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could, to destroy her confidence in her own
powers, to lessen her self-respect and to make her

~ “willing to lead a dependent and abject life.

Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement
of one-half the people of this country, their so-
cial and religious degradation—in view of the
unjust laws above mentioned, and because
women do feel themselves aggrieved, op-
pressed, and fraudulently deprived of their
most sacred rights, we insist that they have im-
mediate admission to all the rights and privi-
leges which belong to them as citizens of the
United States. .

In entering upon the great work before us, we
anticipate no small amount of misconception,
misrepresentation, and ridicule; but we shall use
every instrumentalicy within our power to effect
our object. We shall employ agents, circulate
tracts, petition the State and National legisla-
tures, and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the
press in dur behalf. We hope this Convention
will be followed by a series of Conventions em-
bracing every part of the country.

2. Resolutions

Whereas, The great precept of nature is con-
ceded to be, that “man shall pursue his own true
and substantial happiness.” Blackstone in his
Commencaries remarks, that this law of Nature
being coeval with mankind, and dictated by God
himself, is of course superior in obligation to any
other. It is binding over all the globe, in all coun-
tries and at all times; no human laws are of any
validity if contrary to this, and such of them as
are valid, derive all their force, and all their va-
lidity, and all their authority, mediately and im-
mediately, from this original; therefore,

Resolyed, That all laws which prevent woman
from occupying such a station in society as her
conscience shall dictate, or which place her in a
position inferior to that of man, are contrary to
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the great precept of nature, and therefore of no
force or authoriry.

Resolved, That woman is man’s equal—was
intended to be so by the Creator, and the high-
est good of the race demands that she should be
recognized as such.

Resolved, That the women of this country
ought to be enlightened in regard to the laws
under which they live, that they may no longer
publish their degradation by declaring them-
selves satisfied with their present position, nor
their ignorance, by asserting that they have all
the rights they want.

Resolved, That inasmuch as man, while claim-
ing for himself intellectual superiority, does ac-
cord to woman moral superiority, it is
pre-eminently his duty to encourage her to speak
and teach, as she has an opportunity, in all reli-
gious assemblies.

Resolyed, That the same amount of virtue, del-
icacy, and refinement of behavior that is re-
quired of woman in the social state, should also
be required of man, and the same transgressions
should be visited with equal severity on both
man and woman.

Resolved, That the objection of indelicacy and
impropriety, which is so often brought against
woman when she addresses a public audience,
comes with a very ill-grace from those who en-
courage, by their attendance, her appearance on
the stage, in the concert, or in feats of the circus.

Resolved, That woman has too long rested sat-
isfied in the circumscribed limits which corrupt
customs and a perverted application of the Scrip-
tures have marked out for her, and that it is time
she should move in the enlarged sphere which
her great Creator has assigned her.

Resolved, That it is the duty of the women of
this country to secure to themselves their sacred
right to the elective franchise.

Resolved, That the equality of human rights
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dealing with,'' said vivien Rose, historian at the Women's Rights National
Historical park, which opened in 1982.

‘‘We look at this as though it's all old, but the fact is that we're stil}
involved in discussions about how we divide our work and what's appropriate
for various people to be doing.'!

""I'm a great admirer of the founding fathers, but they just weren't
thinking about women vhen they wrote the constitution,'' said Nan Johnson,
director of the University of Rochester's Susan B. Anthony center.

She added, "“I can't actually say whoopee about the number of women we
have in high political office these days.''

Johnson believes education remains the key if women are to continue to
make progress. Into the next millennium, she said, °~~the most important thing
for women is economic¢ security,'' notably for those entering old age or for
divorced women struggling to raise a family alone.

At least the landmarks of women's long struggle for equality are being
rescued in and around Seneca Falls a place some foresee becoming the heart of
a Williamsburg-style tourist trail for women's rights in western New York.

Stanton's home was painstakingly restored in 1985 but more work is still
planned there and at the home of Mary Ann M'Clintock in adjoining Raterloo,
where the °"‘women's bill of rights'' was drafted.

The two remaining partial walls of the chapel, long concealed within other
buildings, now stand like sentinels next to Declaration Park, where the rights
denied to 19th-century women are inscribed on a blue stone wall.
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