
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Videotaped Remarks for Cultural 

Symposium at Janadriah Festival 

I am very pleased to have this opportunity to address the 1996 Janadriah cultural festival, 

and to contribute in some small way to a discussion as important as "Islam and the West." 

Here in the United States, Americans are beginning to learn more about the rich traditions 

of Islamic history and culture and to appreciate the contributions of Islamic people to our own 

culture. 

I, myself, have become an eager student of Islam in recent years, thanks in part to my 

daughter, who took a course on Islamic history in high school. As a result of her studies, she 

proved to be an invaluable tour guide to me when we traveled to South Asia together last year. 

I also had the opportunity last month to host the first-ever White House celebration of the 

Eid AI-Fitr holiday. As I shared in this historic celebration of joy, love and family life, I thought 

of how Western society too often mischaracterizes Islam and those who adhere to its teachings. 

We have allowed a tiny minority to define an ugly stereotype. The reality is that the vast 

majority of the estimated 4 million Muslims in the United States are loyal citizens whose daily 

lives revolve around work, family and community. 

As Americans, we are proud of our history as an open, pluralist society that respects all 

religions, including Islam. During last month's Eid celebration I met a young Muslim American 

girl who spoke to the group, saying, "only in America, people from different parts of the world 

can come together and become one community. I am proud to be an American. And I am proud 

to be an American Muslim." In the past, children of other faiths have bad the opportunity to 

observe their major holidays at the White House. Now Muslim children also know that their 

religion has a place in their President's house. 

These opportunities to share in Muslim life have enriched my own experience, and I am 

hopeful that Islamic countries and the West will continue to expand their dialogue so that we can 
learn to appreciate the many values and aspirations we share as people and nations. Thank you 

for your part in enriching this dialogue. I wish the festival and its distinguished participants the 

best of success. 

Thank you very much. 
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RIYADH — American First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton spoke to the j 
participants and audience of the cultu­
ral symposium, “Islam and the West,” 
at the 11th National Festival for Heri­
tage and Culture being held currently 
in Riyadh. Her address, which was 
videotaped and then rebroadcast to 
the King Faisal Auditorium at the Ri­
yadh Intercontinental Hotel, came 
during the session on Islam and the 
West and its Historical Roots.

Mrs. Clinton spoke about how her 
daughter, Chelsea, had turned her into 
“an eager student of Islam.” Here is her 
address:

“I am very pleased to have this oppor- | 
tunity to address the 1996 Janadriya cul- ! 
tural festival, and to contribute in some 
small way to a discussion as important ; 
as ‘Islam and the West.”

“Here in the United States, Americans 
are beginning to learn more about the 
rich traditions of Islamic history and cul- : 
ture and to appreciate the contributions : 
of Islamic people to our culture.

“I, myself, have become an eager stu­
dent of Islam in recent years, thanks in 
part to my daughter, who took a course 
on Islamic history in high school.

“I also had the opportunity last month 
to host the first-ever White House cele­
bration of the Eid Al-Fitr holiday. As I 
shared in this historic celebration of joy. 
love and family life, 1 thought of how 
Western society too often mischaracter- 
izes Islam and those who adhere to its 
teachings.

“As Americans, we arc proud of our 
history as an open, pluralist society that 
respects all religions, including Islam.
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RIYADH, March. 11 — U. S. First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton today hoped that 
Muslim countries and the West will con­
tinue to expand their dialogue so that “we 
can learn to appreciate the many values and 
aspirations we share as people and nations. 
(See also Page 2)

In a videotaped address to the on-gomg 
Janadriya festival, Mrs. Clinton said West­
ern society too often mischaracterizes Islam 
and those who adhere to its teachings.

“We have allowed a tiny minority to de­
fine an ugly stereotype. The reality is that 
the vast majority of the estimated 4 million 
Muslims in the United States are loyal cit­
izens whose daily lives revolve around 
work, family and community,” she said.

Mrs. Clinton said in the United States, 
Americans are beginning to learn more 
about the rich traditions of Islamic history 
and culture and to “appreciate the contribu­
tions of Muslims to our own culture.”
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Dr. Abdulaziz s-SabE-d writes in an article in "Al Jazira" entitled "Al Janadriya and 
the Dialogue \\ 1 h t,1 e Other": 

"Hillary Clint11 t's "tatcment pleased some with its message, but the number that she gave 
of Musli.J 15 in illle r ica is less than the one we have from Islamic workers in the field." 

"One who follows 1be situation of Muslims in America feels that the picture of Islam is 
starting o ch. nge even if only slightly. The American First Lady's statement and the 
measur ,· · tak 1 n b the White House. to celebrate Eid Al Fitr and such positive moves as 
appoi ting tl � f.; t Imam in the American Army anrl other things all have a positive 
effect ,n pe11 >le.,: 

