








COALITION "MISSING"

U.S. CITIZENS MURDERED, TORTURED, ASSAULTED OR MISSING IN GUATEMALA

ORGANIZATIONAL SUMMARY

Coalition "Missing" is an association of United States citizens who have been directly affected by state-
sponsored violence in Guatemala. The Coalition works to increasc awarencss about human rights violations in
Guatemala and supports cfforts to improve the situation. Coalition members ecither have lost family members
or have themselves been physically assaulted as a direct result of the repression in Guatemala. Coalition
"Missing" was formed in December 1993.

The Coalition disseminates information to the US public, media, and Congress about human rights abuses
in Guatemala; supports human rights activists and organizations in Guatecmala; and provides mutual support
and advice for all Coalition members.

COALITION MEMBERS:

@ Trish Ahern, of Washington, DC, and Peter Kerndt, MD, of California, the sister and brother of Ann Kerndt,
who was killed in 1976 with Father William Woods when their small plane crashed mysteriously in the Ixcan
jungle. Ann Kerndt worked for the Direct Relief Foundation at the time. The Guatemalan government report
stated that poor weather was the causc of the crash, but family members consulted weather records and found
that conditions were perfect for flying. Later, engine failurc was cited as the cause, but the engines were found
to be in working order. Witnesses reported seeing soldiers shoot down the plane. Father William Woods had
reccived death threats prior to the crash (sce entry on the Williams Woods casc).

® Sam Blake, of New York, the brother of Nick Blake, a journalist exccuted by the Guatemalan civil patrollers
in 1985. For ycars, Guatemalan officials obstructed investigation of the case, and Blake's remains were not
located until 1992. Blake's two brothers have filed suit against the Guatemalan government through the Inter-
American Court on Human Rights of the Organization of American States (OAS). The Court agreed to hear
the petition in August 1995. The Court, which is the highest enforcement mechanism of the OAS, is authorized
to issue a binding judgment against Guatemala.

@ Sky Callahan, of Texas, a documentary filmmaker who was abducted at gunpoint in Guatemala City and
beaten unconscious. Callahan was part of a delegation organized by two Texas human rights groups to
document the human rights situation in Guatemala. On July 4, 1995, after interviewing campesinos who were
protesting in the Central Plaza, Callahan was approached by soldiers, who asked him to lcave. As he was trying
to pack up his camera gear, one hit him in the shin with his rifle butt. On July 7, after leaving a restaurant in
Guatcmala City, he was forced into a car by unidentified men. The men drove Callahan around the city,
removed him from the car, and beat him badly.
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Torture victims often seem nameless and faceless.
But beliind every victim, there is an individual, a family,
a community and a world being affected by torture.

Statement by Sister Dianna Ortiz
March 31, 1996

Today, on Palm Sunday, [ begin my silent vigil for TRUTH in front of the White
House—-the truth about my own case, and the truth about all those Guatemalans who have
suffered and died at the hands of the officially sponsored death squads. For those of us who
know and love Guatemala, it is painfully clear that our own United States government has
been closely linked to these death squads, and has a great amount of detailed information
about those of us who have survived as well as those of us who have perished. We need and
demand this information so that we can heal our wounds, bury our dead, and carry on with
our lives. We need and demand this information so that we can insist on change, insist that
these terrible realities never be repeated.

People ask how long I will be in front of the White House. I can only respond with a
question: How long will the U.S. government keep the TRUTH from me? Who is Alejandro,
the U.S. citizen present at my torture? He is a pivotal piece of my past and a symbol of the
very real and daily fact of my continuing torture——the torture of silence and secrecy. On
behalf of all of us I demand that President Clinton declassify all U.S. government information
related to human rights abuses in Guatemala, from 1954 to the present, and that the IOB
release the full text of its report, not just a summary. I want the full truth about Guatemala.

[ will now maintain my silence, not a silence of complicity or coverup, but a silence
of commemoration for the thousands of known and unknown victims and survivors who have
been abducted, tortured, assassinated and disappeared in Guatemala in the past three decades.
[ will not be alone on this vigil, for I know that those who have lost their lives or their
beloved family members and the thousands who have been tortured will be with me in spirit.
A candle will bum day and night as a reminder to President Clinton and his administration
that there is a presence in the park—-a presence that represents those victims and survivors
whose flame will never die. As President Clinton and his administration sleep peacefully,
many of us fight to stay awake--to protect ourselves from the recurring visits from our
torturers.

