


























Dear Seeds of Peace,

Peace ... Peace ... Peace ...

Now the Palestinians are living
under the authority of the PNA in my
city, Nablus.

When the Palestinian Authority
came to Nablus, all the citizens came
out of their houses and went to the
place where the soldiers came. That
is the place at the prison of the past,
and everyone went to where he was
taken during the Intifada.

| went there when it was about 10
p.m. on Tuesday night and started
walking in the prison, with happiness
in my heart — that area in which no
one liked to be during the Intifada.
Now all of us entered it.

On Wednesday all the scouts
marched in the city with their musical
instruments for about five hours
from 6:30 a.m. till about 12:30 p.m.
without feeling tired from walking.
And right there was a celebration
from 6 p.m. till 1 or 2 a.m. and all the
people were in the streets
celebrating — boys, girls, men,
women and old women. With smiles
on their faces, people were dancing
and the streets were full of people.

On Thursday, the same thing
happened. But on Friday, a special
day in Nablus, Chairman Arafat came
to Nablus at 10 a.m. to the east of
the city at the prison in his
helicopter, and gave a speech for
about a half-hour. Then he prayed in
the prison, the Friday praying. Then
he left and went to another city,
Jericho, to meet Mr. Christopher.

During those four days, there
wasn't school, so the students
wouldn’t have homework to do and
they could celebrate those historical
days. At every department, on every
street, everyone was raising our
Palestinian flag.

There are three great things that
the PNA has done:

I) It took all the spies during the

Intifada.

2) It placed two or three policemen
in front of every school for girls

so no one can do any bad thing
in front of their schools.

3) It took all the guns from the
civilians.

The Palestinians feel sorry for the
killing of Mr. Yitzhak Rabin.

Now we feel safe and secure, not
threatened. But still we can't feel
free, as we have to get permission to
go to Jerusalem or Gaza Strip. There
are check points to stop the cars in
the roads out of the cities. We hope
this will be over.

I've applied for the Palestinian
passport. The next time | travel, I'll
be using it and not the Jordanian or
Israeli document. Thank God I'm
raising my Palestinian nationality all
over the world.

— Ibrahim Khader
Palestinian delegation
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My Condolences and
Congratulations

Lately, we have been watching TV
about the consecutive bombing
incidents in the Region — bombings
which are aimed at obstructing the
Peace Process. | resent such devious
attempts and I'm sure that such
irrational conduct will never succeed
in destroying the solid foundation of
Peace. Together, hand in hand, we
should stand side by side and
continue laying the bricks of a new
eternal monument of Peace. | wish
to convey my condolences to the
families of the victims who suffer.

But every cloud has a silver lining.
Although the target of the enemies of
Peace was to destroy the process, on
the contrary, it led to a successful
historical gathering for all the
Presidents nationwide.

They expressed their anger and
opinions. Finally, it was concluded by
fruitful results in benefit of the Peace
Process. It was indeed a fuel refill to
keep the Peace train moving.

Needless to say, I'm talking about

the Sharm Ei Sheikh Summit for
Peacemakers. Congratulations!

— Rami Abdoul Naga

Egyptian delegation

Les bons tuyaux
FAITES VOUS Des COPAINS ...

La vie n'est pas la jungle! Il y a plein
de gens qui débarquent et ne
connaissent personne. Ouvrez les
yeux, un petit sourire a votre voisin
ou voisine de I'amphi et il ou elle
deviandra peut-étre un super copain.
Il suffit de fuire le premier pas et
d'aller vers les autres. Vous verrez,
c’'est tout simple!

REUSSISSEZ VOS EXAMS

Il n'y a pas de mystére, il faut bosser
réguliérement. Travailler ses cours
tous les soirs, ses TD sérieusement
pour éviter les impasses fatales. Les
nuits blanches une semaine avant les
exams ne servent pas a grand-chose!
— Votre ami du Caire, Rami
A bientot!
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The Mirror of Pain
by Toyan Notz

Your hate is boiling up inside;

It has no place to run and hide.
Your heart is breaking dean in two;
There's nothing anyone can do.
Your soul becomes a lake of fire.
To hurt someone is your desire.
You want someone to feel the pain,
That's almost driving you insane.
You then look up so silently

Into the eyes of your enemy.