.J, .. .,,�.1S..o_,.1..,1�.,r'll-11e,-o;1�U11.:,1 � ,1,..,._Wl:i��.:,s.J�l:,.:.l.i,,.:ll.:,.o_.')l....'jl to,; �1,._lll � _,ll .:.1_,J,w1 J •��1 .:,4-_,... ..,1.,J J'JI .:,. Uj � u J ,_,hl-11 � Jlil,,. ':ll,, 1�1 �'jl �I ._,. �,s.11 ..,1.:...:.is •l.r"t'')l....'jl �..,1 ��I .:.U.W.:. .:1.1 Jt'J•�_.i-.-1.o!�JW11,r-"_,.'11�1..,1J' ..,._1.l.11 :i.�.:,. ,�_,k,r-l+:!1..,.�1-<1Ll.'l4-'4J.:,� ._,. 11_.. J �• r.fS :=,i......_;. .:11:,.o .:,sJ :':'�� u� �:.JI ( .:,,. t..w �•-""° f'""J.,k.j...aj ":/-6')1.L1 _:,s1.,-J ,�iii ll tiJll.l.l '-:'_,i.Jl�.:,0,1,_;.��li�IJf'll-':11 . .;u.,J.!,io..i �� 4-.:,....,._,i.Jl..:.IS _,.!Jl.:,..;.CJ.l;Jl:..ooi at...:.i'Jl..,.:.4.11._,.I ,�..,..��u J\a.jj�i.,.:.4-.:,.�'ll-'11�_,-&JIJ , ���J �C$:.JlSuLA 1.Lya�u•r►.1�..:.'14-11 ........ jll r le 0S- (,,:,IL-� u,JJ:.. JI,; ..,1lill1 ��I W- •,r'· ....... ')l....'1 1.:,Jo_>Jl�i ,-HSc-Jl..:u 4--b-t�,?JI .. ,l.fjt..1 .._.1.:,0c.J}o,llJl�lt.,-w>,-u*'1u1-� ..,:.1.-. v• �•.:,., .... __;1��.:,J,.�w•�;J•JL,:, ol+t�"- JlvJo�\,--":)l...'JIJ.:,llllv&.GLo.:,sJ.,s_,..;,.1 �._,; UJl:,J JI ,r,.ol....u.:,1-l+->-!Ju-"• ►.S-.:......_j.U 4-llilJ ..i...:.:,'11.:,.,,.wJi'i'l.,_JL"',W�(,,�l..,,11 ·-:J 'J l:..o <>ltll '-:'1:-JI � llllµl .:.1Jl6JIJ �1�1J c_,1,JI i , � J ...:.UI .),�I <:!_,,.u-;..t•,•�11 <S _,:....11 u! ,1�1 J.l-.• J¼tW 1.:.1.t.wUJ.:.w4Jl�,1.tl.olJlo.._.._µ .:,1.; -! ..:.1..,. �<S_HS �_;...._.1.olc:,J,,;11..,1¼-')IL:JI Jl_,L �• '-:' y-<'11 _,... ¼,.>�1 ..,1 .),ll.:...11 l>� uY-.! W: llJ_;...i.1 l+-�·.llul,,�.,.kllU,.:.1j-l4ll4ili._,.lt'W1 ,:, .;.:,lJ.D �u..,1�04-_,...�4&-<J�.:.W ( i..JIJ� I Ji,,-'-!'-llC:,.,_;1�1,s_,i...111:..,0.:.4�1ulS �4J+J . ..-:.:J1Jc:,J,,y1Jf:)l...':11��U•l.,-.11�1 ' !-"-! !fl: ..:..,;,.11 m.Jl,s� .,_JWJl .:.i.......j.U.:,� t<..>.l:J.1 v° _,!JI o:... _,,:......, 
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�n a wmmentary entitled "Dialogue Between The West and Muslims" in the influential 

\rab c daily "Ar-Riyadh," Muhammad Reda Nasrallah writes: 

·The ;urprise of the festival was the White House statement presented by HilJary

:lint< n, the wife of the President, which presented a positive message to the festival on

Islam and Islamic history. She said that she had more of an opportunity to learn about 

-slam after her daughter Chelsey took a course on Islamic history."

-

, 

� .:,�J .;,�� � .,.J �lj � 
•• J_,J I ,1..1 ½Pl '----!JU.. J� L.. .:,1..c.,..., :,! -� 
JSL..!J., uJ� �:u1 � .:.1 <J .:.Li 1...,u..L � 
l'+'½-t" � l..s-u�IJ .t,;.... �I ._,i •l..l.11 u�J 
.. �I� ��1 ··,r...,...UI �IJ ••l�)'I ½� 
V' ..;� '-!JJJIJ �;-JI ._,i � l:,:,½ ..;•} 4AIJ 
½,-Y--'IIJ �_,.ul JJ.lll C:,. u,_,JI �_.;1,it .;.l_r.-A J.-J.-., 
..:.½�I--�' .UWJ ,.wJI JSI..!...:,. .... ,At.,. 
1:.w ··1'5• ........ ., �1 �1 .:,� �:u1 ?-"" • .,_;... 
½;Li.I.I JL..wlJ .. ���..,:' ._,i uY.J-�••lJI Jl.LLII J,.½ 
u-1' .,;1 � ,� 1.. .:,� ,:.u .:11:. �., .• �L...;} .,­
.:,., J.,._;.Jt •��'Ii .. !4--=--.r. .:.UWJ .:.� 
�.,. � ..iu � iry._...'flJ ,r..r>-11 •.r>-YI, 
� .:,1 u-11 ':' ..,...ut � � .. .:,l;.JI u-1' f} .,.._:;.:...... 
.:,tyc. .:...,.j ½-½---JIJ �•l...o,jj'flJ ½ililll �½.r.-''-! 
u'-! ,J.,--ll t' Ii.> .. !�ir°l:.JI ..,_JLa.JI � ½,bl,r-lJ-':'.lll 
� •� rU ½J;JlJ �_,.1.,' •��I .;.�I 
4:-----SI � ,.:,I r.--f-11 •:..0 J.-J.-., .;.�I u-1' ..,-'� ')'I 

