage in non-agricultural, income-generating activities. As a result of demonstrations of these 
techniques, organized with the primary participants, the benefits of USAID's investment in these 
areas are being multiplied many times over among Bangladeshi women and their households. 

USAID is also assisting the Government in reforming and modernizing the banking system to 
increase its contribution to growth. USAID is helping the Ministry of Industries to address policies 
constraining the emergence of a vibrant private sector. Both initiatives will create opportunities for 
increased domestic and foreign investment promoting employment. PL480 programs have also 
opened wheat markets for U.S. commercial exports, which now amount to $50 million annually. 

USAID is now encouraging agribusiness and good environmental practices to bring higher 
incomes for more than half a million farmers. USAID is further expanding the rural road and 
electricity system to facilitate access to markets and services. Policy assistance is also envisaged in 
the banking, food, agriculture, and industrial sectors. USAID's food aid programs have helped the 
government to target those most in need, as well as provide funding for government programs in 
education, health and family planning. USAID will provide $9 million in development funding and $20 
million in food aid for these activities in FY 1995. 

Democracy 

The current administration in Bangladesh was democratically elected in 1991 , under elections 
that were considered to be free and fair by international observers. In preparation for the next 
elections, USAID is providing support for the Election Commission, non-partisan and independent 
election monitors, and Parliament. USAID is also helping strengthen legal ,rights for women, and 
reducing child labor in the garment industry. USAID will contribute approximately $2.5 million to 
these activities in FY 1995. 



USAID USAID in Bangladesh 

In the 1970s, Bangladesh was considered by many to be a basket case -­
a country with continuous famine, grinding poverty, prone to natural disasters, and 
totally dependent on outside support for its very survival. Today, while Bangladesh 

,i 11111, is still an extremely poor country, it has succeeded in increasing food production, 
reducing fertility, managing relief efforts after natural disasters, and empowering its 
citizens to participate politically, and in the marketplace. Bangladesh is an 

example of what targeted development assistance, sustained over time, can achieve when the 
recipient country is committed to helping itself. USAID is credited with important achievements in 
family planning, food production, fertilizer distribution, -rural electrification, microenterprise and 
disaster preparedness. 

******* 

Reducing fertility rates 

USAID has been the lead donor providing aid to Bangladesh's national family planning 
program. In 1975, only 8 percent of Bangladeshi couples were using contraceptive methods. Today, 
45 percent use contraceptive methods to limit the size of their families. With the rise in contraceptive 
use, the total fertility rate dropped from 5.6 children in 1987, to 3.9 children in 1994. At this fertility 
rate, the population will double in 35 years. 

Bangladesh aims to bring the fertility rate down further to 2.2 children per couple by the year 
2005, but the program faces many challenges. These challenges include reaching segments of the 
population who do not have access to or do not use family planning services that are available. 
USAI D works with the Government of Bangladesh and 115 non-governmental organizations to 
expand access to family planning information and services, and to improve the quality of family 
planning services. ($28 million in FY 1995). ' 

Improving the health status of women and children 

Infant mortality declined in the past decade, from 128 per thousand live births to 90, but 
levels still remain high. Approximately nine percent of children born in Bangladesh do not live to their 
first birthday, and 13 percent do not survive to their fifth birthday. 

USAID supports expansion of maternal and child health services, and in 1988, began 
assisting the national immunization program in urban areas. Vaccination rates of children under the 
age of one year increased from five percent in 1988 to 60 percent today. Eighty percent of women 
of reproductive age are now vaccinated against tetanus, a major cause of maternal and child deaths 
from childbirth. USAID has also helped increase the use of oral rehydration salts for the treatment of 
diarrheal disease, a leading cause of infant and child mortality. A new initiative in 1995 addresses 
the need for information and related services concerning HIV/AIDS. 

Increasing food security of the poor 

In 1975, approximately 80 percent of Bangladesh's population was below the poverty line. 
Although substantial progress has been made in reducing poverty, about half the population of 
Bangladesh today consumes less than 2122 calories per day. USAID helped bring the "Green 
Revolution" to Bangladesh, by introducing high-yield grain varieties and reforming markets for 



USAID developed 60,000 kilometers of rural roads, and brought electricity to 10 percent of 
the rural population. USAID demonstration activities have taught more than 75,000 women how to 
produce a variety of vegetable crops and fish at low cost to improve the nutritional status and 
incomes of their families, as well as improving banking, credit and business services to help the poor 
engage in non-agricultural, income-generating activities. As a result of demonstrations of these 
techniques, organized with the primary participants, the benefits of USAID's investment in these 
areas are being multiplied many times over among Bangladeshi women and their households. 

USAID is also assisting the Government in reforming and modernizing the banking system to 
increase its contribution to growth. USAID is helping the Ministry of Industries to address policies 
constraining the emergence of a vibrant private sector. Both initiatives will create opportunities for 
increased domestic and foreign investment promoting employment. PL480 programs have also 
opened wheat markets for U.S. commercial exports, which now amount to $50 million annually. 

USAID is now encouraging agribusiness and good environmental practices to bring higher 
incomes for more than half a million farmers. USAID is further expanding the rural road and 
electricity system to facilitate access to markets and services. Policy assistance is also envisaged in 
the banking, food, agriculture, and industrial sectors. USAID's food aid programs have helped the 
government to target those most in need, as well as provide funding for government programs in 
education, health and family planning. USAID will provide $9 million in development funding and $20 
million in food aid for these activities in FY 1995. 

Democracy 

The current administration in Bangladesh was democratically elected in 1991, under elections 
that were considered to be free and fair by international observers. In preparation for the next 
elections, USAID is providing support for the Election Commission, non-partisan and independent 
election monitors, and Parliament. USAID is also helping strengthen legal ,rights for women, and 
reducing child labor in the garment industry. USAID will contribute approximately $2.5 million to 
these activities in FY 1995. 



-) u O i J~ \ I Em.b<lJJf of the qi,,cd s~,es of Amtrit:4 

~fV DHAKA, IANGLAU,~H 
MAILllOOM FAX M.ESSACE LEA~··· HEE! "' 

'i'.1~ NU!of8£l U •2-Q 6 j? 4 PA&• 1 oE :LC - -
/Date 

X 
s ~ate Osts:A:d 

Name of A Lhori~il11 E,;t O(U~e 
Offi ial 

TO: CW.r 1tJ R ~ rAX NUMBER: ~of:: (g'{rl,, ~3Pa I 
A'I'T£NTtON. 

TEXT 

(AA~-ld L.a~ ~; 

+.« 'f ~ tuid. 

urn1· 



.,--~ :,~<~-:.-·.::-.: i·.-.• ! •.- ·. -.>\ --

• I , .. 

OA':'i: )liAJ<.CH 27, 1,9s 

FOR: MAGGIE WILLIAMS, WHin !!OOSli: STAFF 

FROM: AMBASSADOR DAVID ~ • . l-USlUULL, 0. S • iM9MS .l.l 
BANGLADESH' 

,I,~ -

I 

S03JECT: PROPOSED. CHILD LABOP. AGREE¥.ENT j 
Ati:aehed is the r.ear-fi.naf draft of the chilc. l bor agreemen-:, 
Dave Van Note suggested I iax i~ to you at this ~oint. · I am 
ples.seci t.o repo:-t tr.at we ,a:::-e very ~lose to hav~ng all :he 
details wcrked out ir. time. for HRC' t:1 vi.~it (tho'tsh, aa P.xp~air~ed 
bP.low, r.o comm:tr.1ent:s abou.t whether Mr;. Clintczr. will endorse it 
have bae!'l made) . 'l'he E.a.:.g1adesr. Garmer.r: Hanuf a1tu~~x-s' 
A•eociation (BGMEA) has agreed to c:onver.e a spt!lTial genera:. 
meeting on April let so that its me~~ers oan vote to approve th~ 
~tt~eh~d agreement, ~. / · 

We have promised the BGMEA noth!ng regarding M•r · Clinton's 
partieipation ir. &ny signing ~eremony or endor• mcnt of tho 
ilg"reement . At the same ti.met, thou~h, her visit i• aoti::.g as a 
great spur to the BGMEA to sign chis agreema~t ~n the hopes th~c 
&he might bQ ablP. to do 10mething, I 

I 
I 

Therefere, we •re faxing you the agreement for ycur review and to 
provide a~ opportunity for you to consult people a• needed to 
det.iarmir,e tha.t this ia in:· fact somothing fo:r t a P'iret La.~ to 
aeao~iate her,elf with, a• we believe, You mi bt want to con•ule 
J•ff Samet, Oeputy Aa~ooi;..1:e Under SeC1retary ft :rnt~rnation•l 
Li.bor ~ffairs •t· La:OOr, a.hd & political appoin ee, in addi~lon\ co 
your o~her contaota, 

We believ~ chia is an exdellent program that will ~et the pace in 
South A•ia. It goes beyond a..~y &nti-child labor efforts in Scu~h 
~sia.so f~~-, he~~uae it ri0t only ph&aes out child labor in ehe 
garment faetor1ee, Dut also provides education for the cn11d.re~. 
It they •~e old enough (i2 o~ 13 years old), t.e ~hildron can 
study and work part-time while reoeiving th6i~ full ti~e wageB 
(suoh work-~tugy !o~ thesa •~a~ tn developing outnries is 
perrr,ittted under !LO Convention 138.) Thi• p ogram ahould hav• 
m~ch lee, advo~•e eff0ctQ o~ the ~hild~en tha a.brupt termination 
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' • ,~ .. ,~::.~·;•_;<-.·Y. • • ,:,._; ••' • .• 
. . . - ... .. ·· -· .: - .--~ .. -·· . •.: 

' - : . .. . : ·•• --~~ ... ~~ -~ ;:·: :' ?-____ _ ·:. :.---, .: . --.... 



from the facto::-ies, which (s whu ,he BQMEA fi j •e propoeed. It 
a.lao sets up an ir..dependant pri va:e moni. o;oring'T~sency, "I Go to 
scr.001 11

, to be funded by tr.e ind~atry and r~n ~Yan outside 
~xacu~ive Director, to enaure th&t tho factori•• scay .!.ee of 
child 1.:abor, :hrougn filurprise random inepectio:i1, UNICEF and 
MFt.: ( l.lu: llol-,~l 0,. .n,1 ~f ~nc; At't.• CIOl will haYca tho ciet::.•rmini.:i..~ 
v~~ea on the Board of thi~ a;en~y. 

:t th!.s ti.ts w~~h Mrs. Cli:.ton' a •'iltt,ud~, Wl"l.!.ch ic ture appeArs to 
£.).:om h•t.>•, ...,._ hr.-i::,..- t-l,.11 ~ ◄ ~- wi 1 1 ~fl poaai~1• fo Mi:'JJ , Cline on ~f.'I 

be present a~ the signAt~re of th~ agr6em~nt, hich could ~e 
right at h@r hotei Qr aeross ~ho at~~ot ~e nGM~A headqu&~ters. 
We have also attaohod a d~att ~ce~e aetter and !ealking points to 
use i£ Mra, Clinton agrees to ~e p~esent at th♦ aigning. Plea•a 
l\:I. ~j !<now yo'J.)." choughtt.:, Thank yo\.l vat-y ft\Uo and b•1c re~a.~da . 

_____________ _;_ __________ _,----...--~~---··----••-...... 



AGREEMENT TO EST~LISK $C.HOOL•!:-JAI ("!GOT SCHOOL") 

A."'l 0.io.:iizaeion t.o lttlpl~ant A Progra:n t.o 'Pr-:>Yig Edu~a.tion to 
Worx:ing Children ., -

and to Achievt the ~ha1ed • Eli~inaticn of Child L~bor in the 
8a.nil·adeth Garment :::nd\.let~y 

l. The goals of tnis Agre~m•nt are, 

--elirni~ating child labor in Sangladeeh g~rment actories with a 
phased p~ogram beginning now and ending July 1, 1 97; 

·•preventi~s any new employment ot children i~ B~ngladesh 
SA=ment factc~i~a, begir.ning ~~w; 

••providi~g education icr ehild wor~e~~ ir. thA 
g.;irment seetor; 

n~ladesh 

••verifyins in. prof~Aaional manne4 
program; 

I the im?lem~ntation of che 
I 

••implementing the Bangladesh Garmenc 
Asaociation (SGME]).) 's extri~ordinary 
l9,4 {Annex A), and 

M~nu.h.ctur~rs and EXporters 
resolution ~e~d July ~3, 

--e.nabling the BGMEA, t;:?'lrough ite pa.rticipation n the p:ro9ram, 
to p,:-omote the general- welt.are of ~he Banglarieesh garment 
ir.duetry. / 

2, Thia Agreemont ie eonsi•tent with and in t~bth&ranc• of the 
Memorandum of Under1tand1ni ~~twa•n tho·i~nglado . h Government'• 
Mini~try of La~our and Manpowe~ ~nd the ;ntern& ional Labor 
organization, which sets f~rt~ · • framework for 0tivlciee 
undertaken in th• :CLO'• ~ni;ern~tional Proqr&tr.me for the 
Elimination of Child Laboui (IPEC), and the M•i er Plan of 
Oper&ti0n11 of the Unit:.ed N~t:ions Childroa 1 5 Fun IUN'T~,::F) and the 
Banglade~h Govornment•s Ministry cf Sd~caeion. -1 

3. The car9et dot~ for elim1nating encirely ~ om employmene all 
children from 'SGMEA membei: factories ia July l ,_ 1.997. !n order 
to enaure the absence ot child 1&~or in suboont ~dting factories, 
the SOME.A .undartakea to •neure t.hat its member• subcont.ra.ct only 
with other BOMiA f aotoriee. The Veri f _ic:ation P ogr.-m ag~eed to 
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in :°'o~,; ',' PO :o, .. !.o int. ~~dc:d t..:, c:-. o~:.:r: c l. c: :::i..>bt: {1 ..;t; ot c:-i:. la ~aoo:::-
in SOMEA fa~:or~e~ , ex~ept as provided tor ir. h~s Agraame~t . 
1'\.• ,, ....... ~ .. ,,,,. .... ~,..." :"' ... •:---P\1'\ ~.4 e.l.l .:. •• 1111"\A~l.:. ~'-~f" •'--==•-:> Cl.l • ~ 

2~cior1e~J of ~~is Aq~ee~en: to be i~ a ~~~ i~td ~o gup~ort the 
ove:-all prog l'ar.\. 

4. For the pu:poses o! ;h11 Agreement, any p =son below the age 
◊t !our:een years is consldered a child . To b~gin :he ph&sed 
procoi::io 0£ o!.i!'l".in~t.ir.~ ~h!ld ~Qb,jl." in 20.MXA ._.s ~, .. .,.. ,. 1,. .Cc( ,.·•.u, .l.~1a1, 

the BGMEA urider~akes, as 6£ the ~«te t~ie Agret ~ent is signed, to 
hav• m-ae it~ r~quir~men: of BOMtA me~~e:ship!ehac no person 
ur.d~r age l4 will be reeruited !or emp:oym~nt ~ BGMEA me~her 
tactoriea . The 90MEA fur~her undertA~ee to ma' e ~ta requi~ement 
of BGM!A ~.e~e:tnip t.hat \i.•ithin 30 days of ehe signing- of th:.a . 
li.g::-eement rio pa:-scn ur.der age :4 shal: cont.inu.! t¢ b~ ~r:'.ployed in 
~e!':'\bar factorieG exi:epi::. a.~ deec1:ibed, in. t?~r:.:.• .I! and :v o! this 
Agreemenc 1 a~~ no p~rson ~nder a;e 14 currer.tl¾ e~p:oyta in BaMt~ 
member fact0=iea wj ll be ~h:fted to a eubccnt~ic:o: or ~on•EGMEA 
gar~~nt fa:co:y, Th~ . eGMt~ also ~nd~r~A~~e ~o ~ak~ iv~i!able for 
-lnr.h1Ainr, ~r rh,. .~ \ \'r\/-y ,i~9r.-rib~-:t in '.:';a.z-,;; at\ ino~...:oion in ~he 

liduc.a.t.ion C:rosrar.a desc~i}?ed in pe::-cs I! thl:c~ :-, IV, any employee 
in a SOMt~ factory aa · cf April l, 1995 who it r.der age 14, to 
the maxirn~~ ~x:ent practicabla. Th• SGMEA rep estn:a that only 
3QME-' m~tnh~,..~ ~'l'"A 1:rnhr~nt'Y.'Al"'t-t"'l.,..4 .!~r ot:h•11" :IC.M A tt\Qir.l=•ra in th• 

ass•mbly, finishing, and pac~i~g tor sh!p~e~t .1~ garmenta . 

5, This Agreemen~ tets qut ~tr~t m~in activ~ ies co est~bliah 
and impll!lm~rn;. the School·e.•Jal. Program: 

l) Cond-uetin; a s\lrvey; of all children wo:dt ng in ~he garment 
industry to provide bte61in~ data for program ~plcmontationJ 

2) Providinv cd\.lcal::.io:1 toi· these i::l'l.i.lu1.·11u11 tr.d 

3) Verifying the parti11 1 imQle~entation of te A~reament to 
achieve its ~\.a~oAUl, t11.a. rh_. Ol"'l"ia e.t-ai-""~ :tn ~u:•ao.r~ph 1 •l=-ovo, 

and int.ernational marketir~g for the inch:atl-y'a manufacturera and 
exportu:a o~'1ed ~n :heir <:o:r.pliAnc:~ with thio sr~l!:tt.ent.. 

~ •• :.i; : 1.Ji.r.u1...yh v o! ::n1s Agreement: provide o. 1:a11• ~n these 
ehre• letivitiei, 



I 
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0, The s\.l,·vey, o: ra;,ic! ~••essrneot of all chiLren working in 
Banslade~h s~rment !•~:ori~s (~art !) w:ll be anduct~d ey & 

s~rv~y team chosen by :he ~Q&rd. Fina~cial sup r.rr. fo~ ~h• 
survey will ~e provided oy -~1/!CEF. The Asian- erican Fr-~e La~o:r: 
Instit'l.lt.lS (AA!<'LI} nt" cr.s !~;ern.!lti.¢nal. Labo;- erla.niza~:.on (ILO) 
may provide further su~por~ upon their agree~a~ . 

7. The Ed~ca:ion · Program ; (Parts II :h~ou~h IV will b~ 
implemen~ed by Go~Q Shahajjo Sangstha (GSS) and the 
t1nc.t~rprivilegAd Childran·1 2; ·).:c:i\.1eat.ion ::>rcgJ;"a;n.~e UCSP), and 
euperv:i.sed by th! Soard of .-:)irect.ors o! School· •Jai described in 
pa:ro.s~~phl!J e ~nd 9 t>elow. '_:::.~a.ncj.al suppo:-t !o the Education 
Program W1ll 0~ provided by ~GX~, tJNIC~~, ILC, and MFL:, 1hc 
conors w~ll co~t:ib~te specific amounts detaile in An~ex a. 
~!=~r the f!r•e year, o~pp~=t for :h~ schools w~ll be a%ranged by 
the B~ar~, th~o'..lg~ -::~.e 3oa:-;d me::--bers and ot:.~.:- loope::-at inq 
c::\jf«:11.n.:.~atior.a. : 

8. Th~ implementation o~ th~ Agree~ent will b ac~ompliahad by 
a pr.i.v~t.li oroani2ac:10::., t~ ,be eeta.blisi~i::13 ~rnd. re 1tc.erad as an 
ind~pendent legal ~r.ti~y un:cer the name 11 S~hool- -Jai" (I Qo To 
School) • School~ e-iJai will.: be governed k>y a Boa d of Direc:ors 
(hereinafter called 11 the So~:::-d 11 ) compoA~d initia~l;,, of :aoMr.A, 

AAFLI, a~d UNlCEF. Thes~ o:rganiza~ions will see,c t.o iden~i!y two 
addicional aoard mcm~er org•ni~ation1 that can c~ncrihute to the 
s~cceea of th6 p~ogram. organiiationa may be ad~ed to the aoard 
if a.pprovsd 'by l unanimous ~ecision of ~he exist ng Board's 
members. The aoard will keep Bang1~nesh Govarnm n~ offici8!• 
fully informed of it• act.ior1s, and wi l'.'.. invi ta G vornment · ·· 
~epr•a~ntativ~~ ;Q Boa~~ Meetings to observe and1a~vise. 

t. The respontibilitiea of the Board a:e ~o ch~oae an Exec~~ive 
Ciraoeor of School-e-Jai, to try cc ree¢lv• any 1iop~tea or 
pro~lems ehat may arise due · ~c ehe accivitie1 of the Verific&tiort 
Te Am• d•e~,r£.b6<:l in Part v, .including ;a~ing atep eo ensure the 
p,rciaa 1 implementation of this Agreement; and t. respond to 
inquirie• 0n th& cverall child labor ar&dic~~ion program and 
program compliance. Fina~cial support f.o~ Sehoo -•-Jai will ~c 
provided lSy lLO, AA1tI, an,LBGMtA for th~ tirDt ear aft:t~ the 
Agre~m•nt t• •ign•d. (A~o~ri~e to b~ a~ded he~•• To ~nsu~e 
sustainability of Sehooi-e-J.ai, beginning one ye rafter the 
&ign1n~ date of this Agreem~~t, Scha0l•e~Jai 1 1 a -tivitiee will be 



comple~ely supported by .the EGM!A t.hro\.!;-:~ <;1r.a1tA ~o Sahool-~-J'A1, 
Th• SOM~A agrees to rais~ che3e !~nd• ~y asseas!ng a tee from all 
BGMEA rnem:Oers. 

PAR'l' I: SURVI:~ PHASI 

10. :~meciataly after the signac~~a of this Agrea~en:, che 
aoard wil1 begin proQed~ree to chou~~ a team for a rapid 
asses1~ent o! tht nu~er :. o~ \lnderage worxe:-1 ,. n :he Sa.n;1ade•h 
garment in~u1try ~o permit i~~ediate p!&nning for th• Edueac1on 
Program. The Soard will : select ~h• tE=!-'!n ( th• li, Su~vey T~•"''') no 
later than 30 daya after :sigr.ature of the ~gr emer.t. The Board, 
"long ...,.i~h th¢ r:::..o, will { jo:l.n-cl:r prQv.ido t~Q2. ir.g to ':he Survey 
Tea Ti's i,er!!Jor.ne l, ' 

11 . Ea~h 30ME.>. fac~o:-y '. will ,n:.b:'i'lit ~o t~e B~V. a~~~cto.riA; a.e 
sco~ as poaaible, but no ~later th&~ JC days a_:er ~he date ot th~ 
1igning of thi• Ag~eemcn~, a lia~ cf na~e~, a resaes, and aies 
of eh1ld~en (~elow aie l~) wo~king in each faCjtory ae o: April~, 
1,95, !&ch. aOM&A fa~to4Y; will al10 a~bmit to fh! BOMEA 
seeretariat no l&ter thL.~ 30 da~• after aignatfre of this 
Agreemer~t ~ lis~ of all i~s curr4nt subcontrtcfin; factories on 
April l, liiS. I 

I 

. . I 
l2, tmmedia ~ely after t:he Su:-vey Tear.; i e choran, the BOMEA. 

aecretar1at will announce th~ Survey Team to i~• ~e~•~ahip, 
eircu~ating &. phococopy o.f Che idenci:fieation ~&dgea that tha 
Su~v&y Te~m per.aQnnei will. w=ar when t:hay visir garment factoriee 
to= the su:vey. Upon· reee~pt fr¢m ~GMiA metr.bet•• the iOME'A 
aecrat&riae w1;.i provide the faotciie1 1 lists ff cheir ehild 
wo:rkera, and tha liet of fac~.ori•a ~• :req,.d.r&d by pa.r&<iJl.' !1.ph 11, 
to the Board whi~h will coordinate with ~he s~~vey Team, 

-' I 
•• I 

13 The Survey Team•a fictory visits ehall belunannounced to the 
f~c;orie• ~otorehand, and the order of the via~tl will be decided 
join:ly ~ the Team's per·sont1el on the day t:.he! viaiit ~•ketJ place, 
using a ~anc:lom proees•. _:The S1,1rvey Team will J...,1,it a\.u:ing 
\llr"lrkir.o hour• and 'w'ill rnC1J,c an etto"t eo avo1dl cauting die~uption 
to the faet0rie, 1 production p~oceas and work low. 

14. Os:.t'lg OA<:h fa;t:ory t:;.s li1e o! lmd.eragt we kc~•, the S1.u:vey 
Team will identify all ehildrtn working in the factery, a.nd · 
develo;i .:rn u~da.t.•d lict: of c.heir nAmt:ui,, addraa es, and age1, !f 

-----------------·-, ... ---+---------- ·· .. 



.,- ~,.. 
any BCMEA rr.cm.bt: :c· !acco::-y has :1cc sul:>mitc:.ed I list of i~a '-lnde:ag~ 
worke::-_s .,':O t.he BQM~A se.c:r~tariat (or t".hc B0, 1'E:A l!le~rec.ariat to ~he 
~oard) within 30 days of the sigr.a~ura of e is Agree~!nt, t~e 
Survey Team ~ay vi~it th~t !a~~Qry CQ co~pile its own list of 
child workers. 

15. The S1,.rvey Team '"il'l uae ae f irot n-c:s of a w~::i(er I a 
age any reliable birth 'documentation ch6 wor er may possess. In 
the abaeneA of • ralia\.hle bin:h dOc\.lmenta~ion, thet method for- . 
deter~ining each worke~•s age will be based fn the 1nfe~mat1o~ 
from thei worJ<e:::- 1 s family tnembers, and on :he1judgmene of the 
Survey Team• s ~•rsonr.el',' visit ins ~he factory~ In case of 
diaagreernen:. on ar. age ·~at.imatt, · an exptrt o inion of a. q• . .1a1 lf:..•d 
~octor Y.et~~~~d by enc Boar~ w1~: be obtair.e and r.1s/her cpinicn 
in this reepec: wi l l be : fir.al. 

le, tne children -who h~ve be~n i~enti:ied ~ill be divided ir.:o 
two groups: i:hos~ oelo·~ ags 12 and t::¢Se ag~d 12 and 13. ThP. 
SurvAy Team will provid~ to each !actory own~r no later than July 
l, 1995 an updated liet of the names~ addr~a~e•, and agea of 
~v~ry child working in ~hat factory. The Su vay Team will ala0 
provide th! l!..sta ct children in r3GMtA m~mc~ factories a1 aoo.n 
as possi~le, bu~ not !ater than July l ~ 1995, to the Boa~d fer 
ch~ purpos~D of set~ing -up the Education Prog am . 

~A~T ~I: IOUCAT%ON PiO~RAK I 

17. From the ti:ne thiS: Agr&amen~ i• signac! lnd. continu!ilq until 
.. 1t1ly 1, l99S ac<:¢rding t :o the sahedule .in Ann

1 x B, Qono Shahajjc 
Sangatha (OSS) and the Underprivilegad Child:r: n 1 e !d~cacion 
Prog',:atnll',e (UCE?) will _ set up schools tor t:.he duea.ti0n of child 
wor~ers id•ntified in the survey ~hA•o unatr art l ~bove, These 
acepa will i~clude, bu; ~ot be limited to, al a procur~ment, 
t~ach•r ide~tification and ~raining, proviaioml of mattri alt, ·and 
deeiifl of eurriculum, De:ails cf !undi.r.g.and _impl~mentation !or 
the &d\lcat~on ;,.rog_:ra.rt art in Annex B. · I 
PAR'? tIX, ECUCATION ro~-: CHlLDP.IN um>&A AGi 1 

18. Every ch!li;i und~r &.ge 12 w:~o ha.I hA&~ i ont.itie:d_ gy th~ 
survey Team will l::>e placed in an educltion p::r: gram of ~wo .,_nd a 
half to three hou~• par ~ay aet ~P under Lhe duc1tion P~ogram 
under Pa.rt II as· soor. AS : ic is availab·le in t~e ar~a where che 

I 

---·---



I 
I 
I 

child 11 vo s , but no

0

t 1 At or • han July l, "il 9 S , Ed;.:oa: ion programs 
for children under i.2 yeare will have fir~c prio~ity. wnen a 
child under ~2 bo9l~s an education prograr, ht or she will ·st~p 
all work ac th! 9arMent faeeoYy. A roa~o,able 4ffort will be 
mad~ by ch~ factory ~¢~cerned :c rep!ace terminat~d ~hild 
worker with a QUa~ified ad'.tlt me?N:!l" of t e child•s fal':\ily, i! 
po•sible. The Board; will :r.~ke reco:;.menda ion~ reg~r~.!.ng what, if 
lr.Y, furth~r provision• for the•• childre •e welfare can be mide; 
UCEP, ass and donors,: to the Eduo.zcict\ PLo ::am will cQntider 
wh~~her and how to implement tr.eae r~comm da~iona, ~hen th~ee 
Qhildren atta!.n ,l-..gai werking age, if :.he choo~e i:o shift from 
~ducation to employment in the garment ind ~try. they will be 
giv~n hi~i"S prefe~ence by their for.::er em loyar, pr~vice~ they 
remained in ihe Sduc~cicn Pro,ra~. 

PUT IVs T!VJ:1'S?TIONAL WOlU{ .. STtm'i P~OG1U.M ¢~ cait,tiRI~ l:l AND 13 
YRARS OP AOEi 

19. Immediatsly aft•r the •ignature of t~i4 Agr•~~ent, the 
BOMIA will ~nanra !':.:~At. ~v~-:y ~h1ld worker ·• ed 1:1 ~n<:l 1.3 will t;o 
reassigned by management o! BGM~ ~a~to~i•s ~o ligh~ work in the 
fao~ory, ~on~i~ten~ w~en the principles of ha IPEC program 
referenced in paragraph 2 &~d g~idcd =Y >.re ¢LO 7 of !LO 
Convention 138, This will alao bt in furthe ance of the · 
app~opriate arcielee of the tJN convention the Rights cf the 
Child <•ee Annex C). 

..·. . . I 
20. EV6ry child aged·. 12 or 1~ whQ ha.a been identified by the 

s~rvey T~am will ce pl-.eed in an edueat~on ~r¢9~~m nf ~wo ~nd a 
half to thre8 hours~~~ d•y set up under th•\ Education Program aa 
soon aa such s. proeJram -~ ia available in th• a\oa wh"re the child 
livoa, ~uc not i•ter t~•n July l, ll9S. 

~1. w~en cl currenely '.employed ohild aged lJ or 13 be~ina an 
edu~aeio~ progr~M, · he 6r ohe shall work no m~re than six hours 
per day doing light work in the factory, Artd\ahall attend the 
E:du~ation P:rog::~m At least two &nd one half iours pe~ day. !ach 
child p&r~icipac1ng in. ~ha work•aeudy ·progra~ will receive hie or 
her tull wages. Onc:e a . child participant in the tra.naieion~l 
work-study prOQram hao r~~oh•d age 14 1 it he Qha hat remainod in 
ch• aducation program, · t.he factory will p"rov & .• the c.:hild With 
full•tima employm=nt, if he/eh• ~o wiahea, 



,-... 

