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THE CiTr oF NEw YORK
OFFICE OF THE MaYOR
New York, N.Y. {0oco?

February 1, 2000
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_ The Honorable William J. Clinton
> President
The White House
1600 Peansylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia
(ROCOR), which is headquartered in New York City, hes discussed with me jts outrage
at the illegal seizure of its Jericho Gardens Monastery in Jericha by the Palestinian
Authority, and the forcible eviction by the Palestinian police of the Monastery's resident
monks. The Palestinian Authorily has handed over the Monastery to representatives of
the Moscow Parriarchate and the Russian Consulate. I understand that two Auns
presently are on the premises, and thar they are being forced to live under harsh and
onerous conditions. One of the nuns, St. Maria, is from New York, and both are U.S.
citizens. Reportedly, the nuns have been taunted and assaulted by Palestinian and
Russian representatives who are occupying the Monastery, and the Armerican Red Cross
has been refused reasonable access.

The seizure of the Monastery by the Palestinien police, and the mistreatment of
the resident nuns, offends accepted notions of civility and respect for religious tolerance.
It further violates the Oslo Accords which protect the sanctity of religious sites, and
raises serious concerns about the exercise of the Palestinian Authority’s jurisdiction over
Jericho. According to ROCOR, this seizure is the third illegal seizure of its religious
propenty in Jericho and Hebron by the Palestinian Authonty.
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S'fnod of Bxshops of the ‘
Russian Orthodox Church Qutside of Russia

75 East 93" Strect, Nesy York, NY 10128 t. (212) 534-1601

~.. "Msyee Rudolph Giuliani . 2R Januasy 2000
City Hall .
New York, NY 10007

Drar Mayor Gllisni:

As you re 00 doulx gware, our monagtery in Jevicho, in the Holy Land, was illegally spizd by the
Pdleminian Authority oa Jamuary 1$*. It was banded over (o the represeniaiven of the Moscow
Pamarchaw gnd e Russian Consalse. This is the third illegal s2i2we of our propértics by &
Paicytnians ovey the Lt few years,

Proserdy, 87, Maria (Swphanopoulos), who is from New York, sad 8r. Xmxa (Cexenn), tun 11,8,
nnmwbnmmaowcbmb.mmthzcompmmdudmﬁnmg © leave. The Russim
Orthodox Charch-Outtide of Ruscia is & religisuc corparation regisured in he Stute of New Yak
(although we have churches and monasteries tacughout the world).

Prexident Arafi, spparenily under presge from the U.S. Siate Deparcnial, gave the arders o
wzporaily divide e propexty berwean s Moscow group and us,despite ow:1ega) cwdswahip of the
properey.

Far reasons which rethain unclenr, Presiden? Arafat has reanped an that prosmiss, end our puns acc
living in e mcge-liko sinuatron, under barsh conditions, with litde direct contme rwith the outside world.
Even the Red Cross was turned atvay by the Palentinian asd Ruseclan accupies, desplos the fragile
hrealth of onc oF tha gung, Sy. Xenls

We acknowierdge your keen grasp of the complexites of Middie-Exsre me &ovs, ansd for this reason
resperfudlly reguest thy SpportEnity 10 meet witk Your Horor and discuss thls Ungeaabls atustion.
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