•l;:\jj')'IJ tl"!')'IJ ½-'="'"'IV'�:,. 
½;J�I ._,.:..,- }�I .:,15 J-li JL.. c;I u-kJ •• 
.:,. �')' L.. .:,1 YI •• �'JI 1,Sl_,llJ c;l.rJ Y.,.UJ ,u_,;...1. 
� .:,1 •;,_,..;, u-1' u><-� ,.......:,1041. •• uJ -,..,...ii .:t,fill1 
.,,.J 'fi .. -,...,...ulJ f"ll-'fl ;I� t.y..... � l:J-'�I 

.�1��1 ;I� 
t J_,..:..JI � ,_µ.l.lll .:,O �I '°:'f'_i' Vo� ,ul � 

-�1��)'1•.)LJ.,' 
�� � .llu. ;.,...S.lll �I J½•••JI t:... ._,i J 
·t,,-il•� ½'IY. � u.� u;lill u½•'il � jLl,.I 
•f+--'Y--1.;.....,.Jl,-.J..-,l��l�lu�;-J'il.:,.r-"J 

!!':'_,,JI�.:,. .µ.ii 4,J .;_i.:.�J � _,.ul ,._w J 
�½-U .. �_,.I .,..W. ½iL.llJI ;;...., yl � ...:.Jt.. JiJJ 
..,..:......:.JI u-1' p...ill w....ilJ � � ')' ('+-'--IIJ u½ 
uy..1-JJ.,.; � c;:UI .:.iyl.,; ,:o.. -�t,.:,JIJ r:.�1., 

!!<Y.fa uJJ ��'JI .:,IJI� �� ,.._..:,1 
":'_,i.11 t' }�I u_,..i...LI � C:,I ':'�I �I .:,OJ 
•:0.. � u� � ')' J .. � c,-l,.,l.llJ ••½!J r-"l.i:"JIJ 
.:,.,; --�•��I � h�I;, JJ.r" ½->-J_,ll 

!fv-r.-J'�J •t_,...,1.11:...�.,_;. ½ 
.. J1;...i1.,..1:... 

·-'!-"!-J � .. � J �}:i JI;...,.. J 

11:!!#S##·i 
· . � t ,., u9 ":-'..,_i.JI 01-ut�f

tY-'JI � •�'ii ½,Jlll..JI l:;JL� ;._,.,;, .:.•½- ■ 
. ·· ·tWll:..0 ':"-u.lJ \+liJ .,' -,..,iJIJ 

u.,iJl<.ffo ,j.r.1 � J-" -,,�• �_,11 ½�J 
C:,lSJ •• �l.LJ½ .:.i_;t, � LAL...,JJ�IJ ','.,.UIJ 
fat..........._.. J;IJJI J�Jr.'' .:l;� ,jl J,j.11 C:,.. 
l..-1.,.,; ._,o o ; -,11 .,.-':'

JL..S'ilJ .�r'il �I 
�J ty._...'flJ -,,..,...ul � ½ili..lll �,li)l.t.JIJ .:;1.,.:._....y1 
4li... � ._,i .. lS;L..!J.1.:,....:...... .. �I uJfo 
._.jlj .:,t ��'ii�· V' ill,.,_.� c:,� _H-11 

�;�u•� --�f� JY Ji.;½r'i•�.,i, 
U..,.... J ;JL...., J �J i,rll 1..,,. �}I 4 Jj U� 
•,rll--'11 �;ullJ ··tll--')'1 � C:,�_H-11 ir' ��IJ 
}�,-�1�{�_;.�J�l.;.l"!-u.lliL.s_ ;:Ut 
� � .:.t;_,..L �• .,- •• u, •:...i-�- ... �, 

·½J.'.>llll 
� :,u.....,1 � cl;L...:. ._,:JI..,,. .;.IJ..:.JI •_,.,;,.:.:.Ls J 
J�J�I •�.r'il •�;I.A�� .;:.L..µ1 
._,:JI ,.:.1;�1 tl..w,• ;Jl.l. �t..o .:,_,;....:.:;.;u �_,..1..., 
f'1 :,! !!-,._,,JI� �_,..:.,.JI l)}.JI ._,i � l.lli. �� .w 
,L....:.il:....AJ J.u JJJJ.:,. "-! � l, Jl":' lA.l"":,'-L � 
½fa,);.:...•;�½ �J � u.,......:.:.u � 