22. lmmedi~tely after the signatur, of ehia sreement, the 
.Soard. o! School-e•.Jai wii.i me•t and idenc:ify a member 
orq3nizacion n~ individu~j tQ a~,v~ as »Actit;lzxecutive 
Direc-..o.r ·' until lppointment. of an Execu:ive ti . ector ol. School-•­
Ja1. O@ci~lon1 ot the !o•rd will be t&ken on. he cas1a of~ 
maj Cl:'i ty vot.e of it.a m&r..be:s, ex~spt for th~ c of 1:t.n 
Exec\ltive 0irector, which ·; will :O~ a unanimous 'A q·~o:rum for 
any 1:loard. m•e~ing will be. ; a majo:ity ot the. io me~era, 

23. The Accicg !xeeutiv~ Direc:or will be res onaible for 
serving as a p~int of C¢r.t,act f~r Che e•t-up o_ S~hool•e-Ja1, and 
applying for reg~straticn _~ c~ School-e•J~i as a ~riva;e 
or;a.~-i'7..:\ti-:-n. Within GO day, of s1gning th4! A . ee:nent, the 
Acting Executive Oirector :sh&ll draft, and ch~ oard ahall 
appr.ove, w1 th any amer.dme:it s it deem• ne:tasary, by• lAWt for 
School-e-J&i 1 s opera;ion• ~ ~het• will includo, 1n addition to 
specific p:-ovision, to implem~nt Che Soa.rd 1s f\l otione under this 
).gr~6~•nt, a oched.ule o! :r.eei;;in;a ot the Soard nd a commitment 
to ~&view th~ progra1~ of ;the ptogram. Within ~o d~ya of 
applying tor regiatration, - the Soard will unanifOutly choose an 
Executive Direetor, who "'i":11 ma.naie .ind irnplemept:. the 
verit:iea~ion aepoete ef this ~reemer.t. The ~.x outive Oire.c:tor 
will aon:rac:t. ..... .1th · 01: ~U.::e:ctl.y hiro suitable pe aonnel to verify 
=omplianca with ~he tertna ~£ thi• Agree~ent in actoriea and 
scho0l1, subjeot to th~ approvai of the Soar~. Personnel u 

carrying 01.lt the vari!.icat.io~ f\.ln0tion1 of S<:ho l•e-Jai are 
hereinafter called i:h• Ver:iftcation Team•. \ 

I 
. I 

_24, The Vtrific~tion Progr~m covtra ch• entirf prosram to~ 
phat~d el1mir.ation of ehil~ la~or from tho san*ad1ah garment 
••~tor under this Aqreeme~. inclvding .eho echo ls set up under 
cha Edueation Program. W~rking ur.der the •upe. iaion of t;hs 
Ex•c\!t.i"lle Oi~ee~0r, t.b~ Verit1ca.:10l"1 Teama 1 priF.r'f me&nl Of 
v&rify1ng compliance ""'ill he 1ite visits _to BOM memb•r · 
taccar1es and to the achoela oparacins under th a Agreement. 
These a.1te visits w~ll k)a barri•d o~t in ¥'~ndomJ unannounced 
o:dar un~no~n to the factories, •choola and oth r interested 
par.tie•, and to the Voriti~aeion Te&ma• mambere tr.em•1lves ~ntil 
the day of the aite visit•~ 

----· 



,, 

"'S V• . ~ . ' T -"- ' ' • h · . d 1·,. · • , , .r.:. • .ication eam r.-,e.,u.ie:-e w:. .... wear p o 0 1 ~nt i; 1.cat.on 
badges, photocopiee of which shall be circula ed to all BGMEA 
me~tr factories and aiL J:'.rh:c:At ion Prog~~rt'I s:c priQl."' to t.he 
first site vi•ie 0y the Yeri!ieatio~ Team mem 

26. The Verificae!cn Ttams w1~l make tYery fforc to avoid 
ditruption to the factories 1 production pro~i a·and work flow, 
and t:o the •c:hc.,olta I ant ivH iea . The SGMiA un 9rt a iuu1 to ~ne\Jre 
that th• fa~tori~s allo~ the Verifioation Tea a unimpeded access 
to tl1• ~a~tories d~ring ~orkir.g houri on an u.announced and not 
previously revealed baa!~. The Veri!icaiion -eam• will try to 
e~sure that ~o underage worke~ is working in GMEA factories 
~~cep~ uM~Ar c~nrl\tiOng ~~~lined in ?art~ Xtl land tV ot thie 
.t.g:ree:T'.er'1t, that ~he BGMEA hae co~.r>~eted the u~dertakinga 
sp1:::c~!1ed .!.r •. parasraph 4':, ~nd ~:;at :he :dGMEA 'a-cto~iee are 
othe-rwise in compliance with the ter~a ot. thi AA~ce:nent, 

27. ~i•~~epan~i•• f~o~ · ~he Ctrmo and •pi~it ot ehi~ ~gree~ent 
found during a1:e vi•ics~ or re!u1al by a fac ory to allow a 
complete a1~e via1t, w!l~ ~• reported to the , ecutive ·01roctor, 
the aoard •nd tha !actory owntr, who will hav~ eeven days t0 
correct ch~ probl~m. Afeer th6 aeve~ d~y•, t~e Verification Team 
will report ee the Executive Di~eeto: and th• IBoard on 
~ompli&nce. If ~ompliance ii not achieved, t e Soard and/or !ts 
meml:ier organ12at1ons may taka any neoastary s epa to a~hieve 
c.ompl1anc:•. 

~a. %n!ormation ,~thcr~d ~Y th$ Verif~eAtio To&m5 will be used 
solely t.o aehiev6 oompllanoe with this Agr~am nt and to further 
th• incernaticnal ~&rketing intere1ts of the angladesh garment 
industry, and w~ll not be uaed for any other 

2~. If i0MZA and ito m~~~or1 ndhert to the 
parag~aph 4, and otherwise cocperat~ and ~omp 
chis Agreement, including taKing app~opriate 
viol&t!.ons, then the So&.td me.rl:)e:s will issue 
t0 b• distributed to conc~rned group• inoludi 
t.e, eOnl\Unt1r o~_gani2ationa, iArr.'l(lnt ~\rl~ors, a 

major expoxc markets. Th~ 1ta~emer.c will exp 
program, tmph&eizing that IOMEA me~•r factor 
with a comprehensive plan fer a phaa~d elimin 
in two yeare from the data the education prog 

nd6r4t.ar.dini in 
y wich the terms of 
teps to co.:-reet 
• publi~ statemenc 
g, but r.ot lim1ted 
d Ji'et.ailers in 
&in and ~ndoree the 
ea are complying 
tion of child labor 
ams a~e fully 



irnpleme:, c ed., The Soard 1 s ::nember organi iat ior.a1· i' :. l: al so ~ai-:e 
themselves ava!labl~ to r~s~ond to questions fr m garment buyer~, 
the ~adia, or any concern~d ouchoritie• to p~c de in,ormation 
regardi~g the SGMEA ' s co~pli&nce with tte ~tog. min ord~r co 
achieve positive publicic~ !or the sehcol-e•Jti Prog~lm, 

30, This Ag::e~ment thall: take e!!ect immediac 
additional provieions r.ec~ssary to QOmplete thi 
incl'.lding finaneia: detaiht, or cha~gt1 t0 the 
necessary for its implemen·tat..ion, muooe be ~ppro 
described in par«graphs 7 through 9. 

l"y, AAy 
Agreement, 

greem~nt 
ed by the So.a.rd 

Signed i~ Dhaka thie --th day o! -----~' 199S: 

The u'!"'.det•signed aa~EA :represer.:.s that a: 4n x;.raordir.a~y 
a"r.e~al :-neeting he:.d en Apiil l, 1~g5, iCs Gene al Mem.bu·e 
approved BGMEA's participat:.ion ir. ~he school-e- ai Progr&rr. 
d!scribed in the above Agr:eemene. SGMEA a.grees t:o s~rva on :he 
Aoard nf q~hool~e-Jai •nd ~c o~~ply with ehe te ~o of thia 
Agreement, 



'. I 
Tha undersi;~ed parc1e:s -welcome BGMEA ' 3 Agrmtnent to tsa.abli&h 

the School·e<"Ai prciram, ·an~ agree to serv! on1 c.h! Board of 
School-e-Jai. 

------------------
7 

Fo::- trNICEF 

... --- ·· ·-··----------------- •· 

' ._ .... , __ .;._ -... · · . .. _._,._ 
·, ·._ .::; .-· ... -~,;, .-.-·_:_-.·, .--. . :. --~ ';_:•_,\ :~. ;; · ·/:·:. ,; :,",.':--.. ,_-:\;" ::.'.·-: :):,:·'='~<c':;'~};'.'.'~'·~-,:''"':.~;·y.7,,·,;: 



~"'ne~j! :';:-xi: c! Br.M~A ext.:-;•oi·c.~na::.·y reso:.ut. on cf Ju:y 23, 

1994, BGMEA to p~ovi~e. 

An~t,t B: Plan for the provision cf p~imary 
di~pla~•d ur.d•r~aga ~¢rker~. and ~~rtlc i pan~s i 
work•ttudy programs . UNl~t~, GSS and CCi? are 

CA~ion for 
the tran1itional. 

taft!.ng th!s. 

·----------,----+---------------

.. ;.,:·· 

:~·-__ _. :-~<-~:- ~(-:•-~-~~_ ... : :·· .. . .-~ (" ~ 



Text ot r~l•v-nt artiel~a ot th• · t'N Conventi non th• lighta 0f 
the Child: 

Article): 

1. Jn ~ll ae:iona c~nsern~tig children, wh~~hir und~rtaken by 
puhHe o?' pr-ivat:e PIOC:!Al wAlf';.ire inst:ic-.::-. ion , colt!"tl3 r.if la.w, 
administrat~Vt authorit~es or lagislative bo ies, the best 
:nceresce o! the child shall be a primary co sideration. 

2. Scates Partie~ un~~~take to ensure the ~hild s~ch protection 
and care aa i; ·nece~-a~i for his or he~ well being, caking into 
accou~c ~he ri~hts an1 4uties 0f his or ~er &rents, legal 
g~a.dia~s, er oc~e: !~oividuals legally resp r.5ib~e to~ him or 
her, and, to chis end, ihall ~ake all approp iate legislative and 
ad~in11tr~tive m~asures: 

3, sta~es Partiea sha;: ens~re that the in titutiona, aarvica• 
and fac1l1:iea responsible for the o~re or p oteccion of ohildren 
shall conform with the standard! establiahed/by competont 
a~choritiea, particularly in the areas cf sa~ety 1 health, in the 
n~~•r &nd suitability ¢f eh•i~ ,eaff, ag we 1 At comp•tene 
aup•rviaion. 

l. Statea Pkrt.ies r~c~gniie the right oft 
education, and wich. a v~ew to ach1ev1ng th1s 
and ¢n the baaia of equ~l oppor:~n!ty, th~y 

&) Make p~imary edu~ation oompulsory and 
all1 

b} Znco~rage the development of differen 
education, in~lu~ing ge~e~al and vocacicnal 
availabl4 ~nd aeceeeible to every child, and 
measures s~~h as the in~roduction ot tree ed 
fin~ncial aaaistanee ii case o! nead; 

e child to 
right pr0ireaa1vely 
hall, in partioular: 
availabl• !ree to 

form• of aecond~.ry 
dueaeicr., make them 
take appropriate 
cation and ottering 

c} Mak~ higher ed~~~tion accessible to al on the ~atia of 
capacicy by eve~·app~opri&te moans; 

! 

. -- --------------'-------------+------- ----



1. of ~he prese::: a:-ticle and to the req-...iitemen:s that t. r.e 
td~cation givec in such initic~~ion~ ~h~l: confb ~ to Q~ch 
mihimum atandards as may be laid down by the Sta~e. 

ArtiCl6 321 

1. Stac.ea Parties reccgnize che- right· of tha -hild to be 
protected !rom econordc exploi~ati¢n and from rf r!ortning any work 
ct.at itt . lil<-ely tQ be h~2.\.t".001J~ or to inte~fe.re ith the child 1 s 
education, er to be harmfu). ~o the child's heal h or physical, 
mental, spiritual, morAl or JOC1Al .9evelopro~~~. 

2, States Parti&i •hall take legielat~vt, 3dm nist~ative, 
social and educ::at i. o:.!Sl ~-~~~ur,u to ene,,r~ the i pleme.r::a.tion of 
the presen: artie:e . To this end, a~d having r gard t ~he 
releva:1t. p:::-ovisions of ot~e::- ir.un:na:.ional i:-.sc •·.:me~te, Stat•• 
P~rtiea ~hall i~ particular: I 

a) Prov1.d.e for a mini!"num age or minimum ag4!~ !or admiasior: to 
&mpl0y.nent; 

Q) Prov~de for appropri&~e ~egulation of th hours and 
eondi tion1 of empl<.:>yment; · 

o) ~revide fo~ a~p~opriate penaltiet or o~h r aanctiona to 
eneu~~ the ef f e.cti ve entorcemen: of t:he present: article . 

. ' 



Note: 

!t is boped by the partiet 
Aigning cerern0ny there c::oul 
sta:em~nt of ~upporc t0r t 
~ep~eecntaciv,1 ot,ILO, ehe 

local ngoa implemont1n9 the s 

hat. at th• 
alao be a aeparate 
agreem•n= ):)y 

U.S.G., and the two 
hools . 



SA..~Gr.A;J£9H: S!GNING CEREMONY FCR AN A!nI • CHI .:) LA.SOR ?ROGRAM 

CONT~XT CF MEETING 

Yo~ w~ll wi~nese ~he :aign~~~re of ~n agr&o ent e~ttlng up A 
~4v~ ~ &m !~~ the ~hAecd (o~e~ a ~-year p~~L~d} c imL~~~ion oi 
c:hild lo.~or in Sangladoah i, s gtlrmer.t. induflt:t:y. O\.lr v1ai: ha• 
been a grea~ i~centive for the 9arrnen~ induat~ ~o conclude thia 
agl!flat'\\er.t, wn1cn naF.i nel!-n ' 11noei:- naijUt.J.dL..1.u11 .cuL t:11::!V~-'o,.l. 1111.1u1.1, •• 

Participants in the program ara the Bangladesh ament 
Manufae:urars and exp¢rt~r~ ~A~n~tation (BGMEA,), _the Asian• 
"'""_...,..,,.,., .. t'¥•o 'T , • ......._.,. T ... ar,,.;,..-a (bta.'l:.'ITT' tTMTf''li'!lc' nrl ~n,-;111 
education NGOa . The U.S. :Embassy has . also beer heavily involved 
ae a facilita,or of ehe ·negotia~ions. Funding for the program 
w◄ 11 h~ ~~~v~~~rl by QO~A , UNICJF, AAi'~I. the n~e~r.ational LAbor 
CM-~t.rd.ma1:ion and, ·. :~r,:-u~l-\ ·. ILC, ~h• n.~ · nr,via-nimA 1". 

Th• p~og,r~m W~~i ~e r~n by • .new or~nni~ac i nn, A~hnnl~A-Jai 
(h: 00 To School n ~~ - the &in;la langua~e). Fi a;, School-e-Jai 
Will a~~vey the faeco~1•• ; to Qete~m~ne che nu~ e~ of child 
wor:.Ce:r1 ir. ;he seee.or , to .· ens'.lre that no · new c. ildren are 
reo~~itec, and that che program ~s wcrki~g as School-e~ 
~ai will also supervise s¢hoola :0 ~e ae: ~p b leeal NGOs !or 
che children's education . .. lf a ebil.C,. wor:-Car i ;,i~d~r i,, he c.u: 
ahe wi ll oo to school b l1t ' 7nA~ hla/h~~ job, ~n sen00~-o-~a1 will 
1:¥"¥ o:.o pia<:• ... :family tr,,;i,mt,-,,n:· {" rh• l"lh i 1 r\ 1 • jn ~-n ,r:,111 ~.nh~in the 
farn1lY'& ir,.(:ome. Childre~ 12 and ll year.-s old will go to school 
part•time &nd do liih~ wo~k p&rt-time (C hour~ d~y); eu~h work­
atudy ~~~~,amM for 12-iJ ~e~~o old in devel0pi g countriea ~re 
permi~tcd ~nae~ :~o conv•nti0n1. 

The U~ited seaeeo is · !•nilad~oh'o oiggaat m~:k~t for 
garment.a (nea;-3.y l.-l: v, ),1J."'->duct:ion> , and ~GM ' e motive for 
~oncJ.Ud1ni thi.11 •g~e~m~.u~· J.w L.u ~.Avl.w...,I.. .l,1,,.111, 111• '"-et.a f,: ,:;m OC•li.•ume ,.· 
boycotts and anti-child labor law1 au~h al ~h• propoaed Harkin · 
S1ll. The SGM.El\'D ori9i~al plan w~• •~mply to t•r~i~&~e all 
children from employm*nt :abruptly and lee thom fend for . . 
t.hflm1H1lva ■, cue du.e t:.0 eh.• 1ntu;·ven:icma ol m y ehild welfart11 
advocates , chis progra.m· ~as detigned with itd duea.tion and work• 
study ~~mpQnento, w~ ho~~ ~hose gomponent~ wi l mitigat• or 
prevent tht AdVe::-se et!ects on ~n• ~hil.d.ran' ■ &mil.J.1#~ c;,,! 
•1-1,i:ld$nly loair.i.r t.hoil;' j ooa, a.e the s~m• titt\a 1. ii! Move• 
'J.ndtr•ged wori(e~, out of :employment and into s ho0l, 

"iOtm 09JECTIVZI 

0 Show our ~uppo=t for a uni(ll.l.e program to 
labo~ in Bo.ngl~deah ~· s ga.n\•nt ind~~t1-y. 
provide ed~cation a~d wo~~-•t~dy oppo~tu 
"r,.-ir.P.Ad (:hi ldren. and moni-:e>~ ;h• f a.ct:o 
chay re?_ttain £re~ <;,t ·~- child labor. · 

•radicate ohild 
.he prosr•m ~ill 
itiOI to the i•• eo enaura that 



TA1.1'INO POINTS 

~ ·.·nanK you :or l.nVl.t 1nc me nere :.oaav c.c w.L UWf:lt, 1,.lu, 1:d.t..iu.rn,1 
of a remarkable agreement inten~ed to elim ◄ r.ate child · la~or 
in Banglad••h's gar~ent faeto:riet over a c• o-year period and 
i,,..• ••~••-•· •ki.l...1,...-.-~ ;_ 4"" ..,,.,\.i,._,., ••• .,lo.a A~ A,'11" i,-.• ~ • '"'""' 

0 

0 

t-h• ~Ht't, ng rn(")m f"_n t:he claasroom. 

I c0ngratulate ~he BGM!~, UNICEF, AAFLI, A 
organ!2acion$ involved in d•a1gn1ng ~hla p 
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B ANGLADESH -t ~ == USAID Urban Immunization Program 

A t the end of 1990, some 70% of one-year olds 
worldwide were immunized against measles , tetanus, 
polio, pertussis , diphtheria , and tuberculosis. 

Although an estimated 1.7 million children still die of 
these diseases , childhood immunization saves some 3.2 
million lives each year. Still , much remains to be done . 

The Importance of Special Urban Immunization 
Strategies 
• Urban children in many countries have less protection 

than other children against immunizable diseases . 
Immunization coverage rates are particularly low in 
the slums of larger cities. 

• Some immunizable diseases strike urban children m 
larger numbers , at younger ages , and more seriously 
because of the high population density. 

• Measles, often endemic in cities, spreads from urban 
to rural areas. 

• Urban populations, already large, are growing much 
more rapidly than rural populations. 

• Urban populations are extremely diverse. Many urban 
poor live in slums where sanitation facilities are almost 
non-existent. They migrate frequently both within cities 
and out to rural areas, and they lack social cohesion. 

• Although overall responsibility for urban health care 
falls to national health services, in many countries 
municipal governments with limited resources have 
prime responsibility for service delivery. 

• Health officials are unaware of special urban 
immunization needs. 

Urban Immunization in Bangladesh 

Approximately 17 percent of Bangladeshis live in urban 
areas. Recent studies estimate that about one third of 
urban residents live in slums characterized by rampant 
malnutrition and a lack of basic services, with an infant 
mortality rate estimated at more than 200 per 1000 live 
births. 

Municipal authorities find it very difficult to meet the 
rapidly increasing demands for shelter, clean water, 
sanitation, jobs, primary education, and primary health 
care, including immunization in the entire country. 
Beginning in the mid-1980s, EPI achieved a rapid increase 
in immunization coverage in rural areas through major 
efforts in training, service organization, and social 
mobilization. Urban areas lagged behind, however, for 
many of the reasons mentioned above. Municipal health 
authorities had little interest in immunization services and 
allocated almost no funding for service delivery . 



Special Urban Focus 
In 1988, the U. S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) initiated a five-year bilateral project to work 
with EPI to strengthen and institutionalize immunization 
services in urban areas of Bangladesh. USAID funds 
support technical assistance, operations research, training, 
purchase of supplies and equipment, and partial funding 
of operational expenses required for service delivery and 
social mobilization. 

Initially, John Snow Inc. 's Resources for Child Health 
(REACH) Project managed USAID support. Since July 
1990, the project has been operated by Cambridge 
Consulting Corporation (CCC), with John Snow Inc. as 
the technical subcontractor. 

In October 1988 two expatriate advisors were hired to 
direct the project : an Urban EPI Advisor (Chief of Party) 
and a Communications Advisor. They have worked closely 
with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW) 
and municipal governments. In addition, the project 
recruited seven Bangladeshi professionals who serve as 
Urban Operations Officers (UOOs) and one Urban 
Communications Officer (UCO) to assist in planning a_nd 
monitoring immunization activities in the 88 municipalities, 
including Dhaka and three other large metropolitan areas. 

Achievements 

Under the direction of the national EPI, and with support 
from USAID, UNICEF, WHO, other international donors , 
and the collaboration of non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), immunization coverage in municipal areas now 
surpasses that in rural areas. A recent internationally · 
supervised coverage survey recorded that an impressive 
79% of one year olds in urban areas have received all of 
their childhood immunizations, and 83% of mothers have 
had at least two doses of tetanus toxoid (TT) . 

URBAN AND NATIONAL 
IMMUNIZATION COVERAGE, 1992 

- Urban ~ National 
Peroent• 

BCG DPT3 Measles All Doses TT2 

.Percent Immunized la baaed on 4 dlvlalonal & 1 urban survey 
of children 12-23 months old and mot~era of 0-11 month olds 
(card • history. The national rates, which Include results 
from some urban clusters, would be slightly lower ff they 
reflected non-urban areas only. 

Urban Immunization Highlights 

Political commitment and collaboration. An important first 
step was a baseline assessment of the status of health 
services in each of the 88 municipalities. This was followed 
by intensive advocacy to draw attention and elicit expanded 
support from municipal authorities and health 
administrators. Municipal administrators and Mayors 
attended EPI meetings, they created Zone Offices, in city 
corporations to improve EPI logistics and supervision. 

One of the keys to success was clearly the fine collaboration 
between the national EPI and the USAID-supported project, 
the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development 
(LGRD), municipal governments, UNICEF, and various 
NGOs. The MOHFW's EPI designated a medical officer 
for urban EPI as a counterpart to the project's two national 
advisors and seven UOOs. 

Working with the civil surgeons and municipal officials, 
the UOOs coordinate monthly review meetings in district 
and subdistrict-level municipalities, especially in poorly 
performing ones. The UOOs also organize public recognition 
of NGOs and health workers in the best-performing 
municipalities. A quarterly Urban EPI News Bulletin, 
published jointly by the EPI and LGRD, graphically 
illustrates comparative immunization status among the 
municipalities in order to stimulate improved performance. 

Improving service delivery. In the early 1980s, immunization 
in urban areas was available only from private physicians 
or from a small number of government or NGO facilities. 
As part of national EPI intensification, urban jurisdictions 
opened more immunization sites. With support from the 
USAID project for renovation, equipment, and some 
salaries, the number of fixed centers operating five days 
a week was further increased, and new immunization 
outreach sites were established in slums. Today, the UOOs 

-are assessing the performance of individual service delivery 
sites to help municipalities reduce the number of outreach 
sites while establishing the additional fixed sites that urban 
families prefer. 



The project has helped to organize two innovative modes 
of TI immunization : 

• Working with the major employer of urban women, 
the project has organized government and NGO teams 
to administer TI to young female workers in garment 
factories (32,692 doses in 113 factories in 1991). 

• A team gives TI to girls in high schools and colleges 
(6,948 doses in 37 schools and colleges in 1991). 

Awareness-raising. During its first three years, the project 
worked with EPI and UNICEF to orchestrate numerous 
awareness-raising activities, including development and use 
of the "moni" logo; signs, paintings, placards, radio and 
television programs; wide press coverage; major special 
events such as the visit of international cricket star Kapil 
Dev and the Maa-0-Moni soccer tournament. 

With the Johns Hopkins Population Communication 
Services, the project helped EPI produce the entertaining 
film Swapn_er Shuru, which contains messages on 
immunization, family planning, female education, and the 
evils of dowry. Showings of the film in slum areas have 
a positive effect on the number of immunizations given 
in nearby sites. 



Interpersonal commnication. The project's 1989 study on 
"Effects of Communication Interventions in Urban Slums" 
has been instrumental in reorienting the communications 
strategy beyond mass media. The study indicated that the 
most important sources of information on immunization 
and health were health workers and neighbors . 

A 1991 study underscored the urgent need to train health 
workers in communication skills. The project's 
Communications Advisor is working with EPI, UNICEF, 
and others to finalize a module for training district-level 
trainers who will teach health workers how to communicate 
key messages about immunization and other health topics 
to mothers. Over the next few years, 45 ,000 local health 
workers throughout Bangladesh are expected to receive 
this training. 

School program. School lesson plans for sixth , seventh , 
and eighth grades, prepared and pilot tested by EPI , 
CARE, and the municipal EPI project, are being introduced 
in urban areas of Khulna Division. As part of their 
homework , the pupils tell their parents about the importance 
of immunization , identify infants in their neighborhoods, 
and urge the mothers to have them completely immunized. 
It is hoped that this strategy will be expanded nationwide. 
In addition the project has succeeded in introducing 
messages on EPI in textbooks and examination questions 
of grades five, six, seven and eight. 

Planning and sustainability. The UCO and the seven UOOs, 
based in all four divisions , greatly extend the Government's 
capacity to plan and implement urban immunization 
activities. They will play a growing role in the transfer of 
necessary program management skills to facilitate the 
assumption of full responsibility by municipal health 
authorities. 

Most of the costs for immunization in urban areas are 
borne by the municipalities and the national EPI. USAID 
funds are utilized to supplement operating costs of the 
four city corporations (Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi and 
Khulna), along with 21 smaller municipalities . Plans are 
being developed to help each municipality to gradually 
assume total costs . Attempts are also underway to increase 
the responsibility and involvement of the Ministry of LGRD. 

Future Plans 

USAID recently extended its funding of the municipal EPI 
project through 1997. Key areas of emphasis will be to : 

• advocate that the LGRD extend adequate financial 
support in order that all the municipalities can undertake 
full managerial responsibility for urban immunization 
activities; 

• institutionalize the various systems that are being 
created to improve the financial and management 
capacity of the EPI to plan, implement , and monitor 
immunization efforts in urban areas; 

• apply the results of studies accomplished in the first 
five years of the program which demonstrate the need 
for . extensive refresher training on interpersonal 

· communication skills by health workers; ,,· 
• develop and test . tools for disease surveillance that . 

will document the impact of urban immunization efforts 
on the health and survival of children in the__urban areas ; 

• emphasize the integration of other primarj health care 
with the existing EPI service delivery system; services , 
including family planning and MCH; 

• strengthen the important links between the national 
EPI , other government offices , NGOs , UNICEF and 
other donors and service clubs, the private sector and 
other USAID-supported reseach and service delivery 
projects; 

• involve private physicians and clinics in immunization 
and surveillance; and 

• expand immunization efforts that have begun in the 
garment industry and schools and institutionalize these 
activities . 

The project looks forward to working with the Government 
of Bangladesh and other partners in implementing this 
exciting agenda to extend the outstanding progress already 
achieved in improving the health of children in Bangladesh. 

For further information contact : 

Dr. A. K. M. Lutfar Rahman Talukder 
Director, EPI 
EPI Bhaban 
Directorate General of Health Services 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
Mohakhali , Dhaka 
Tel : 881-910 

or 

Dr. Mary Carnell 
Chief of Party 
Urban EPI Project 
CCC/JSI 
House 15 , Road 103 
Gulshan , Dhaka 
Tel : 602714 Fax : 883-391 

August 1992 

Photo credits: Photographs of first & second pages - UNICEF, pages 3 & 4 of UNICEF, Urban Volunteer Program, ICDDR,B , VHSS & CCC 
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Date: 03/12/95 Time: 04:34 

BANGLADESHI GARMENT MAKERS TO ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR 

DHAKA (MARCH 12) XINHUA - BANGLADESHI GARMENT MANUFACTURERS HAVE AGREED IN 
PRINCIPLE TO SIGN THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR REMOVING CHILO LABOR 
FROM THE SECTOR. 

THE DECISION WAS MADE ON SATURDAY BY THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
BANGLADESH GARMENT MANUFACTURERS ANO EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION AFTER WIDE RANGING 
DISCUSSIONS. 

ACCORDING TO LOCAL NEWSPAPER "THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS" HERE TODAY, THE SIGNING 
MAY TAKE PLACE DURING THE VISIT OF THE FIRST LADY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HILLARY CLINTON, TO BANGLADESH NEXT MONTH. 

, 
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DATE; 

ATrENTION: 

Name 

Addreau 

Phone: 

FAX#s 

Arka1Qa1 
Rn1erpriae 
Group 
60S Main Streei, Suite 203 
Arkadelphia, AR '71923 

FAX COVER SHEET 

3/21/95 

iidy s 
JanPi~y 

WorfdBank 

202-458-0110 

'lm-477-2967 

Comments: Ian, 

FROM: 

Phone1 
FAX# 

Here !5 a memo from Ron G. Please call if you have 
questions. 

Thi11 1.a 1 or _2_ P•a••· 

Juli• <nrem 
Arkansu Enterprbe Group 
605 Main Street, Suitt 203 
Arkadelphia, AR 71923 

(501) 246-9739 
(501) 246-2182 

A'ITENTION FAX OPERATOR: 

Please deliver to the person indioated as soon as possible. 
can ,ol/246-9739 Ir any part of this docummt is 
unreadable. 

Thank you for your aaaistanoe in this maum. 

P. 1 
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TO: Jan Piercy 

FROM: Ron Grzywinski 

Pakistan/Bangladesh Trip RE: 

Two issues that you might like to consider and perhaps discuss with Hillary: 

1. In Pakistan we have been doing very serious work with the Aga Kahn Foundation to 
create in the Nonhem Areas (occupied by Pakistan) a self-sustaining regional 
development bank that looks remarkably like Southem Development Bancorporation. 
Last November, while in Pakistan and with the prime minister, His ffighness the Aga 
Kahn, supported the creation of this comprehensive development bank to build upon the 
well-regarded NGO that they have operated out of Oilgit for over a decade. The prime 
minister agreed to support the changes/waivers in hanking law that will be needed to 
create the bank. Hillary needs to understand that this institution is more than 
microenterprise (although micro credit is included.) Like Southern it is an attempt to _ 
affect i 's om through use of a commercial bank and innovative financial 
and technical assistance to firms export outside of the region. f biliary could say a 
word to the prrme mnuster a o er oar ro e a , an e sidenf s 
s nsorship of federal le 'slation to expand the applicability of ·vate development 
b m e .. , it could help to galvaruze supp stan. 

2. 'If at all possible. please try to see Abed at BRAC and, if possible\ Faruque at Pro~bj)m --tz ~ 
Both are really superior programs to drameen in a variety of ways; Grameen is bigger rfe rr 
and Yunus promotes himself better. BRAC and Proshika have found better ways to ~ AftC-
deliver supplies, markets, and technology to their members . .lt would help enormously r-o-J' 
if Hill · uire with the rime minister about the like!· d of BRAC receivin 
the bank charter which ut certain s teen months a o but which now * ars to be s oned indefinitely as a so to the fundamentalists which have 
vigorous y opposed all of the wor t as clone with women. (I have heard 
that BRAC schools have been burned and that homes bought by women with financing 
from Gtameen and BRAC have also been torched.) Also, Mary and I responded 
positively to Abed's request that Shorebank would be willing to have a seat on his bank 
board; the Ford Foundation has appropriated some grant funding for the purpose of a 
small equity investment by TNI in BRAC Bank. 

Finally, I can not urge strongly enough that you and Hillary express a deep and perso~ 
interest in the work of these three organizations in Bangladesh. They are remarkable m 

5012462182 03-21-95 12:30PM P002 #34 
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the world as examples of very large scale local empowerment of women. Because of that 
they are under severe pressure from the fundamentalists and do not receive the support 
they should from a government that is too weak and appears indifferent at best. You have 
a real oppommity here to make a difference. 

5012462182 03-21-95 12:30PM P003 #34 



To: Office of the First Lady 
Fr: Office of Senator Tom Harkin 
Re: First Lady's Trip to India and Child Labor 
Da: March 23, 1995 

Attached find information relating to the problem of child labor in India. As 
you may know, Senator Harkin has been a leader in the efforts to abolish child 
labor in the world today. To this end, last session he introduced the Child 
Labor Deterrence Act which would prohibit the importation of products in 
manufacturing and mining produced by child labor. The bill was sent to 
Finance Committee where it died last session. Senator Harkin plans to 
reintroduce the bill this session. 

The problem of child labor in India is a tremendous (and sensitive) one. 
According to last year's watershed Department of Labor Study on the use of 
child labor (attached) India has the largest number of urban and rural child 
workers in the world. The Government of India acknowledges at least 17 .5 
million working children. Estimates by other various other organizations 
range from between 44 million to over 100 million child workers. Key 
industries where child labor is particularly prevalent is in India's hand-knotted 
carpet, gemstone polishing, brass and base metal articles , footwear, textiles 
and glasswear, among others. Children are also exploited as bonded laborers, 
particularly in the carpet industry. As you may know a child is bonded to his 
employer when he or she is sold outright for a fixed sum or when his or her 
parents are enticed into "loaning" the child out in exchange for money used to 
purchase livestock, pay for a marriage and other expenses that are otherwise 
cost prohibitive. 