Many of you know my story. What is often overlooked is that my experience is a
daily occurrence in Guatemala. More than six people a week, on average, are killed for
political reasons. More than two a week are tortured. The total death toll may never be
known. The army's counter—insurgency campaign has left an estimated 150,000 dead and
another 45,000 disappeared, victims of the dreaded official death squads. This staggering
death toll is far higher than that of the dirty wars in Argentina, Chile, and El Salvador. Most
of these violations were visited upon the Mayan population. Some 440 Mayan villages were
wiped off the map. Hundreds of people vanished. Their mutilated, charred remains are only
now beginning to emerge from secret mass graves. The truth, in Guatemala, is beginning to
be unearthed. What about in the United States? When will the truth be exhumed?















October 17, 1989

October 21, 1989

November 2, 1989

November 3, 1989

Early November 1989

November 5, 1989

November 8, 1989

[ return to San Miguel Acatan and receive another threatening letter
stating, "It is dangerous for you here, the army knows you are here.
Leave the country."

Sister Darlin and I arrive at the Posada de Belén Retreat Center.

Around 8:00 AM,, I am abducted from the Posada de Belén
(Religious Retreat Center) in Antigua, Guatemala.

After being interrogated, repeatedly raped and brutally tortured and
witnessing the torture of other people, I am returned to the same
room where the interrogation initially occurred. It is this room
that I encounter face to face Alejandro, the U.S. citizen who gives
direct orders to my torturers. Alejandro, whom the torturers have
referred to as their "boss," escorts me out of the clandestine cell and
puts me into a grey jeep. He informs me that he will take me to
a safe haven, the U.S. Embassy, where his friend will help me leave
the country.

While in the jeep, I converse with Alejandro in English. He
responds in poor, heavily accented Spanish, until at one point, he
answers me in unmistakable, American English, primarily to threaten
me not to pursue any action against my torturers. [ am aware that
we are in Zone 10. When he stops the jeep in heavy traffic, I
manage to jump out of the jeep and run. A kind woman takes me
in and gives me directions to get to Zone 1.

My back is examined by Guatemalan doctors at the Papal Nuncio.
Others people, such as Monsignor Penados del Barrio, witness the
bums on my back.

['m told that I met with Ambassador Thomas Stroock very briefly.

With the assistance of the Papal Nuncio and the U.S. Embassy, I
leave the country.

[ am examined by my family physician, Dr. Gutierrez, in Grants,
New Mexico.









January 1991

April 1991

July 1991

August 1991

September 1991
October 1991

November 1991

February 1992

Jorge Serrano wins the run-off clection and takes over the
presidency. I am interviewed by representatives of the U.S. State
Department.

Jorge Serrano disbands the Special Commission established by
President Cerezo to investigatc my case.

The Ursulins send a third delegation to Guatecmala. Serrano's
Attomey General, Asisclo Valladares, names Guatemala's first
“"Special Prosecutor” Fernando Linares to investigate my case and
push for a resolution through the courts.

The case is transferred from the court in Antigua to the Fifth

Criminal Court of the First Instance in Guatemala City after another
judge has replaced Mosquera. The Antigua judge responsible for
the case at the time of the transfer to Guatemala City states that he
has not investigated the case because he does not belicve my
testimony, since "she claimed that the men torturing her had drunk
wine and everyone knows we Guatemalans only drink beer or rum."

Special Prosecutor Fernando Linares and representatives of the
Office of the Human Rights Ombudsman are invited to interview
me in Kentucky.

The Special Prosecutor refuses and the Ombudsman's office accepts.

I am interviewed in Kentucky by investigator Maria Eugenia de
Sierra, Assistant Human Rights Ombudsman.

The Special Prosecutor and/or an investigator from his office are
again invited to interview me in the United States [no response
is received, despite repeated letters and phone calls].

The Ursulines send a fourth delegation to Guatemala. Arrangements
are made with Linares and Ambassador Stroock for me to return to
Guatemala to testify before the court in Guatemala City.

Femando Linares finally receives legal authorization from the
Attomey General's office required for him to pursue my case before
the court.