. !!},,.s.Jl.l.i-)Wl.;.L.U�G..U..ji;')'�JIJ 
._,i ll.l� l,�I �l 4...l.11.1. � f'1 � • • 
.:... ._,i 0.,......:.:.u ;!Sil ,jl ;½l<-'-! '--;, J •½J;JIJ � _,.1 
.;Ji.:.. ½-�IJ �•Ls'il Jot-J'fl� ._,i � l.lli.1.1 
Jl.f'L½ ,0_,;....:.:;.;u � r.£ ._,:.ll •�I c.,_,JI ._,..i:. � 
�•., -�½--- .,..iu.11J ·½J� .,....._.:.i.1 J" ':' _,i.11 -

.L,JL..jil 
(.JJ � � ,ul J:> � ,r-!_,..,, .,r':'J\5','1 � 'i J 
Jlou. •';Ju��� ,�I � �1 jJ...L 
r')L..')'I JJ.........,.,. Jlol:.U •:0.. �J !f'1LA.ll ._,i _,..j�I 

11½,-..lll 

PHOTOCOPY 

PRESERVATION 



any
a very

a-LS^yivujVzi_1\ <xuV^

jfv^ I.4AAU , JJI jjUl Al^a.1
1jj 1—^1 ,Ujsl -> a CjI ^uaJI > i_r

4

.■C^.

JjjJI Ii4l Jij yls ,U u1-5 u|j

Ujjji .j ijjiUuyi 
■i—• LjLj iXijjLiaJI

VnK

j'j^L

1 

-> u'—a

J-»'—su tl-i-ll ^4—C J-*J i^j-*-II y<JJ 
ij_,Lai>4 1 yj .^yi'yic vjJLii

AI-Eqtisadiah
March 12, 1996

Page 2

§3
§ n 
h o
53
z

^1 4-^j) <LJ d4J> cUu Jl
AJ—OJ-J JcuaJL jJ^ jj-AU^Vj ,1996 jkUJ (JlllJI

.«_j>ijij .Xuuyh

A

the article also says that Hillary Clinton’s address will help lessen tensions generated by a 
German scholar’s presentation the night before, in which he stated that it is unlikely

and notes that she hosted for the first time an Eid celebration. “No doubt such actions 
will help to counter stereotypes and help people to interact in a non-political context.”
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dialogue between Islam and the West will be possible. “The festival opened  ., 
important door and succeeded in enriching and enlightening dialogue and discussion, a 
door through which Hillary Clinton was able to enter to carry the white house’s 
invitation to engage in dialogue and contact.”

jj, 2-ljLjujI
 

CjI------J- .....
Cu_J| 4..4 iS* J_La, Jj| kJuaL 
JUJLA^IdJj ‘ ‘

I4A. U1U. 

Headline: An Interesting Debate between Hillary Clinton and Hoffmanton 
Hillary Clinton Breaks Through (the Exclusion of Women) in King Faisal Hall at Al- 

Janadria)

’TJ
KJ “0

£ H 4-LJ-1 jm_a.yi 5^ ; yi u^j_

 ; ai2, yi cki

Ola -i J " 
___IX.1A J

,a_u-utL.iii oi^uui .-ii .4 j

jyj------xi I <. X.L JI I.LJ,
 

,-, j T. .K 
JJ ,;J>; .VI 

 •.JUcGVI^

*
Jaser al Jaser in “Al-Eqtisadiah” praises the First Lady for her concern for social issues

i>iu-yi jjjii yt ixxijj jjjjjiiii yUi ,^1111 yj; 4jxj jjj ^jxaJJi 

jjUjj -j

-- -'Jj .fj/Jl ,/UUi xxx IxxuUju

iCJI JjJJV 111 .(jCAluJJj U
> a-udUdi (ji 1a .jlIxi ixt Uu-j ij^>

jkA <a a ../> i^jxx jx-ia ixA-ixi ouyjJi cpi

l.-UI ^r-xxxJI JxJJI IxxU 
Xx>JI OUiiOj' txil 
> clx1 uUJjX 4ly4j 

x 1 ' J '"-* . x — ■ '
j = ,'x ,j .y,',.y11

r-— rr-j; "Jt—
jXj arlxijyij jjlxixxJI xlxil 

•4. J xxiui., ^yLx.y 1 yi.Lr>j4 
. 1 ;. : • 1 .• 1 i !*■ 1 1

1 - — 7 1 . X V-- -Z
Ct'j> ',1 1 j Laj 1L4 Lo ct-i

xx js ujy, LXixyij jjXx 

> l<X4 XXXXl •—
x^yi oij i-xyjji 3 hj>xii xijjji 
y'/xxXi ^xxxa'^j ^xil yxxixji

C/->y—» 3xujLj jxixix jxL yjillj Sxxxll ObyyJI yj yxLxll
UlxJlj JxJdl yjjXy 3X.JXJI (ijlixX (J-1-

■<XJy*Jlj !»\xuyi. 

ajyjji jjxoyu ,ha<jx> jxxjj yj jxoju,i ouyjJi ix> xii
qXxJ yjji c.uqx.yi yuxij JJxsj (Sx^yX^i uuajij’yiyixuyi jujixU 

.yxj txiiiii yj| ijxyixuyi 3x>yi

• jyxxyi OljluJI yi filxuyj 3Jjxl » 3xujIj CiXxxol txxo-lxi ^xx! IxS

_ JI Oj—  

dill 2x13 /2ajUJI j 
 yl Jlxxixlx 0ylj| jxJ yj Jxail.i 

JXXl ll^Xl J j) Clj^J l^XX .yX _ " 
Jb ^Jl ai^U-JI ylx

: ■ ' r ....... ..'