As noted, the Harkin Bill created quite a stir in India (as well as Bangladesh 
and Nepal), particularly in the carpet industry. Although carpets rank a 
distant third among Indian exports to the U.S. , the incidence of child labor in 
carpet exports has been the most researched and documented. Our office has 
always maintained good relations with the Indian Embassy here and while the 
GOI supports the Harkin Bill's aims, it does not likely want to see it pass. In 
India is one of Commerce's and USTR's "big emerging markets" (BEM's) and 
the linkage of human rights conditions has been resisted, as you know, by 
those departments. In this context child labor in India is a politically 
sensitive issue. 



The mere introduction of the Harkin Bill has produced action in India and 
elsewhere, however. It is here where the First lady might advance the cause of 
the fight against child labor. One such initiative in India is the Rugmark 
Initiative. Under this initiative a Rugmark Foundation created and was 
formally registered in India last August. The Foundation is a consortium of 
the lndo-German Export Promotion Council , the South Asian Coalition on 
Children in Servitude (SAACS), UNICEF India and the Carpet Manufacturer's 
Association without Child Labor (CMACL). The Foundation offers 
manufacturers the chance to use the Rugmark logo in return for a fee and an 
agreement to adhere to a number of conditions, including not using child 
labor. 

More than 100 manufacturers and a few Nepalese suppliers have already 
applied for registration. (It is my understanding that a similar foundation is 
about to be set up in Nepal to cover Nepalese suppliers). Although many 
Indian manufacturers will use the Rugmark , some of the largest exporters are 
still uncommitted. They are likely waiting to see how the enforcement 
mechanism works and the level of consumer demand. It is here where we 
think the First Lady can advance the issue by supporting the Rugmark 
initiative . 

The Child Labor Coalition (CLC) in the United States has initiated a 
Rugmark Consumer Campaign here in the United States to raise consumer 
awareness of the Rugmark and pressure retailers to carry carpets with the 
Rugmark label. Attached are materials on the Rugmark Foundation and 
Campaign as well as membership list of the CLC. Already, retailers such as 
IKEA have indicated a willingness to give priority to carpets with the Rugmark 
label. Members of the CLC, particularly through the International Labor 
Rights and Education Fund have submitted to the First Lady detailed 
information on both the issue of child labor and the Rugmark Campaign. 

Finally, the Senator would like to meet with the First lady at a mutually 
convenient time in the near future to discuss the issue of child labor. 
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CLC Launches RUGMARK Consumer Campaign 
This fall, manufacturers will be challenged and 

consumers will apply pressure to stop the exploitation of 
children in the production of hand-knotted carpets. On 
September 18, International Children in Servitude Day, 
the Child Labor Coalition (CLC) will launch the U.S. 
Consumer Education Campaign for the "RUGMARK.." 
The RUGMARKis a label affixed to carpets from India, 
Pakistan, and Nepal assuring consumers the product is 
made free of child labor. 

Consumers are further asked to delay their 
purchase of hand-knotted carpets until carpets 

with the official "RUGMARK" label are 
available in U.S. stores. 

Central to the campaign is raising consumer awareness 
of the over one million South Asian children who are 
working in the carpet industry. Extreme abuses have 
been documented: malnourishment, illnesses, beatings, 
separation from families, inadequate or no pay, and 
abysmal living and working conditions . This industry, 
one among many that exploit children, is targeted because 
ofits reliance on one of the most insidious forms of child 
labor-- bonded labor. Children work in virtual slavery. 

What's New? What's Original? 

It's no secret that there are certain countries and 
industries which turn a blind eye to child labor abuses in 
the production of goods for both domestic consumption 
and export. As a major consumer of the world's goods, 
the U.S. often is the destination for products made by 
exploited children. 

In fact, U.S. consumers find it difficult, if not 
impossible, to avoid buying these products. Until now, 
that is. For the first time ever, consumers are provided 
with a choice. An imported item -- in this case, a hand­
knotted carpet from South Asia--will be labeled ifit was 

produced free of 
child labor. No 
other such label 
and monitoring 
system exists 
for any other 
product. 

Consumers 
who do not 
want to 
contribute to 
the exploi­
tation of children need not 
boycott carpets, but instead choose ahand-
knotted carpet with the RUGMARK label. Linda 
Golodner, co-chair of the Child Labor Coalition and 
president of the National Consumers League, explains, 
"The RUG MARK campaign is about providing options. 
The label gives consumers confidence when they buy a 
carpet that it was made free of child labor." 

The first carpets with the label will be available by 
the end of the year. The campaign encourages consumers 
toasklocalretailerstocarrycarpetswiththeRUGMARK. 
label. Some retailers are already responding to media 
reports on child labor exploitation in the carpet industry. 
The Swedish retailer, IKEA, recently decided to not carry 
carpets, unless they can be certified as made free of child 
aboL(see box on page 2) . 

Consumers are further asked to delay their purchase 
of hand-knotted carpets until carpets with the official 
"RUGMARK" label are available in U.S. stores . 

The Rugmark Foundation 

The RUGMARK label evolved out of a working 
group, comprised oflndian carpet industry representatives, 

Continued on page 2 .... 



continued from page 1 ... 

the South Asian Coalition on Child 
Servitude (SACCS), and the Indo­
German Promotion Council. The 
initiative was formalized in the 
RUGMARK Foundation, which has 
released the official, internationally­
recognized label. 

Carpet manufacturers in South 
Asia who wish to participate and use 
the label must agree to produce carpets 
without any child labor involved; pay 
at least the minimum wages fixed by 
the government to their employees; 
and agree to allow access for 
unannounced inspections of their 

IKEA SAYS "NO" TO CARPETS MADE BY CHILDREN 

The Swedish retailer IKEA, with stores in 18 countries including 
the U.S., announced they will only sell handmade carpets that are 
produced without the use of child labor. They will hire an 
independent Swiss firm to monitor IKEA contracts with carpet 
manufacturers to ensure they use only adult workers. · 

IKEA retail outlets in the U.S. are in Los Angeles, CA; Baltimore, 
MD; Elizabeth, NJ; Long Island, NY; Philadelphia, PA; Pittsburgh, 
PA; Houston, TX; and Woodbridge, VA. 

the introduction of the RUGMARK. consumers and merchants in their 
We 're confident that when consumers 
have a choice, they will not buy 
products made with child labor. 
Consumers that do not buy these 

communities in every state and around 
the world. This is a most important 
step in curbing child labor abuses 
which will lead to even broader efforts." 

"We're confident that when consumers have a choice, they will 
not buy products made with child labor, 11 said Betty Mercer, 

UFCW Women's Network. 

In preparation forthe RUG MARK 
Campaign, the CLC has developed 
both a press packet and an organizer's 
kit. The latter contains background 
information on child labor and the 
campaign, as well as ideas for local 
initiatives to include sample flyers, 
letters, and petitions . The organizer's 
kit is available to groups who are 
interested in participating in the 
campaign (see page 8) . 

looms. Inspectors will be employed by 
the RUGMARK Foundation and will 
be trained and supervised by them to 
ensure manufacturers comply with 
label standards . SACCS, a leader in 
this effort, has appealed to European 
and North American consumers to 
support the RUGMARK through their 
purchasing power, thus encouraging 
more manufacturers to stop using child 
labor. 

Campaign Shakers And Movers 

The crux of the campaign is 
grassroots effort -- outreach to local 
consumers, retailers, and media. The 
CLC is appealing to religious, women's 
and other groups to participate, 
mobilizing community action 
throughout the country. 

The Women's Network within the 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
International Union (UFCW) is the 
first group to embrace the RUG­
MARK. Reflecting upon their past 
education initiatives in child labor, the 
Women's Network will bring a wealth 
of experience to the campaign. Betty 
Mercer, education chair of the 
Women'sNetwork, said, "Wewelcome 
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products send a strong message to 
retailers, and we are committed to help 
send that message." 

Also pledging their support is the 
General Federation ofW omen's Clubs 
International. Jeannine Faubion, 
GFWC President, says, "Ourmembers 
have anxiously awaited RUGMARK 
Campaign and are poised to educate 

Is the RUGMARK Campaign 
worthwhile? Can consumers impact 

continued on page 4 ... 

ICFTU Announces Campaign 

The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), 
representing 120 million people in 124 countries, in June announced 
it is launching a global campaign to eradicate child labor, including 
a boycott of exports made by exploited, under-age workers. 

Citing long hours, low pay, and appal ling conditions ambng work­
ing children, ICFTU's report, Child Labour: The World's Best Kept 
Secret, identifies abuses in Bangladesh, Brazil, Colombia, India, 
Mexico, Nepal, Peru and the Philippines. 

The campaign will call upon trade unionists worldwide to push for 
national legislation to outlaw the employment of children and ensure 
compulsory primary education. Other campaign actions will include: 
lobbying for the inclusion of a Social Clause within international 
trading agreements; replacing child workers by adult members of the 
same family; and an international boycott of carpets made in Nepal, 
India, and Pakistan (unless it is labeled as not made by children). For 
information on the ICFTU Campaign, contact Bjorne Grimsrud, ICFTU 
campaign organizer, telephone 32-2-2240211; fax 32-2-2188415 or 
write Boulevard Emile Jacqmain 155, B-1210 Brussels, Belgium. 
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□HARKIN-BROWN CHILD LABOR DETER­
RENCE ACT OF 1994 ... Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) 
and Representative George Brown's (D-CA) commitment 
to the bill precipitated a fine-tuning of the language and 
reintroduction in the House (H.R. 4693) with Senate 
reintroduction expected in mid-September. See box this 
page for highlights on the provisions of the revised bill. 

□CHILD LABOR HEARING ... Senator Howard 
Metzenbaum (D-OH) has tentatively scheduled a hearing 
for September 21, at 9:30 a.m. in Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, Room 428. Call the Senate Subcommittee on 
Labor to confirm at (202) 224-5546. 

□ DOL INTERNATIONAL REPORT ... The 
International Labor Affairs Bureau has completed its 
Congressionally-mandated report on industries and host 
countries that use child labor to produce goods for export 
to the U.S. Itis expected that the Secretary of Labor will 
release the report to Congress and the public by mid­
September. The nextissue of the MONITOR will highlight 
the findings from this much-anticipated report. 

□MORE ABOUT PAPERBALERS ... In early 
August, Senator Larry Craig (R-ID) considered 
introducing an amendment to the 1995 Labor, HHS, and 
Education Appropriations Bill, in effect setting a 
moratorium on enforcementofHO 12 (prohibiting minors 
under 18 from operating paperbalers - a machine which 
crushes cardboard boxes). Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA), 
as well as the U.S. Department of Labor, the CLC, and 
member organizations were quick to respond. Senator 
Craig raised his concerns, although deciding not to pursue 
an amendment upon clarification that the Department has 
an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemakingunderwayon 
child labor, which focuses in part on a review and updating 
of the Hazardous Occupation Orders. 

□HARDEE'S FOOD SYSTEMS, INC., agreed to pay 
civil money penalties totalling $87,000 in July for alleged 
child labor violations at various Hardee's restaurants. 
The DOL has alleged violations of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act, Child Labor Regulation 3 (which sets forth time of 
day and hours of work, as well as prohibited occupations 
for minors under the age of 16) and record-keeping 
provisions.□ 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHILD LABOR 
DETERRENCE ACT OF 1994 

• Directs the U.S. Labor Secretary to compile and maintain 
a list of foreign industries and their respective host countries 
that use children under fifteen in the fabrication, assembly, 
processing, or extraction of products for export; 

• Prescribes three tests for determining which foreign 
industry in which foreign country goes on the list--

(a)whetherthey comply with the applicable national 
laws prohibiting child labor in the workplace; 
(b )whether they utilize child labor in the export of 
products; 
( c )whether they have on a continuing basis exported 
products of child labor to the U.S. 

• Prohibits importing into the U.S. (subject to civil and 
criminal penalties) any product made, whole orin part, by 
children under fifteen; 

• Does not apply the import ban if the exporter of the 
article and the importer of the article into the customs ter­
ritory of the U.S., have undertaken reasonable steps to 
ensure, to the extent practicable, that the article is not a 
product of child labor. Reasonable steps include the ex­
porter of an article in a host country having entered into a 
contract with an independent, internationally credible 
organization for the purpose of conducting inspections, 
certifying, and labelling that manufactured articles to be 
exported from that country are not products ofchild labor. 
In the case of the importer of an article into U.S. customs 
territory, having required the certification and label 
described above. 

• Urges the President to seek an international agreement 
with other trading nations to invoke an international ban 
on trade in products made by children under fifteen. 

• Supports through a $10,000,000 appropriation for each 
fiscal year 1994 through 1998 for a U.S. contribution to 
the International Labor Organization for the activities of 
the International Program on the Elimination of Child 
Labor and $100,000 for fiscal year 1995 for a U.S. 
contribution to the U .N. Commission on Human Rights 
for those activities relating to bonded child labor that are 
carried out by the Subcommittee and Working Group on 
Contemporary Forms of Slavery. 

CONTACT: JoeBiegner,OfficeofSen.Harkin 531 Hart 
Senate Office Building., Washington, DC 20510-1502 
(202) 224-3254 or Bfll _G?Old, Office of Rep. Brown'. 
2300 Rayburn Office Building., Washington DC 20515-
0536, (202) 225-6161. ' 
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CLC RESPONDS TO 
DOL'S PROPOSED RU LES 

On July 12, the Child Labor 
Coalition (CLC) submitted comments 
to the U.S. Department of Labor 
(DOL) on their Proposed Rule on 
child labor regulations. The DOL 
intends to revise Child Labor 
Regulation No . 3, providing an 

protect minors from late night and 
excessive working hours. The CLC 
is very concerned about 14- and 15-
year-olds working over 18 hours a 
week and until 11 p.m. or later at 
night, while attempting to maintain 
their academic responsibilities. 

The CLC, along with several 
health groups, opposes blanket 
exceptions allowing WECEP 
participants to engage in select 
prohibited activities . Citing injury 
evidence, the CLC unequivocally 
opposes any variance or exception 
for using deep fryers and grills. 
Comments were also provided on the 

Service Trades Department, AFL­
CIO; NCL, and the National PTA 
also submitted comments. 

CLC PLANS FOR NEXT SET 
OF COMMENTS 

11The proposed sports attendant exception will weaken the 
Fair Labor Standards Act ... causing employers to seek the 

expansion of hours for minors engaged in other occupations." 

The DOL has extended the 
comment period for the Advance 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(ANRPM) from August 11 to 
October 11. This extension was 
granted in part due to requests made 
byCLCmemberorganizations, which 
cited the comprehensive nature of the 
ANPRM and time constraints on 
gathering data from affiliates. 

As reported in the last issue of the 
MONITOR, DOL released the 
ANPRM, seeking public comment 
on possible revisions of the child 
labor regulations. Under review are 
questions on permissible hours/time 
standards and occupational 
limitations for 14- and 15-year-olds 
and hazardous occupations. Formore 
information, contact J. Dean Speer, 
Director, Division of Policy and 
Analysis, DOL Wage and Hour 
Division at (202) 219-8412. □ 

exception from the permissible hours 
and time standards for minors 14 and 
15 years of age when employed as 
professional sports attendants . A 
blanket exception allowing 14- and 
15-year-olds enrolled in Work 
Experience and Career Exploration 
Programs (WECEP) to engage in 
select prohibited activities is also 
proposed. TheDOLintendstodelete 
Child Labor Regulation Number 5, 
(i .e., the procedures for hazardous 
occupation determinations), now 
obsolete under the Administrative 
Procedure Act. 

The CLC objects to the exception 
of bat boys/girls from the hours and 
time standards regulation governing 
employment of minors underthe age 
of 16. Further, the CLC opposes the 
extension of this exception to all 
professional sports attendants. "The 
proposed sports attendant exception 
will weaken the Fair Labor Standards 
Act .. . and will establish a precedent, 
causing employers to seek the 
expansion of hours for minors 
engaged in other occupations ." 
Emphasized was the DOL ' s 
broadening of the exception to the 
point that there are absolutely no 
constraints in the proposed rule to 
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other proposed exceptions: loading 
and unloading goods weighing up to 
30 pounds; retrieving and/or placing 
food in coolers/freezers; operating 
non-commercial dishwashers; and 
operating power-driven mowers, 
weed-eaters, trimmers, and whips 
with nylon strings. 

Child Labor Coalition member 
organizations the Food and Allied 

LET'S KEEP THESE FACTS IN MIND ... 

✓ 670 16- and 17-year-olds died from workplace injuries in the U.S. 
from 1980 to 1989. 

✓ More than 64,000 U.S. teenagers sought treatment in hospital 
emergency rooms for injuries on the job in 1992. 

✓ Rank of th_e U.S. among affluent nations in rate of adolescents killed 
or injured at work: number one. 

RUGMARK continued from page 2 ... 
an industry in a region halfway around the world? Considerthat in 1993, U.S. 
consumers bought $172 million dollars worth of Indian rugs alone . The U.S. 
is the second largest market for such products, trailing only behind Germany. 
Indeed, consumers will play an integral role in how the RUGMARKinitiative 
plays out. 

For more information on the campaign, please contact Darlene Adkins, 
Consumer Education Campaign Coordinator, at the Child Labor Coalition, c/ 
o the National Consumers League: 815 15th Street, NW, Suite 928-N, 
Washington, DC 20005; (202) 639-8140. 
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CHILD LABOR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 

The CLC is a diverse group of 45 organizations which are 
committed to ending child labor exploitation at home and abroad. 
As the only national coalition on this issue, CLC members have 
invested their collective influence and individual strengths to 
ensure the prctection of working youth and to end child labor 
exploitation on a state, federal, and international level. 

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Ethical Union 
American Federation of Teachers 
American Public Health Association 
American Youth Work Center 
Americans for Democratic Action 
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs 
B'nai B'rith Women 
Children's Advocacy Institute 
Children's Defense Fund 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
Consumer Federation of America 
Defense for Children International - USA 
Department of Economic Research, AFL-CIO 
Essential Information 
Food and Allied Service Trades Department, AFL-CIO 
Front lash 
General Federation of Women's Clubs 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
International Labor Rights Education and Research Fund 
International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
Jewish Labor Committee 
Labor Council for Latin American Advancement 
League for Industrial Democracy 
Mt. Sinai School of Medicine 
National Association of Social Workers 
National Child Labor Committee 
National Consumers League 
National Council of Senior Citizens 
National Education Association 
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council 
National Parent-Teacher Association 
National Safe Workplace Institute 
People Against Dangerous Delivery 
Public Employee Department, AFL-CIO 
Religious Committee for Workplace Fairness 
Service Employees International Union 
Social Democrats, USA 
Transportation Communications International Union 
Union Label & Service Trades Dept., AFL-CIO 
United Food and Commercial Workers International Union 
Women's Division, United Methodist Church 
The Women's Research and Education Institute 
Work Experience Coordinating Association 
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Why launch a national consumer campaign? 

The Child Labor Coalition's (CLC) national RUGMARK campaign 
will raise awareness regarding the exploitation of children who are 
working Cotten as bonded laborers) in the production of carpets. 
Its purpose is to mobilize u.s. consumers to support~- using their 
pur~hasing power -- a South Asian campaign to free children trom 
bondage and exploitation in the carpet industry. The cainpaign will 
succeed because the American people have compassion for children 
and when provided with an option, prefer to buy products made 
without child labor. 

What are the goals of the campaign? 

♦ to educate consumers about the exploitation of children in the 
production of carpets; 

♦ to announce the availability of carpets with a label 
indicating that they are produced free of child labor; 

♦ to urge consumers to only purchase carpets that have the 
official RUGMARK label: 

♦ to prod U.S. retailers to carry carpets with the label; and 

♦ to encourage importers to self-impose a two percent surcharge 
on imported carpets to be used for the establishment of 
schools in the countries from which they import their carpets. 
This will help the transition for former child weavers from 
work into schools. 

Why does the campaign focus on children working in the carpet 
industry? 

The cal'Qpaign tocuses on the carpet industry for the following 
reasons: 

♦ - In several countries, bonded child labor is prevalent in the 
carpet industry. It is one of the most insidious forms of 
child labor exploitation and is considered slavery. 

• The u.s~ . is a major market for carpets from south Asia. The 
u. s. is expected to import 45 percent of the carpets that 
India will export this year. 
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♦ A coalition of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), in south 
Asia have asked U.S. consumers to support their efforts to 
eliminate child labor exploitation in the carpet industry. 

What is unique about this caJlpaign? 

Consumers can have confidence that a product is made without 
child labor. This has been an area ot frustration for consumers -­
when questioned, few consumers want to purchase such products, but 
know they do so from a lack of options. The RUGMARK provides 
consumers with a guarantee that a hand-knotted carpet is made tree. 
of child labor. 

What is the objective of the trademark? 

The main objective of the trademark is to initiate effective 
steps toward the abolition of child labor in the carpet industry in 
South Asia. 

What is involved in the licensing process? 

Carpet manufacturers who want to join the RUGMARK initiative 
and become certified must: 

♦ produce carpets that have been manufactured without any child 
labor involved; and 

♦ pay at least the minimum wages fixed by the government to 
their e1t1ployees. 

carpet producers can voluntarily participate in the trademark 
initiative . However, the mandatory criteria mentioned above will 
become legally binding once an enterprise has committed itself to 
using the trademark and beco~es licensed. 
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What will the RUGMARK Ca•paign entail? 

The crux of the campaign is grassroots effort -- outreach to 
local conswners, retailers, and media. The CLC is appealing to 
religious, women's and other groups to participate, mobilizing 
coll!]Dunity action throughout the country. 

Groups with local and community affiliates which have pledged their 
support and action on behalf of the RUGMARK campaign: 

* The women's Network, United Food and commercial Workers 
International Union (UFCW) 

• The General Federation of Women's Clubs International. 

• Women's Division, United Methodist Church. 

organizer's Kit: 

The Child Labor Coalition has prepared an Organizer's Xit for 
these groups and others which have joined the campaign. The 
o~ganizer's Kit is a'(ailable through tl)e l(~tional Consumers L•ague 
i.l}i, Washington, D.C. 
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March 8, 1995 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 

Preeta D. Bansal 
Senior Counsel 
Office of Policy Development, U.S. Department of Justice 
(202) 514-5122 

Su~~estions for The First Lady's Visit to India 

The First Lady's trip to India presents an opportunity to highlight the 
shared objectives of Indian and American culture, particularly in the areas of 
strengthening families, integrating communities, and implementing social welfare and 
legal reform ideas. As the President and First Lady have sought to define an agenda 
which places emphasis on family values and communal bonds as antidotes to the spiritual 
impoverishment and alienation experienced by many Americans, India -- a society in 
which family and community bonds are preeminent and in which the sense of duty and 
obligation trumps the sense of entitlement -- has much to offer our understanding of an 
agenda that would strengthen families and communities in this country. Through visits to 
community-based organizations that provide social welfare and dispense "justice," the trip 
to India could also be a vehicle for the First Lady to explore ideas for legal reform, 
welfare reform, and an agenda that would promote women's rights around the world. 

There is a tendency among Western observers of India to focus on its 
extremes and to subconsciously or consciously impart the message that the West has 
much to offer India. Although no trip to India would be complete without experiencing 
the deprivations and oppression faced by women, in particular, India should be viewed as 
a potential source as well as recipient of Western values. Viewed in this way, the trip to 
India -- in addition to offering the First Lady a personally more fulfilling and enlightening 
experience -- could allow the First Lady to score important political points with the 
Indian people and with Indian Americans. Indians and Indian Americans are painfully 
conscious of the extremes of their culture, and are eager to show the West what it can 
learn from India, particularly given their sensititivies and fears arising from the increasing 
"liberalization" of India to Western economic and cultural values. 



A Vision for the First Lady's Trip 

At a time of crisis in American and Western culture in which individuals 
feel alienated, isolated, cold and alone, observation of Indian culture offers the 
opportunity to understand the dual, and sometimes conflicting, values of individualism 
and community grounding. India, like other countries, contains elements of both 
extremes: The excessive individualism and greed of its billionaire industrialists is 
unrivalled, as is the rigid communitarian- and group-based oppression experienced by 
millions of women, in particular. The tendency among Western observers of Indian 
culture is to focus on either extreme -- through visits to the Bombay and Delhi elite and 
to the scourge of the villages -- and thus to find encompassed within India the excesses of 
both individualism and communitarianism. 

While no trip to India would be complete without observing these worst 
extremes, India, perhaps like no other country in the world, also offers a unique 
opportunity to observe, especially among its middle class professionals and community­
based welfare and legal institutions, a culture in which individuals are allowed to flourish 
amidst a web of meaningful, interpersonal ties and group relationships. This kind of 
culture -- individualism tempered and supported by family obligation and communal ties 
-- may be what the First Lady envisioned when she suggested pursuit of "the politics of 
meaning" and what the President seeks to define in his agenda. The trip to India would 
thus allow the First Lady to strengthen her family and community-based agenda, 
particularly as it relates to social welfare reform and legal reform, as well as to pursue an 
agenda that focuses on women's rights around the world. 

Proposed Elements of the Trip 

• Visits to Community-Based Social Welfare and Legal Institutions 

Although India has a highly evolved state legal system derived from the 
English model, it also continues to practice a decentralized system of justice. Informal 
judicial forums at the village level ( called "panchayats"), comprised of community 
members selected by implicit consensus, operate by a rule of unanimity in resolving local 
disputes and imposing discipline. The key role of communal consensus in these 
institutions in tum helps strengthen the bonds of community. Western legal scholars 
have studied "panchayats" as models for U.S. efforts to institute community-based forms 
of alternative dispute resolution. The First Lady could visit a "panchayat" as a means to 
fomulate elements of a legal reform agenda. She also may wish to visit with members of 
the highly active legal aid community in New Delhi, in particular, to understand and show 
support for India's model of providing legal services for the poor. 

Similarly, to strengthen her community and welfare reform agenda, the 
First Lady could visit a social services colony or a religious colony ("ashram") in which 
communities work together and provide social and/or religious services to all members. 
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Several community-based women's colonies or orphanages, in particular, are highly 
successful in providing work opportunities and social services to members who come 
from very oppressed backgrounds. Visits to successful colonies could provide the First 
Lady with ideas for welfare reform in this country, as well as offer a glimpse into the 
severe hardships faced by many Indian women. 

• Meetings with Middle Class Professionals 

In addition to visiting community-based welfare and legal institutions and 
the poor in rural villages, the First Lady should strive to meet the emerging mass of 
young women attorneys and physicians in the cities who are empowered to fulfill their 
potential through their family and community support systems. Many of these women 
pursue successful careers while living at home with their parents and actually look 
forward to parental involvement in their matrimonial decisions. Contrary to the negative 
connotations associated with "arranged marriages" (and the horrors that such marriages 
pose for many lower-class women), many of these young professional women -- much like 
American women in all-female colleges -- are enabled to pursue their ambitions without 
being distracted by the need to attract men. Because marriage of daughters is viewed in 
India as a family and community responsibility, and because of their family and 
community support systems, these young women have a level of comfort that their 
pursuit of careers will not necessarily mean that they cannot also have meaningful 
personal lives. (Obviously, this is a very complicated and subtle issue, and the experience 
varies widely among and within classes of Indian women. I would be happy to discuss 
this issue further, or to point the First Lady or her staff to different examples of the 
experience of young Indian professional women. I would also be happy to prepare a list 
of young women in India -- prominent and obscure -- with whom the First Lady might 
wish to meet to understand this experience.) 

The First Lady may also wish to spend a day or afternoon with an extended 
Indian family to understand the web of personal relations that marks an Indian's life. 
Unlike the rugged individualism of the West, middle-class Indians -- increasingly free to 
pursue their individual ambitions -- return to strong homes and communities. Although 
in many parts of India these homes and communities are seats of oppression and sexism, 
Indian culture at its best offers the mix of individualism and communal support that the 
President and First Lady seek to foster in this country. 

• Demonstrate understanding of the success of Indian Americans 

The First Lady may also wish to understand -- and to demonstrate her 
understanding of -- the unique success of Indian Americans in this country. According to 
the latest Census, Indian Americans have the highest per capita income and educational 
level among all population subgroups in this country. Integral to their success, as most 
Indian Americans will say, is the strength of Indian families. Indian Americans in many 
ways are models of the kinds of communities and families the President and First Lady 
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are seeking to foster in this country: most Indian American children are born to two­
parent families, and have tremendous emotional and financial support networks. 

Indians are also fiercely proud of the success of their kinsmen in this 
country. By demonstrating a knowledge of Indian Americans (and some of their 
anecdotes), and perhaps by being accompanied by some Indian Americans, the First 
Lady could make the difference between success and extraordinary success in her trip. 

• Effective press relations 

Before embarking on her trip, the First Lady might want to offer interviews 
to Washington-based correspondents of prominent Indian newspapers, such as the 
Hindustan Times and the Times of India. By emphasizing what she hopes to learn from 
India, and how she hopes to give content to her agenda of family and community values 
by her visit, the First Lady can help foster tremendous good will before even setting foot 
in the country. 

* * * 

As one of seven (I believe) Indian American political appointees in this 
Administration, I would like to offer my assistance in preparing for the First Lady's visit 
and believe that I can be helpful in several unique ways. 

First, I have a knowledge of the Indian American community. I am 
personally well acquainted with leaders of the Association of Indians in America ( the 
only national organization representing the community), as well as Indian American 
community leaders in the metropolitan areas of Washington, D.C., New York City, 
Boston, Los Angeles, Chicago and San Francisco. I also know several leaders of the 
Indian American professional associations of physicians, attorneys, and engineers, and 
have personal contact with the correspondents of all of the Indian American newspapers 
and television programs and the Washington-based correspondents of the Indian press. 

Second, I could help the First Lady make the most of her legal background 
by helping her meet with the Indian legal world. This legal community, drawn and 
educated in the English legal tradition, is perhaps the most progressive and hospitable to 
Western and U.S. ideas, and the First Lady, a lawyer herself, could do much to improve 
the U.S.-India relationship by cementing relations with the legal community. 

Through my professional activities in recent years, I have acquired an 
extensive network of contacts in India and especially in the Indian legal community. In 
1993, I spoke and presented papers at two international conferences in New Delhi - one 
sponsored by the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi that brought together American and Indian 
attorneys to discuss the legal aspects of doing business in United States and in India, and 
the other sponsored by the International Chamber of Commerce that brought together 
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various pharmaceutical and other companies and urged India to expand its intellectual 
property protection. I also became acquainted with many prominent members of the 
Indian bar and Indian industry, and through my social involvement in the Indian 
American and Indian communities, have come to know numerous prominent leaders of 
the Indian political world, arts community, and feminist and human rights community.1 

Last September, as a board member of the Indian American Bar 
Association and a former law clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens, I 
organized an event at the Supreme Court, sponsored by Justice Stevens, in which Justice 
Scalia, Justice Ginsburg, and Justice O'Connor discussed their recent visits to India. This 
reception at the U.S. Supreme Court received extensive press coverage in India as well 
as in the Indian American press. Various Indian judges (including the Chief Justice of 
the Indian Supreme Court) are planning a reciprocal visit to the U.S. this May, and I am 
organizing a reception by the Indian American Bar Association for these visiting jurists. 

Third, as a near-fluent speaker of Hindi with great awareness of Indian 
culture, I believe that I could help ensure that the First Lady's visit is not accompanied 
by any cultural- or language-based snafus. 

Again, I would like to help in any way you think useful, and am attaching 
my resume for your further information. Please do not hesitate to call me at 514-5122 if 
you have further questions. 

