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T�£ C1TY o;- Ne:w YORI< 

OFF"IC:£ 0� THE MAYOR 

Ntloll( Y'oqK, N.Y. 1000, 

_ The Honorable William J. Clinton
� President 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

February 1 i 2000 

The Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 
(ROCOR), which is headquartered in New York Cily, has discussed wirh me its outrage 
at the illegal seiZl,U'e ofits Jericho Gardens Monastery in Jericho by the Palestinian 
Authority, and the forcible eviction by the Palestinian police ofth� Monastery's resident 
monks. The Palestinian Authority has handed over the Monastery to representati..,e.s of 
the Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian Consulate. I understand that two nuns 
presently are on the premises, and <hat they are being forced to live under harsh and 
onerous conditions. One of the nuns, Sr. Maria, is from New York:, and both are U.S. 
citizens. Reportedly, the nuns have been taunted and assaulted by Palestinian and 
Russian representatives who a.re occupying the Monastery, and the American Red Cross 
bas been refused reasonable access. 

The seizure cf the Monastery by the Palestinian police, and the mistreatment of 
the resident nuns, offends aecepted notions of civility and respect for religious tolerance. 
It further violates the Oslo Accords whic;h protect the sanctity of religious sites, and 
raises serious concerns abom the ell:ereise of the Pa1estinian Authority's jurisdiction over 
Jericho. According to i:lOCOR, thu seizure is the third illegal seizure ofits religious 
property in Jericho and Hebron by the Palestinian Authority. 
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Sincerely,

• ft

£0'd

02/01/00

The Honorable William J, Clinton 
February 1,2000

Rudolph W. Giuliani 
Mayor

cc: The’Hondrable Madeline IC Albright
Secretary of State

RU5-01-20to
r. kjj

Under these circumstances I would urge you to find an immediate solution to this 
incident which results in the rerum to ROCOR of the Jericho Gardens Monastery and all 
other confiscated religious sites, and ensures the safety of the two nuns currently in the 
Monastery.
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C:.a.i11: r' "CJ-, 

7:. · ··Mayor &ldolph 9iuli.lai 
CiiyHlll 
Now York. NY 10007 

!)Qr Mayot �: 

2ll Jllmlalf 2000 

1u yol.l m no doubt aw� om mcnmz:ry m. J�, m me Holy Land, wu. ilh-.gelly ai= by tb.e 
Pliemniaa A\llbority Oil Junwy l,•. ll wu bM<Sed 911!1.' to me IC)ltltM1..il'Vlla of'tb,i �­
P&DiardaUo aad 11le lluni&u �- 1:')ur ii� third illc-1 � of om pri,ptities·by ltle 
Pllfflilliua owr & last few yea:1s, 

Ptcs,:ndy, Sr. Mmia. (S1Cpeno99ulo1), who is from. New Yotk. a.od Sr. Xi:Jti.a {�).�U.S. 
c:itia:m wbo ea JN"lllhen of our clNrdi. ce ui the com� e,ZJd Mfii.,q ao lcaYe. TIie RU£'5.Um 
Onttcd.oi Cmtdl 0uclidB ofllWia is I relipll1 tOlp011liol\ t!� in.·•� a/New Yotk 
(aldsoup ww bave ,hurdles and � drrcupoUt me o,:world). 

Prui� � lpPAffllfb, ader � �- lbc U.S. Si;s:t: �1� .. pvo b ard,m to 
fffll� nde dP propenyl:a,r,,C'CZl � Moscow grc,.ap az:id m,lles,i� OU!:lc81l � ofl:M 
prOJ'Cl'Y. 

Par tm:IDQS·�• � watlcar, Pttaidm:il.Anfat has ft:Dl:I� cru cba1 Fn:ri&e. md ournUD1 am 
livinc ma ar.plib si� lmda harsh i.oaditions, :wiik littlcd.irc:tcomac rw!l dieoubi� world . 
.Ewe tlii& hd Civss wu ��'by che PalsrSni.u uid lw;dan �iB'!.» dsplm die fragile 
health of c,ac c,f 1he au&. Sr. XeQJ.a. 