And instead of ugly, mocking glares

You see your pain reflected there.
— Sent in by Sara Abbabneh
Jordanian delegation
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Jewsin Israel, U.S. Split on Palest

POLL

Continued from Al

The Los Angeles Times Poll,
supervised by Times Poll Director
Susan Pinkus, was conducted
nationwide among 848 American
Jews by telephone from March 8
through April 1. The poll by Ye-
dioth Ahronoth—the largest daily
in [srael—was conducted by the
Dahaf Research Group; it surveyed
1,011 Israeli Jews by telephone
from March 12 through March 23.
The margin of sampling error on
the American poll is plus or minus
four percentage points; on the
Israeli poll, it is plus or minus three
percentage points.

Among the many things on
which Israeli and American Jews
agree is that things in Israel are
headed in the wrong direction.

Only 40% of Israelis belleve that
their country is “generally going in
the right direction.” Virtually the
same number, 42%, say it is “seri-
ously off on the wrong track.”

The perspective from America is
more critical, with 49% saying that
Israel is on the wrong track and
only 26% saying that it is headed in
the right direction.

That assessment could reflect
disquict about the course of peace
negotiations between Israel and
the Arabs.

In both Israel and America, sup-
port is strong for the 1993 Oslo
peace accord—though support is
stronger in Israel, 77%, compared
to 66% in the United Slates: Re-
spondents in both countries were
read a description of the pact.

Forty percent of Israelis
strongly approve of the peace
agreement; only 29% of American
Jews register strong support.

Under the accord, secretly ham-
mered out in Oslo and nearby
locations while official negotiations
were carried out in Washington,
Israel agreed to return part of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip cap-
tured in the 1967 Six-Day War to
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the Palestinians in exchange for
peace and official recognition of
Isracl’s statehood.

Five years later, the scope and

timing of Israeli pullbacks from the:

occupied territories have proven
an obstacle to [ull implementation
of theaccord.

In both America and Israel, large
majorities favor returning some of
the occupied land—69% of Ameri-
cans, 71% of Israelis.

Only 18% of American Jéws, but
30% of Israelis, favor returning
“all or most” of the occupied land,
while 16% of Americans and 17%
of Israelis oppose returning any.

But only 18% of Americans be-
licve that the on-again, off-again
peace process' has made Israel
more secure; 28 % of Israelis do. By
comparison, 35% of Americans and
33% of Israelis believe that the
peace process has made Israel less
secure.

And the day is apparently far off
when Israelis would be willing to
call Palestinians not just neighbors
but friends. Two-thirds of Israclis
say they hold an unfavorable im-
pression of Palestinians; 35% say it
is"very unfavorable.”

Removed from the tensions of
the scene, only 39% of Amecrican
Jews hold an unfavorable impres-
sion of the Palestinian people.

Perhaps surprisingly, though,
Americans hold a more negative
view of Palestinian Authority
President Yasser Arafat’s inten-
tions than do Israelis.

By 50%-37%. American Jews
believe that Arafat is not sincere in
wanting to push the peace process
along. Among Israelis, he gets the
benefit of the doubt: 49% say that
he is sincere, while 45% say he is
not.

Though essentially half of Israe-
lis believe that Arafat sincerely
wanls peace, they nevertheless
don’t like him, with 83% holding
an unfavorable impression and just
11% a favorable one. Among
American Jews, the negative view

prevails, 73%- 15%.

Both American and Israeli Jews
believe that Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu is sincere
about moving the peace process
forward: 60% in the United States,
63% in Israel.

But opinion over Netanyahu is
divided.

A 36% plurallty of each group
belleves that Netanyahu's govern-
ment has made things between the
United States and Israel worse.
Only 19% of Americans and 20% of
Israelis belleve that his govern-
ment has made things better.

Though it might be considered
something of a novelty for any
group of Americans to be intensely
knowledgeable about the affairs of
a foreign country, let alone express
an opinion about whether another
nation is on the right or wrong
track, the relationship - between
United States and Israeli Jews is
unique.- .