1Profiles about me have been written up in India Today and Business India -- the two 
highest-circulating weekly news magazines in India (akin to Time and U.S. News and 
World Report), and state-run television in India recently filmed a half-hour segment 
about me which will be aired in India later this year. 
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Legal 
Experience 

Judicial 
Clerkships 

PREETA D. BANSAL 
3101 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. #822 

Washington, D.C. 20016 
(202) 514-5122 (o) 

THE WHITE HOUSE, Washington, D.C. 
Attorney, Office of the Counsel to the President, 1994-1995 
.Assisted in selection and confirmation of federal district court and appellate judges 
Helped coordinate White House efforts to secure Senate confirmation of Justice Breyer 
.Assisted with Federal Advisory Committee Act litigation against Health Care Task Force 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Washington, D.C. 
Senior Counsel to the .Assistant Attorney General, Office of Policy Development, 1993-present 
Served on interagency groups on violence and on preparation for U.N. Conference on Women 
Wrote policy papers on television violence and violence against women for Attorney General 
Worked on Access to Justice and Civil Justice Reform working groups 
.Assisted in federal judicial selection 

ARNOLD & PORTER, Washington, D.C. 
Associate, 1991-1993 
Litigation, Telecommunications, Intellectual Property, and International Practice Groups 

Liti&ation in federal and state courts, with responsibility in all stages, including preparation of 
pleadings, discovery, and writing dozens of briefs on appeal and on dispositive legal issues; took 
and defended depositions; participated in hearings 

• Defended constitutionality of the 1992 Cable Act 
• Wrote amicus brief in copyright/parody case before the U.S. Supreme Court 
• Represented individuals in white collar criminal litigation 
• Litigated availability of copyright protection for reconstructions of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
• Advised clients on possibility of obtaining Supreme Court review 

Counsellin& on issues of intellectual property, international trade, and international law, 
including the President's authority to enter into executive international agreements; availability 
of intellectual property protection in the United States and abroad; licensing arrangements; 
joint venture agreements; and international trade-related aspects of intellectual property 

Ne&otiation of corporate agreements and disputes concerning intellectual property, 
telecommunications, cable franchise, and entertainment matters 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT, Washington, D.C. 
Law Clerk to Justice John Paul Stevens, 1990-1991 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS, 
SECOND CIRCUIT, Brattleboro, Vermont and New York, New York 
Law Clerk to Chief Judge James L Oakes, 1989-1990 



Education 

Publications 

Speeches/ 
Papers 

Other 

HARV ARD IA W SCHOOL, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
J.D., magna cum laude, June 1989 
Harvard Law Review, Supervising Editor & Editorial Board Member 
Teaching Fellow, Government Department, Harvard College 
Law Tutor, Adams House, Harvard College 

HARV ARD-RADCLIFFE COLLEGE, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
AB., magna cum laude, in Social Studies, June 1986 
Highest Honors on Thesis, ldeolo&ical Limits to Industrial Democracy 
Phi Beta Kappa 
John Harvard Scholar for Highest Academic Achievement 
Rhodes Scholarship Finalist 
Editor, The Harvard Crimson 

LINCOLN EAST IDGH SCHOOL, Lincoln, Nebraska 
1982 Nebraska Youth of the Year, U.S. Presidential Scholar, Century III Leader 
Girls' Nation Attorney General 
Recipient of over 200 state and national speaking and debating awards 

The Republican Revival and Racial Politics, 97 Yale L J. 16()() (1988) (with Derrick Bell) 
Book Note, The Battleground of Eiu>erience, 101 Harv. L Rev. 849 (1988) 
Labor-Management Cooperation at Eastern Air Lines, U.S. Department of Labor (1988) 

Inside the Law. "Sex, Violence and the Bill of Rights," Participant in discussion on 
Television Violence on Public Broadcasting System/American Bar Association television series, 
November 1994 

Technology and Communications Opportunities in India, Symposium on How to Do Business 
in the New India, April 3-4, 1993, Washington, D.C. 

Foreign Investment and TechnoloiY Transfer: The Role of Intellectual Property Rights, 
World Symposium on Intellectual Property Rights, International Chamber of Commerce, 
February 9, 1993, New Delhi, India 

Protecting Your Client's Intellectual Property in the U.S., Lexpo '93: Legal and Financial 
Aspects of Doing Business, February 6-8, 1993, U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, India 

Admitted to Practice in New York, District of Columbia, and Nebraska 
Board member, Indian American Bar Association 
Worked during college summers for Governor of Nebraska on health, housing and labor issues 
Extensive travel throughout Africa, Asia, Europe, and the United States 
Outside interests include squash, aerobics, fiction, and international cuisines 
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The mere introduction of the Harkin Bill has produced action in India and 
elsewhere, however. It is here where the First lady might advance the cause of 
the fight against child ~or. One such initiative in India is the Rugmark 
Initiative. Under this initiative a Rugmark Foundation created and was 
formally registered in India last August. The Foundation is a consortium of 
the Indo-German Export Promotion Council , the South Asian Coalition on 
Children in Servitude (SAACS), UNICEF India and the c.arpet Manufacturer's 
Association without Child Labor (CMACL}. The Foundation offers 
manufacturers the chance to use the Rugmark logo in return for a fee and an 
agreement to adhere to a number of conditions1 including not using child 
labor. 

More than I 00 manufacturers and a few Nepalese suppliers have akeady 
applied for registration. (It is my understanding that a similar foundation is 
about to be set up in Nepal to cover Nepalese suppliers). Although many 
Indian manufacturers will use the Rugmark , some of the largest exporters are 
still unconunitted. They are likely waiting to see how the enforcement 
mechanism works and the level of consumer demand. It is here where we 
think the First Lady can advance the issue by supporting the Rugmark 
initiative . 

The Child Labor Coalition {CLq in the United States has initiated a 
Rugmark Consumer Campaign here in the United States to raise consumer 
awareness of the Rugrnark and pressure retailers to carry carpets with the 
Rugmark label. Attached are materials on the Rugmark Foundation and 
Campaign as well as membership list of the CLC. Already, retailers such as 
IKEA ha.ve indic.ated a willingness to give priority to carpets with the Rugmark 
label. Members of the CLC, particularly through the International Labor 
Rights and Education Fund have submitted to the First Lady detailed 
information on both the issue of child labor and the Rugmark Campaign. 

Finally, the Senator would like to meet with the First lady at a mutually 
convenient time irt the near future to discuss the issue of child labor. 

14)001 
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CLC Launches RUGMARK Consumer Campaign· 
This full, manufacturers ~ill be challenged and 

consumerswillapplypressuretostoptheexploitationof 
children in the production ofhand-knotted caipCts. On 
September 18, International Children in Servitude Day, 
the Child Labor Coalition (CLC) will launch the U.S. 
Consumer Education Campaign forthe "RUGMARK." 
The RUGMAR.K is a label affixed to c:npets ftom India, 
Pakistan, and Nepal assuring consumers the product is 
made free of child labor. 

Consumers are further asked to delay their 
purchase of hand-knotted carpets until carpets 

with the official uRUGMARK'' label are 
available in U.S. stores. 

Central to the c-ampaignis raising consmnerawarenes.s 
of the over one million South Asian children who arc 
working in the ca.Ipet indust:zy. Extreme abuses have 
b~cn documented: malnourishment, illnesses, beatings, 
sepanttion from families, inadequate or no pay, and 
abysmal living and worlcing conditions. 1bis industry, 
oneamongmanytbatexploitchildren, istaigeted because 
ofits reliance on one ofthe most insidious fonns of child 
labor - bonded labor. Children wo:rk in virtual siavery. 

What's Newl What's Original? 

It's no secret that th.ere are certain countries and 
industries which tum a blind eye to child labor abUS1..-s in 
the production of goods for both domestic consumption 
and export. As a major consumer of the world' s goods, 
the U.S. often is the dc~tillation for p10ducts made by 

produced free of 
child labor. No 
other such label 
and monitoring 
system exists 
for any other 
product. 

CollSlllllers 
who do not 
want to 
oontn'buteto 
the exploi­
tation of children need not 
boycottcaq,ets, butinstead choose ahand­
knotted carpet . with the RUGMARK label. Linda 
Golodner, co-chair of the Child Labor Coalition and 
president of th.c National Consumers League, explains, 
11The RUGMARK campaignisaboutprovidingoptions. 
The label gives consumers confidence when they buy a 
carpet that it v.ras made free of child labor." 

The first caxpets with the label will be available by 
the end of the year. The campaign encourages consumers 
to ask local retuleis to carry caipets with the RUGMARK 
label. Some retailers are already responding to media 
reports on childlaborcxploit.ation in the carpetindustiy. 
The Swedish retailer, IKEA. recently decided to not carry 
carpets, unless they can be certified as made free of child 
~ 

11abor.(see box on page 2). 

/
; Consumers are further asked to delay theirpurchase 
of hand-knotted carpets until carpets with the official 

( "RUGMARK" label are available in U.S. stores. 



exploited children. 
In fact, U.S. consumers find it difficult, if not 

impossible, to avoid buying these products. Until now, 
that is. For the first time ever, CODSlm\ers are provided 
with a choice. An imported item -in this case, a kind~ 
knotted carpet from Sou.th.Asia-will be labeled if it was 

I Extended Page 
The Rugmark foundation 

The RUGMARK label evolved out of a working 
group, comprisedoflndiancaxpetindustryrepresentatives, 

Continued on page 2 -

2. , 
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- ------------------------------
continued from page 1. .. 

the South Asian Coalition on Child 
Servitude (SACCS), and the Indo­
GennID:1 Promotion Council. The 
initiative was formalized in the 
RUGMARK Foundation. which has 
released the official, intemationaily­
recognized label. 

Catpet manufacturers in South 
Asia who wish to participate and use 
the labelmustagreeto pmdnre carpets 
'Without any child labor involved; pay 
at least the minimum ·wages fixed by 
the government to their employees; 
and agree to allow access for 
unannounced inspections of their 

IKEA SAYS "NO" TO CARPETS MADE BY CHILDREN 
'. ' . 

' ' 

The Swedish retailer .!KEA, with .stores in_ 18 countries including 
the U.S., announced they will only sell handmade carpets that are 
produced without the use of child labor. · They will · hire an 

. in~ependent Swiss firm to monitor IKEA contracts with carpet 
manufacturE!I5 to ensure they use only adult workers. 
· !KEA retail outlets in the U.S. are in Los Angeles, CA; Baltimore, 

MD; Elizabeth, NJ; Long Island, NY; Philadelphia, PA; Pittsburgh, 
PA; Houston, TX; and Woodbridge, VA_. 

the introduction of the RUGMARK. consumers and merchants in their 
We 're confidentthat when consumers communities in every state and around 
have a choice. they '1\'ill not buy the world. This is a most important 
products ma.de with child labor. step in cwbing child labor abuses 
Co:r;.sumers that · do not buy these whichwilll~toevenbroaderefforts." 

----------------------- InprepaiationfortheRUGMARK 
''We're confident that when consumers have a choice, they will 

not buy products made with child labor," said Betty Mercer, 
UFCW Women's Network. 

Campai~ the CLC has developed 
both a press packet and an organizer's 
kit. The latter contains background 
infomi.ation on child labor and the 
campaign, as well as ideas for local 
initiatives to include sample flyers, 
letters, and petitions. The organizer's 
kit is available to groups who are 
interested in participating in the 
campaign (see page 8). 

looms. Inspectors will be employed by 
the RUGMARK.Fmmdationand \\-ill 
be trained and supervised by them to 
ensure manu:factarers comply with 
label ~dards. $ACCS, a leader in 
this effort, has appealed to European 
and North American consumeis to 
supporttheRUGMARX through their 
purcha.ruig power, thus encouraging 
more manufacturers to stop using child 
labor. 

Campaign Shakers And Movers 

The crux of the campaign is 
grassroots effort - outreach to local 
consume-rs, retailers, and media. The 
CLC is appealing to religious, womt.."11' s 
and other groups to participate, 
mobilizing community action 
throughout the country. 

TheWomen'sNetwoi:kwilhmthe 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
International Union (UFCW) is the 
:fiISt group to embrace the RUG­
MARK. Reflecting upon their past 
education initiatives in child labor, the 
1:.,.l' __ -- , _ -..T--....~ - -- _.J __ _:111... _: _______ 1..,.L 

-- . . . .. -- -.---------
products send a strong message t.o 
retailers, and we are committed to help 
send thatmessage." 

Also pledg:in,gtheir support is 1he 
General.FederationofWomen's Clubs 
International. Jeannine Faubion, 
GFWC Plesident. says." Ounnembeis 
have anxiously a~aited RUG MARK 
Campaign and are poised t.o educate 

Is the RUGMARK Campaign 
worthwhile? Can consumers impact 

continued on page 4 ... 

ICFTU Announces Campaign 
The International · Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), 

representing 120 million people in 124 countries, in June announced 
it is launching a global campaign to eradicate child labor, including 
a boycott of exports made by exploited, under-age workers. 

Oting long hours, low pay, and appalling conditions among work­
ing children, lCFTU's report, Child Labour: The World's Best Kept 
Secret, identifies abuses in Bangladesh, Brazil, Colombia, India, 
Mexico, Nepal, Peru and the Philippines. 

The campaign wi II call upon 1.rade unionists worldwide to push for 
national legislation to outlaw the employment of children and ensure 
compulsory primary education. Other campaign actions will include: 
lobbying for the inclusion of a Social Clause within international 
trading agreemenls; replacing child workers by adult members of the 
same family; and an international boycott of carpets made in Nepal, 
1_.....J ! ___ J n _ 1 .. : ... . _ .... ' · ·-• ---- 1.1.:_ 1_1 __ ,_J ____ .. __ J.._ L •• _L,tJ ___ \ r __ 



Women's Network will bring a. wealth 
of experience to the campaign. Betty 
Mercer. education chair of the 
Women's Net\lVOik. said. 'Wewclc.ome 

2 

Extended Page 
India, and Pakistan (unless It is labeled as not made by children). ror 
information on the ICFTU Campaign, contact Bjome Grimsrud, ICFTU 
campaign organizer; telephone 32-2.:.2240211; fax 32-2-2188415 or 
write Boulevard Emile,Jacqmain 155, B-1210 ~russels, Belgium. 

3, , 
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□HARKIN-BROWN CHILD LABOR DETER­
RENCE ACT -OF 1994 ... Senator Tom Harlcin (D-IA) 
and Representative George Bro'\\n 's (D-CA) commitment 
to the bill precipitated a fine-tuning of the language and 
reintroduction in the Ho~e (H.R. 4693) with Senate 
reintroduction expected inmid-September. See box this 
page for highlights on the prm,isions of the revised bill. 

□CHILD LABOR HEARING ... Senator Howard 
Metzenbamn (D-OH) has tentatively scheduled ahearing 
for September 21, at 9:30 a.ro.. in Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, Room 428. Call the Senate Subconunittce on 
Laborto con:fum at (202) 224-5546. 

□ DOL INTERNATIONAL REPORT ... The 
International Labor Affairs Bureau has completed its 
Congressionally-roan.dated report on industries and host 
countries that use child labor to produce goods for export 
to the U.S. Itis expected thatthe Secretaryofl..:!horwill 
release the report to Congress and the public by mid­
September. The nextissue ofthe MONITOR "'illhlghlight 
the findings front this much.-anticipa:red report. 

□MORE ABOUT PAPERBALERS ... ln early 
August, Senator Larry Craig (R-lD) considered 
introducing an amendment to the 1995 Labor. HHS and . ' 
Education Appropriations Bill, in effect setting a 
moratorium on enfon::ementofHO 12 (prohibiting minors 
under 18 from operating papernalers - a machine which 
crushes cardboard boxes). Senator Tom Harlcin (D-IA), 
as well as the U.S. Department of Labor, the CLC, and 
member organi7.ations were quick to respond. Senator 
Craig raised his concems, althougb.decidingnott.opumie 
an amendment upon clari:ficationthattheDcpartmenthas 
an Advance Notice ofProposed Rulemakingunderwa.y on 
child labor, which focuses in part on a review and updating 
of the Huanious Occupation OrdeIS. 

□HARDEE'$ FOOD SYSTEMS, INC., agreed to pay 
civilmoneypenaltiestotalling $87,000 in July :fur alleged 
child labor violations a1 various Ha:rdee's restaurants. 
TI1e DOLhas alleged.violations ofthe Fair Labor Standards 
Act. Child Labor Regulation 3 (which sets forth time of 
,l ~ .. .... A 1,.,..,,...., nf tvn11( ~<: well as nrohibited occupations 

ig]QQ4 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHILD LABOR 
DETERRENCE ACT OF 1994 

•Directsthe U.S. Labor Secretazy to compile and maintain 
alist of foreign industries and their respective hostcountri es 
that use children under fifteen in the fabrication, assembly, 
processing,. or extraction of products for export; 

• Prescnoes three tests for determining which foreign 
.indusu:y in which foreign countiy goes on the list-

(a)whctherthey comply with the applicable national 
laws prohibiting child labor in the workplace; 
(b)whethcr they utilize child labor in the export of 
products; 
( c~'hetherthcy have on a continuing bams exported 
products of child laborto the U.S.· 

• Prohibits importing into the U.S. (subject to civil and 
criminal penalties) anyproductmade, whole orin part, by 
cllildren under fi~ 

• Does not apply the import ban if the exporter of the 
article and the importer ofthe article into the customs ter­
ritory of the U.S., have undertaken reasonable steps to 
ensure, to the extent practicable. that the article is not a 
product of child labor. Reasonable steps include the ex­
porter of an article in ahost country having entered irrto a 
connact with an independent. internationally credible 
organiz.ation for the pU1pose of conducting inspections, 
certifying, and labellingthatmanufacturcd articles to be 
exponed from that country are not products ofchild labor. 
In the case oftheimportcrofanarticleinto U.S. customs 
territory, having required the certification and label 
described above. 

• Urges the President to seek an intemational agreement 
with other trading nations to invoke an international ban 
on trade in products made by children under fifteen. 

•Supportsthrougha$10,000,000appropriationforeach 
fiscal year 1994 through 1998 for a U.S. contribution to 
the International Labor Organization for the activities of 
the International Program on the Elimination of Child 
Labor and $100,000 for fiscal year 1995 for a U.S. 
contribution to the U .N. Commission on Human Rights 
forthose activities relating to bonded child labor that are 
carried out by the Subcommittee and Worlcing Group on 
Contempo:razy Forms of Slavery. 

CONTACT: JoeBiegner, OfficeofSen. Harkin 531I lart 
Senate Offic~ _B_uild,~ft, ~as~!n~<;:>!l, DC WS 10-1502, 

r - -



day and hours of work, as weu as promu.u.cu u ......... y ............ 
for minors under the age of 16) and record--keeping 
provimons.C 

.,.. ............ , .. _ ---· - ···1r· E~tended Page 4, 1 
(202) 224-3254 or Bid Goold, 'bffice of Rep Brown' 
2300 Ra~um Office Building., Washington DC 205 l 5~ 
0536, (202) 225•6161. ' 
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CLC RESPONDS TO 
DOL'S PROPOSED RULES 

On July 12, the Child Labor 
Coalition (CLC) submitted c.ommt.uts 
to the U.S. Department of Labor 
(DOL) on their Proposed Rule on 
child labor regulations. The DOL 
intends to revise Child Labor 
Regulation No. 3, providing an 

protect minors from late night and 
excessive working hours. The CLC 
is very concerned about 14- and 15-
year-olds working over 18 hours a 
week and until 11 p..m. or later at 
night, while attempting to maintain 
their ac.ademic responsibilities. 

The CLC, along ~ith several 
health groups, opposes blanket 
exceptions allowing WECEP 
participants to engage in select 
prohxoited activities. Citing injury 
evidence, the CLC 1ID.equivocally 
opposes any variance or exception 
for using deep fryers and grills. 
Comments were also provided on the 

141005 
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Service Trades Department AFL­
CIO; NCL, and the National PTA 
also submitted comments. 

CLC PLANS FOR NEXT SET 
OF COMMENTS 

11The proposed sports attendant exception will weaken the 
Fair Labor Standards Act ... causing employers to seek the 

expansion of hours for minors engaged in other occupations. 11 

The DOL has extended the 
comment period for the Advance 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(ANRPM) from August 11 to 
October l I. This extension was 
granted in part due to requests made 
by CLCm.emberorganiz.atiom, which 
cited the comprehensive nature of the 
ANPRM and time constraints on 
gathering data from affiliates. 

As reported in the last issue of the 
MONITOR, DOL released the 
ANPRM. set:king public comment 
on possible revisions of the child 
labor regulations. Under review are 
questions on pcnnissible hours/time 
standards and occupational 
limitations for 14- and 15-year-olds 
andhazrrdousoccupations. Form.on: 
information, contact J. Dean Speer, 
Director, Division of Policy and 
Analysis, DOL Wage and Hour 
Division at (202) 219-8412. □ 

cxc~pti~nfrom the permissible houn; 
and time standards forminors 14 and 
15 years of age when employed as 
professional sports attendants. A 
blanket exception allowing 14- and 
15-year-olds enrolled in Work 
Experience and Career Exploration 
Programs (WECEP) to engage in 
select prohibited activities is also 
proposed. TheDOLintendstodelete 
Child Labor Regulation Number 5, 
(i.e .• the procedures for hazardous 
occupation determinations), now 
obsolete under the Administrative 
Procedure Act. 

The CLC objects to the exception 
of bat boys/girls froro the hours and 
time standards regulation governing 
employment of minOis underthe age 
ofl 6. Further, the CLC opposes the 
e>."tension of this exception to all 
professional sports attendants. "The 
proposed spo,:ts attendant exception 
will weaken the Fair Labor Standards 
Act ... and will establish a precedent, 
causing employers to seek the 
expansion of hours for minors 
engaged in other occupations. 11 

"J;"...,nh~~;.,.,.,r1 W~SI the DoL·s 

other proposed exceptions: loading 
and unloading goods weighing upto 
30 pounds; retrieving and/orplacing 
food in cooleis/freezers; operating 
non-commercial dishwashers; and 
operating power-driven mowers, 
weed-eaters, nim.mers, and whips 
Vvithnylon strings. 

Child Labor Coalition member 
organizations the Food and Allied 

I LET'S KEEP THESE FACTS IN MIND ... 

✓ 670 16· and 17-year-olds died from workplace injuries in the U.S. 
from 1980 to 1989. 

✓ More than 64,000 U.S. teenagers sought treatment in hospital 
emergency rooms for injuries on the job in 1992. 

✓ Rank of th~ U.S. among affluent nations in rate of adolescents killed .

1 
i or injured at work: number one. 
I -·------

RU GMARK continued from page 2 ••• 

an industry in aregion halfway around the world? Com,iderthat in 1993, U.S. 
consumers bought $172 million dollars worth ofTndian rugs alone. The U.S. 
is the second lazgest market for such products, trailing only behind Gennany. 
Indeed, consumers will play an integral role in how the R UGMARK initiative 
plays out. 



Emphasized was the !JUL· s 
broadening of the exception to the 
point that there are absolutely no 
constraints in the proposed rule to 

4 
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Extended Page 5. , 

For more information on the campaign, please contact Darlene Adkin~, 
Consurner Education Campaign Coordlnato.-, at the Child Labor Coalition, c/ 
o the National Consumers League: 815 15th Street, NW, Suite 928-N, 
Washington, DC 20005; (202) 639-8140. 

Child Labor Monitor September 1994 
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CHILD LABOR COALITION MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 

The CLC is a di verse group of · 45 organizations which are 
committed to ending child labor exploitation at home and abroad. 
As the only national coalition on this issue, CLC members have 
invested their collective influence and individual strengths to 
ensure the prctection of working youth and to end child labor 
exploitation on a state, federal, and international level. 

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Ethical Union 
American Federation of Teachers 
American PubJic Health Association 
American Youth Work Center 
.Americans for Democratic Action 
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs 
B'nai B'rith Women 
Children's Advocacy Institute 
Children 1 s Defense Fund 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
Consumer Federation of America 
Defense for Children International - USA 
Department of Economic Research, AFL-CIO 
Essential Xnformation 
Food and Allied Service Trades Department, AFL-CIO 
Front lash 
General Federation of Women 1 s Clubs 
International Brotherhood cf Teamsters 
International Labor Rights Education and Research Fund 
International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
Jewish Labor Committee 
Labor council for Latin American Advancement 
League for Industrial Democracy 
Mt. Sinai School of Medicine 
National Association of Social Workers 
National Child Labor Committee 
National Consumers League 
National Council of Senior Citizens 
National Education Association 
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council 
National Parent-Teacher Association 
National Safe Workplace Institute 
People Against Dangerous Delivery 
Public Employee Department, AFL-CIO 
Religious Committee for Workplace Fairness 
Service Employees International Union 
social Democrats, USA 
Transportation Communications International union 
Union Label & Service Trades Dept., AFL-CIO 
united Food and commercial Workers International Union 
Woman's Division. United Method i st churr.h 

14)006 
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The Women's Research and Education Institut~ 
Work Experience Coordinating Association 

10 . 
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. Why launch a national consumer ca,rpaign? 

The diild Labor Coalition1 s (CLC) national RUGMARK campaign 
will x-aise a.~enei;s regarding the exploitation ot children who are 
working (ortan as bonded laborers) in the production of carpets. 
Its purpose is to 1D.obilize u. s. consW!lers to support -- using their 
p~asing pcwer -- a South Asian copaign to free children fro11t 
bona.age and exploitation in tha carpet industry. The campaign will 
succeed because the Alllerican people ha~e compassion for children 
and when provided with an option, prefer to bUy products Jnade 
without child labor. 

What are tbe f:JO&ls of the caapaign? 

• to educate eonsu.mers a.bout the exploitation of children in the 
production of earpe~s: 

• to announce the availability ot carpets with a label 
indicating that they are produced free of child labor; 

♦ to urge consumers to only purchase carpets that have the 
official RDGKARK label; 

♦ to p:rod u.s. retaile:rs to carry carpets with the label; and 

♦ to ~ncourage i1D.porters to self-impose a two percent surcharge 
en aported carpets to be used for the establishment o:f 
schools in the countries from which they uo.port their can,ats _ 
This ~ill help the transition for forl!ler child ~aavers from 
work into schools. 

Why does the ca,npaign roc::us on childreti world.ng in the carper!: 
indurtey? 

The ~paign focuses on the oarpet industry for the following 
reasons: 

♦ - In several countries, bonded cbild labor is prevalent in the 
carpet industry. It is one of th.e most insidious forms of 
child labor exploitation and is considered slavery. 

• The u.s ~. is a major market for carpets f:rom south Asia. The 
U.S. is expected to import 45 percent of the carpets that 
India will export this year. 

laJ 007 
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page 2 

♦ A coalition of non""(Jovernmental organ1z1:ttions o,~) , in south 
Asia ba~e asked U.S. consUlllers to support their efforts to 
elilllinate child labor exploitation in the carpet industry. 

What is 'Qlllqtte about this cw.paign? 

P, 3 

trttL~~~-~D!llliURCt;;:~~&-1le~~:::=-~,::;:~;;;;;as:i•ni-~-:5;'13:f3""""'i!1ie:et4rj:,ln1fimfi~~-$~·0Tl·:-:-:::;;'1:&<1·Rd~,,i2-""'•f,j·;i""",~..,,...,- -.~--~~==~=,..,_•_=­
d,Uia(k'~..W~,.J(bii·s.hia~-'. f6:r;:.-,eaqieti~~i/iJ.j#i@W-16'ffio.u."t::c1tt:J.:C,·: ~ 
~~·==et"itde11a'rlr~iii:1n::1:ne .. ton•Tor.~·:~F lal>el~wiitc:ii fs atti"Scea ;t-o · ;~if" 
·111L_,_i.I... -. 

consumers can have confidence that a product is made without 
child labor. This has :been an area or :frustration for consUlllers -­
wh~n questioned, few- conswners want to purchase such products, but 
know they de so from a lack of options. The RUGHARK provides 
contn.nners with a guarantee that a hand-knotted carpet is ·ntade free 
of ehild labor. 

Mlat is the objective of the trademark'? 

~he main objective of the ~rademark is to initiate effective 
steps to"!ard the abolition of child labor in the carpet industry in 
south Asia. 

What is involved. in the licensing process? 

carpet 111.anufact11rers who want to join the RUGMARK initiative 
and become certified must: 

• produce carpets that have been manufactured without any child 
labor involved; and 

• pay at least the lrlnh1.um wages fixed by the goverrunent to 
their employees. 

carpet prcduce?:s can voluntaril.y participate in the trademark 
initiative ~ However, the mandatory criteria mentioned above will 
becoms legally binding once an ~~terprise ha5 committed. it.self to 
usin9 the t:radelllark and beco-mes licensed. 

iaioos 
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libat will the ,mt;IQ.RK ca.paign entail? 

'l'h• ~ of the campaign is grassroots ettort -- outreaeh to 
local consumers, retaile:rs, and Jnedia. The etc is appealing to 
:relig1o~s. WOlllen 's and othar groups to participate, 'lllObilizinq 
C01'JIIUhity action throQ9h0ut the co~ntry. 

Groupg ~th local and C01D1'1W'lity affiliates which have pledged their 
s\lpport and action on behalf of the RUGHARK CWllpaign: 

.. The Wolllen's Network, United Food and cooercial workers 
International union (UFCW) 

* The General Federation o! Women's Clubs International. 

• Wo~en's Division, United Methodist Church. 

organizer's 'Kit: 

The Child Labor Coalition has prepared an Organizer's Kit for 
these groups and others which have joined the c:ampai9t1 ~ '!'he 
ci:r9ani:zex-1 s Kit is a~ailable through~ .11.~tiol'lal Consumers ~e 
i~_Washington, o.c. 

141009 
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Trading Away the Future 

me 

ath Zone includes the states of Andhra Pradesh, Kar­
:erala, Tamil Nadu and the union tarrit.ory of Pon­
)f an estimated total of 29.1 million households in thi!:1 
1illion had working children, for a total of 11.4 million 
1ildren. This was 27 percent of the population between 
14. Roughly 80percent of the households with working 
trned less than Rs.500 per month in 1980. 1rhree-fourths 
cing children were in rural areas. Female child workers 
red male by a ratio of 1.240 to 1. (In tho overall 
t in this region, boys aged 5-14 outnumbered girls 
t a ratio of 1.044 ta 1. 'fhis relative balance, unlike any 
ofindia1 can be attributed to better education, literacy, 
,nger traditional social roles for women in Kerala, and 
· extent, in 'ramil Nadu.) Among chi1d laborers, 1.2 
ildren were estimated to be earning a wage. 
tions of child workers in the South Zone included: 28 
household activities; 20 percent marketing activities; 
family business, 17. 7 percent. Among wage-earning 
~6 percent were employed as casual labor, 29 percent 
.ural labor, and the balance in other occupations. More 
~he children earning wages in casual labor or agricul­
r were illiterate. All children working aa cooks and 
rnre illiterate. A large number of those working in 
like washing, marketing, service apprenticeship and 
in family businesses were educated. 

1tinued) • 
, bnl by ~e five, a serious imbalance in rhe other direction has 
tdicaling very high morbidity offemale children. This trend continues 
so that for the age group of 5-14, lhe male/female population ratio 
in tlte North Zone , 114.5/100 in the East Zone, 1!2.4/100 in lhe 

and 103.4/100 in the South Zone. The ratios of child laborers, on 
1d, nre seriously skewed in the other direction, as reflected in the 
of the cable.) · 
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-
Industries in the South Zone of concern in thi.s study include: 

silk textile in Karnataka; coir and ca.shews processing in Kera la; 
leather tanning, matches and fireworks in Tamil Nadu. 

The Government of India est.imatos that since the national 
census in 1981, population growth has approximated 25 percent. 
(A census was conducted in 1991, but its result.a have not yet been 
roleased.) On this baais, organizations such as the South Asia 
Coalition on Child Servitude (SACCS) and others use the figure 
of 56 million children under 14 who are working under conditions 
that meet the definition of child labor, a number which appears 
on the basis of all our investigations and study ·of the literature 
to he a reasonable estimate. 

In its 1993 update, ORG noted: 11Going by the present trend, 
by thetui•nofthe twenty-firstcentm·y, the actual number of child 
workers in the country is expected to increase by about 50 p erce~t 
in rural areas and by over one hundred percent in urban areas. 1 

Basic Causes of Child Labor 

1. Poverty. In India, where one-fourth or more of the world's 
child labor population lives and toils, the reasons for child labor 
have been the subject of endless debate. Clearly one of the reasons 
for its persistence at a time when most countries have ended or 
seriously shrunk the child labor population is the grinding poverty 
of miUions of India's peasants whose lives constitute a cycle of 
hopelessness. Poverty breeds ignorance, which in turn perpetuates 
poverty. Parents with no security except the hope that children 
will care for them in old age have lai·ge families. "More hands 
equals more income" is an age-old myth widely believed among 

. India's poor. Yet, each generation of poverty-stricken, illiterate 
children becomes the next generation of sickly, poverty-stricken 
and illiterate adults who regenerate their family's poverty by 
producing large numbers of children in the vain hope of escape. 
But escape through this route never happens . 