June 1994

Early November 1994

February 1995

[ receive information from a number of sources that former Special
Prosecutor in charge of my case in Guatemala, Fernando Linares.
has recommended to the Guatemalan Fifth Court of First Instance
that my case be dismissed for lack of evidence. Upon receiving this
news, [ write to a number of Guatemalan and U.S. officials—-
including Ambassador to Guatemala, Marilyn McAfee—--to protest
this action. Marilyn McAfee writes back informing me that she has
made contact with the new chief prosecutor of the Public Ministry
of Guatemala, Ramses Cuestas, and he has told her the investigation
into my case would continue.

I return to Guatemala for the fourth time. On November 3, [ meet
with Chief Prosecutor Ramses Cuestas to discuss the investigation
of my abduction and torture. He informs me that my case has not
been closed; instead, it has been returned to the Public Ministry,
since this office has the responsibility for judicial investigations
under the recently enacted Criminal Procedure Code. Cuestas
promises to provide me with periodic status reports on the
investigation. These reports are to be forwarded to me by the
Embassy. A year and a half has passed, and I'm still waiting for
the first report. ’

Mr. Cuestas also inforins me that the evidence of my abduction and
torture is very strong and he finds it unbelievable that the case has
not moved more quickly in the past five years. He states that the
problem is that there has not been the political will on the part of
the military to conduct a thorough investigation, and that there has
been a problem getting access to military installations and
investigating the actions of the military. (I recorded this conversation
with Cuestas.)

Guatemalan authorities continue to make defamatory statements
about me. Maurice de Ledn, a spokesperson for the Guatemalan
military, makes statements on Guatemalan television and to the
foreign press accusing me of being the chief spokesperson for the
rebel forces in Guatemala and asserting that, for that reason, [ lack
credibility.

[ file a complaint against the government of Guatemala

before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the
Organization of American States. On February 3, I provide oral
testimony to the Commission. A decision is pending.



April 12, 1995

March 30, 1995

Early April

May 10, 1995

August 14, 1995

September 15, 1995

A federal court in Boston holds General Hector Gramajo responsible
for the commission of gross human rights abuses and orders him
to pay $47.5 million in damages to the plaintiffs, who include
myseclf and cleven Guatemalans. [ am awarded $5 million.
Gramajo is found responsible for my abduction, secret detention,
and torturc. Months later, the U.S. State Department revokes his
visa.

President Clinton directs the Intelligence Oversight Board (IOB) to
conduct a government-wide review of the disappearance of Efrain
Bamaca and the death of Michael DeVine. The scope of this
inquiry also covers any intelligence bearing on the deaths,
disappearances or abuses of U.S. citizens in Guatemala since 1984.
My case is included in this investigation.

[ file a Freedom of Information Act request to obtain my documents
from the following government agencies: Army Intelligence,
Central Intelligence Agency, Defense Intelligence Agency,
Department of Defense, Department of State, the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, and the National Security Agency.

My legal representatives and I attend a meeting with Ed Levine,
Scnator Specter's aide, and the Senate Intelligence Committee.
During this meeting, I give my testimony.

My legal representatives and I meet with the members of the
Intelligence Oversight Board. [ provide the IOB with an oral
testimony. A more detailed affidavit with highly sensitive material
is given to members of the [OB, who agree to keep it confidential.

My legal representatives, Anna Gallagher and Michelle Arington,
as well as Ted Keating and myself meet with Dan Seikaly and Bob
Chaney from the U.S. District Attorney's office. In this meeting Mr.
Seikaly explains how a criminal investigation proceeds in a typical
case involving crimes outside of the U.S. Mr. Seikaly states that
my case is not a typical case. In my case, he says, the FBI had
difficulty obtaining information from me during the initial
investigation stage. Apparently, my lawyer had informed the FBI
that [ was not interested in meeting with government officials. After
my return to the States, I'm told that the FBI requested to meet and
that I denied their request. The torture experience left me in a very
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Torture victims often seem nameless and faceless.
But behind every victim, there is an individual, a family,
a community and a world being affected by torture.

President Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

February 7, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

[ am writing to implore your assistance in an urgent matter. It's my
understanding that you've been briefed on my case and for that reason I will not
bombard you with specifics.

For more than six years [ have battled tirelessly to learn the truth of why
[ and innocent Guatemalans fell victim to inhuman acts committed both by
Guatemalans and US citizens. After my release, US officials opted to ignore what
had happened to me; instead, in concert with the Guatemalan government, they
concealed the truth by orchestrating a smear campaign against me with the intent
of ruining my credibility. It was not until last spring's scandal that a sudden
interest was awakened in my case and those of countless Guatemalans. But even
with all of this, I still, to this day, more than six years later, do not know the
truth.