1-^ylc.J.w-oxlxyIdi x

2_dLdJI Cj

oSjlxu ljxl'i <(jSxj4'i\ Wbxij (jx ^11 Xii
•.Jajildh (jLx^ l^x

y.

U-J ,4-3 k.i-%1,1 A* A J •}■-4-^-4

Xaj JISuJ ‘LlJ^X JJJj

2-JLa'i -j gjj njj <_udLuj| ^jX X-^VI i_>i S') .j-Ia XXjLcuu-lxi a^iKH qjAj 
j aMa-yi J J*U Vlld ,^ui jjjJJI fi.1  

(jl Jj 1,1 lut 2..Lj<(>.,> ,,Ml dJU frAJ t>4 2±J (j-li (^xlGjiLuI JLxJ $A

pass 1 1 CxxjJJ 2.11a 4 L^J cUjLxl <Ui2$

MX..-3—a IjjjtxxJI CjUaLdJ
jjxll . ylxljA Jljx 3xx5xj .yXjjjl 
u' Jxxxii j des. yiuyi
^ILcuyi 0L2J1 2_ljjx a ■ ...i... ■> 
j-4-*. xj <ji jj q^ujyi jj 0

JSjy_A^y-x/yi G^xii 

■ '(.y—xyix yXUyl jl jl_xl xjy_xxl

2. j .jILmJ <Lxl.A .~x. fj-i-j L-aX-Xj 

J1 ^uj!

Jxxll Ixfcjlxyu.lxxxxxy—;j 

(jJx <jJI jUuj 
Ujl ’  

oUV-SJI (jx ^-xju 

vjjJJI f IjU Ui-xj ^uuJ UJjLxj JI j 
JXXAU4 (JS-LUJ jklUuMJ Sc-Uuyi XI JI A I 

(SlLluVI Jyj jlj_aJJ ^jx-xj-S 
2.x,ul. I <| LlxLau-n. I. iin 11Y1I L^d-xi)j 

3^ USjj.UwU-l

OLki> JelLJ

2,

4.



'.’J-. •s'jr .x .’^■i

Headline: Islam Has a Place in the House of the US President

* jxxiUkJI jxjjLi. (j-a :

■4
<csJSuj CxA-Sl J

‘  - . - “ - I < il i i II - 5 . 2  '

■O ,1 9 dlfl

43 * 1 .ihj 4_i_2>.Liijyi

Jj AI. .7u Jl-sdaYl oL>» djt-jAI ^Jl xjjL Ca i-i

 <^ZJ I

I

/j^Zu-dS

I

JA.

<

r ■»

4 lX3

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

Jjil <_JL ^3JI
A.I'll 

“This American initiative comes as an important effort to enrich contact and dialogue, 
and it comes on the heels of the White House’s celebration of Eid al Fitr: Hillary Clinton 
was the catalyst for both events.”
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Headline: A Seminar on “The Danger of Islam to the West: Between Truth and Illusion”
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“Before the symposium, they presented Hillary Clinton’s statement to the festival 
expressing her high estimation of the importance of this festival and the subject, “Islam 
and the West.” [Full text of statement].”
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Headline: The Danger of Islam to the West: Truth or Illusion.
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“Before the debate began, Hillary Clinton, the wife of the American president, spoke in a 
televised message: [full text of statement].”
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Headline: The U.S. is convinced of the necessity of Dialogue between Religions
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Al-Hayat added a commentary saying, “The contribution of Hillary Clinton came as an 
initiative from the White House, which asked to participate in the symposium on Islam 
and the West. Observers interpreted that it (the address) aims to carry a message 
confirming to Muslims and Arabs that the U.S. believes in the importance of dialogue 
between religions and cultures.”
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Al-Hayat
March 13, 1996
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Headline: “Hillary Clinton” An Eager Student of Islam
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“The most important symposium of the cultural festival on Islam and the West began 
with a videotaped statement by American’s First Lady, Hillary Clinton.” and [Full text 
of statement].”

Al-Muslimun
March 13, 1996 
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Headline: Hillary to Al Janadriya: I’m Eager to Study Islam

[Full text of statement]
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Biography of Mrs. Clinton
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A SEMINAR ORGANIZED IN CONNECTION WITH THE JANADRIYA FESTIVAL FROM MARCH 8 TO 13 IN RIYADH
I

Bold effort to build a bridge of understanding Clash or

peaceful

coexistence?iya National Heritage
il which ended in J

The Janadriya festival succeeded in 
msolidating the merits of dialogue and

ty” following 
have all con-

mosphere that enabled the speakers to 
freely express and exchange con-

co-

Muslims & West ■>

should expand
dialoaue: Hillarv provided they adopt secular pluralistic democracy.
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Are Muslims and the West bound to 
clash? Dr. Jaafar Sheikh Idris, professor of 
Islamic studies, Institute of Islamic and 
Arabic Sciences, Washington, gives 

an answer which supports 
the idea of peaceful coexistence

Xi

coni
helped enrich our cultural and in­
tellectual life. It provided a healthy at- 

AM

attempt from their side to understand Is­
lam in its true sense in order to correct the 
misconceptions they cany about it or do 
they se© in this dialogue an opportunity 
to impose certain ideas and pressure us 
into becoming part of what they see as 
the highest of civilizations.
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structive ideas free of any sensitivities.
There is a growing need for dialogue 

to prevail among civilizations and cul-, 
tures in a world experiencing bizarre 
calls and attempts designed to provoke 
and stir confrontation and conflicts.