11 Opcrations Research Group, 1993, Foreword, p. 1. 
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More important than the simple fact ofpoveJ"ty is the 
lf class and caste among India1s poor. Most of India's 
rs are members of nsche.rl.uled Castes,'1 11Sched uled 
.· other discriminated minorities. As Dr. Mahaveer 
1r of the National Labor Institute's Child Labor Cell, 

lative socio-economic status of various demogmphic 
uticularly of the 'stigmatized' groups, hna remained 
:ss unaltered. This is reflected in the existing power 
(i.e. social, economic and political) in our socioty 

not much different from what it waa in the early 
Independence. Similarly, the level of social con-
is among a Jarge section of our population and the 
family status of children and women have not 
This paradoxical situation (paradoxical in the sense 
:1.g this period, several aspects of our economy have 
while some other crucial elements have remained 
l) has created a number of complex problems of a 
nature and strange dimensions, particularly in 
dia. The problem of child labor is one of the bf 
)f this kind of development process in our society. 3 

urther points out that 11 the existence of the capitalist 
duction has segmented the urban Jabot· markets{~ 
ich child labor as a stigmatized group fits well." 
mization without reform of traditional structures of 
td occupational discrimination exacerbates economic 
.nd creates new opportunities for exploitation of child 
ments of the newly-urbanized labor force which can 

ttled" casces and tribes are those social groupings which have 
by Indian law as disadvantaged by vjrtue of !heir identity, and 
.signed various quotas in education and public service. 
:lives on Child Labor in India", paper presenled to Orientation 
bor/FaclOI)' l~ctors on Child Labor, March 23-30, l994, (Child 
ltional Labor lnstitute, Noida,) p. 4. 
7. 
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be ~ontrolled through the surviving traditionai structures of op­
pression. 

What Dr. Jain describes with regard to urban child labor 
operates even more severely in the rural areas, where landlees­
ness, debt bondage and matginalization of stigmatized groups 
continues unabated. Whilo the number of bonded laborers is not 
certain (I{ailaeh Satyarthi of tho Bonded Lnhor Liberation Front 
estimates that about one-fifth of all child lnborors, or over ten 
million, are in some form of bondage) it is almost exclusively a 
phenomenon of the oppressed castes, tribes a,nd minorities. 
Children are pledged ns security for debts to landlords or factory 
owners that can never be repaid on the earnings of the parents; 
sometimes this continues for generations. Children interview-ed 
for this report who had been freed from bondage sometimes 
indicated that they were born bonded, and that their fathers were 
also bonded, for reasons they did not know. 

In the 1993 ORG study of child labor in selected ind us tries. 
socio-economic background studies ofhouseholde with child labor 
revealed a disproportionate number of child workers from 
Scheduled Castes1 Scheduled Tribes and other 11backward castes," 
to use the unhappy phrase current in Indian social discourse. The 
results of this survey are displayed in Table II. A similar set of 
findings on the caste/community background of bonded -labor (not 
limited to child bonded labor) was published in 1989. {See Table 
III.) 
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:..E II. REUGIOUS AND SOCIAL BACKGROUND 
OF CHILD LABORERS (By Industry) 

Religion Social Cotcgory 

Hlnd11 Mll'.ililll Chri.~t•n SC ST one ()jbcrs-
• 

~ 11 J99 - - - 410 

436 61 - 246 - 122 132 
I 

432 60 - 186 4 227 75 

51 7 7 - 40 42 120 322 

448 31 16 J8j 8 212 90 

482 6 2 200 3 280 7 

176 290 1 154 - 195 I 18 

• 81 408 - 16 - 370 101 
d 

:II 17S 285 - 62 46 67 285 

duled easies, ST = Scheduled Tribes. OBC = Other Backward Castes; 
hides Muslims. Christians, unless they are classified under SC, ST. etc. 
:l. CJriid labor In Diff erenr Industries: ConsolidoJed Report. I 993. Table 3. 

Nature and Scope of Child Labor I S 

TABLE ID: CO:Ml\,ffJNITY/CASTE DISTRIBUTION OF 
BONDED LABOR(%) (BY STATE) 

State SC ST one Cmte Muslim ChristiaJ.. 
llln.tlu 

Andhra 69.5 17.R 9.9 0 .9 1.9 0.0 
Pradesl1 

Dilmr 80.7 9.9 6.2 0.0 2.5 0.0 

Gujal'at )2.8 62.2 1.7 1.7 0 .0 0.0 

Karnn1ak11 64, 7 9,6 1.7 6.0 0.0 0.0 

M11dhya 31.2 52.8 9.0 6.0 0.0 0.0 
Pradesh 

Mal1arashtra j0.0 43.1 0.0 6.9 0.0 0.0 

Oriss11 61.S 34.9 0.'J 0.4 2.9 0 .0 

Rajasclmn 58.8 25.0 12.2 2.7 o.o 0 .0 

Tamll Nadu 90.0 0.0 7,8 0.0 0.0 1.4 

Ultar 74.0 0.9 14.2 7.5 7.4 0.0 
Pndesh"' 

All India 61.S 2S.1 6.9 2.2 2.6 0.1 

SC =Scheduled Castes, ST = Schedule Tribes, OBC = Olher Backward Castes 
•Uuar Pradesh figures add up to 104 %, but authors were unable to correct the original. 
Source: S.K. Tribathy. Child Labor in India (New Delhi: Discovery Publishing 
House, 198~) p. 87. Cites National Survey on the Incidence of Bonded Labor. 
quoted in ISi Report on Child Labor 1986. 
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Musl~m sisters in Nagpur. aged 6 to 16, roll 20,000 
se•st1cks per day for less than $1.65 totaf income. 

Nature a11d Scope of Child Labor 17 

8. Distorted Development. The third major reason why child 
labor is perpetuated in certain regions in India has to do -with 
development schemes which put certain populations at risk. or 
the blocking of such schemes where they might relieve the 
conditions of people who are sending their children into industries 
nearby. There is some evidenco that, in the case of the Sivakasi 
area of Tamil Nadu, politically powerful match factory ow-ners 
have blocked development schemes to provide irrigation ior 
farmers in the region in order to sustain the 11surplua child labor0 

. 

population due to endemic drought. Sivakasi liel;l in a drought~ 
prone area, which is ideal for match-making, but harsh for 
farmers. 

1'he abject poverty of the people, coupled with uncultivable 
)and, forces the workers to accept minimal wages for their 
employment in the match industries. People's dependence 
on this income and their readiness to accept it provides the 
employers the opportunity to f~ploit the labor by paying low 
wages to get the work done. 
Smitu Kothari, a social activist who hus investigated the condi­

tions in Sivakasi since 1983, told Myron Wcinor from the Mas­
sachusetts Institute of Technology that child labor in the area 

''is the result of development. We ha,•e a policy that makes 
it impossible for people to be absorbed in the labor force. 
Government neglected to develop irrigation in the Sivakasi 
area, so it rnmains poor and the children inevitably become 
laborers.n 
According to Kothari, various proposals for irrigation schemes 

in the district were rejected by; the.government ''because employers 
do not want to develop the region si~ce they want to be able to 
employ local people at low wages.111 

15ch.ild Labor Cell, National.Labor lnstilute, Cllil.d Labor in rhe Ma.tch 
Industry of Sivakasi, 1993, p. 10. 

16Myron Weiner, The Child and the State /11 Jnd1'a, (Princeton. N. J.: 
Princetgn University Press. 1991) p, 44. 
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ihese, an advocate before the Indian Supreme Court 
folly argued a landmark 1991 case on the constitution­
.uca.tion, told the authors this pattern persists in other 
11 , A forthcoming study of his, due to be published in 
)4, \\'ill document, he noted; the same politically 
s in development schemes elsewhere. For example, 
District of Bihar State, a predominantly tribal area 
t drought-stricken district in the country, u huge dam 
that drains water out of the district for use in non­

elsewhere. On paper there are o numbet· of inigation 
he district, but Verghese notes that in reality not one 
Uon project has been built. 'l'hia turns Palamau district 
ltlent a.rea for child labor in carJ)et factol'ies in nearby 
3Bh state. 
.bad. near Agra, where glass is manufactured involving 
sands of child laborers, chiJdren come primarily from 
!aate and Muslim families that have been blocked from 
1d in land reform schemes, Verghese also expressed 
at the controversial Narmada Rivet• Dam project. 
,y the World Bank wm cause a vast increase of child 
: the children of the tens of thousands of tribal families 
displaced by the dam. 

Lption and Comp1aoency. Interacting with these 
.ctors is official neglect and worse. 'fhc ORG study in 
ncompromising in its charges of official misconduct:· 
ousness, almost borde1·ing on sadism, on the part of 
t officials is the mfJn reason for the exacerbation of 
gs of child labor". 
11forcement oflaws prohibiting and/or regulating child 
to many causes in addition to callousness. Enforce­

ided by law!:!; some inspectors enforce the Factories 
enforce the Child Labor Act. The National Labor 

~hild Labor Cell, carrying out seminars on child labor 

lllmary of ORG Report, p. 3. 
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for enforcement officials, discovered that many inspectors are 
simply uninformed about laws outside the narrow scope of those 
they are charged to enforce. 

Further. corruption is rampant. Surprise inspections are seldom 
carried outj inspectors tend to be treated roya1Jy by factory owners 
nnd to thrive on the side benefits. Dr . .Jain's staff noted that, 
unlike the staff of tho National Labor Institute, most enforcement 
officials attending their seminars own their own automobiles. 

'rho lack of enforcoment is indicated by the fact that until 1994 
the1·e had not been n single conviction under the Child Labor Act 
of 1.986. 

5. Lack of Education Requirements and Facilities. According 
to Professor Weiner, however, the most basic cause of child labor 
is the failure of the education system in India. Education is not 
compulsory, For millions of Indian children, education is simply 
unavailable. Even where schools exist, teachers have often not 
been assigned. Where they have been assigned, they are fr~q ue_ntly 
not teaching or are so poorly prepared that there 1.s little 
educational content. And where they are teaching, textbooks, note 
pads, slate boards and other supplies aro in short supply. I~ some 
cases, as we discovered on Olll' pilgrimmage through back v1.llages. 
the teachers who are assigned by the government do not even 
speak the local language of instruction. 

These deficiencies are most pronounced in areas of great 
poverty, or of deprived caste or min01ity population concentration. 
The government, which has ~quipped India with ~ome of the_ most 
advanced research facilities in the world, gives httle attent1.on to 
basic primary education for the masses. 

The result is that a ,,ery low percentage oflndia1a school-aged 
children are attending school. While no reliable national statistics 
are available (M:inistry of Education statistics are notoriously 
unreliable since they are the product of layers of estimates, each 
one gener~ted by bureaucrats needing to show high enrollment 
at h.is/her level) surveys conducted in Uttar Pradesh and 
Karnataka show a dropout rate by the fourth grade of" 60 to 65 
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I · For the dropouts, and for the mostly poor and 
-caste children who never enroll in school, work is the 
-ntly-available alternath•e·. 

,rt Promotion. FinalJy, in recent years, a new impetus 
bor has appeared, the promotion of export industries. 
1e Shah oflran banned child labor in the carpet industry 
1try. This caused a great decline in the Iranian share 
~rnationaJ carpet market which India moved quickly 
. In 1976, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi inaugurated 
raining center for child weavers under the auspices of 
dia Handicrafts Board. By 1980, India's share of the 
~ of carpets had increased significantly. 
onally, carpet weavers were mostly adults and their 
cated in the Kashmir area; however the rush to produce 
1d greater numbers of carpets for an expanding world 
the late 1970s and 1.980s led to a basic shift in the labor 
r this industry. Increasing numbers of children were 
, as the locale for producing Kashmiri carpets expanded 
raditional areas of the north to eastern Uttur Pradesh 
Varanasi, Jocat;ed near poverty-stricken regions of Bihar 
,a states with a huge "labor surplus" of exploitable 

ar move is underway today in the silk industry. Targeted 
th industry by India's newly export-conscious govern­
iculture and silk weaving have developed rapidly in 
1rs in rural Karnataka state and elsewhere. World Bank 
·e bankroJled the process; -children have provided the 
1f this new work force. 
mstone industry provides another example. A significant 
India's gemstones are imported as rough stones, polished 
tborand exported as faceted jewels. While traditionally, 
tone industry was based on native products, in recent 
as relied almost exclusively on imported goods. Why to 

1cr, 1991, p, 71-74. 
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India for polishing and export? Cheap, exploitable child labor 
trainable by a large core group of master gem-polishers. 

The same could be said of cashew processing in Kerala. India 
grows a small portion of the cashews it producos and exports; most 
come from Africa, But Indian child labor is readily available for 
the labor-intensive process of shelling and pucking. 

Building on poverty, caste prejudice, officio.I noglect, corruption 
and the failures of the education system, Indin's gro'Wing export 
orientation adds one more pressure to tolor.atc nnd foster, rather 
than aJleviate and eliminate, child lnbor. Without intervention> 
children will continue to be sacrificed at the altar of the "national 
interest." 

Review of Literature on Child Labor in India 

The authol's identified a significant number of studies consisting 
of ILO reports, industry or regionn.l sample surveys. reports 
commissioned by the Government oflndia but conducted by private 
organizations, and a handful of books and al'ticles from various 
journals and magazines. (For the fuH list of sources reviewed, 
please see the bibliography at the end of the book.) Regional and 
industry-specific case studies, authored by Indian institutes or 
by independent Indian scholars, comprise the bulk of the 
literature. A number of them were conducted in 1979 or shortly 
thereafter in 1-esponse to the U.N.'s promotion of the International 
Year of the Child. Consequently, their time span is some"\.vhat 
narrow. 

This literature is extensive but provides, at best, a snapshot 
of the magnitude, causes, and consequences of child labor in India­
Despite the existence of a numbe1° of particular sectoral or regional 
studies, comprehensive data and substantive analysis are in short 
supply.The case studies provided enough information to construct 
a Child \Vorker Profile Table comparing age, wages, hours, and 
family background information on those surveyed. The table was 
somewhat difficult to construct because of inconsistencies in the 
presentation of data among the various studies. 

Extensive field research brought perspective to the findings 
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~ratm·e, the quantitative and qualitative limitations of 
: discussed below. In general, while they Jacked element.a 
hensiveness, consistency and analysis which would have 
:m more valubable for.- our purposes, they provided an 
foundation for Harvey's field research. Each author 

. to have made a strong effort to acquire and report as 
brmation as possible . under cfrcumefonces that often 
or only partial data to be uncovered. 
itativeAspects. With the exception ·of one comprehensive 
ommissioned in 1980 and P,Mblished in 1983 by the 
ns Research Group in Baroda, 2 every case study focused 
le city, neighborhood, or industrial district or on a g1·oup 
ed industries. Research methodology was vfrtually 
for each study and consisted of surveying a sample group 
~s and/or child laborers numbering anywhere from one 

to over one thousand subjects. Data was collected 
casual interviews with child workers, parents, and, in 
1es, employers, and presented in a series of tables. 
;se there is eo little national data on the incidence and 
f'Indian child labor, researchers have been forced to rely 
1981 census data as a comparative base for their studios. 
tlted in several problems. First, datacoJlection techniques 
1 mimic those for the census and findings rarely extended 
:ummary demographic information regarding the child 
)Ulation itself. For example, several studies emphasized 
; on family debt, family income, child labor contributions 
' income, and number of families living below the official 
line. Too often, these statistics were presented in a way 
ivertently may lead readers to conclude that poverty is 
cause of child labor in India when, in fact, poverty is 

1atic of the political and socio-economic conditions that 
:1.te child labor. For the most part, these causes are not 
1ed by the studies we examined. 
id, some of the studies unintentionally lent credibility to 

K, Khatu, A. K. Tamang and C, R. Rao, Worki11g Children in 
t, cit. 
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some of the child labor myths originating f1·om faulty census data, 
particularly myths regarding male/female child labor ratios. 
Census results lead to the conclusion that male child workers 
outnumber femaJe child workers when, in fact, the opposite is true. 
The gross underestimation of female child workers results from 
a failure to examine those children who are not w-orking in 
registered factories and workshops, as well as those who are not 
engaged in 11economically productive" work. Female children are 
the least likely to earn wages or to work outside the home. 
Although several of the case studies emphasized family labor, they 
were primarily baaed on child labor that could be witnessed and 
documented t.hrough interviews. The male/female ratios were 
invariably skewed and few studies contained any qualifying 
statements to correct the resulting misperception. 

Thircl, except for the individual industry studies, the literature 
provided few detailed occupational breakouts of child labor. Most 
were more likely to offer broad-brush estimates of children working 
in the service, manufacturing, and agricultural sectors because 
this method allows for comparison with similar census data. A 
few studies Jisted the various occupations in which the children 
were engaged but provided no corresponding figures. 

Fourth, while the survey methods and topics were fairly con­
sistent, the data they yield is presented in such differing ways 
t.hat it is consequently difficult to piece the findings into a more 
comprehensive comparative analysis. The attached Worker Profile 
Table represents our best attempt to pull together some of' the 
findings. 

On the whole, the quantitative data is best used for reaching 
broad conclusions regarding wages, hours, and incidence of child 
labor, and for identifying problem areas for further statistical 
study. Areas recommended for further study include: physiological 
and psychological effects ofchild)abor, nationwide industry-specific 
studies, and gender-specific studies, and labor law enforcement 
studies. 

Qualitative Asped;s. The text in most studies was primarily a 
descriptive summary of the data. However, these studies provide 
enough case-specific narrative to support assumptions that t~e 
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lion cifindian children for profits is systematic, pervasive, 
ntransigent feature of an old agrarian feudal order that 
n successfully transferred. to the manufacturing sector. 
, the studies covered enough regions to conclude that child 
Jblems are similar thoughout most of India and that some 
scan, therefore, be applied universally. At the snmc time, 
investigating possible solutions are painfully few in the 
:-e, except for those w hiGh address rehabi1itation efforts 
to individual children. Only one study (of the carpet 
1) provided analysis of the industry's infrastructure and 
ontributes to furthering child labor. 
,ugh the reports provide the only information available 
. conditions, the findings in this regard are incomplete 
they lack detail and are based on child1·en who, on the 

1ave been interviewed at the work site, and thus cannot 
eely. Several of the surveys elicit "yes and no" responses 
tgjobsatisfactiona.nd abuse by employers. Not surp1·ising­
Jlaints registered in this area were minimal. Actual 
:e of abuse is difficult to gauge among children who live 
ftheir employers. 'fhe degree to ,vhich efforts wet·e made 
e interviews in a less fearful environment is uncertain. 
;h risks and conditions are covered by several studies but, 
te findings are based primarily on responses from childreh 
in no position to determine the physical and mental toll 

on them by their work, and with a minimum of 
ating information from health professionals. Most children 
11e to articulate health problems beyond complaints such 
and pains in their joints, breathing difficulties, persistent 
g, or cuts and burns. Not surprisingly, studies tended to 
the same complaints regardless of region or industrial 
le ca.me across only one in-depth medical study addressing 
,eavers in Mirzapur-Bhadohi. 
; from summaries ofpaat legislation, there is a particularly 
[ng absence of information on the role of local, state a.nd 
I government in exacerbating, preventing or regulating 
1or. Although it is abundantly evident that enforcement 
abor laws is severely Ia.eking, there was litt]e investigative 
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research into why and few interviews with government officials. 
Also lacking was a systematic study of judicial efforts to seek 
prosecut.ion of violators, which might have surfaced a better 
understanding of the structure of neglect and collusion among 
factory owners and regulators. 

Finally, only a few industry-specific caso studies have been 
made, predominantly in the carpet, gemstones, glass, brass and 
silk handloom industries. Several industries in which the authors 
found significant Jevela of child labor have not been studied yet 
in India. These include furniture, shoes, and silk thread, among 
others. A few industry-specific studies focus on industries of little 
export significance to the United States, including bidi-m.aking 
and matches. Abuse in these industries is so egregious that we 
have included them in this study in spite of their current negligible 
export status. This is particularly true of the match and fireworks 
industry. 

'!'ables IV A, Il, C and D, on the following pages summarize the 
major findings of the individual case studies. 
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melling brass plate in Moradabad (from NLI, 
ild Labor In the Brassware Industry) 

ieath.1150 Other occupational hazards are listed by 
n.s Research Group 1993 report: 
n engaged in brassware molding have to sit in 
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a particu)ar position for 6 to 7 hours continuously. 1'hey sit 
with bended lenses (sic) and only feet specially toes and heels, 
touch the land with the result the blood circulation be hind 
lenses is affected. That is why children complain of persistent 
pnin in their Jegs after working for 2-3 ycar.q. The area around 
ankles become very thin. Those who ttro engaged in polishing 
auffer from 1-espirato1-y disease been use of inhaling of particles 
of acid.61 

The vast majority of child laborers in brnssware ar.e from Muslim. 
families, whose parents work also in U1g brassware industry. Almost 
nU the families were totally illiterate. 2 Children work 8-10 hours 
per dny with one dny off per week, usually Friday. Average income 
per child was Rs.174.22 per month (US$5.26) in 1993. About 10.56 
percent of children wcro unpaid workers, 21.62 percent of workers' 
month)y income was less than Rs.100; 37.62 peroent earned between 
Rs.100-200 per month and 16.51 percent earned between Rs.200-

53 300, 
No studios have been conducted on the copper industry, which 

is engaged in several locations in Tamil Nadu and elsew-here in 
the production of statuary and icons for export. However, the 
processes are similar, and the temptations for child labor 
involvement are the same: exploitable, cheap, and controllable 
workers who wiU put in long hours without complaint . 

2. Hand-knotted Carpets 

Although carpets rank a distant third among exports to the 
U.S., it is the single most researched industry regarding employ­
ment of child labor. The top five carpet export products to the 
U.S. are either hand-loomed, hand-knotted or hand-hooked, and 
all involve child labor. A 1992 Mirzapur study estimated that child 
labor accounts for approximately 26 percent of profits. A reputation 
for unscrupulous recruitment of village children and a comparatively 

51 oRG, Child Labor In Differe111 Industries, 1993,op. cit,, p. 66 . 
52oRG, ibid. , pp. 21-22. 
53 · ORG, 1993, p. 56. i§J 
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T.ABLE VIII~ Carpet. Industry \Vorl{ 

OS STAGES IN THE CARPET MAKING PROCESS 
OWING WHERE Cllll.,DREN ARE EMPLOYED 

:heep re.a ring ClllMren & Adults 

:basing of Woof Adulcs 

~ to M1mufaclurer Adulcs 

teing of Wool Children & /\dulls 

aking of balls Women & Chi!drcn 

of loom & placing of Adults 
kabli on top 

Weaving Children & Adults 

loming of carpet Adults 

Binding Children & Adults 

Washing Children & Adults 

Clipping Children & Adults 

Packing Children & Adults 

Jpta & Voll, Young Hands at Work: Chi/ti l.obor in India 

:e of bonded child labor ha,re attracted social activists 
searchers to the industry. Virtually all carpets are 
~xport eithe1· by state-owned or privately owned export 
?W Delhi and Bombay. 
exception of Andhra Pradesh, weaving centers are 
oughoui Northern India as shown in the map on page 
r-Bhadohi, Varanasi, and Jainpur in Uttar Pradesh 
: most productive centers. This region is often referred 
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r.o as the "carpet belt" because it produces 80 percent of carpets 
and employs more workera than any other loca) industry. The 
Jammu-Kashmir region produces about 6 percent of carpets and 
employs about :m percent of the state's working population ( 40 
percent of which are children.) The production units that. pepper 
the uutskirta of Jaipur, Rnjasthan are known to employ child labor 
as well. 

Hlstory. C.m·pets provide an interesting case study in the link 
between thild labor and government sponsored exports pron.1.otion. 
ln<lian carpets first took off as an export induatry .. in 1975 when 
Iranian carpets lost significant export.market. shares. It is widely 
l>eliovod that Tran forfeited its competitive edge when economic 
restructuring banned female and child ]a bor, forcing up wages. 
Presented with a window of opportunity, the Indian government 
set out to capture the unclaimed shares through export promotion 
programs that included low-interest lotms, deforred payment on 
supplies, export credits, and training programA to attract young 
weavers. 

Undet· the purview of the All India Handicrafts Board and State 
Export Corporations, these training centers developed into low-cost. 
production units employing children as young as six who were 
pnid nothing more than a. monthly stipend. By 198 l 30,000 children 
below age 15 were laboring at 600 government sponsored training 
centers. Export volumes rose nearly five-fold from 1974 to 1983 
and have remained an important source of foreign currency ever 
since. Today India ranks among the top carpet exporters worldwide. 
and the Iranian experience continues to be raised as an argument 
against the abolition of child labor in India. 

ProductionSyst.ern Widely dispersed production protects the 
industry from labor laws applying only to registered factories in 
the formal sector. Intense public scrutiny has alao caused the 
industry to "burrow underground."' Indeed, carpet production has 
become so fragmented in recent years that it is virtually impossible 
to 1·egulate. In addition to the scattering of loom sheds to 
increasingly rural areas, specialized workshops have emerged for 
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dyeing, and other finishing tasks. In Varanasi only five 
production occurs in registered factories. Instead, infol'mal 
[cally employ less than 1() people. 
cimately 2,000 export houses (primarily in Bombay and 
mopolize the carpet industry and cater to consumer 
n the U.S. (the largest market), Germany, and Great 
here is no direct contact between exporters and weavers. 
control the industry by commanding capital flow through 
· commissioned agents reaching all the way to the village 
he case of ruraJ production units, there may he as many 
3rmediaries between the e::xporter and the weavers. In 
-ith feudal traditi9n, it is the politically influential, land.­
ass (with no tradition of carpet weaving) that figm·es 
tly among middlemen and loom-shed owners. Child labor 
r B. N. Juyal :refers to these individuals as "carpetee1·s." 
sing an export order typically occm·s as follows: 
'Jorterifnarw,facturerpmvides export orders, designs, raw 
and Joans to a variety of small-scale loomowners. 'fypical­
:i.re several middle-men between the exporter and the 
er. 
lm owner andhr agent executes the order by recruiting 
iring and delivering supplies, and delivering the finished 
> the exporter. In return, he exacts a commission ft·om 
.tributed·to weavers on behalf of the exporler. 
1.ster weaver overaees the production process. He may 
. wot·ker, self-employed, or own a family-run operation. 
3 as much as 26 percent commission from child weavers 
Jnder him. Contrary to popular belief, 70 percent of 
re hired Jabo1· and are not working for their own families . 
,alf are migrants from other states or regions. 
ueauers are typically male, and usually began as a child. 
come from a traditional carpet-weaving family (usuaUy 
Jr may have begun as a hired migrant worker. The 
work as hired labor and do not own looms. The ad ult 
rns piece-rate income based on square yards completed. 
mr, earnings average approximately Rs.349 a month, 
percent of the average wholesale cost to the foreign 
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Bonded carpet workers In Mirzapur district. (From 
Slavery International, Children in Bondage) 
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One 4' X 6'. carpet of moderately fine 
vers about 24 days to complete. Non­
:avers may spend ten days a month 
>m owners also loan money to adult 
e worker to his employer and prevent­
:vages elsewhere. Entire villages may 
immediate employer. 

usty. Child labm· is involved at almost 
including pre-J)rocessing for weaving 

tween 300,000 and 500,000 children 
in the industry, a hll'ge percentage 
rly 80 percent of children are engaged 
er common tasks for children include 
ng, knotting, cutting, washing, and 
re documented in Table VII. 
predominantly male. 'l'raining begins 
J of one year or more at approximately 
han study indicated thnt children of 
un knotting as early as age five, and 
::iom every day. After about one year, 

rity of children are not trained in 
"hired" in the informal sector either 
ily-owned business located in their 
tg centers were reportedly cut back 
parents were removing their children 
;hem in the centers where they receive 
nds became an end in itself, testimony 
:i longterm economic investment in 
:or survival in the short term. Other 
to be sending their own children to 
. other children to work their looms. 
. the Mirzapur district 'interviewed 
rease in dropout rates and a decrease 
. which they attributed to the training 
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· conters. 'l'he Rajasthan Government stiJI runs a training cente-r 
whel'e children toil approximately six hours a day and are paid 
very little. Theil· carpets are sold through the Rajas than Export 
House. 

\Vages. Child carpet weavers falJ into one of the Collowing five 
categories; 

* unpaid children working on family looms; 
111 unpaid children working with adult family wage-e arners; 
·h hired children working as unpaid apprenctices; 
* wage-earning hired children. 
* unpaid child1·en in bonded conditions, either kidnapped or 

"purchasorl'1 from families . 
A1though children typically acquire knotting/weaving skills within 

six months, the transition from unpaid apprentice to paid wage 
earner ia totally arbitrary und may be drawn out fol' several years. 
Like adults, children arc paid f)Ol' square yard. This piece-rate 
payment system inducea children to wodc long hours. ignoring . 
their fatigue. Wages are cut for alight defects or if the carpet fails 
to sell. Children who receive food and clothing from their employers 
have it deduct.ad from their wages. In addition, 15 percent of looms 
arc idle and 50 percent underutilised at any given time bee a use 
of delays in work order and supplies. 

Worl{ oonditions. Poor work conditions abound in carpet loon1 
sheds. Potable water often is unavailable. Children work in damp 
pita situated in the middle of the loom. These pits may stay filled 
with water during the monsoon season. Food is woefully inadequate:_ 
a few chapatis; _onions, and salt. It is a common practice in the 
industry to keep child workers hungry so they will stay awake 
and v,mrk longer hours. Children sleep on the ground next to their 
loom or in cramped rooms next to the shed. Often, they are expected 
to perform extra work for which they are not paid, in.eluding 
domestic chores and running personal errands fo1· the owners. After 
working ten or eleven hours a day, they must clean out the shed 
and set up for the next day's work. Reports of severe beatings 
and even torture are common. One study showed 30 to 35 percent 
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;~ui~~::j~~-what 9Iristi~s came- ·to rCgard as alien ~d )nti-
18 mun P7 crusades, w~~teVer th~ i!J:i~cdiaie cal:lSe of.them, w_as 
ae-;,w uo11e1y this attitude towardsJslam , at its coiC. The bated Turk. 
pies J'?unr ,he climinate'd lock, ·stock and1 ,barrel. "Subterranean 

.ates do tend to sudacc, pushed up by circumstances and 
Sa1Z1Ue~l dh · tili. ' .. •n:,llll<o e o~c -~s _, t,te~: ~ .. . . · _·_, _ · . _, _ I 
-oJ or"ugh hjghly mcompatlb1e ~th the l!lod•m liberal outlook ( of I 

·.rv,tbe West and ~estcm.demoaacy ·is_. the_ best example) and , 
-oJ • _:ism, th~ unfotrimatc '1act is-that the .West ·'!"rucli is prcdo·mi- , 
,.,,u, Cbristian·'and 'the fslamic·· world. of today ,"l'e d_angcrously , 
Joq11i~part. And unless . the newly . ..fuelled. Wcstcni fcaL- of ( · 

::::~cntali~t . isl"?' 'is ~an,gc~. it\lO'~·. ~ttj1:'/ile' of- conciliati~iJ 1 

yJed: out wifb scnou_s _d,P,[omatl~ and political_ ~fforts made by t)!e : · 
/ t, an eventual bloody, conflict can_n<it J:>c vihJllr ruled 9ut. I 
· This may sound too alannis! but maY. be in,evitablc ·if the West . 

or.1ists in its present_ ~ttitude to Islam. F~r the West, by die way, (let : 
verybody be warned), the ~<idivjiling Muslim fundamentalists and : · 
nodcratcs is gcjtjng ~crc~gly biurred, :and ·Muslims as a whole I 

community seem· to bafe· become a target: ot the ,secular West; ·; 
Muslims -otlicr than fundamentalists .are forced to ·concludc. From : 
Algeria, to.Iraii ,and siidan.anitm~cfi-o( Egypt th~ West's fear ·anci ; 
-·- · -· -- _ ,._ .. ., ___ ,u._ _ •tt--.,_ . _ _ • . ---~-.J....-- --· .. · •·• ' ..... 

