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legal immigrants who wish to become naturalized Americans; second, it will
assist community and social service organizations that help legal immigrants by
providing English-language instruction and other services that help them
qualify for citizenship; finally, the fund will assist organizations conducting
efforts, both in the courts and through public education campaigns, on the
issues of naturalization and immi- gration.

I do not believe that an open society requires open borders. But what is at
stake here is justice: equal treatment and the rule of law, regardless of
immigration status. I hope that the Emma Lazarus Fund will make a significant
impact on the lives of thousands of immigrants, helping them as they search for
the American dream and allowing them to participate fully in American political
life. If the gesture I am making today can do that, I will consider it one of
the best investments I have made.
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