In April of last year, I filed my Freedom of Information Act request to obtain
access to US government documents on my case. [find it very disturbing to know
that various entities that are conducting an investigation of Guatemala cases~-
the IOB, the Senate Intelligence Committee, the Justice Department, etc.--all
have access to my documents. I, on the other hand, have not received one shred
of paper, nor have I been given any substantial information on my case. I am the
only one who has nightmares about what happened. Yet I am the only one, it
seems, who is not allowed to know.

[ would like to share with you how the experience of torture continues to
torment me. Like many torture survivors, [ dread the arrival of night. The
stillness of the darkness pounds on the locked doors of my mind. [ know that if
[ close my eyes the torturers will return. Awake I fight them; asleep I am
powerless. Recently, unable to fight my body's need for sleep, I closed my eyes.
[ dreamed my torturers escorted me into a room that screamed of hell. The walls
were splattered with dried blood and the floor was carpeted with mounds of
human waste. In the middle of the room was a cot-like bed with a blood-stained
sheet. My torturers ordered me to peel the sheet back. On the cot lay the
unblemished body of a woman. [ watched as they marred her body, severed her
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breasts, charred her skin into round holes with the tips of their cigarettes. The
once unblemished face was black and blue, covered with blood., and distorted
beyond recognition. The woman cried out for help. I tried to protect her from
these monsters. The room became an arena and Alejandro sat in the seat of
"honor." Behind him sat an entourage of US officials. With a pipe in his mouth,
he watched nonchalantly as a human life was destroyed. I awakened--with a
bloody nose and bruises where my flailing hands had pounded against the wall.

You see, Mr. Clinton, I always want out. Out of this nightmare. Out of this
past. Out of this room with Alejandro and my Guatemalan torturers. But the
nightmare doesn't end when I awake because Alejandro is not just a dream image.
He is a pivotal piece of my past and a symbol of the very real and daily fact: He
represents six years of US officials that have lied to me, concealed truth, denied
me basic information, and tried to keep me in the darkness.

Why is my government concealing the truth from me, from the Guatemalan
people, and from the American public? Who isthis American, Alejandro, who not
only was present in the torture chamber but had the authority to give orders to
my torturers? Why is my government protecting him? Is national security a
higher priority than human life?

Like the Guatemalan people, [ want desperately to put the past behind me.
[ have been very patient for six years. What would you do? God forbid, but what
if it had been your daughter, your wife? What would you tell her? Forget?

Mr. Clinton, you can put these ghosts to rest by ordering a comprehensive
andrapid declassification of US government documents pertaining to my case and
to all human rights violations in Guatemala. Give us the truth and let us rest.

Time is running out for me. If the IOB report does not reveal answers to my
search for the truth, then I have no other choice than to take strong action.
Perhaps hunger strikes or other actions are the only means of obtaining truth in
this country. I don't want attention. All I want is peace...for myself and for the
Guatemalan people. [ don't think that's too much to ask.

Thank you for listening,
- Sister Dianna Ortiz, OSU

cc: Frank Fountain. counsel for the IOB
Anthony Harrington, Chairman of the IOB,
Anthony Lake, Assistant to the President for National Security
John Shattuck, Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights
Selected Congressional offices



THE WHITE HOUSE
| WASHINGTON

March 29, 1996
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|

1

Dear Sister Ortiz:i

Thank you for your;letter bringing your concerns directly to my
attention. I deep*y regret the suffering you so movingly
describe and offer |you my sincere sympathy.

I believe you are %ware that I have directed the Intelligence
Oversight Board (IQB) to conduct a complete review of all
intelligence information that may bear on the facts of your case.
In parallel with tqe IOB’s review, the Justice Department is also
currently investigating your case. The IOB is working as quickly
as possible to complete its challenging work while ensuring its

review is thorough" The IOB hopes to finish its review in the
£irst -halify of Ehis %ear.

Once I have revieweh the IOB’s report, I intend to make all
appropriate information available to you, the other victims or

their families and the public. The IOB will contact you directly
to share this information with you.

The experiences you|recount are terrible and clearly haunt you
still. The IOB’s unprecedented review is nearing completion, and
I hope its report m%y help you gain some measure of peace. 1In
the meantime, I know the IOB will continue its dialogue with you
on the status of its8 review.

Sincerely,

Sister Dianna Ortiz,| OSU
708 Rock Creek Church Road, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20010