Smce.1975 the InternatlonaJ Year 
1 

14 million of these' women will die. n~s ~o~lwidc dropped fro~ 12:S for access by all women to maternity enough time to get in to the train. I I Iraq which is a no match fol" the 
1 

a~d Decade of ":'omen and. the re-
1 
~ Actually "the problems of w~me'n, ; per ~nt m 1975 to 10. l per ccnt 10 , leave, matenial health care, family I It is '..bowe.ver, o~_rved that the mi~!Y U~A is being subjected- to 1 

levant Co~fe .. rences fo_llo_Wing. ,the i are not . different from . country to , ; 1993; _A_s of November 1993 there planning, nlltrition .and_ education Bangla alphabet sometimes creates 1 • continuous eco11omic sanction for an '. 
year there lS mcre3:5ed _is awareness ! country or regiQn to region~ Tliey , 

1 
were~ ~tx ren:iaJe beads ~f government and to increase national health confusion in hearing while the tr3inS..:° 

1 

ind~fi~tc 11Criod at the cqst of untold 
thatw?menandt~irchild_rensstatus 1 only differ io. .intemity, . i~d only ~•ght of .the 184 member budgets. . halt at some stations. The anxious . ,suffenngs ·of the poor and . mal-
ha~e.a profo~ l.Dl~a!=t on the well- \\'.'~ AIWorke~, Women now r. :~\ates of the United Nations . b~d Governments arc asked.to develop1 and running passengers make flurry I 1nounshed Iraqis? / 
bemg of ~~lions. . · represent 41"per cent of all Vt'.Orkers ' .. women permanent representatives. incentives for the provision of ·child \ _iil gCtting intq. tbe train and. run to I Iraq has expiated heavily for her 

The. Bei110g conf~re~ce will assess.j ih developed coUiltriCS and _}4 . r ; ,; Women's representation a.t the care anQ to start cam ai s for ·e ual I and for to find the desucd bogie The auack. on ~uwait Moreover, Kuwait 
bow ~e 1985 N~obt ~nfcrence I\. ce;ot worldwide. Women still eam':n 1 '78b_inet lev~l is ~ess t~3:11 -half that in · sharing of do_mestic• ~es~nsibilitlcs. j sign-board lS not always _ready to ' ; bas be~o liberated an~ Baghdad h~ , 
themes have fared~ the ~ght of the r aV~rage 30 to 40 l)Cr cerit less than :·o~bonal legisl.auve bodies. 100 ~wi- t The percentage of women in li- \ help._ J?assengen t~ouglt m1sta~e en- reco~d the mdepcn?en~, I 
ch~oges the world has ~en_over the : 

1 
mcD fot co~parable work. There are ,-~ tnes ~o not tiave women in patlia- , tics and management is to b:°in- , ter· into other comp~mc~t too~ 1 sov~re1gniy .and_ 1he temtonal. ~~ 

past decade~. The Nmobi themes , many more. wonien· than mCn in I meat at_ all . It is _notable that, . the ·creased. There is a call for le ·slation · ~ven if any atfeodan\ is cUtked ~t ~be I tegnty of Kuwa_it. . .. , . _ 
_ were Equality, Developme!,)t. and l. lower.-paid jobs. -. · ;·.d~velopmg couotncs hav~ a better . ! to prevent violence against g:awooten , tu;n~ of hurry , the pronounetatlon ,W~ fee~ there 1s no Justificauon f~r 1 

Peace. ... . , · . i Women 1 are ~ otering .· non- ,} record . of . women's pa_rliameotary and eliminate female circumcision. gets confused-Ka or ~a, Cha or conh?uabon _ of the UN eco.nom1c , 
A:t Be1Jmg, delegates ~om _Umted traditional occupations in inCicasing ' ! ~eprese_nt~tion (12 per c.co9 than ~e . ~ - · eh.ha, Ta or Toa etc. ·and as such 1. ~an~_tio'\5_ agamst lr~q for t_he sake of 

Nations member countries will look , numbers. Most of the wonieo Still 1-. mdustnalized oations~(9 per cent). Stronpr Focus On Hwuii] ,- every ~aogla letter· creates some JUStJ.c~ _and . humaruty. • . · 
at recent trends affectm'g ,the status l wOrk m the infprmal sector with it's l . ~t the international level including Rights : Violence, rape, torture·, I confusion. It is mcntio'nablc ~J)at no I We would request the US leaders 
of women with an eye to the future . I insecure and frequently dangerous I ; Un!ted _Na hons, the situation re- humiliation, anger and anguish are railway engme pulls more than 20 for a change of heart and to treat the 
They ~ reYiew how women have working conditlons. Although the : ma.ms discouraging A.t ~e end of all too familiar to women aroUod the 1 

, passenger qogies at a tl.Dle . 1 Iraqis as the Genoans and Japanese / 
f~red to the areas of health, educa- - usually bear the costs of setting u; ! 11993, six of the most influential , world t3ut silence of the world com- TJiereforef I would like to suggest were treated after ~~~l~ -~ II 
t100, employment, family life , poli- l informal actJvitlcs, th~y often tum ! Jposttions ~ the Umted Nations sys- mu.Di~ 10 the face of women's rights I that the railway authority should / We would also request the US 
tics and human ngbts Dunng the ovCr lbe benefits to the male mem- [ item were held by women. The1 violations has been almost deafen- po.llder lbe facts aod look mto the leaders to kindly nor to rum the 
past 20 years, d1spanbes betw~en l be,-s of ttfe family. W,amen work /Secretary-General has committed 1 fog But we should remem~r that powbility of mtroducrng English I ! market economy With., trade 
men and women, n~rth and south, longer houn than menN,ut tbat is r:himself to achieve a 50-50 ratio of women's human nghts are the same alphabet A B C.D. 1:tc instead of l 1 embar 0 
rural and urbaa, nch and poor, / unrecorded undervalued or not ,. women ID professional posts by tbe as men's human nghts aad wtlhout Bangla. This may dispel the confu- , OH gK b' Dh·L• 
continue to concern women every I valued at all. r·year 2000 human degruty a human bemg 15 no sioo pf heanog and tdennfying the _ · :..- a 1!~ ~ ----~ 
where. Unfortunately, progress has i Women 1111d Po•~. Poverty Ip 1975, womca occupied 16 ~r different from an arumal I correct letters specifying the number , Freezmg Prospect 
oot been f~lt by women at all levels ~ One area where Womc~•~ ·S1tuano~ 1 cent of ~uch posts 10 the Umted Women;s human rigttts have also of railway compartment. S , _· 
of SOCICty, parttcula,ly at the grass h . [J Nations Sccretanat In June 1993 1t l d • • Md S H · I ir , · 
00'" 1 1 Th f th as taken a dramahc 'tum for the 1 31 3 

- Th . game lfiCl'easmg recogmnon m re- . aquee ussam, nstltute I According to a news Jtem earned 
r w eve e purpose o e coo- W . · was per cent ey how con.sa-1 · y I f C , hth Im I 
ference lS not to emphasize the dil- i worse. pmcn are li"!°g lo~ger and I! lute ro\Jghly 25 per cent of all civt- cent years . 10 eoce agamst women o ommuruty Op a o ogy, I . by you, ~cienllsts assert that -the i 

f~reoces, betwehn countries or re- 1 have less support from fa,milics, bus- ~- liaiis engaged m peacekeepmg opera- was not even menhooed 1D the 1979 Ph~,- ~hittagong. _: world is ~etting colder To us who ' 
gioos, but to use the diversity as a I ' bands and fathen ~ ~ due to a ·r tions , as opposed to 5 per cent in I convent.loo because It was not gender -- • -= . . are now s1mmcnng m the sweltenng I 
source of strength and uruty. All a,e \ general nsc ID male augtanon a! well , 1970 [ rccogruzed as • a human nghts ; Erad1caboif Of; tieat wave and spell of Cbaitra, ,1 
going to share their different cxpen- i i as overall unemployment tre~~; The '. In most dc.velopmg countries: problem. ' - - - . may seem increadible an amusmg; 
ences 1D order to take action for a , number of rural women livtn~ lD t women are the main providers of l . Womens non-governmental or'~a- Cor,rup,tion but - a survey of temperatures 
better world. : poverty nearly doubled over'thc past !,food, fuel and water for their families I ruzaboa (NGOs) attended the _199, f Sir throughout the world just completed 

The conference will focus on per- 20 years. Today wome9- consb.~te at ' and are now recognized as bemg at l World Conference on Human ngb~ - •- - has revealed the astooishmg informa-
SlStent problems common to women I l~~t 60 per cent of the ~rl~ s one , the forefront of envuonmental pre- m Vienna. A~ Vienna, women s It ~ needle! tQ --;_entioo that cor- i boo that the average temperature 
from all parts of the globe. A dis- 1 1 billion ~ poor• Pave~ 15 al.so servation efforts. 

1 
groups wc~e widely viewed as the ruption has become a natiQnal pro!> ' bas gone down around the world 

proportibnate number of women are apparent m the fact tha~_\herc arc It is by difinillon women centred as! best orgamzed and most influential lem lD our country Corruption is like I during the last fifteen years Saco-
. either unemployed or working in ibe I more and m_ore !emale headed well, because of the development I lD official P.roceedt~gs. Thf?ugb that a sort of drug ~ddictJon or ev'en tlsts will discuss and pebate the 

·irifonnal sector of the economy. En- . households .. About one fiftb of_. anJ., specialists who locus on the relations . conference, the Uruted Nations Con- worse than that. Because ID \he ' reasons for tbc . fall in that atmos-
viJOi/'Dcot;ll degradation is hitting : households a,c female headcd-)'lorl- .. betwcca women and. men in all fcrcnces on Environment and De- lonncr case an_ add1ct_ed person can : phcric temperature. While some be- \ . 
womc" ha,d. . . · dwidc -and the figure ,._ ris1Dg, . : areas. As such, Ibey will figure prom- / vclopmcnt ID Rio de Janc,ro and the be cured of· Im addic~on through \ lievc that the experiments wilh space 

~~olepcc against wo_i;neo while re- . ~ rural ~as of ~ca_ aD:~-.~heJ ine_ntly in the ass~smCDl.s. beiogt three preVIOUS world coof~renccs, j pro~r _trca!me!,)t, ~uc 10 the latter rockets ,and the ,fi:.e9uency t?f J>?Wer- \ 
ce1vmg gre~ter atten~on than ever : Cap.b~., the propo~o~ ~ higher. ~ undertaken for Beijing. . . . . wou:ien have. learned they ~n. ha~e ; case_ it ts absolutely ~able. -~r- \ fu1 jet supetsop1c aircraft and rock- ; 
before con_w,ucs and ID_ so_mc places I Accof!ling lo UNFl'A, wo~cn also Ii The gender perspective bas, an .. unpact nol only oa policrcs "I ' rupbo? destroys m~r-..lit_y of any kind I etcs flying at high altitudes may have 
bas mtcnsified. . _ , . 1 ~~f _up_ n~arly• half o! th~. _mt~- , ► ~e8dy an impact 00 thC rcstruttur- 1 !heir o':"° co~tn~, but also on and diverts taleni of a ~rson not I upset the deltcate beat·balance of the 

Education: EacGunpnc Tm,d,, : : tlooal uugra111 population. · , .· ing of the United Nations. In carty l 1Dtcmat1ooal leg,slatton. That ~!~o- towards the welfare·of_the country or globe; otlicrs guess that · aatµral 
_In .many• parts of the world, girl _M~y feJ!lale housebol~ hea~ arc 1993 a ne'W department was acated. ,

1 

lial will agam be ':1°1eas~ed at ~e11mg
1 

people but .to making fortune · of· , ca\1,SCS linked~ to the sun's activity 
children receive Jess education. less 1 ·migrant workers. ·These . '!~me_!l.l The Departmcrit for · Policy Coor: Co?lercnce, which comes after a ! on~•s own . .., It result -in misuse of may prove" to be the key factor 
food ~d less health...care t~an boys .. ) .. generally send. __ more money to: tbeul . dination and Sust,a'ini!,ble Develop- : s_enes of -mpre tha~ ~o decades. of ; national resources and thereby re- rCSponsi_ble for this. And the ~port· 
Accordipg to WHO, on~ s~h of~ : home th~~ mal~ couotetp~~- ment which i~ responsibilities tor \ work o~ human ngl:its, populabob tards the d~velopment proce.~.: of a I ance of the survey lies in the fact thal . 
fe~c infant _deaths in B~gladesb, ! Yet they ~nd.J~ -~~e~ _double triple overseeing t,he Beijing Conference is , ~nd social, developm~nt. I country, as is happening.to ours. The r the alterc~ atmosphoric SpcctrulD 
India and Palcis~ are~µ~ I~ neglect / or loudold,.~abon ~ct on . . supposed lo ensure integrated .de- I / The conkrcnce will also ~rk . a. problems_ bas reached a slage where, I retards plant growth and crop yields 
and ~ati<:>n. Children s health thetr sex. birth . place, ~~• _ and vel9pment through positive gender I ~cw st~ge m . the long process of I I ~ afraid any solu'-1.oD as suggested I and affects the _production of fodder 
andchild~ortalityratesare~tqed : , accep~ance_ of Jhe ~subord~~?JJ ~~ - : ~ias. . - , 1mprovmg the status of _women. 1 byHusneAraKhan(letterpublished 11 for animals. · · 
.much _more by a mother1s schooling ~ _03:tui:aJ. or meVJ~able. The E:I~ti,~,t·'. The 199S C'.onference will adopt _a 1 ~e~ -~~ - ~~-~~~~: -~~e~o~_s_!-:1~ I in these , column on 02.03.~5) can I -~at h~~eve~ int~gues ~s !°o.~~ .is J 
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• , ~=~~~, "Pia~: -~"J:;~0:-,:"1:.\"~ 1 ited Nation■· Confercnc:cS oii women : ' iolvc it 10 a great !extent. As ,ug- 1 whether this ·a1mo,,1 unpera:pnotc : 
'Ibll is where tile West ' sec:ma lo be. maklng two sctious' There Js Cl0IIClete proof that ■;aya. tho human rigbta ' of '1'0111Cn obstacles 10 women'• advancement I lhinlt lbc 1995 event will differ from ' gcstc~ by • her an honest top- j drop in temperature bas not any1hing· 

mistakes, or lhrce: (l)"the West'• encourageme~t of, and alignment i women's educalion leadl · 10 fewer . migrant worten and refupo, parti- recommend steps for overcoming / ill prcci-.s' in sigoificanr ways. : management of an organization can to do with human temperament. A t 

wi~, tbiJ!e stala that are I"'!' embarked on 'era<tication~ of j births, fewer infant dealba. More . • cuwly their vuhicrability 10 iexual them. Both that document and lbc In 1975, 1980.and 1985, certain poli- j help stop corruption. And ~o make · general tack of warmth in human I 
fundamen~Aliena being the moit Idling example' of the , women ht the formal labour force r ellJlloitatloi, •nil abuse, their tacit of i preparatory wort leading up10 the / tical issue< inDucna:d, even domin- , the top-management honest an of&<:- , rctati9ns is distressingly .. obvious 
democratic Wes~ contradiction. Algerian hlamislS had won• anr' and _ _grcatcr economic: powth. I accea10rcproductivebealthacrvia:■ ' Confcrcna: ·at ,the national and re-1 atcd, the discussions and decisions. er ~bo.uld be promot~d on the basis .these da.Y5 . Although the world 

MortllltJ SIii Too Hip : Aa:oni- 1 are now receiving increased r gional levels, are intended to mobil-J With recent devclopmcois, however, • of an anti-corruption report which · peace Which was once in tlic limelight 
·e1ection. Demoaacy liQd representative government would have · log, to UNICEP, 11 leut lialf I attention. • · iu.socicty to.moet the cballcnges and' there ii ~ new opportunity \o locus certifies •the honesty of a person. In due to cold war has been cold shout-
wrought • change in their style of human aru1 public relations. (ii) ! million women worldwide die each p Ii"--' I roads I demands -of the next century; . more especially OD gender issues. government organizations, promo- dered but cold blooded' murders 
The West's exclusionist behaviour in trade and a>mmerce can only year from compUcatiom due _to pre-, 0 Uf4l n , . The proposed a~oos wij! • have' But women will· put difterCnt emph- tion is mainly ~ased oti ACR / committed often and on, make our 

, : "help breed oio;.,_facton dividing the world into more hostile groups gnancy. Another 100,000 women die Women constituic a· minority in realistic and quantifiable targets . The asis and different priorities on the (Annual Confidcnt,al Report), aod blood cold. Someone is always giving. 
rathe_r than~ it. All this ~g)lt &0und very naive, but at the 1 u a result (?f unsafe abortiop. 300 the corridon of powCr and ~on- avera"ge women could either UDder- Jssues based , on where they · came ; in reality there are a number of •. col<l shoulder to someone else. In-

• • • 1 mi!~men _ workfwide ha~ · no making both nationall and intema- . take them lie~lf 0_1 -a.sit her litical fro~ the where_ they want to g . ' promoted officers w~ose -ACRs do j stead of en,couraging, we ar'e upbeat 
· · same ~ is perhaps inescapably true. • , • _ _ _ 

1 
• .. ...._ _ ______ - .. not _reflect any corrupt ictiviti~s but . in throwing COid water op the enthu-

, Muslim analyalS'of the Weatein response to ~a., Chechnya, J , 'W A •A11 · R , • bl " \ · . they _arc ~ot free of that. Moreover, I siams of others. When acquaintances I 
Algeria and Egypt a1so discover that in it there is much more than . _ ~ -- r_. e _ -. ~ __ e_ spons1. ~ -. , ~Uhi5'8Cb_v1ty takes place ID a.chain,/ · (othcr. t\lan distinguished dignitaries , 
meets ,the eye, The West had i:,etter take special note 1¥1 -~tal . _ . - .• - _ ~- . - ·.11 IS '°~~times found that any honest o[.counc)'cxpccl a warm welcome , 
elimination "~ any historical group ~ next 10 irnpoosible in IO!lay's I ' Dotson Rader- · · ' . offi'7r in· th_c tOP.•managemcnt of a all that they •get is cold greeting. 
world.- lndividual 'statea doing so, or global powon trying 10 \lo it, · • . --- ~ - - - ___ ,, . ' _. _ '-... ___ . - .~;_ __ _ ' dcp""°"_cnt IS transferred to another ! Indeed the world is getting colder 
may 6ad it hard to carry out. If it is. war you mean, those you 6ad QN a cbilly winter !"°ming; Hill- An Interview ,--Ith First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton so ha~c rcsponSl~ilitics., rm really) department of no . unportance, I atmospherically as well as emotional- , 

"' . ary Rodham Ointon: ·Tippcr , _ -=--=-.--:- . . -~ _, . _ - ·:---..- --;- ......, _ - ~•~e~ that both my parents , 1~ 1" Anol;ber suggesti~no_fferedbyh~t ! ly . lfweh·avcnomeansofcondition-
':l"W belplcss and powerles ·may 100D °!luip themselves with the '. Gore andJ were on the South Lawn, I take responsibility too. They have to I But, ulbmatcly, 11 bas to be the different ways, gave me tl)c support I to eradicate corruption IS the rccrwt- ing th'c atmospheric temperature and 
11!()1I powe~ inslr!'menlS of .war. t,,:ccu 10 the rele.viiit t,:c_hoofo• 

1 
about to.' enter • moto~de, when d~mand_ better _beh>?our,, startinf, entire co~lrJ'. taking n;s~bility and structure that I needed to de- men.I of can~datcs for the law cn- 1 preventing tbc world from. being 

gies hadJ,eco)De easier than.ever. So the Weal's present exclusion- the Prcaident of .lbc Uruted States with their!""' children. We ve '?.""'~ and _working ,n· partnership _with a vclop a se_nsc: of p_crwnal self-worth lon:m~ _aglmacs like !lie police, •~ti- turned into cold storage, is it beyond , 
ism and the design to isolate parts of the world (condemned as unexpcct~y came out of lbc White 1 • out ol 12 yean where lbc detcnora- pres,dent who docs not want de• and sccunl)'.." ' · · •·. • corruJ!tiOn etc. through a proper and I our power 10 make our hearts a little 
fundamentalist) ,is a wron_ g world policyand would e.nd up h,m;"; a 

I 
HoU&C dr~ in• blue jogging suit, i tion b:" ~!crated," she con~ucd, • n!•biJ!ty;. «.by desperately_ believes • "I've ,always believed," she added, · accurate assessment of_ moral cbarac-) . warm with friendliness 7 . 

•-- ~ and mit a~. He looked, well, i . ~g 1Dte':'5"IY, dc~l'. CDJ~ym Iha~ if 'I'~ do not_ cb~gc our be- "and this goes back to their tcathings ter. But she did?"' clarify bow to do 1 .N.H. Sufi Dhaka. 
· world that cc;,uld otherwise be made more fri~y and accommodat- boyish. ~ - Clint~n. waved, . _then I discussing policy _and poli~. Pco- baviour fro~ tbe ,ndividual on up, aqd my ~hurch (methodist) , that that. Just managmg a certificate from ' * * * 

mg ' htto one-perpetually at wa'.r-hot or cold, · 1 waited quickly 10 hini. lbcy msed j ple_bougbtrbetoncasa111babtutcfor fi:om the inside out, 1"C cannot sur- , because I-was blcsscd enough to be a renowned pcrwn in our .society. . * . .- . 
• · Living 'with Iilam ~-• very feasible proposlnoll--illld 1 '!'USI, if 

I 
IJ!.d cmbrace_d, talked pnvately and I actJon. Wu the~ any (f~ral) prog- vive ~ a great country." I: healthy and ,have a strong·, suppor- · Althbugb where there is a problem , . ThlS editonal ~as pubbshed 

you care to think and_ understand., · . • 
1 

!au~ often. A> Ibey taltcd, 11 , "'!""'c to get more police on lhc1 I told Mrs. Clinton that -wh_at sh~ tivc family, I bad an obligation to the~ is a solution, . in this case it in this_:Paper in 1968 
noticed -bow Mrs. Cinton gently . streetl? Was there any concerted, -:asadvncating-accountability,so- . carcJorotbcrpcoplc,tobclpthcm. · seems to· dcfy all ·solutions as the . - c~~ t' B::'CL f 

\ I • --- .' •• 

· Governme~t, Humanism And 
' caressed her husband's check. It was / ~!fort .to run : • real'. war on drugs1 · cial rcspoilsib~'r• . playing by !ii It wasn't '°"!ctbing ~u did 85 an I problem i~lf is a gigantic one. Even • rea tve Ouuy • 

a gesture •~ on"': spontaneo~ and mstµd . o_f • sideshow_? The people I rules! sell-discipline : . sounded ~e afterthought. It was ho_ w you lived. if. we cann~t eradicate completely, I We happened to come across a 
maternal , authentic and aff~onate. 

1 
~a!e a ngbt to _be ~11gusted. 

1 
"'famil_Y _values" to.:me, a~~ con-) "My d~ friend Marian E:delman, 9t\'.C can put i limit to it.:So this is high j lapel badge of \the lod.ia's Bobby 

Social Reform I 

Governments really cfu have the power to bring about social I 
change if they can 'sucxeed in motivating. people by fOCll,sing ~n the 
positive aspeclS ~ the cunent social act-up as well as projecting . 
the strong iff!aacs from the past. Within this complex and oft,times '' . 
conflicting set of beliefs and traditions ln w.bich all of us have been j 
reared, i( we look decply_enougb, 'We .ace the substance of which 
people are made. For,, in some way or another, we are all firmly tied , 
to our tnditions, the basis of what we call our social fabric. 

' . In order to motiwte people. in the right direction, however, an l 
wldentanding of the cultunl fon:es CllfTI'ntly in motion is -.xtrernely 
irnponant; But, this ·can prove' too ' much; even for the . best 9f 
govert1111en1S, and govcriuncots.may falter over which policies to be 
_designed or, Wl/r&e, ma~ end up designing policies whi_.!h are nol ~­
culturally acceptable. Therefore,,lo help pol!cy maken in their task, 
scarchhtg the past for suitable rplc moslcls-may not be a bait·way to I 
achieve this goal. All too frequently overlooked or down-played by i 
leaden or their · suitability. as role ·lJlod~ls questioned, ·.the ~arly I •. 
),fuslim rcformc~ _ are they who, •within their limited range, didj 

. manage to· penon:n. miracles within their own Tcgions. To ·a large ; .. 
~ent forgotten in today's world of politics, they showd now be : 
realltTCCled. ·For; such single:mindc<I reform has bcocime the need of, 
the day. - .• . · . . 1 I 

Althbugh . wlm/cnt. religions give \their , reformers different 1 
jWDCS.or apply different cooa:pts to their own form of social reform . 
when all is said and done; · much of lj,cir c.f(orlS can be grou~ , 
toge their under one name, that ·or humanism. Hup,anism is, after all, • 
the philosophy which join people toge~er and.many people today · 
feel this is essential f()r development which means, in different ! 
language, the adoption and promotion of the basic ideas which unite J 

all manlt:im\. For, when we come down to.it, it is these basic ideals . 
and values on wllich we all base our lives that distinguishes us from' 
the animals. . ; 

With many social workcn now willing to recognise this fact and, t 
with the ayailability of the m~cm 111~thods of communication, [!IOSI , 
particularly, the visual media, it is DO'!" far easier to get social I 
message across than ever in the past an~ the added bonus is tl!at they 1 

can reach much wider audiences with the rcswt that organisatioos \ 
aiming at social reform can now "go about their business" in a far \ 
more organised fashion than ever before, In fact, the visual media · 
has proved · ilSclf so effective that 1oday'1 governments ;ind .social \ 
reformen DC/"' weave- their messages into the ever-popular -soap 
operas and, in most cases, this appears more effective than any1hing I 
else one call muster. ., - , • · 

I . . . 

A week later, I WU rc~ded of All _throu~ ~ety, the~ _h~s . servative stuff conung from a liberal who was on your cover .{CCCqtly ,_has time for the.whold nation to come / Centre which read$ : Virginity 
th~ mome_n when l sat With ~ -, !>ten ~ . abdicatJo~ of rcspons1b~- , Democrat supposedly to the_ left oq ~ that wonderful phrase : 'Servic.c is I forward with more workable solu• : Causes Cancer. nus, we can see, will · 
Ointp~ at lundt at a small table m 1ty. It ISO t enough Just t~ f~ on her husband. _.:. :-- ... - the rent we pay for µving :1

• J·belicve 1 • tionc to put an cod to th.is probte_ru ; outrage some people aod bewilder 
the~wetly elegant Map Room of~ 

1 
.the pcop_le wh~_ beti_aV1our ~ the , Sbe ·laughed ... -BUt-'I- ~ · 

3 
·con:-~ that u .strongly as I can. I don't see namely corruption. . ·. otben. But we seem to· like it. 

White House, so nam~ because at•. most obV1ously aoti-50';'al ·. No, m the~ servative_," she said ... I would char- ho~ you can read the Gos~l-Bnd ~ot Tapas Saha, Ch'andgaon R/S, Chitt3- I It gave us food f(?r thought. We ' 
was used by Franklin . Delano 1980■, a lot of .behaviour th~t w_as acicrizdthe way I was raised and the believe that you have some ongoing gong/ -,----- -~odercd !or a while about what the j 
::v~:!n!~ :~: ~ rt"s": ;ut;,~~Cb~: ~:.i;::::."':~ :;,:r ~~sc':c -:.~t~ ~.:::-:~~: ~~:~:~bt;.t~=~i'.;°. 1:1•1 

was I Mari<e'~ Economy And ', :::'!~~;:.:;ah!'.~"::Y,~:;::~;:~~! 
spoke with protCCtivc affcebpn about highest political office&· of ~cnca. the kind of radical , ideological, des- Given that long commi;mcnt to j Trade Embargo virginity that lightly and further how 
her husband and daughte~, ~I~, ' !t ~~ an ethos ~t p~~ every tructive way that term is often used. I service and social causes, I aslccdi . / do they CStablish a relationship bc--
1_2, and •~ut 11! our ~ 1;100 • !uni: mdiv1dual for hi_msclf, a ~gnal _that was raised to be Kif-reliant and to be] Mrs. Clinton what ~he wanted to do. Stf' . I . , tween virginity and ol au the things . 
lies, some m perilous~~- pc~eatcd ~ life as• 10<:'ety. And responsible but to k:noW thit I was as First Lady. _ , -~ -~-.::_ ,. Arc not mar~ct !conomy and , Cane.er? ' 
One of the great constanaC! of her.I 1111 very difficult to turn II around, ·(T - .;..- -u,;id_)_ trade cmbrgo contradictory to each W · al 6 hock db b 
life has been her cooccm for the i because once license is allowed to P~ o~lar er comm~:~hicl!_~ !.. ~ --•--~ .other and 'do they not move in ,._ ewer~ • so rst 5 e Y t e. 
American family...;.. its children in l;8.kc prepedencc and consequences . . ___ ._· __ 

1
. ,opp<>Sitc directions? 1 cool,

1
ca0d1d tone of lhe monogram: 

particular. ·last;,.i' 'wby ,bethougb! . arc not immediate, people get de- ,Re·m·- -0. ''te..., s, - ens1·. o·· g ',-1-.1. Fromtiinctotimewcarcshockcd ! ~crcsm~•-gcth~ts~ouldspcaklo~ 
so many of our families, had gone moralized, feel yictimizcd, and it - at , thc trade policy 1,y USA will) : to:; •~pc ":?·:. 1 c . ~u~swts_ 0 
wrong: .. , feeds 00 iiseU." different ·countries. ~ • t. ay s yout , t ctr wetr_ . 1magma-

"I believe lhav,cnonal rcsponsi- 1 She pause~ straightening hc'r silk -~- · - - -- · --- , - · . , · . On the one hand the USA tion '. and the fast-changing morals 
bility is at; the root of any iirid of · . scraf. She wore a t.angerioe-colou.red In' the international &nd, fegio nal I limitations of the tc.Chnolo"gy. It Was I preacheS {Jlarkct economy and 00 the.· and 1dc~s. _ln~ce~, when we took the 
social.sl(Ucture, includirig the fami• j cashmere turleneck, 8 blac~ jacket ,arenaBangladeshhasbeeomaintaio• noipossib!ctocicquiredataregularly- 1 · other hand · she ·.impose$ trade \ key word to ats hteral sense, we at 
ly ," she u.id. wwe have not done 8 r and skirt, and small gold ea.ni.ngs. At ing close liaison a-nd coopcratiOn. , during the r;nonsoon period because embrgo 00 Iraq, opposes lifting of ! once remember~~ dthe .repoh ~s of 
good job in expectj.ng people to 45, Mrs. Clinton , is a handsome Bangladesh has peen actively partici~ of cloud cpver: But with the ii:ttlo- UN economic sanctions against : ~ me ~urveys ca':'c out 1~ .t e West 
exercise their rights resp0osible and i Wom.i.n _ prettier, younger-lOOking pating in the Regional. Remote SCQS· l ductio~ o( .,Satellites ·eq~_pped with Baghdad , Orders restrictions 0 0 trade ; 1J\ which a cqos1derabl~ percentage 
~o be held accountable. There ~re ·i · and more delicate in penon than she iog Programme of the U.nited Na• radar. sensors douds can be pcne- 1 and com.me~ with Cuba, Libya and , o~ the youth were reported . to have 
cultural , messages that uq_dcmune appean .on , .. film... She has • high I tio9s/Economic and Social Com mis- teated and data · can be acquired 

I 
North Korea, clictates import and , ~d- ~hat they bothered : little for 

1 penonal responsibility _ wide• . ( Cheekbones, a strong nose and i 'sion for Asia and the Picific (UN/ roilnd the year and even at night export with Ja,pan and Orioa, , mg1.mty themselves and m o!hers . 
sprcadlOCCptanccofwhatuse'atobe' , dazzling smile. sfie possesses i cute ESCAP) and ~as completed a pilot time. From the descriptions · Olade I threatens tr3de link with Iran, fixes ' ,We_ naturally felt concerned, af tbe i 
considered inappropriate behaviour. intelligenl:c .and was privileged with study and a. Technical C.ooperation above, it is .evidfnt that Bangladesh ~ quota £or export of ready madeJ. ln~an and other e~tem youth als~ I 
attitudes that allf:!W people off the ! the finest of educations at Wcll~sley Among Developing- Countries is moving fo()Yard gradually in re- .garmeDts even from a poor country.'. gomg to follow sw~. 
boot. I believe the part of the reason College and Yale Law School. (TCDC) project under the same spcct of application of space tcchnol- like Baugladesh and also-cautioned I BIil then, we tned to read . th_e 
my husband wu elected president is i , i asked how-the President would progtamme. BangladCSh al.SO partici- logy. For· the deVe16pment of any ' us against the so-calle·d Harkin's Bill. : message !rom another a~gle. ~s 
because, for more than 10 ycan in 1 1 fix the problems of anomic, dc~ora- pated in the r~ntJY concluded Min• country it is a prerequisite to plao , Undoubtedly l,)le USA is the most 1 • youthful &!(>UP o( hobbyist, _rrught 
Arkansu, we've been _trying to fi. 1 lization an_d growing social disorder istcrial Conference i~ Beijing· (23-24 well the deveJ9pment a~vities and ! J)Owerfill country', ecoOomically and very well liave urged that ?De must 
gure out how you begin to rciostill f ! that ,are •so calamitous for 10 many ScptC:mbcr, 1994) where •Beijing De~ JO implement them properly. Again 'militarily 

I 
in the world. But she must I open . up and ~hare : the Joys and 

rcspo~bility where, it bas been 1 ~ families. She looked a_t me as if ,I cla.ration• y.ras signed by the Ministcn ~better . planning Qepcods on the , know in this modem age of mass : suffenngs of hfe with othe!"5. A 
undermined. .- • 1, were a simpleton. ., oo the applicati9ns cfspace tc.chnol• l avail~bility of prop~r, ,authcntic;_ and l awareness, democracy, human right!i • pers?o who _grows only fo~ himself 

.. Without ad~rcuing this and pro- I "'If people believe that Bill· Clio• ogy for environmentally sound and timelY,data. ~emote se1,1siog tc;chnol.- aiid Press freedom every man 'io the i 
I 
and IS too miserly to ~pen hi?lsclf to 

viding incentives to alter behaviour 4 too, alone, can revene the social sustaioat:,le develo'pmeot in Asia and ogy can prov~dc most o( the data. , world has the· right to point out the , oth_ers,. has only a ca~cerous gr~wth · · 
and req~ire people; to be more re• t • tre_nds.that have led -to this rising tide the Pacific region.,. An action plan bas 1. Id is fiope4 that SP ARRSO will : errors and taPses of others and to l w~ch LS self-destructi~e by_ nature. 
~poosi~le, we're not going to get '. of yiolence. drug addiction llld the I also been launched· fc;n the regional : further enrich _itself to expand -its : show them the right path. j We do not see a U~er m every 
ahead of the cutve on serious prob• ! . terrible •effects on our .dtlldrco - cooperation in the field . Js,ues of Jsphere o[ activities by utilizing re- We feel happy to recall how the j bush, and we tend to believe that o~r 
lems -:--- like disintegrating families , ; homicide and suicide being the prim- global , concern like sea level rise, mote sensing tech~qucs. Aourj.sh- · USA immeditely after her nuclear ' youthful boys really meant . th~ir 

. ciime and drugs - that afflict us. I ~ e&ll54?S of deaths of young people l green hou'.se effect and monitoring of !ment of the application-oriented acti• · auack On Hiroshii:na aod Nagasaki : monogra.J? to. be tpkcn only m its 
. .. It's euy to ptice the blame at the I m our country - and all ihe other I thC environment are looked into by : 

1
vitie5 using this most modern tech-\ rushed humanitarian aid to Japan \ mctapboncal ~nse. B_ut ~ave. not 

top, but it goes _all th9 way down. ! problcms,1thcy, are wrong," she said. , Bangladesh with great care. Possible nology in Bangladesh is cx~tcd by , and helped build the devastated \ they grown a little too imaginative 11

1 
People who sec thcif neighbour- · "He can set a tone and work bard appUcatjons of space tc9100l6gy will all in the intcreSI of the fOUDlry and country !IDCW. from tbc ashes. To~ ' Well; well, you must also learn to 
hoods go to drug dtalcrs, ~who sec · to create better policies and prog- be.;::!~ in these fie lds. ' t ~~pie. •. • :-- · USA also helped the . ruined, and I overlook something sometimes. 
1!-~r~ ld m~~~ have J5Ll .nmmes than those that have failed. wt::re, of .cou!!~!..t so~e 1 ~ ~ . . d:e~tated Gcnpan to stand Qn ~ 1 !hey are ~y youth_:i ~after !"· 
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-·-Qiµpbalos 0£.the:~111pire:-:Say~eWai: of Peace 
F.:,u~d~-Editor : 1:,a~ s .. M: Ali 

:· Dhaka/ Sunday, Aprii' 2,: 199~ HILLARY Rod_ham Cllqton·~ · ·· '., · · Waliur l?ahman. · ., . · · 
. ' ; ' ..... \ . ' 

the same place Y?e understand. 
w:here • five hundred years · ago. 
lhe Turkish buccaneer Bar-

"love for Albert Camu s · :•::' · 
·and Ptcassd ·is not for More p eop_/.e below p ove°irty·l ilae· we #II thu area than..the entire pip.net taken together. Hi lary Clinton'.s 

•1otli1ng : ,h~ -Is deeply cons- encounter with poverty qncl Us . ·• ~ impact on·human beings will ~ fi.u' removed from Rhode's Eny,.ire welcome to IJ:i]lacy CIQUS that plague never dies or -0 'bread.and butter arid an unt ,, Ired area O . • • • I/le initiative O men O cha~ ter and 1.eailersh •. . ' . 
· • 1 -:

1
:apf::'trt · 

1
\ hl~cs Itself ~n . lcssly for the gll(a_~llc 

0

lask 6f. vasOy · exaggerated coriipared 

. bnro.ss8. . (red bearct) command­
ing the lleet of Ottori1an Siiltan· 
St.:tlelman 11 ·wnh two thOusand 
m( n c'ame lo have a iUmpse .of 
the mos't f~ous, bcauly of the ·, 
time, Glulla Gonzaga!... 