To onfront these threats the world 
must believe firmly in the need for civ­
ilized dialogue to prevail and for attempts 
seeking to ignite the flames of war to be 
thwarted.

The need for Muslims to open new 
channels with the others, specially the 
West, is more pressing. We are required 
to argue in a gentle manner and in good 

friction over the past few years and the 
extensive media coverage they received, 
the “internationalization” of the con­
troversy surrounding what is termed as 
“Islamic fundamentalism”, the rising 
star of anti-Islamic extremist forces in 
the West and of anti-Western groups in 
Muslim countries, the emergence of 
theories like the “The Clash of Civiliza­
tions” and the “other enenr 
the demise of communism i 
tributed to broadening the public interest 
in the relationship between Islam and the
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By Dr. Abdul Qader Tash 
Editor-in-Chief

The selection of “Islam and the West” 
ts the theme of the 11th session of the 
lanadriya National Heritage and Culture 
Festival which ended in Riyadh last 
week was a timely choice. It reflected 
ntellectual maturity and boldness from 
he side of the organizers.

The dialogue between Islam and the 
iVest is now the topic of the day, draw- 
ng interest and generating much debate 
md controversy among intellectuals, 
politicians and strategic planners as well 
is religious scholars in both Muslim and 
SVestem societies.

The subject is especially important 
because it touches on the strategic re- 
ations — cultural, religious, political 
md economic — of two competing civ- 
lizations. Apart from this, the general 
public is showing increased interest in 
he dialogue. The debate is no longer 
lonfined to the intelligentsia in the two 
societies but has broadened to cover a 
vide spectrum of the public.

There is no doubt that incidents of

West.
This in turn has given rise to the 

pressing question of whether this re­
lationship is heading toward ~~ 
existence or confrontation.

The festival organizers should also be 
credited for the selection of the speakers 
drawn from the most prominent Arab, 
Muslim and Western names engaged in 
this dialogue. Perhaps the most obvious 
obstacle facing this dialogue is the dif­
ficulty in identifying the parties to the 
equation of Islam and the West.

The problem was highlighted by Sau­
di writer. Dr. Abdullah Al-Fawzan, who 

is*,
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Is it possible for the inhabitants of our global village to 
live peacefully together and reap the fruits of science and 
technology whose pace of advancement is ever in­
creasing? Or are their religious, cultural and civilization 
differences bound to create clashes and wars among 
them? The matter is so important that it behooves Muslim 
intellectuals and statesmen to give it serious thought.

Western intellectuals are very much concerned with 
this question. But they are by no means agreed on the 
answer. One view is that the clash between Western civ­
ilization and others is inevitable, nay that it is already 
under way. Another view is that the real clash is within 
Western culture itself.

A third view is that people all over the world are 
heading toward Western political liberalism and ec-| 
onomic capitalism, and that these systems constitute the| 
end of history in these respects.

A fourth view is that peaceful coexistence among j 
people of different cultures and civilizations is possible,-

faith as directed by the Holy Qur’an and 
practiced by Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) and his followers during the 
eaily days of Islam. To face the malicious 
campaigns in Western media we are re­
quired to double our efforts and build 
more bridges for dialogue.

I suggest to the organizers of the fes­
tival the formation of a permanent com­
mittee to follow up this dialogue until it 
bears fruit. The committee members 
should be drawn from prominent in­
tellectuals and thinkers from both Mus­
lim and Western countries. Its mission is 
to lay down comprehensive ideas on how 
io ensure the continuity of serious di­
alogue. It should recommend programs 
of action and the mechanisms needed for 
this.
f Arab News feels it its duty to provide 
its readers with excerpts of research pa­
pers and lectures presented during the 
festival. We hope to offer our readers a 
unique service that could help push the 
dialogue forward and broaden its scope 
of interest among the public. It is only 
through active contribution that such di­
alogue could continue.

(M1WIWS SPECIAL REPORT ON

wrote equating Islam with the West is 
not the right expression. According to 
the writer, Islam is a religion whereas the 
West, although originally represents a 
line of development and approach, is in 
fact a combination of liberal countries 
whose civilization is dominating today’s 
world.

The writer adds that although in the 
West we find secularists, Christians and 
Jews, there are Muslims too. “While 
there are those in the West who criticize 
Islam there are many others who prefer 
to remain silent and still others who ac­
cept Islam and appreciate its values and 
teachings.”

The point raised by Dr. Fawzan is 
worth considering. We should first de­
fine the objectives behind the dialogue 
between the two parties. As Muslims we 
have to set the goals and results we ex­
pect to accomplish. Do we want to see 
knowledge about Islam spread and its 
distorted image corrected or do we want 
to enter into a debate with Westerners 
and call them to embrace our religion? 
We should also seek to know what ob­
jectives the Westerners are after: Is it an 
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dng generalizations must be 
J at all cost. It is wrong to as-

lations — cultural, religious, political 
and economic — of two competing civ­
ilizations. Apart from this, the general 
public is showing increased interest in 
the dialogue. The debate is no longer 
confined to the intelligentsia in the two 
societies but has broadened to cover a 
wide spectrum of the public.