We�yourbmlftl'l'OftatGOmple-:icir:i�ofMld.c:U��m&Jl:D,.asi«thlll'IIUOD 
ft�� l.h$ epJIOfflmiiy ic, =a 'llfflh YolZf �o�r .aD.d cmw,a t� w,n:,,9'.>11 liNltioti. 
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BACKGROUND:

PRESS GUIDANCE 
January 28, 2000

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH DISPUTE IN JERICHO

• Secretary Albright did raise the matter with Chairman Arafat 
during his visit to the United States on January 20th. Our 
consulate in Jerusalem is closely monitoring the situation. 
The consulate remains in regular contact with the Palestinian 
Authority and with officials of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside of Russia (ROCOR) in Jerusalem and Jericho.

Has Secretary Albright raised the matters of the Orthodox Church 
dispute and Ms. Stephanapoulos with Chairman Arafat? What is 
the extent of the assistance that the Department has provided to 
Ms. Stephanapoulos?

The Washington Post carried a story (p. A17) today 
on the long-simmering dispute between the Russian Orthodox 
Church and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia (ROCOR) 
over properties in Israel and the West Bank. Sister Maria 
Stephanapoulos, a ROCOR nun and sister of former White House 
aide George Stephanapoulos, has been protesting the January 15th 
turnover of a monastery in Jericho to the Russian Orthodox 
Church. She and another nun are staying at the monastery while 
the dispute between the two churches continues unresolved.



Palestinian Liberation Organization via Israel

Dear Chairman Arafat:

Sincerely,

As this dispute continues, the welfare of two American citizen nuns 
has been jeopardized by the hostile actions of the Palestinian police. Both 
nuns are maintaining their stance in the compound until a fair and judicial 
process rules on the property dispute between the two churches. While they 
have been barricaded in the church compound, limited to the gardens, a 
chapel and a small room on the monastery grounds, Russian diplomats and 
Moscow based Russian Orthodox monks are permitted to wander the property. 
Their behavior and freedom to roam the compound endangers the safety of the 
two nuns. Until a court can determine the ownership of the property, the 
Russian diplomats and Russian Orthodox monks of the Moscow Patriarchate 
should be immediately removed from the grounds for the nuns' safety.

needs to assure that further land will not be seized. We urge you to 
promptly work toward turning this conflict over to the courts for a swift 
decision.

In order to stop further conflict, we expect you will work fairly 
with both Churches to reach a fair solution to this conflict through the 
judicial process and adhere to the ruling of the court. Until a court 
decision can be reached based on international standards of fairness, the 
Palestinian Authority 

The forced takeover of the Jericho church property two weeks ago was 
not the first use of force by the Palestinian Authority to expel the ROCOR 
from religious properties. As an authority with jurisdiction over numerous 
religious properties encompassing several religious denominations, the 
precedent of using police force to raid church property undermines 
international standards of judicial process. The dispute between the Moscow 
based Russian Orthodox Church and ROCOR should be resolved through the legal 
process rather than by arbitrary action by the Palestinian Authority. As 
the creator of a Commission to investigate the claims by both churches to 
the property in Hebron after the hostile eviction of ROCOR monks in 1997, we 
know you realize the importance of reaching a lasting solution to this 
property dispute. However, the Commission has never released any findings 
or reports. This time, concrete action needs to be taken. Unless a final 
and fair resolution to this conflict is determined by a court adhering to 
international standards of fairness, we cannot assume that this will be the 
last forced takeover of religious property by the Palestinian Authority.

We are writing to express our extreme distress regarding the 
Palestinian Authority's actions in using police to forcefully evict U.S. 
based religious leaders from church property. This action violates the 
standards of international law and is an unacceptable action against the 
human rights of the members of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia 
(ROCOR).

Current Signers: Reps. Maloney, Pelosi, Bilirakis, Menedez, Lee, Kelly 
Hinchey, Franks, Pallone, Crowley, Forbes, Martinez, and Weygand



Kate Spangler Segal
Legislative Assistant
Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney
2430 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
tel: 202-225-7944
fax: 202-225-4709