U.S. Jewish charities and fund-
raising agencies .contribute mil-
lions of dollars annually to Israel.
And for generations, Jews world-
wide have prayed to be able lo
return to Israel; even Jews born
and reared in the United States
frequently develop an emoti®nal
kinship with Israel,

As a consequence, 86% of
American Jews think that what
.happens in Israel is important to
them personally.

Indeed, 41% of American Jews
polled say they have visited Israel
at least once, and 42% say they
have friends or relatives there.
Among Israeli Jews, 37% have
visited the United States and 73%
have friends or relatives in this
countr®

Despite the Zionist ideal of Jews
reuniting in a Jewish state, only
7% of Amecrican Jews say they
could sce themsclves ever moving
to Israel, while 16% of [sraclis say
they could see themselves moving

Despite the Zionist ideal of Jews
reuniting in a Jewish state, only
7% of American Jews say tLhey
could see themselves ever moving
to Israel, while 16% of Israelis say
they could see themselves moving
lo America.

The most public difference be-
tween American Jews and Israelis
in the last year has involved issues
of religious pluralism.

At the heart of the dispute are
daunting theological differences,
including whether Jewish religious
law always applies in the contem-
porary world—as the Orthodox in-
sist—or, for instance, whether a
child born of a Jewish father and a

‘non-Jewish mother is just as Jew-
ish as a child born to a Jewish
mother, as the Reform movement
holds.

These and other differences
have come to be focused on the
issue of conversion. Currently,
only conversions made under the
auspices of Orthodox rabbis are
considered valid in Israel. The
same goes for religious marriages,
divorces and funerals.

Over the last year, the Reform
and Conservative movements have
pressed for recognition of their
legitimacy to undertake conver-
sions in Israel.

What the polls make clear, how-
ever, is that although the Orthodox
have long enjoyed a monopoly on
religious affairs in Isracl, support
for that monopoly is potentially
soft.

Among Israelis who describe
themselves as secular, many say
they would like to be more Jewish
than they are now and may be
open lo new .ideas about religion
because they are not attracted to
Orthodoxy. There is also consider-
able support in Israel for plurallsm,
so that even many Israelis who
would not turn to a Reform rabbi to
marry them feel that those rabbis
should have the right to perform
marriages.



Those views are reflected in the
poll data. Similarly, the poil sug-
gests that many Israeli Jews en-
gage in religious practices that are
not all that different from Reform
and Conservative Jews in America.

A majority of Israelis, 54 %, iden-
tify themselves as “secular” Jews.
But 88% of Israelis say they al-
ways or usually attend a Passover
Seder; 83% light Hanukkah can-
dles; 72% fast on Yom Kippur, the
Jewish Day of Atonement; and
£3% light Sabbath candles at least
some of the time.

In America, by comparison, 84%
of Conservative Jews and 75% of
Reform Jews attend a Seder; 79%
of Conservative Jews and 74% of
Reform Jews light Hanukkah can-
dles.

On the senstuve issue of defining
who is a Jew, Americang and
Israelis were asked to choose the
person they considered “more”
Jewish: someone with a Jewish
mother who doesn’t practice the
religion, or a person whose mother
is not Jewish but who attends
synagogue regularly.

Israelis, by 43%-13%. still side
with the Orthodox interpretation—
choosing the person whose mother
is Jewish. Americans, however,
chose the person who goes to
synagogue, 50%-27%. But Israelis
were twice as likely as Americans,
32%-16%, to say that both people
in the hypothetical question were
Jewish.

More American Jews (52%)
than Israelis (39%) view Jews as a
group defined by ethnicity or cul-
ture. A 42% plurality of Israelis
view Jews as primarily a group
defined by religion—a view shared
by 32% of American Jews.

Finally, both groups said that
defining themselves as Jewish is
important, 57% of Israelis, 54% of
Americans. But 27% of Israelis say
it is the single most important part
of their identities; only 13% of
Americans feel that way.

Times staff writer Marjorie Miller in
Jerusalem contributed to this story.