There is no doubt that incidents of

Prince Miteb ibn Abdullah ibn Abdulaziz, deputy president of military affairs at National Guard (c) is 1 
for technical affairs at National Guard (I) and Muhammad Ahmad Al-Okaili.

credited tor the selection ot the speakers 
drawn from the most prominent Arab, 
Muslim and Western names engaged in 
this dialogue. Perhaps the most obvious 
obstacle facing this dialogue is the dif­
ficulty in identifying the parties to the 
equation of Islam and the West.

The problem was highlighted by Sau­
di writer, Dr. Abdullah Al-Fawzan, who

sume that the West exists as a single 
monolithic bloc with uniform interests 
and policies. Several speakers were 
able to show that the different Western­
powers adopt different policies vis-a- 
vis Muslim nations on the basis of their 
own national interests.

The second point evolves from the 
first. We live in a world of nation-states 
in which there are no permanent friends 
and foes. A nation’s long-term interests 
cannot be developed on the basis of 
emotional considerations alone.

The third point, hammered in by at 
least two speakers, is that the West and 
Islam are in fact, two halves of the same 
whole. They have much more in com­
mon than each of them has with Asiat­
ic, African and native American civ­
ilizations.

The fourth point is that the world of 
Islam and the West have major stra­
tegic interests in common. They share 
the Meditenanean and have a direct 
stake in the security of the Middle East 
and the Gulf region.

The fifth point is that the economies 
of many Muslim states are now closely 
linked with those of the Western pow­
ers. This, of course, is not a one-way

must believe firmly in the 
ilized dialogue to prevail an 
seeking to ignite the flamei 
thwarted.

The need for Muslims 
channels with the others,

dependence. Today, hunt 
sands of jobs and whole 
many Western nations de 
with the Muslim countrie: 

This interdependence 
rapidly, and is likely to 1 
tegration of many Musli 
into the global economy 
Western powers remain n

The sixth point is that d 
that Islamic themes now p 
part of the political discc 
Muslim countries, no cor 
position exists on any n

West, is more pressing. Wt 
to argue in a gentle mannei
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I am very pleased to have this op­
portunity to address the 1996 Janadrya 
cultural festival, and to contribute in 
some small way to a discussion as im­
portant as "Islam and the West."

Here in the United States, Amer­
icans are beginning to learn more 
about the rich traditions of Islamic 
history and culture and to appreciate 
the contributions of Islamic people to 
our own culture.

I, myself, have become an eager 
student of Islam in recent years, thanks 
in part to my daughter, who took a 
course on Islamic history in high 
school. As a result of her studies, she 
proved to be an invaluable tour guide 
to me when we traveled to South Asia 
together last year.

I also had the opportunity last month 
to host the first-ever White House cel­
ebration of the Eid Al-Fitr holiday. As 
I shared in this historic celebration of 
joy, love and family life, I thought of 
how Western society too often mis­
characterizes Islam and those who ad­
here to its teachings. We have allowed 
a tiny minority to define an ugly ster­
eotype. The reality is that the vast ma­
jority of the estimated 4 million Mus­
lims in the United States are loyal 
citizens whose daily lives revolve 
around work, family and community.

As Americans, we are proud of our 
history as an open, pluralist society 
that respects all religions, including 
Islam. During last month's Eid cel­
ebration I met a young Muslim Amer­
ican girl who spoke to the group, say­
ing, "only in America, people from 
different parts of the world can come 
together and become one community. 
I am proud to be an American. And I 
am proud to be an American Muslim." 
In the past, children of other faiths 
have had the opportunity to observe 
their major holidays at the White 
House. Now Muslim children also 
know that their religion has a place in 
their President's house.

These opportunities to share in 
Muslim life have enriched my own 
experience, and I am hopefill that Is­
lamic countries and the West will con­
tinue to expand their dialogue so that 
we can learn to appreciate the many 
values and aspirations we share as 
people and nations. Thank you for your 
part in enriching this dialogue. I wish 
the festival and its distinguished par­
ticipants the best of success.
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A week of debates and discussions 
reveals some interesting realities in re­
lations between Islam and the West

The King Faisal Conference Hall in 
Riyadh, designed for solemn state oc­
casions, has been the scene of much 
rhetorical fireworks in the past few 
days as scholars from a dozen or so 
countries have debated the future of re­
lations between Islam and the West

The debate has often continued long 
after the conclusion of the formal ses­
sions. The organizers of the debate, 
within tlie annual festival of culture and 
heritage, had promised a concluding 
statement which would have pre­
sumably summed up the points of con­
vergence reached after nearly a week of 
deliberations. In the end, however, they 
apparently decided not to do so, leaving 
everyone to draw his or her own con­
clusions.