Whateyer maybe· the otncfal label put Oh it - T~,:ymh~dle~~ ~es~;~~~i!~ <if reaching health tare to all Ille'• to the pow.er of. Ideas'. This . 
she no doubt deS-erviJlg the -trappings of a ' ~tate 1fbc·Span.lsh civil War left In Its . American home~ Is prompting'_'. chara , r and leadership.' /-fer was.certainly at the back.or her . 
YiSi_t as the ·US' First Lady-:" we.prefer to .describe . wal\e a scar .. on human spirit , . her lo , take 1n·terest , In the _. perp~lve Journ~y ' In the mind, when· the us First Lady · 

her 'visit as the · mi:i-g:c _name Hll}ary'.s pllgrtm1age; ~oa:~el~~~e:~r"ii:ionlt~o~~~ wo~}d~~!;;',;',; ., build ;i,~ -;ia_sµ~ i ,_~~1;:i o~~ :r1~~~•er~ ;~:::-=~:~ Soc::~ ~~0 :.:::~~ . 

to where the Clinton_,amlly's heart has always aln War. Guernlca·s ✓savage . and of peace In human minds,. efC ,. the· ,19fld moulding Itself . In In Copenhagen ·on March .B 
·.:_ Bangladesh, She and her daughter Ch_elsea are, einouonal. :vignette Is always a · fort to ljulld peace, ln_,tho world; ,. post · ··: J947 a.o Independent where, ohe . announced new 
arriving he·re because pf the, magnetising p_ull _of reminder of- man's· beasllallty , outsld.e ' wlll be lnfracUous: The . .- · stat~.-•.lndla uie -!"l@llesi-a,nd AmerlC/Ul lnlllallve to 0gt,t re: 
Prof. Yunus' Grameen .Bank. rt Is not just .a to man .... :. · us F'lrst Lady's :resolve -to .!'<' · most ?)ergeUc ts th~. verlt?,!>le male IIU.teracy In .Asia, Afrlt:a 
Bangladesbi celebf'lty • brinJ;(li;ig · theP1 here; . f.o.r,. First Lady HIiiary Clinton ·cept this cha0e~ge .1:5 lo be 'i •power'~ouse of syn!:rgy: ·lmplo, and Lalin -American .to ens4re. 
they ,have lilet hhn quite a lew time's over: an.d · ~mbfaces Lhc vlslci;f 9r acU~St . seen 19 her present 'Visit to an slori nf1 tconomJc Ubertarlan ~olllen's ·cinpowcrmcnt. • ~ , 

r and Co(l}p_asslon'nlc govt:rn- . area Whlcti ~ast_s \teelr of 1n·- , · p.of!ci~:farc beacoqiog tier tO Forty µiousand chtldr~n •<;fie., 
· cquld have done so anywher_e else if. they·wished ., ' menl 010 her , Husband ...,,- she habiting 1.2 blllto·q people - tlie 21st century: Pakls tan's everyday. Three ·days' · deat.h , 
In fact, it Is the much J;,roader concern for the wants to· play a more solid anti - abo~t on~ . fifth . of ·the world self-lnDlcted wound · of rlgh- . toll ·9r ch ildren Is equivalent to 
;under•privlleged women .and children .which Prof , ineartlngful role . . The . role .of. population. Th. ls l_s the sa,me_, ,, te_o:usdess . Is stalllng ~er . the tot,al people annihilated In 

Cr'-- ·yi:Wi,=: has h~mself address_. eci tanaibly to se, t a_. first· lady )Y'lS more dllJicult ·In . area whlcll the ·.Cambridge. •move t forward. Thelr nu- Hiroshima aRd\Nagnsakll Thu$ 
. · - -. _ - ,,,.. IBtl:\ . and 19th centurles,.Abl-. historian, .John Secieys thou- :- clear p·rogrammes deprive · a touu of 15 ·rhllllon children 
. rtrend in ·-Q.Jral ·revolution that has . drawn her to ,gall Adams Was tauqted with ght as ·an Immense 'MaJe,stas :' them u,. of scarce resources. perish every year! 

his sites. Of' some remarkably pionee;:.ring projects, 
1

. the, derisive .name· 'Mrs. Presl- Romanna -Pacls' i!stabllsh~d~'·.', .• S_rl":~ I• surging ahead. In- Born on the; blood of three 
. The Clinton· family .hai,· been fond -of Prof Yunus dent'? But 20th· century h as . among l\Yo hundred. and . fifty ···,.:•spite fJ.f a -b loody ethn ic war. . . ir:m1on· 'm_artyrs,• the · new na-

and his work .without the .sli111:rte.st: run t iOf pal:fo- given · t_hem ·rnore1 ' leeway. mlll)on ·of . h_u man belrtgs . . . · ·. T:lie qew ·govemmenl •of Ms. ·uo11 of Bangladesh did not do 
' · h fi 9 · f Wooclrow ·w11scn's secoqtl wife Thymns Earlyle, .Be11jamln .;_,chan~ Kumaratung! h;u, a . all .that badly as the WB stat1s-

nisation and. t at .rs. w ere . the · genuinen ess O Edti.q !;lolling Galt encoded anEI ,. D\sraell / ,Cecil Rhodes a ll . . 'big aq"!R1ltag!' - she Js··experl- Iles .show: The GDP· gro_iorth 
their love· for the Grameeh Bank lies almost as an · !!e~odeq sypher messages

1
1 develop<,d this romantic' 1µ1q .. 111entljlg ,wlth Ideas ...:. and she · was 7% with small Industries · 

· arllcle ·o~ faith . Their setqpg· up ·of th·e good Hope. Eleanor Roosevelt. ' was the Imperial •· sensitivity .. The ·· • wll~. I . accoun.ttng for 17%. People !iv.-
Fund· mqdelled on the Orame.en concept a, decade . g~ecl; ,;;>phlsUcnted ·,-c: ·per-· . Prln\rose League ,wit h · Its , : . ·• ln .',;jlangladesh we have fng belo)" poverty line . was 

· · k ~ II · db th li fth · feet mate for her ·husband . motto 'emporium et .llbertas:: : 1
• .. scm. '·problem....; we seem to 50%, unemployrr.u!nt 15%, and 

ago in ·Ar ansas O owe Y. - e rep ·_cation ° e. Jacqueline . Ke.nnedy· ··gave a t g tli with DI II' c tal h n, t f Id Th us · t al d bt 1 $ 
·s<;tme in soine. Oilier coU~trie&. have proved •tha~· ~certain · sophlstlcatfoh (o the _P

0
ai:c~cr~peCc.h · :~ac:s~2 ~:de ._'._.· _,~:~-~~d;u w~uld e~~- \\'c~ · lo · -- ~~tf~~ ~olla,';.s. -B:~sl~~Y~ lhe 

the ·task of serving the -poor-Is ,frm:itierless and . 6fficc with her background of ,. lrtlperlallsm a_ ·powerrul for_ce. ~note _tbat·.the HDI ~B(lklng of proporUon of population llving 
indivisible : , · . . · . · · F.rench culture, love for the c;hifracterlsed by a drive to :. Sri Ljinka ls 90, with .135 for below qbsolute povertyllne Is 

SQ we ;,ee in her visit a rare kind· o( a prospect ,arts and the nner thing's of life. 'occupy, •fortlfy, _grab and brag'. · ')ndlaj ;.132 for Pakistan· and . 86'li( la . Banglaclesh: 40% In . 
for bridge~j:>Uilding not only_ between the . people Barbara Bush was .ihe ·beloved B\lt t1'day's answer Is to be .·. 146 lbr- Bangladesh.· . , India ~~ 32% In Pakistan .. Stie 

· · · nrst lady, . foumj In 'lmpertlim -In_ lml?Ctjo' · _; · , Inl° the t,appenstance of. per will note that in Bangla~esh ·fo 
of tile: USA and- t!J.at ·of B,angladesh but also in .· H.illary ·c11nton gives ,the _. - po,ver ts· higher dlspensa- •. ·be1ng' tn 'a rats alley' of pollll- 1992,. 600000 c.hlldren died 

. tert11s 0~ globalisatfon_- of,I)<?verty c;once~s-whJ,ch Impression or discarding. thi,. tion ·and 1not 111: tl)e chlv_alery · ·1cal. 1'Cfiecllon, sh·e. may realise 1/cfore the age of 5, 48 mUllon 
.. h,av'e ·been address,ed rath~r il;la,deq9,i.tely t'iQ (ar by Cinderella sym1rome: once you and . swashbuckling° DQ,n : that td this oub-ccnunent con-· people did not have access to 
·. th_ e. 1/iOIN lea_dersh_ Ip:__ : , . , i ' .' , ,· , . 

1 
• • , ••• • get .the Prince C_hqrmlng. you . . g 'utxote. qf Jennyso~s ldy/1s 6( \ -iiensu~ . politic,!! ' Is. In, the re- . ·h~ialth services, 30 million 

th llve -happtly ever .after. .. th~ KJng I · 1r ,t . .' · .· . :·,_-, t.r,::at~j p.l'leasf In t~s .momenl. . peOptC· ·consu med less than· 
. . .' If, dqe_$' us proud that s he·, tied up h.er. ·Sou She eschewed tt,e cere- · · More people ·be1o'l' poverty:···· Neffil\ij :Mandela• here wtll be 1000 ,~·a°Jorle per day.- per 

Aslari :" ·y1s1ts · '-'ke.i;pitjg:-. Gq1in_een Bari)\.· and . m6/iy and the rHual of ·th~ line fl_ve I!' thl( area than. -the ~· .haroj,ut to. ln_vtte' their former capita, 42 million adults are 11-
'B<!Jlgladt;!!h .II'J. · focus!'' . In _d.ip_lo~atic par!ance, qer camelot While House and has · ·entire planet· _taken togethe,: . Jaller11,_ to. atten(( lnaugw:al cer- literate, 11 .5 mllllon · children 
trip : refl~cts _the, .!m, e!3-s_· t,1re' ·of ,fuip"ortan,ce South chosen to take ori lhe ' ch'l.1- H_lllaryc;· Cll.nton's ·encoun_ter :: .emoi~sl But the religion 9( under five. are malnourlshed -

h b , th th ""'It lenge of- the problems beth In with pover.ty and Its benlghllng, · · pea nd al\lmsa- Buddhlsn, and ilv.e mtlUon children tn /he 
··Asta as a, region .. as een enjOying _wi . !!· . .. , e America and the . ..;°orld ;. at ·1mpact· on human .bclngs .,.-wl!I : . flou>'.I hed .In this · very South .: 'Primary schoclage were .out of 
:House lately . .. · . .. ·. .. 'i .,:_,· , .large, The same fdeallsm .that be far . removed from Rhodt'• · . Asia; . . . ·•c~ocl. It ls a grlm ,plcture. lt 
, Fo_r . our part; .we. shall b_i, . c,onten·~. with . her . promp(ed he( tQ ~trive relent- .. Emplre .•of 'b.read and ·butler ·:: . · 'Pqwcr ·or vested lnter~l Is - Is no wonder, therefore, that 

• .. The . Americans 1 · in ·the 
~cmeterlcs did oot Perhaps 
~e a Giulia Gonzaga , but they 

_saw ,p~acc .. wrested from 
litUer's aggression. The Ffi-st 

· lacjy knows well that the peace · 
. _ "<:ant very easily be Jost· in ihei ,. 

qulcksan·d of 1 ·polltlcal 
ban~ruptcy and lhC quagmire 
or pov·ecty · and hbpc lcssiless: 
Her vlsll to ll"\e. sU4-NlR1-k:l.Cnt 
wllJ bring her face lo facC with 

: this reality. , 
'. The only super'powcr . with 

a stx-ant:1-a-half llilllon dollar . 
.!:\DP,. America <!\n bequeath a 

th~-US First · Lady · h·,is c·hosen· pe,mapent legacy to the •~orld 
·to yfslt Bangladesh, prl,marlly so that the agony of Monte 
at .~c lnv;ttaUon .-of f'.rof Mo- Cassino or the silence of.Net-
hammad ., Yu nus who as · th'e · tuna do not h~'tint us .anymOre~ 
Chief of Gramccn Bank Is on a · A. Wellesley graduate and a 
mlsslop to attack I.he problems methodist, the; Flrst~Lady ha·s 
enumerated above. • · . · abiding faith In·, l c ·Innate · 

· EcO n omtc security . for goodness of huma,n ei ngs, Its 
'Qangladbh canno~ be ensur~d .- Unbounded potential. As PreSl­
without . empowering women_. . dCnl -CliD lbu Is µ t;:,lvy to her 
9ramecn ~~nk J:t jµ_st doing ., thought lhp..l Lhei·e is ;;i.tways ,c( 
thaL·Olhcr NG-Os sllch as BRAC .tomorrow with hbpC', . ~c can 
·an4 ~roshlk,;1- ~.c alSO engaged · -also . leqrn . from • her lhat P,Oli ­
_ln the same direction. They . lies -ls the ar

1
t of- the possible~ 

-~re. responding. Th~ _ most dis- • An a pribrl condition 'of the 
9.dvan.taged and benlghled ,In culture ·or democracy ahd civil 
Bangladesh have pro~ve·d that ·· • society Is tolerance: Didn't .Ci­
lhcy arc mqrc crcdit-Y{oi:thy . cero say. ,'one sflol..\.ld nbl· listen 
lhan the mds~ affiuenl /n the · ,to those who maJntain that po­
socl!!ly. · ,' · · · . .. , lillcal ·enemies · ffi !,; t'll bound-

HIHary CUqtop. ..w'as much less hatred'? · . 
ll_lOved _during·_ her icc~nl ltal- 1 . ~•.nph a!o~ _uf the n,1odern ·. 
tan Journey at the massacre at . day ~rt: .. !S 1l. Pax Americana? . . 

. the Abbey of Monte. Gasslno; A very hearly welcome . to 
ove°r · 60 thousand • died; and Bangladesh. · . · · 
later al NcttunO ·.a.pd -Anzio 1 

• The writer · is ~ form e r 
. where thousands of American Bangladesfr Ambasi~idor to Italy . 
· mariries He In peace In the dnd S~it.zcrland and Additiqhal 
mUllary cerricte:ries·. 'fhlS ·1s -Foreign &·crelaqj'. 1 

contljibtiUqns · _to. glob~l -aw;irerte~s, 9uOdlng on • · · .. 
. ch1ld1"'elfarean~l.womet:1empowerqi_eht~ssue,s. _ A Tthe · n;ianc1aiyear~ V .·. ' c· I' . . ' B.· ... 1·. Sh .. .. · .· co~fusem~neywlth· wcalth, 

. Hearty welcome . to Hillary, Chelsea and other :nial~~~t:~:e~l~~;h~& J.._. : :
11
Q_ .. _ u_ r . ,·._·~ ·o .,.,•·.••u·. n_·t.·r _y · ,s' ·- •r_·_ ,._ a.·.: -~·nc.· e·,.. . . · ' ·e.e_: ·.t . ~0:.~:~;,e::::~~~j~~\~:~~ 

members Of the u_~ _contiQgent. I . gains and fosses. As·wlth most . richment ' of lhe few svlth lhe 

C
·..;.,_,...4.l, T " .:...._ _ _ . ..;...:,__ · modcrll. pracllces . . tn this caSC ' • .,~ · · 1 I · · · · • commo11· gOOd. 1 

· .. · tmuy ~ns. loo llie lnd\cntors ha~e l;,een . . ·. . ' ,, h_._:·· .. byEqbalAhlnad . . . . . . Flnally, few-lndJcators today. 
, · eslnbllshei:.l by Lhe ~d\'anccd -a re more meaningful Lhan Lhc • 

The fertiUser crisis llas . throW{l u p three Issues: cnpllnllst ,·o,11Hrles. r,>or ccun- .- · · . · •,. · · · _ ,:.;, ___ _, · one that concerns· social peace . 
. These rel;ite to the citizen~• right . to know what _trle;, follow the l~dexes drawn: For twci he~y ~ ars;perfo,#1.yediu:ated Mericans danced a,vu,-...,, the dollari.nvestments in thei_r . States ge,nerally, and·especlally 
and who ,really :Caused it; order ly d istribution of ~,; ~fiet'\'~:~u;;;1~:;u~

1
re;6~~ .country, In 1995 .they ~ -.U/;' to a disaster. Their economy is in ruins; in a single mqnth the.peso_ , . the third world states, are un-

. whatever little u_re;:a we are ·a.b le to get froin the di lions of underdevelopment. has fallen forly-five per ce,u,. Aa NAFI'A's .mid-ivife, Presi!Jent Clinton .is straining to bring·M=ico ~;;i,;;;:;s;:if~:1. ~';,,~C.t~~e~ 
factories·; and contalnmeµt of \Jainl!,ge in -terms· of We do · not have· a set' of Ind!- . bac~ frolJI the bri~ Not many tliifd world countries have Mexjcfs safety net as the. lfnited Sta.tea ' ·<..... Somalia. Rwanda, and · 
Boro- crop. deficit that stares us in the face ¥1Y- genou,sly deve_loll"d. criteria by neighbour and as me~ _ofqn ,American-led trade bloc; 1,ut they doh~ Jesso~ .to learn.Jf-0111, it. Liberia come to mind _ . have 
VTcJ.y: : . . . _ . . · ¥1hlch., to measure' the perfor· , · . , . . . cpllnpsed under this pressuie. 

As for the public's right to: !),formation, the manCf or ,governrrlents · and .countri~s,_ A11li they' travel ex-: I ·· a<l•anced Industrial deinoc,a- around unearned favou rs and · one has merely perpetuated. Ir- Lebanon Is struggling _ back to 
. ruliJ1g B·angladesh Nation alls.t' Party has decided. ' cnlculate the gains ,pic1 ·tosscs p~nslvely . . , , . -\ clef..''F!ie linkage then -between fixed· assets. Third world cor- responslb!Jlty. ·(il) D.o not con- I llfe_:; Srl L./•lka -lo survive, Alge- · 

, ' of societies I~ what arc stJU · Two .. lake a count of the- ,Co!fUplion and •economic ; ruptton conslsfs ffiostly Or " fuse ,MOJJs- MemOrandums or' ria souks ·Jn blood . In· nl~ cases . 
fo Institute a judicial probe lrito the crisis, This· is called third wo~ld countries. entourage your lender tock on'· gr~ Is not ncces.s.arlly nega- . ,stealing ilnd squandering' the . Unders.tandlng - wl(/1 actua! the decisive. ele.n;u;nt has. beei1 
a ·good· dev.elopment on a :question ' that poJ.t~.d . Below. a few .indicators ·are each Journey, tl)e golden rule - . ttve'.' 'Therefore corruption natlon:s rescurces: It rarely° Investment; In U).Ls ,case · the the failure ·of sfate"to impose . 
over so,mueh that an allegedly mtScarried private 9ffered to help us Juqge. Ole ·· belng ,that . the ' larger the en- , ·_ sh9uld .. be viewed analy.U~ally ' creates wealth. Plots arid distance between the cup and the rule of law. protect. and , 

h th In . I . 1 ··. th ' ' sta te of . our . unfor t ul)ale . . ' t.oyr'age the . worse . ~he governr :·. llio\lgl> .wlllhout loos1ng ·s1ght of ' sed.ans, llcehse_s.and unpay~ble . the lip Is pften measured In honour clliaeil ·s : ,,1ghls,° ari1 ' 
l diSt ri.,.,U;i:!0 1:1,, R. ',,,: ·• .. ::,P\l:~:'i~~~t. ~rg_~ Y into ·· e ,·· · nations. Readers' arc frlv1(cd to .'f!le_TT~ . 1;'¥.Pl<;al~f· : °(t)lrd w~>r:Id', :the'.-t- fS.ct ·that-

0

in . all~ cJrc·um- ,; l~~.s, j~ n t.ry,.c U,~g anc;t !=On~~t- :; miles. G_ovcrriments~ ptoposc res peel '.·"".~ li e_ . lund cune~t,,I 
. hands of"b'eputy. Commissioners and as of th.ls· write back with their ratings. . ·teaded• ., i:arry-' efdWd£ ' 'wrth ' is ti'tices '.1t Is motally reprehen- 1i'lg, ar-e deployed as lnstru - while ccrporaUbns dlSPQS<: ac- tenets ol JLISli i<'e a\1d democ , 

moment. the' ·arn1V:: ' ·oe.tsOnnel arc hein'! .associ - At lhf" 0 11l se-L a well knO\Vll . them. B\1 conlras.L On1Lwnrl<I . -~ ,..._smd- harmruJ. U\..-..ri,,,.tv , I m .. .,,,A or •nrit"hlnd th ... ,.111 .... ~~ .- cnrdlno- tn ..tbeic:....eatJ.m..at.ioAa......ai.-,-.-ca.QC...W.Ucn YOW:.CO~n.b:Y~b~ -
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. ·. distrtJ:>ution of. the. input . went largely ' into . the : state or our unfortunate .. 'toyrage the worse . \he govern- '., ttiough .wlihouUoosing ·s1ght of 
· ·crca.ccs wea1rn·. - riots ~-anu ~ Utstance oetween ~he cup· and 

. h d. bt ·er''' ' ty" C' , .. ·, ( "· . .. d f th! nallons. Readers are lnvHcd to .mcnl. Typically . . third world ' the·· fact 'that. in .all clrcum-
. an S _epu , · ~~ -~s1oner~ . ~ as_ 0 S \vri~e back with their raµngs. . tead~rS•'.: ~-a~rY · c-f6\!d{ 1 ;"i\,fth '. ;·st 5\nCcs ··1L Is rnotaUy rcpreh~n- : · 
,;nome~t.: the a~m~ -1>~fSO:nnel ,are being .associ- . A,I _111<" .0lllseL. n wen known_ ihem. By con_lrasl. Ors;t' worl~ -_ ·-,,~c and harmful to ~fety., 1 

• .sedans. Ucenses.and unpa~ble • the lip "Is prtCn measured ln· 
l~~- ,contr.actl_ng aJ1d co.nlJ/.,cl- :. ; miles . Covernmenls, propose 

·h_ig, are deplpyed as - lnstru- , -white coiporaUQ~s dls~se ac­
mc~s Of enrichlng the elite·: corcl!ng tq their. esumalions or 
~d of ·perp'c_tu_aU_iig the struC- profit and lheJr priorities. 

m e ru1e ·01 taw. protccr· ai'lct ·· 
honour Citizen 's rl~hls, atid : 
res pet~I ~ lhe fu11d a 111 e1ll\d 
tenC!ls or jus li t'e a11d .demOc ~ 
r~~y. Whtp1 )'Our country IS sub­
jecled to protracted . sectarian 
violence ; .and lhe go'{ernmenl 

ated with thq d1stnbuti0n woi;-k. lac-l oug:hl lO bt· SliHt'.cl : _go\'t'f_- · }enders move ~th a' reW aides.' ~ Sever;al factors are lmpor: 
'Evidently. the prtvatisation of the fertiliser dis- 11,11l<'e µ_rovldes the causutcun- About fifteen Ytars ago, l went fant In Judging the effects of · 

t .b ti . b i ·s . t t f. It If . rts h .d •m:ctlon between development over to the. UN .Plaza Hotel In .CorrupUon on U1e future or so-
. n . u. on u~ ~ess ,l . no .a a~.· . ~ , ~ and underdevelopment: . G~Vr ·New '(or~ _to sec a frlend ·Olof" ·' ctety. Th~re Is the q4estlon 6f 

drastically reduced· tts avaflabihty 1.t is the . deci- ernance ls LO lhc funcuonmg P;ilme wlio . was 'then Prime extent. Widespread corruption 
.. sion to· export .th!1l was grossly errorteous.- ... 1.f we ol . ~!)clcly a_nd ~conomy what • Minister. of Swede~- He was cats like an epidemic .of le~-
.. prodltce, .. say, eight llilits of fertiliser and. h'ave '·am :,ox,~e~ ,.ls . lo life. Its defi.clency there lo altc[ld. the 'UN G~n- .miles. lnlq the foundations .of 

al · · · , . h. : ' : ,· ~ : ... ' .~e-~t keqs, an<:) Its falture .results cral Assem~ly whtch wa~ ttter:i state and society. By contrast . . 
ov~r,. ) d~m,md ._ ,or the w ole year l!,t aro~d: .Six" in the .coUapse-.of stales. ofl-en discussing the Non -Aligned sectoral and episodic. corrup-
4ruts. we •are apparently Surplus. Bllt if.someone c1vlllzaUon .tlself. Recall that In countries· call for a N~w Eco- lion Is manaj!eabk 1~ the !11s11-

. or a few had sofFpeddled this . s1,1rplus. to th", ·a4a ..: East Asia: South_A,sla. l~c Mid- . nO/JllC Orcfcr. T,he hotc,I lobby ._tu.tlonal mecha111s_111s to punish . 
thoritles . to obtain a decision Jn favour of ·export, dle Ea_sl. nnd . Afrtca th~ pro- w~s C'row~e-d with AJrh.:ans. ·and reform are 111ade lo wu,rk 
d l 'b , ·1 . .th f ·• th· . · f . · · cess ot colonlzallon .beg~n wllh The An,e;olan presJd1..:ut uul reasonably well. hi Britain and 

-. e _1 er~te Y ignonn~ ~ act _ p.t out O the six _ the ' erosldn · ln nbtlyC !iysl_c-;ms "~ost111y Ne-lo · h•u..l j11:-.1 J.r·' the US w):lose ex'arhples are 
uru-~ in total dernahd- as _n1:any ~ four to fiv~ are . of· autl~orlly. arid the ~onse~ _rived: his enlourn~e ~-m1~lsted , cited .above ll IS throug/1 the 
require.ct for January. Februaty and March · ;:tlone, . que:11 d~<,li11c In · their will. a_nq of I 02 persons. l met )'.alme In · "(Orklngs of .. these co1Tectl~c 
then the blame-worthy . c·an hardly remain in capdclty lo. i:o.vern. In lh~ ·post- Jils suite on the tenth· floor. He mcchanls(lls th!fl lh.c slate 

· nit 1. . ._ , · . ·, . · • . · colonial em: lhe _degr~e of~<?- had obvtously· told his pr.Wale ·protected · itself· from corro-
cog o. . . . • • · . · . cia~ and economic _progress of. secretary that fhere was no sloJ1, and even· enhanced Its 

We are larg~ly time,barred though 'Jf! regard • to third world ,states ' has de- need to take notes; . she' authority in s.oclety. ·Tocn 
ferW1ser .d1strtbution. exce,pt for the fact' thll.t in · pended on the policies Jtnd ef- ordered coff~ .arid left ·th.e there ls· the qucsllon of alll­
the northern areas Boro cultivatipn begins a bit fectlvencss of l'hel~, govern- room, co·rious; I asked how ,tudc. ·under dictatorships: cit­
later than in other parts of the'·country How- · ments. ,For this reason. the hst m"'ly came ~n his delegation .. · lzcns live helplessly .with cor-

. . • , · · . k· d in id t , d .. tr'b · beh?~ Is bl,ased . In favour of .. Four:· he said. ·"Remar,:kably ruptton Jn 11Jgh plnC'e's : thr,· 
e:ver, we ~e. 1~r quic . an C en -,ree . 15 1 P"'.' gove;rnanc~-related ·criteria: · ·sm8.H" : I ha:d .-said. '" Nc;>l · are vlrtuaJ,J,y under uc.;1..:ilµa1iu'1l. 
,tion of fertiliser at the fag-end ,of Boro cultivation One . cou·r.t the · forel~n quite" , he replied "we are In ) • democracy If · tho µr<•s,. 
season. We take it that . the· lessons have been · Journeys your head of l(overn - aided by •the staff or the · doc~ its Job, ll· cxp0ses major 
learnt for the next year. . . . menl Ms · unclerta~en. '· 1r .the - Swedish Mission to ~he 'i.JN." · · flnanclal scandals. But the .gov-· 

number .exceeds four In ·a .given Three, consfdel the ·extent ernfflent and parliament · do 
n..:...n:.· ...1. '. ·Jt J.!C. ordab,. .·. le ·~ .edi.. ·cm· ·es··. year, yQur country ls. in trouble; and . nature of corrupllon In not ·respond with effeciJvc ln-uu..,.,_,., ~4 and the trouble Is compounded government · and lhe ·teader- · vesilgatlon aild disclosure. 
Deputy Leader of the House Prof A g·. M . a.s Lhc count augments_ of' . sht'p·s attitude towards It. Few ·· then thc'pµrposc of democracy 

Badruddoza Cf\01,vdhyry has drawn attention. to prlmc-.mlnlslcrla.l 'presidential governments anyWhcre are ls de[cat~d. and .the state suf-
the need . for bringing ct.own the. pric,es of · Journeys, Except In wartime free of corruption . . During . lera,,dlmlnutlon ol authority. 