How the Poll Was Conducted

& The Times Poll, in conjunction with Israeli newspaper Yedioth
Ahronoth, contacted 848 American Jews nationwide and 1,011 Israeli
Jews nationwide by telephone. The Times Poll conducted the survey
in the United States March 8 through April 1; Yedioth Ahronoth
conducted its survey in Israel March 12 through 23. For the U.S.
survey, telephone numbers were chosen from a list of all exchanges in
the nation so that listed and non-listed numbers could be contacted.
Seventy-three percent of the Jewish population lives within the top
10 metropolitan statistical areas in the nation, according to the 1997
Jewish American Yearbook. The sample was drawn in proportion to
the Jewish population in these regions, plus the rest of the nation.

® For the Israeli survey, telephone numbers were randomly drawn
from a computer list that included all telephone exchanges in the
nation. The population was divided into the following: Jews who are
immigrants from the former Soviet Union (about 12% ), kibbutz
members (3%), settlers (2% ) and longtimeresidents (83% ) who are
not kibbutz members or settlers. These groups were then stratified by
type of settlement and geographical area. Because ultra-Orthodox
Jews are reluctant to be interviewed, an oversample of Haredic Jews
was drawn for the survey. The poll was conducted for Yedioth by the
Dahaf Research Institute under the direction of Dr. Mina Zemach.

® The margin of sampling error for the U.S. survey is plus or minus 4
percentage points; for Israel. it is 3 points. For certain subgroups, the
error margin may be somewhat higher. Poll results can also be
affected by other factors, such as question wording, the order in
which questions are presented and response rate.
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AL-Bireh-Palestine leds —3 |

No: 3/8/7647
Date: 16" , May, 1998

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

Palestinian women have been following clpsely and with high hopes your latest statements
regarding the establishment of a Palestinian $tate.

Your status as first lady of one of the most gjlowerful nations in modern times, has certainly given
us courage and offercd us a glimmer of Jight at the end of the dark tunnel, especially that the
covernment of the USA has been a traditiopal and unflinching ally of Israel even as it continued
to dispossess the Palestinians of their lands apd freedom and to violate their human rights.

Mrs. Clinton,

You are naturally awarc of the devclopmgnt of the Palestinian tragedy which started close to a
century ago with the Balfour Declaration promising a homeland to the Jews on Palestinian land
without their consent or knowledge.

This was aggravated by the 1947 UN ppartition scheme which allotted 56% of Palestine to the
Jewish State when the Jews, at the time , oywned only 6% of Palestine. The Palestinians and their
Arab brethren, feeling gravely wronged, rejected this scheme, as a result of which war broke out,
Israel conquered 76% of Palestine and [7S0000 Palestinians became refugees who were never
allowed to return home despite several donsequent UN resolutions to that effect. Instead, the
newly rccognized state rushed to demolish 456 Palestinian villages and to build scttlements in
their place in an attempt to make it impossible for the refugees to return to their homes and
property.

All along the Palestinian people werc pkacing their trust in the UN which was emerging as a
haven organization for all oppressed peoplgs of the world. Unfortunately, the 1967 war dissipated
all Palestinian hope when Israel occupiged the remaining part of Palestine and other Arab
territory and perpetrated its policy of estpblishing facts on the ground which continued the saga
of Palestinian dispossession.
Recognizing the grave conscquences of| continued occupation, oppression and injustice, the
Palestinian leadership launched their Pgace Initiative in 1988 in the aftermath of the renowned
Intifada which expressed the determination of the Palestinians to achieve their national rights
and freedom no matter what the consefjuences. This initiative was based on UN resolutions

calling for the establishment of two statg¢s, Palestine and Israel. Unfortunately, Isracl scoffed at
this initiative and raced to accelerate its policy of fait accompli.

The latest peace process, which your goyernment is sponsoring, continues to be held hostage to
the constant Israeli policy which is based bn coveting all Palestinian land and resources under the

Qh_\',_s‘,:l\ usra@palnet.com : py <=l N Yot . o 0%t :u__e_-u: AQOELNYY —A007VAYY [k
Tel . 9956876 - 9954123  Fax 995644 P|O.Box 3549 E.mail : usra@palnet.com Al-Bireh -Palestine
































































