Let me, therefore, share with you 
some of the conclusions I draw from 
the debate. The first point is that 
sweepin
avoided

between the two parties. As Muslims we 
have to set the goals and results we ex­
pect to accomplish. Do we want to see 
knowledge about Islam spread and its 
distorted image corrected or do we want 
to enter into a debate with Westerners 
and call them to embrace our religion? 
We should also seek to know what ob­
jectives the Westerners are after: Is it an

international politics.
The theme of “clash 

tions”, first raised by an / 
fessor, was examined 
whelmingly rejected on 
The first was that neither 
West could be regarded 
The second was that the 
much more in common b; 
nership than by seeking c

Nevertheless, some an 
were detected in relation 
West and the Islamic c 
such area is a deep sus] 
some Muslims that the A 
impose its own secular
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Celebration of Eid in White House was long overdlle 
This week, for the first time in 

American history, the White House 
hosted a celebration of an Islamic hol­
iday. It was long overdue. 

To mark the end of the holy month 
of Ramadan, the most imponant Mus­
lim holiday of the year, I welcomed 200 
men, women and children (and even 
some sleeping babies) from across the 
country to the Indian Treaty Room of 
the Old Executive Office Building. 

There were prayers and speeches, 
and a feast of traditional dishes, in­
cluding meat dumplings, pita bread, 
hummus (a spicy garbanzo bean dip), 
baba ganoush (an eggplant dip), tab­
bouleh (a salad of parsley, tomatoes 
and cracked wheat) and pastries. 

Like I billion other Muslims around 
the world, these American Muslims 
had just finished fasting from sunrise 
until sundown for 30 days. Ramadan is 
a special time for families, when par­
ents and their children practice sci f­
discipline and deny themselves food 
and water to gain greater compassion 
for the poor. 

As I shared in this historic celebra-

-tion of joy, love and family life, I
couldn't help thinking of how we, as a
society, too-often mischaracterize Islam
and those who adhere to its teachings.
Think back to the Oklahoma City
bombing, and some of the reactions that
immediately followed, and you'll know
what I'm getting at.

Moments after the explosion, Mus­
lims were publicly presumed to have
been responsible. While police
searched for suspects, many Muslims in
this country felt afraid to leave their
homes. Mosques and Islamic centers
received threatening phone calls.

Wbile news stories about Muslims
often focus on the negative side, it's not
fair to apply such a negative stereotype
to all Muslims.

The reality is that the vast majority
of the estimated 4 million Muslims in
the (United States are loyal citizens
whose daily lives revolve around work,
family and community.

People who find spiritual guidance
and sustenance in Islam represent all
walks of American life. They range
from well-known celebrities like Hous-
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too Rockets star Hakeem Olajuwon to 
community leaders like Dr. Laila Al­
Marayati, a California physician who 
served on the U.S. delegation to the 
Women's Conference in Beijing, to . 
scholar Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad, 
the first Islamic scholar in the U.S. 
Anny, who offered a prayer al the 
White House ceremony. 

TI1ey are also children like Marwa 
Al-Khairo, a Girl Guide and aspiring 
doctor who loves books by Judy Blume 
and Mark Twain. She, her two younger 
brothers and her parents joined many 
other families at the White House cel­
ebration. Standing on the dais, her 

green felt hat barely reaching above the 
microphone, she offered the most poig­
nant reminder of why a celebration of 
Ramadan at the Wbite House was as

important to all Americans as to those in 
the room. 

"Only in America, people from dif­
ferent pans of the world can come to­
gether and become one community," 
she said. "I am proud to be an American. 
And I am proud to be an American 
Muslim," she added, before ending her 
speech with a plug for her favorite pas­
try. 

Marwa's life is no different in many 
respects from that of other American 

sixth-graders. But listening to her, I 
thought about bow hopeful it is for our 
country that children here can grow up 
like Marwa, fluent not only in the ways 
of America but also in their own cul­
tural and religious traditions. 

I am grateful that my own daughter 
has bad the chance to study Islamic 
history in high school, cenaioly not an 
option for my generation. In fact, 
Chelsea was so enthusiastic about the 
course that when we traveled to South 
Asia together last year, she provided a 
running commentary on everything we 
did and saw. 

Leaming about all of the cultures 
that have enriched our society also en­
hances our understanding of what ii 
means to be American. We are, after 
all, a nation of immigrants and diverse 
religious beliefs. 

In the past, children of other fai1hs 
have had the opportunity to observe 
their major holidays at the White 
House. Now; I hope, Marwa and other 
Muslim children will also feel that their 
religion has a place in their President's 
house. 
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Suha Arafat says she is 

a women's rights activist 
PARIS (R) - Su.ha Arafat, wife of 

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, de­
clared in an interview published on 
Wednesday that she is a fervent wom­
en's rights champion who has often 
sought advice from U.S. first lady Hil­
lary Clinton. "At first, I was very ex­
treme on women's rights. I wanted too 
much. Now I act more concretely, put­
ting pressure on the Palestinian Au­
thoriry to move forward on a rights is­
sue that will be a victory for women," 
Su.ha, 32, told the French weekly Paris 
Match. 

Suha insists she has the ear of her 
husband. "My life is surrounded by 
politics, and often I cannot keep quiet. 
I have my opinion and my husband 
listens to me," she said. She has sought 
advice on several occasions from Mrs. 
Clinton, widely seen as an influential 
adviser to husband Bill, and from for­
mer French Health Minister Simone 
Veil, she said. 
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