-whet) the exlgercles o~ con-. growth -periods or capHaltst _Finally, th.e nature of corrup-
medicines for the sake of effective healthcare. · · sulllng with alll.~d Jca.ders In' ·ln.dustrlalisni.corruptlon ten~•:: tiqn ma_ttcrs. Corruption · may 
His suggestion came a~ a two0 day S01,1.(.h~ia_n- crease travel demands <>n to be widespread ln ' higher .. bc .. llnked to product/on; or IL 
Pharrna\:e_utical Conference •which ·c.oncluded,ye,s- · them, government heads who echelons of govcrnmcn;. In ·may be wasteful theft: A brjbc 
terday. Organise(\ by the Bartglade~h Pharinaceu- ,. are serious about go"l'rnlng do England such lumlnarlcs and · taken lrom ·an investor In 're· 
tical Society (BPS) and the JnttirnaU,omil Pharma~ . not travel :abroad loo frc-, empire builders as . Roher! · tµm for a quick clearinl! of.bu­
ceutl:cal F~deratlon (!PF) . the conference pro- qu.cntly because It distracts Clive and Warren Hasllngs rcaucratic · hurdles ts rnei:al 
vided a.Ii idea! QCCa'sion to make sueh ah app· ea!. from ,pressing b1,1slqesses at ' were impeached . by . the par- 'and 'immoral; bul .In lhe · c]j-.' 

. home. creates leadership 'vac- llament for corrupUon. In thC cumstances ·It may not hart'n 
With almost idenqcal health problems and uum. fragments the ' declslpn- , United St~tcs, tho high-growth . the country much. But a bribe 
.p~ospects, the .region can immensely , benefit making process , and sets a era which followed the civil · tq favour one anns seller over 
through shartng experiences a'nd collaboratlrig ' in model for underlings to. ~inu- war Is known ·as the Glided another ,lS"llkely to hurt both 
the area.. i. \ · · . late. For OhanclaJly strapped Age ; it soiled the heroic rcpu• the security and economy of 

. Prof Ch'owdhu!')"s concern for making .quality third .world -countries, these taUon .ol Ulysses S. Grant while ' the country.: . ·. 
. medicine!, available · to the people· af a cheape,r Journeys enta·tl exorbitant , another American pre~igent - . ..f.<>~'% c;xam~c, thc land.~ II -

price stemmed ftom ,the .fact · that life_ saving costs. E_xccsslve travelllng. re- . Andrew Johnson - barely _cense . . and loan allotments ·.a 
dru;J·· s in our OWi'.\ cm,jntry.·.are ·costly aqd .tJelow· mal11s ·nevertheless an affilc- e:s<;apcd impeachment· by the governmept .has made In a ' 

• •ty t' I f th lion · of uhderdevclcipment; ·congres~ ln 1'968. 'Even ·today. given period. These arc third 
qu 1 · at · imes. n some ·o ese respects 'we third . world ·leaders make .l as the Lockheed and Watergate world bellwethers. CorrupUon

1 have, a problerq, different from what one finds in more foreign .trips than those scandals showed. corruptl~n• .being generally unproductive 
: . C©untrtes ne/glibourtng. US. . · . ··. · ' of· the industriaHzcd. rich! .. of mone:( and power 'prevail I\' in ·. \het,e countries, · revolves 

· I At, pn:ae,nt there; is a . real opportunlfy for -the 
);lharmaceutl'cal c,o~pan!es t<> .~o good business 

·~ __ .J,;;;illile at the same time · I_ll~n4infug · ~quality. In 
the absence. of competition from outside, th<:r 
near.Jy have had a monci,Poly market. Taking ad­
vantage of that sonie pharmaceutical .companies 
not· only did complain of high cost . of raw ·ma.terl­
als bµt also adopted dubious mea,ns to increase 
their profit mar~~s. With some honourable ex-

.r ceptions. m3:D,Y a~g compa,nies qad to Withdraw. 
. a number. of substandard drug~ -fr6fi1 the . market. 
· By the time they wer~ withdfawn. a large number 
·, of': paUents , thrpughout the country had ,been 

treated with those medicines. And surprisingly. 
. there was no court case .against the manufactur­
ers •. let alone any punishment for this sertous of-

• fence. · · · · · · 
Thc;_n there was the •Scaridal with para,cetaiµol 

syrup. All this has made .peopte ·suspicious about 
our local drugs; Needless to, sayL such .a Joss of 

. confidence in the drug nianufacturtng companies 
carµiot easily be. ' repaired . . If medicines become 
suspect. not. on!Y.~!!~!l9tors';:t~~"!t~t:J<>u .but ·.~~'?'.' 
the dependability,".'ofi>fhe!''Wl'i'.ole ;!,'yistr-;., o{ ,.on.I" · 
health· care is called into question. ' Maybe. expe- · 
riences froIJI other South Asian countrtes can be 
of help. · · · 

I 

Politics an' . dpeople . / .. c,lsis In future. Save . Hl~h . ,c;,~Dlvlslon 
benches and courts at Th-aon 

. . Sir, . The a'llcgallon of vole . Motlµs Samad ClwuJdluuy leyel au· arc functioning. 
rigging rn · elections' has Phultalti Tea Eslate. Sylhei A sccl.lon of lntefesled c(r-
proved to be one of the ~st cle In the ~apital pr_otested , 
weapons lo the oppos!Uon po·. E:,q>ansi.OD ~f . against the ·SCIUng up of High 
l!Ucal parUcs lo give birth to a JU-di. •c•""' Court DMslon be.nches outside 
political crisis. The process of -J the capital and setting up of 
deriiocracy iS flOW In a sertou~ Sir, SJ.µce. Br.itlSh time · · courts,at thana level.. 
threat in our co·untry centering there . exist Munsfff and In India and Pakistan HJgh 
on this ~ssue. Effort~ Were "-Mag1strat~ ceurts at qUf ,[h&;fla · Court be~ches .are functioning 
made to solvC: the crisis for level. oUtstde provtncial capital.~. The _ 
g(ealer . Interest of de~ocraty' The pre'Vlolls · BN~ Govt. set' a.Im and the objective .of set-
and .slabll(ty bu~ 4lllmately·all up courts .of Aasll Sub.Judge at . •Ung ' up such courts were lo 
proved' to be un'fruitful. · Under- the then su'b-dlvlslon )eve!.. In meet the needs of the pe'ople · 
slanding .the,gravlty of the cci- 1·982. all the .thanas were 11,vlng far' lrom the cap(tal, ·and 
sis. the preserit government brought within the ambit of · gtve them the benefit of ·High 

' has taken up a progTamme to Munsiff and Magistrate collrts. Court ,' 01v1s19n bencl)es: The 
Introduce voter's· Identity The newly-createCl.64. di~trtcts Idea_ of setting up -~·Ugh Cour~ 
cards· and strengthC:n ·the-F?Iec- were als'o pr~yided, wtth courts Dlvf.sloh benches putsld~ . 
.(Ion , Com1I1lsslon,.. by .gMng 11· of Dlst./Sessloris Judge and . , Dhaka was put . fo'l"ard by 
moTd ·pOw,e'r. ·-.. ~·,,.-:• •~ · ·_ -_, AddJtlonal- Dlst/Sesslona NatlonaJ lawyers AssoclaUon, · 

Now. the quesuori ls .lf' a ,Judge. Similarly H)gh Court · ·.Dl)aka to . lhe ·prcsldent 9f the 
better polling system l,i lntr.o- . Division benches were set up · ceountry ln t 980. · 
duccd what will then· be .the al Chlllagong. Sylhet, Rangpur, · Article . 10()· . of the 
next · tool _ to _l;J'egtii ·a politic~ Jessore, Barlsal afld Camilla.. Constl_tlltlon PI"?V'ldes· for sea-

ture ·of underdev'elopll?ent. , · l WaShlngton · In pa'rllcular hcls 
Five, focus on a host of so- . perfected the skll!s of 'mixing · . 

cJaJ indicators Which normally _. poll1Jcs,_wijth buslnesfl, ' 8.1'.ld ,has 
. falls -~ whether from wea k­

neSs.' partisan politics. or 
ml,ndless ne~lecl - It i~ s\Jr~IY : 
on thc l'l?rink. :.}J:iefe 1,s an ur...­
ge_ncy tben _for C:itl'zen~ lo or-1 
ganize and! Ond ways to return 
lhc-country lp civility qnd rule 
Qflaw. · 

. signal whether . a society ls been tJstng MOUs as_balt. Thus 
h~3.ded ' for growth or slngna- · MlkhaJI ,GOrbiicACv was ' rC ..! 
tloll.·; · Is y'oUr· govcrnrrierit In- warded ,Wfth bllU6ns ·1n MOUs 
v~Sllng sertousfy In the sorest of'whJcl} less' than 500 .rtµUlori · 
.of gro\vth stocks -education •? · -dolla.J's In lnv~stments a~tua)ly 
H~w many la1vs wcrC. ¢nacled · materl<!,Jized. (Ill) po-not ever 
recently to prqtect a'nd ·ad-: .---.-----"----~------'-----'-'-,---~ 
vance thC rights of women : 
workers·, peasant,s, a1,d minori­
ties? Diet yo',ur country import · 
and p~scmble more- p_rlvote or 

- more · 1rnnspnrl vehicles last , 
year ? How 111 ~nv miles or new • 
iaJlways were a,.ided .? B_x whal f 
percentage w~re pow·er fail­
ures r~duced in. ~1ajor cllles· ? 
By \vha~ percenlage 'did. your,· 
fo.relan debt <lecrertse. or ctld · u 
~ qoc1 rorbld - · in<'rease? Old , 

· the populaUon ·grow1h abale rn . 
res'poilsc LO. govenimcflt ef­
forts ; • or did · Its Indifference 
.keep · the natlon·S procreative 
habits Intact ? · · ' 

Six. 11} lhjs er~ of p/ivaUza­
lion and fQre,lgn investments 1l 
ls ·crucial lo keep a sensible 
count of ' things that 'matter. 
For two licady years. perfectly ; 
educated . Mexicans danced . 

· arourid the dolJar Investments 
ii) their country. In 1995 they · 
woke up to a disaster. Thelr­
econOmy Is In ruins: In a sJngle 
month the · peso has _ fallen , 
ldrty-fivc per cent. As NAFTA's · 
mid-wife .. President .Clinton IS 
s training ·to brlJ'lg Mexico back 

~~~rld °::~~ri~~~s N~~v~a~i1~~.~ 
safely net as the United Stales 
ne:lghboUf arid ~ member . Of 
an Amerlcan-lcc( trade bloc; 
Out they ·,do have lessons lo 
learn from it. Amolig those the 
following ; '(!) Selling family 
Jewels or anUque furniture · 
(read prtvatlzatlonl) Is l)Ol the 
same_, as gcnei-atlng wealth., 
And u one · does not use the­
proceeds to pay off debts: then 

OPINION , . · ,· ',. 
Distant Thunder · 
. ,1.bu Ruilian Omar . 

)"mo:}t..__ eve ryday ,the ~rilllt" . ·ctC:-.lt-rs ·anct . cllst1·1butors. But 
news .ls _8.ppeaclng on nallonnl, even . lhen they ma,ntaln :their . 
dallies. Farmers are ·gelling own marketing a~d sales team• · 

•killed-. Their' 6n\y fau.ll is that '. lo oversee lhe dea'lers or dls­
,the_v ·want· to produce more fr.ibutors . In <'a.Se ofBCIC ferllt­
lOo<l.(!rains, so lhat ihe nation · lze"r ' where lhe d~mand ls leSS 
cuuh.l get · lwo meals · a 'day : ~ lhan lhe -produdion and · cost 

,Tlu:s \\";111!; 111 a llcvl i \le poverry : is less · thQ,n the selllng._prlce, 
thcv wa1ll Bi.Hl-.!laclesh lo be seif lhere Is nol a sinp;le reason. Jn 
sutlkl(·nl_ 111 l~od._ To p'roducC· economics for pr.iceS . to 1n-
n_1or7 · lhey- n~d- l~rtlllze~. lhey crease. · · 
nc~ diesel tor lrrlga tfon. lhey _The 12 ,. cfOre people' cir 

'nCed fair prt~.e · for lnpuls c_u1<l Bangladesh as shareholders or 
_outputs 'lhereo(. But ll appeat's· · BCIC has lhe· right . lo know 
tha t somebody docs not want what did -the marketing .and 
·these to happen. On 21st sales department C\f BCIC do? 
March. 1995 the authoriUes , "The· state m1i-ii$l~r." could ,he,u­
idenllfied ithat 'somebody' as tl)e whisper but BCIC was so 
the Chairman of BCIC . and · deaf · they ·are :·sull unable. to 
sacked him frorfl his job. Was· ·. hear the thynd ei-1 lr-.c!-te . 
he l~e c;>_nly person respons1- · · President Sattat had the gutt~ 
ble? 'As far. as l·n . to fire I l000 .bank officials bu.t 
October/November 1994 ll the present Incumbents are 
Wa~ ·re·porte~ _In nc.wspapers, _ happy to remoVe only one offi­
thal ·SSP wa~ being imported . ·eta! 
ICnustlohme snaaunl1hco· ro11·f1esTShPa,·v··• ·Tlth1ee .' . Let'Us make riO mlstake that 

if the farmers who constitute 
names and f!ddrrssC'~ <;>f those 80 per ceol of our nation get 
·tmµorters. tl )\'U\d~ uol I be lh llghl l r r th t h 
uowtSC to ask Lhal whal acllon ar~ 

5
L>!!mJ

5 
ch~~t•~!:f ol b~l~g 

has beei-t la.ken- ngainsl thOse · used or being made sca·pegoats 
Importers? Has any' .·~nqulry for others' benefit; Uie Ore that 
been conducted to •find out .. would . be lit would tcquir'e 
why bungling in distrlbullon ·or Jierculcan effort· to cxUngulsh. 
fertilizer ·started at a ll? As It ls, .Ibey arc being de-

We d0 adn:il~ that this Is lhC: prlved Of fair prJce of .their 
ern -or -free · economy. pr'oducts; they ' are· below 
Th'erefore : the markCUng ~ f . poverty level. they ·do not ·have 
f~fllllzers should be decen- · access lo many bp.s1:c human 
_lr.alls'ed, deconlrolle'd . But ri~hls and needs. But they live 
dues lhat mean instead· of one with a hope, i:.hey still.cherish 

sibtl of HJgh Court oivls1ori ,- BADC a · 0-UITlber of BADCs had a good harvest. The ingrcdi­
oulslde capital If the ·Chief ~to 1:>e· created In 't.he form Of ·enls or their dreams arc SCeds, 

'Justice Js saUsfied i:,f the ne- ·dealei:-s? And 'fhO ·a'r~ these fuel and fertilizer. ' Lei us not 
Cesslty; aJld t'r Js approved Dy dealers? W,hat were thr; ccile- tak~ away their dream. By sac­
the PresldC:nt. There are about rla . of appolnlment or such rlficing theJf lives the dre~s 
60 thousand. cases pendtng tn · d(al(:rs? · ' · - _ . mµsl not become nJghtmares. 
High GOurt ~vision. Hence~ . · BCIC is a state-owned en- Let the authorities admit to. 
the need ~or .. J:iigl) C,ourt :te~prtse. _Jrres_pcclive of own- ,lliC ·naUon tha't they have buri­

. Division benches outside capt-. cr~hlp. an - Industrial unit ls glcd .. May lt be unknowl_n'gly or 
ta'I ls . cotisplcuous . . The . re- Judged by-Its perfo~manCe. And for experimental reasons. Let 
startlog of .High Courl'Dlvlslon performance Is Judged ~ · the authorllles apologlze ·to· thc 
bencheS outside capital - at profit making abllllles. farmer's for the killings. , · 
Chillagong•, Khulna . . Bartsal. PrqducUon anc( markeUng arc' tlul Instead. often we hear 
Sylhct. Mymcnstngh _ ls Uius the two aialn . pillars of prof- , the booster .that we from a 
lmperatlv'e. , And ~or proper . UablUty. P_roducUon Is useless 1;_>3.sket case have ·becolTle a r1ce 
func~lonlng of subordinate unJess It 'is .. marketed. Every exporting naUoll. Our planning 
co~r\s and to cope, with Uie prDquctng ullJt all ove·r the · · is Such that we have excess 
present rush of cases In tile , Wo)'ld· .has its own markeUr;ig producUon of Urea. We were 
¢ou'rts of Asstst3:11t Sessions and sales units. They create · even exporting ":e~spdntS few 
Judge/Subordinate ·. JtJdge market. Look after the market y'~ars. bac_k and never thought 
.wlthdiawal, of ' the ,appellat_e demand, forecaSls. needs and of e,rpanSion. We tend tb -totally 
clvJI_ jurtsdlcUon also needed. deteimlne Sale . prices ket:plng forget · that wtth every passing 

cost. corhpeUtlon ri.r;id demand minute We' have four more 
· Muhamnuut Nazrul Huq . in mind. . . mouths to 'feed , For them we 

I North Ptr Mohalla, ~any of lhe multinationals . _ (leed to v1sUaJ1_se lhe future; and 
1
: 

Sylhet-3100 and local enterprises have start building now. 
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CU-exams · 
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B 
CHl'ITAGQNOC , Apr l: , · ci[ 
st'er de'grce . ftfial exarnfna- · , 

Uons under tile U[!lvetllty of ', 

A Fl()~tjrig. Mission·. . Chittagong scheduled Jor·Aprll outs 
. \ 0 , 20, 30 and May 4, 1995 belo 

. r ~ ~-

.. -, ' :,by'.:Raffat Binte Ji;shi'd . ' :· •' • 
I - • • - • ;. : ' • : \.... _j' ·. r-. : .• ; . ·', ~ .' • .... ~ t • L • .. .. • • ' .. , -

Friends! She has iuan)' and Yves Marre. D ·•nien the only solution lo the problem was · 
Frenc.h,man. Is y._el n.notfle:r:, .on~. on_.her 11st. .. to chru:igc ~e regisltatlon .. of ihe boat. .. lt wa~ 
Bangladesh with · h er h~lpleSsness anc;I her cliJl)c.a..w ·to find a country 'that }Vould give the 
chnrmln'g bea~t}'; at;racrf m~n~ phUah,throplsl ., . 11ag ~o s u ch , .a'1 -~adventu_re.: We ~rtcd tn .in 
like Marre... .. . 1 · ::, • ", , • -• Panama,Glbraltcr. West -Indies and finally an Is- -

F'e\v yen rs ago the Fr"enc'h g0Veniriierit ~e- . fand . tri Nrtca sao-Tonle···gave uS· ~elr 'flag and 
cided Lo de~lroy \a ll tJ:l;elfb~ges, Which. were . · w'? :ar·c $ti ll uncier-~~t,pag'.' h e cxplal_!ls his tri~ · 

" simply a n , econ om~c liability , to It. ¥orcover ,. , als a.t.evety
1
step. . ' ~ · · 

' Lhese huge Of.1l botrom to· n in length and"',16ft , . •. - r... :- , · • _. -, • · · · ,. 
In breath b~rges, still ln -good .~\ate..aru;I could ' Bu't ll wa'l .not all. Bef(!re ·settlng lhe sails, 

:be used for o.nolher JO yCats'or more: y,e;re, not ).,'they .need~ ~he belp Of q-te meteorogJcal · fore­
·neeclecl In EuropCan ·counlrie~ ·any more. . CaStS :-" ''Tolllollse. a .city In South of francc wa~ 

- ,. I · lhought lnfll 1l ;as a sham~:: W1thbuit'.:r i\h"~hcentre of r:n~teorqgical forc'Cc!-5t . . we. con- · .. 
lhlnklng ,or other poor 'cciuiltiies. Such 'deslruc- : . _tac~~ f~ h!lP~ Eac_h morning. t~ey were to. 

· ,tlOJl was $Imply •unnece$sary. L knew that• , Info.rm., them our J:?091Uon and also thc.,cllmate..: 
countries like South A'mCrica, Ratn ; fore.~it In '· •. report, .~ ar.re s,ays with that lielp: wp_tch gave 
A_mazon : • pfacea-· of ., Afr'icf .°:'\vfti:i ' rl\rers, ,:.' ~ them ,.fl_~~ _days .f_?r~cast without -error. •.tryey "' 
Bangladesh a ll c0u fo be beneflt(ed wHh ·'" (hese , s!'-1led_ In Janu~, ~ .e• ~orst Ume In Ule seas.. ·. 
IJarges."says Ma:-re s tarting ~9 ch·allc'otlt \viiy~ In ._. .. Ne~ ·CtcUy they ~topped for four Qays be: 
whlc-h Lhlngs collld proceed': , ., ' . .- ... _; - C'µ use ofa stotm. trlne_days ln __ Crete, lhree days . ..: 

. ,. . · ; · ·, . .ln ~u.ez. and t:hat's":-how their JOUf"I!ey" conUn-
. He haO once 00\M over' Bang\adc;sJ, in' lhe ued." whea the sea-~as alrcady_Dad. · : · ~ 

1110nsoon 5eason ...... io· him" the entli-~ c6untry· aP- , , , · • 0TheY .had ·onJy 1t\vq .crew on board one took ,. 
1j-eE1red UkC mJrror. "I hrid set mY mind I wa.ufd' •. :; lh~ whCcl, ,. and thC ... olh_er was on_ the engine; 
try to ~·r1.ng t_hpse b?rges ~o. B~flgladesh: (\'t~re:/ :who ~s.;also trying l6 #s le<:P. and cook a~ the; , 
o·ver Lhls place WaS geographically su itable .for · 1..~me1 UmC. A tJurd man-Joined the·m from sJez1 

'the na t bot~om vessels," _lhuS..:.,_he for:mCcf .tb_e · .. t hollgh,. to ease , thi:pg:3 ·oul. 'Vie took dl_esel 
rolllth ldf:a in his mJnd. · ._. t • " . :.l.:•- • ' from Egypt that-was polluted with bacteria. So ..... 

· . ' .· _ •· ". :. ., · •. : 111 thc~Red Sea oun;e~gJn~ "failed SC'!eral times: 
He lvould sel ,LIP .n.oatl,ng b,osph~s hei'e_. He - ,ve ha"d· to .. wash and filter. Even lake shelter 

~1el m~ny N'fOs tc_--lun,d such a. pr~~ect. alrpo~t JJ~hlnq lsta~ds f~r -t~~ fea r 0 f Ptrfl.lCs · or the . 
<1 11 were h)le resle? but Ro,la.J)' Clubs Alim Khiln . stonn .:"Tliey stopped a\' Djlboutl for 19 days. • 

_was .very keen. Wilh t!!,_e he lp .of th~-- ~otary .:,: -~ ~J • •,, 1 •• • ., : :.,·' • • ••. / • •· 

cluD. we thought•or·setllpg the fJoaUng_·dlsp~n- •' .~ ~• B~tween ~ds of winter and Uie opposite 
,.sary,:· he explains. . . . , . ' ~-,. .·:·. mo[!s~n winds, they ,hc!,d to Ond a gap to saJ~ 

. . . . • • ..~ •• 1 .• :..-· >::· \"_ across t,lie lndfo.- Ocean . "Within 21 days we 
Now he J,ad Lo star_t things at the other. enc:I . reached Cape ComOrJn Jn · 1.ndla. Now ~gan 

- Praiice .. Ther.e a NGO ,hOspltal 'HoQitaJ- Sans . _ clashes' wtth IndJcin •admlnJslrat:ion. Between 
°F'rontlere,' hospital without porder, hacl gri,~cl ic ~·rt' Lanka and,.lndlap·Ocean , we· re!lched.a porl 

· .to be a pnfl_ ·c,_f lhls team a(!~ 11roJect:"l've · which sale 'Golden Ship Is better Uian a silver 
brought people together .b'!l now lhe, probleJ!l ,-' Sh~ but 'n_o[hlng fs , belter ' tlian 'l'rlen,d shlp." 
layr with_ the admtnJsJ._ratlon -there. After a loi. of • .lfhfs made our way. our assoda.Uon's nime was 

_ Potltlc-:il loJ?bylng I rJ]a nagea o~e barge for: a , rr1e~dsh"19. -ancflhat~_, hOw we got ollr 8.uthor1za- . . 
syrnbolic 'one Franc. and '!1c;re ~ould . be 'more;• ~ tlcin ,!' h~;µ-pla1ns.,_ •Aftci: P8:yfng the· clVilliins. 
Marra.explains enthuslastlcp..lly. , · .~ ·;,. · , there.- thclr nonndl fee~ .of 4,000 (-which Was 

· . ..'. ,. ,: ·:- . . ' ,. '·tv:· ... anoclier'story), they setoudqr .~angladesh. , 
· Hungrr foi" adventi.1re he .continues ·saytne ; "We had onJy-dollar~ ·M d n_o bank or person_-_ 

The ne)vly-appointeil High Commissioner of lnaia to BangJaaesll.Deb Mukharji 'presented his , 
Cl'eae~tials to. President Abdur Rahman Biswas at Bangabhaban yesrerday,. ·....., PU) photo 

.·'Ne·w indian -Commitm:ent's.calh. 
' - • · By· Staff Correspondeiit , •. presents 

d Preslilenl of the Commlt-
Cfe ~ntiqls . ·mcnt. a voluntary organisation. 

Abu! Kalam' Azatl has urged 
, ·President Abdur Ra~man · · Pi-cs'ldent .Abaur Rnlim'an Bis•. 

Blswas called for lmme(Hate\ . 
resolution of Farakka problem was, Prtme Minister Begtim 
that caused adverse affects· on .Khaiedci. Zia Md Awaml League 
lhe· ecooomy and -cnvlronmenl · chief Sheikh Haslna to pul the 
· · • Farakjca Issue over to US Ftrst 

·~r Bangladesh, U,rough mutual• Lady ·tjlllnry Clinton durtAg Ja'(. 
discussions and .unders4,Itd- , .. t~r'• visit to B<1ngladesh. 
Ing, reports UNB. · · · · Toe ComrnltmeRl wesldenl 

· He ·made the call . '(hen • 
Hig h ·commJssloner desfgnate • In a statimenL yesterday wel• 
ri[ India to Bangladesh D,eh • corned . the US First Lady In · 

Additional­
-, assignment . 

' ' ' 
· The govenin1ent baS • at_...._ 

credited Tufall K Halder, tlie· 
prtscnt limbassado~-or Bangla'­

. des"n ,. to Cafro. • as the new· 
ambassador !o Sudan, reports. · , 

<YNB. ,._ ,. , . •' 

An oWctal handout zester- . 
day said Halder will po[d the 
new ... rCSponslblltUes corlcur­
renl wlt.b ,his present.. asSlgn­

·mCI)l, 'Mukharjl presented bis ere- •Ba~l~dcsb. · 

d9'1Uals at ·Bangabhab yes, -..,~;;,;,;;;;;;,;,;;;~~;,;,;,;,;,;;;,;,~~;,;,~;,;,;,;,;;,;;,;;,;,;;._-'-·J 
lerday"lbommg. · , . 

Welcoming_ the l'l!'W ·JlJgh 
commissioner. Prestden .Bis­
was sajd, government or"Bang­
fadesh has atlach~d hlghe'st 
lmP.ortance; ln m aintaining 
friendly and c'ordlal relations 
wllh India and h ave been mak,­
tng slncer~ efforts to promote 
this.. ' A 

~ARE~R IN ADVERTISING 

tlu\l these b~ges s.alled on TIVer~1tnd fhanne]~ ,. ch~ngc;_g_ do1,lats . there. W~ went . to ~an ,Indl~ 
but never on seas' and _rnere were nb~way other t erotes.tant mJssionary and the ~school headmas-
lhan pay.Ing huge [relghl ,charges ' to._brlng· ll lcr"·': ter, there: pato ·two-thlrds 0~ hls , sal,ary, fo. els,: Obitu, ar, .X. . ,-
DtJaka. The _::;ea was the Only route.~~'=; (Jlostl H.IS gem;:rq~'help gave us the ... ~orill suppbrt ·as 
•opamtsllc. sale\ thal the ba:rge•woµ ld lurn turlle , well ,'; ,., .. ~ _ · I Alhaj As,lifaqul Halder Chow-

We are a fast g~o·wing ftill service · Advertisi~g 
Agency, .affl,liated to··Mudra ·Communications Ltd, 
lnd"'s third largest agency. w.e· have a -vacan'cy· 
for a Client Service Executiva who wili·' be willing ' 
ta-. work in"" a • professional, r,,on · •. hierarchic -
environment ... The ideaf ca·ndidate;.' under 36; · 

• should flav°Q-·a· Masters D~gree ·either in Busin~sf 
Administration· or · in · English wfth . excellent ' 

.and fiiUtnto pleces· nq{b~~g:able .. l~ l~~e' .. l~e· lt· 1
.~· f : .- .· , ... : . : . -: , ... dhury, a ·.1:>u~Jiiess man .'8.nd ' 

jxessuie. . · .. ,, . · , ·• ~ : \, Wl'len the¥ aµi.Ved In ,the . Bay of Bengal · social worker. "died oJ ·cardlac 
, · ~ . , , . · . . · · around .May it was the worst .Ume. ·There wa~ ... , arrCst. ae his DhanrnondJ ,r~st•. 

4 ~h~ ~overnmcnr set up a· ~urvey vessel . to ,/,• .. 70, Pe-r Cent .chance of cyclqne and they could : dencc Frtd:3-y nJght.' He was 60, 
keep nn ~ye on the barge~ thar It 4~e!!.._s~.t " face· not_a ' slnglC oii:~ of -them Ulen. Wo~no~~ says a press release. . . .... 
sail. 7:11ept1re mission came ,10 •.a stand sUII. L , ao'a,~austed _lhey des lqed _to go· to Moi:,gla . .. · · • 
am nol a s~lor by profession, _il ls ,f!ly hoQb!-' I ! .:··"When : we · arrtyed at .tl"J.e ·Mqngla_ Port we ¥AshfaqllfHa.tdei' Chowdhury 
have ~ailed .acruss Lhe ALl~Uc Ocean , i!'1or:ie Qn werf! rbbbed of oJr: valuables,. Ucke'ts ,, Collars .. IL .. , was the eldest son of latt Khan 

. a 15ft yac,hl. and so L_t~ave ·some,,e_xpertence. --: toOk:: Us three·ancl '_a' half months to compJe
0

Le I Bahnd\JT~u1 HaJderC ' -
B':1l •then a:gain l had· to convince pe~ple," .h_;,.,.,. the tl(lng Jou·rney_and this wds ollr welcome;' dhury': a forme.r provincial 
saYs.qbite.fruslrated g<:>lrlg back t~ thosc.•d~ys-. here," he.expresses his shock. · . . · nlste: o('crstwhlle Pakl;stan: 
. -for .an en_tlre year h~ trans[oqnecj -tt,e .barge ; . ' The barge Is lil Narayanganj port )ind \S, Ull · • . • His namaz-e-Janaia was b Id 

lnlo a Oalafld li_~ed lp.ere o.n:~eriv';_r: ~eJns--Jn .. r. d e:i; .tran·sfQnnaUon:_TherCwtll b~ two s t~pS .P~ ..a Sobhanba h O Ue r r 
Paris. ··~ut. I. was mlssing::.thei_:Q.m:_n sea~ 1 t: d--::.:.:...... ...... .:..-~•an.,.~ • · ,-· · · 

;COll))!'Unication.skills·in English, ' . . " .,. , 

If .you· ;re interested;. iiv-a.' ·challengirig . care~r i~­
_ad~eriising, m!!il yovi CV with a· rectln~ passport -: 
,size p!M;!tograph ·to feai::h us la~est bY· April 10, 
- 1995. Use· of influence • will be regarded -as . : 
' djsqualification. . :. . 
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wUl now'bc held ob April 13, 'desb 
23 and May 2 ei,d'T, '19,95, due · and 
unavoldabJe ' .circuinstance,. .. H 
reports a:~-., · < - ' ch 2 
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